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VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY 

I  O    THK 

NORTH  PACIFIC  OCEAN, 

A  N   1) 

ROUjVD   the  JFORLD: 

IN  vviiicii  Tiir.  COAST  or  \'orniiA\Ksr  amkrica  has  hi:i:n  carki  ii.ia 

EXAMINED  AND  AC:<  URAi  1- I.V  SUKVKVl.l). 

Undcrlaken   by    II IS    MAJESIY's   Command, 

I'KINCIl'AI.I.V     WITH     A    VII  W     TO     ASCEKTAIN     Tllf     IXtSTFNCK    Ol     ANY 
NAVIGAHI.K     COMMUNICATION     BtTWEI.N    TIIL 

North  Pacific  and  North  Atlantic  Oceans; 

AND   PERFORMCD    IN    THE    YEARS 

^7.9°'  179''  1792.  179:^,  1794,  and  1795, 

IN      THE 

DISCOVERY  Sloop  OF  War,  AND  Armed  Tender  CHATHAM, 

UNDER    THE    COMMAND    OF 

CAPTAIN  GEORGE  VANCOUVER. 


IN    THREE     VOLUMES. 


VOL.  I. 


L  0  N  D  0  N: 

>'RTNTED   FOR   G.  G.  AND  J.    ROBINSON.    PATER  NOSTER-RQW 

AND  J.    EDWARDS,    PALL-MALL. 


1798. 


TO    THE    KING. 


SIR, 

1 0  U  R  Majesty  having  been  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  permit  my  late  brother  Captain  George 
Vancouver,  to  prefent  to  Your  Majesty  the 
Narrative  of  his  labours  during  the  execution  of 
your  commands  in  ihe  Pacific  Ocean,  I  pre- 
fume  to  hope,  that,  fince  it  has  pleafed 
the  Divine  Providence  to  withdraw  him  from 
Your  Majesty's  fervice,  and  from  the  fociety 
of  his  friends,  before  he  could  avail  himfelf  of 
that  condefcenfion,  Your  Majesty  will,   with 

the 


DEDICATION, 


the  fame  benignity,  vouchfafe  to  accept  it  from 
my  hands,  in  difchargc  of  the  mehincholy  duty 
which  has  devolved  upon  me  by  that  unfortu- 
nate event. 

I  cannot  but  indulge  the  hope  that  the  follow- 
ing pages  will  prove  to  Your  Majesty,  that 
Cai'tain-  Vaxcouvi.r  was  not  undeferving  the  ho- 
nour of  the  truft  repofed  in  him;  and  that  he  has 
fulfilled  the  obje6l  of  his  commifTion  from  Your 
Majesty  with  diligence  and  fidelity. 

Under  the  aufpices  of  Your  Majesty,  the 
late  indefatigable  Captain  Cook  had  already  fhewn 
that  a  fouthern  continent  did  not  exifl,  and 
had  afcertained  the  important  fad  of  the  near 
approximation  of  the  northern  fhores  of  Afia 
to  thofe  of  America.  To  thofe  great  difcoveries 
the  exertions  of  Captain  Vancouver  will,  I 
truft,  be  found  to  have  added  the  complete  cer- 
tainty, that,  within  the  limits  of  his  refearches  on 
the  continental  fhore  of  North- Weft  America, 

NO 


DEDICATION. 

NO  INTERNAL  SEA,  OR  OTHER  NAVIGABLE  COMMUNICATION 

whatever  exifls,  uniting  the  Pacific  and  Atlantic 
oceans. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

SI  R, 

With  the  moft  profound  refped, 

YOUR  MAJESTY'S 

Moft  faithful  and  devoted 

Subjed  and  fervant, 


John  Vancouver. 
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I  N  TRO  DU  C  T  I  O  N. 


In  contemplating  the  rapid  prngrels  of  improvemcni  in  the  feicnccs, 
and  the  general  dinunon  of  knowledge,  fince  the  eoinmentement  ol'tht. 
eighteenth  century,  we  arc  unavoidahly  led  to  obferve,  with  admiration, 
that  aftivc  fpirit  of  difcovcry,  by  means  of  which  the  rcmotcfl  region"? 
of  the  earth  have  been  explored;  a  friendly  communication  opened 
with  their  inhabitants  ;  and  various  commodities,  of  a  moR  valuable 
nature,  contributing  cither  to  relieve  their  nccelhties,  or  augment  their 
comforts,  introduced  among  the  Icfs-cnliglnened  i)art  of  our  fpecics. 
A  mutual  intcrcourfe  has  been  alfo  cftabliriicd,  in  many  inflancrs,  on  the 
folid  bafis  of  a  reriprocity  of  benchts  ;  and  the  produftive  labour  of  the 
civilized  world  has  found  new  markets  for  the  difpofal  of  its  matiufar- 
tures.  Nor  has  the  balance  of  trade  been  wholly  againfl  the  people  of 
the  newly-difcovered  countries ;  for,  whilfl;  fome  have  been  enabled  to 
fupply  their  vifitors  with  an  abimdance  of  food,  and  tb.e  moll  valuable 
refreriiments,  in  exchange  for  iron,  copper,  ufeful  imj)Iements,  and  ar- 
ticles of  ornament ;  the  indudry  of  others  has  been  Simulated  to  pro- 
cure the  fliins  of  animals,  and  other  articles  of  a  commercial  nature  ; 
which  they  have  found  to  be  eagerly  fought  for  by  the  traders  who 
now  rcfort  to  their  (hores  from  Europe,  Afia,  and  the  eaflcrn  fide  of 
North  America. 
Voi.I.  a  The 
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INTRODUCTION. 


The  great  naval  powers  of  Europe,  inipind  with  a  defirc  not  only 
of  acquiring,  but  alfo  of  communicating,  knowledge,  had  extended  their 
refearches,  in  the  iGth  and  17th  centuries,  as  far  into  the  pacific  ocean 
as  their  limited  information  of  the  geography  of  the  earth,  at  that  time, 
enabled  them  to  penetrate.  Some  few  attempts  had  alfo  been  made  by 
this  country  towards  the  conclufion  of  each  of  thofe  centuries  ;  but  it 
was  not  until  the  year  1764  that  Great-Britain,  benefiting  by  the  ex- 
perience of  former  enterprizes,  laid  the  foundation  for  that  vaft  accef- 
fion  of  geographical  knowHdge,  which  flie  has  fince  obtained  by  the 
perfevering  fpirit  of  her  fuccelTive  diftinguiflied  circumnavigators. 

By  the  introduftion  of  nautical  aftionomy  into  marine  education,  we 
are  taught  to  fail  on  the  hypothenufe,  inftead  of  traverfing  two  fides  of 
a  triangle,  which  was  the  ufage  in  earli^^r  times ;  by  this  means,  the 
circuitous  courfe  of  all  voyages  from  place  to  place  is  confiderably  fhort- 
ened  ;  and  it  is  now  become  evident,  that  fea  officers  of  the  moft  common- 
rate  abilities,  who  will  take  the  trouble  of  making  themfclves  acquaint- 
ed with  die  principles  of  this  fciencc,  will,  on  all  fuitable  occafions,  with 
proper  and  corrcft  inflruments,  be  enabled  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of 
their  fituation  in  the  atlantic,  indian,  or  pacific  oceans,  with  a  degree 
of  accuracy  fufhcient  to  ftecr  on  a  meridional  or  diagonal  line,  to  any 
known  fpot ;  provided  it  be  fufhciently  confpicuous  to  be  vifible  at  any 
diflance  from  five  to  ten  leagues. 

■  ;ement,  bv  which  the  moft  remote 


iprovi 


'y 


parts 


reftrial  globe  are  brought  fo  eafily  within  our  reach,  woukl,  neverihc- 
lefs,  have  been,  comparati\cly,  of  little  utility,  had  not  thofe  happy 
means  been  difcovered,  for  preferving  the  lives  and  health  of  the  ollicers 
and  fcanicn  engaged  in  fuch  dillant  and  perilous  undcrtakuigs ;  which 


were 
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Ill 
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in  no!:e  have  llu"  clil'tis  ofiiis  wile  rcinilaiions,  icgiir.cn,  and  (lifciplii 
been  more  inanitl-it,  than  in  the  com  (e  of  ilie  expedition  ol'  v.hich 
the  {blluwing  pages  are  defigned  to  trciit.  To  an  inircniitting  attentifin, 
not  only  to  food,  clcanlinefs,  vemilation,  and  an  early  adminif^ation  of 
antifeptic  proyifions  and  medicines,  bi:t  alio  to  prevent,  as  much  as 
pofFiblc,  the  chance  of  indifpofition,  by  proliibiiing  in^lividuais  from 
carelcfsly  expofmg  thcmfeives  to  the  infliicnce  en  climate,  or  unhealthy 
indulgences  in  times  of  relaxation,  and  by  relieving  them  from  fatigue 
and  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  the  n^-oinent  the  nature  of  their  duty 
would  permit  them  to  retire ;  is  to  be  afcribed  the  prcfervaiion  of  the 
health  and  lives  of  fea-faring  people  on  long  voyages.  InUead  of  vefTels 
returning  from  parts,  by  no  means  very  remote,  with  the  lofs  of  one 
half,  and  fometimes  two  thirds,  of  their  crews,  in  confequence  of  fcor- 
butic,  and  other  contagious  diforders  ;  inftances  are  now  not  wanting  of 
laborious  fervices  liaving  been  performed  in  the  mofl  diRant  regions,  in 
which,  after  an  abfencc  of  more  than  three  or  four  years,  during  whicli 
lime  the  vefTels  had  been  fubjefled  to  all  the  viciintudcs  of  climate,  from 
the  fcorclung  heat  of  the  torrid  zone  to  the  freezing  blads  of  the  arctic 
orantarclic  circles,  the  crews  have  returned  in  perfcft  health,  and  con- 
fifting  nearly  of  every  individual  they  had  carried  out;  whiUl  thofe  who 
unfortunately  had  not  furvivcd,  either  from  accident  or  difeafe,  did  not 
exceed  in  number  the  mortality  that  might  rcafonably  have  been  ex- 
pcftcd,  during  the  fame  period  of  time,  in  the  moll  healthy  fituations  of 
this  country.  To  thefe  valuable  improvements,  Great-Britain  is,  at  this 
1  iine,  in  a  great  meafure  indebted,  for  her  prefent  exalted  fhition  amongft 
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iv  I  N  1  R  O  D  U  C  T  I  O  N. 

ihe  nations  of  the  earth  ;  and  it  (hould  leeni,  that  the  reign  of  George  tlie 
Third  had  been  referved,  by  the  Great  Difpofer  of  all  things,  for  the 
glorious  taflv  of  eftablifhing  the  grand  key-ftone  to  that  expanfive  arch, 
over  which  the  arts  and  fciences  fliould  pafs  to  the  furihermoft  corners  of 
the  earth,  for  the  in(h  uftion  and  happinefs  of  the  moft  lowly  children  of 
nature.     Advantages  fo  highly  beneficial  to  the  untutored  parts  of  the 
human  race,  and  fo  extremely  important  to  that  large  proportion  of  the 
fubjetls  of  this  empire  who  are  brought  up  to  the  fea  fervice,  deferve  to 
be  juflly  appreciated ;  and  it  becomes  of  very  little  importance  to  the 
bulk  of  our  fociety,  whole  enlightened  humanity  teaches  them  to  enter- 
tain a  lively  regard  for  the  welfare  and  intereft  of  thofe  who  engage  in 
fuch  adventurous  undertakings  for  the  advancement  of  fcience,  or  for 
the  extenfion  of  commerce,  what  may  be  the  animadverfions  or  farcafms 
of  thofe  few  unenlightened  minds  that  may  peeviflily  demand,  "  what  be- 
''  ncficial  confequences,  if  any,  have  followed,  or  are  likely  to  follow,  to 
'"  the  difcoverers,  or  to  the  difcovered,  to  the  common  interefts  of  hu- 
"  manity,  or  to  the  increafe  of  ufeful  knowledge,  from  all  our  boafted 
"  attempts  to  explore  the  diftant  receffes  of  the  globe  ?"     The  learned 
editor*,  who  has  fo  jullly  anticipated  this  injudicious  remark,  has,  in  his 
very  comprehenfive  introduftion  to  Captain  Cook's  laft  Voyage,  from 
whence  the  above  quotati'o*n  is  extrafled,  given  to  the  public,  not  only 
a  complete  and   fatisfaftory  anfvver  to  that  qucdion,   but  has  treated 
every  other  part  of  the  fubje6l  of  Difcovery  fo  ably,  as  to  render  any 
further  obfcrvations  on  former  voyages  of  this  defcription  totally  u'  ne- 
ceflary,  for  the  purpofe  of  bringing  the  reader  acquainted  with  \w.at 


•  Dr.  Douglas,  now  Bifliop  of  Salifbury. 


had 
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1  N  r  R  O  D  U  C  T  r  C)  N.  V 

had  been  accompliniod,  prcviouHy  to  my  beincr  honored  with  Ilis  Majef- 
ty's  commands  to  follow  up  the  lahonrs  of  that  illi.drious  navigator 
Captain  James  Cook  ;  to  whofc  Ready,  imiform,  indcfati,,rable,  and  un- 
diverted attention  to  the  fbveral  objeds  on  whieii  the  fucccfs  of  his  en- 
terprizes  ultimately  depended,  the  world  is  indebted  for  fuch  eminent 
and  important  benefits. 

Tholb  benefits  did  not  long  remain  unnoticed  by  the  commercial  part 
of  the  Britifh  nation.  Remote  and  diftant  voyages  being  now  no  longer 
objeas  of  terror,  cnterprizes  were  proje61ed.  and  carried  into  execution, 
for  the  purpofe  of  edablifhing  new  and  lucrative  brandies  of  commerce 
between  North  Weft  America  and  China ;  and  parts  of  the  coaft  of  the 
former  that  had  not  been  minutely  examined  by  Captain  Cook,  be- 
came now  the  general  refort  of  the  perfons  thus  engaged. 

Unprovided  as  thefe  adventurers  were  with  proper  aftronomical  and 
nautical  inftruments,  and  having  their  views  direfted  almoft  intirely  to 
the  objea  of  their  employers,  they  had  neither  the  means,  nor  the  lei- 
fure,  that  M^ere  indifpenfably  requifite  for  amafUng  any  certain  geogra- 
phical information.     This  became  evident,  from  the  accounts  of  their 
feverai  voyages  given   to  the  public ;    in  which,    notwithflanding  that 
they  pofitively  contradiaed  each  other,  as  well  in  geographical  and  nau- 
tical faas  as  in  thofe  of  a  commercial  nature,  they  yet  agreed  in  fill- 
ing up  the  blanks  in  the  charts  of  Captain  Cook  with  ex  ten  five  ifiands, 
and  a  coaft  apparently  much  broken  by  numberlefs  mlcts,  which  they 
had  left  almoft  intirely  unexplored. 

The  charts  accompanying  the  accounts  of  their  voyages,  reprefent- 
ing  the  North  Weft  coaft  of  America  to  be  fo  much  broken  by  the 
waters  of  the  pacific,  gave  encouragement  once  more  to  hypothefes ; 

and 
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iiU'l  ilic  favorite  oj)iiiion  that  had  flcpt  fincc  the  publication  of  Captain 
Ctjok"-.  I.'. II  vcn>',ro.  of  a  ivn-th-caRcrn  comnuinicatioii  between  th(" 
waters  of  the  parifie  -vvl  ;it!ainii'  oceans,  was  aj^ain  roufed  from  its  flate 
of  fliimlHT,  and  br()r-;ht  for-vard  wiili  renovated  vigour.  Once  more 
the  arehiixlap^o  of  St.  La/.arus  was  called  forth  into  being,  and  its  cxif- 
tenee  almoR  a(ruin((l.  upon  the  auiliority  of  a  Spanifii  admiral  named 
Dc  Fonte,  Dc  Fonta,  or  Dc  Fucntes  ;  and  of  a  Mr.  Nicholas  Shapely, 
from  Boi'lon  in  America,  who  was  flaterl  to  have  penetrated  througli 
this  archipelago,  by  faihng  through  a  mediterranean  fea,  on  the  coafl  of 
North-^^'efl  America,  within  a  few  leagues  of  the  oceanic  (hores  of  that 
archii)e!an-o  :  where  he  is  faid  to  have  met  the  Admiral.     The  flraits  faid 

1  O 

to  have  been  navigated  bv  Juan  Dc  Fuca  were  alfo  brought  forward  in 
fujiport  of  this  opinion  ;  and,  although  the  exillence  or  extent  of  thcfe 
difcoveries  remained  ftill  to  be  proved  by  an  authenticated  furvey  of  the 
countries  which  had  been  thus  {latetl  to  have  been  feen  and  pafled 
througli,  \'ct  the  enthufiafm  of  modern  clofct  philofophy,  eager  to  revenge 
itfelf  for  the  refutation  of  its  former  fallacious  fj)eculations,  ventured  to 
accufe  Captain  Cook  of  "  liaRily  cxjjloding"  its  fyflems ;  and,  ranking 
him  amongR  the  purfuers  of  peltry,  dared  even  to  drag  hirn  forward  him- 
felf  in  fupport  of  its  xifionarv  conjeftures. 

Vv'ith  what  rcafon,  or  with  what  jiillice,  fueh  aniinadverfions  have 
been  cad  upon  one,  who,  unhappily  for  the  world,  does  not  furvive  to 
enforce  his  ov.'n  judicious  opinions  ;  influenced  as  they  were,  by  no  pre- 
judice, nor  biafTed  b)-  any  pre-conceived  theory  or  hypothefis,  but  founded 

lience,  and  of  ocular  demonftration  ; 


iplc 


cpen 


it  is  not  my  province  to  decide:  let  it  fuflicc  to  fay,  that  the  labours  of 
that  diftinguifhed  charafter  will  remain  a  monument  of  his  pre-eminent 
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abilities,  and  dirpafiionate  invfdigation  of  the  truth,  as  long  as  fclcncc 
fhall  be  refpcfted  in  the  civibzed  world  ;  or  as  long  as  fucceeding  tra- 
vellers, who  fhall  unite  in  bearing  tefliinony  to  the  profundity  of  his 
judgment,  fliall  continue  to  obtain  credit  with  the  public. 

Although  the  ardour  of  the  prcfent  age,  todifcover  and  delineate  the 
true  geography  of  die  eardi,  had  been  rewarded  with  uncommon  and 
unexpefted  fuccefs,  particularly  by  the  perlevering  exertions  of  tJiis 
great  man,  yet  all  was  not  completed  ;  and  though,  fubfequent  to  his 
lafl  vifit  to  the  coall  of  North-Wefl  America,  no  expedition  had  been 
projefted  by  Government,  for  die  purpofe  of  acquiring  a  more  exafl 
knowledge  of  that  extenfive  and  intcrefling  country  ;  yet  a  voyage  was 
planned  by  His  Majelly  for  exploring  fome  of  the  Soudiern  regions  ;  and 
m  the  autumn  of  the  year  I'jSg,  dire6lions  were  given  for  carrying  it 
into  effeft. 

Captain  Henry  Roberts,  of  known  and  tried  abilities,  Vvho  had  fervcd 
under  Captain  Cook  during  his  two  laft  voyages,  and  whofe  attention  ta 
the  fcientific  part  of  his  profellion  had  alTcnded  that  great  navigator 
frequent  opportunities  of  naming  him  with  inuch  refpcd,  was  called 
upon  to  take  charge  of,  and  to  command,  tlie  propofcd  expedition. 

At  t!iat  period,  I  had  jull  returned  from  a  flation  at  Jamaica  under  the 
command  of  Commodore  (now  Vice-Admiral)  Sir  Alan  Gardner,  who 
mendoned  me  to  Lord  Chatham  and  die  Board  of  Admiralty  ;  and  I  was 
folicited  to  accompany  Captain  Roberts  as  liis  feconrl.  In  this  propofal 
I  acquiefeed,  and  found  m)fe!f  very  pieafantly  fituated,  in  being  thus 
connctled  \v'ith  a  fellow-traveller  for  whole  abilities  I  bore  the  g;  itefl, 
refpett,  and  in  whofe  fricndfliip  and  good  opinion  I  was  proud  to  pof- 
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fcfs  a  place.  And  as  we  had  failed  together  with  Captain  Cook  on  his 
voyage  towards  the  fouth  pole,  and  as  both  had  afterwards  accompanied 
him  with  Captain  Clcrkc  in  the  Difcovery  during  his  lafl  voyage,  I  liad 
no  doubt  tliat  we  were  engaged  in  an  expedition,  which  woukl  prove 
no  lefs  interefling  to  my  friend  than  agreeable  to  my  wiflics. 

A  fliip,  proper  for  the  fervice  under  contemplation,  was  ordered  to 
be  provided.  In  the  yard  of  MefTrs.  Randall  and  Brent,  on  the  banks 
of  the  Thames,  a  vefTel  of  3  p  tons  burthen  was  nearly  finifhed  ;  and  as 
file  would  demand  but  few  alterations  to  make  her  in  evc-y  rcfpe6l  fit 
for  the  purpoft",  flie  was  purchafed ;  and,  on  her  being  launched,  was 
named  the  Difcovery. 

The  firll  day  of  th.e  year  1 790  the  Difcovery  was  commiflTioned  by 
Captain  Roberts ;  fome  of  the  other  oflicers  were  alfo  appointed,  and 
the  fliip  was  condutlcd  to  His  Majefty's  dock-yard  at  Deptford,  where 
fhe  was  put  into  a  ftate  of  equipment ;  which  was  ordered  to  be  ex- 
ecuted, with  all  the  difpatch  that  the  nature  of  the  fervice  required. 

For  fome  time  previous  to  this  period  the  Spaniards,  roufed  by  the 
fuccefsful  efforts  of  the  Britifh  nation,  to  obtain  a  more  extended 
knowledge  of  the  earth,  had  awoke,  as  it  were,  from  a  (late  of  lethargy, 
and  liad  not  only  ventured  to  vifit  fome  of  tlie  newly-difcovered  iflands 
in  tlie  tropical  regions  of  the  pacific  ocean,  but  had  aln),  in  the 
year  1775..  with  a  fpirit  fomewhat  analogous  to  that  which  prompted 
their  full  difcovery  of  America,  extended  th(ir  refearchcs  to  the 
northward,  along  the  coafl  of  North- Well  America.  But  this  under- 
taking did  not  fecm  to  have  reached  beyond  the  acquirement  of  a  very 
fuperficial  knowledge  of  the  fhores ;  and  though  thefe  were  found  to  be 
extremely  broken,  nud  divkled  by  the  waters  of  the  pacific,  yet  it  does 
2  net 
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not  apjicar  lluit  any  mcafurcs  were  purfued  by  them  for  afcertaining  tlie 
extent,  to  whicli  thofe  waters  penetrated  into  ilie  interior  of  the  Ameri- 
can eontinent. 

This  apparent  indilTerence  in  exploring  new  countries,  ought  not,  how- 
ever, to  be  attributed  to  a  doricieney  in  flcill,  or  to  a  want  of  fpirit  for 
cnterprize,  in  the  commander*  of  that  expedition  ;  bccaufe  there  is 
great  reaR^i  to  beheve,  that  tlie  extreme  caution  whicli  has  fo  long  and 
fo  rigidly  governed  the  court  of  Madrid,  to  prevent,  as  much  as  polfiblc, 
not  only  their  American,  but  likewife  their  Indian,  eftablifhments  from 
being  vilited  by  any  Europeans,  (unlefs  they  were  fubjefts  of  the  crown 
of  Spain,  and  liable  to  a  military  tribunal)  had  greatly  confpired,  with 
other  confiderations  of  a  political  nature,  to  reprefs  thatdefiie  of  adding 
to  the  fund  of  geograpliical  knowledge,  which  has  fo  eminently  diflin- 
guilhed  this  country.  And  hence  it  is  not  extraordinary,  that  the  dif- 
coveryofa  north-v/eflern  navigable  communication  between  the  atlantic 
and  pacific  oceans,  fhould  not  have  been  confidered  as  an  objcci  much 
to  be  defircd  hv  the  Spanifh  court.  Since  that  expedition,  liowever, 
the  Spaniards  feem  to  have  confidered  their  former  national  chara6ter 
as  in  fome  mcafure  at  flake  :  and  they  have  certainly  become  more 
acquainted  than  they  were  with  the  extenfive  countries  immediately  ad- 
joining to  their  iiumenfe  empire  in  the  new  world  ;  yet  the  nicafures  that 
they  adopted,  in  order  to  obtain  that  information,  were  executed  in  fo 
defe6live  a  manner,  that  all  the  important  quellions  to  geography  fliil 
remained  undecided,  and  in  the  fame  (late  of  uncertainty. 

Towards  the  end  of  april,  the  Difcovery  was,  in  mofl  refpects,  in  a 
condition  to  proceed  down  the  river,  when   intelligence  was  received 
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that  the  Spaniards  liad  committed  depredations  on  different  branches  of 
the  Britifli  commerce  on  the  coaft  of  North- Weft  America,  and  that 
they  had  (eized  on  tlie  Englifh  vcffels  and  fa6lories  in  Nootka  found. 
This  intelligence  gave  rife  to  difputes  between  the  courts  of  London  and 
Madrid,  which  had  the  threatening  appearance  of  being  terminated  by 
no  other  means  than  thofe  of  reprizal.  In  confequence  of  this  an  ar- 
mament took  place,  and  the  further  pacific  equipment  of  the  Difcovery 
was  fufpcnded  ;  her  ftorcs  and  pro\ifions  were  returned  to  the  rcfpetliNC 
offices,  and  her  officers  and  men  were  engaged  in  more  a6live  fer- 
vicc.  On  this  occafion  I  refumcd  my  profeffion  under  my  highly- 
rftecmcd  friend  Sir  Alan  Gardner,  then  captain  of  the  Courageux,  where 
I  remained  until  the  lythof  the  november  following;  when  I  was  order- 
ed to  repair  to  town  for  the  purpofe  of  attending  to  the  commands  of 
the  Board  of  Admiralty. 

The  uncommon  celerity,  and  unparalleled  difpatch,  which  attended  the 
equipment  of  one  of  the  noblell  fleets  that  Great-Britain  ever  faw,  had 
probably  its  due  influence  upon  the  court  of  Madrid,  for,  in  the  Spa- 
nilh  convention,  which  was  confequent  on  that  armament,  reftitution 
was  offered  to  this  country  for  the  captures  and  aggreffions  made  by  tlic 
fubje6ls  of  His  Catholic  Majefty  ;  together  with  an  acknowledgment 
of  an  equal  right  with  Spain  to  the  exercife  and  profecution  of  all 
commercial  undertakings  in  thofe  feas,  reputed  before  to  belong  only 
to  the  Spaniffi  crown.  The  extenfive  branches  of  the  fiflierics,  and 
the  fur  trade  to  China,  being  confidered  as  obje6ls  of  very  material  im- 
portance to  this  country,  it  was  deemed  expedient,  that  an  officer  ftiould 
be  fent  to  Nootka  to  receive  back,  in  form,  a  reflitution  of  the  territo- 
ries on  which  the  Spaniards  had  fcized,  and  alfo  to  make  an  accurate 
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furvcy  of  the  I'oall,  from  the*  30th  degree  of  nortli  latiuule  nc)rth-^ve^• 
ward  toward  Cook's  river  ;  and  further,  to  obtain  every  poOiljIe  informa- 
tion that  coidd  be  colletlcd  ref[)ecting  the  natural  and  politieal  llatc  ol 
that  country. 

The  outhne  of  tliis  intended  expedition  was  comnnniicated  to  nie, 
and  I  had  the  honor  of  being  appointed  to  tlie  eotiunand  of  it.  At  tliis 
junflure  ii  aj)pcared  to  be  of  importance,  that  all  pi^flible  ixertion  fliould 
be  made  in  its  equipment ;  and  as  the  Difcoveiy,  whieli  had  been  fe- 
Icfted  on  tlie  former  oecafion,  was  now  rigged,  fome  of  her  flores  pro- 
vided, and  Ihe  herfelf  confidcred,  in  mod  refpefls,  as  a  veffel  well  cal- 
culated for  the  voyage  under  contemplation,  flic  was  accordingly  dircel- 
ed  to  be  got  ready  for  that  fervicc ;  and  the  Chatham  armed  tender, 
of  135  tons  burthen,  built  at  Dover,  having  been  dcftined  to  accompa- 
ny the  Difcovery  in  the  voyage  which  had  been  abandoned,  Hie  was 
ordered  to  be  equipped  to  attend  on  the  voyage  now  to  be  undertaken, 
and  was  fent  to  Woolwich  to  receive  fuch  neceflary  repairs  and  altera- 
tions as  were  deemed  requifite  for  the  oecafion. 

The  Difcovery  was  copper-faflened,  flieathed  with  plank,  and  cop- 
pered over ;  the  Chatham  only  flieathed  with  copper.  The  former 
mounted  ten  four-pounders,  and  ten  fwivcl.s ;  the  latter,  four  three- 
pounders  and  fix  fwivels.  The  following  lifl  will  exhibit  the  eftablifli- 
ment  of  the  officers  and  men  in  the  two  vcffels. 


I> 


An 


"»«  INTRODUCTION. 

An  account  of  the  number  ol"  oHicers  and  men  on  board  the  Difcoverv 
floop  of  war,"  in  dccembcr,  1790. 


OFFICERS. 

NO. 

NAMES. 

Captain, 

1 

George  Vancouver 

Lieutenants 

Mafter 
Boatfwain 

3 

CZachariah  Mudge, 
<  Peter  Puget, 
(Jofeph  Baker. 

Jofeph  Whidbey. 

Carpenter 
Gunner 

Surgeon 
Midfhipmen 
Mafter's  mates 

6 
3 

Boatfwain's  mates 

d 

Carpenter's  mates 

3 

Gunner's  mates 

2 

Surgeon's  mates 

2 

Carpenter's  crew 
Mafter  at  arms     - 

4 

Corporal 
Sail-maker 

Sail-maker's  mate 

Armourer 

'■i. 


Cook       - 

Cook's  mate 

Clerk       . 

Quartermafters 

Able  feamen 

Serjeant 
Corporal 
Privates     - 


Total 


38 


«4. 
100 


Marines. 
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An  account  of  the  nunibtr  of  officers  and  men  on  board  the  Chatham 
armed  tender,  in  dccember,  lytjo. 


OFFICERS. 

Commander 

Lieutenant 

Mailer 

Boatfwain 

Carpenter 

Gunner 

Surgeon 

Midfliipmen 

Matter's  mates 

Boatfwain's  mates 

Carpenter's  mates 

Gunner's  mates 

Surgeon's  mate 

Sail-maker 

Armourer 

Clerk 

Quartermafl;ers 

Able  feamen 

Serjeant 

Privates 


NO.  KAMKS. 

Lieutenant  W.  R.  Broughton. 
James  Ilanfon. 
James  Johnflone. 


Total 


4 

2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

4 

10 

i) 
7) 

45 


Marines. 


1  had 
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I  had  great  rcufon  to  \k  luii.^fial  with  thcfc  arnuigcmcnts ;  tlic  u-cond 
and  third  licuicnaiUs,  aiul  the  maflor  of  the  Difcovcry,  whom  1  had  iht: 
honor  of  being  allowed  to  natnc  for  this  forvicc,  liad  all  fervcd  lor.ic 
years  with  me,  undir  the  cotmnand  of  Sir  Alan  Gardner,  hotli  at  home, 
and  in  the  Weil-Indies ;  the  other  ollicers  were  men  of  known  cluuattcr. 
pofTeniiig  good  abilities,  and  cxecllent  difpofitions,  which  their  fubfe- 
quent  conduft  and  zeal,  c\!'ibiled  on  all  occafions,  fullieiently  demon- 
llrated. 

In  the  former  equipntent  of  the  Difeovcry,  Captain  Roberts  and  my- 
felf  had  undertaken  to  make  all  ("ueli  aftronomical  and  nautical  obferva- 
tions,  as  the  cireumdanccs  occurring  in  the  voyage  might  demand. 
'J'his  talk  now  dc\olvcd  upon  me  alone;  but  with  the  aHiflance  oi  Mr. 
Whidbcy,  I  entertained  little  doubt  of  accomplindng  the  propofed  ob- 
jefl,  at  leafl.  in  an  ufeful  manner ;  for  wliich  purpole  we  were  fupplicd 
by  the  Navy  Board  with  fueh  an  aflbrtmcnt  of  inftrumcnts  as  I  confi- 
dered  to  be  necelfary. 

It  was  with  infinite  fluisfaflion  that  I  faw,  amongft  the  officers  and 
young  gentlemen  of  the  quarter-deck,  fomc  who,  with  little  inftru6Vion, 
would  foon  be  enabie<l  to  conllrud  charts,  take  plans  of  bays  and  har- 
bours, draw  landfcapes,  and  make  faithful  portraits  of  the  fevcral  head- 
lands, coafls,  an(i  countries,  which  we  might  difcover  ;  thus,  by  the 
united  elJ'orts  of  our  little  community,  tlic  whole  of  our  proceedings, 
and  the  information  we  might  obtain  in  the  courfe  of  the  voyage,  would 
be  rendered  profitable  to  tliofe  who  might  fucceed  us  in  traverfing  the 
remote  parts  of  the  globe  that  we  were  deflined  to  e::plore,  witliout 
tlic  afhilance  of  profclTional  pcrfons,  as  aflronomcrs  or  draftfmcn. 

2  Botany, 
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Botany,  ho^vevc^,  was  an  objcO  of  fcitiuilic  iiKjuiry  with  wliich  no 
one  of  us  was  luiK  H  acquaiiunl ;  hut  as,  in  expeditions  of  a  funilar  nature, 
the  moll  \nhiahie  opportunities  had  been  afforded  for  ad(Hng  to  the  gc- 
ral  flock  of  botanical  information,  Mr.  Archibald  Menzies,  a  furgcou 
in  the  royal  navy,  who  had  before  vifited  the  pacific  ocean  in  one  of 
the  vi'ffels  empK)yed  in  the  fur  trade,  was  appointed  for  the  fpecific  pur- 
pofc  of  making  fuch  refearchcs  ;  and  had,  doubtlefs,  given  fuflicicnt 
proof  of  his  abilities,  to  qualify  him  for  the  flation  it  was  intended  he 
fhould  fill.  For  the  purpofe  of  preferving  fuch  new  or  uncommon  plants 
as  he  might  deem  worthy  of  a  place  amongll  His  Majefly's  very  valua- 
ble collection  of  exotics  at  Kew,  a  gla/ed  frame  was  erefled  on  the  af- 
ter part  of  the  quarter-deck,  for  the  reception  of  thofe  he  might  have 
an  opj)ortunity  of  collefting. 

The  Board  of  Admiralty,  greatly  attentive  to  our  perfonal  comforts, 
gave  dircftions  that  the  Difcovery  and  Chatham  fliould  each  be  fup- 
plied  with  all  fuch  articles  as  might  be  confidered  in  any  way  lil<ely 
to  become  neceffary,  during  the  execution  of  the  long  and  arduous  fer- 
vice  in  which  we  were  about  to  engage.  Our  flores,  from  the  naval 
arfenals,  were  ordered  to  be  felcfted  of  the  verv  bell  forts,  and  to  be 
made  with  materials  of  the  bcfl  quality.  In  addition  to  tlie  ordinary 
efbbliflimcnt,  we  were  fupplicd  with  a  large  affortment  of  feines  and 
other  ufcful  fifiiiiig  gcer  of  various  kinds.  The  provifions  were 
furniflicd  at  the  victualling-office  with  the  gicatefl  care,  all  of  which 
proved  to  be  excellent,  and  manifefled  the  judgment  which  had  been 
excrcifed  in  the  feletlion  and  preparation  of  the  feveral  articles.  To 
thefe  were  added  a  large  proportion  of  four-krout,  portable  foup,  wiicat 
inflead  of  the  ufual  fupply  of  oattncal  for  breakfafl,  the  effence  of  malt 
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and  Iprucc,  mall,  hops,  ilric:!  ycaft,  flour,  and  feed  muflard  ;  which 
may  all  be  conlidcrcd  as  articles  of  food.  Thofe  of  a  medicinal  nature, 
with  which  we  were  amply  fupplied,  were  Dr.  James's  powders  ;  vitri- 
olic elixir ;  the  rob  of  lemons  and  oranges,  in  fuch  quantities  and  pro- 
portions as  the  furocon  thought  requifite  ;  tog-ther  with  an  augmen- 
tation to  tb.c  ufual  allowance,  amounting  to  a  hundred  weight,  of  the 
beft  Peruvian  bark. 

To  render  our  vifils  as  acceptable  as  poflible  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
iflands  or  continent  in  the  pacific  ocean,  and  to  eftablifh  on  a  firm  bafis 
a  friend]  ^•  intercourfe  with  the  feveral  tribes  we  might  occafionally  meet 
widi,  Lord  Grenville  direcled  that  a  liberal  affortment  of  various  Euro- 
pean commodities,  both  of  a  ufeful  and  ornamental  nature,  (lioidd  be 
fent  on  board  from  the  Secretary  of  State's  office.  From  the  Board  of 
Ordnance  the  velfels  were  fupplied  with  every  thing  ncceflary  for  our 
defence,  and  amongft  other  articles  were  four  well-contrived  three  pound 
field  pieces,  for  the  proteftion  of  our  little  encampment  againfl  any 
hollile  attempts  of  the  native  Indians,  amongll  whom  we  fhould  necef- 
farily  have  frequent  occafion  to  refide  on  fliore ;  and  for  the  amufement 
and  entertainment  of  fuch  as  were  peaceably  and  friendly  difpofed  to- 
wards us,  we  were  furnifhed  with  a  moll  excellent  alfortment  of  well- 
prepared  fireworks.  So  that  nothing  fecmed  to  have  been  forgotten,  or 
omitted,  that  might  render  our  equipment  as  complete,  as  the  nature  of 
the  fervice  we  were  about  to  execute  could  be  confidered  to  demand. 
But  as  I  have  hitherto  only  pointed  out  in  general  terras  the  outline  of 
the  intended  expedition  ;  the  various  objefts  it  propofed  to  embrace,  and 
the  end  it  was  expeaed  to  anfwer,  will  be  more  clearly  perceived  by 
the  perufal  of  the  inftruftions  under  which  I  was  to  fail,  and  by  which  I 
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was  to  govern  my  conduft  ;  which  will  enable  the  reader  to  form  a 
judgment,  how  fur  His  Majcfty's  commands,  during  this  voyage,  have 
been  properly  carried  into  execution. 

"  By  the  CommifiTionors  for  executing  the  office  of  Lord  High 
Admiral  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  &c. 

"  The  King  having  judged  it  expedient,  that  an  expedition  fhould 
be  immediately  undertaken  for  acquiring  a  more  complete  knowledge, 
than  has  yet  been  obtained,  of  the  north-wefl  coall  of  America ;  and, 
the  (loop  you  command,  together  with  the  Chatham  armed  tender,  (the 
Lieutenant  commanding  which,  has  been  direfted  to  follow  your  orders) 
having  been  equipped  for  that  fervice  ;  you  are,  in  purfuance  of  His 
Majefty's  pleafure,  fignified  to  us  by  Lord  Grenville,  one  of  His  princi- 
pal Secretaries  of  State,  hereby  required  and  direfted,  to  proceed,  with- 
out lofs  of  time,  with  the  faid  floop  and  tender,  to  the  Sandwich  iflands 
in  the  north  pacific  ocean,  where  you  are  to  remain  during  the  next 
winter  ;  employing  yourfelf  very  diligently  in  the  examination  and  fur- 
vey  of  the  faid  iflands ;  and,  as  foon  as  the  weather  fliall  be  favorable, 
(which  may  be  expe6tod  to  be  in  february,  or  at  latcfl:  in  march,  1792) 
you  are  to  repair  to  the  north-wefl;  coafl  of  America,  for  the  purpofe 
of  acquiring  a  more  complete  knowledge  of  it,  as  above  mentioned. 

"  It  having  been  agreed,  by  the  late  convention  between  His  Majefliy 
and  the  Catholic  ICing,  (a  printed  copy  of  which  you  will  receive  here- 
with) that  the  buildings  and  trafts  of  land,  fituated  on  the  north-wefl; 
coafl;  above  mentioned,  or  on  iflands  adjacent  thereto,  of  which  the 
fubjefts  of  His  Britannic  Majefty  were  difpoflefled  about  the  month  of 
april,  1789,  by  a  Spanifli  officer,  fliall  be  reftored  to  the  faid  Britifli 
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fubjea.s,  die  court  of  Spain  has  agreed  to  lend  orders,  for  that  pur]>oIe, 
to  its  officers  in  that  part  of  the  world  ;  but,  as  the  particular  fpecifi- 
cation  of  the  parts  to  be  redored  may  IHH  require  fome  further  time,  it 
is  intended  lliat  the  King's  orders,  for  tliis  puri)ofe,  fhall  be  fent  out  to 
the  Sandwich  illands,  by  a  veilel  to  be  employed  to  carry  thither  a  fur- 
tlicr  florc  of  provifions  for  the  (loop  and  armed  tender  above  mentioned, 
which  it  is  meant  Ihali  fail  from  this  country  in  time  to  reach  thofe 
iflands  in  the  courfe  of  next  winter. 

«  If,  therefore,  in  confequence  of  the  arrangement  to  be  made  with 
the  court  of  Spain,  it  fhould  hereafter  be  determined  that  you  (liould 
proceed,  in  the  fnfl  inftance,  to  Nootka,  or  elfewhere,  in  order  to  re- 
ceive, from  the  Spanifh  officers,  fuch  lands  or  buildings  as  are  to  be  re- 
ftored  to  die  Britifh  fubjefts  ;  orders,  to  that  effea,  will  be  fent  out  by 
the  veffel  above  mentioned.  But,  if  no  fuch  orders  ffiould  be  received 
by  you  previous  to  the  end  of  January,  1792,  you  are  not  to  wait  for 
them  at  the  Sandwich  iflands,  but  to  proceed,  in  fuch  courfe  as  you 
may  judge  molt  expedient  for  the  examination  of  the  coaft  above  men- 
tioned, comprized  between  latitude  60'  north  and  30°  north. 

«  In  which  examination  the  principal  objefts  which  you  are  to  keep 

m  view,  are, 

"  ift,  The  acquiring  accurate  information  with  refpeft  to  the  nature 
and  extent  of  any  water-communication  which  may  tend,  in  any  confi- 
derable  degree,  to  facilitate  an  intercourfe,  for  die  purpofes  of  com- 
merce, between  the  north-weft  coaft,  and  die  country  upon  the  oppofite 
fide  of  the  continent,  which  are  inliabited  or  occupied  by  His  Majefty's 
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"  2dly,  The  arccrtaining,  with  as  mucli  precifion  as  pofTible,  then  um^ 
ber,  extent,  and  fituation  of  any  fcttlements  which  have  been  made 
witliin  the  limits  al>ove  mentioned,  by  any  European  nation,  and  (ho 
time  when  fuch  fcttlement  was  firll;  made. 

"  With  refpeft  to  the  fall:  object,  it  would  be  of  great  importance  if  it 
fliould  be  found  that,  by  means  of  any  confiderable  inlets  of  the  lea,  or 
even  of  large  rivers,  communicating  with  the  lakes  in  the  interior  of 
the  continent,  fuch  an  iritercourfe,  as  hath  been  already  ntentioned, 
could  be  citablilhed  ;  it  will  therefore  be  necell'ary,  for  the  purpofe  of 
afcertaining  this  point,  that  the  furvey  (hould  be  fo  condu6led,  as  not 
only  to  afcertain  the  general  line  of  the  fea  coaft,  but  alfo  the  direaion 
and  extent  of  all  fuch  confiderable  inlets,  whether  made  by  arms  of  the 
fea,  or  by  the  mouths  of  large  rivers,  as  may  be  likely  to  lead  to,  or  fa- 
cilitate, fuch  communication  as  is  above  defcribed. 

"  This  being  the  principal  objea  of  the  examination,  fo  far  as  relates 
to  that  part  of  the  fubjea,  it  nccelTarily  follows,  that  a  confiderable  de- 
gree of  difcretion  muft  be  left,  and  is  therefore  left  to  you,  as  to  the 
means  of  executing  the  fervice  which   His  Majefty  has  in  view ;  but, 
as  far  as  any  general  inftruaions  can  here  be  given  on  the  fubjea,  it 
feems  defirable  that,  in  order  to  avoid  any  unnecefTary  lofs  of  time,  you 
fhould  not,  and  are  therefore  hereby  required  and  direaed  not  to  pur- 
fue  any  inlet  or  river  further  than  it  fhall  appear  to  be  navigable  by 
vefTels  of  fuch  burthen  as  might  fafely  navigate  the  pacific  ocean  :  but, 
as  the  navigation  of  fuch  inlets  or  rivers,    to  the  extent  here  dated, 
may  poffibly  require  that  you  fliould  proceed  up  them  further  than  it 
might  be  fafe  for  the  floop  you  command  to  go,  you  are,  in  fuch  cafe, 
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to  take  the  command  of  the  armed  tender  in  pcrfon,  at  all  fuch  times, 
and  in  fuch  fituations  as  you  fhall  judge  it  nccefTary  and  expedient. 

"  The  particular  courfe  of  the  furvey  muft  depend  on  the  different  cir- 
cumftances  which  may  arife  in  the  execution  of  a  fervice  of  this  na- 
ture ;  it  is,  however,  proper  diat  you  fliould,  and  you  are  therefore  here- 
by required  and  dire6led  to  pay  a  particular  attention  to  the  examina- 
tion of  the  fuppofed  flraits  of  Juan  de  Fuca,  faid  to  be  fituated  be- 
tween 48°  and  49°  north  latitude,  and  to  lead  to  an  opening  through 
which  the  floop  Wadiington  is  reported  to  have  palTed  in  1789,  and 
to  have  come  out  again  to  the  northward  of  Nootka.  Thedifcovery  of 
a  near  communication  between  any  fuch  fea  or  ftrait,  and  any  river 
running  into,  or  from  the  lake  of  the  woods,  would  be  particularly  ufe- 
ful. 

**  If  you  fhould  fail  of  difcovering  any  fuch  inlet,  as  is  above  menti- 
oned, to  the  fouthward  of  Cook's  river,  there  is  the  greateft  probability 
that  it  will  be  found  that  the  faid  river  rife^;  m  fome  of  the  lakes  al- 
ready known  to  the  Canadian  traders,  and  to  the  fervants  of  the  Hud- 
fon's  bay  company  ;  which  point  it  would,  in  that  cafe,  be  material  to 
afcertain  ;  and  you  are,  therefore,  to  endeavour  to  afcertain  accordingly, 
with  as  much  precifion  as  the  circumftances  exifting  at  the  time  may 
allow  :  but  the  difcovery  of  any  fimilar  communication  more  to  the 
fouthward  (Qiould  any  fuch  exift)  would  be  much  more  advantageous 
for  the  purpofes  of  commerce,  and  fhould,  therefore,  be  preferably  at- 
tended to,  and  you  are,  therefore,  to  give  it  a  preferable  attention  ac- 
cordingly. 

"  With  rcfpcft  to  the  fecond  obje6l  above  mentioned,  it  is  probable 
that  more  particular  inflrudions  will  be  given  you  by  the  vefTel  to  be 
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Tent  to  the  Sandwich  iflands  as  aforcfaid ;  but,  if  not,  you  are  to  be  par- 
ticularly careful  in  the  execution  of  that,  and  every  other  part  of  the 
fervice  with  which  you  are  entrufted,  to  avoid,  with  the  utmoft  caution, 
the  giving  any  ground  of  jealoufy  or  complaint  to  the  fubjcfts  of  His 
Catholic  Majefty  ;  and,  if  you  fhould  fall  in  with  any  Spanifh  fliips  em- 
ployed on  any  fervice  fimilar  to  that  which  is  hereby  committed  to  you, 
you  are  to  afford  to  the  officer  commanding  fuch  fhips  every  pofTible 
degree  of  affiftance  and  information,  and  to  offer  to  him,  that  you,  and 
he,  fhould  make  to  each  other,  reciprocally,  a  free  and  unreferved  com- 
munication of  all  plans  and  charts  of  difcoverics  made  by  you  and 
him  in  your  refpeftive  voyages. 

"  If,  in  the  courle  of  any  part  of  this  fervice,  you,  or  the  officers  or 
the  people  under  your  command,  (hould  meet  with  the  fubjefts  or  vef- 
fels  of  any  other  power  or  ftate,  you  and  tlicy  are  to  treat  them  in  the 
moll  friendly  manner,  and  to  be  careful  not  to  do  any  thing  which 
may  give  occafion  to  any  interruption  of  that  peace  which  now  hap- 
pily fubfifts  between  His  Majefty  and  all  other  powers. 

"  The  whole  of  the  furvey  above  mentioned  (if  carried  on  with  a  view 
to  the  obje6ls  before  ftated,  without  too  minute  and  particular  an  exa- 
mination of  the  detail  of  the  different  parts  of  the  coaft  laid  down  by 
it)  may,  as  it  is  underftood,  probably  be  completed  in  the  fummers  of 
1 792  and  1 793 ;  and,  in  the  intermediate  winter,  it  will  be  proper  for 
you  to  repair,  and  you  are  hereby  required  and  direfted  to  repair  ac- 
cordingly, to  the  Sandwich  iflands ;  and,  during  your  ftay  there,  you 
are  to  endeavour  to  complete  any  part  which  may  be  unfiniflied  of  your 
examination  of  thofe  iflands. 

After 
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"After  the  conclufion  of  your  furvey  in  the  fummer  of  1793,  you 
arc,  if  the  (late  and  circumdances  of  the  {loop  and  tender  under  your 
command  will  admit  of  it,  to  return  to  England  by  Cape  Horn,  (for 
which  thefeaibn  will  then  probably  be  i'avorabk;)  repairing  to  Spuhcad, 
where  you  are  to  remain  until  you  receive  further  order;  and  ft:nding 
to  our  fecretary  an  account  of  your  arrival  and  proceedings. 

"  It  fcems  doubtful,  at  preient,  how  far  the  time  may  admit  of  your 
making  any  particular  examination  of  the  weftern  coaft  of  South  Ame- 
rica ;  but,  if  it  fhould  be  pra61icable,  you  are  to  begin  fuch  examination 
from  the  fouth  point  of  the  ifland  of  Chiloe,  which  is  in  about  44"  fouth 
latitude  ;  and  you  are,  in  that  cafe,  to  dirc6l  your  attention  to  afcertain- 
ing  what  is  the  moil  fouthern  Spanifh  fettlement  on  that  coaft,  and  what 
harbours  there  are  fouth  of  that  fettlement. 

*'  In  the  execution  of  every  part  of  this  fervice,  it  is  very  material 
that  vou  fhould  ufe,  and  you  are  therefore  hereby  ftriftly  charged  to  ufe 
every  poftible  care  to  avoid  difputes  with  the  natives  of  any  of  the  parts 
where  you  may  touch,  and  to  be  particularly  attentive  to  endeavour, 
by  a  judicious  diftribution  of  the  prefents,  (which  have  been  put  on 
board  the  floop  and  tender  under  your  command,  by  order  of  Lord 
Crenville)  and  by  all  other  means,  to  conciliate  their  friendlhip  and  con- 
fidence.    Given  under  our  hands  the  8th  of  March,  1791." 

"  To  "  Chatham. 

"  George  Vancouver,  Efq.  "  Rd.  Hopkins. 

commander  of  His  Majcfly's  Hoop  "  Hood, 

the  Difcovcry,  '*  J.  T.  Townfhend." 
At  Falmouth. 

By  command  of  their  Lorduiips. 

Ph.  Stephens."  ADDI- 
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"  By  the  Commiflioncrs  for  executing  the  office  of  Lord  High 
Admiral  of  Great-Britain  and  Irehind,  &c. 
"  Lieutenant  Hersrcfh  commanding  the  Diedalus  tranfport,  (by  whom 
you  will  receive  this)  being  directed  to  put  himfelf  under  your  com- 
mand, and  to  follow  your  orders  for  his  further  proceedings ;  you  are 
hereby  required  and  direded,  to  take  him,  and  the  faid  tranfport,  un- 
der your  command  accordingly ;  receiving  from  her  the  provifions  and 
ftores  intended  for  the  ufe  of  the  floop  you  command,  and  the  Chatham 
armed  tender,  or  iuch  part  thereof  as  the  faid  fhip  and  tender  fhall  be 
able  to  flow. 

"  And  whereas  you  will  receive  herewith  a  duplicate  of  a  letter  from 
Count  Florida  Blanca,  to  the  SpaniOi  officer  commanding  at  Nootka, 
(together  with  a  tranllation  thereof)  fignifying  His  Catholic  Majefty's 
orders  to  caulh  fuch  officer  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  His 
Britannic  Maje/ly,  to  be  put  m  pojjl'ffion  of  the  buildings,  and  djjirifls, 
or  parcels  of  lands  t/iei-ein  defcnbcd,  which  xoere  occupied  by  His  Ma- 
jejtfs  fabjcas  in  the   month  of  april,   1789.   agreeable  to  the  frjl  arti- 
cle of  the  late  convention,  (a  copy  of  which   has  been  fent  to  you)  and 
to  deliver  up  any  perfons  in  the  ferx  ice  of  Britilh  fubjeas  who  may 
have  been  detained  in  thofe  parts;  in  cafe,  therefhre,  you  Audi  receive 
d)is  at  Nootka,  you  are  to  deliver  to  the  Spanifh  officer,  commandmg 
at  that  port,  the  above-mentioned  letter  from  Count  Florida  Blanca, 
and  to  receive  from   him,    conformably   thereto,    on  the   part   of  His 
Bntannic  Majefly,  pofleffion  of  the  buildings  and  uifhicis,  and  parcels 
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of  land,  of  which  His   Majcfly's  fubjcQs  were  polTefred  at  the  above- 
mentioned  period. 

*•'  In  cafe,  however,  this  (hall  not  find  you  at  Nootka,  when  Lieutenant 
Hergrft  arrives  there,  but  be  delivered  to  you  at  the  Sandwich  iflands, 
or  elfewhere,  and  the  faid  lieutenant  fliall  not  have  then  carried  into 
execution  the  fervice  above  mentioned,  (which  in  the  event  of  liis  not 
falling  in  with  you  he  is  direfted  to  do)  you  are  immediately  to  proceed 
to  Nootka,  and  to  carry  that  fervice  into  execution  as  above  direfted, 
taking  the  faid  lieutenant  and  tranfport  with  you  if  you  fhall  judge  it 
ncceflary.  But  as  they  are  intended  afterwards  to  proceed  to  New  South 
Wales,  to  be  employed  there,  under  the  orders  of  Commodore  Phillip, 
you  are  not  to  detain  them  at  Nootka,  the  Sandwich  iflands,  or  elfe- 
where, longer  than  may  be  abfolutely  neceflarv,  but  to  direft  Lieuten- 
ant Hergefl:  to  repair  with  the  faid  tranfport  to  port  Jackfon,  with  fuch 
live  flock,  and  other  refrefiiments,  as  may  be  likely  to  be  of  ufe  in  the 
fettlements  there;  and  to  touch  at  New  Zealand  in  his  way,  from 
whence  he  is  to  ufe  his  beft  endeavours  to  take  with  him  one  or  two  flax- 
dreffers,  in  order  that  the  new  fettlers  at  port  Jackfon  may,  if  poffible, 
be  properly  inftrufted  in  the  management  of  that  valuable  plant. 

•■  Previous,  however,  to  your  difpatching  him  to  port  Jackfon,  you 
are  to  confidcr  whether,  in  cafe  of  your  not  being  able  to  take  on  board 
the  whole  of  the  tranfport's  cargo,  any  future  fupply  of  the  articles  of 
which  it  is  compofed,  will  be  neceflary  to  enable  you  to  continue  your 
intended  furvey ;  and,  if  fo,  you  are  to  be  careful  to  fend  notice  there- 
of to  Commodore  Phillip,  who  will  have  dirc6lions,  on  the  receipt  of 
your  application,  to  re-difpatch  the  tranfport,  or  to  lend  fuch  otlier  vef- 
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fel  to  you  with  the  remainder  of  thofe  iiipplics  (as  well  as  any  oilicrs 
he  may  be  able  to  fiirmni)  to  fucli  rendezvous  as  you  fliall  appoint. 

"  And  whereas  Mr.  Dundas  has  tranfmitled  to  us  a  (keleh  of  the  coafl. 
of  North  America,  extending  from  Nootka  down  to  the  huitudc  of  47" 
30",  including  the  inlet  or  gulph  of  Juan  de  Fuca ;  and  as  from  the  de- 
clarations which  have  lately  been  made,  there  appears  to  be  the  ftrongell 
difpofition,  on  the  part  of  the  SpaniOi  court,  that  every  afTiflance  and 
information  fliould  be  given  to  Ilis  Britannic  Majefty's  officers  employed 
on  that  coafl,  with  a  view  to  the  enabling  them  to  carry  their  orders 
into  execution ;  we  fend  you  the  faid  flictch  herewith,  for  your  infor- 
mation and  ufe,  and  do  hereby  require  and  direft  you,  to  do  every 
thing  in  your  power  to  cultivate  a  good  underflanding  with  the  officers 
and  fiibjefts  of  His  Catholic  Majefty  who  may  fall  in  your  way,  in  order 
that  you  may  reap  the  good  efiefts  of  this  difpofition  of  the  Spanifh 
court. 

"  You  are  to  take  the  utmofl  care  in  your  power,  on  no  account 
whatever,  to  touch  at  any  port  on  the  continent  of  America,  to  the 
fouthward  of  the  latitude  of  30°  north,  nor  to  the  north  of  that  part  of 
South  America,  where,  on  your  return  home,  you  are  direfted  to  com- 
mence your  intended  furvey  ;  unlefs,  from  any  accident,  you  fhall  find 
it  abfolutely  necelTary,  for  your  immediate  fafety,  to  take  ffielter  there : 
and,  in  cafe  of  fuch  an  event,  to  continue  there  no  longer  than  vour 
neceffities  require,  in  order  that  any  complaint  on  the  part  of  Spain  on 
this  point  may,  if  poffible,  be  prevented. 

"  If,  during  your  continuance  on  the  American  coaft,  you    fhould 

meet  with  any  of  the  Chinefe  who  were  employed  by  Mr.  Mcares  and 
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his  affociates,  or  any  of  His  Majefly's  fubjea.s.  who  may  have  been  in 
captivity,  you  are  to  receive  them  on  board  the  floop  you  command, 
and  to  accommodate  them  in  the  bed  manner  you  may  be  able,  until 
luch  time  as  opportunities  may  be  found  of  fending  them  to  the  diffe- 
rent places  to  which  they  may  be  defirous  of  being  conveyed ;  viau- 
alling  them  during  their  continuance  on  board,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  other  perfons  on  board  the  faid  floop  are  viftualled. 
"  Given  under  our  hands  the  20th  of  auguft,  1791." 


«'To 

••  George  Vancouver,  Efq. 

commander  of  His  Majefly's  floop 
the  Difcovery. 

By  command  of  their  Lordfliips. 

Ph.  Stephens.' 


«'  Chatham. 
«  J.  T.  T( wnflicnd, 
«'  A.  Gardner." 


f. 


S 


-yv 


m 


'i 
I  .'1 


I 


,ETTF.  R 


INTRODUCTION. 


iXVU 


,ji 


Letter  from  Count  Florida  Blanca, 

fTranJlated from  the  SpaniJh.J 

"IN  conrormity  to  the  firft  article  of  the  convention  of  28th  o£lo- 
ber,  1790,  between  our  court  and  that  of  London,  (printed  copies  of 
which  you  will  have  already  received,  and  of  which  another  copy  is 
here  inclofed,  in  cafe  the  firft  have  not  come  to  hand)  you  will  give  di- 
reftions  that  His  Britannic  Majclly's  officer,  who  will  deliver  this  letter, 
fhall  immediately  be  put  into  poireffion  of  the  buildings  and  diftri£ls,  or 
parcels  of  land,  which  were  occupied  by  the  fubje61s  of  that  fovercign 
in  april,  1789,  as  well  in  the  port  of  Nootka,  or  of  Saint  Lawrence,  as 
in  the  other,  faid  to  be  called  port  Cox,  and  to  be  fituated  about  fix- 
teen  leagues  diflant  from  the  former  to  the  fouthward ;  and  that  fuch 
parcels  or  diftrifts  of  land,  of  which  the  Englifh  fubjefts  were  difpofTeffed, 
be  reflored  to  the  faid  officer,  in  cafe  the  Spaniards  fhould  not  have  given 
ihem  up. 

"  You  will  alfo  give  orders,  that  if  any  individual  in  the  fervice  of 
Britifh  fubjefls,  whether  a  Chinefe,  or  of  any  other  nation,  fhould  have 
been  carried  away  and  detained  in  thofe  parts,  fuch  perfon  fliall  be  im- 
mediately delivered  up  to  the  above-mentioned  officer. 

"  I  alfo  communicate  all  this  to  the  viceroy  of  New  Spain  by  His 
Majefly's  command,    and  by  the  fame  royal  command    I  charge  you 
with  the  mofl  pun6lual  and  precife  execution  of  this  order. 
'•  May  God  prefer ve  you  many  years. 

(Signed)  "  The  Count  Florida  Blanca." 

"  Aranjuez,  12th  may,  1791. 


'•  To  the  governor  or  comma 
of  the  port  at  Saint  Lawrence 
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••  By  ilic  Coinmifnoncis  for  executing  the  office  of  Lord 
High  Admiral  of  Grcal-Briiain  and  Ireland,  &c. 
'•  IN  addition  to  former  orders,  you  are  hereby  required  and  direft- 
cd,  by  all  proper  conveyances,  to  fend  to  our  fecrctary,  for  our  infor- 
mation, accounts  of  your  proceedings,  and  copies  of  the  furvcys  and 
drawings  you  fliall  iiave  made  ;  and,  upon  your  arrival  in  England,  you 
are  immediately  to  repair  to  this  office,  in  order  to  lay  before  us  a  full 
account  of  your  proceedings  in  the  whole  courfe  of  your  voyage ;  ta- 
king care,  before  you  leave  the  floop,  to  demand  from  the  officers,  and 
petty-officers,  the  log-books,   journals,  drawings,  &c,    they  may  have 
kept,  and  to  feal  them  up  for  our  infpe61ion ;   and  enjoining  them,  and 
tlie  whole  crew,  not  to  divulge  where  they  have  been  until  they  (hall 
have  permiffion  fo  to  do :  and  you  are  to  direft  the  lieutenant  com- 
manding the  Chatham  armed  tender  to  do  the  fame,    with  refpeft  to 
the  officers,  petty-officers,  and  crew  of  that  tender. 

"  Given  under  our  hands  the  loth  of  augurt,  1791." 
«<  To  **  Chatham. 

"  George  Vancouver,  Efq.  "  J.  T.  Townffiend. 

commander  of  His  Majefty's  floop  "  A.  Gardner." 

the  Dlfcovcry. 

By  command  of  their  Lordffiips. 

Ph.  Stephens," 
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AmongO  other  objctls  (k-inandiiig  my  JiitcMUion,  wlulll  cngngcd  m 
carrying  thcfc  orders  into  execution,  no  ojiportunity  was  ncglei'^cd  to 
remove,  as  far  as  I  was  capable,  all  fuch  errors  as  had  crept  into  the 
fcicnce  of  navigation,  and  to  eftablilh,  in  their  place,  huh  fafts  as 
would  tend  to  facilitate  the  grand  objeft  of  fiiviing  the  longitude  at 
fea ;  which  now  feenis  to  be  brought  nearly  to  a  certainty,  by  pur- 
fuing  the  lunar  method,  alhded  by  a  good  clirononieter.  On  this,  as 
well  as  fomc  other  fid)je8s,  it  is  highly  probable,  that  great  prolixity 
and  rej)etition  will  bo  found  in  the  following  pages ;  it  will,  however, 
readily  a])pear  to  the  candid  perufers  of  this  voyage,  that,  as  the  pri- 
mary dcfign  of  the  undertaking  was  to  obtain  ufel'ui  knowledge,  fo  it 
became  an  indifpenfable  duty,  on  my  part,  to  ufe  my  utmoft  exertions 
and  abilities  in  doing  juflice  to  the  original  iiUention  ,  by  detailing  the 
information  that  ar  ofe  in  the  execution  of  it,  in  a  way  calcidated  to 
iuJlruEl,  even  though  it  (hould  fail  to  entertain.  And  when  the  writer 
alleges,  that  from  the  age  of  thirteen,  his  whole  life,  to  the  commence- 
ment of  this  expedition,  (fifteen  months  only  excepted)  has  been  de- 
voted to  conflant  employment  in  Ilis  Majefty's  naval  fervice,  he  feels, 
and  with  all  pofTiblc  humiliry,  that  he  has  fome  claims  to  the  indulgence 
of  a  generous  public  ;  who,  under  fuch  circumllances,  will  not  expeft 
to  find  t  Icgancc  of  diclion,  purity  of  llylc,  or  unexceptionable  gram- 
matical accuracy  :  but  will  be  fatisfied  with  "  a  plain  unvarnifhed"  rela- 
tion, given  with  a  rigid  attention  to  the  truth  of  fuch  tranfa6lions  and 
circumllances  as  appeared  to  be  wordiy  of  recording  by  a  naval  officer, 
whole  grcatcll  pride  is  to  dcferve  the  appellation  of  being  zealous  in  the 
fcr\icc  of  111-,  king  and  country. 
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Adverlifement  from  the  Editor. 

jTTlS  a  confidcrable  delay  has  ncceflarily  taken  place  in  the  publication  of  this 
work,  in  confcqucncc  of  the  deceafe  of  the  late  Captain  Vancouver,  it 
becomes  of  abfolute  necclTuy  to  give  an  accurate  account  of  the  ftate  of  the 
work  at  the  period  when  his  laft  fatal  indifpofition  rendered  him  incapable  of 
attending  any  more  to  bufinefs  ;  left  the  melancholy  event  which  has  retarded 
its  completion  fliould  tend  to  alfed  its  authenticity  in  the  public  opinion. 

The  two  firft  volumes,  excepting  the  introdudion,  and  as  far  as  page  288  of 
the  third  and  laft  volume,  were  printed  ;  and  Captain  Vancouver  had  finiflicd 
a  laborious  examination  of  the  impreflion,  and  had  compared  it  with  the  en- 
graved charts  and  headlands  of  his  difcoverics,  from  the  commencement  of  his 
furvcy  in  the  year  1791,  to  the  conclufion  of  it  at  the  port  of  Valparaifo,  on 
his  return  to  England  in  the  year  1795.  He  had  alfo  prepared  the  introduc- 
tion, and  a  further  part  of  the  journal  as  far  as  page  408  of  the  laft  volume. 
The  whole,  therefore,  of  the  important  part  of  the  work,  which  comprehends 
his  geographical  difcovcries  and  improvements,  is  now  prcfentcd  to  the  public, 
exaiflly  as  it  would  have  been  had  Captain  Vancouver  been  ftill  living.  Tlic 
notes  which  he  had  made  on  his  journey  from  the  port  of  Valparaifo  to  his 
arrival  at  St.  Jagode  Chili,  the  capital  of  that  kingdom,  were  unfortunately  loft  ; 
and  I  am  indebted  to  Captain  Puget  for  having  aftifted  me  with  his  obferva- 
tions  on  that  occafion. 

Ever  fincc  Captain  Vancouver's  laft  return  to  England,  his  health  had  been 
in  a  very  debilitated  ftatc,  and  his  conftitution  was  evidently  fo  much  impaired 
by  the  arduous  fervices  in  which,  from  his  carlieft  youth,  he  had  been  conftant- 
ly  engaged*,  that  his  friends  dared  to  indulge  but  little  hope  that  he  would 
continue  many  years  amongft  them.  Notwithftanding  that  it  plcafed  the  Di- 
vine Providence  to  fparc  his  life  until  he  had  been  able  to  rcvife  and  complete 
the  account  of  the  geographical  part  of  his  late  Voyage  of  Difcovery,  a  cir- 

•  The  btc  Captain  V.incouvcr  was  appointed  to  the  Rcfolution  hy  Captain  Cook  in  the  autumn  of 
lhc  year  1771.  and  on  hi'-  letnrn  from  that  voyage  round  the  world,  he  undertook  to  alTifl  in  the  out- 
fit and  equipment  of  the  Dilcovcry,  dcRined  to  ;iecompanv  Captain  Cook  on  his  latl  voy:ige  to  the 
North  pole,  which  was  concluded  in  oHober,  1780.  On  the  gth  of  dcccmber  following  he  was  madu 
a  lieutenant  into  the  Martin  ftoop ;  in  this  vclTcI  he  continued  until  he  was  removed  into  the  Tamr, 
one  of  Lord  Rodney's  fleet  in  the  Well-Indies,  where  he  remained  until  tlie  middle  of  the  ye:r  1783, 
In  the  veir  1784  he  was  appointed  to,  and  liiilcd  in  the  Eiirupa  to  Jamaica,  on  which  Ration  he  cor- 
linued  ui\lil  her  return  to  England  in  September  1789.  On  the  ill  of  January,  1790,  lie  was  ap- 
pointed to  ilie  Dilcovcrv,  but  loon  afterwards  was  removed  to  the  Couragcus  :  heic  he  remained  uiuil 
dcctmhcr,  1 7C0,  when  he  was  made  malkr  and  commander,  and  appointed  to  the  Dilcoverv.  In 
Luguft,  17Q1.   In:  wjs,  without  lolicilalion.   promoted  to  the  raidc  of  poll  captain,  ami  was  paid  otf  on 


the  conclufion  ul' his  tail  voyage  in  iiovembev,  1793.  After  tliis  period  he  was  conllanllv  empKn,, 
until  within  a  few  weeks  of  his  d<ccale,  in  ma\ ,  1798,  in  piepnring  th.e  following  journal  for  publ 
s'ation. 
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ciimftance  which  mun:  ever  be  regarded  as  mofl:  fortunate  by  all  the  friends  of 
fciencc,  and  cfpccially  by  thofe  profcflional  perfons  who  may  hereafter  be  likely 
to  follow  him,  through  the  intricate  labyrinth  which  he  has  fo  minutely  explored; 
yet  it  will  ever  be  a  confideration  of  much  regret,  that  he  did  not  furvivc  to  per- 
fed:  the  narrative  of  his  labours.  He  had  made  many  curious  obfcrvations  on  the 
natural  hiftory  of  the  fcveral  countries  he  had  vifited,  and  on  the  manners,  cuf- 
toms,  laws  and  religion,  of  the  various  people  with  whom  he  had  met,  or  amongfl: 
whom  he  had  occaiionally  refided  ;  but  had  been  induced  to  poftpone  thefe  mif- 
ccllancous  matters,  left  the  regular  diary  of  the  voyage  fhould  be  interrupted  by 
the  introdudion  of  fuch  defultory  obfervations.  Thefe  he  had  intended  to  pre- 
fent  in  the  form  of  a  fupplementary  or  concluding  chapter,  but  was  prevented 
from  fo  doing  by  the  unfortunate  event  of  his  illncfs. 

Moft  of  the  papers,  which  contain  thefe  interefting  particulars,  are  too  con- 
cife  and  too  unconnected  for  me  to  attempt  any  arrangement  of  them,  or  to 
i'ubmic  them  to  the  reader  without  hazarding  Captain  Vancouver's  judgment  as 
an  obferver,  or  his  reputation  as  a  narrator,  rigidly  devoted  to  the  truth.  But 
as  fomc  of  the  notes,  which  he  made  upon  the  fpot,  are  of  too  valuable  a  nature 
to  be  intirely  loft,  I  fliall  venture  to  fubjoin  them  to  the  Hiflory  of  theVoyage, 
as  nearly  as  pofTible  in  his  own  words,  without  attempting  any  fuch  arrange- 
ment of  them,  as  might  tend  to  diminifh  their  authenticity,  or  bring  into 
doubt  that  fcrupulous  veracity  from  which  Captain  Vancouver  never  departed. 

The  whole  narrative  of  the  Voyage  of  Difcovcry  having  been  brought  to  its 
conclufion  at  Valparaifo,  by  Captain  Vancouver  himfelf,  there  only  remains  for 
me  to  add,  that  in  preparing  for  the  prefs  the  fmall  remainder  of  his  journal, 
comprehending  the  pafTage  round  Cape  Horn  to  St.  Helena,  and  from  thence 
to  England,  1  have  ftridly  adhered  to  the  rough  documents  before  me;  but  as 
no  new  incidents  occurred  in  this  part  of  the  voyage,  and  as  the  infcrtion  of 
log-book  minutes,  over  a  fpace  which  is  now  fo  frequently  traverfcd,  cannot 
cither  be  ufeful  or  entertaining,  I  have  endeavoured  to  comprefs  this  portion  of 
the  journal  into  as  few  pages  as  poftible. 

In  performing  this  painful  tafk,  1  have  had  fevere  and  ample  caufe  to  lament 
the  melancholy  office  to  which  I  have  been  compelled,  by  the  lofs  of  him 
whofe  early  departure  from  this  life  has  deprived  His  Majcfty  of  an  adive  and 
able  officer,  truth  and  fcience  of  a  fteady  fupporter,  fociety  of  an  uniformly 
valuable  member,  and  in  addition  to  the  feelings  of  many  who  live  to  regret  the 
lofs  of  a  finccrc  friend,  I  have  to  deplore  that  of  a  moft  affcdionate  brother. 
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BOOK  THE  FIRST. 

Tranfaftions  from  the  commencement  of  the  expedition, 

until  our  departure  from  Otaheite. 

CHAPTER  I. 

Equipment  of  the  Discovery  and  the  Chatham — Departure  from 
Falniouth — Vifit  and  tranJaElions  at  Teneriffe — Occurrences  and  obferva- 
iions  during  the  pajfage  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope — Tranfadions  there^ 
and  departure  thence. 


1790. 

December. 


On  the  15th  of  December,  1790,  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  my  Wcdncf.  7^. 
comminion  as  comnr.ander  of  His  Majefty's  (loop  the  Difcovery,  then 
lying  at  Dcptford,  where,  the  next  morning,  I  joined  her,  and  began  Thurfdayj6. 
entering  men. 

Lieutenant  William  Robert  Broughton  having  been  feleSed  as  a  proper 
officer  to  command  the  Chatham,  he  was  accordingly  appointed ;  but  the 
repairs  ilie  demanded  prevented  her  equipment  keeping  pace  with  that  of  v-  — ,~'.»; 
the  Difcovery ;  which  in  moft  rcfpcfts  being  completed  by  thurfday  the  Thurfda76. 
6th  of  January,  1791,  the  fails  were  bent,  and  the  fliip  got  in  readinefs  to 
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proceed  down  tlu-  river.  With  a  Hivonible  wind  on  the  following  day  we 
liiiled,  and  ancliored  in  Long  Reach  about  five  in  the  evening.  Ahiiough 
this  trial  of  t!ie  Ihip  may  appear  vciy  idfignificant,  yet  as  (lie  had  never 
been  under  I'ail,  it  was  not  made  without  fome  anxiel)-.  The  eondrudion 
of  her  upper  works,  for  the  fake  of  adding  to  the  comfort  of  the  accom- 
modations^ differing  materially  from  the  general  fadiion,  pro<iucetl  an  un- 
lighily  app/arancc  ;  and  gave  rife  to  various  opinions  unfavorable  to  her 
qualities  as  a  fea-boat ;  for  which  reafon  it  was  natural  10  pay  the  minutcll 
attention  to  her  (leering,  and  other  prt)pcrties  whf^n  ii\  motion  ;  and  we 
obtained  in  the  courfe  of  this  fhori  expedition,  the  pleafing  profpe(-^  of 
her  proving  lumdy,  and  in  all  other  relpcds  a  very  comfortable  wd'd. 
Various    neeeffary   occupations  dctaiiiecl  us   in    Long  Reach   until    the 

W'cdnci.  2C'.  2()ih,  when,  liaving  taken  on  board  all  our  ordnance  (lores,  and  fuch 
things  as  were  wanted  from  Dcptford  dock  yard,  we  proceeded  down  the 
river  on  our  way  to  Porilmouth.  My  orders  for  this  purpofe  were  accom- 
panied by  another,  to  receive  on  board  and  convey  to  his  native  country 
Tozoraro,  an  Indian,  from  one  of  the  Sandwich  Illands,  who  had  been 
brought  from  thence  by  fome  of  the  north  wed  American  traders  in  July 
178c).  This  man  had  lived,  whilfl  in  England,  in  great  obfcurity,  and 
did  hot  feem  in  the  lead  to  have  benefited  by  his  refidence  in  this  country. 
Ohfavorable  winds  prevented  our  reaching  the  Downs  until  the  30th; 
where  they  ftill  continued,  and,  being  attended  with  very  boiderous  wea- 

VhJiday'^.  ther,  detained  us  until  the  3d  of  february  ;  when,  with  a  (hong  gale 
from  the  northward,  we  proceeded  down  channel.  About  noon  m'c 
pafled  the  South  Foreland,  and  had  the  misfortune  to  lo(c  John  Brown, 
who  fell  overboard,  and  was  drowned.  lie  was  one  of  the  Carpenter's 
mates,  an  exceedingly  good  man,  and  very  much  regretted.  About  noon 
on  the  5th  we  anchored  at  Spithead,  where  Rear- Admiral  Goodall's  flag 
was  flying  on  board  His  Majedy's  diip  \'anguard,  in  company  with 
twelve  fail  of  the  line,  and  fcv(  ral  frigates. 

Some  defers  in  the  fliip's  head  were  already  evident,  as  the  bum- 
kins,  and  a  confiderable  part  of  the  head  were  no\v  wadied  away. 
Tlicfe  repairs,  with  fuch  other  duties  as  were  neeeffary,  I  gave  orders  to 
have  executed  -,  and  my  prefence  being  required  in  London,  I  repaired 
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iliithor;  wlicip  I  rcmuinal  until  the  27th,  when  I  returned  to  Portfmouth, 
with  ordirs  to  proceed  lo  Tahuouth. 

On  former  voy;)t;e.s  of  this  delhiption,  ii  had  been  euflomary  lo  pay 
ilie  oHicers  and  Ihip's  company,  the  vvafrcs  that  had  becoirie  due  wliilll  they 
had  been  employed  in  the  equipment  of  the  veffels,  wliich  in  mneral  had 
ocenpicd  fi\  months  or  uj)ward>,;  enabling  them  by  I'uch  means  more 
elli  (Inally  to  jjrovide  themlelves  with  thole  comforts  which  fueh  long  and 
remote  ferviees  ever  demand.  But  as  a  fimilar  payment  to  the  crews  of 
the  Difeoxery  and  Chatham,  (whofe  complements  were  now  complete)  for 
tlie  Ihort  time  tlicy  had  been  in  pay,  would  have  been  of  little  alfiftance  ; 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  at  my  folicitation,  had  the  goodnefs  to  grant 
them  three  months  pay  in  advance;  which  was  accordingly  received  free 
of  all  dedu6tions. 

I  ha\e  already  mentioned  that  tlie  Navy  Board  had  fupplicd  me  with  an 
adbrtmeni  of  mathematical  inflruments;  and  the  Board  of  Longitude,  in 
compliance  with  the  wifhes  of  the  Admiralty,  provided  in  addition  two 
chronometers ;  one  made  by  the  late  eminent  Mr.  Kendall,  (die  excellence 
of  which  had  been  manilefled  on  board  the  Difcovery  during  Captain 
Cook's  lafl  vo)'age,  and  which  had  lately  been  cleaned  and  put  into  order 
by  its  very  worthy  and  ingenious  maker,  a  Ihort  time  before  his  deceafe;) 
the  other  lately  made  by  Mr.  Arnold.  Thefe  had  both  been  depofited  at 
the  obfervatory  of  the  Porthnoulh  academy,  for  the  purpoie  of  finding 
tluir  refpeclive  errors,  and  for  afcertaining  their  rate  of  going.  The  for- 
mer A\as  delivered  to  me,  with  fuch  obfervations  as  had  been  made  to  that 
efle6}  :  ^v•henee  it  appeared  to  be  fall  of  mean  time  at  Greenwich,  on  the 
id  of  Match  at  noon,  i'  30"  18'",  and  to  be  gaining  on  mean  time  at  the  Tucfday  1. 
rate  of  6"  12"  per  day.  The  latter  was  directed  to  be  put  on  board  the 
Cliatluim,  which  velfel  had  now  arrived  from  the  river. 

Having  compleiel)'  finilhed  our  bufinefs  with  the  dock-yard  on  thurf- 
(iay  evening,  we  dropped  down  to  St.  Helen's,  and  the  next  morning 
proceeded  down  channel,  leaving  the  Chadium  behind,  not  as  yet  quite 
ready  to  accompany  us  ;  in  our  wa)'  we  ftopped  at  Guernfey,  and  on  the 
12th  arrived  at  Falmouth,  where  I  was  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the  Chat-  Saturday  r.:. 
ham,   and  to  receive  my  final  inftruftions  for  the  profecution  of  the 
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Sunday  20, 


voyage.  An  Admiralty  incirongor  prcfi'iucd  mcwith  the  latter  on  fun- 
day  the  20lh  ;  but  tlic  Cluitliain  did  not  arrive  until  the  3 ill,  when  Lieu- 
tenant Broughton,  who  had  orders  to  put  hinilell"  under  my  eonimand, 
rceei\'cd  lueh  llgnals  and  inllruttions  as  were  neeellary  on  this  ocealion. 
He  informed  me,  that  they  had  expciieneed  a  very  hoilterons  palFage  from 
Spitliead,  and  that  the  Chatham  had  proved  fo  very  crank,  as,  in  fonie 
iiillanees,  to  oeealioii  eonliderahie  alarm.  Fhe  length  of  time  I  had  al- 
ready waited  for  her  arrival  rendered  this  intelligence  very  unpleafant  ; 
as,  demanding  immediate  attention,  it  would  eaufe  further  delay,  which 
I  much  wifhed  to  avoid;  efpecially  as  a  favorable  gale  for  clearing  the 
channd  now  prevailed.  The  apprehenhon  of  further  detention  by 
contrary  winds,  fhould  we  lofe  the  prefent  opj)ortimity  by  breaking  up 
the  Chatham's  hold  for  the  reception  of  more  ballad,  induced  me  to 
refort  to  another  expedient,  that  of  lending  her  all  our  (hot,  which  when 
fhurfdjyai.  flowed  amidfliips  as  low  down  as  poflible,  and  every  weight  removed 
from  al)o\e,  we  flattered  ourfelves  would  be  the  means  of  affording  a 
temporarA'  relief  to  this  inconvenience. 

A  gentle  breeze  from  the  n.e.  at  day  dawn  on  friday  the  ifl:  of  april, 
enabled  us  to  fail  out  of  Carrack  road,  in  company  with  the  Chatham; 
and  at  midnight  we  took  a  long  farewell  of  our  native  fhores.  1"hc 
Lizard  lights  bore  by  compafs  N.x\'.w.-i  w.  about  eight  leagues  diftant ; 
and  the  wind  being  in  the  weftern  quarter,  we  flood  to  the  fbuthward. 
Towards  the  morning  of  the  2d,  on  the  wind's  fhifting  to  the  fbuth,  we 
flood  to  the  weflward,  clear  of  the  Englifh  channel;  with  minds,  it  may 
eafdy  be  conceived,  not  entirely  free  from  ferious  and  contemplative  rc- 
fleftions.  The  remote  and  barbarous  regions,  which  were  now  deflined, 
for  fome  years,  to  be  our  tranfitory  places  of  abode,  were  not  likely  to 
afford  us  any  means  of  communicating  with  our  native  foil,  our  fami- 
lies, our  friends  or  favorites,  whom  we  were  now  leaving  far  behind;  and 
to  augment  thefe  painful  refleftions.  His  Majeflv's  proclamation  had  ar- 
rived at  Falmouth,  the  evening  prior  to  our  departure,  offering  bounties 
for  manning  the  fleet;  feveral  fail  of  the  line  were  put  into  conmiiffion, 
and  flag  officers  appointed  to  different  commands:  thefe  were  circum- 
(lances  fimilar   to  thofe  under   which,   in   augufl,   1776,    I  had  failed 
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from  F.nj^Iand  iii  tin-  DilcovTry,  commandrd  by  Captain  CIcrkr,  on  a  no|- 
voyi>gr  wliich  in  its  u\)]('ti  nearly  reloinUicd  tlu-  rxiK-dition  wo  were  now  <,  -,-■ . 
about  to  undertake.  This  very  unexpc^Ud  arnianii-nt  could  not  be  re- 
jiTiinlcd  witliout  oauHnf^  various  ()])inioiis  in  thole  who,  from  day  to 
day,  would  have  oi)])()rtunitifs  of  noiiiinj^  tin-  li-veral  meal'uus  incHninjr 
to  war  or  peace;  but  to  us,  dellined,  as  it  were,  to  a  long  and  remote 
exile,  and  ])rccluded,  for  an  indefinite  period  of  time,  fioin  all  chance- 
of  becoming  acquainted  with  its  refult,  it  was  the  fource  of  inexprclhble 
foliciiude,  and  our  lirlings  on  the  occalion  may  be  better  conceived 
tiian  defcribed. 

Having  no  particular  route  to  tiie  pacific  ocean  pointed  out  in  my  in- 
flruttions,  anfl  being  left  at  perfert  liberty  to  purfue  that  which  appeared 
the  moft  eligible,  1  did  not  hefitate  to  prefer  the  pall'age  by  way  of  the 
cape  of  Good  Hope,    intending  to  vifit  the  Madeiras,   for  the  purpofe 
of  procuring  wine  and  refrcfhments.      Our  courfc  was  accordingly  fo 
dirc6led  againft  winds  very  unfavorable  to  our  willies.      At  noon  on  the 
3d  we  reached  the  latitude  of  |8",iH'  north,  longitude,  by  the  chronometer,  Sunday  •^ 
6"  ^^'  well ;  where  the  cloudy  weather  i)reventing  our  making  the  necef- 
fary  obfervations  on  the  fun  eclipfijd  produced  no  fmall  degree  of  con- 
cern ;  as  with  the  late  improvement  of  applying  deep  magnif)ing  pow- 
ers to  the  telefcopcs  of  fextants,  the  obfervations  on  folar  eelipfes  are 
rendered  \ery  eafy  to  be  made  at  fea  ;    and  although  we  were  not  fortu- 
nate enough  on  this  occafion  to  procure  fuch,  at  the  intereding  periods  of 
the  eclipfe,  as  would  have  put  this  improvement  fully  to  the  tell,  yet 
it  was  evident  that  thefe  obfervations  to  perfons  not  much  accullomed  to 
aflronomical  purfuits  would  be  rendered  plain  and  eafy,  by  the  rcfleftcd 
image  of  the  fun  being  brought  down  to  the  horizon  ;  fo  that  the  begin- 
ning and  the  end  of  the  eclipfe  would  be  afcertaincd  by  the  help  of  thefc 
deep  magnifying  telefcopes  with  great  precifion  ;  and  probably  it  may 
not  be  unworthy  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Longitude  to  contrive, 
and  caufe  fuch  calculations  to  be  publifhed,  as   would  tend  to  render 
thefe  obfervations  generally  ufcful  in  the  various  parts  of  the  globe,  with- 
out the  tedious  procefs  of  calculating  eelipfes.     The  wind,  continuing  in 
the  fouthcrn  quarter,  rendered  our  progrefs  flow ;  the  weather,  however, 
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being  clear,  afforded  us  employment  in  taking  fonic  good  lunar  obfcrva- 
tions  ;  which,  reduced  to  the  12th  at  noon,  ga\c  the  mean  rcriilt  of  four 
fets,  taken  by  me,  1 2°  24'  wefl  longitude ;  four  Cets  taken  by  Mr.Whidbey, 
12°  30';  the  chronometer  at  the  fame  time  (hewing  12"  9' ;  and  as  I  con- 
fidered  the  latter  to  be  nea reft  the  truth,  the  lunar  oblcrvations  appeared 
to  be  15'  to  21'  too  far  to  the  weftward.  The  longitude,  by  dead 
reckoning,  13"  22',  and  the  latitude  44"  22' north.  The  error  in  reckon- 
ing amounting  almoft  to  a  degree,  feemed  moft  likely  to  ha\e  been  occa- 
fioned  by  our  not  Inning  made  fufficient  allowance  for  the  variation  of 
the  compafs  on  our  (ir(l  failing,  as,  inOead  of  allowing  from  22°  to  s^^ 
which  was  what  we  elleemed  the  variation,  our  obfer\  ations  for  aicertain- 
ing  this  faft,  when  the  (hip  was  fuHicienlly  (leady,  (hewed  the  variation  to 
be  28"  and  2cf -^  weOwardly.  7'hefe  o])portunities,  however,  had  not 
occurred  fo  frequently  as  I  could  have  wilhed,  owing  to  a  condant  irre- 
gular fwell  that  had  accompanied  us  fince  leaving  the  land,  and  a  ufed  (b 
much  motion  and  pitching,  that  the  whole  head  railings,  bumkins,  &c. 
were  again  wafhed  awa}'. 

In  latitude  42°  34'  north,  longitude  12°  31' weft,  the  variation  of  the 
compafs,  by  the  mean  rcfult  of  (ix  fets  of  obfervations  taken  by  three 
compa(res  differing  from  25"  57'  to  27°  35',  was  obferved  to  be  26°  29' 
weftwardly.  The  current  was  found  to  fet  in  a  direction  e.n.k.  at  the 
rate  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  per  hour.  The  whole  of  the  day  being  per- 
fefclly  calm,  with  remarkably  fine  weather,  induced  me  to  embrace  the 
opportunity  of  unbending  all  our  fails  which  wanted  alteration,  and  to 
bend  an  entire  new  fuit ;  thefe  I  caufed  to  be  foaked  over  board  for  fome 
hours,  that  the  fea  water  might  diflblve  the  fize  ufed  in  making  the  can- 
vafs,  and  by  that  iTicans  i\tl  as  a  preventive  againfl  the  mildew  in  liot 
rainy  weather.  This  procefs  might  probably  be  found  ufcful  in  the 
operation  of  bleaching. 

On  our  departure  from  England,  I  did  not  intend  ufing  any  antifeptic 
provifions,  ui  il  the  refreflimcnts  which  we  might  be  enabled  to  procure 
at  the  Madeiras  fliould  be  cxhaufled:  but  light  baffling  winds,  together 
with  the  crank  (ituarion  and  bad  failing  of  the  Chatham,  having  fo 
retarded  our  progrefs,  iliat.  by  the  21ft,  we  were  advanced  no  further 
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than  tlie  latitude  of  3  3"  7' north,  longitude  i.j"  40' weft  :  four  krout  and 
poi  table  broth  liad,  for  lome  days,  been  ferved  on  board  each  of  the 
velTels ;  the  (lore  rooms  had  been  cleared,  cleaned,  and  wafhed  with  vine- 
gar, and  the  (hip  had  been  finoked  with  gunpowder  mixed  with  vinegar. 
As  I  liad  ever  confidercd  fire  the  mofi  hkeh'  and  efficacious  means  to  keej) 
up  a  conflant  circulation  of  frefh  and  piu'e  air  tliroughoiit  a  (iiip  ;  in  the 
fire  pait  of  everv  day  good  fire's  were  burning  between  decks,  antl  in  the 
well.  Both  decks  were  kept  clean,  and  as  (h}'as  polfible,  and  notwith- 
ftanding  the  weather  was  hot,  and  the  fmoke  an<l  heat  tlience  arifingwas 
confidercd  as  inconvenient  and  difagreeable,  yet  I  was  confident  that  a  due 
attention  to  this  particular,  and  not  ^v•a{hing  too  frequently  below,  were 
indifpenfable  precautions,  and  would  be  ])roduMive  of  the  moft  falubrious 
and  happy  effefts  in  preferving  the  healtli  and  lives  of  our  people.  Thefc 
preventive  meafures  becoming  the  flamhng  orders  of  the  Difco\cry, 
it  will  be  uimeciffary  hereafter  to  repeat  tk.at  they  were  regularly  en- 
forced, as  they  were  obferved  throughout  the  voyage  with  tlie  firifteft 
attention.  It  may  not,  however,  on  this  fubjedl,  be  improper  to  remark 
that  if  inftead  of  bifcuit,  feamen  were  pr()\  ick-d  with  frefli  foft  bread, 
which  can  eafily  be  made  very  good  at  fea,  and  a  large  proportion  of 
wholefonic  water,  where  the  nature  of  the  fervices  will  admit  of  fuch  a 
lupply,  the)-  woidd  add  greatly  to  the  prcfervation  of  that  moft  valuable 
of  all  blelfinos,  health. 

'J1ie  e\ening  of  the  23d,  being  remarkably  fine  and  ferenc,  broutrht 
us  m  fight  of  the  iOand  Porto  San6lo,  bearing  by  compafs  s.vv.  i\v. 
20  leagues  difhint :  the  next  afternr.on  we  palfed  its  meridian,  when 
the  chronometer  ftiewing  its  longitude  to  be  16"  24'  11^",  varjing  only 
one  minute  to  the  wcftward  of  the  true  longitude  of  that  illand,  proved 
itfelf  to  be  going  very  w^ell.  As  Madeira  was  our  objeft,  every  ef- 
fort was  exerted  to  gain  Funchal  Road,  until  the  evening  of  the  25th, 
when  the  wind  becoming  exceffively  variable,  and  the  weather  gloomy 
and  unfettled,  that  ftation  feemed  ineligible  for  executing  the  fervice 
of  which  the  Chatham  ftood  in  need ;  namely,  the  breaking  up  her 
hold,  for  the  purpofe  of  receiving  a  larg(^  portion  of  ballaft.  Confider- 
ing  therefore  the  roadftead  of  S'Xiuz  as  better  calculated  for  this  bufinefs, 
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we  proceeded  towards  Teneriffe.  The  wind  which  had  been  gene- 
rally from  the  weft,  veered  round  by  the  north,  as  we  advanced  to 
^^  '  the  fouthward,  and  fettled  in  the  n.e.  trade,  accompanied  with  fine 
pleafant  weather,  which,  on  the  26th,  in  latitude  30"  54'  north,  afforded 
me  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  feveral  fets  of  lunar  diftanccs  with  the 
different  fextants  in  the  fhip.  Thefe  were  twelve  in  number,  of  the  fol- 
lowing eminent  makers  in  London,  (viz.)  Ramfden,  Dollond,  Trough- 
ton,  Adams,  and  Gilbert,  though  the  greater  number  were  made  by  Mr. 
Ramfien,  They  all  agreed  exceedingly  well  together,  and  their  mean 
refult  fiiewcd  the  longitude  to  be  16°  21'  32":  the  chronometer  made  the 
longitude  16°  31'  15"  weft;  and  as  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the  lat- 
ter being  neareft  the  truth,  the  refult  of  the  lunar  obfervations,  by  the 
feveral  fextants,  appeared  to  be  9'  43"  too  far  to  the  eaftward.  On  the 
other  fide  of  the  moon,  my  lunar  obfervations  were  15'  to  the  weft  of  the 
true,  or  nearly  the  true,  longitude,  as  was  proved  on  our  making  the 
Madeiras.  This  evinces  the  accuracy  with  which  thefe  obfervations  are 
in  general  capable  of  being  made  with  good  inftruments,  and  by  a  care- 
ful obferver. 
ThurfdayaS.  In  the  morning  of  the  28th,  the  pic  of  Teneriffe  was  feen  bearing  by 
compafs  s.w.  about  fixteen  leagues  diftant ;  and,  in  the  evening,  as  we  ap- 
proached the  roadftead  of  S'*  Cruz,  we  were  met  by  the  mafter  attendant, 
who  placed  the  fliip  in  what,  he  faid,  he  conceived  the  beft  birth  in  the 
roadftead,  and  the  Chatham  in  our  immediate  neighbourhood. 

When  the  ftiip  was  fecured,  an  olhcer  was  fent  to  inform  the  governor 
of  our  arrival,  and  to  folicit  his  permiffion  to  take  on  board  fuch  wine, 
and  refreftiments  as  we  required;  but  having  underftood  that  he  had 
waved  a  return  of  falute  to  fome  of  His  Majefty's  fhips  that  had  lately 
vifitcd  Teneriffe;  I  did  not  choofe  to  rifls.  a  refufal,  however  polite,  to 
comply  with  this  compliment.  The  officer  was  civilly  received;  and  the 
contractor  was,  the  next  morning,  direfted  to  fupply  the  difterent  articles 
of  which  we  ftood  in  need, 

Af,c()iiii)anief!  l)y  Mr.  Jiroughton,  Mr.  Klenzies,  and  feme  of  the  other 
jixS.-y  ■!().      ofticcr.s,  on  friday  forenoon,  I  waited  on  his  excellency  Sen'  D  >n  An- 
tonio Guitierrcs,  the  governor  general  of  the  Canaries,  who  then  rcfided 
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in   iliccitv  of  S'-'Cruz.      His  excellency  received  us  with  ilie  politcncfs       n9'- 
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ufual  on  thtfe  occafions,  and  allured  us  of  h.s  readincfs  to  alFord  us  e\ery   v ^-— ^ 

ainilance  ;  but  apologized  that  the  poverty  of"  the  country  prevented  his 
inviting  us  to  his  tahl(\  Attended  by  the  fame  party,  on  funday  I  vifiled  •''""day  t. 
the  eiiy  of  Lagoona,  and  after  fatisfying  our  curiofity  with  its  external 
appccuance,  we  returned  to  S'^Cruz,  and  dined  with  Mr.  Rhoney,  an 
Irifli  gentleman,  to  whofe  hofpitality  we  were  greatly  indebted.  Had  we 
not  fortunately  met  with  him  immediately  on  our  landing,  we  fhould 
have  been  much  inconvenienced,  as  there  did  not  appear  another  perfon 
on  tl'.c  ifland  who  was  inclinable  to  oHer  us  (belter  from  the  fcorchin? 
rays  of  the  fun,  or  to  afford  us  the  fmallefl  refreflmicnt. 

We  had  the  mortification,  this  morning,  of  finding  the  fmali  bower 
cable  cut  through  nearly  in  the  middle,  which  feemed  to  ha^'e  been  occa- 
fioncd  by  an  anchor  lying  at  the  bottom.  The  lofs  of  an  anchor  in  a 
fituation  where  no  other  could  be  procured,  was  a  matter  of  ferious  con- 
cern ;  no  pains  were  fpared  to  regain  it  until  the  afternoon  of  the  5th,  Timrfday  5, 
uhen  all  our  exertions  proved  ineffeftual ;  and  being  apprehcnfive  that 
other  loll  anchors  might  be  in  its  vicinit)',  we  weighed,  went  further  out, 
and  again  anchored  in  ,30  fathoms  water  on  a  fbft  dark  oozy  bottom 
intermixed  with  fmall  white  fliells,  having  the  northernmofl  church  fieeplc 
in  a  line  with  the  center  of  the  jetty,  bearing  by  compafs  N.  48  vv. 
and  ilie  fouthernmoll  fort  s.  71  w,  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
from  the  town.  This  anchorage  appeared  to  be  far  j)referable  to  our  for- 
mer fiiuation,  being  nearly  as  convenient  to  the  landing  place,  without 
the  hazard  of  damaging  the  cables  by  anchors  which  fmall  veffcls  might 
have  loll  nearer  in  fliore;  and  which  is  the  only  danger  to  be  appre- 
hended here,  as  the  bottom  is  good  holding  ground,  and,  to  all  ap- 
pearance, pcrfe611y  free  from  rocks. 

The  furf  that  had  beaten  with  great  violence  on  the  fhores  for  fome  days 
pad,  and  for  fheltering  againft  which  the  pier  of  S"  Cruz  is  but  ill  contri- 
ved, had  much  retarded  the  Chatham's  bufmels  of  taking  on  board  fliingle 
baliail,  and  prevented  the  completion  of  that  objetl  until  late  on  faturday  Sauiubv  7. 
night,  when  we  put  to  fea,  and  direded  our  courfe  to  the  fouthward. 

The  ballull  which  the  Chatham  had  no\v^  taken  on  board  certainly  prc- 
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vented  lier  Ijciiig  fo  very  crank,  but  it  did  not  Rem  to  have  contributed  to 
lier  failing,  as  the  Difcoverv  dill  prcH^rxed  a  great  iuneriority  in  tliat  refpeft. 
Not  liaving  Cupporcd  Ave  {hould  have  been  lb  long  detained  at  Tene- 
rifFe,  I  took  no  Heps  for  making  allronomieal  oblervations  on  (hore; 
thofe  taken  on  board  flicwcd  the  longitude  by  the  chronometer  to  be 
16'^  17'  5",  only  50"  to  the  wcftward  of  the  true  longitude,  as  laid  down 
in  the  requifite  tables :  the  latitude  by  our  obfervations  was  28°  28'  38", 
and  the  variation,  by  the  mean  refult  of  all  our  cards  and  compalFes, 
was  16'  ,38',  differing  from  15°  58'  to  17°  17'  wedwardly. 

For  the  information  of  thofe  who  may  be  induced  to  vifit  Teneriffc 
at  tliis  feafon  of  the  year  with  the  hope  of  procuring  refrefliments,  I 
mull  remark,,  that  we  found  the  wine,  water,  and  beef  exceedingly  good, 
and  were  induced  to  take  fome  days  fuppiv  of  the  latter  to  fea  :  but  fruit, 
vegetables,  poultry,  and  all  kinds  of  live  flock  were  very  indifferent,  and 
moft  extravagantly  cxpcnfn  e. 

Sundays.  Towards  noon  of  the  8th,  vre  loft  fight  of  the  Canaries.     The  trade 

wind  blew  a  pleafant  gale,  the  fea  was  finooth,  and  the  weather,  being 
fine,  enabled  us  to  make  fome  excellent  lunar  obfervations  ;  thole  I  took 
fhcwed  the  longitude  to  be  iCf  >^'2' ^6" :  thofe  taken  by  Mr.  Whidbey 
16°  52' 30";  and  the  chronometer  (hewed  16"  .17' .1.5".  The  latitude,  at 
this  time,  was  27""  5'  north ;  and  the  variation,  bv  three  compaffes  differ- 
ing from  15°  lo'  to  18"  51',  was  17°  33'  ,|o"  weftwardl)'. 

Our  courfe  from  the  Canaries  was  dire61ed  to  the  wcftward  of  the 
cape  Dc  Verds,  which  we  gained  fight  of  and  palled  on  the  forenoon  of 

Saturday  14.  the  14th.  Thc  N.w.  extremity  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Antonio  aj)peared, 
by  our  obfervations,  to  be  fituated  in  17°  10'  north  latitude,  and  25"  3' 22" 
weft  longitude:  thc  variation  of  the  compafs  1  2°32'  15"  weftwardly.  The 
frelh  beef  that  we  had  brought  from  TeneriHe  being  exhaufted,  on  the 

Wednef.  18.  18th,  portable  broth  and  four  krout  were  again  ferved  to  the  ftiip's  crews  ; 
at  this  time  we  had  reached  the  latitude  of  ()°35'  north,  longitude  23"  27' 
weft,  when  the  weather,  which  had  been  plealiuit  and  attended  with  a 
frefii  gale  from  the  n.  1:.  very  materially  altered:  the  wind  flackened  and 
veered  round  to  the  nortli,  and  the  atmofjihere,  though  not  cloudy,  w^as 
encumbered  with  a  bright  haze  nearly  approaching  to  a  fog  but  without 
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the  lead  dampnels  or  Imniidltv.     Through  this  nicdium  ilic  heavenly        '!''>'• 
bodies  were  fullieicntly  vKlhle   whilfl.  icrrellrial  objefcls  were  only  dii'-   i.   --,-  _» 
cerniblc  at  fmall  diftanccs,    'Ihis  very  lingular  appearanee  continued  a  few 
da)s  until  the  21II,  when,  in  latitude  6"  20' north,  and  longitude  22°4o'   SaturUay2i. 
well,  th.e  northerly  breeze  died  awav.  the  dcnfe  atmofpherc  difappeared,  and 
they  were  fuceeeded  by  eahn,  eloudy,  hot  weather,  the  thermometer  (land- 
ing fioni  80"  to  83",  attended  with  Tome  heavy  fliowers  of  rain  and  gulls 
of  wind  in  \arious  directions,  though  generally  from  the  eaftern  quarter 
between  n.k.  and  fouth.     Our  progrefs,  with  this  kind  of  weather,  was 
flow  until  the  24th,  when,  in  latitude  4°  25'  nordi,  longitude  21"  36' weft,  Tuefday  ai. 
we  fccmed  to  have  pafTed  the  line  of  thofe  unpleafant  and  frequently  un- 
healthy regions.     The  fteadincfs  of  the  gentle  gale,  and  the  ferenity  of 
the  weather  indicated  our  having  reached  the  s,i:.  trade;  thefe  conjec- 
tures were  loon  eftabliflied  by  the  wind  gradually  increafing,  fo  that,  about 
midnight  on  the  27U1,  we  crofted  the  equator  in  25°  15'  weft  longitude.   FiiJay  27. 
The  variation  to  this  point  had  graduall)%  though  not  very  regularly, 
decreaf(-'d  to   about  9°  weftwardly  ;    and  the  lunar  obfervations,   lately 
taken,  had  correfponded  widiin  a  few  minutes  with  the  longitude  ftiewn 
by  the  chronometer. 

Crofting  the  equator  fo  far  to  the  weftward  has  been  frequently  objefled 
to,  as  being  liable  to  entangle  ftiips  with  the  coaft  of  Brazil.  I  am, 
however,  of  a  difterent  opinion,  and  conceive  many  advantages  are  de- 
rived by  thus  crofting  the  line  •  fuch  as,  purfuirtg  a  track  deftitute  of 
thofe  calms  and  hea\'}'  rains,  which  are  ever  attendant  on  a  more  eaft- 
wardly  route.  B\-  every  information  I  have  been  enabled  to  colleet,  it 
does  not  appear  that  much  is  to  be  gained  in  point  of  diftance  by  crofting 
the  equator  in  a  more  eaftwardly  longitude  :  fmce  it  leems  that  velleis 
which  have  purfued  their  foutherly  courfe  to  crofs  the  line  under  the 
10th,  15th,  or  20th  meridian  of  weft  longitude,  have,  by  tlie  trade 
wind  blowing  there  in  a  more  foutherly  diredion,  been  driven  equallv 
as  flirweft,  to  the  25th,  26th,  and  27111  degrees  of  weft  longitude  before 
they  have  been  enabled  to  gain  the  variable  winds,  without  the  benefit  of 
a  conftant  breeze  and  fair  weather,  which  with  the  very  little  interrup- 
tion between  the  21ft  and  24th,  was  experienced  during  this  paftage. 

<^  2  From 
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Iron)  till'  (quaior,  with  a  brilk  trade  wind,  wc  llccrcd  will)  a  full  fail 
and  flowing-  fhcct ;  which  by  the  id  of  June  brought  us  to  the  latitude  of 
7"5ii'lbuth,  loiigiiude  l!()"  7' wed  ;  whenee  we  ecal'ed  dretehiiig  further 
to  the  wellward,  and  made  a  courfe  goo<l  a  few  degrees  to  the  eadvvard 
of  fcnitli ;  Id  tluii  on  the  gth  we  had  reached  the  latitude  of  19"  .]f  louth, 
longitude  27"  27'  wed,  approaching  to  the  parallel  of  the  illands  Trina- 
dada  and  Martin  Vas.  The  wind  now  permitted  our  deering  well  to  the 
eadward  of  fouth;  but  ledan  error  fliould  have  ex'ded  in  our  longitude, 
or  in  that  of  thofe  iflands,  I  diretled  tlie  ('hatham  to  increafe  her  dillance 
from  us  by  holding  a  fouth  courfe,  for  the  purpofe  of  gaining  a  view 
of  that  land  :  by  fun-fet  we  were  in  the  hititudc  of  20'  9'  fouth,  the 
parallel  of  thofe  iflands,  but  faw  r.o!iiing  of  them.  The  long'tude  of  the 
former  is  dated  to  be  28°  50',  that  of  the  laivcr  28°  ,31'  wed;  allowing 
their  longitude,  and  that  of  the  diip,  to  ha-ve  been  accurately  afeertained, 
■we  paded  them  at  the  didanee  of  2  }  and  19  leagues. 

Sund^iy  12.  On  the  1 2th  we  eroded  the  foudiern  tropic  in  25'^!  8'  wed  longitude ;  the 
variation  of  the  compafs  had  now  gradually  decreufed  to  .\"  ;]o'  wedward- 
ly,  and  having  lately  taken  many  very  goorl  lunar  didances  of  the  dm  anc} 
dars  on  different  ddes  of  ilie  moon,  I  adlimcd  their  mean  refult  as  the  true 
longitude,  or  nearly  fo  :  by  whieli,  the  obfervations  lor  the  longitude, 
according  to  the  chronometer,  appeared  to  be  i.j'  25"  too  far  to  the  ead- 
ward; M^hence  it  (hould  appear,  tliat  it  was  not  gaining  quite  fb  much  as 
liad  been  allowed  in  conlequcnce  of  its  rate,  as  afeertained  at  Portfmouth. 
After  crofTing  the  tropic  of  Cancer,  the  wind  became  very  variable,  as 

•iM-Sihy  28.  well  in  point  of  drength  as  in  diretlion,  fo  that  on  the  28th  we  had  only 
advanced  to  the  latitude  of  31°  56'  fouth,  longitude  4"  18'  wed. 

The  weather  was  in  general  very  plealimt :  and  the  Chatham,  to  our 
great  mortification,  continued  to  fail  equally  flow  in  light  as  in  frefh  gales, 
which  materially  ade6ied  the  progrefs  of  our  voyage  ;  the  objeft  of  whicli 
was  of  fuch  a  nature  that  it  would  allow  of  no  ojiportunity  being  paffed 
by,  that,  with  propriety,  could  be  embraced  for  the  advancement  of  geo- 
graphy and  navigation  :  and  as  Captain  Cook's  chart  of  the  Sandwich 
illands  prefented  little  field  for  any  improvement  that  could  occupy  the 
fevcral  winters  we  w^      likely  to  pafs  in  their  vicinity,  I  refblved  in  our 

way 


f 


■¥ 


'% 
1 


■1 


m 


\i.«. 
■^ 


■'ii;- 


A».'«* 


ROUND    T  n  E    W  O  R  L  D. 


^3 


ics, 


i 


•f 


m 
■% 


way  to  the  pacific  ocean  to  vifit  the  s.w.  pail  of  New  Holland,  and  en- 
deavour to  acquire  (bnic  information  of  that  unknown,  though  interelUng 
country.  Having  much  bufinefs  to  perfoini  at  tlie  cape  of  Good  Hope 
in  the  carpenter's  department,  it  became  expethent,  for  the  carrying  into 
execution  'he  whole  of  my  plan,  that  no  time  fhould  be  loil:  particu- 
larly as  our  paflagi'  from  England  had  already  exceeded  the  limits  of  my 
ex       la.  Tiiefe  reafons  induced  me  to   make  the  bell  of  our  way 

in  tlie  Dill  .Ty  to  the  cape  of  .. '  .v.d  Hope,  and  (hould  the  Chatham  be 
able  to  keep  up  with  us,  (he  was  direfted  fo  to  do;  if  otherways,  Mr. 
Broughton  was  provided  with  fufficient  inflniftions. 

The  wind  was  light  and  variable,  until  the  id  July,  in  latitude  33"  54'  iiuUv  ■.. 
fouth,  longituile  58'  jo"  weft,  it  blew  a  fine  gale  from  the  n.n.e.  atten- 
ded with  pieafant  weather ;  the  Chadiani  until  this  evening  remained  in 
iiglu,  but  in  tlic  morning  was  not  within  the  limits  of  our  horizon.  As 
we  approached  the  African  fhore  the  weather  became  very  unfettled,  willi 
hidden  tranfitions  from  calms  to  heavy  gales,  attended  with  much  thunder, 
lightning,  and  a  heavy  fwell  from  the  wedward  and  s.w.  One  of  thele 
gales,  on  the  jth,  reduced  us  for  a  few  hours  to  our  courfes.  The  wind  Tiu.'aay  > 
became  foiithwardly  with  pieafant  weather  on  the  yih,  when  a  flrange  Thuiiduv  j 
fail  was  dcfcried  to  the  .\'.  k.  holding  a  courfe,  as  if  intending  to  pafs 
the  Cape,  and  fome  of  us  thinking  the  fea  was  difcolourcd,  we  tried  for 
foundings,  but  I'ound  no  bottom  with  \\o  fathoms  of  line.  After  paffing 
^he  27"  of  fouth  latitude,  many  oceanic  birds  were  our  conftant  compa- 
nions, confiding  of  three  kinds  of  albatroffes,  the  quebrantahuelFos, 
pintadccs,  the  Iboty,  the  black,  and  fmall  blue  petrels,  with  fome  few 
other  fmall  birds  of  tlie  fame  tribe;  amongfl  which  were  but  few  of  the 
dorm  petrel,  which  in  thefe  regions  are  generally  numerous.  Molt  of 
thefe,  by  die  7th,  had  difappeared,  and,  in  their  place,  were  feen  the  blue 
petrel  of  the  larger  fort,  tliough  comparatively  in  finall  numbers;  at 
nooii  the  obfervcd  latitude  was  <^i^°  13'  fouth,  longitude  14°  caft.  The 
wind  blew  a  ftrong  gale  from  w.  s.  w.  in  the  afternoon  of  the  8th,  when 
judging  the  cape  of  Good  Hope  to  bear  from  us  n,  66  e.  true,  diftant 
18  leagues,  we  experienced,  for  the  fpace  of  about  feven  miles,  a  mofl 
extraordinary  agitation  in  the  fea,  comparable  only  to  a  large  cauldron  of 
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boiling  water;  this  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  cfFecl  of  two  contending  cur- 
rents, and  for  that  reaCon  I  did  not  try  foundings.  I  was  alfo  particu- 
larly anxious  to  gain  fight  of  the  land,  wl'ih,  in  the  event  of  the  chro- 
noini'ier  proving  correct,  ti  re  was  great  probability  of  doing  before 
dark:  but  not  living  it  we  Hood  on  till  ten  in  the  evening;  when,  by 
oin-  lunar  oblervations,  fuppofing  the  Caj)C  land  to  be  about  eight  leagues 
dillant,  we  hauled  to  the  wind,  and  plied  in  order  to  prefcrve  our  then 
"^.itur.ity  9.  liiuation  until  morning.  At  day  light  the  Cape  was  in  fight,  bearing 
eaft.  bv  com  pals,  eight  leagues  diftant.  This  inlhmce  will,  I  trull,  be 
not  the  only  one  I  (hall  be  able  to  adduce,  to  prove  the  utility  of  the 
lunar  method  of  finding  the  longitude,  and  the  very  great  importance 
tliat  fuch  information  mufl  be  of  to  every  fea  oflicer. 

At  this  feafon  of  the  year,  the  boillerous  weather  and  the  prevailing 
winds  from  the  n.w.  rendering  Table  Bay  not  only  excelhvely  unplcafant 
but  infecure,  our  courfe  was  direfted  to  Falfe  Bay.  At  noon,  the  obier\ed 
latitude  was  31"  26'  fouth,  the  cape  of  Good  Hope  then  bearing  e.n.e.  5  or 
6  miles  diftant.  This  pro  ontory,  and  the  dangerous  rocks  that  lie  in  its 
neighbourhood,  we  pafleu  nid  flood  into  Falfe  Ba)',  where  in  the  evening, 
the  weather  falling  calm,  we  anchored  in  40  fathoms  water;  the  Cape 
bearing  wefl  by  compafs,  10  miles  diflant ;  Simon's  Bay  n.n.w.  and 
the  Falfe  Cape  s.e.  in  tliis  fituation  the  chronometer  fliewed  the  longi- 
tude to  be  18"  52'  45",  making  an  error,  or  variation  in  its  rate  of  go- 
ing, as  afcertained  at  Portfmouth,  of  18'  30"  equal  to  1'  14"  of  time  fince 
the  firft  day  of  March  ;  which  will,  without  doubt,  be  recei\'ed  and  con- 
fidered  as  being  very  correft ;  it  alfo  correfponded  with  my  obfcrxaiions, 
and  what  on  that  fubjeft  I  had  noticed  on  the  1 2th  of  junc. 

Our  pafiage  through  the  atlantic  ocean  being  thus  accompliflied,  it  be- 
comes requifite,  in  compliance  with  the  method  propofed  in  the  intro- 
duftion  for  correfting  the  errors  of  navigation,  to  have  fome  retrofpe6l 
to  this  paffage,  efpecially  fince  pafTing  the  Cape  de  Verd  iflands. 

From  tliL"  illand  of  St.  Antonio,  until  we  had  eroded  the  latitude  of 
cape  St.  Augulline,  we  were  materially  affected  by  currents ;  and  be- 
tween the  kitiiude  of  6°  north  and  the  equator,  flrong  ripiings  were 
'•onfpicuous  on  the  furface  of  the  (ea.     Thefe  currents,  contrary  to  the 
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general  opitiioii,  (inn  to  po{R'(s  no  rcgizlarity,  as  vvc  found  ourfi-lvcs,  day 
i\Ucv  (hty,  (lri\cii  in  dirc^'tions  \'n y  contrary  to  our  t'\pc(tations  from 
ilic  inipullr  \vi'  iiad  c.\j)cricnocd  on  ilie  former  da\-,  and  by  no  means  at- 
tcndrd  with  that  pcriocUcal  uniformity,  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Nicholfon 
in  his  latch'  reviled  and  corrected  Indian  directory,  j)ul)ii(iied  in  the  )car 
1787.  On  tiic  contrary,  inllcad  of  the  currents  at  this  (eafon  of  the 
year,  agreeably  to  his  hypothehs,  letting  to  the  northward,  the  moft 
pr{>\ailing  dream  v;c  experienced  fct  to  the  fouth,  and  more  in  a  fouth 
callern  than  a  fouth  wellern  direction.  'I'his  very  able  mariner,  Hill 
wedded  to  formerly  adopted  opinions,  ftrongly  recommends  the  \aria- 
tion  of  the  compafs,  as  a  means  for  afcertaining  the  longitude  at  fea:  )et, 
had  we  bee  11  no  better  j)rovi(]cd,  we  might  have  fearched  for  the  caj)e 
of  Good  Hope  agreeabh-  with  his  propolitions,  to  little  efllicct :  for  when 
we  were  in  latitude  ,'J5"7'  foiuh,  with  20"  16'  mcH  variation,  we  had  only 
reached  tlie  longitude  of  6"  30'  call  :  and  again,  when  in  latitude  35°  22' 
foiuh.  with  22"  7'  well  variation,  wc  had  only  advanced  to  the  longitude  of 
11°  25'  ealK  inllcad  of  being,  accordisig  to  Mr.  Nicholfon's  hypothclis,  in 
the  firl!  inflance  nearl)'  under  tiie  meridian  of  the  cape  of  Good  Hope, 
anil  in  tlie  fecond,  luider  that  of  cape  Aguilas ;  and  it  was  iiiOt  until  wc 
had  near  26"  of  well  vaiiation,  th.at  \v'e  approac)ied  the  meridian  of  the 
cape  of  Good  ITopc!.  The  oblervations  for  the  variation  were  made 
with  the  grcatell  care  and  attention  :  and  though  generally  confidered  as 
very  correct,  they  differed  from  one  to  three,  and  fometimes  four  de- 
grees, not  only  when  made  by  different  compalfes  placed  in  different  fitu- 
ations  on  board,  and  the  fliip  on  different  tacks,  but  by  the  fame  com- 
pafs in  the  fame  fituation,  made  at  moderate  intervals  of  time;  the 
difference  in  the  refults  of  fuch  oblervations,  at  the  fame  time,  not  pre- 
ferving  the  Icaff  degree  of  uniformity.  Hence  the  alfertion  amounts 
nearly  to  an  abfurdity,  which  ftates,  "  tliat  widi  20"  to  20  "10',  or  20"  30' 
"  wellwardly  variation,  you  will  be  certain"  of  fuch  and  fuch  longitude; 
and  it  is  greatly  to  be  apprehended,  that  navigators  who  rely  on  fuch 
means  for  afcertaining  their  fituation  in  the  ocean,  will  render  themfelves 
liable  to  errors  that  may  be  attended  with  the  moft  fatal  conlequences. 
Other  methods  are,  I  truft,  in  a  fair  train  for  accomplifhing  thisdefirable 
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object;  and  I  yet  hope  to  He  the  period  anive,  when  every  feafarin^ 
porfoii  capable  of  ufing  a  quadrant,  will,  on  due  inflruflion,  be  enabled 
by  lunar  obfervaiions  to  deterniine  liis  longitude  at  Tea.  It  has  been 
already  obferved,  that  ("ueh  information  may  be  acquired  with  cafe,  and 
without  laborious  (ludy  or  tediou'^;  a]iplicalion  ;  this  was  Inrtlu'r  warranted 
by  our  example  on  board  the  Di(co\ii\' ;  where,  on  our  departuie 
from  England,  Mr,  Whidbey  and  myfell  could  Ic  eonfidered  as  the  only 
proficients  in  this  branch  of  fcience;  but  now,  amoi'gIL  the  officers  and 
gentlemen  of  the  quarter  deck,  there  were  fe\er;d  cajjableof  afcertaining 
their  fituation  in  the  ocean,  with  ever^'  degree  oi"  accuracy  necelfary  lor 
all  the  important  purpofes  of  na\igation. 
Sunday  lo.  With  a  light  fouthwardly  breeze  in  the  ninrning  of  the  icdi  we 
weighed  anchor,  and  widi  Uie  alfdlance  of  our  boats  a-head,  towing  the 
fliip,  we  reached  Simon's  Bay  at  about  feven  in  the  evening,  wheie 
we  anchored  in  12  fathoms  water:  Falfe  Cape  bearing  by  conr.pafs 
in  a  line  with  die  fouth  point  of  the  bay  s.  37  i:.  Noah's  ark  s.  51  i;.  the 
Roman  rocks  s.86k.  and  the  flag-llalifon  the  battery  S.89W.  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  fhore. 

The  day  before  a  brig  was  f(.:en  in  fliore  of  us,  which  was  fuppofed 
to  be  the  Chatham  ;  but  as  the  private  fignal  was  not  acknowledged  by 
her,  we  concluded  ourfelves  miltaken.  Our  firil  conjedures,  however, 
proved  to  be  right,  as  Mr.  Brougliton  now  informed  me  the  fignal  had 
efcaped  their  attention.  Since  we  had  feparated,  the  Difcovery  had  out- 
fixiled  her  confort  only  the  night's  run ;  the  Chatham  not  having  hauled 
her  wind  or  (hortened  fail  on  friday  night,  Ihe  was  the  next  morning  with- 
in the  fame  diflance  of  the  land  as  the  Difcovery.  Nothing  luid  oc- 
curred during  this  feparation  worthy  of  notice.  I  was  made  excefTivcly 
happy  to  imderfhind  from  Mr.  Broughton,  that  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  Chatham,  like  thofe  of  the  Difcovery,  were  in  general  very  healthy. 
Befide  the  Chatham,  we  found  here  His  Majefty's  ffiip  the  Gorgon;  the 
Warren  Hallings,  and  Earl  Fitzwilliam  Indiamen,  from  Bengal;  tv/o 
port  Jackfon  tranfports  from  China  bound  home;  three  with  convi6is 
bound  to  port  Jackfon;  two  American,  and  fome  Dutch  and  Danifh 
merchant  fliips ;  the  total  amounting  to  feventeen  fail  in  the  bay. 

In 


■4' 


M 


R  O  U  X  1)    T  II  E    W  O  R  L  D. 


«7 


iiin« 

ibled 

been 

■\-. 

,  and 

iintcd 

AVtuie 

^  only 

IS  and 

■■i 

aining 

iry  lor 

ill   we 

i^i; 

ing  the 

\vheie 

'. 

orr^pals 

I  I.,  the 

.' 

about  a 

i 

jppofed 

."'j'-' 

% 

Iged  by 
owever. 

^•1 

i 

rnal  had 

.^''■• 

had  out- 

r  hauled 

ng  with- 

>  . 

had  oc- 

ceffivcly 

:t 

crew  ol: 

■sii 

healthy. 

Ton;  the 

4 

gah  two 
convU-is 

1 

1  Danifh 

■J 

In 


In  the   morning,  an  oflicrr  was  fent  on  fhore  to  acquaint  the  rcfident 
commandant  of  the  port,  Mr.  Brandt,  of  our  arrival,  and  to  rcquoll 
his  prrmidion  to  procure  Inch  relVeihtnents  and  (lores  as  our  wants  now 
demanded,  nnd  to  erc^  our  oblervatory  and  fueh  tents  on  Oiorc  as  might 
be  ncjuilite  lor  carrying  into  execution  the  neccirary  refitment  of  the  vel- 
leis:    with  all  which   Mr.   Brandt  very  politely  complied;    and,  on  the 
return  (;["  th(;  oHiccr,  the  garrifon  was   faluted  with  eleven  guns;  which 
compliment  being  equally  returned,   attended  by   Mr.  Broughton  and 
foine  ol  the  olHcers  I  waited  on  Mr.  Brandt,  who  received  us  with  the 
greated  politenels  and  holpitality  ;  the  well  known  chara6lerifl;ics  of  that 
gentleman.      Having,    on   a   former   occafion,    benefited  by  his  good 
othces  in   the  excellency  of  the  fupplies  provided  for  the  Refolution  and 
Difcovcr)'.  I  concerted  meafures  with  him,  on  the  prefent,  for  the  like 
purpofe.    Mr.  Brandt  undertook,  in  conjunftion  with  Mr.  DeWit  of  Cape 
'ro\vn,  to  fee  all  our  necefhties  provided  for  with  the  bed  of  the  feveral 
commodities  the  country  afforded.    The  Difcovery's  bowfprit,  being  found 
infinitely  too  weak,  was  taken  out  in  order  to  be  llrengthcned  by  one 
of  the  fifties  we  had  on  board  ;   the  whole  of  the  head  railint^,  having 
been  wafhed  away,  was  to  be  replaced  ;  the  veffels  wanted  caulkina  fore 
and  aft :  the  rigging,  overhauling ;  calks  to  be  fet  up  for  receiving  pro- 
vifions  and  water;    the  fails  repairing,  and  feveral  materially  altering; 
the  powder  airing;  and  the  fkids  and  booms  raifing,  for  the  better  ena- 
bling of  the  people  to  work  upon  deck;  the  (hip  proving  fulficiently  ftiff 
to  admit  of  I'uch  accommodation.     Artificers  were  hired  to  aflifl  our  own 
in  theCe  feveral  duties  ;  which  being  in  a  Hate  of  forwardnefs  by  the  i  ,ith. 
Mr.  Broughton  and  myfc-lf  paid  our  refpe61s  to  Mr.  Rhenias,  the  afting 
governor  at  Cape  Town,  w'ith  the  further  view  of  infpefting  the  ftores 
and  provifions,  the  major  part  of  which  were  to  come  fi  om  thence.    Four 
of  our  feamen,  whole  conflitutions  feemed  unequal  to  the  fervice  in  which 
they  had  engaged,  and  whom  I  had  now  an  opportunity  of  replaeino-, 
were  fent  on  board  the  Warren  Haflings ;  and,  with  her,  on  the  i8th, 
failed  for  England. 

All  our  ftores  and  provifions  being  forwarded  from  Cape  Town  by 

the  5th,  we  took  leave  of  the  governor  and  our  Cape  friends,    from 

■whom  we  had    experienced   the   mofl   attentive    ci\ilitv;    and    having 
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completed  fuch  obfer  vat  ions  as  were  wanted,  the  obfcrvatory  with  the 
indrumcnts  were,  on  the  gth,  fent  on  board. 

By  the  i  ith  all  our  tranfafclions  were  hnifhed  with  the  fliore ;  having 
obtained  for  caeh  vefTel  a  fupply  of  provilions,  which  completed  our 
Rock  For  eighteen  months  at  full  allowance,  and  a  due  proportion  of 
(lores  for  the  like  period.  I  took  on  board  alio  leven  ewes  and  fix  rams  ; 
an  adortment  of  garden  feeds,  vine  cuttings,  and  other  plants  that  were 
likely  to  grow,  and  prove  valuable  acquifitions  to  our  friends  in  the 
South-Sea  idands.  As  I  intended  putting  to  fea  the  next  day,  we  were 
buHIy  employed  in  preparing  the  fltip  for  that  purpofe,  which  on  the 
morning  of  the  12th  we  attempted;  but  the  wind  Ihifting  to  the  s.s.f.. 
permitted  our  taking  only  a  more  outlide  birth  lor  the  better  convenience 
of  failing  when  the  wind  fhould  pro\e  more  liuorable. 

It  is  cu(h)mary  at  the  cape  of  Good  Hope  for  lb  many  of  the  officers  as 
can  conveniently  be  fpared,  to  take  up  their  refidence  r)n  (hore.     In  this 
refpetl  I  had  conformed  to  old  praftices,  but  was  excelhvely  mortified,  at 
my  return  on  board,  to  find  that  feveral  of  our  people  had  within  a  few 
days  become  indifpofed  with  a  dyfentery,  which  at  fird  feemed  of  little 
importance,  but  had  now  put  on  a  very  ferious  appearance  ;  and  fome  of 
the  patients  were  extremely  ill.     The  caufe  of  this  unfortunate  malady  it 
was  hard  to  afcertain :  the  crew  had  not  been  fubjeft  to  inebriety ;  their 
provifions  had  been  of  the  beft  quality,  and  rnoft  wholefomc  nature  ;  and 
every  precaution  had  been  taken  to  prevent  their  deeping  on  deck,  or  ex- 
pofing  themfelves  to  the  dew  or  night  air.     No  negleft  of  the  falutary 
meafures  generally  obferved,  or  individual  indifcretion  of  any  fort  feemed 
to  have  produced  this  lamentable  vifitation,  whofe  contagious  influence 
fufFered  no  one  to  efcape  unattacked ;  although  myfelf  and  officers  did 
not  feel  its  effefts  fo  violently  as  they  were  experienced  by  the  people. 
The  fame  diforder  had  not  only  appeared  on  board  the  Chatham,  and  the 
tranfports  bound  to  port  Jackfon,  but  on  fhore ;  and  at  length  it  was 
attributed  to  a  large  Dutch  fhip  lately  arrived  from  Batavia,  from  which 
many  men  had  been  fent  on  fhore  to  the  hofpital  very  ill,  and  dying 
with  that  and  other  infeftious  diforders.     The  furgeon  of  the  Difcovery 
was  feized  in  a  very  fudden  and  Angular  manner,  and  reduced  to  an  ex- 
treme flatc  of  delirium,  without  any  other  fymptoms  which  indicated  fever. 
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I'o  pcrfons,  rmiatfd  as  we  were,  on  th<*  eve  of  quinine  the  civilized        «7^'' 
world,  and  dciliiutc  of  iill   liclp  and  rdoiirccs,  bui  tiirli  as  we  can  icd  >_    -^-    * 
with  m,  fuch  a  calatnirv  was  of  the  moll  firious  and  didrcinng  nature; 
and  was  not  only  ffvercly  felt  at  the  moment,  but  tended  to  dellroy  the 
good  cfTi'Ms  wc  had  every  reafon  to  expeft  from  the  very  cxcclleiit  and 
abundant  fupply  of  refrclhments  the  Cape  had  afforded.     I  now  became 
exccHively  anxious  to  get  to  fea,  led  the  Buiavian  Ihip  fhould  communi- 
cate any  other  dilordcr,  or  a  worfe  fpecies  of  that  with  which  we  were 
already  attacked.     This  earnefl  defire,  a  s.e.  wind  and  calms  prevented 
our  accomplifhing until  the  lyth  when,  about  noon,  a  light  breeze  fpring-  Wcdncf.  17. 
ing  up  from  the  N.w.  wc  failed,  in  company  with  the  Chatham,  out  of 
Simon's  Bay,   and  falutcd  the  garrifon  wih   eleven  guns   which  were 
('(juaily  rfturncd. 

Few  of  our  tranfatlions,  whilft  at  our  laft  flatic  ,  appeared  worthy  of 
recording  excepting  the  occurrences  at  the  obfe  vatory,  where  I  did  not 
think  any  obfervations  were  at  all  nec:;^. i  •  for  afcertai  ."ig  the  longi- 
tude ;  as  that  mull  have  been  accural  ly  (i.  terminer!  long  ago  by  per- 
fons  of  greater  information  and  fuperior  abilities.  The  latitude;  ihr  rate 
and  error  of  the  chronometer,  and  the  variation  and  dip  of  the  magnetic 
needle  were  the  ))rincipal  objefts  that  occupied  our  attention.  The 
former  would  not  have  att ratted  much  r  f  my  notice  had  it  not  appeared 
by  the  firll  day's  obfervations,  that  a  very  material  difference  exifted  be- 
tween the  latitude  Ihewn  by  my  obfervations,  and  the  latitude  of  Simon's 
Bay  as  Hated  by  Captain  King  in  the  3d  vol.  of  Cook's  Voyage  to  the 
northtrn  hcmifphere,  where,  in  page  484,  it  is  faid  that  "  the  lati- 
"  tilde  of  the  anchorage  plore  in  Simon's  Bay  is,  by  obfervation,  34°  20' 
"  foiitii.'  This  however  i.;,  inoft  probably,  an  error  of  the  prefs,  fince, 
inunediately  afterwards,  we  find  the  Cape  point  is  faid  to  be  in  34"  23' 
fouth;  which  point  is  ai  lead  12  or  13  miles  to  the  fouthward  of 
Simon's  Bay.  Our  oblorvatory  was  fituated  near  the  fouth  point  of 
this  bay,  and  its  latitude,  deduced  from  26  meridional  altitudes  of  the 
fun  and  liars,  was  34"  1 1'  40";  this,  on  allowing  the  diftance  to  the  Cape 
point,  wih  be  nearly  found  to  agree  with  its  latitude ;  which  was  further 
confirmed  by  our  obfervations  on  pafTing  it  the  day  wc  entered  Falfe  Bay. 
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By  the  firlf  obfcrvations,  made  on  (hore,  the  chronometer  (hewed  the 
J  longitude  to  be  1 8°  39'  45",  which  was  1 7'  45"  to  the  eaflward  of  the  trudi, 
and  correfponded  with  what  lias  been  ftaied  before,  that  it  was  not  gain- 
ing at  the  rate  we  had  allowed  :  further  obfcrvations  however  demon- 
ftrated  that,  although  it  might  have  been  gaining  lefs  during  the  paffiige, 
it  was  now  evidently  gairing  on  its  Portfmouth  rate,  and  was  found  on 
the  8ih  of  augufl  at  noon,  to  be  fad  of  mean  time  at  Greenwich  17'  49" 
6'",  and  gaining  on  mean  time  at  the  rate  of  9"  28'"  per  day.  Mr.  Arnold's- 
chronometer  was  found  to  have  gone  but  indifferently  on  board  the 
Chatham ;  and,  at  the  obfcrvatory,  it  was  fait  of  mean  time  at  Green- 
wich i""  18'  48"  6'",  and  gaining  on  mean  time  at  the  rate  of  16"  11'"  8"" 
per  day.  The  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle,  taken  at  the  obfervatory 
by  our  different  compalRs  and  cards,  in  twenty  fets  of  azimuths,  varied 
from  24°  3   to  27°  48' ;  the  mean  refult  being  25°  40'  weft  variation. 

The  vertical  inclination  of  the  fouth  point  of  the  magnetic  needle  was 
obferved  to  be 

Marked  end  North,  face  Eaft,  48  30 
Ditto  North,  face  Weft,  48  20 
Ditto  South,  face  Eaft,  48  40 
Ditto  South,  face  Weft,  48  30 


Mean  inclination  of  the  fouth  point  of  the 

dipping  needle        -         -         -         -         48  30 


N.  B.  The  longitude  throughout  the  voyage,  and  until  our  arrival  at 
St.  Helena  on  our  return  to  Europe,  will  be  reckoned  caftward. 

The  latitude  inferted  in  the  following  chapters,  and  until  the  13th  of 
february,  1792,  when  it  will  be  otherwilc  diftinguiflied,  is  to  be  received 
and  confidercd  as  fouth  latitude. 

The  pofitive  or  relative  fituations  of  all  Coafts,  Capes,  Promontories, 
Iflands,  Rocks,  Sands,  Brcak(rs,  Bays,  Ports,  Sec.  Sec.  will  hereafter 
be  ftated  as  true,  or  hy  the  world ;  and  tiiofc  bearings  which  will  be 
taken  from  any  local  fituation,  whether  on  board  the  vcftels,  or  in  the 
boats,  will  be  inferted  according  to  compafs,  cjid  be  fo  cxprcfted. 
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CHAPTER    n. 

Departure  from  Falfe  Bay— Death  of  Neil  Coil  by  the  Jlux— Proceed  to- 
wards the  coajl  of  New  Holland— -Difcover  King  George  the  Third's 

Sound—Tranfa&ions  there— Leave  King  George  the  Third's  Sound 

Departure  from  thefouth  wejl  coajt  of  New  Holland, 


1 


1  HE  nature  of  our  voyage  rendering  every  precaution  neceffary  to 
prcvci.i,  as  far  as  was  pofllble,  a  feparation  of  the  veffels,  Mr.  Brough- 
ton,  in  cafe  of  parting  company,  was  provided  with  a  lift  of  rendez- 
vous;  and,  the  better  to  infure  our  rejoining,  I  now  deemed  it  expedient 
that  he  Ihould  be  furnidied  with  a  copy  of  my  inftrudions,  and  the  route 
I  intended  to  purfue;  together  with  ample  direftions,  that,  in  the  event 
of  a  total  leparation,  he  might  be  enabled  to  carry  the  objeds  of  the  ex- 
pedition into  execution. 

Although  our  ftay  at  the  Cape  had  far  exceeded  my  expeftations,  yet 
I  did  not  abandon  the  defign  of  vifiting  the  s.w.  part  of  New  Holland. 
Tiie  feafbn  would  probably  be  too  far  advanced  for  acquiring  fo  much  in- 
formation as  I  could  have  wiflied,  )'et  there  ftill  remained  a  fair  profped 
of  obtaining  fome  intelligence,  which  would  render  the  tallc  lefs  difficult  to 
thofe,  whofe  particular  objea  it  might  hereafter  be  to  explore  that  country. 
I  therefore  on  failing  out  of  Falfe  Bay,  appointed  our  next  rendezvous 
off,  what  in  the  charts  is  called,  Lyon's  Land,  in  about  the  35th  degree 
of  fouth  latitude— -in  cafe  of  feparation  to  cruife  there  two  days;  and, 
not  meeting  with  the  Difcovery,  then  to  proceed  agreeably  to  otiier  in- 
flruftions. 

The  Albemarle,  Admiral  Barrington,  and  Britannia  tranfports  bound 
to  port  Jucklon,  followed  us  out  of  the  bay:  of  thefe  flijps,  as  \v^ell  as 
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'79'-       of  the  African  coaft,  we  took  leave  in  the  evening,   and  direfted  our 

Auguft.  .  '^  . 

i^— — ^   courfe  to  the  fouthward.      During  the  niglu,  the  wind  veered  to   the 

N.w^.  and  blew  fo  hard  a  gale  that  we  were  obliged  to  double  reave  the  top- 
fails  and  take  in  the  forefail,  as  the  Chatham  was  a  great  diftance  aflern ; 
and  not  being  in  fight  at  day-break,  we  hauled  to  the  wind  :  about  feven 
fhe  was  feen  to  the  weftward,   and,    having  joined  company,  we  (leered 
to  the  s.s.E,  together.     The  n.w.  wind  gradually  increafed,  attended  with 
.*.Had»y2o.  violent  fqualls  and  heavy  rain,  until  the  20th;  when  it  became  a  pcrfc6l 
ftorm,  obliging  us  to  (Irike  the  top  gallant  mails,  and  reducing  us  to  the 
forefail,  which  we  were  necelfitated  to  carry,  though  under  j,rcat  apj^re- 
henfion  of  its  being  blown  to  pieces,  in  order  that  we  might  reach  a  more 
temperate  region.     The  fea  ran  exceflively  high,  and  the  wind  in  violent 
flurries  raifed  the  fpray  into  a  kind  of  fog,  or  mill,  which,  at  intervals, 
was  quite  fait  when  not  mixed  with  the  (bowers  of  rain,  which  were  fre- 
quent, and  very  heavy :  in  one  of  thefe  we  again  loft  fight  of  the  Chat- 
ham,  and  feeing  nothing  of  her  on  its  clearing  away,  the  forefail  was 
furled,  and  the  (hip  brought  to,  under  the  ftorm  ftayfails.     In  this  fitua- 
tion,  the  Difcovery  proved  much  eafier  and  drier  than  we  had  reafon  to 
expeft,  as  flie  was  now  extremely  deep  with  ftores  and  provifions.     At 
this  time,  we  were  vifited  by  many  albatrolfes,  and  an  innumerable  va- 
Sunday  ii.    ricty  of  birds  of  the  petrel  tribe.     About  noon  our  confort  was  again 
in  light,  and,  on  her  joining  company,  we  refumed  our  courfe  to  the 
s.E.  under  the  forefail.      This  very  boifterous   weather,    accompanied 
with  much  thunder  and  lightning,  continued  with  intermilTions  fiilficient 
only  to  tempt  our  fpreading  fome  additional  canvas,  (which  was  fcarcely 
Monday  22.    unfurlcd  before  it  was  again  necelTary  to  take  it  in)  until  the  2 2d ;  when  it 
fo  far  moderated  as  to  permit  the  clofe  reaved  topfails  to  be  kept  fet.     In 
the  afternoon,  we  palfed  the  Albemarle  and  Admiral  Barrington.     The 
fight  of  thefe  veflTels  was  very  grateful  to  our  feelings,  particularly  of  the 
latter,  w .  ich  we  had  underftood  was  an  old  debilitated  (hip,  for  whole 
fafety  during  the  late  violent  ftormy  weather  we  had  been  greatly  appre- 
Tucfday  23.    henfivc.     The  wind,  in  the  morning  of  the  23d,  being  moderate,  the 
top-gallant,  and  ftudding- fails  were  fet ;  the  weather,  however,  was  un- 
fcttlcd,  with  Ihowers  of  hail  ami  rain;  and  a  heavy  irregular  fwcll  rolled 

at 


1 


f.'; 

'm 

'■y} 


•  <¥■■ 

mi, 


ROUND    THE    W  O  R  L  D. 


23 


1791. 

Augnfl. 


cient 

rcely 

1 

len  it 

.     In 

The 

fi^ii 

of  the 
fcvhofe 

-0, 

ppre- 

im 

;,  tlie 

1 

s  un- 

rolled 

at 

mk 

at  the  fame  time  from  the  northward  and  fouth  weft.  In  the  intervals 
of  fine  weather,  I  got  I'ome  lunar  ohfervations  which  {hewed  the  longi- 
tude at  noon  to  be  31°  55':  the  chronometer  by  the  Port fmouth  rate 
31"  29';  by  the  Cape  rate  3i°42';  the  latitude  39°  8'.  Many  whales 
were  now  playing  about  the  (hip,  but  a  lefs  number  of  oceanic  birds  at- 
tended us  than  ufual. 

The  weather  being  tolerably  fair  on  the  24th,  enabled  me  to  make  fume  Wcdticf.  24 
further  lunar  ohfervations.  The  mean  refult  of  thele,  and  thofc  taken 
the  preceding  day  brought  forward  by  the  chronometer,  fliewed  the  longi- 
tude at  noon  to  be  34°  13'.  By  this  expreflion  is  to  be  underllood  the 
fpace  call  or  weft,  which  the  ftiip  may  have  palfed  over  in  the  interval 
of  time  between  the  taking  one  fet  of  lunar  ohfervations  and  that  of 
another ;  the  extent  of  which  fpace  is  afcertained,  not  according  to  the 
vague  mode  of  the  (hip's  run,  as  appears  by  the  log,  but  from  the  dif- 
tance  fhewn  by  the  chronometer ;  where  by  the  rcfidt  of  many  obfer- 
v  .tions  made  in  diflferent  fituations  are  reduced  to  any  one  particular 
point.  The  chronometer  at  this  time,  by  the  Portlinouth  rate,  (hewed 
33°  50',  by  the  Cape  rate  34°  5',  the  latitude  39°  28',  and  the  longitude 
by  account  36°  17'.  The  weather  continued  very  changeable;  but  the 
wind  being  gentle  in  the  northern  quarter  afforded  an  opportunity  of 
fending  on  board  the  Chatham,  whence  we  underftood  that,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  violent  fea  having  ftove  in  the  midfhip  ftern  window  on  the 
morning  of  the  20th,  it  had  been  neceffary  to  bring  to  until  that  damage 
was  repaired. 

The  wind  fiefhened,  attended  with  frequent  fqualls,  on  the  26th;  Friday  26. 
when,  having  reached  latitude  39°  45',  longitude  37°  53',  we  were  able 
for  the  firft  time  fince  our  departure  from  the  Cape  to  obferve  the 
variation  ;  which,  by  the  mean  refult  of  two  compaffes,  diflFering  from 
32"  53'  ^o  35°  5',  was  found  to  be  32°  59'  weftwardly.  In  the  fpace  we 
were  now  approaching,  namely,  between  the  meridians  of  38°33'  and43°47' 
eaft  longitude,  and  the  parallels  of  34°  24',  and  38°  20'  fouth  latitude,  fe- 
ven  different  fhoals  are  faid  to  exift.  To  acquire  fome  information 
refpefting  a  circumftance  fo  interefting  to  navigation,  I  had  held  this 
foutherly  courfe ;  but  the  very  ftormy  weather  we  had  lately  contended 
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with,  and  the  appearance  of  its  again  returning,  rendered  a  fearch  for 
thefe  fhoals  not  altogether  prudent.  To  attempt  tiie  examination  of  tlic 
whole  fpaee  I  confidered  as  not  more  nceefTary  than  difereet ;  but  finee  in 
the  event  of  their  exiftence,  it  was  highly  probable  they  would  be  found 
connefcted,  I  was  induced  to  fhape  a  courfe  lb  as  to  fall  in  with  the 
fouth  eafternmod,  laid  to  lie  in  latitude  38"  20',  longitude  -^3". 43',  which 
had  been  reported  to  have  been  f<  en   by  feveral  Dutch  vellels.     On  the 

Sunday  28,  28th,,  in  latitude  38''56',  longitude  42''  30'.  tlie  wind  at  w.  s.w.  increafing 
with  great  violence  obliged  me  to  defdl  from  diis  enquir)-,  and  for  our 
own  fafety,  in  the  event  of  thcfe  (hoals  liaving  exiRcnce,  to  haw!  to  the 
s.K.  The  gale  foon  became  a  florm,  attended  with  heavy  fqualls,  hail, 
rain,  and  a  mofl  tremendous  fea,  from  th':  wellward  and  s.w^,  which 
made  it  neceffary  to  flrike  the  top-gallant  mails,  and  reduced  us  to  the 
forefail ;  which,  with  great  apprehenfion  of  lofing  it,  we  were  obliged  to 
carry  in  order  to  pafs  clear  of  the  fj)ace  alfigned  to  thefe  hidden  dangers. 
It  is,  however,  worthy  of  remark,  that,  notwithftanding  our  courfe  was 
diredled  fo  wide  of  the  allotted  fpot,  we  certainly  paffed  it  at  no  great  dif- 

Monday  29,  tance  in  tlie  night,  as  by  our  obfervations  the  next  day,  indead  of  making 
fourteen  miles  fouthing,  whicli  the  reckoning  gave,  we  found  ourfelves 
twelve  miles  to  the  north  of  the  latitude  we  were  in  the  preceding  day, 
the  longitude  45"  4'.  Whether  this  difference  is  to  be  afcribed  to  any  cur- 
rent produced  by  the  interruption  thefe  ftioals  may  give  to  the  oceanic 
waters,  when  prefTcd  eaftwardly  by  the  prevailing  wcftwardly  winds,  or 
to  the  bad  fteerage  of  the  fliip,  cannot  be  pofitively  determined  ;  but  as 
the  Chatham  fleered  precifely  the  fame  courfe,  the  inference  feems  rather 
favorable  to  our  having  been  influenced  by  a  current  occafioned  pro- 
bably by  the  exiflence  of  fuch  fhoals.  On  the  violence  of  the  ftorm 
abating,  we  made  fail  and  refumed  our  eaflwardly  courfe,  intending  to 
pafs  in  fight  of  the  iflands  of  St.  Paul  and  Amflerdam,  During  the  gale 
we  were  vifited  by  a  great  number  of  the  various  kinds  of  oceanic  birds ; 
)'et  tliefe  by  no  means  feemed  to  indicate  the  vicinity  of  land  or  fhoals, 
fince  they  are  conRantly  met  with  throughout  the  fbuthern  ocean. 

The  weather  diat  fuccceded  this  ftorm  being  delightfully  pleafant,  at- 
tended with  a  fmooth  fea,  and  a  gentle  gale  between  the  north  and  n.k. 
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made  me  regret  that  we  had  not  experienced  this  faA'orable  change  fome-  **'' a 
what  earher,  as  it  would  probably  have  enabled  us  to  acquire  fome  v,.  ^._V 
fatisfaftory  information  as  to  the  exiftence  of  the  fhoals  in  queflion ;  but 
having  now  no  £  Ifure  for  this  enquiry,  I  was  obliged  to  reft  contepted 
with  having  exerted  our  fruitlefs  endeavours  in  the  attempt,  and  embraced 
this  valuable  opportunity  of  getting  ourfelves  and  (hip  clean,  dry,  and 
comfortable  ;  which  fmce  our  leaving  the  land  had  been  very  ill  effefted. 

The  flux  ftill  continued  amongft  us,  and  fome  of  our  patients  were 
yet  very  much  indifpofed ;  we  however  were  in  hopes  that  the  prefent  fair 
weather  would  foon  reftore  to  us  the  bleflings  of  health.  Some  good  obferva-  September. 
tions  were  procured  in  the  courfe  of  this  and  of  the  preceding  day  with  our  Timriday «. 
different  compafles :  thofe  taken  on  the  31ft  differed  from  3o''45'  to  35''45' ; 
and  thofe  on  the  iftof  feptember  from3o°58' to  35°  7';  the  mean  refult 
of  fevcn  fets  of  azimuths  was  32° 47'  weftwardly  variation;  the  latitude 
at  noon  38°  19',  and  the  longitude  51°  21'.  We  were  not  long  indulged 
with  a  continuance  of  the  fine  weather :  the  wind  gradually  veered  to  the 
N.w.  and  weftward,  andincreafedto  afrefli  gale;  which,  however,  did  not 
reduce  us  below  the  top-fails ;  although  the  weather  bore  a  very  threatening 
appearance ;  the  fky  was  obfcured  with  dark  gloomy  clouds,  from  which 
fome  rain  fell ;  yet  the  fea  was  fmooth,  and  the  weather  altogether  was  in- 
finitely more  pleafant  than  we  had  lately  experienced. 

At  noon  on  the  4th,  in  latitude  38°  6',  longitude  61°  36',  the  firft  feaJ    Sunday  4. 
we  had  feen  fince  our  departure  from  the  Cape  amufed  itfelf  in  playing 
about  the  (hip  for  fome  time;  but  our  companions,  the  oceanic  birds,  had 
not  lately  been  very  numerous  ;  thefe  vifitors  were  moftly  pintadoes,  and 
other  fmall  birds  of  the  petrel  tribe. 

Four  fets  of  lunar  obfervations  were  obtained  on  the  5th,  which  fhewed  Monday  5. 
the  longitude  to  be  64°  14'  40" ;  the  chronometer  by  the  Portfmouth  rate 
63°  46',  and  by  the  Cape  rate  64°  10',  the  latitude  37°  52'.  The  variation 
on  the  7th,  in  latitude  38°  15'  and  longitude  69"  33',  was  obferved  to  be  Wcdnef.  7. 
25"  52'  weftwardly.  The  fame  gloomy  weather  continued  with  a  frefti 
gale  at  n.n.w.  In  the  night  we  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  Neil  Coil, 
one  of  the  marines,  who  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  baneful  cffeas  of  the  flux 
caught  at  the  Cape,  which  attacked  him  with  much  greater  violence  than 
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any  otlicr  jjerfon  on  board.  He  was  an  exceedingly  good  man,  and  his 
lofs  was  lenfibly  Iclt,  and  much  regretted.  In  addition  to  this  calamity, 
difafters  of  the  fame  nature  feemed  not  likely  to  terminate  :  another  of 
our  people,  who  had  fuffered  very  feverely  by  this  dreadful  contagion,  but 
who  was  fo  much  rcco\ered  as  to  be  nearly  equal  to  his  duty,  Avas  fo  af- 
fc61ed  by  his  poor  Icllow's  difTolution,  that  he  relapled  with  very  unfa- 
vorable fymptoms.  Our  convalefcents  were  Hill  numerous ;  and  the 
work  of  death  ha\ing  commenced,  wc  knew  not  where  it  might  end,  or 
where  we  could  recruit  the  flrength  which  we  might  thus  lofe;  our  whole 
complemop.t  being  fcarcely  equal,  when  in  the  higheft  health,  to  the  fervice 
we  had  to  perform.  One  rcfleftion  was,  however,  highly  fitisfadory  ; 
that,  in  point  of  comfort,  and  profeflTional  affillance,  no  one  thing  within 
our  power  to  fujjpl)-,  had  been  omitted  for  the  prefent  relief  of  the  dif- 
irefs,  or  for  the  prevention  of  any  melancholy  confequences  in  future ; 
and  we  trufted,  with  the  Divine  blefiing,  and  a  fteady  adherence  to  the 
conduft,  which  we  had  obferved,  finally  to  fubdue  and  extirpate  this 
dreadful  malady. 

In  the  evening  of  thr  Sth  I  took  fome  lunar  diflances  with  the  flar 
Antares,  which,  with  thofe  taken  on  the  5th,  {hewed  the  longitude  by 
their  mean  refult,  to  be  73°  44' ;  the  chronometer  by  the  Portfmouth 
rate  73°  1',  and  by  the  Cape  rate  73°  27';  the  latitude  38°  45',  and  the 
variation  23°  36'  weflwardly. 

The  next  evening,  agreeably  to  our  reckoning,  we  were  paffing  be- 
tween the  iJlands  of  St.  Paul  and  Amfterdam,  diflant  from  the  latter 
about  five  or  fix  leagues.  The  weather  was  thick  and  rainy,  yet  I  con- 
tinued to  hope  that  a  favorable  interval  would  enable  us  to  fee  one  of 
both  of  thefe  illands,  having  (leered  this  eadwardly  courle  with  a  wilh 
to  correft  an  error  that  appears  in  captain  Cook's  charts  of  die  fouthern 
hemifphere.  In  thefe  the  illand  of  St.  Paul  is  laid  down  in  the  latitude 
of  37"  50',  correfponding  with  the  fituation  afligned  to  it  in  the  requlfitc 
tables  ;  and  to  the  north  of  this  illand,  in  about  the  latitude  of  30"  40'  is 
placed  another  called  the  illand  of  Amllerdani :  now  the  ill  ind  which 
Mr.  Cox  in  the  Mercury  flopped  at,  and  called  Amilcrdam,  is  in  fight 
of  and  fituated   17  leagues  to  iht  fout/i  of  the.  illand  of    St.    PauL 
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Capiain  Blitrli,  in  the  Bounty,  alio  favv  the  fame  idanfJ,  and  allot.^  lo  i(,  'VT'- 
nearly  the  fame  fituation  as  does  Mr.  Cox.  For  ihcfe  reafons,  if  there  <_— ,— > 
he  an  ifhmd  to  the  north  of  St.  Paul,  in  latitude  36"  40',  there  mud  he 
three  inflead  of  two  ofthefe  iflands,  whieh  Ihclievehas  never  been  under- 
ftood  to  he  die  fad.  T]ie  weather,  however,  precluded  my  forming  a  jud 
opinion  as  to  this  point,  which  I  ful!\' intended  toafcertain,  could  we  have 
lecn  either  of  the  iflands  ;  but  the  rain  and  haze  continuing  to  ohi'cure 
every  object  at  the  dilhnice  of  two  leagues,  we  perceived  no  indication 
of  the  vicinity  of  land,  notwithftanding  the  immenfe  number  of  whales 
and  feals  which  are  faid  to  frequent  thefe  illands.  Of  the  latter  we  did  not 
fee  an)',  and  of  the  former  but  one ;  which  was  the  only  whale  we  had 
obferved  fince  that  mentioned  on  the  23d  of  lafl  month.  From  hence 
towards  the  eoad  of  New  Holland,  our  courle  was  direfted  between  the 
tracks  of  Dampier  and  M.  Marion,  over  a  fpacc,  I  believe,  hitherto  un- 
frequented. In  this  route,  alhlled  by  a  fine  gale  between  north  and 
w.N.w.  we  made  great  progrels,  fo  that  our  obferved  latitude  on  the 
18th  was  36"  49',  longitude  103"  48' :  for  fome  days  pad  we  had  experi-  Sunday  18. 
enced  a  very  hea\y  fwell  from  the  s.w.  though  tlie  wind  prevailed  from 
the  northward. 

The  fituation  of  that  part  of  New  Holland  for  which  we  were  nowdeer- 
ing,  being  ill  defined,  and  a  probability  exiding  that  l>anks  might  extend 
f  conhdcrable  didance  into  the  ocean,  we  tried,  but  gained  no  foundings 
with  180  fathoms  of  line.  On  the  19th,  in  latitude  36"45',  longitude  Monday  19. 
105°  47',  the  variation  was  obferved  to  be  14"  10'  wedwardly.  The  wind 
at  N.N.K.  attended  with  heavy  f{|ualls  and  rain,  increafed  with  fuch  vio- 
lence, as  to  oblige  us  to  drike  the  top-gallant  mads,  and  to  furl  the  top- 
fails.  The  pintado  birds  that,  for  fome  days  pafl,  had  nearly  difappeared, 
again  vifited  the  fliip,  accompanied  by  a  great  variety  of  the  petrel 
tribe,  with  fome  albatroffes ;  and  it  now  feemed  evident,  that  the  ap- 
pearance of  thefe  inhabitants  of  the  ocean,  was  increafed  in  point  of 
numbers  and  in  variety,  in  proportion  to  the  violence  of  the  wind ;  as 
in  moderate  weather  few  only  were  vifible.  We  continued  to  try  for 
foundings  at  certain  intervals,  but  did  not  reach  bottom  at  the  depth  of 
180  fathoms.     The  wind  at  w.s.w.  blew  a  drong  gale,  and  the  night 

F  2  of 


:4^' 


m 


1}     »<]i^ 


■L. ; 


!'■'  ' 

>w  ;■,!,*,. 

I''"  ^'1 

ij.i  I   ill' 
1  <l'    •> 


.H':  ■  1 


If    1 1 

IN'    ]  ' 

■  ill       ,  :■. 

>i  ■      ■  • 

^}. 


li 


$ 


I '<•■■<' 


lA 


MiilM 


i- 

.i;|i-V 

^^1    ■■:■' 


1'- 


Ifp, 


i." « 


i    •■■■■ 


28 


>7')i. 
Senti-inlicr. 


Tucltijy  20. 


Friday  23. 


Saturday  2^^. 


A    VOYAGE    OF    DISCOVERY 

of  the  20th  being  dark  and  fqually,  we  hauled  to  the  wind,  and  plied ; 
left  the  land,  which  is  reprefented  as  very  low,  or  Ihoais,  might  be  nearer 
than  we  expe6led ;  at  day  break  we  again  refumed  our  eaftwardly  courfe, 
obferving  every  night  the  like  precautions. 

In  the  nvorning  of  the  23d,  conceiving  that  the  land  could  not  be  at  any 
great  diftance,  and  that  the  coaft  might  lie  to  the  north  of  the  courfe  we 
were  fteering,  the  Chatham's  fignal  was  made  to  look  out  on  the  larboard 
beam.  The  wind  from  the  weftward  blew  a  ftrong  gale,  accompanied 
with  a  very  heavy  fea;  but  the  fky  being  clear,  permitted  me  to  obtain 
fome  good  lunar  obfervations,  which,  with  thofe  taken  on  the  21ft, 
fhewed  the  longitude  at  noon  to  be  1 14°  14' ;  the  chronometer,  by  the  Portf- 
mouth  rate  113°  32',  by  the  Cape  rate  11 3°  55',  the  latitude  35°  7'.  Soon 
after  mid-day,  the  wind  at  w.s.w.  increafed  to  a  very  heavy  gale;  and 
not  choofing,  under  fuch  circumftances,  to  make  too  free  with  a  coaft 
entirely  unexplored ;  we  hauled  the  wind  to  the  fouthward,  under  the  fore- 
fail  and  ftorm  ftayfails.  Towards  fun-fet,  land  was  faid  to  be  feen  from  the 
maft-head  to  the  e.n.e.  and,  although  this  was  not  abfolutely  certain,  yet  it 
was  extremely  probable,  as  we  had  pafted  feveral  leagues  over  the  fpace  af- 
figned  to  Lyon's  Land  in  moft  of  the  maps.  A  prefs  of  fail  was  now  carried 
in  order  to  keep  to  the  windward,  having  no  bottom  at  the  depth  of  1 20 
fathoms ;  in  confequence  of  which,  and  a  very  heavy  fea,  the  larboard 
fide  of  the  head,  with  the  bumkin,  &c.  was  entirely  torn  away.  On  the 
gale's  moderating  the  next  morning,  we  ftood  to  the  north,  in  queft  of  the 
land;  but  fome  of  the  officers  conceiving  they  fawland  to  the  s.e.  we 
hauled  our  wind  again  in  that  direftion  until  noon,  in  latitude  35°  28',  lon- 
gitude 115°  10',  when,  being  difappointed,  we  again  ftood  to  the  north, 
under  double  reefed  topfails,  until  eight  in  the  evening :  we  then  tacked 
to  fpend  the  night,  which  bore  a  very  threatening  appearance,  over  a  fpace 
we  were  already  acquainted  with,  and  found  bottom  at  70  fathoms  depth, 
compofed  of  white  fand,  and  broken  ftiells ;  the  latitude  at  this  time  was 
34°  51',  the  longitude  115°  12'.  The  very  gloomy  appearance  of  the  night 
rendered  our  carrying  a  prefs  of  fail  indifpenfably  neceflary  to  preferve 
an  offing,  as  the  foundings  ftrongly  indicated  the  land  not  to  be  diftant. 
During  the  night  we  did  not  reach  the  bottom  with  100  fathoms  of  line; 
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and  the  morning  evinced  our  conjeftures  refpefting  the  weather  not  to 
be  ill  founded ;  as,  about  4  o'clock,  the  flings  of  the  main  yard  were 
carried  away :  to  replace  which,  we  were  compelled  to  furl  all  the  fails  on 
the  main-mall;  but,  before  this  could  be  accomplifhed,  the  increafed  vio- 
lence of  the  ftorm  obliged  us  to  take  in  all  our  canvas  but  the  forefail,  to 
ftrike  the  top  gallant-mafts,  and  to  get  in  the  jib-b  )om  and  fprit-fail  yard. 
In  this  fituation  we  continued  until  towards  fun-fet,  when  having  no  bot- 
tom with  110  fathoms  of  line,  we  flood  to  the  n.w.  under  clofe-reefed 
topfails,  in  the  full  aflurance  of  meeting  the  land  in  that  diredion.  In 
the  courfe  of  the  night,  the  gale  gradually  abated,  and  in  the  forenoon 
of  the  next  day,  the  wind  became  perfe6lly  calm,  and  an  opportunity  was  Monday  16. 
afforded  us  of  repairing  the  many  damages  which  our  rigging  had  fuflained 
in  the  late  boifterous  weather.  At  noon  the  obferved  latitude  was  35°  23',  the 
longitude  115°  52';  in  this  fituation,  foundings  could  not  be  gained  at  the 
depth  of  220  fathoms.  In  the  afternoon  a  light  breeze  fprang  up  from 
the  northward,  with  which  we  fleered  to  the  north-eaflward,  and  foon 
difcovered  land  from  the  mafl-head,  bearing  by  compafs  n.e.  to  n.  27  e. 
It  feemed  of  a  moderate  height,  refembling  :n  appearance  the  land  in  the 
Britifh  Channel,  and  was  fuppofed  to  be  about  ten  or  twelve  leagues  dif- 
tant — No  foundings  with  1 20  fathoms  of  line.  The  wind  veering  to  the 
N.w.  enabled  us  to  fleer  for  the  land,  and  having  neared  it  about  three 
leagues,  it  was  feen  from  the  deck  bearing  N.7E.  toN.  73E.  by  compafs ; 
at  which  time,  bottom  was  found  at  the  depth  of  6^  fathoms,  compofed 
of  coarfe  fand,  and  broken  coral.  The  depth  of  water  had,  at  eight 
in  the  evening,  gradually  decreafed  to  50  fathoms ;  when,  having  advan- 
ced about  four  miles  nearer,  we  tacked  and  plied  in  order  to  preferve 
our  fituation  with  the  land  until  morning. 

By  the  refult  of  our  foundings  during  the  night,  70  fathoms  would 
feem  to  be  the  edge  of  a  bank  about  9  leagues  from  the  fhore,  confifl- 
ing  of  fine  fand,  and  broken  fhells,  correfponding  with  the  foundings  we 
had  found  on  the  24th ;  for  had  that  depth  of  water  been  nearer  in 
fliore,  we  could  hardly  have  avoided  feeing  the  land  before  dark  on  that 
evening. 
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At  the  (InwninjT  of  (hiy  on  tlic  '27tli,  wr  made  all  fail  for  the  lanfl.  havincr 
■  a  gentle  gale  from  the  n.w.  with  a  I'lnooth  (ca  and  jjUafant  wcailier.  Tin; 
depth  of  water,  as  we  proceeded,  gradually  deerealed  to  2[  fathoms,  with 
a  bottom  of  coral,  coarfe  land,  and  (hells:  about  nmc  we  were  well  in 
with  the  land,  and  bf^re  away  along  the  coall,  keeping  within  a  league  or 
two  of  the  fhores:  which  by  the  conipafs  ilretched  from  n./|^\'.  to 
N.8i  1"..  and  ajipeared  nearly  llraiglu  and  conip;i';l.  eonfifling  of  deep 
rocky  clitls  to  the  Avater's  edge,  interlpc  ltd  \s  'th,  here  and  there,  fome 
fniall  open  iandy  baAs,  and  a  few  iflets  and  rocks,  which  extended  near  a 
mile  from  the  main.  The  wedernmolt  land  iw.v  In  fidu,  fbeiim  the 
northernmod  (een  the  preceding  night)  is  remarkable  for  its  high  cliffs, 
falling  perpendicularly  into  the  (ea ;  and  if  it  be  detached,  which  is  by 
no  means  certain,  is  about  a  league  in  circuit.  It  forms  a  confpicuous 
promontory,  to  which  I  gave  the  name  of  Cape  Chatham  ;  in  honor 
of  tliat  noble  earl,  who  prefided  at  the  Board  of  Admiralty  on  our  depar- 
ture from  England.  The  land  to  the  wedward  takes  a  direftion  from  cape 
Chatham  n.  59  w.  and  the  land  to  the  eadward  s.  81  f..  This  Cape, 
by  our  oblervations  is  fituated  in  latitude  2^°  3',  and  in  116"  'j^;'  30"  of 
longitude. 

The  dux  dill  continued  to  afPeft  the  health  of  fome  in  both  vedels  ;  and 
although  the  patients  were  daily  affided  with  frefh  provifions,  and  might 
be  confidered  in  a  date  of  recovery,  yet  they  remained  in  a  very  debilita- 
ted and  reduced  condition.  In  the  hope  that  a  little  recreation,  from 
change  of  fcene  and  what  the  foil  of  this  country  might  afford,  would 
prove  falutary  to  their  enfeebled  conditutions,  I  determined  to  put  into 
the  fird  port  we  diould  be  fo  fortunate  as  to  difcover  ;  and,  that  an  eligible 
fituation  might  not  efcape  our  vigilance,  we  ranged  the  coad  within  three 
or  four  miles  of  its  fhores,  which  are  of  moderate  elevation,  and  may  in 
general  be  deemed  deep  and  bold.  The  verdure  on  all  the  projefting 
points  is  rcmovid  to  a  confiderable  height  on  the  rocks,  whofe  naked 
bafes  fuldclentK-  prove  how  excedively  they  are  beaten  bv  a  turbulent 
ocean.  The  country,  immediately  along  the  fea  fide,  conflds  of  a  range 
of  dreary  hills,  jModucing  little  herbage,  of  a  brownifh  green  hue, 
fi-oin  a  foil  that    fceins  principally  compofcd  of  white  fand;    through 
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vliich  protrudr  large  jnaflcs  of  white  rock  of  various  fizcs  and  form";: 
tlicfr  fingular  protuberances  on  the  fimuTiits  of  many  C)f' the  hills,  flroiig- 
ly  rcfeinbled  the  remains  of  lofty  edifices  in  rum.  The  interior  eountry 
alforded  a  more  agree;»l)Ic  appearance,  being  pleafanily  interlperfed 
with  hills  and  dales,  and  covered  with  lofty  forell  trees  oi' confiderable 
magnitude,  which  our  glalfes  plainly  dillinguilhed  ;  though  we  could 
nowhere  perceive  anv  finoke  or  other  indication  of  the  country  being 
inhabited.  Towards  n<  ,.1.  the  Chatham  made  the  (ignal  for  having 
difcovered  a  port  to  the  northward  ;  into  which  they  were  directed 
10  lead;  but  finding  it  only  a  fhallow  bay,  we  foon  bore  away  along 
the  coafh  Our  obferved  latitude  was  3/3°  8',  longitude  1  ly^"  6' 30".  In 
this  fituation,  the  coaft,  by  compafs,  extended  from  n.68  vv.  to  s.  83  i.. 
the  ncaref}  fhore  bearing  n.  6  vv.  about  a  league  difhmt ;  in  the  morn- 
ing the  variation  by  our  furveying  compafs  was  obfervcd  to  be  6"  30' 
weftwardly.  The  coad  wc  paffed  along  in  the  afternoon  diflered  little 
from  that  noticed  in  the  morning,  but  the  inland  country  was  not 
fufficicntly  elevated  to  be  fcen  beyond  th.e  hills  near  the  fea  fide.  At 
fix  in  the  evening,  a  fmall  detached  iflet  bore,  b)-  compafs,  s.  87  e. 
the  eaflernmofi:  part  of  ilie  main  in  fight  N.  86  i:.  a  projefting  point 
whence  extends  weltward  a  long  range  of  white  cliffs  n.  ""6e.  the  ni'arefl 
fhore  N.2.4  1:.  diftant  5  miles  ;  and  the  wefternmofl  land  in  fight,  the  fame 
which  formed  the  eaflcrn  extreme  at  noon,  N.45W.  The  wind  was 
very  gentle  with  alteriiate  calms,  and  the  weather,  during  the  night, 
was  mild  and  pleafant.  In  the  morning  of  the  28th,  we  found  our  pro- 
grefs  had  bet  n  very  flow  along  the  coafl,  although  our  diftance  from  the 
fhore  had  increafed,  with  foundings  from  40  to  50  fathoms.  We  had 
again  an  oj)portunily  of  obferving  the  fun  eclipfed,  but  were  not  fo 
fortunate  as  10  notice  its  comtncncenient,  or  greatefl  obfcuration  ;  the 
end  was  however  obferved  by  Mr.  Whidbey  to  be  at  19'' 43'  53",  and  by 
myfelf  19"  43'  46"  apparent  time  ;  this  was  afcertained  by  our  fextant  te- 
lefcope,  as  reeoiiimended  on  a  former  occafion.  I  much  regretted  that 
we  had  not  gained  a  port  on  this  coad,  where,  on  fhore,  we  mitrht  have 
compared  fuch  obfervatious  with  the  refults  from  better  inflruments, 
which  would  have  tended  to  eflablifh   th.e  utility  of  the  procefs.     The 
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It  this  jiinfture  was  35°  25'.      It  was  now  proved,  that  the 
cliffs  fecn  the  preceding  night,    formed  the  fouthcrnmod  point 


latitude 
white 

of  this  part  of  the  coaU,  which  I  dillinguiflu'd  by  the  name  of  Cape 
Howe,  in  honor  of  that  noble  earl.  It  is  fituated  in  latitude  35"  17',  lon- 
gitude 117°  52'.  The  fmall  detached  illet  lies  from  cape  Howe  s,68e. 
diflant  3  leagues.  The  land  confidered  on  tuefday  night  as  the  cadern- 
moft  part  of  the  main  now  appeared  to  be  an  illand,  beyond  which  were 
leen  a  high  rocky  bluff  point,  and  a  high  mountain  forming  the  eaflern- 
moft  land  in  fight.  A  light  breeze  from  the  n.n.w.  permitted  us  to 
draw  in  with  the  coall ;  which  at  noon  bore  by  compafs  from  N.50W. 
to  N.  37  E.  the  high  mountain  N.35  1:.  to  theeallward  of  which,  around 
hummock,  fccmingly  detached  N.  52  e.  the  land  appearing  like  an 
ifland,  n.  16  vv.  to  n.  24  w.  was  now  feen  to  comprehend  a  clufler  of 
barren  rocky  ifles,  which  being  the  nearefl  land  was  about  to  miles 
dillant;  and  the  high  rocky  bluff  point  n.  8  e.  In  this  fituation,  theob- 
ferved  latitude  was  35°  22',  longitude  118'  16';  which  was  8  miles  fur- 
ther fouth,  and  1 1  miles  further  eafl  than  the  log  fhewed.  Many  whales 
were  playing  about  the  fhip  during  the  morning.  The  high  mountain 
confpicuoufly  remarkable  for  its  fuperior  elevation  above  the  neigh- 
bouring hills,  I  diftinguifhed,  after  my  highly  efleemed  friend  Sir  Alan 
Gardner,  by  the  name  of  Mount  Gardner;  and  the  barren  rocky 
clufler  of  ifles,  by  the  name  of  Eclipse  Islands.  The  weather  was 
pleafant;  and  aided  by  a  gentle  breeze,  a  port,  round  the  high  rocky 
bluff  point,  foon  prefented  itfelf,  into  which  the  Chatham  was  direfted 
to  lead,  and,  by  four,  was  fufficiently  advanced  to  determine  on  its  eli- 
gibility. The  weather  by  this  time  had  become  thick  and  rainy,  with 
much  thunder  and  lightning ;  but  as  the  foundings  continued  regular, 
we  flood  into  the  port,  and  paffed  the  high  rocky  bluff  point  in  30 
fathoms  water;  direfting  our  courfe  clofe  along  its  fhore,  which  is  a 
high  and  nearly  perpendicular  cliff;  the  founding  fuddenly  fhoaled  to 
12  fathoms,  and  gradually  decreafcd  afterwards,  until  abreafl  of  the 
fecond  white  fandy  beach ;  where  we  anchored  in  6  fatlioins  water, 
having  a  clear  bouom  of  fine  white  fand. 
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A  continuation  of  ilu'  thick  wc;ithor  prevented  our  feeing  about  us  un- 
til the  morning  of  the  29th ;  which  being  delightfully  ferene  and  pleafant, 
difc(Aercd  our  fituation  to  be  \cvy  fnug  and  fecure  in  a  fpaeious  found, 
open  X'f  of  the  conipafs  only  to  the  fea.  The  high  rocky  bluff  jioi  ntforni- 
ing  the  s.w.  extremity  of  the  found,  which,  from  its  fmooth  a|)pearance, 
and  being deflitute  of  verdure,  obtained  the  name  liAi.D-Hf.Ai),  bore  by 
compafs  s.  H'-]  i-.:  a  high  rock\-  illand  in  the  entrance,  which,  froni  its 
beaten  appearance  by  its  oppoHiion  to  the  fi-a,  and  s.w.  wind,  obtain- 
ed the  name  of  Bi'.  r  ak-Ska  Island,  n.  82  1:.  to  N.  6(j  k.  ;  Mount 
Gardner  N.  70  K. ;  another  high  idand  named  Michaelmas  Island 
N.  62  E. ;  a  fmall  high  ifland  called  Seal  Island,  being  a  great  re- 
fort  of  thofe  animals,  north  ;  a  low  flat  rock  s.  75  w,  and  to  the  N.w. 
was  an  cxienfivc  white  fandy  beach;  which  promifing  fuccefs  to  the 
feine,  a  boat  was  difpatehcd  with  Lieutenant  Puget  on  a  fifliing  party. 
After  breakfaft,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Broughton  in  the  Chatham's 
cutter,  Mr.  Menzies,  Mr.  Whidbey,  and  myfelf,  proceeded  ni  the  yawl, 
firfl  to  attend  the  fuccefs  of  the  fifliermcn,  and  then  to  examine  if  the 
found  would  aff"ord  a  more  eligible  fituation  than  that  which  we  now  oc- 
cuj)ied.  The  feine  was  hauled  on  the  third  fmdy  beach  from  Bald-Head 
with  little  fuccefs.  A  ftrcam  of  frefh  water  drained  there  through  the 
beach,  which,  although  nearly  of  the  colour  of  brandy,  was  exceedingly 
well  tailed;  by  this  flrcam  was  a  clump  of  trees,  fufficient  to  anfwer  our 
prcfent  want  of  fuel.  At  the  borders  of  this  clump  was  found  the  mofl, 
miferable  human  habitation  my  eyes  ever  beheld,  which  had  not  long 
been  deferted  by  its  j)roprietor,  as  on  its  top  was  l)'ing  a  frefli  flvin  of  a 
fifh,  commonly  called  leather  jacket,  and  by  its  fide,  was  the  excrement 
of  fome  carnivorous  animal,  apparently  a  dog.  The  fliape  of  the  dwel- 
ling was  that  of  half  a  beehive,  or  a  hive  vertically  divided  into  two 
(■(jual  parts,  one  of  which  formed  the  hut,  in  height  about  three  feet,  and 
in  diameter  about  four  feet  and  an  half;  it  was  however  conftru6led  with 
lonie  degree  of  uniformity,  with  flight  twigs,  of  no  greater  fubllance 
than  ihofe  ufed  for  large  baker's  bafl^ets :  the  horizontal  and  vertical  twigs 
formed  intervals  from  four  to  fix  inches  fquare,  and  the  latter  flicking  a 
few  iuclics  into  the  earth,  were  its  fecurity  and  fixed  it  to  the  ground. 
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This  kind  of  bafkct  hut  was  covered  with  the  bark  of  trees,  and  fmall 
green  boughs;  its  back  was  oppofed  to  tlie  n.v/.  whence  we  conchidcd 
tliole  to  be  the  moft  prevailing  winds ;  jufl  within  its  front,  wliich  was 
open  the  whole  of  its  diameter,  a  Ihc  had  been  made,  but  excepting  the 
fkin  of  the  filh  before  mentioned,  there  were  neither  bones,  flulls,  nor 
other  indication  on  what  its  poor  inhabitant  had  fiibfiflcd.  Tlie  re- 
flections A'hich  naturally  arofe  on  (eeing  fo  miferable  a  contrivance  for 
flielter  againfl  the  inclcn  cncy  of  feaibns,  were  humiliating  in  the  higheft 
degree  :  as  they  fuggelled  in  the  flrongefl  manner  the  lowly  condition 
of  lome  of  our  fellow  creatures,  rendered  yet  more  pitiable  by  the  appa- 
rent fulitudc  and  the  melancholy  afpcH  of  the  furrounding  country, 
which  pri Tented  little  lels  ih.an  fiminc  and  dinrefs. 

The  Ihorcs  confilLcd  either  of  lice])  naked  rocks,  or  a  milk-white  barren 
fand,  beyond  which  dreary  boinidai)-,  the  furface  of  the  ground  feemed 
covered  by  a  deadl)'  green  herbage,  with,  here  and  diere,  a  few  groveling 
flirubs  or  dwarf  trees  fcatlcred  at  a  great  diitance  from  each  other.  This 
very  unfavorable  appearance  may  not,  however,  originate  from  the  gene- 
ral llerility  of  the  f  >il,  fnicc  it  was  evident,  fo  far  as  we  traverfed  the  iidcs 
of  the  hills.  .1...^  the  vegetation  had  recently  undergone  the  aclion  of  fire ; 
the  largell  of  die  trees  liad  in-en  burnt,  though  flight!)- ;  every  Oirub  had 
fome  of  its  branches  complcteb;  cliarrcxl :  and  the  plants  lying  clofe  to 
the  ground  had  not  cfcaped  without  injury.  Thus  entertaining  no  very 
high  opinion  of  th.e  country,  but  in  the  hope  of  meeting  with  fome  of  the 
wretched  inhabitants,  Vvc  proceeded  along  the  fliorcsof  the  found,  to  the 
northward,  to  a  Ingh  rocky  point  that  obtained  the  name  of  Point 
Possi'.KsioM  ;  and,  on  reaching  its  fummit,  we  gained  an  excellent 
view  of  the  fonnd  in  all  dueclions.  When  on  board,  we  had  fuppofed 
that  the  found  branched  into  three  aruis,  but  it  now  became  evident 
that  there  v,ere  only  two.  One,  innTioliately  behind  this  point  which 
is  alfo  its  fouthern  point  ol  i  nlrance,  extended  in  a  circidar  form,  about  a 
]eag'.:c  acrofs,  bounde<l  !■)■  a  country  nmch  refembling  that  before  de- 
fer bed,  thcHi  ,,h  producing  more  trees,  anrl  with  verdure  of  a  livelier 
hue,  and  ajJiiK-aching  ni(>re  nearly  to  the  water's  edge.  The  other,  King 
about  3  inilco  to  the  :;.v..  iLemcd  almo/l  as  fpacious,  though  its  enirance 
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appeared  very  narrow.  The  furrounding  country  in  its  nciglibourhood 
preCented  a  far  more  fertile  and  plcafing  ixfi)cd.  Nearly  in  the  center  of 
that  liarhour,  was  an  iiland  covered  wit'i  the  mofl  beautiful  herbage; 
and  inflead  of  the  naked  rocks  and  barren  fands  that  compofe  tlie  coafl; 
of  tlie  found,  the  clifls  which  bouniled  thefe  Ihores  feemed  of  a  reddilh 
cla\-,  and  the  general  texture  or  charafter  of  the  foil,  appeared  to  be 
more  fa\orable  to  the  \'egetable  kingdom,  as  from  the  i'ummits  of  the 
hills  to  the  water  fide  was  feen  a  (lately  and  luxm-iant  foreft. 

The  necelfary  obfervations  being  made  at  this  flation,  the  Britifli 
colours  were  difplayed,  and  having  drank  His  Majefly's  health,  accom- 
panied by  the  ufual  formalities  on  fuch  occafions,  v.e  took  polfelfion  of 
the  country  from  the  land  we  faw  north-weflward  of  Cape  Chatham,  fo 
far  as  we  might  explore  its  coads,  in  the  name  of  His  prefent  Majedy, 
for  him  and  for  his  heirs  and  fuccelTors.  This  port,  the  firit  which 
we  had  difcovered,  I  honored  with  the  name  of  King  Georgk  the 
Third's  Sound;  and  this  day  being  the  anniverfary  of  Her  Royal 
Highnefs  Princefs  Charlotte  Augufta  Matilda's  birth,  the  harbour  behind 
Point  Poffefhon  I  called  Princess  Royal  Harbour  ;  which  with  the 
found  formed  Point  Poflclfion  into  a  peninfula,  united  to  the  main  by  a 
\ery  narrow  barren  fandy  beach.  Here  although  we  could  not  difcover 
the  leall  trace  of  its  having  at  any  time  been  the  refort  of  the  natives, 
yet  in  every  part  where  ve  ftrayed,  were  feen  the  fame  effefls  of  fire  on 
all  the  vegetable  produftions. 

The  ceremony  of  taking  polfeffion  being  finiOred,  we  found  a  paffage, 
narrow  and  fhoal  for  fome  difhincc,  into  the  north-caftern  harbour; 
where  a  bar  was  found  to  extend  acrofs  its  entrance,  on  which  there 
was  only  three  lathoms  water.  Within  tlie  harbour,  the  deep  water 
feemed  to  occupy  fome  fpace  to  the  n.e.  and  N.w.;  but  the  day  was 
too  far  advanced  to  permit  our  making  any  particular  examination.  The 
verdant  ifiand  covered  with  luxiniant  grals  and  other  vegetables  ter- 
minated the  extent  of  our  refearches;  and  as  the  fituation  of  the  veffels 
feemed  as  convenient  as  any  other  for  procuring  what  the  found  might  af- 
ford, I  determined  to  return  on  board,  and  lofe  no  time  in  availing  myfelf 
of  the  benefits  it  prefented.     In  our  way  out  of  this  harbour,  the  boats 
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grounded  on  a  bank  we  had  not  before  perceived  ;  this  was  covered  with 
oyfUis  (;("  a  moll  delicious  flavour,  on  which  we  fumptuoudy  regaled; 
and,  loading  in  about  half  an  hour,  the  boats  for  our  friends  on  board, 
we  commenionitrd  the  difcovcry  bycalliiig  it  Oyster  Harbour. 

In  ilic  niorniii"   of  the  30th,  we  began  cutting  wood  and  providing 
water,  which  fuHici(-ntly  cni|)loyed  all  our  healthy  men  ;  whilfl  thofe  who 
were  (HU  indifpofed  were  diretlcd  toamufe  themfelves  on  fhore.     Finding 
it   practicable  to   place  the  fliij)  much  nearer  to  the   fpot  whence  the 
wood  and  water  were  procured,  the  next  day  (he  was  removed;  and,  by 
fun(J:iv,  wc  had  made  fuch  progrefs,  that  the  yawl  could   be  fpared  for 
the  further  examination  of  the  lound.     In  her  I  proceeded   to  Princefs 
Roval  harbour,  where,  near  a  rocky  cliff,  on  the  s.w.  fide,  vs'as  found  a 
fniall  Ihallow  {beam  oi  excellent  water.   On  tracing  its  meanders  through 
a  copfe  it  brought  us  to  a  deferted  village  of  the  natives,  amidft  the  trees, 
on  nearly  a  level  (pot  of  ground,  confifting  of  about  two  dozen  miferable 
huts  mo(Uy  of  the  fiiine  fa{hion  and  dimenfions,  with  that  before  defcribed, 
though  no  one  of  them  feemed  fo  recently  erefted.     This  village  had, 
probably,  been  the  rcfidence  of,  what  may  in  this  country  be  edeemed,  a 
confiderable  tribe  ;  and  the  conftruftion  of  it  afforded  us  an  opportunity 
of  concluding,  tiiat  however  humble  the  (late  of  their  exiflence  might  be, 
tliey  were  not  deftitutc  of  diflintiions.     Two  or  three  huts  were  larger,  and 
differed  in  fliape  from  the  reR,  as  if  a  couple  were  fixed  clofe  to  the  fide 
of  each  other;  but  tr.e  parts  which  in  that  cafe  would  have  caufed  a  fepa- 
r^tion  were  removed,  and  the  edges  joined  clofe  together,  as  defcribed  in 
the  plate,  leaving  the  wliolc  of  their  fronts  open,  and  incrjafu  g   their 
tliameter  about  one  third  more  than  die  red.     Yet  were  the^•  not  an  incli 
loftier,  nor  were  the  y  of  greater  extent    from  the  front  to  the  back  than 
th(^  fmg'e  one  before  mentioned.     Fires  had  been  made  in  the  fronts  of  all, 
but  not  recerjtlv  :   and,  excepting  fome  branches  of  trees  that  feemed  to 
have  been  lateh'  broken  dov/n,  there  were  not  any  figns  of  this  place  hav- 
ing been  v!fit<d  for  (ome  time:  and  although  we  \\ere  very  induRrious  to 
afcertain  il.c  foe  d  on  which  the   inhabitants  of  this  village  (libliRcd,  we 
Hill  remained  in  ignorance  of  it;   as  neither  flicHs,  bones,  nor  any  other 
relids,  which  might  ferve  as  indications,  could  he  found,  notwithltanding 
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this  place  had  the  appearance  of  a  principal  refort;  for  befides  the  *79«- 
habitations  already  mentioned,  which  were  in  pretty  good  repair,  there  ■_  -.- 
were  many  others  in  diflbrent  dates  of  decay.  This  fpot  was  interfe6led 
with  feveral  fmall  dreams  of  water,  yet  the  fame  marks  of  fire  were  evi- 
dent on  all  the  vegetable  kingdom;  although  none  of  the  huts  feemed  to 
have  been  affcMed  by  it,  which  led  rnc  to  iuppole  that  this  general  fire, 
was  of  a  lefs  recent  date  than  at  firfl  I  had  imagined.  In  one  of  the  larger 
huts,  probably  the  refidence  of  a  chief,  towards  which  were  feveral  paths 
leading  in  different  diretlions,  fome  beads,  nails,  knives,  looking  glaffes, 
and  medals,  were  depofited  as  tokens  of  our  friendly  difpofition,  and  to 
induce  any  of  the  natives,  who  might,  unperceived  by  us,  have  been  in 
the  neighbourhood,  to  favour  us  with  a  vifit.  Having  gratified  our 
curiofity,  thoigh  at  the  expence  of  our  feelings,  in  contemplating  thefe 
very  wretched  and  humiliating  efforts  of  human  ingenuity,  we  returned 
on  board,  and  having  by  the  morning  of  the  jth  replenifhed  our  water,  Tucfday  4. 
and  taken  on  board  a  fupply  of  firewood,  MeflVs.  Puget  and  Whidbcy 
went  to  Oyller  Harbour,  with  three  boats,  for  the  purpofe  of  hauling 
the  feine,  and  obtaining  a  quantity  of  thofe  fhell  fifh,  previoufly  to  our 
proceeding  ilie  following  morning  to  fea.  In  this  part  of  our  plan,  how- 
ever, we  were  difappointed.  as  the  wind  which  had  blown  a  fleady 
moderate  breeze  from  the  n.w.  towards  the  evening  blew  a  flrong  gale 
from  the  s.i,.  with  a  heavy  fwe'l.  and  prevented  the  return  of  the  boats  ; 
at  the  fame  time  that  the  clon 'mefs  of  the  weathe.  precluded  me  from 
making  thofe  lunar  obfervation: ,  ijr  the  fole  purpofe  of  obtaining  which 
I  had  remained  on  board. 

I'he  gale  moderating  the  •  ext  morning,  the  boats  returned,  not  hav-  Wcdnei.  j. 
ing  been  very  fuccefsful  wu\  the  feine,  h-it  bringing  a  fufficient  fupply 
of  oyftcrs  not  only  for  uur  eon\-.iler"ents,  but  for  the  affording  alfo  of 
two  or  three  excellent  meals  for  all  hands.  As  the  s.  e.  wind  and  a 
heavy  fea  in  the  ofhng  prevented  our  departure,  Mr.  Broughton  was 
employed  in  examining  the  eaflern  fide  of  the  found  from  Oyfler  Har- 
bour to  Mount  Gardner :  this  was  found  nearly  a  flraight  and  compact 
fhore,  on  which  Mr.  Broughton  landed  iu  feveral  places,  where  the  fame 
effetis  of  fire  were  evident,  although  there-  were  not  any  traces  of  the 
natives  or  of  their  habitations  to  be  difcovercd. 
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A    V  O  Y  A  G  E    OF    DISCOVERY 

Tlie  lil>  rauR  s  of  detention  (Lill  operating,  on  friday  tlie  j[h  a  party  was 
made  for  the  further  examination  of  Oyller  Harhour,  and  by  a  htde  ex- 
curfion  into  the  country  on  tluit  fide  to  acquire  foine  information  of  its 
natural  produttions,  and,  if  pofTible  alfo,  of  the  natives.  Afccr  exa- 
mining the  channel  as  ^ve  proceeded  to  the  upper  jjart  of  the  harhour, 
our  attention  was  direttcd  to  fcveral  large  black  fwans  in  very  (lately 
attitudes  fwimming  on  the  water,  and,  when  flying,  difco\'ering  the  un- 
der parts  of  their  wings  and  breaft  to  be  white:  this  is  all  tliedefcription 
we  were  enabled  to  give  of  them,  fince  they  were  excelFively  (hy,  and  we 
vcr\'  indifferent  markfmen.  In  the  northern  corner  of  the  harbour,  we 
landed  near  a  rivulet  navigable  only  for  canoes  and  fmall  boats.  It  me- 
andered in  a  northern  direclion  between  the  hills,  which  opening  to  the 
eaft  and  wefl;,  prefented  a  fpacious  plain  with  foreft  trees  occupying 
the  banks  of  the  rivulet,  and  the  fides  of  the  hills,  even  to  their  very 
fummits.  We  proceeded  about  a  league  by  the  fide  of  the  rivulet, 
which  flowed  through  fo  dead  a  flat,  that  its  motion  was  rcarccly  percep- 
tible, and  continued  to  be  brackifli,  although  in  its  paflage  it  received 
feveral  other  fmaller  ftreams  of  mofl  excellent  water.  In  it  were  an 
abundance  of  very  fine  filh,  and  on  its  banks  were  many  black  fwans, 
ducks,  curlews,  and  other  wild  fowl.  On  the  fides  of  this  fl;ream,  as  well 
as  on  the  fliores  in  Oyfter  Harbour,  were  feen  the  remains  of  feveral  fifli 
wears,  about  eight  or  nine  inches  high,  evidently  the  forrv  contrivance 
of  the  wretched  inh.'bitants  of  the  country  :  fome  of  thefe  were  con- 
flrufted  with  loofe  fl:ones,  others  with  flicks,  and  flumps  of  wood  :  but 
none  of  them  were  likely  to  be  of  much  utility  at  this  feafon,  as  feveral 
were  placed  nearly  at,  and  others  above,  what  now  fcemed  the  high 
water  mark  ;  but  we  fuppofcd  at  times,  when  the  rain  or  other  caufe 
fhould  extend  the  rivulet  beyond  its  prefent  bounds,  which  in  width  did 
not  exceed  thirt}  yards,  and  in  depth  four  c"  five  feet,  thefe  humble 
contrivances  miglit  arreft  fome  fmall  fifli.  Great  bodies  of  water  evidently 
pafs  down  this  flream  at  certain  feafons,  as  appeared  hv  the  river's  courfe 
occu]))'ing  from  two  to  three  hundred  yards  on  each  fide  the  rivulet,  the 
foil  of  which  was  compofed  of  fea  fund  and  broken  fliells,  and  was  deftitute 
of  any  vegetable  produftion.     This  fpace  when  overflowed  muft,  from  its 
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winding  coiirfe,  form  a  mod  beautiful  fheet  of  water.  The  wears  for  the 
taking  fidi,  and  Heps  made  in  the  bark  for  the  purpoft:  of  afcending  fome 
of  the  lurgcd  trees,  though  both  exeeflively  rude,  were  undoubtedly  tlie 
effefts  of  rianual  labour,  and,  with  the  huts,  formed  the  onl)-  indications 
of  tlie  country  being  inlial)ited,  that  we  were  able  to  difrern.  There 
were  no  paths  in  the  woods,  nor  were  any  fniokes  to  be  (ecu  over  the 
extcnfive  country  we  beheld,  which  fully  fatisfied  us,  that  any  further 
learch  for  the  natives  would  be  fruit lefs;  and  therefore  we  returned  by  a 
different  route  to  the  boats.  In  our  way  we  faw  the  remains  of  two 
fimilar  huts.  Near  tliefe  was  an  ants  nefl  much  of  the  fame  (hape  and 
magnitude,  though  finifhed  in  a  very  fuperior  ftyle  and  manner,  and 
fiuwing  how  very  humble  is  the  ftate  of  human  exiflcnce,  when  unalhfled 
hv  civil  foi-icty,  and  undirected  by  the  fciences.  Having  eaten  our  fait 
beef  sve  proceeded  homewards,  much  mortified  that  tlie  many  wild  fowl 
we  had  li^en  iiad  efcaped  our  vigilance;  but  tha*.  we  might  not  return 
emj)t\'  handed,  \vc  flopj)ed  at  one  of  the  ovfler  banks,  \vhere  in  about 
half  an  hour  we  loaded  our  boat,  and  returned  on  board  about  9  oelock 
in  the  e'\ cning.  Tlie  bank  on  v.hich  we  found  them  in  greatefl  plenty 
and  the  beff  flavoured,  is  that  which  extends  from  the  north  or  low  point 
of  the  entrance  towards  the  little  verdant  iiland.  The  wind  blewaftrong 
gale  from  die  i..s.f,.  and  a  very  heavy  fea  ran  without  the  found;  but  the 
veffels  within  rude  ]X'rfetf  ly  quiet.  This  fort  of  weather,  with  much  rain, 
continued  until  monday,  when  we  entertained  hopes  of  getting  to  fea,  as  Monday  10. 
the  wind  veered  to  I'le  fouth ;  but  foon  again  refuming  its  former  direc- 
tion, attended  by  the  heavy  lea  in  the  ofhng,  we  remained  at  anchor  until 
the  next  day;  which  being  more  favourable  to  our  purpofe,  though  the  Tueiday  n. 
wind  was  Hill  advcrle,  we  weighed,  and  turned  out  of  the  found.  About 
4  in  the  afternoon,  we  regained  the  ocean  ;  but  the  wind  at  1: .  n.  e.  pre- 
^■ented  our  Itcering  along  the  coafl,  and  obliged  us  to  Hand  to  the  fouth- 
eaflward.  Whilfl  we  were  getting  under  weigh,  I  caufed  to  be  depofitcd 
in  the  hut  at  tlie  watering  placi,-,  feme  beads,  knives,  looking-glalfes,.  and 
other  trinkets,  as  a  conipcnfation  to  its  folitary  owner,  fhould.  he  ever  re- 
turn, for  the  wood  we  had  cut  <lo\\-n,  and  deprived  him  of:  and  to 
commemorate  our  vilit,  near  the  flump  of  one  of  the  trees  we  had  felled, 
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A    VOYAGE    OF    DISCOVERY 

in  a  pile  of  ftones,  raifcd  for  the  purpofe  of  attrarling  the  attention  of  any 
European,  was  lelt  a  bottle  fealcd  up,  eontainin<r  a  parchment  on  which 
were  infcribed  the  names  of  the  veffels,  and  of  the  commanders  ;  with 
the  name  given  to  the  found,  and  the  date  of  our  arrival  and  departure. 
Another  bottle,  containing  a  (iinilar  memorandum,  was  likewife  depofitcd 
on  the  top  of  Seal  Kland,  with  a  Ibff  ereftcd  to  condutt  any  vifitor  to  it, 
on  which  was  affixed  a  medal  of  the  year  1789.  Thofe  who  may  meet 
with  the  ftaff  will  mofl  probably  difcover  the  bottle  hidden  near  it.  This 
precaution  was  here  taken,  on  a  prefumption  that  Seal  Ifland  was  en- 
tirely out  of  the  reach  of  die  inhabitants,  which  might  not  be  the  cafe 
where  the  firft  bottle  was  fecreted. 

At  fun-fet  the  Eclipfe  Iflands  by  •.Oiv.pafs  bvjre  N'./ j  v.-.  Bald-head  N. 
45  w.  Mount  Gardner  N.  13  e.  the  Immmock  mentioned  on  the  'iSth, 
now  evidently  an  ifland,  N.  56  e.  to  N.  51  f.  and  the  eaflernmoll  part 
of  the  main  in  fight  n.  42  e.  whence  the  coad  appeared  to  take  a  (harp 
turn  to  the  northward  As  we  flood  to  die  s.e.  the  wind  gradually 
veered  to  the  north,  vhich,  by  day  light,  led  us  out  of  fight  of  the  coafl ; 
but  as  in  the  forenoon  it  was  calm  and  the  atmofphere  very  clear,  Mount 
Gardner  was  feen  bearing  n.vv.  18  leagues  diflant.  In  this  fituation  we  had 
much  fwell  from  the  eaftward  ;  and  foundings  could  not  be  gained  at  the 
depth  of  200  fathoms.  The  obferved  latitude  was  35°  37',  longitude  1 19° 
24',  which  was  2'  to  the  fouth,  and  16'  to  the  eafl,  of  what  the  log  fliewed. 
The  wind  was  light  and  variable  until  the  evening,  when  it  fettled  in  a 
ftcady  breeze  at  s.w.  ;  the  fwell  from  the  eafl,  and  e.s.e.  flill  continu- 
ing, indicated  the  land  in  that  direftion  to  be  at  fome  diftance.  Our  un- 
expected detention  by  the  late  eaflwardly  winds,  and  the  advanced  feafon, 
confpired  greatly  againfl  profecuting  refearches  on  this  coafl ;  I  deter- 
mined, however,  not  to  abandon  that  favorite  objeft,  provided  the  tafk 
fhould  not  jnove  too  dangerous,  and  intricate  ;  or  that  the  direftion  of  the 
coafl  fhouki  not  lead  us  too  far  out  of  our  way  ;  as,  in  refpcft  of  the  for- 
mer, I  a6led  without  any  authority  in  the  invelligation  ;  and,  in  rcfpefl  of 
the  latter,  our  time  wovdd  not  now  admit  of  fufhcicnt  leifure  to  perfevere 
in  the  purfuit.  Under  thcfe  confiderations  our  courfe  was  directed  to  the 
N.  K.  during  the  night,  in  hopes  of  paffing  within  fight  of  the  land  lying  to 
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tlie  caRward  of  Mount  Gardner,  fo  as  to  conned  oin  furvey.  Not 
gaining  bottom  with  i  lo  to  i  |o  fathoms  of  line;  and  there  l)eing  at  da)'- 
break  no  appearance  of  tlie  coalL  we  (leered  north,  which  ioon  brouglu 
lis  within  light  of  land  to  the  x.w,  making  like  three  iilands  ;  but  on  a 
nearer  a]iproach,  the  two  wenerninod  were  evidently  connected  by  \o\v 
land  lo  the  main:  butlhe  connecting  of  the  northcrnmofl  being  uncer- 
tain, it  o!)tained  the  name  of  Dou  btfui.  Island. 

From  the  wedernmofl  land  lien  this  mornin<'\  to  the  eafternmon  land 
feen  on  tuelday  ivening,  is  a  fpate  of  14  leagues,  fi retching  s.  58  w.  and 
N..58  K.  in  which  no  land  was  feen.  The  depth  of  water  was  at  this  time 
30  fathoms  :  tlie  bottom  coarfe  fand,  with  broken  (hells  and  coral.  The 
weather  was  delighthilly  pleafant ;  and,  with  a  gentle  gale  at  s.  \v.  we 
(leered  along  the  coafl,  which  now  took  a  direction  N.  ^^  E.  our  diftance 
from  the  Ihore  from  2  to  4  leagues.  Doubtful  Illand,  and  the  fliores  to 
the  s.\y.  of  it,  nearly  refembled  the  red  of  the  coah  ;  but  to  tiie  N.i:.  the 
coall  prefented  a  very  different  profpeft  ;  being  compofed  of  high  de- 
tached cluders  of  craggy  mountains,  on  a  bale  of  low  and  to  all  ap- 
pearance level  land,  well  wooded,  particularly  to  the  N.w.  of  Doubtful 
Ifland,  where  the  land  falls  back  to  a  conQderable  dilhmce,  forming 
cither  a  deep  As-ell-fheltcred  bay,  or  a  low  flat  country.  At  noon, 
a  high  bluir  point,  extending  from  the  northernmoll;  chiller  of  moun- 
tains, the  eaflcrnmofl  land  then  in  fight,  bore  by  compafs  n.  24  k. 
the  mod  weftcrn  and  confpicuous  clufler  of  apparently  difunited  moun- 
tains N.  67  w.  about  9  leagues  difhmt ;  and  the  eafl  point  of  Doubtful 
Illand,  the  weflermtioll  land  at  that  time  viflble,  s.  73  w.  This  land 
forms  a  remarkable  point  on  the  coaff,  and  is  in  latitude  3  f  23',  longi- 
tude 119^  49'  :  which,  after  admiral  Lord  Hood.  I  dillinguilhcd  by  the 
name  of  Point  Hood.  In  this  fituation,  our  obferved  latitude  was 
34°  18',  longitude  120"  14' :  being  1  /  more  to  the  north,  and  6'  more  to 
the  ead,  than  appeared  by  the  log.  Soon  after  mid-day,  low  land  was 
defcried,  ftretching  out  from  the  high  bluff  point,  v/hich  we  found  fitu- 
ated  not  immediately  on  the  fliore.  but  fomc  diftance  inland,  whence  a 
very  low  country  extends  to  tl:e  lea  coaft,  which  takes  a  dire61ion  s,70e. 
breakers  in  two  detached  places  were  difcovcred  at  this  time  Iving  at 
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fomc  diflancc  from  ihe  land;  the  nearcll  of  thefc  about  i  o'clock,  bore 
by  conipals  K.i:.  4  Diilcs  didant;  the  other,  vifible  only  from  the  maft- 
head,  appeared  to  lie  from  the  former  r.,  by  n.  2  leagues  dilhint.  At 
this  time  tiie  depth  of  water  was  35  fathoms  ;  and  as  the  wind  blew 
dircftly  on  the  Ihore,  and  the  main  land,  though  not  more  than  4  leagues 
off,  was  not  fulliciently  high  to  be  diftindly  feen  from  the  deck;  we 
hauled  our  tacks  on  board,  and  flood  to  the  s.e.  increaling  our  diflancc 
very  flowly.  At  fix  in  the  evening,  the  nearefl  land  was  a  rocky  ifland, 
about  2  miles  in  circuit,  which  bore  bycompafs  n.  13  e.  8  miles  diflant ; 
and  from  the  mafl-head,  the  flat  low  coafl  was  vifible  as  far  as  k.n.e.; 
at  g  the  depth  of  water  had  gradually  increafed  to  40  fathoms.  Confi- 
dering  our  prefent  as  the  moll  prudent  tack  to  remain  upon  until  we 
fhould  meet  flioals,  or  other  impediments,  I  diretled  the  Chatham  to 
lead  and  found;  our  depth  gradually  increafed  to  54  fathoms,  and  the 
Friday  21.  coall  in  the  morning  was  in  fight  from  n.k.  to  eafl.  The  wind  blew  a 
light  breeze  from  the  s.s.e.  whh  which  we  fleered  for  the  land  until 
about  nine,  when  we  tacked  in  60  fathoms.  The  land  in  fight,  at  that  time, 
from  the  mafl-head  bore  by  compafs  from  N.  n.w.  to  e.  by  n.  each  extre- 
mity 5  or  6  leagues  diflant;  all  this  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  main,  though 
between  north  and  e.x.e.  the  land  appeared  fomewhat  broken,  oceafi- 
oned  peihaps  by  fome  of  its  parts  being  elevated  a  little  above  the  red 
of  the  fhorc,  off  which  breakers  were  feen  to  lie  at  fome  diflancc  ;  and  the 
land,  which  in  the  morning  bore  eafl,  and  now  bore  by  compals  n.  87  E. 
8  miles  diflant,  was  evidently  a  rocky  idand  about  a  league  in  circuit, 
much  refembling  that  which  we  paffed  the  preceding  evening.  It 
proved  the  termination  of  our  refearches  on  this  coall,  and  thence  ob- 
tained the  name  of  Termination  Island  ;  on  it  the  (ea  broke  with 
much  violence,  and  between  it,  and  the  main,  was  a  fmall  low  idct.  The 
great  depth  of  water  indicated  that  the  bank  of  foundings,  which  we  had 
hitherto  found  extending  along  the  coall,  terminated  alio  on  its  approach 
to  this  ifland,  as  we  had  no  where  found  fo  great  a  depth  of  water  at  this 
fmall  dillance  from  the  (hore;  which,  on  being  increafed  a  few  miles 
only,  put  the  fhip  intirely  out  of  foundings.  At  noon,  the  obfcrved  la- 
titude 
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liliule  was  '}fl\'.  loniritudc  I2ri2';  22  miles  riirilii  r  eafl,  and  ,}  Cur-  ^'J^'- 
thor  north  than  Ihcwn  by  the  log.  In  this  lituation  the  main  land  Iroin 
t lie  nii! It-head  was  fecn  bearing  by  compafs  n.n.w.  to  k.n.k. -ri'.  ;  and 
Termination  Uland  fituated  in  latitude  S4"3-'^  longitude  liZ-^S'v;  N.8/4  K. 
Between  the  eallernmoft  part  of"  the  main,  feen  the  preceding  evening,  and 
the  wcflernmc^d  feen  this  morning,  is  a  fpace  of  10  leagues,  which  we 
palled  in  the  night  without  obferving  land ;  yet,  from  the  regularity  of 
the  foundings,  there  can  be  little  doubt  of  its  being  one  continued  eoafl, 
and  that  the  courfe  by  us  made  good  s.  76  k.  is  nearly  parallel  to  its  di- 
rettion.  The  whole  of  this  lo^\'  country  prefented  a  dreary  afpcfl,  def- 
titute  of  wood,  or  herbage,  and  interfperfed  with  white  and  brown  patches, 
occafioned,  mofl  probably,  by  the  different  colours  of  fand  or  rock,  of 
which  it  is  compofed.  We  here  noticed  more  coafl  and  oceanic  birds, 
than  wc  had  feen  on  any  other  part  of  the  fhorcs :  as,  befides  gunnets,  and 
two  or  three  different  forts  of  tern,  albatroffes,  and  petrels,  particularly 
the  bla''k  and  fboty,  were  in  great  abundance.  The  weather  continued 
very  fine,  with  a  light  variable  breeze  in  the  eaftern  quarter,  which  drew  us, 
not  only  out  of  fight,  and  fome  diflance  from  the  coafl,  but  prevented 
our  making  much  progrefs  in  the  direftion,  in  which  it  feemed  to  bend, 
until  the  16th  ;  when  the  wind,  fettling  in  the  weflern  board,  we  fleered  Suiidjy  23. 
to  the  K.N.E,  in  hopes  of  falling  in  with  the  land;  and  in  the  event  of 
its  taking  a  more  northerly  direftion,  the  Chatham  was  ordered  to  look 
out  3  leagues  on  the  larboard  beam.  At  noon,  the  obferved  latitude  was 
35° 30',  the  longitude  122"  40'.  At  this  time,  the  wind  fuddenly  fliifted 
to  the  fouthward,  and  was  accompanied  by  a  very  heavy  fv.ell  in  that 
direction,  which  flrongly  indicating  the  approach  of  boifterous  weather, 
the  Chatham's  fignal  was  made  to  join,  and  our  courfe  was  direded  to 
E.s.E. ;  not  daring,  under  all  the  circumflances  of  our  fituation,  to  run 
the  rifle  of  encountering  bad  weather  on  an  unexplored  coafl,  that  pre- 
fented to  us  fo  many  dangers.  Bclidcs,  as  the  lownefs  of  the  fhores 
which  we  had  lately  feen,  and  the  dillant  fhoals  that  we  had  found  ex- 
tending from  them,  would  exaft  particular  caution  as  we  proceeded, 
more  time  would  neceffurily  be  required  in  the  profecution  of  fuch  an 
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inquirv,  than  the  inoin  (;b')c6l  of  our  voyage  would  at  prcfent  allo^\.  I 
was  ihcR  (ore  connj)clle(l  to  rclinquilh,  with  great  reluftancc,  the  favorite 
projecl  of  further  examining  ih^;  coafl.  of  tlr.s  unknown  though  interefling 
coutitry  ;  and,  dire(ling  our  route  over  «u  Iniherto  untravcrfed  part  of 
(lieie  feas,  we  proceeded  without  furllicr  delay  towards  the  pacific 
ocean. 
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Remarks  on  the  country  and  fn-oduclions  on  part  of  the.  fouth-wep  coafl  of 
Neiv  HoUcipd—Lxtraordinary  dcvafation  by  fire — AJlronomicai.  ,ni 
nautical  oLfervations, 


/xLTHOUGH  the  confidcrations  adverted  to  in  the  foregoing  chapter, 
rendered  it  imprafticable  to  explore  the  s.w.  coafl  of  New  Holland  to 
the  extent  my  vviflies  firfl  led  me  to  imagine,  and  prevented  our  afccrtain- 
ing  its  boundary  and  connexion  with,  or  feparation  from,  Van  Dieman's 
Land;  yet  the  information  we  have  acquired,  will  open  a  field  to  thofe 
whofe  duty  it  may  hereafter  be  to  perform  that  taflc;  by  fhewing,  that  its 
s.w.  part  may  be  approached  with  the  greatefl  fafety,  as  its  fhores  are  bold 
with  regular  foundings  to  the  diflance  of  8  or  9  leagues ;  and  by  the  dif- 
covery  of  the  very  excellent  harbour  in  King  George  the  Third's  Sound. 
Confidering  therefore  its  fituation  and  conveniences  as  likely  to  become 
of  material  importance  to  thofe  whofe  purfuits  may  induce  them  to  navi- 
gate this  and  the  pacific  ocean,  it  may  not  be  uninterefting  to  detail,  in 
a  more  particular  manner,  the  circumffances  that  occurred  during  our 
vifit  to  a  country  hitherto  fo  little  known  to  Europeans. 

Our  furvey  comprehended  an  extent  of  1 10  leagues,  in  which  fpace  we 
faw  no  other  haven  or  place  of  fccurity  for  fhipping  than  the  found  before 
mentioned  •  notwithflanding  the  opinion  of  Dampier,  who  has  conhdered 
the  whole  of  the  weflern  part  of  New  Holland  as  confi  fling  of  a  clufter  of 
iflands.  He  was  undoubtedly  a  judicious  obferver,  of  very  fuperior  talents  ; 
and,  n  is  mofl  likely,  formed  his  opinion  from  the  many  iflands  which  he 
found  compohng  the  exterior  coafl  of  the  n.  w.  part  of  this  extenfive  coun- 
try. However  jufl  may  be  his  conclufions  as  to  that  part  of  New  Holland, 
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they  certainly  do  not  <'ipply  to  its  fouth  wcPern  fide,  as  no  vrry  material 
reparation,  eitlur  by  rivers,  or  arms  of  the  Tea,  was  diRoverod  in  ♦he 
neighhoiirliood  of  our  furve}'.  Had  Inch  bicaks  in  tlie  coall  exilk'd,  and 
had  theyefcapod  our  oii(ervation.  it  is  highly  probable  we  fhould  have 
met  in  the  (ea,  or  fcen  driven  on  its  (liores,  drift  wood  and  other 
produ6tions  of  ijie  interior  conniry.  1  he  ver}-  deep  colour  alfo  of 
ihe  fcveral  ftrcams  of  water  may  pofhbly  be  occafioned  l)y  the  quality  of 
the  foil  throngli  wjiich  the)'  flow;  whence  it  may  be  inferred  that,  if  any 
confidcrablc  inland  waters  liad  their  fource  far  in  the  country,  or  if  any 
great  bocb  dellended  it oin  its  (hores,  the  fea  aloiig  the coafl  would  in fome 
mcafurc  have  been  dilcoloured-,  but  neither  of  thefe  evidences  cxillcd, 
for,  on  our  approach  to  the  land,  there  was  no  previous  appearance  to  in- 
dicate its  vicinitv.  This  opinion  was  further  corroborated  on  infpe6ling 
thn  habitations  and  j)laces  of  the  natixes'  refort ;  where  not  the  lead  re- 
mains  of  canoes,  or  other  circumftancc  prcfented  itfelf,  which  could  con- 
vey the  molt  dillaut  idea  of  thefe  people  having  ever  trufled  themfelves 
on  the  water;  a  circumftancc  which  it  is  rcafonable  to  fuppofe  would  fome- 
times  have  happened,  had  their  country  been  infulated,  or  their  travelling 
interrupted  by  large  rivers  or  arms  of  the  fea;  efpecially  as  all  appear- 
ances favored  the  conjefture  of  their  being,  by  no  means,  a  fiationar}' 
people.  There  was  great  reafon,  howe\er,  to  conclude,  that  the  coun- 
try was  well  fupplied  with  frefh  water ;  as  wherever  we  chanced  to  land, 
we  eafily  procured  that  \aluable  article,  not  only  where  the  foil  wras  of 
confiderable  depth,  but  from  ftreamlets  iffuing  out  of  the  foLd  rocks. 
This  feemed  to  be  the  cafe  even  on  the  moll  elevated  land,  which  caufed 
a  very  fingular  appearance  when  the  fun  fhonc  in  certain  directions  oi\ 
thofe  mountains  whofe  furfaccs  were  deditute  of  foil;  for  on  thefe  mafle 
humid  by  the  continually  oozing  of  the  water,  a  bright  glare  was  pro- 
duced that  gave  them  the  rcfemblance  of  hills   covered  with  fnow. 

Our  refcarches  afforded  little  matter  worthy  of  notice  excepting 
fuch  as  appertained  to  King  George  the  Third's  Sound.  This  pert 
has  its  entrance  in  latitude  35°  5',  longitude  118"  17'.  It  is  eafily 
known  on  approaching  it  from  the  wcflward,  as  it  is  the  firll  open- 
ing   in   the    coall    that    prefcnts   any    appcaranrc   like    an    harbour, 
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oaftu-ard  of  ca])e  Chatham.  The  Eclipfe  Iflands  being  the  only 
detached  land  that  can  be  fo  regarded,  are  an  excellent  guide  to  the 
found,  having,  between  them  and  Bald-head,  foine  rocks  on  which  the 
Km  breaks  with  great  violence.  The  port  is  fale,  and  eafy  of  accels  any 
whcv'^  between  its  outer  points  of  entrance.  Bald-head,  and  Mount 
Gardner,  lying  N.62E.  and  s.  62  w.  11  miles  dillunt  from  each 
other.  Mount  Gardner  is  not  Icfs  confpicuous  and  ufcful  in  pointing 
out  the  found  from  the  eaPern  quarter,  than  in  its  being  rendeied  very 
remarkable  by  its  handfome  fhape,  and  its  rocky,  and  almofl;  uninter- 
rupted polifhed  furface  to  its  fummit.  Its  bafe  may  be  faid  rather  to  form 
the  eaftern  extent  of  the  coaft,  than  the  oppofite  point  of  the  found, 
there  being  within  it  a  projection  which  more  properly  forms  the  n.i;. 
point  of  the  found,  lying  from  Bald-head  n.  30  e.  about  5  miles  dif- 
tant.  Between  thefe  latter  points  are  Michaelmas,  and  Break  Sea 
illands,  each  about  a  league  in  circuit,  one  mile  apart,  nearly  equidillant 
between  the  two  points,  and  affording  to  all  appearance  good  channels  on 
every  fide.  The  water  fuddenly  decreafcs  in  its  depth  from  30  to  12 
fathoms;  the  latter  depth  uniformly  continuing  acrofs  from  point  o  point, 
I  Ihould  conceive,  mull  be  an  additional  means  of  preventing  any  very 
heavy  fea  from  rolling  into  the  found;  which,  in  the  mofl  expofed  place 
of  anchorage  convenient  to  the  fhore,  is  only  open  from  e.  by  n.  to  s.e. 
by  E.  Between  thefe  limits  arc  fituated  the  two  iflands  above  mentioned, 
whence  the  found  extends  w.  by  n.  about  two  leagues  to  Point  PofTelTion, 
and  from  our  anchorage  to  Oyfler  Harbour,  north  about  the  fame  dif- 
tance,  with  regular  foundings  in  mid-channel  of  12  to  15,  and  10  to  6 
fathoms  clofe  to  the  fhore,  excepting  near  Seal  Uland,  where  there  is  a 
hole  of  21  fathoms.  The  Difcovery  and  Chatham  were  moored  in  a  fitua- 
tion,  not  only  very  convenient  as  to  communication  with  the  fliore,  but  I 
believe,  in  perfe6l  fecurity  as  it  refpefted  the  element :  for  although  the 
fea  broke  fometimes  with  fuch  violence  on  Break  Sea  Ifland,  that  the 
furf  ranged  to  its  elevated  fummit,  during  a  continuance  of  the  boifterous 
weather;  yet  it  did  not  occafion  us  the  leafl  inconvenience.  A  more  eligible 
fituation  if  required  in  the  Ibund  might  very  probably  be  met  with  above 
the  flat  reck,  as  vefiels  would  be  there  more  completely  land  locked ; 
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and  a  convenient  fandv  cove,  eafiiy  to  be  difcovercd  in  that  neighbour- 
hood, a  flream  of  excellent  f'reih  water  (lows  into,  which  tiiough  to  all 
appearance  not  better  in  quality  than  the  waier  we  rece;vfti  on  board, 
was  yet  more  pleafing  to  the  eye,  not  being  of  (o  deep  a  cijlour. 

Princefs  Royal's  Harbour  admits  of  a  pailage  into  it  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  wide  ;  ncareft  to  the  northern  (bore  the  depth  is  5  or  ')  fathoms,  but 
on  the  fouihcrn,  not  more  than  2v  and  3  fathoms  water,  occafioned  by 
banks  of  coral  rock  which  are  very  confpicuous,  and,  not  i>eing  liable  to 
any  of  the  violent  agitations  of  the  fea.  are  by  no  means  dangerous. 
Within  the  points  of  entrance,  the  depth  is  regularly  from  4  to  7  fa- 
thoms, and  the  bottom  clear,  good  holding  ground.  1  his  depth,  though 
occupying  part  only  of  the  harbour,  yet  affords  a  fufficient  fpace  for 
fevcral  vclfels  to  ride  in  fafety. 

Oyffer  Harbour  is  rendered  adiniffible  lone  for  vefTels  of  a  middle 
fize,  by  the  fliallownefs  of  the  water  on  the  bar,  extending  from  (bore  to 
fliore,  on  which  we  found  17  feet  water  only,  although  the  depth  in- 
creafed  from  5  to  7  fathoms  on  each  fide.  The  deep  water  witiiin  the 
harbour  did  not  feem  of  any  great  extent.  In  both  thefe  haibours  the 
communication  with  the  country  is  rendered  unpleafant  by  the  fliallow 
depth  of  water  in  moll  places  extending  to  a  great  diflance  from  the 
fliore.  This  inconveniency  could  eafdy  be  remedied,  fliould  it  ever  be 
an  objeft  fo  to  do,  by  wharfs ;  although  it  is  not  unlikely  that  on  a  more 
minute  infpeftion  the  neceffity  for  fuch  a  meafure  would  ceafe  to  appear. 

In  navigating  the  found,  we  did  not  obferve  any  danger  that  \\as  not 
fufficiently  coni'picuous  to  be  avoided:  circumftances  however  did  not 
admit  of  our  acquiring  that  fatisfaftory  information  refpectng  I'rinccfs 
Royal  and  Oyfler  harbours  which  fall  into  it,  that  could  have  been  wifhed  ; 
yet  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  found,  the  annexed  fketch  will  I  believe  be 
found  to  contain  no  very  material  error. 

The  appearance  of  this  country  along  the  coafbs,  refemblcs,  in  mofl 
refpeds,  that  of  Africa  about  the  cape  of  Good  Hope.  Tiie  furface 
feemed  to  be  chielly  compofed  of  fand  mixed  with  decayed  vegetables, 
varying  exceedingly  in  point  of  richnefs ;  and  altliough  bearing  a  great 
fimilarity,  yet  indicating  a  foil  fuperior  in  quality  to  that  in  the  imme- 
diate 
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diate  ncighbomhonrl  of  Cape  Town.  The  principal  component  part 
of  this  country  appelated  to  be  coral :  and  it  would  feem  that  its  eleva- 
tion above  the  ocean  is  of  modern  date,  not  onl)'  from  the  fhores,  and 
the  bank  which  extends  along  the  coaft  being,  generally  fpeaking,  eom- 
pol'ed  of  coral,  as  was  evident  by  our  lead  never  deicending  to  the  bot- 
tom without  bringing  up  coral  on  its  return  ;  but  by  coral  being  found 
on  the  highcn  hills  we  afcended  ;  particularly  on  the  fuminit  of  Bald- 
Head,  which  is  luHficienily  above  the  level  of  the  fea  to  be  [cen  at  12  or 
14  leagues  dillance.  Here  the  coral  was  entirely  in  its  original  Rate; 
particularly  in  one  le\el  fpot,  comprehending  about  eight  acres,  which  pro- 
duced not  the  lead  herbage  on  the  white  fand  that  occupied  this  fpace  ; 
through  which  the  branches  of  coral  protruded,  and  were  found  (land- 
ing exaftly  like  thofe  fccn  in  the  beds  of  coral  beneath  the  furface  of  the 
fea,  with  ramifications  of  different  fizes,  fome  not  half  an  inch,  others 
four  or  fi\e  inches  in  circumference.  Inthefe  fields  of  coral,  (if  the  term 
field  be  allowable,)  of  which  there  were  fcveral,  fea  (hells  were  in 
great  abundance,  fome  nearly  in  a  perfetl.  (late  dill  adhering  to  the  coral, 
others  in  different  flages  of  decay.  The  coral  was  friable  in  various 
degrees;  the  extremities  of  the  branches,  fome  of  which  were  nearly  four 
feet  above  the  fand,  were  eafily  reduced  to  powder,  whilfl  thofe  clofe 
to,  or  under  the  furface,  required  fome  fmall  force  to  break  them  from 
the  rocky  foundation  from  whence  they  appeared  to  fpring.  I  have  feen 
coral  in  many  places  at  a  confiderable  fliflance  from  the  fea ;  but  in  no 
other  inflance  have  I  feen  it  fo  elevated,  and  in  fuch  a  fbite  of  perfetlion. 

In  the  lower  lands  we  frequently  met  with  extenfive  trafls  occupied 
by  a  kind  of  okerilh  fwamj)y  peat,  or  moorifh  foil  of  a  ver)-  dark  brown 
colour,  forming  as  it  were  a  crull,  which  (hook  and  trembled  when 
walked  upon :  with  water  oozing  through,  or  running  o\er  the  finface, 
in  all  direfclions.  Through  this  foil  mod  of  the  (beams  take  their  courfe, 
and  it  is  to  their  impregnation  in  the  paffage,  that  the  general  high  co- 
lour of  the  water  is  to  be  attributed.  Thefe  fwamps  were  not  always 
confined  to  low  and  level  fpots,  but  were  found  on  the  accli^•ity  of  the 
higher  lands  ;  and  where  thefe  did  not  occupy  the  fides  of  the  hills,  the 
foil  was  deep,  and  appeared  infinitely  more  produftive  than  the  furface 
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of  the  plains;  crpccially  tliai  ilirough  which  the  ri\  ulct  in  Oydrr  Harbour 
has  been  nieiitioned  to  flow.  In  that  plain  we  ibinui,  at  irregular  in- 
tervals, juft  beneath  the  furface,  a  (ubilratnm  of"  an  apj)arently  imperfeft 
chalk,  or  a  rich  white  niarle,  fceniingly  formed  of  the  fame  decayed  fhells, 
with  which  the  courfe  of  the  river  abounded.  Thefe  flrata,  about  eight  or 
ten  yards  broad,  run  perpendicularly  to  the  rivulet;  their  depth  we  had 
not  leifure  to  examine,  although  there  feemed  little  doubt  of  finding  this 
f  ubflance  in  fufficient  abundance  for  the  purpofes  of  manure,  fliould  the 
cultivation  of  this  country  ever  be  in  contemplation.  The  general  flruc- 
ture  of  it  feems  very  favorable  to  fuch  an  attempt,  as  the  mountains  are 
neither  llcep  nor  numerous ;  nor  do  the  rifing  grounds  form  fuch  hills 
as  bid  defiance  to  the  plough,  while  they  produce  that  fort  of  diverfity 
which  is  grateful  to  the  eye,  and  not  un])leafant  to  the  traveller. 

This  chalky  earth  was  alfo  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  moorffh 
foil ;  and,  on  a  more  minute  examination,  feemed  much  to  refenible  an 
earth  defcribed  in  Cronfladt's  Mineralogy  at  the  bottom  of  his  note  fyj, 
page  21.  It  did  not  Ihew  any  figns  of  efrervcfccnce  with  acids,  nor  did 
it  burn  into  lime;  but,  like  the  earth  alluded  to,  contains  a  number  of 
ftnall  tranfparent  crylhds.  Thefe  were  vifd^le  without  a  rnicrofcope  ; 
and  as,  on  applying  the  blow  pip(',  vitrification  took  place,  it  might 
probably  be  ufefully  appropriated  in  making  a  fi)rt  of  porcelain. 

The  flones  we  found  were  chiefly  of  coral,  with  a  [c\v  black  and  brown 
pebbles,  flate,  quartz,  two  or  three  forts  of  granite,  with  fome  fand  flones, 
but  none  fceming  to  poffefs  any  metallic  quality. 

The  climate,  if  a  judgment  may  be  formed  by  fo  fhort  a  vifit,  feemed 
delightful :  for  though  we  contended  with  fome  boiflerous  weather  on  our 
approach  to  the  coad,  nothing  Icls  ought  reafonably  to  have  been  ex- 
pettcd  at  the  feafon  of  the  vernal  equinox,  and  breaking  up  of  the  win- 
ter. The  gales  we  experienced  in  King  George  the  Third's  Sound,  were 
not  of  fuch  violence  as  to  put  veffcls  at  fea  pafl  their  topfails;  although 
whilU  the  s.w.  wind  continued  a  niofl  violent  fea  broke  with  incredible 
fury  on  the  exterior  fliores.  This  however  can  eafily  be  imagined,  when 
theextenfive  uninterrupted  range  which  the  wind  in  that  dire6tion  has  over 
the  Indian  ocean  is  taken  into  confideration :  during  the  continuance  of 
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this  wind  the;  almorphere  was  tolerably  clear,  though  the  air  was  keen. 
Farenheit's  thernioineter.at  the  time  of  year  anCwering  to  the  beginning  ol 
april  in  the  northern  hemiCphere.  Hood  at  53"  :  but  at  all  other  times  during 
our  lta\'.  varied  between  58"  and  64",  and  the  barometer  from  2()"()o'  to  30" 
30'.  Slight  colds  were  caught  by  the  crew,  which  ought  rather  to  be  imputed 
to  their  own  want  of  care  than  to  the  climate,  as,  on  getting  to  {'c■^,  the 
parties  loon  recovered.  Our  convalefcents  in  the  flux  received  much  be- 
nefit, though  their  health  could  not  yet  be  confidered  as  thoroughly  re- 
tllaijlithcd.  Thefe  circumflances  induced  an  opinion,  that  the  climate 
and  foil  bid  fair  to  be  capable  of  producing  all  the  effentials,  and  many  of 
the  luxuries  of  life  ;  although  on  the  fubjeft  of  agricultural  improvement,  I 
felt  inyfelf  as  unqualified  to  determine,  as  to  enumerate  fcicntifically  the 
feveial  trecr.,  (hrubs,  and  plants  with  which  the  country  abounds.  Of  the 
two  latter  there  appeared  a  great  variety,  and  I  believe  afforded  to  Mr. 
Menzies  much  entertainment  and  employment.  Amongfl;  the  mofl;  re- 
markable was  the  gum  plant,  found  every  where  in  great  abundance, 
and  anfwering,  in  all  its  charafters,  to  the  defcription  and  reprefentation 
of  that  plant  found  at  port  Jackfon,  fts  mentioned  in  Philips's  voyage. 
Wild  celery  was  found  in  quantities  fufficient  for  our  pea-foup,  and  daily 
to  fupply  the  people  by  way  of  fauce  to  their  faked  meat :  this  with  fam- 
phire  were  the  only  eatable  vegetables  we  procured.  Other  plants  were 
numerous,  and  afforded  a  great  variety  of  beautiful  flowers.  The  (hrubs 
alfo  were  abundant,  and  of  many  fpecies  ;  but  neither  thefe  nor  the 
trees  grew  fo  clofely  together  as  materially  to  incommode  travelhng,  even 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Oyllor  Harbour,  where  the  country  is  verv  well 
wooded  ;  and  as  the  branches  of  the  trees  do  not  approach  within  feveral 
feet  of  the  ground,  an  extenfive  view  is  admitted  in  every  dircftion. 
The  forefl  trees  feemed  of  four  different  forts.  The  mofl  common  much 
refembled  the  iiolly,  but  thefe  were  not  of  the  larger  fort:  that  which  I 
took  to  be  the  gum  tree  of  New  South  Wales,  by  its  foliage  and  its  pro- 
ducing  a  confiderable  quantity  of  gum,  fccmed  to  be  a  Iiard,  j)onderous, 
clofe-grained  wood :  of  this  defcription  the  larger  trees  feemed  chiefly  to 
confiff;  one  of  thefe  meafured  9  feet  4  inches  in  girth,  and  was  of  a  propor- 
tionable height.    Thofc  from  which  our  fuel  was  procured  were  of  the  myr- 
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tic  tribe,  not  unlike  the  pimento  of  the  Wed  Indies,  in  (liapc,  appearance, 
and  aroMKitic  flavor  of  the  foliage;  and  in  the  hard  and  clofe  texture  of 
the  wood,  \shich  makes  an  excellent  and  plealant  fne,  burning  cheer- 
fully yet  coniuming  How  ;  whilfl,  from  the  imoke,  a  very  fpicy  agreeable 
fragrance  is  exhaled.  I'hefe  do  not,  in  general,  grow  to  large  timbers  ; 
but  there  is  another  fpecies  much  refembling  them,  with  rather  broader 
leaves,  and  polfeffing  like  them  an  aromatic  flavor,  which  grow  to  a  con- 
fiderable  fize.  Thefe,  with  a  fpecies  not  unlike  the  filvcr  tree  of  the 
cape  of  Good  Hope,  were  the  trees  that  were  found  generally  to  com- 
pofe  the  fored. 

For  the  benefit  of  thofe  who  may  \ifit  the  country  hereafter,  fomc  vine- 
cuttings  and  water-rrclies  were  planted  on  the  iflnnd  in  Oyfter  Harbour, 
and  at  the  place  from  whence  we  procured  our  fuel ;  and  an  affortment  of 
garden  feeds,  with  fome  almonds,  orange,  lemon  and  pumkin  feeds  were 
fown.  Tlie  whole  being  the  produce  of  Africa,  I  fhould  have  entertain- 
ed little  doubt  of  their  fuccefs,  had  it  not  been,  that  there  was  much  to 
apprehend  in  their  being  over-run  by  the  natural  productions  of  the 
country. 

Of  the  animal  kingdom,  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  tenants  of  the  earth, 
little  information  was  derived.  The  only  quadruj  cd  {ecw  was  one  dead 
kangaroo;  the  dung,  however,  of  thefe  or  fome  -lier  animals  feeding 
on  vegetables,  was  almoft  every  where  met  with,  an  i  frequently  fo  frelh 
as  to  indicate  that  the  animal  could  not  be  far  removed. 

Of  the  birds  that  live  in  or  refort  to  tlie  woods,  the  vulture  may  be 
faid  to  be  the  moft  common,  as  we  faw  feveral  of  this  fpecies,  or  at 
leaft,  birds  that  were  fo  confidered.  Hawks  of  the  falcon  tribe,  with  fe- 
veral others  of  that  genus;  a  bird  much  refembling  the  Englifli  crow, 
parrots,  parroquets,  and  a  variety  of  fmall  birds,  fome  of  which  fung 
very  melodioufly,  were  thole  whicli  attraded  our  attention  the  moft  ; 
but  all  were  fo  exceffively  wild  and  watchful,  that  few  fpecimens  could  be 
procured.  Of  the  water  fowl,  the  black  fwan  feemed  as  numerous  as 
any  other  fpecies  of  aquatic  birds  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Oyfter  Har- 
bour, but  they  were  feen  in  no  other  place.  There  were  alfo  black  and 
white  pelicans  of  a  large  fort,  feen  at  a  diftance ;  and  though  ducks  were 
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in  great  numbers,  we  were  very  unfuccefsfiil  in  taking  them.  A  very 
peculiar  one  was  fiiot.  of  a  darkifli  grey  plumage,  wiili  a  bag  like  that 
of"  a  Ii7.ard  hanging  under  its  throat;  which  fnicit  To  intolerably  of  mufk 
that  it  fcented  nearly  the  whole  fhip.  There  were  alfo  many  grey  cur- 
lews, and  lea-pies  ;  of  the  latter  we  procured  a  few,  which  were  excel- 
lent eating,  'i'he  aquatic  birds  before  enumerated,  with  (hags,  the  com- 
mon gull,  two  or  three  forts  of  tern,  and  a  few  finall  penguins  of  a 
blueifh  colour,  included  the  whole  of  the  feathered  tribe  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Ihores. 

With  the  produftions  of  the  fca,  we  were  not  much  more  acquainted; 
which  is  rather  to  be  attributed  to  our  want  of  (kill  as  fifhermen  than  to 
its  want  of  bounty.  Some  of  the  few  fi(h  we  caught  were  very  excel- 
lent, particularly  of  the  larger  fort;  one  much  refembling  the  fnook, 
and  another  the  calipevar  of  Jamaica,  both  of  high  flavor;  as  was  a 
kind  of  lilh  not  unlike,  nor  inferior  in  quality  to,  the  Englifh  red  mullet. 
Thefe,  with  the  common  white  mullet,  rock  (i(h,  mackerel,  herrings, 
and  a  variety  of  fmall  fi(h,  were  thole  we  procured,  though  not  in  any 
abundance. 

Whilft  on  the  roaft,  whales  and  feals  were  frequently  playing  about 
the  (hip;  of  the  latter,  we  faw  about  a  fcore  at  one  time  on  Seal  Ifland. 
J  he  little  trouble  thefe  animals  took  to  avoid  us,  indicated  their  not  be- 
ing accuftomcd  to  fuch  vifitors.  The  throat  and  belly  of  thefe  feals, 
which  were  of  a  large  fort,  were  nearly  white  ;  between  the  head  and 
(houlders,  the  neck  rifes  in  a  k'.d  of  creft,  which,  with  the  back,  was  of 
a  light  brv  vvn  colour ;  their  hair  -as  exceedingly  coarfe ;  the  carcafe  very 
poor,  and  afforded  little  blubber  ;  which,  however,  may  be  imputable  to 
the  feafon. 

Reptiles  and  noxious  animals  feemed  by  no  means  to  be  numerous, 
as  only  two  or  three  yellow,  and  bronze-coloured  fnakes  were  feen,  which 
were  good  eating ;  thefe,  with  a  few  lizards  of  the  common  fort,  and 
fome  about  eight  o"  nine  inches  long  of  a  thick  clumfy  make,  dark  colour, 
and  altogedier  exceffively  ugly,  were  what  compofed  that  race  of  animals. 
Some  beautiful  beetles,  common  flies,  and  mufkitoes,  were  occafionally 
met  withj  but  not  in  fuch  numbers  as  to  produce  inconvenience. 
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It  would  now  remain  tofav  foniotliint^  of  the  liiiman  fpccics,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  country  ;  Init  as  wc  were  not  fo  fortunate  to  procure  an  inter- 
view with  any  one  of  them,  all  ih;\t  run  he  advanced  on  this  fubjetl 
muU  be  founrled  on  conje^urc  or  nearly  fo,  and  confetjuently  very  liable 
to  error  :  it  may.  however,  not  be  unacceptable  t<i  Hate  fuch  circuin- 
ftances  as,  on  the  fpot.  occurred  to  oiu"  oblervation. 

The  natives  appeared  to  be  a  wandering  people,  who  fometimes 
made  their  cxcurfions  individually,  at  other  times  in  confiderablc  parties ; 
this  was  apparent  by  their  habitations  being  found  fmglc  and  alone,  as 
well  as  compofmg  tolerably  large  villages. 

Befides  the  \ilh)":c  I  yifited,  Mr.  Brout{hton  difcovered  another  about 
two  miles  dillant  from  it.  of  nearly  the  fame  magnitude  :  but  it  appeared 
to  be  of  a  nuich  later  date,  as  all  the  huts  had  been  recently  built, 
and  feemcd  to  have  been  \ery  lately  inhabited.  It  was  filuated  in  a 
fwamp,  which  might  probably  Iiave  been  preferred  to  a  higher  and 
firmer  land  for  the  con\eniencc  of  water.  One  or  two  huts  of  a  larger 
fize  were  here  alfo  obfervcd;  the  rell  were  prccifely  of  the  fame  de- 
fcription  with  thofe  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  larger  trees  in  the 
vicinity  of  both  villages,  had  beei\  hollowed  out  by  fire,  fufficiently  to 
afford  the  flielter  thefe  people  feemed  to  require.  Upon  (loncs  placed  in  the 
infide  of  thefe  hollow  trees  fires  had  been  made,  which  proved  that  they 
had  been  ufed  as  habitations,  either  for  the  inferior  of  the  party,  which 
would  argue  a  further  degree  of  fubordination  amongfl  them,  or  for  thofe 
who  were  too  indolent  to  build  themfelves  the  wattled  huts  before  de- 
fcribed.  No  one  fpeeies  of  furniture  or  utenfil  was  difcovered  in  any 
of  the  houfes  ;  the  only  implements  feen,  were  pieces  of  fiicks  inten- 
ded as  fpears,  rudely  wrought,  and  the  operation  of  manual  labour  upon 
them  but  (lightly  difcernible.  The  bark  was  ftripped  oif,  and  the  thick- 
eft  end,  after  having  been  burnt  in  the  fire,  was  fcraped  and  reduced  to 
a  blunt  point,  on  one  of  which  fome  blood  was  found  ftill  adhering. 

Deftitute  (as  they  feemed)  of  the  ineans,  and  totally  ignorant  of  every 
mode  of  embarkation,  it  is  not  Hkely  that  they  place  much  dependence 
on  marine  produftions  for  their  fubfiftence  ;  yet  it  was  evident  from  the 
wears  on  the  fhores,  and  from  the  mouths  of  the  brooks  near  the  villages 
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hc'ufr  AdpiU'd  up,  that  tlioy  fomi'timcs  ivlbrt  to  the  rivulets  and  to  ilic 
(ra  foj  provilions.  On  this  account,  it  was  confidfrnl  latiicr  extraordinary, 
thai  the  l)onrs  of  the  (ilhcs  on  which  thiy  had   led  were  no  where  to  be 
louiid  ;  aiul  this  led  to  a  ru|)j)o(ition  that  ihole  which  their  endeavours  ena- 
bled them  to  procine  were  very  linall.   It  appean  d  Hill  more  extraordinary 
that,  finee  they  <hew  a  certain   proj)ortion  of  their  food  f'roin  the  fea, 
tliey  (hould  not  have  difcovered  foexcellent  a  part  of  its  |)roduceas  oyllcrj 
and  chinis ;  notwithllandinj;  ihat  llie  hitter  (how  thendi'lves  on  the  beaches 
over  wliich  they  mud  frecpienily  walk;  and  that   the  former  at  low  water 
require  only  wading  hall-leg  deep   on  the   Ihoals  that  extend  from    the 
main  land  lo  gather  in  a  ll-w minutes  a  day's  fnblillence.    Neither  did  it  ap- 
pear that  they  had  any  knowledge  of  llielt",  the  limpets,  nor  any  other  fhc-ll 
lilh  found  amongd  the  rocks  ;  or  ii"  they  had,  for  lc)me  riafon  not  eafdy  to 
be  imagined,  they  certainly  madenoufe  of  them  ;  olherwife  their  ftiells  in 
all  human  jjrobability  would  have  i)een  (een  near  the  places  of  their  re- 
fort.     Hence   it    may  naturally  be  inferred,    that  the  land  principally 
fnpplies    their    wants,   or   hunger    would    long    fince    have  condutled 
them  to  fuch  excellent  refourccs.     This  opinion  is  fui)ported  by  the  ex- 
treme (liynefs  of  the  feathered  creation,  and  the  wildnels  of  the  quadru- 
peds, whofe  footing,  and  the  other  figns  of  their  being  at  no  great  didancc 
without  our  obtaining  any  fight  of  them,  fufficicntly  pro\cd  that  they 
were  conllantly  purfued.     This  cireumflancc  may  furnilh  a  probable  con- 
jeftuie  on  the  caufe  of  the  very  extraordinary  devaflaiion  by  fire,  which 
the  vegetable  produftions  had  fuffcred  throughout  the  whole  country  we 
traverfed.     Fire  is  frecjuently  rcfbrted  to  by  rude  nations,  either  for  the 
purpofe  of  encouraging  a  fwcetcr  growth  of  herbage  in  their  hunting 
grounds,  or  as  toils  for  taking  their  wild  animals,  of  which  they  are  in 
|)urluit.     When  the  forelt  is  fet  on  fire  for  fuch  purpofes  in  a  dry  feafon, 
its  ravages  may  become  very  extenfivc;  and  the  inflannnatory  quality  of 
the  gum  plant,  which  is  here  in  great  abundance,  may  operate  to  pro- 
mote that  general  havoek  which  we  obfcrved  in  the  vegetable  kingdom. 

The  deltru6iive  operations  of  fire  were,  however,  evident  in  places 
where  the  gum-plant  was  not  found  for  a  confidcrable  diflance ;  and, 
pofitively  fpcaking,  in  our  excurfion  on  fhore,  we  did  not  fee  a  fpot 
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that  produced  any  vegetables,  which  liarl  not  vifihly  felt  its  effeds. 
Where  the  country  was  .veil  wooded,  the  lofiied  timbers  had  the 
topmoft  of  their  branches  burned ;  yet  none  fecmed  totally  dcftroyed 
by  it;  and  where  the  luxuriance  of  the  foil  had  obliterated  its  bane- 
ful appearance  amongrt  the  growing  fiirubs  and  plants,  the  ground, 
on  examination,  was  found  ftrewed  over  with  the  remait.s  of 
branches  and  flumps  that  had  been  partially  coiifumed  by  lire.  Had 
this  conflagration  been  occafioned,  as  fome  of  us  luppofed,  by  repeated 
Uorms  of  violent  lightning  and  thunder,  it  is  rcafoiiable  to  imagine  we 
fhould  have  feen  the  foreft  trees  much  torn  and  fhattered  to  pieces ; 
which  in  no  inftance  was  obferved. 

As  nothing  further  occurred,  worthy  any  particular  no; ice,  I  fliall  con- 
clude my  remarks  on  this  country  by  dating  the  aflronomica'  and  nau- 
tical obfervations  thi:t  were  made  for  afccrtaining  its  fituaiion,  and  for 
other  purpofes  of  navigation. 

The  latitude  of  the  fituation  of  the  fliips  in  King 
George  the  Third's  Sound,  deduced  from  g  me- 
ridional altitudes  of  the  fun,  taken  by  four  different 
obfervers  and  quadrants,  all  nearly  agreeing  toge- 
ther, gave  their  mean  refult  -  -         - 

The  longitude  deduced  from  the  mean  refult  of 
25  fets  of  lunar  diflances  of  the  fun  and  flars,  taken 
before  our  arrival ;  8  fets  taken  whilfl;  at  anchor 
in  the  found  ;  and  52  fets  taken  after  our  departure, 
and  reduced  to  our  flation  there;  making  in  the 
whole  85  fets,  each  fet  containing  6  obferved  dif- 
tances,  and  equal  to  510  obfervations,  gave 

Kendall's  chronometer,  allowing  the  Portfmouth 
rate,  on  our  arrival  fhewed  ,         .         .         . 

Allowing  the  Cape  rate  .         _         .         . 

Arnold's  chronometer,  on  board  the  Chatham,  al- 
lowing the  Cape  rate  .         .         .         - 

By  the  daily  obfervations  made  at  anchor,  Kendall's  chronometer  ap- 
peared to  have  altered  its  rate  as  fetded  at  the  cape  of  Good  Hope, 
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and  (eemcd  to  be  going  nearer  to  its  original  Portfmouth  rate.     The  rc- 
{'ult  of  a  fortnight's  obfervations  proved  it  to  be  gaining  at  the  rate  of 
6"  per  day  ;  and  admitting  the  longitude  to  be  right  as  afcertained  by 
our  obfervations,  it  was,  at  noon  on  the  9th  of  Oftober,  fufl;  of  mean 
time  at  Greenwich  26'  14":  and  as  it  was  manifefl;  on  our  arrival  and 
during  our  refidence  at  the  Cape,  that  Kendall's  chronometer  was  gain- 
ing materially  on  its  Portfmouth  rate,  I  have,  in  reducing  the  obferva- 
tions taken  prior  to  our   arrival   in  King  George  the  Third's   Sound, 
adopted  a  mean  rate,  which  I  truft  will  render  the  refult  of  the  feveral 
obfervations  liable  to  little  error. 

The  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle  on  board  whilft  at  anchor,  by 
two  compafles,   differed  from  3° 55' to  7°!  1".      The  ?nean  refult  of  12 
fets  fhew^ed  5°  20'  weflwardly  variation. 

The  vertical  inclination  of  the  South  point  of  the  magnetic 
needle,  marked  end  North,  face  Eaft  -  -  .     g^"  ^9' 

Marked  end  North  face  Weft  -  .  -  .     g^o 

Marked  end  South  face  Eaft  -  -  -  -     65°  28' 

Marked  end  South  face  Weft  -  -  -  -    ^5°  20' 

Mean  vertical  inclination  of  the  South  point  of  the  marine  dip- 
ping needle  ......     6^»  ^^' 

Our  obfervations  with  regard  to  the  tides  were  rather  indecifive,  as 
their  flu6luation  in  the  found  feemed  to  be  greatly  influenced  by  the  force 
and  dire61ion  of  the  wind ;  our  laft  vifit  however  to  0)'fter  Harbour 
afforded  an  opportunity  of  noticing,  that  the  rife  and  fall  appeared  on 
that  day  to  be  about  four  feet,  and  that  it  was  high  water  3'' 42'  after 
the  moon  paffc'  the  meridian.  Whilft  on  the  coaft  the  veflels  were 
conftantly  found  to  be  further  advanced,  than  what  the  run  of  the  log 
intimated  ;  but  whether  this  was  occafioned  by  errors  in  this  praftice,  or 
by  a  current  continually  prelling  eaftward  along  the  coaft,  we  had  no 
pofitive  means  of  difcovering ;  though,  from  our  conclulions  at  the  time, 
the  latter  fhould  feem  to  be  the  cafe,  as  the  log  was  not  only  ufed  with 
much  circumfpeftion,  but  the  line  was  frequently  rcmeafured,  and  always 
found  according  to  its  due  proportions. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


Pajfage  from  the  fouih-wejl  coajl  of  New  Holland — Pafs  Van  Diemaris 
Land — Arrival  in  Dvjky  Bay,  New  Zealand — Violent  Jlorms — Leave 
Dujky  Bay  —  A  violent  Jlorm — Much  water  found  in  the  Jliip — Part 
company  with  the  Chathavi  —  Difcover  the  S^iares  —  Proceed  towards, 
Otaheite — Arrive  and  join  the  Chatham  tliere. 
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vyUR  apprehenfions  of  approaching  boifterous  weather,  proved  in  the 
fequel  to  have  been  ill  founded ;  for  notwithftanding  the  s.  w.  fwell  on  the 
17th  greatly  increafed,  a  gentle  gale  continued  to  attend  us,  chiefly  from 
the  weftern  quarter,  witli  pleafant  weather.  With  this  we  (leered  to  the 
s.  E.  and  without  the  occurrence  of  any  intervening  circumflance  worth 
Wednef.  26.  relating,  made  fuch  progrefs,  that  on  the  26th,  we  had  fight  of  Van 
Dieman's  Land,  bearing  by  com  pafs  e.n.e.  10  or  12  leagues  diftant. 
Soundings  at  this  time  could  not  be  gained  at  the  depth  of  80  fathoms. 
During  this  paffage  few  oceanic  birds  had  been  fcen;  a  continual  and 
heavy  fwell  had  rolled  between  the  fouth  and  well,  and  we  experienced 
the  fame  fort  of  influence  in  our  reckoning  as  on  the  coafl;  of  New 
Holland,  in  finding  the  fliip  every  day  further  advanced  than  we  ex- 
pefted.  A  continuance  of  fine  weather  allowed  fevcral  lunar  obfervations 
to  be  taken,  which  were  direfted  to  the  purpofe  of  afcertaining  the  longi- 
tude of  our  lafl;  ftation.  The  breeze  from  the  s.  e.  was  very  light,  and  it 
was  not  until  late  in  the  day  that  the  land  could  b(^  plainly  diftinguifhed. 
At  feven  o'clock  in  the  evening  we  tacked  and  11  d  to  the  s.w,;  the 
Mewftone  bearing  by  compafs  s.  88  e.  ;  the  eafternmoft  part  of  the  main 
land  in  fight  n.  82^  e.  the  fouth-wefl  cape  being  the  nearefl:  land  n.  e.  3 
or  4  leagues  diftant;   land  appearing  like  an  ifland,  N.ii  w.    and  the 
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wefternmofl  part  of  the  main  land  n.  5  w.  This  land  lies  from  the  fouth- 
wefl  cape  N.  16  w.  about  g  leagues  didant :  between  thefe  points  the 
coall  feenicd  to  be  much  broken,  with  fome  fmall  iflands  lying  a  few  miles 
from  tlie  Oiore.  It  was  nearly  calm  during  the  night,  and  although 
within  3  or  4  leagues  of  the  land,  foundings  could  not  gained  at  the 
depth  of  130  fathoms. 

In  the  morning  we  fleered  along  the  coaft,  with  a 
fine  breeze  from  n.n.w.  ;  and  about  8,  under  the  me- 
ridian of  the  fouth-wefl;  cape,  the  chronometer  gave  the 
longitude  by  the  laft  rate       --.---.-.     i^fi"  07'         " 

By  the  Cape  rate        .-...- 147       715 

By  the  Portfmouth  rate        -.--.---.1^6       8 

The  former,  places  the  fouth-wefl  cape  20'  further 
eafl  than  the  longitude  affigned  to  it  by  captain  Cook. 
The  chronometer  placed  the  Swiliy  rock  which  we 
pafled  in  the  evening,  according  to  the  lafl  rate,  in 

longitude 1 47"  23'  30" 

According  to  the  Cape  rate        --------     j^g      3    45 

Portfmouth  rate       - 147      2 

By  the  laft  rate  the  chronometer  was  ij-^'  to  the  eaft  of  Captain  Cook's 
longitude  of  this  rock,  and  made  the  mean  difference  of  the  longitude  of 
this  coalt,  1 8'45",  to  the  eaftward  of  Captain  Cook's  calculations ;  whence 
it  would  appear,  that  either  the  chronometer  had  acquired  that  error  fince 
our  departure  from  King  George  the  Third's  Sound,  or  that  we  had 
placed  diat  port  a  few  miles  too  far  to  the  eaftward.  The  neareft  land  at 
fix  in  the  evening,  was  the  fouth  cape  of  Van  Dieman's,  which  bore  by 
compafs  N.  24  w.  6  or  7  leagues  diftant.  Having  now  a  fine  gale  at 
N.N.E.  we  took  two  reefs  in  the  topfails  ;  fhaped  a  courfe  for  Dufky  Bay 
in  New  Zealand ;  and  by  fignal  to  the  Chatham,  appointed  Facile  Har- 
bour in  that  bay  as  the  next  place  of  rendezvous. 

The  dyfentery,  though  nearly  fubdued  on  board  both  vcffels,  had  left 
thofe  who  had  been  afflifted  with  it  in  a  very  feeble  and  reduced  ftate;  and 
not  knowing  of  any  place  fo  eafiiy  within  our  reach,  where  fuch  excellent 
rcfrcfhments  could  be  procured  with  fo  much  facilit)',  together  with  tim- 
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*79<'      ber  for  planks,  fpars  for  tent  poles.  Sec.  Sec.  of  which  we  Rood  in  great 
1— V— ^   need,  1  was  induced  to  make  choice  of  Dufky  Bay,  notwith (landing  the 
inconvenience  it  labours  under  from  the  great  depth  of  water,  and  want 
of  anchorage  in  its  entrance. 

A  favorable  wind,  attended  in  general  with  tolerably  fine  weather,  va- 
N(n ember,  ricd  bctwcen  the  n.  and  \v,  and  afterwards  between  the  w.  and  s.  with 
frcfh  gales,  until  the  2d  of  november ;  when  about  9  in  the  forenoon  we 
were  brought  within  fight  of  the  coaft  of  New  Zealand,  bearing  by  com- 
pafs  E.N.E.  12  or  14  leagues  diftant.  We  fl;ood  for  the  land,  making  all 
fail  with  a  frefh  breeze  at  s.w. ;  but  the  weather  was  fo  exceedingly  hazy, 
that  it  was  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  before  it  was  plainly  difl:in- 
guifhcJ:  when  Five  Finger  Point  was  feen  bearing  by  com  pafs  n.e,  7 
leagues  diftant,  and  the  weft  cape  e.  by  n.  ^n.  The  wind  in  the  evening 
veered  round  to  tlie  n.n.w.  and  being  fight,  with  alternate  calms,  the 
boats  were  hoifted  out  to  tow  ;  by  which  means,  and  with  the  additional 
aftiftancc  of  a  heavy  fwell  rolling  up  Dufky  Bay,  we  anchored  about  9 
that  evening  in  40  fathoms  foft  bottom,  in  the  arm  leading  into  Facile 
Harbour.  Five  Finger  Point  by  compafs  bore  s.  38  w, ;  the  weft  point 
of  Parrot  Ifland  n.  35  e.  and  the  neareft  ftiore  w.n.w.  half  a  mile  dif- 
tant. About  1 1  the  Chatham  anchored,  and,  though  within  us,  was  in 
60  fathoms  water. 

Ahhough  in  the  year  1773,  I  had  vifited  Dun<y  Bay  with  Captain  Cook 
in  the  Refolution,  I  had  never  been  in  Facile  Harbour ;  for  this  reafon  I 
deemed  it  expedient,  previous  to  moving  the  vcftiels,  to  examine  and 
determine  on  a  fituation  there  moft  convenient  for  our  feveral  employ- 
ments. On  this  occafion  I  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  Broughton  and 
Mr.  Whidbey.  Having  made  our  choice,  we  were  greatly  alarmed 
on  our  return  by  the  report  of  two  guns ;  but  as  the  wind  had  much 
increafed  fince  our  departure  from  the  ftiips,  we  weie  not  long  at  a  lofs 
how  to  account  for  this  fignal,  and  concluded  that  one,  or  both,  of  the 
veffels  had  driven  from  their  anchorage. 

We  were  no  fooner  clear  of  the  iOands,  than  our  conjeftures  were  in 
part  confirmed.  The  Chatham  was  ftationary,  but  the  Difcovery  was 
moving;  and  by  the  time  we  reached  her,  about  one  o'clock,  fhe  was 

nearly 


% 


:-V5 


l:lv''  i«  ' 


i^>.'ii:i* 


^ 


ROUND    THE    WORLD. 


61 


1701. 

November. 


!ook 

on  I 

and 

oy- 

and 

med 

uch 

lols 

the 


:^: 


nearly  a-breaft  of  Five  Finger  Point.  Wc  Umnd  tlu.t,  on  the  (liip's 
driving,  a  f'econd  anchor  had  been  relbrtcd  to ;  but  the  depth  of  water 
being  upwards  of  70  fathoms,  fhe  was  not  brought  up ;  liiat  anchor  was 
again  at  the  bows,  and  the  other  nearly  up ;  fo  that  we  were  (hortly  en- 
abled to  fet  tlie  fails;  and,  having  a  flrong  gale  at  x.n-.w.  though  at- 
tended with  heavy  fqualls,  I  was  not  without  hopes  of  reaching  our  de- 
flination  in  Facile  Harbour  before  dufk.  But  about  five,  a  very  violent 
guflof  wind  carried  away  the  flrap  of  the  fore-topfail  (lieet  block;  the 
llayfail  fheets  andhaulyards  gave  way;  and  thefore-topmaflflayfail  fpllt: 
the  gale  fc  emed  to  be  incrcafmg,  and  as  we  were  in  too  narrow  a  channel 
to  repair  thefe  damages  before  we  fhould  have  lofl  all  the  diflance  we  had 
gained,  it  was  exceedingly  fortunate  that  we  had  Anchor  Ifland  Harbour 
to  leeward  of  us,  for  which  wc  immediately  fteercd;  and  running  in  by 
the  weftern  entrance,  anchored  at  the  mouth  of  the  cove  in  26  fathoms, 
foft  muddy  bottom ;  and  after  veering  to  half  a  cable,  our  ftern  was  in  13 
fathoms  water,  about  forty  yards  from  the  idand  that  lies  at  the  bottom 
of  the  cove.  The  (hip  was  flcadied  by  hawfers,  i'rom  the  bows  to  the 
points  of  the  cove,  and  from  the  quarters  to  the  trees  on  each  fide.  The 
gale  increafed  during  the  night ;  and  it  becanie  neccfTary  to  ftrike  the  lower 
yards,  and  top-gallant  mafts.  Our  apprchenfions  for  the  fafety  of  the 
Chatham  were  not  relieved  until,  by  rowing  over  to  the  Petrel  Iflands  the 
next  forenoon,  and  by  walking  acrols  the  land,  we  had  the  happinefs  to  FiiJ-iy  1 
fee  her  ride  in  perfe6l  fafety  ;  but  as  fhe  was  direftly  to  windward,  and 
the  gale  continued  to  increafe,  Mr.  Broughton  was  unable  to  get  on 
board.  Satisfied  with  the  fecurity  of  her  flation,  we  returned  to  the 
Difcovery,  when  the  violence  of  the  gale  from  the  N.w.  obliged  us  to 
ftrike  the  topmafts,  it  not  being  in  our  power  to  vere  more  cable,  or  allow 
the  fhip  to  drive,  without  her  being  on  the  rocks  altern  ;  of  which  even 
with  thefe  precautions  we  entertained  fome  fears  ;  although  in  a  fituation 
perfeftly  land  locked,  and  the  weather  (hores  not  more  than  five  cables 
length  diftant.  The  violence  of  the  gale  ftill  continuing,  the  fmall  bower 
anchor  was  dropped  under  foot.  In  the  evening  the  wind  moderated  a  lit- 
tle, which  feemed  to  be  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  acquiring  and  returning 
with  new  vigor,  as,  by  two  on  faturday  morning,  the  gale  increafed  to  fo 
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violent  a  Uonn,  as  to  oblige  us  to  lower  the  top-mafts  clofe  down  to  the 
rap,  and  to  get  our  yards  and  top-gallant  mads  fore  and  aft  on  the  deck. 
From  five  o'clock  until  eight,  it  blew  a  perfeft  hurricane,  attended  with 
torrents  of  rain.  We  were  happily  in  a  very  fnug,  fecure  little  harbour, 
yet  the  fea  heat  with  fuch  unremitted  violence  againfl  the  rocks  imme- 
diately aftern  of  us,  that  had  either  the  anchor,  or  cable  given  way,  lit- 
tle elfc  but  inevitable  deflruftion  mufl  have  followed.  Our  anxiety  was 
infinitely  increafcd,  by  our  folicitudc  for  the  welfare  of  the  Chatham; 
hut  as  the  ftorm  with  us  at  n.w.  by  vv.  was  dire6^1y  from  off  the  highland 
under  which  (he  rode,  we  comforted  ourfelves  with  the  hope  fhe  might 
not  experience  its  fury  to  the  degree  it  affe6led  us.  About  nine  a  mod  tre- 
mendous gull  caufed  the  Ihip  to  roll  excelTively ;  this  was  immediately 
followed  by  a  flalh  of  lightning,  and  a  hea\'y  crafh  of  thunder  which 
broke  up  the  llorm  ;  and  in  the  fpace  of  half  an  hour,  the  weather  might 
be  confidcred,  comparatively  fpeaking,  as  fair  and  pleafant.  Mr. 
Broughton  immediately  repaired  to  the  Chatham,  and  had  the  inexpref- 
fible  pleafure  of  finding,  that  (he  had  rode  out  the  gale  in  a  manner  far  be- 
yond all  expedation.  At  her  ftation  the  ftoim  had  blown  from  the  n.n.e. 
direftly  down  the  arm  in  which  Ihe  was  at  anchor ;  the  fea  broke  intirely 
over  her,  though  it  had  not  a  fetch  of  three  miles,  and  in  a  channel  not 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  wide ;  yet  with  her  yards  and  topmafls  clofe  low- 
ered and  two  anchors  down,  (lie  rode  out  this  heavy  ftorm  in  perfeft  fe- 
curity.  Mr.  Broughton  loft  no  time  in  getting  under  weigh,  and  worked 
into  Facile  Harbour  ;  to  which  place,  notwithftanding  our  having  been 
obliged  to  feek  ftielter  here,  it  was  my  intention  to  have  gone ;  but  as  we 
were  now  completely  difmantled,  and  finding  that  from  thcle  ftiores  all  our 
wants  could  conveniently  be  fupplied,  I  determined  to  remain  quiet,  and 
to  fet  about  the  feveral  repairs  we  required  with  all  poftible  difpatch. 
Parties  were  iinmediately  employed  on  the  different  fervices  of  cutting 
wood  for  fuel,  timber  for  fpars,  and  planks;  brewing  fpruce  beer;  re- 
pairing the  fails  and  rigging,  calks,  &c.  8ic.  which  neceffary  and 
effential  duties  engaged  every  perfon  on  board.  A  final  1  boat  with 
four  men,  daily  employed  in  fifhing,  never  returned  without  an  abun- 
dance of  excellent  filh  for  prefent  ufe,  and  a  fupply  for  every  one  who 
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cliofc  to  fait  them  for  liiturc  occafions.  Tlie  N.w.  gale  did  not  intircly 
abandon  us,  it  again  blew  witli  confiderable  violence  on  funday ,  after 
which  it  moderated,  and  the  weather  becatne  fettled,  ferene  and  pleafant, 
particularly  when  the  wind,  which  was  generally  the  cafe,  had  its  direc- 
tion from  the  fouth  or  weftern  quarters  ;  by  which  means  our  feveral 
duties  were  executed  pleafanily,  and  with  great  eafe. 

By  the  I3ih,  thefe  neccfTary  operations  were  in  fuch  a  ftatc  of  for-  Sunday  13. 
wardnefs,  as  to  allow  a  large  party  of  officers  and  gentlemen  in  two 
boats,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Broughton  in  the  Chatham's  cutter,  to  at- 
tend me  on  an  excurfion  over  this  fpacious  bay,  with  the  hope  of  be- 
coming acquainted  with  fome  of  the  inhabitants  ;  and,  if  circumflanccs 
permitted,  to  explore  the  upper  part  of  the  northern  arm,  which  by 
Captain  Cook  was  called,  "  No  body  knows  what,"  and  the  only 
part  he  did  not  thoroughly  examine. 

We  found  the  arm  in  which  Captain  Cook  places  Apparent  Ifland,  to  Monday  11 
be  divided  into  two  branches,  leaving  that  land  a  pcninfula  joined  to  the 
main  land,  by  a  very  high,  though  narrow  ridge  of  mountains.  The  per- 
pendicular height,  and  very  extraordinary  fhape,  of  the  rocky  part  front- 
ing the  arm,  render  it  a  mofl  fingular  and  najeftic  promontory.  Mr. 
Broughton  undertook  the  right  hand,  or  fouthern  branch,  which  he 
found  winding,  firft  in  a  direftion  nearly  n.e.  by  k.  about  3^  miles  ;  then 
E.s.E.  about  half  a  league;  and  there,  in  a  northern  direftion,  termi- 
nating in  a  fmall  cove.  The  northern  arm  we  found  to  run  nearly 
ftraight  about  n.e.  for  5  miles,  then  turning  round  to  the  northward, 
for  half  a  league  further,  and  ending  in  a  fmall  cove  with  very  (hallow 
water,  in  a  north  weftern  dire6lion.  The  heads  of  thefe  arms,  in  confor- 
mity with  Captain  Cook's  name  of  their  entrance,  I  have  called  Some 
BODY  KNOWS  WHAT.  Wc  wcrc  exceedingly  fortunate  in  having  mod 
delightful  weather  for  thefe  examinations,  and  returned  on  board  on 
tuefday  afternoon  ;  though  not  without  fomc  difappointment  that,  after 
three  days  excurfion,  and  landing  in  many  places,  particularly  in  Caf- 
cade  and  Indian  Coves,  which  were  formerly  the  refort  of  the  natives, 
we  no  where  found  any  traces  of  them,  or  any  circumftance  that  in  the 
Icaft  indicated  the  country  being  at  prefent  inhabited  :  if  one  or  two  rni- 

lerable 


Tuefday  15. 


I*, 


•I 


i^'H 


■i 


1 

mi 

mfi 


ifia 


"M 


m 


i 


:  I*  ,  -i 


6.1 


A    V  O  Y  /V  G  E    OF    D  I  S  C  (^  V  K  R  V 


»■' 


'I'M 


i-jqi.       (cral)le  liuts  be  excepted  which  the  odicers  of  the  Chatham  met  with  in 

November,  .  '  _ 

u  ■>»  .>  the  neiglibourhood  of  Facile  Harbour,  but  which  had  not  the  appearance 
of  having  been  hitely  occupied.     Pleafant  weather  flill  continuing,  on  tlie 

MVdiicf,  iG,  i6'th  I  took  a  furvey  of  Anchor  Ifland  Harbour.  It  appeared  to  be 
perfeftly  fecure,  and  may  be  found  convenient,  when  accident  may  prc- 
\cnt  veffels  getting  into  Facile  Harbour.  It  lias  two  entrances:  tJiat  to 
the  north  of  the  Petrel  iflands  is  a  fair  and  clear  channel,  though  of 
great  depth  ;  its  general  foundings  being  from  33  to  ,38  fathoms ;  in  the 
narrowed  part  it  is  about  a  cable's  length  wide,  and,  I  believe,  free 
from  any  danger ;  as  the  (hores  are  deep,  without  any  fuuken  rocks  or 
ihoals,  excepting  within  the  pafl'age  clofe  under  the  fouiii  lide  of  large 
Petrel  Ifland,  where  tliey  are  difcoverable  by  ilie  weeds  growing  upon 
them,  and  are  quite  out  of  tiie  way  of  its  navigation.  The  other  palfagc 
is  to  tlie  fouthward  of  the  Petrel  iflands;  and  as,  in  all  probability,  a 
lb  ong  northerly  wind  would  alone  induce  any  perfon  to  make  choice  of 
this  in  preference  to  Facile  Harbour,  the  s.w.  point  of  large  Petrel 
Ifland  fliould  be  kept  clofe  on  board,  (which  may  be  fafely  done)  in  or- 
der to  weather  the  rock  that  appears  above  water  in  the  middle  of  the 
harbour,  and  to  avoid  a  funken  one  of  which  there  is  not  the  lead  indi- 
cation, and  on  which  there  is  no  greater  depth  than  twelve  feet  at  low  wa- 
ter. Between  this  funken  rock,  and  the  point  from  off  which  it  lies  about 
three  quarters  of  a  cable's  length,  and  nearly  in  the  direftion  to  what  I 
have  called  Entry  Island,  are  fixteen  fathoms.  Keeping  the  rock  in 
the  harbour,  which  is  always  vifible,  in  a  line  with  what  I  have  called 
North  Entry  Island,  will  be  fufficientdire6}ion,  to  pafs  within  the 
above-mentioned  point  and  the  funken  rock.  This,  however,  with  fome 
other  particulars,  is  better  illudrated  by  the  annexed  fltetch  ;  which,  with 
one  of  Facile  Harbour  taken  by  Mr.  Broughton,  I  have  fubjoined  to  a 
copy  of  captain  Cook's  mod  excellent  chart  of  this  port,  with  fuch  trifling 
additions  as  in  the  courfe  of  our  obfervations  we  have  been  able  to  make ; 
and  on  this  head,  I  fhall  only  further  remark,  that  Anchor  Ifland  harbour, 
although  a  very  fafe  and  fecure  port,  is  not  a  very  convenient  one  to  get 
to  fea  from,  owing  to  its  narrow  limits,  great  depth  of  water,  and  the 
above  funken  rock  which  we  difcovered  in  its  wedern  entrance. 
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Mort  of  our  bufincfs  with  the  flion;  be  ing  finUhcfl,  our  ri^^ging  overhaul- 
ed, fails  bent,  and  the  fliip  ready  for  fea,  with  very  fine  weatlicr  and  a  gen- 
tle breeze  from  s.  s.  i- .,  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  we  failed  out  of  the  1  ."day  i8, 
cove.  The  Chatham  was  not  )'et  in  readinefs  to  depart ;  in  order,  however, 
that  we  might  be  conveniently  llationed  to  proceed  together  ^vhen  cireum- 
(hinces  Ihould  admit,  I  intended  to  place  the  (hip  abread  of  Facil<- Harbour ; 
but  the  breeze  failing,  and  the  tide  fetting  us  towards  the  iliands  that  lie 
from  it,  we  were  obliged  to  anchor  fooner  than  I  wiflied  in  38  fathoms 
foft  bottom.  Five  Finger  Point  by  compafs  bore  s.  40  w. ;  weft  point  of 
Anchor  Ifland  s.  12  w.  and  the  fouth  point  of  Parrot  Illand  n.ij;^w.  a 
quarter  of  a  milediftant.  The  day  was  nearly  calm,  but  the  next  morn-  Sauiui.y  ig 
ing  brought  with  it  a  frefli  breeze  from  the  fouthward.  The  Chatham 
having  completed  her  bufinefs,  flood  out  into  the  roadfled,  which  ob- 
tained the  name  of  Tf.mpus  r  Road,  from  the  florm  fhe  there  rode  out 
on  our  arrival :  but  not  feeing  any  probability  of  getting  to  fea,  fhe  re- 
turned into  Facile  Harbour.  The  gale  increafed  towards  noon,  but  in 
the  evening  the  weather  again  became  delightfully  pleafant. 

On  funday  morning  about  7  o'clock,  a  frefli  breeze  from  the  s.w.  fet  Sunday  20. 
in,  accompanied  by  an  unufually  heavy  fwell,  which  giving  us  reafon  to 
apprehend  fome  violence  from  the  wind  in  that  direftion,  we  weighed, 
ran  into  Facile  Harbour,  and  anchored  abreafl  of  the  paffage  leading  out 
through  Parrot  and  Pigeon  iflands,  in  38  fathoms  fbft  bottom.  This  paf- 
fage, though  not  exceeding  a  cable's  length  in  width,  we  found  to  be  a  very 
excellent  one,  with  foundings  from  9  to  5  fathoms  clofe  to  the  fliores. 
Thcfe  foundings  are  on  a  ridge  from  illand  to  ifland,  as  the  water  deep- 
ened to  upwards  of  30  fathoms  immed'ately  on  either  fide.  The  Chat- 
liam  was  at  anchor  near  us,  and  both  vcfTcls  were  conveniently  flationed 
for  proceeding  to  fea  on  a  favorable  opportunity  prefenting  itfelf.  The 
wind  continued  to  blow  very  flrong  from  the  s.w.  and  brought  with  it  a 
furf  which  broke  very  heavily  on  the  fhores  in  the  bay ;  yet  the  veffels 
rode  perfedly  quiet.  On  monday,  the  flcy  became  intirely  obfcured,  the 
former  ferenity  gave  place  to  dark  gloomy  weather,  and  the  wind  became 
variable  with  much  rain.  The  next  morning  was  perfeftly  cahn,  and 
although  it  did  not  rain,  the  heavy  atmofphere  continued.     Wc  were 
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now  rmployprl  in  completing  our  Hock  of  water,  and  in  procuring  wood, 
fprucc,  or  rather  a  Ipccies  ofcyprefs,  and  the  tea  plant,  for  brewing  at 
fea.  IVnvards  noon,  a.  breeze  fi)ringing  up  front  the  N.w.  botli  vellels 
failed  out  of  Dufky  Bay.  A  very  heavy  fwelj  rolled  from  the  s.^v.  and 
wedward  }  but  having  a  frefh  breeze,  by  4  o'clock  Five  Finger  Point 
bore  N.  by  k.  a  league  dillant. 

Thus  we  quitted  Dufky  Bay,  greatly  indebted  to  its  mofl  excellent  re- 
frenu.ienLs,  and  the  falubrity  of  its  air.  The  good  elfe6ls  of  a  plentiful 
fupply  of  fifh,  and  fpruce  beer,  were  evident  in  the  appearance  of  every 
individual  in  our  little  fociety.  The  health  of  our  convalefcents  was  per- 
fe6lly  re-eflablifhed,  and  excepting  one  with  a  chronic  complaint,  and 
two  wounded  by  cuts  in  their  legs,  we  had  not  a  man  on  the  furgeon's 
lift;  though,  on  the  mofl  trifling  occafion  of  indifpofition,  noperlbnwas 
ever  permitted  to  attend  his  duty.  Some  wild  fowl  were  procured,  though 
they  were  by  no  means  found  in  fuch  numbers  as  when  the  Rcfolution 
was  here  in  the  year  1773,  owing,  in  all  probability,  to  the  difference  of 
the  feafon ;  to  which,  pofTibly,  is  to  be  afcribed,  our  being  unable  to 
afcertain  whether  the  geefe  then  left  here  had  propagated. 

Captain  Cook's  very  excellent  defcription  of  this  place  precludes  any 
material  additions ;  and  leaves  me,  as  a  tranfitory  vifitor,  little  elfe  than  the 
power  of  confirming  his  judicious  remarks  and  opinions.  One  circum- 
flance,  however,  may  not  be  unworthy  notice.  Mr.  Menzies  here  found 
the  true  winter's  bark  ;  exaftly  the  fame  plant  as  that  found  at  Terra  del 
Fuego ;  but  which  efcaped  the  obfervation  of  Captain  Cook  and  our  bota- 
nical gentlemen  in  1773:  of  this,  with  the  antarftic  birch,  flax,  and  one 
or  two  other  plants,  we  took  fpecimens  on  board,  though  the  period  of 
our  reaching  England  feemed  too  diflant  to  entertain  hopes  of  their  con- 
tinuing alive.  Captain  Cook's  recommendation  of  Facile  Harbour  to  velfels 
bound  to  the  fouthward,  is  highly  judicious,  as  it  is  in  all  refpefts  a  fafe, 
commodious,  and  convenient  flation  ;  capable  of  fupplying  every  article 
that  can  be  expefted  from  thh  country,  without  going  out  of  fight  of  the 
veflel :  and  it  is  rendered  flill  more  eligible,  by  our  having  found  fo  good 
an  outlet  with  northerly  or  n.w.  winds,  between  Pigeon  and  Parrot 
illands ;  as,  in  confequenceof  the  high  land  drawing  thofe  winds  direftly 
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down  the  harbour,  the  weftern  entrance  will  be  found  lefs  convenient. 
No  time  Ihould  be  loft  on  arriving  in  this  bay,  to  feek  fecurity  in  fome 
of  its  harbours ;  which,  as  Captain  Cook  very  truly  obfcrves,  •'  are  nu- 
"  merous,  fafc,  and  convenient."  For  although  the  weather  we  experi- 
enced after  the  ftorm  on  our  arrival,  may  juftly  be  confidered  as  delight- 
ful fummcr  weather,  yet  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  northerly  winds 
blow  with  incredible  fury  ;  and  as  they  always  take  the  direftion  of  the 
arms  of  the  bay,  they  caufc  in  them,  tliough  they  are  very  narrow,  a 
confiderable  fea,  which,  in  addition  to  their  great  depth  of  water,  render 
fuch  anchoring  places  neither  plcafant  nor  fecure.  I  fhould  not,  how- 
ever, fuppofe  thefe  ftorms  to  be  very  frequent,  for  two  reafons.  Firft, 
during  our  ftay  here,  from  the  26th  of  march  until  the  1  ith  of  may  in  the 
year  1773,  which  may  be  confidered  as  comprehending  part  of  the  win- 
ter fcafon,  we  had  no  gale  of  wind  comparable  in  point  of  violence  to 
that,  which  we  had  lately  experienced.  This  was  my  fifth  vifit  to  New 
Zealand  and  its  neighbourhood ;  and  although  I  have  certainly  feen  much 
boifterous  and  tempeftuous  Aveather,  I  never  before  contended  with  fo 
violent  a  ftorm.  Secondly,  the  mountains  in  Anchor  Iftand,  Refolu- 
tion  Ifland,  and  all  thofe  of  moderate  height  round  the  Bay,  (the  land 
of  Five-Finger  Point  alone  excepted,)  which  on  our  arrival  were  per- 
feftly  free  from  fnow,  were  after  the  ftorm  covered  with  it  a  confiderable 
way  down.  Were  fuch  falls  of  fnow  to  happen  frequently,  it  is  natural 
to  conclude  that  vegetation  would  be  feverely  checked,  and  that  its  pro- 
du6lions  would  not  have  been  found  to  flourifti,  as  they  certainly  do  in  a 
moft  luxuriant  manner.  A  few  days  fine  weather  foon  removed  the  greater 
part  of  the  fnow;  and  that  which  remained  on  the  high,  diftant,  barren 
mountains,  which  for  fome  days  paft  had  been  entirely  free  from  clouds, 
was  obferved  to  be  greatly  diminiflied. 

I  ftiall  conclude  our  tranfaftions  in  Dulky  Bay,  by  noticing  the  few 
aftronomical  and  nautical  obfervations  that  were  made  in  Anchor  Ifland 
harbour. 

The  badnefs  of  the  weather  on  our  firft  arrival,  and  the  ftiort  time 
I  propofed  to  remain,  made  me  conclude  that  the  ere6Uon  of  the  obler- 
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vatory  on  ftiore  would  be  to  little  piirpofi*.  The  latitude  of  the  harbour 
was  limnd  to  be  one  niiiiute  fouih  of  Captain  Cook's  calculation,  or 
-15°, J 5' 36".  His  determination  is,  however,  moU  likely  to  be  corretl, 
as  mine  was  deduced  from  one  day's  obfervation  only,  with  an  artificial 
horizon ;  and,  having  agreed  fo  nearly,  any  further  invelligation  I  deemed 
unnecc  (fury. 

The  mean  rcfult  of  ten  fets  of  altitudes  taken  between  the  9th  and 
J  6th  of  Novembc,  for  afcertaining  the  longitude  of  the  chronometer, 
and  to  form  fome  judgment  as  to  its  rate  of  going,  were  as  follows,  viz. 

By  the  Portfmouth  rate  it  placed  Anchor  Illand  Harbour 
in  longitude         ..-.-.     i66*42'23" 
iiy  the  Caj)e  nite         .....     167°  55' 12" 
By  King  George  the  Third's  Sound  rate  -  -     167"    7' 40" 

The  true  longitude  as  affigned  to  that  place  by  Captain 

Cook 166"  15' 54" 

Makes  the  Portfmouth  rate  eaft  of  the  truth      -  ~  26'  29" 

Cape  rate  ditto  .....         i»39'i8'' 

King  George  the  Third's  Sound  ditto  -  -  51' 46" 

Mr.  Arnold's  watch  on  board  the  Chatham  gave  the  longi- 
tude of  Facile  Harbour,  according  to  the  Cape  rate  -  165°  48'  52" 
Efleeming  the  true  longitude  of  Anchor  Uland  harbour  to  be  166°!^' 
54",  the  chronometer  was  faft  of  mean  time  at  Greenwich  on  the  16th  at 
noon  26' 34";  whence  it  appeared,  that  it  had  gone  nearly  at  mean  time 
fince  leaving  King  George  the  Third's  Sound,  and  that  its  having  difTcr- 
cd  from  Captain  Cook's  afligned  longitude  of  Van  Dieinan's  land  was  oc- 
cafioned  by  its  not  having  gained  at  the  rate  we  allowed,  ami  of  courfe 
thelongiiude  of  King  George  the  Third's  Sound  was  not  wrong.  By 
the  refult  of  our  obfervations  here,  it  gained  on  an  average  about  3"  per 
day,  which  error  I  (hall  allow,  until  a  better  opportunity  of  afcertain- 
ing its  rate  may  offer. 

The  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle,  obfervcd  on  fliore  by  three  dif- 
ferent compaffcs  in  18  fets  of  azimuths,  varied  from  11°  17'  to  i7°26', 
the  mean  rcfult  of  which  was  i4°55'45"  call  variation.     The  vertical  in- 
clination 


^*• 


:^ 


.:^ 


M 


Novrmbcr. 


R  O  U  N  D    T  II  E    W  O  R  L  D.  69 

clinaiion  of  the  (ijuih  point  of  the  magnetic  nccJlc  on  board  was  found 
to  he — 

M.irked  end  Noilh  face  Eaft  -  -  -  -     70°    3' 

Ditto  North  face  W'cO  ....     61/    8' 

Ditto  South  face  Eaft  -  -  -  -     7C>°    5* 

Ditto  South  face  Well  ....     6(>"  35' 

Mean  inehnation  of  tlic  louth  point  of  the  dipping  needle  -  6c/  43' 
As  we  ineriafed  our  diftance  from  the  land,  the  N.w.  wind  increafed 
alfo.  A  fwell  at  this  time  coming  very  heavily  from  the  s.w.  made  me 
aj)|)rehenlive  the  wind  would  fliift  round,  and  blow  hard  in  that  direftion. 
The  (late  of  the  mercury  in  the  barometer,  the  gloominels  of  the  weather, 
and  every  other  appearance  of  the  evening,  indicated  more  wind  from 
the  &.V/.  than  would  be  pleafant  to  be  caught  in  on  this  dreary  coall : 
we  therefore  fteered  fouth,  under  as  much  fail  as  wc  could  carry,  and 
made  the  necefl'ary  fignals  to  the  Chatham  for  the  like  purpofe.  Our 
lofty  canvafs  was,  however,  fpread  a  very  ftiort  time  before  it  blew  fo 
hard  a  gale,  that  we  were  under  the  neccffity  C)f  clofe  reefing  the  top- 
fails,  getting  down  the  top-gallant  yards,  and  flriking  the  malls.  The 
night  was  extremely  dark;  which,  by  ten,  prevented  our  feeing  the  Chat- 
ham, ihe  wind  was  now  at  N,  x.vv.  very  happily  not  on  the  fhore,  as 
by  three  in  the  morning  its  increafed  violence  obliged  us  to  furl  the  top-  Wedncf.  23. 
fails.  At  this  moment  we  were  alarmed  by  finding  fix  feet  water  in  the 
hold,  which  the  (hip  felt  exceffively,  labouring  much  by  being  prefled 
down  forward  with  that  weight  of  water.  This  very  unpleafant  circum- 
flance  obliged  us  to  feud  direflly  before  the  wind  and  fea,  for  the  pur- 
pofe of  freeing  the  (liip  ;  when,  by  receiving  much  water  in  the  wafle, 
the  cafks  of  beer  and  water  flowed  upon  deck,  broke  from  their  fecuri- 
ties  and  were  ftove  to  pieces.  The  caufe  of  fo  much  water  in  the  hold, 
at  firfl  a  matter  of  great  furprize,  was  foon  accounted  for.  The  hand 
pumps  had  been,  and  were  flill,  choaked ;  which  induced  the  carpenter 
to  believe,  that  becaufe  they  difchargcd  no  water  there  was  none  in  the 
fhip.  This,  in  all  probability,  had  governed  his  examination  all  the  latter 
part  of  the  time  we  had  been  in  port,  and  produced  an  accumulation  that 
might  have  been  attended  with  the  mod  fcrious  confcquences,  had  not 
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.,  '"9''       one  ot"  the  quarter-maRers  heard  in  the  tier,  the  water  rufliinff  about  in 

jNovembcr.  '  .  " 

u  m^mmm.1  the  hold,  Thc  hand  pumps  were  foon  in  order ;  and,  to  reheve  the 
(liip  as  foon  as  polTible,  the  crofs  piece  of  the  bits  was  unfliipped,  the 
launch  got  forward,  and  with  the  chain  pumps  the  veHcl  by  feven 
o'clock  was  made  perfe611y  dry.  The  gale  had  now  incrcafed  to  a  mofl 
furious  ftorni,  nearly  equal  to  that  we  had  experienced  in  Bulky  Bay. 
The  torrents  of  rain  which  fell,  mixing  with  the  fea  raifed  by  the  vio- 
lent flurries  of  the  wind,  kept  us  fo  much  in  darknefs  that  we  could  not 
perceive  any  thing  at  thedillance  of  an  hundred  yards  in  any  direfclion; 
nor  were  we  able  to  refume  our  fouthwardly  courfe ;  the  wind  and  fea 
obliging  us  to  fteer  s.s.e.  or  right  before  the  ftorm.  We  had  not  feen 
the  Chatham  fince  eleven  o'clock  the  preceding  evening,  but  concluding 
fhe  would  (land  on  if  able  to  purfue  a  foutherly  courfe,  I  did  not  wifh 
to  bring  to  for  her :  particularly,  as  the  wind  was  fuch  as  would  foon  fet 
us  clear  of  the  coaft  of  New  Zealand,  which  was  doubtlefs  a  very  de- 
firable  obje^l. 

Tiuiirdav24.       Towards  nine  in  the  forenoon  the  ftorm  began  to  abate;  at  ten  the 
wind  veered  round  to  the  w.  s.m'.;  the  rain  ceafed,  and  the  atmofphere 
tecame  clear,  but  the  Chatham  was  not  to  be  difcovered  in  any  direc- 
tion.    There  was,  however,  great  probability  of  her  being  to  windward ; 
and  as  I  was  ftill  apprehenfive  of  a  s.w.  gale  before  we  fhould  be  clear 
of  this  coaft,  I  determined  to  lofe  no  time  in  getting  far  enough  to  the 
fouthward  to  enable  us  to  fail  round  the  land  and  the  Traps  with  fuch 
a  wind.     As  Matavai  Bay  in  Otaheite  was  the  next  appointed  rendez- 
vous, I  concluded  Mr.  Broughton  would  do  the  fame,  and  make  the  bcft  of 
his  way  with  the  Chatham  to  that  port.    The  mainfail  and  clofe-reefed  top- 
fails  (all  the  fail  the  fhip  would  bear)  were  now  fet,  and  keeping  the  wind  on 
the  beam,  we  fteered  s.s.e.  ;  when  about  eleven  o'clock,  to  our  ijreat  afto- 
nifhment  land  was  difcovered,  bearing  caft  4  or  5  leagues  diftant.    We 
knew  of  no  land  nearer  than  the  fouth  cape  of  New  Zealand ;  and,  by  thc 
courfes  we  had  fteered  there  was  fcarcely  a  poftibility  of  our  being  within 
lefs  than  18  or  20  leagues  of  the  Cape ;  but  being  flattered  with  the  prof- 
pe6l  of  a  meridional  obfervation  for  the  latitude,  our  decifion  was  pbft- 
poned  until  that  fhould  be  afcertained.    Noon  brought  us  nearer  the  land, 
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which  by  compafs  hore  n.l.  by  e.  to  e.n.e,  at  the  diftance  of  three  or  four  ^,  '7<3«> 
leagues  only.  B)'  a  tolerably  good  obfervation  in  latitude  48°^'  it  was 
clearlv  proved,  that  this  land  could  not,  from  its  fituation,  be  any  part 
of  New  Zealand,  as  it  was  nearly  three  fourths  of  a  degree  to  the  fouth- 
ward  of  the  moft  fouthcrn  promontory  of  that  country.  Our  longitude 
by  the  chronometer,  was  at  this  time  \66°.[;  which  fituation  was  18' 
more  fouth,  and  13'  more  call,  than  the  log  ga\e.  The  weather,  though 
very  hazy,  being  fomething  clearer  than  before  noon,  we  beheld,  as  we 
palfed  this  land  at  the  diflance  of  two  or  three  leagues,  the  fea  breaking 
upon  its  fliores  with  great  violence,  and  difcovered  it  to  be  compofed  of 
a  duller  of  feven  craggy  iflands,  extending  about  fix  miles  in  a  direftion 
N.  70  E.  and  s,  70  w.  They  appeared  deftitute  of  verdure,  and  it  is 
more  than  probable  they  never  produce  any.  The  largeft,  which  is  the 
north-eafternmofl,  I  (hould  fuppofe  to  be  in  extent  equal  to  all  the  reft  ; 
it  is  about  three  leagues  in  circuit,  fufficiently  elevated  to  be  feen  in  clear 
weather  eight  or  nine  leagues  off",  and  is  fituated  in  latitude  48°  3',  longi- 
tude 166°  20'.  The  latitude  was  afcertained  by  three  fextants  which  near- 
ly agreed ;  and  the  longitude  reduced  by  die  chronometer  from  Duflty 
Bay,  by  three  fets  of  altitudes  in  the  afternoon ;  viz.  one  fet  before 
we  paffed  its  meridian ;  another  under  it ;  the  third  after  we  had  paffed 
it.  As  thefe  feverally  corrcfponded  within  a  mere  trifle,  when  reduced  to 
the  fame  point,  I  (hould  prefume  that  the  longitude  above  ftated  is  not 
likely  to  be  materially  incorreft.  It  was  matter  of  fome  furprize  how 
thefe  iflands  could  have  efcaped  the  attention  of  Captain  Cook ;  but  on 
laying  them  down  in  his  chart  of  New  Zealand,  I  found  his  tracks  had 
not  at  any  time  reached  within  at  leaft  ten  leagues  of  them.  From  the 
fouth  cape  they  bear  s.  40  w.  ig  leagues,  and  from  the  fouth ernmoft 
part  of  the  Traps  s.  62^  w.  20  leagues  diftant.  Thefe  iflands,  or  ra- 
ther rocks,  for  they  appeared  perfeftly  fteril,  I  have  named,  on  account 
of  their  fituation,  and  the  fort  of  weather  there  is  great  reafon  to  ex- 
pert in  their  vicinity.  The  Snares  ;  as  being  very  likely  to  draw  the 
unguarded  mariner  into  alarming  difficulties.  At  four  o'clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon, the  Snares  bore  by  compafs  n.  30  w.  five  or  fix  leagues  diftant. 
At  day-light  the  next  morning,  we  hauled  to  the  n.e.     By  noon,  the  Friday  25. 
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gale  had  fufficiently  moderated  to  admit  the  fprcading  of  all  our  canvals ; 
at  noon  the  obfervcd  latitude  was  48"!  8',  longitude  i6y"33'.  I  cannot 
avoid  here  mentioning  the  concern  I  felt  in  beholding  the  lart  of  our  Iheep 
thrown  overboard ;  the  race  of  animals  of  the  brute  creation  on  board 
the  Difcovery,  had  certainly  been  very  ill  fat((l ;  out  of  thirty  flieep  taken 
on  board  at  Portfmouth,  no  more  than  two  came  to  the  table,  the  refl; 
died  before  we  reached  the  equator ;  nor  were  we  much  more  fortu- 
nate in  the  'ike  number  of  wethers  received  at  the  Cape;  two  thirds 
of  thefe,  with  feven  ewes  and  fix  rams,  intended  as  prelents  to  our  friends 
in  the  South-Sea  illands,  were  at  this  time  dead ;  notwithflanding  they 
were  all  taken  on  board  in  exceedingly  high  condition,  and  had  neither 
wanted  care,  plenty  of  wholefome  food,  nor  good  lodging. 

With  a  pleafant,  favorable  gale;  fonietimes  in  the  n.w.  but  chiefly 
from  the  s.w.  quarter,  and  with  tolerably  fine  weather,  we  fl:ood  to  the 
E.N.E.;  and  made  fuch  progrefs,  that  by  noon  on  the  8th  of  december 
we  had  reached  the  latitude  of  37"  27' ;  longitude  207°  14'.  The  wind 
veered  round  to  the  north  with  a  moderate  breeze,  attended  by  dark 
gloomy  weather  and  fome  rain.  On  faturday  we  were  lurrounded  by  a 
very  thick  fog,  which,  with  much  rain  at  intervals,  continued  until  the 
13th;  when  having  a  fine  breeze  at  s.s.w.  the  fog  cleared  away,  but 
it  ftill  remained  very  cloudy.  We  were  however  enabled  to  afcertain  our 
fituation  for  the  firft  time  fince  the  8th,  to  be  in  latitude  36°  13',  longi- 
tude 214°  33',  varying  fince  that  day  53'  more  to  the  north,  and  28°  28' 
more  to  the  eaft,  than  was  fhewn  by  the  log.  We  flood  to  the  north, 
under  all  the  fail  we  could  fpread,  but  were  not  fufFered  long  to  pur- 
fue  this  courfe.     In  the  latitude  of  3i''43',  longitude  214°  1 1',  at  noon  on 

Thurfdayis.  the  15th  the  wind  veered  round,  and  fettled  between  the  n.e.  and  n.n.e., 
obliging  us  to  ply  with  a  moderate  breeze  to  the  northward ;  in  doing 

Saturday  17.  wliicli  fo  Httlc  was  gained,  that  on  faturday  we  had  only  reached  the 
latitude  of  3i°8',  longitude  214°34'.  The  wind  now  blew  a  freOi  gale 
from  the  north,  the  topfails  were  reefed,  the  weather  was  very  dark, 
gloomy,  and  excelfively  fultry,  with  continued  lightning  and  thunder 
at  fome  diilance,  until  the  morning ;  when  the  wind  died  awa)',  and  in 
its  ftead,  extremely  vivid  forked  lightning,  with  incelfant  peals  of  thun- 
der, 
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(ler,  accompanied  by  torrents  of  rain,  attended  us,  without  intcrmiffion, 
until  funday  noon.  The  thunder  and  hghtning  then  ccafed,  but  the 
rain  ftill  continued  ;  and,  contrary  to  our  expectation,  the  wind  refumcd 
its  N.N.i:.  direction,  and  blew  fo  hard  as  to  make  the  flriking  our  top- 
gallant yards  ncccfTary,  A  remarkably  fmooth  fea,  with  heavy,  damp, 
clofe,  cloudy  weather,  and  little  alteration  in  the  wind,  attended  us  un- 
til the  20th  ;  it  then  moderated,  and  the  top-gallant  fails  were  fprcad. 

Since  the  17th  we  had  not  obtained  any  correft  obfervations  ;  but,  by 
our  reckoning,  the  latitude  at  noon  was  30°  17',  longitude  215°  22'. 
Although  the  wind  from  the  north  and  n.n.e.  was  attended  with  fudden 
and  violent  flurries,  yet  the  fea  continued  fmooth,  which  indicated,  that  land, 
probably  of  fome  extent,  exifted  not  very  far  diftant  in  that  dire6lion. 
After  noon,  we  flood  to  the  eaftward  about  four  leagues  ;  when,  fudden- 
ly,  a  very  heavy  fwell  was  met  from  n.n.e.  which  was  foon  followed  by 
fuch  an  increafe  of  'vind  from  that  quarter,  as  reduced  us  to  our  clofe- 
reefed  topfails.  This  gale,  which  proved  the  breaking  up  of  the  north- 
erly wind,  was  of  fhort  duration  :  in  the  evening  it  moderated,  and 
veered  round  by  the  eaft  to  the  s.  s.vv.  We  made  all  fail  to  the  north  by 
weft  ;  but  it  was  not  until  the  wind  became  a  very  freOi  breeze,  that  we 
were  enabled  to  fteer  that  courfe  againft  the  northerly  fwell,  which  drove 
the  fhip  aftern.  This  evening  there  were  feveral  fmall  white  tern  ho- 
vering about  the  ftiip,  feemingly  with  great  inclination  to  alight  on  board. 
On  wedncfday  morning,  the  head  fea  had  for  the  moft  part  fubfided,  Wednef.si. 
and  the  wind  feemed  to  have  fettled  in  the  fouthern  quarter ;  and  blowing 
a  gentle  breeze  with  very  plcafant  weather,  enabled  me  to  obtain  fix  fets 
of  lunar  diflanccs,  whofe  mean  refult  reduc  cd  to  noon  gave  the  longi- 
tude 215°  22' 45".  The  chronometer,  by  the  laft  rate  fliewed  215°  i6'45", 
the  latitude  was  29°! 5';  which  was,  at  this  time,  6'  further  north  than 
we  expefted. 

We  continued  our  route  to  the  nortliward ;  which,  with  a  gentle  gale 
at  s.s.E.  and  pleafant  weather,  brought  us,  by  day-light  on  the  22d,  in  Thurrday22. 
fight  of  land,  bearing  by  compafs   n.e.^n.     At  firft  it  appeared  like 
three  fmall  high  iflands,  the  eafternmoft  much  refembling  a  vcfTel  under 
fail.     This  land  being  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the  tracks  of  former 
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navigators,  I  fleered  for  it,  in  order  to  he  liitisfied  of  its  extent,  proluc- 
tions,  and  other  eircunifhinces  worth)'  ohferviition.  In  the  forenoon, 
eight  fcts  of  lunar  diHanees  were  obtained  :  whieh,  as  before,  nearly  cor- 
refponding  with  caeli  other,  gave,  by  their  mean  rcfult,  when  reduced  to 
noon,  2\^'^.\2  {o",  thefe,  with  thofe  taken  the  ])rcxeding  day,  comprehend- 
ing 1  \  fets  ofdiftances,  gave  by  their  mean  refult  2 15°  39'.  The  latitude, 
by  (evcral  fextants,  was  determined  to  be  2'j''g\'. 

Since  feeing  the  land  in  the  morning,  we  had  run  eleven  leagues  ;  and 
had  approached  it  fufllicienily  near  to  perceive,  that  all  we  had  at  firft 
feen  was  united.  It  now  bore,  by  compafs,  from  N.29E.  to  N.43E. 
about  5  leagues  diftant,  with  a  fmall  ifland  lying  off  its  eallern  fide  N.45E. 

AfTiUed  by  a  gentle  s.l.  gale,  with  fine  pleafant  weather,  at  three  in 
the  afternoon  we  were  within  about  a  league  of  the  fhore  ;  yet  no  bottom 
was  to  be  gained  at  the  depth  of  180  fathoms.  Several  canoes  came  off 
to  the  fliip,  and  all  means  were  ufed  to  invite  them  on  board.  They 
declined  our  entreaties,  but  fcenied  very  folicitous  that  we  fhould  accept 
their  invitations  to  land  ;  which  they  fignified  by  waving  their  paddles 
towards  the  coaft,  and  by  dcfiring  us,  in  the  language  of  the  Great  South- 
Sea  nation,  to  go  nearer  to  the  flic  re.  We  bore  away  with  that  intent,  but 
foon  again  brought  to,  on  obfervmg  that  two  or  three  canoes  were  paddling 
in  great  hafle  towards  the  fhip.  After  fome  perfuafion,  four  men  in  one 
of  the  canoes  came  near  enough  to  receive  fome  prefents,  which  feemedto 
pleafe  them  exceedingly  ;  and  though  their  countrymen  appeared  to  re- 
buke them  for  their  rafhnefs,  tlie  example  was  fhortly  followed  by  feveral 
otliers.  It  was  not,  however,  without  fhewing  e\  er^'  affurance  of  friendfhip, 
that  any  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  come  on  board,  until  at  length,  the 
man  who  had  brought  about  this  intcrcourll^  feenied  determined  to 
cfhiblifh  it,  by  complying  with  our  defires.  On  his  entering  the  fhip, 
he  trembled  and  was  much  agitated  :  apprehenfion,  aflonifliment,  and 
admiration,  equally  appearing  at  the  fame  inflant;  and  though,  on 
his  being  made  welcome  after  the  ufual  fafhion,  and  prc^fented  with  a 
fmall  iron  adz,  his  countenance  became  more  ferene  and  cheerful, 
yet  he  flill  appeared  in  a  flate  of  great  anxiety.  He  foon  communicated 
his   reception  and  treatment  to  his  furrounding  countrymen;   and  wx? 
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Jliortlv  had  as  many  vilitors  as  it  was  plcafant  to  entertain.  They  all  leemed 
peri'eMly  well  acquainted  with  the  ufes  to  \vliicli  they  could  apply  iron, 
and  how  to  eflimatc  its  value  amongft  theinlelves  ;  as  alfo  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  regarded  bv  Europeans,  They  made  no  rcruj)le,  even  with 
fonie  force,  to  take  articles  of  iron  out  of  our  hands;  and,  in  lieu  ot 
them,  with  great  courtefv  and  addrels  prefented,  in  return,  fomc  few  filli, 
filhing-hooks,  lines,  and  other  trifles,  which  they  leemed  to  wifh  fhould 
be  accejfted  as  prelents,  and  not  received  in  exchange.  Looking-glaffes, 
beads,  and  other  trinkets  of  little  importance,  at  firft  attratted  their 
attention,  and  were  gladly  accepted  ;  but  no  fooner  did  they  difcover  that 
articles  made  of  iron  were  common  amongil  us,  than  they  refufed  all 
other  prefents,  and  wanted  to  barter  every  other  gift  for  iron.  I  could 
not  pre\  ail  on  any  of  them  to  accept  a  few  medals. 

Their  \ifit  feemed  prompted  only  by  ciniofity,  as  they  were  com- 
pletely unarmed,  and  brought  with  them  neither  articles  of  food,  nor 
manufliclure.  A  few  fpears,  and  a  club  or  two,  were  feen  in  one  or  two 
of  the  canoes  only  ;  two  or  three  indifferent  flings  for  flones  were  alfo 
noticed;  with  which  they  parted  without  the  lead  relutlance. 

We  lay  to  until  five  oclock  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  the  name  of  this 
ifland,  or  of  any  other  which  might  exifl  in  its  neighbourhood,  fince 
thefe  people  were  evidently  of  the  Great  South-Sea  nation  ;  fpeaking, 
with  fonie  little  difference  of  diale6l,  the  fame  language  ;  and  refembling 
the  Eriendly  idanders,  more  than  the  inhabitants  of  any  other  country. 
On  this  occafion,  Toicereroo  the  Sandwich  iflander  was  of  little  alFiflance  ; 
having  Ix-en  taken  at  an  early  period  from  home,  and  having  been  long 
abfent,  he  had  fo  much  forgotten  his  mother  tongue,  as  to  be  fcarcely 
able  to  underlland  the  language  of  thefe  people  better  than  ourfelvcs. 
Two  or  three  of  them  remained  on  board  nearly  an  hour  ;  but  fo  unfixed 
nnd  unllearly  was  their  attention,  which  wandered  from  objet^  to  objeft, 
that  it  was  impolfible  to  gain  from  them  any  information.  Their  anlwers 
to  almofl  every  queOion  were  in  the  affirmative ;  and  our  enquiric;;  us  to 
the  name  of  their  illand,  &c.  were  continually  interrupted  by  inceflant 
invitations  to  go  un  fhorc.  At  length,  I  had  rcafon  to  believe  the  name 
of  the  iiland  was,  Oparo ;  and  that  of  their   chiclj  Korie.     Although  I 
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could  not  pofuivcly  determine  that  thefe  names  were  correftly  afcertained, 
yet  as  there  was  a  probability  of  their  being  fo,  I  diftinguifhed  the  ifland 
by  the  name  of  Op  A  Ro,  until  it  might  be  found  more  properly  enti- 
tled to  another.  By  fix  in  the  evening,  we  had  nearly  feen  round  the 
ifland,  which  is  of  little  extent ;  and  not  choofing  to  lofe  the  advantage 
of  a  fine  fouthwardly  wind,  we  proceeded  to  the  n.n.w.  under  all  the 
fail  we  could  fpread. 

As  it  was  not  my  intention  to  ftop  at  Oparo,  no  delay  was  occafioned 
by  examining  for  anchorage,  which  probably  may  be  found  on  both  fides 
of  its  N.w.  point.  To  the  fouthward  of  that  point  is  a  fmali  bay  with 
a  ftony  beach,  through  which  there  was  the  appearance  of  a  confidcrablc 
ftream  of  water  falling  into  the  fea.  The  fhores  in  moll  parts  were  fo 
perfeftly  fmooth,  that  landing  might  have  been  effefted  without  the  leaft 
difficulty.  Round  to  the  north  of  that  point  is  another  fmall  bay,  in 
which  are  a  fmall  iflet  and  fome  rocks ;  behind  thefe,  the  fhorc  may  be 
approached  with  great  eafe  at  any  time.  Indeed,  there  was  not  any 
part  of  the  ifland  which  appeared  to  have  been  aftcd  upon  by  heavy 
violent  furfs,  as  the  verdure  in  many  places  reached  to  the  water's  edge. 
The  fouth  extremity  of  the  ifland  appeared  in  fonie  points  of  view 
to  form  a  right  angle,  without  the  leafl;  interruption  in  the  fides ;  about 
half  a  mile  to  the  s.e.  is  a  fmall  detached  iflet ;  the  fliorcs  are  inter- 
fperfed  with  fandy  beaches  ;  its  greateft  extent,  which  is  in  a  n.  18  w.  and 
s.  18  E.  direftion,  is  about  fix  miles  and  a  half,  and  it  may  poflibly  be  about 
eighteen  miles  in  circuit.  This  ifland  is  fituated  in  the  latitude  of  27°  36'; 
and,  by  our  lunar  obfervations  of  the  two  preceding  days  reduced  to  its 
center  by  the  chronometer,  is  in  longitude*  2i5"58'28";  the  mean  of  the 
variation  was  ^"^d  eaftwardly. 

Its  principal  charafter  is  a  clufter  of  high  craggy  mountains,  form- 
ing, in  feveral  places,  mofl;  romantic  pinnacles,  with  perpendicular 
cliffs  nearly  from  their  fummits  to  the  fea;  the  vacancies  between 
the  mountains  would  more  probably  be  termed  chafins  than  vallies, 
in  which  there  was  no  great  appearance  of  ji  ity,  fertility,  or  culti- 
vation; they  were  chiefly  clothed  with  flirubs  and  dwarf  trees.  Nei- 
ther the  plantain,  nor  other  fpontaneous  vegetable  produftions  com- 
mon to  the  inhabited  tropical  iflands,  prcfcntcd  themfelvcs.    The  tops  of 
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fix  of  the  higlicft  hills  bore  the  appearance  of  fortified  places,  refem- 
bling  redoubts;  having  a  fort  of  block  houle,  in  the  fhapeof  an  Engliih 
glals  houfe,  in  the  center  of  each,  with  rows  of  pallifadoes  a  confiderable 
way  down  the  fides  of  the  hills,  nearly  at  equal  diflances.     Thefe,  over- 
hanging, feenied  intended  for  advanced  works,  and  apparently  capable 
of  defending  the  citadel  by  a  few  againft  a  numerous  hoft  of  aflailants. 
On  all  of  them,  we  not'ced  people,  as   if  on  duty,  conftantly  moving 
about.     What  we  confidered  as    block   houfes,  from  their  great  fimi- 
larity  in  appearance  to  that  fort    of  building,    were  fufficiently    large 
to  lodge  a  confiderable  number  of  perfons,    and   were  the    only  ha- 
bitations we  faw.     Yet  from  the  number  of  canoes  that  in  fo  fhort 
a  time  aflemblcd  around  us,    it  is  natural   to  conclude  that  the  inhabi- 
tants are  very  frequently  afloat,  and  to  infer  from  this  circumftance  that 
the  (hores,    and  not  thofe   fortified  hills  which  appeared  to  be  in  tlie 
center  of  the  illand,  would   be  preferred   for  their  general   refidence. 
We  faw  about  thirty  double  and  fingle  canoes,  though  moft  of  them  were 
of  the  double  fort :  the  fingle  canoes  were  fupported  by  an  outrigger  on 
one  fide,  and   all  built  much   after  the  fafhion  of  the  Society  Iflands, 
without  having  their  very  high  fterns,  though  the  fterns  of  fome  of  thefe 
were  confiderably  elevated  ;  and  their  bows  were  not  without  fome  little 
ornament.     They  were  very  neatly  conltrufted,  though  the  narroweft 
canoes  I  ever  law.     When  it  is  confidered  that  the  builders  of  them  are 
nearly  deP.itute  of  iron,  and  poffeffed  of  very  few  implements  of  that 
valuable  metal ;  and  when  the  miferable  tools  they  have  generally  recourfe 
to  for  fuch  operations  are  regarded,  the  mind  is  filled  with  admiration  at 
their  ingenuity,  and  perfevering  induftry.     The  ifland  did  not  appear  to 
afford  any  large  timber ;  the  broadeft  planks  of  which  the  canoes  were 
made,  not  exceeding  twelve  inches,  confirmed  us  in  this  opinion,  as  they 
were  probably  cut  out  of  the  largeft  trees.     Some  of  the  ftouteft  double  ca- 
noes accommodated  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  men,  of  whom,  on  a  mode- 
rate computation,  three  hundred  were  fuppofed  to  have  been  feen  near  the 
fhip.     Thefe  were  all  adults,  and  apparently  none  exceeding  a  middle  age ; 
fo  that  the  total  number  of  inhabitants  on  the  ifland  can  hardly  be  efti- 
mated  at  lefs  than  fifteen  hundred.     In  this  refpeft  it  muft  be  confidered 
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prolific,  notwithlbnding  its  uiicultivati  1  npp'araiirc.     Tbc  natives,  how- 
ever,   appeared  to  be  exceedingly  well   led.    of  middling    Oature,  ex- 
tremely well  made  ;  and  in  general,  their  countenances  were  open,  cheer- 
I'ul,  and  Itrongly  marked  with  indications  of  holpitality.     They  were  all, 
to  a  man,  very  folicitous  that  fome  of  ns  Ihould  accompany  them  to  the 
Ihore ;  and  thole  who  hdl  quitted  the  (hip.  endeavoured  with  all   their 
powers  of  ])crfuafion,  and  fome  efforts  of  C()m))ul(ion,  to  en'e61  tlicir  pin-- 
pofe.     On  their  departure  they  took  hold  of  the  hand  of  evvry  one  near 
them,  Avith  a  view  to  get  him  into  their  canoe.     They  all  had  their  hair 
cut  Ihort ;  and,  excepting  a  wreath  made  of  a  broad  long-leaved  green 
plant,  worn  by  fome  about  the  waill,  they  were  intirely  without  cloth- 
ing.    Although  the  eullom  of  tatowing  prevails  fo  generallv  with  all  the 
iOanders  of  this  ocean,  thefe  people  were  dcflitute  of  any  fuch  marks. 

Independent  of  the  protedion  their  fortified  retreats  may  afford,  it  did 
not  appear  that  they  were  fubjeft  to  much  hoflility,  as  fcarcely  any  fears 
from  wounds  or  other  marks  of  violence  were  obfcrved  on  their  bodies. 
Their  elevated  fortified  places  (for  certainly  they  had  every  ajjpearance  of 
being  fuch)  led  fome  of  us  to  conjefture,  that  the)-  weie  ftequcntl)'  an- 
noyed by  troublefome  neighbours  from  fome  other  iflands  not  far  dif- 
tant.     But,  as  the  canoes  we  faw  were  not  c\en  furnifhed  with  fails,  nor 
had  any  appearance  of  having  been  ever  equipped  for  an  expedition  be- 
yond their  own  coafl,  it  may  reafonabh'  be  inferred,  that  they  were  not 
accuflomed  to  voyages  of  any  length.     Yet,  on  the  other  hand,  when  the 
fmall  extent  of  their  ifland  is  taken  into  confideration,  it  is  hard  to  recon- 
cile that  it  is  not  the   fear  of  foreign  enemies,  hut    the  apprehenfion  of 
domeflie  infurreftion,  that  has  induced  the  laborious  conftrutlion  of  their 
fortified  retreats;  and  as  to  the  s.i:.  of  this  ifland  there  is  an   extenfive 
fpace  in  the  ocean  hitherto  but  little  frequented  ;  it  is  not  improbable  that 
fome  iflands  may  exifl  there,  the  inhabitants  of  which  may  occafionally 
make  unfriendly  vifits  to  thefe  people. 

Leaving  Oparo,  we  had  pleafant  weather  with  a  gentle  breeze  from  the 

Fiiday  23.      s.  E.     At  eight  in  the  morning,  the  ifland  was  (fill  vifd)le  from  the  deck, 

bearing  by  compafs   s.s.e.  ^e.    at  the  dillance  of  18  leagues.     The 

breeze  between  e.  and  s.  e.  carried  us  rapidly  to  the  x.  .\.\v.  and  brought 
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US  on  I'unchiy  t-vcniiig  into  the  vicinity  of  fonie  low  idands  (hfcovcrcd 
by  Captain  Carteret,  i\\v\  named  the  Duke  of"  Gloucencr's  Idands. 
'I'he  evening  was  dark  and  gloomy,  and  not  choofing  to  j)a(s  the  fpot 
airigncfl  to  them  in  the  night,  we  continued  to  make  fliort  trips  under 
our  top-1'ails,  until  day  light;  after  which  we  again  relumed  our  eourll-. 
Our  latitude  at  noon  was  i(y'-,8',  longitude  -211"  [6',  which  was  9' liir-  Monday  ^0 
ther  Couth,  and  2;/  further  well,  than  was  Ihewn  by  the  log.  At  about 
1°,'^/  to  the  well  of  the  htuation  of  the  Duke  of  Gloucellers  Iflands  ac- 
cording to  Captain  Carteict,  we  palled  their  latitude,  without  leeingany 
appearance  of  land.  Having  now  a  frefli  gale  at  call,  we  entertained  the 
pleafing  hope  of  reacliing  Otaheite  the  next  day  ;  this  flattering  prolped 
was  of  Ihort  duration.  Towards  the  evening,  the  wind  \eered  to  tiie  nm:. 
and  its  violence  obliged  us  to  clofe  reef  the  topfails.  The  gale  was  at- 
tended with  very  heavy  fqualls,  and  a  torrent  of  rain  continued  ahnoft 
\vithout  intermilhon  until  wechicfday  evening,  when  it  ceafed,  and  the  WV-dncf.  c?. 
wind  lUll  at  n.k.  became  moderate.  By  Handing  onto  the  n'.N'.w.,  day- 
light tlie  next  morning  prefented  us  with  a  view  of  Matavai,  or  Ofna-  TmufJn  20, 
burgh  Ifland,  at  the  dillance  of  feven  or  eight  leagues,  bearing  bv  com- 
pals  \.i,.  by  i:.  Our  courfe  was  immediately  fliaped  for  Otalieite,  the 
louth  point  of  which  was  vifd)le  by  eleven  o'clock,  bearing  by  compafs 
S.70W.  8  or  g  leagues  diflant.  The  wind  coming  to  the  nortli  pre- 
\ented  our  reaching  Matavai  Bay,  and  obliged  us  to  ply  to  windward 
during  the  night.  In  the  morning,  with  a  gentle  breeze  from  the  k.  e.  i-riday  30. 
we  flood  for  Matavai  under  all  the  fail  we  could  fprcad.  About  eight 
o'clock,  a  canoe  came  alonglidc  witli  two  pigs  and  fome  \egetables ;  a 
prefent  from  a  filler  of  Otoo,  refiding  in  tliat  part  of  the  ifland  of  which 
we  were  then  abrealK  Tlie  nath'es  informed  me  that  we  had  been  ex- 
petled,  and  that  they  had  been  looking  out  for  us  two  days,  in  eonfe- 
tiucncc  of  information  thev  faid  they  liad  received  from  an  EnirJilh 
veird,  then  at  anchor  in  Matavai  Bay  ;  and  their  dcfcription  of  her  being 
j)erfe61;ly  intelligible,  I  did  not  liefitate  to  believe  it  was  the  Chatham,  of 
which  we  Ihortly  experienced  the  happinefs  of  being  convinced.  Mr. 
Broughton  foon  vihied  us,  and  brought  with  him  an  early  and  accept- 
able flipply,  of  the  excellent  produdions  of  this  fertile  coi 
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ten,  \vc  anchored  in  Matavai  Bay.  Our  mutual  gratulations  on  meeting 
were  extremely  heightened,  by  receiving  and  conmiunicating  the  happy 
tidings,  that  every  individual  compofing  the  fociety  of  each  vcnbl  was  in 
a  moft  pcrfeft  (late  of  health.  Mr.  Broughton  had,  fince  his  arrival, 
received  repeated  marks  of  friendfliip  and  attention  from  the  good  people 
of  the  ifland.  Having  deemed  it  expedient  to  cnablifii  the  following 
regulations  on  board  (he  Difcovery,  I  dcli\'ered  a  copy  of  them  to  Mr. 
Broughton,  and  dire6led  that  the  rules  might  be  Uritlly  obferved  and 
attended  to  on  board  the  Chatham;  after  which,  Mr.  Broughton  pre- 
fented  me  with  a  narrative  of  his  proceedings  during  the  time  of  our 
reparation. 

Rules  and  Ordkrs  for  the  guidance  and  ':onducl  of  all  perfons  in, 
or  belonging  to,  his  Majefly's  floop  Difcovery  and  Chatham  tender ;  en- 
joined to  be  moft  ftri6lly  obferved  in  all  intercourfe  with  the  natives  of 
the  feveral  South  Sea  iflands. 

The  principal,  and  indeed  fole  defign,  of  the  Difcovery  and  Chatham 
calling  at  the  iflands  in  the  pacific  ocean,  being  to  acquire  fuch  refrefti- 
ments  as  thofe  iflands  may  be  found  to  afford ;  and  as  thefe  refrefhments 
are  to  be  purchafed  with  articles  which  Europeans  cftcem  of  little  value ; — 
if  each  individual  be  permitted  to  make  fuch  bargains  as  he  may  think 
proper,  not  only  the  value  of  thefe  articles  will  foon  be  reduced  in  the 
eftimation  of  the  Indians,  but,  until  a  proper  and  good  underftanding 
be  eftablifhed  between  the  natives  of  the  different  iflands,  and  ourfclves,  it 
may  fubje6l  us  to  fuch  difturbances  as  may  be  attended  with  the  moft  fatal 
confequences.  And  as  a  due  proportion  of  time  will  be  allowed  before  the 
veffels  depart  from  any  ifland,  (circumftances  admitting  thereof)  for  the 
providing  fuch  articles  of  curiofity,  &c.  as  any  perfon  may  be  inclined 
and  able  to  purchafe : 

It  is,  Firft,  ftriftly  enjoined,  that  no  officer,  feaman,  or  other  perfon, 
in  fuch  commerce  with  the  Indians,  do  give  fuch  articles  of  value,  for 
any  article  of  curiofity,  as  may  tend  hereafter  to  depreciate  the  value  of 
iron,  beads,  &c.  &c. 

Secondly,  That  every  fair  means  be  ufed  to  culti\'ate  a  friendfliip  with 
the  different  Indians,  and  on  all  occafions  to  treat  them  with  every  de- 
gree of  kindnefs  and  humanity. 

Thirdly, 
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'riiiidly,  As  proper  pcrlons  will  be  nppointed  by  ihc  refpr.  i  vc  roin- 
nianclc-rs  lo  trade  with  the  natives,  for  the  nerefTury  provifions  and  ir- 
frelhinents ;  it  is  RrifUv  enjoined  that  no  officer,  feuman,  or  other  per- 
("on,  excepting  him  or  them  Co  appointed,  do  on  an)-  pretence,  prermiie 
to  trade,  or  oiler  to  trade,  for  any  article  wiiatevcr,  until  perinillion 
Ihall  Iia\e  lurn  granted  for  fo  doiiig. 

Fourthly,  E\ery  perfon  employed  on  fhorc,  on  any  duty  whatever,  is 
Ilridly  to  attend  to  the  fame:  and  if  it  fliould  appear  that  by  negleR, 
any  of  the  arms,  working  tools,  boats  furniture,  or  other  matters  com- 
mitted to  the  charge  of  one  or  more  perfons,  be  loft,  or  fuffered  to  be 
Rolen,  the  full  value  of  the  fame  will  be  charged  againft  his,  or  their 
wages,  and  he  or  they  will  likcwife  fuffer  fuch  other  punifliment,  as  the 
nature  of  the  offence  may  deferve  ;  and  as  the  additional  pay,  and  the  emo- 
luments of  the  artificers,  ferving  in  his  Majefty's  navy,  is  for  their  encou- 
ragement, and  the  diligent  performance  of  their  duty  in  their  refpc6live 
trades  or  occupations,  and  for  providing  themfclves  with  the  requifite 
working  tools,  all  fuch  implements  or  tools  belonging  to  the  fcveral  ar- 
tificers of  the  two  vefTels,  are  by  their  refpeftive  owners  to  be  carefully 
prefcr\ed,  that  they  may  be  always  able  to  perform  the  duties  of  their 
refpeftive  departments ;  and  fliould  any  one  be  hardy  enough  to  fail  in 
his  obedience  to  this  order,  he  fliall  be  difrated  from  his  employment 
during  the  continuance  of  the  vo)'age,  and  fuffer  fuch  other  punifhment 
as  the  crime  may  deferve. 

Laftly,  The  fame  penalty  will  be  inflitled  on  every  perfon,  who  fliall 
be  found  to  embezzle,  or  be  concerned  in  embezzling,  or  offering  to 
trade  with,  any  part  of  the  fhips  or  boats  (lores,  furniture,  &c.  &c.  be 
thefeof  what  nature  foever. 

Given  on  board  his  Majefty's  ftoop  Difcovery,  at  fea,  the  25th 
of  December,  1791. 

(Signed) 

GEORGE  VANCOUVER. 
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CHAPTER    V. 

Mr.  Broughton's  narrative,  from  the  time  of  his  fcparation,  to  his  being 
joined  by  the  Difcovery  at  Otaheite  ;  with  fame  account  of  Chatham  Ijland, 
and  other  ijlands  difcovered  on  his  pajfage. 
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1  H  E  wood  we  rcccivtxl  in  Facile  Harbour,  witli  the  f[)rucc-betT, 
and  water  upon  deck,  had  brought  the  vcfTel  fo  much  by  the  head,  that, 
together  with  the  liigh  Tea  now  running,  obhged  us  to  deviate  from  our 
fouthcrly  courfe  and  keep  before  the  dorm,  which  raged  with  great  vio- 
lence; and  notwiihftanding  every  precaution,  a  wave  flruck  our  ftern, 
vVcdncf.  23.  about  fix  on  wedncfday  morning,  wafhcd  away  the  jolly-boat,  and  fat  us 
all  afloat  upon  deck.  Having,  about  nine,  run  by  cftimation  to  the  fouth 
of  the  Traps,  to  prevent  our  fliipping  fo  much  water  I  brought  to,  un- 
der a  reefed  tryfail,  and  fore  ftayfail.  By  noon,  the  gale  had  confider- 
ably  abated,  the  fea  fubfided,  and  the  horizon  became  tolerably  clear ; 
but  the  Difcovery  was  not  to  be  feen  in  any  dircclion.  After  duly  weigh- 
ing all  circumftances  fince  the  commencement  of  the  gale,  our  fcpara- 
tion from  the  Difcovery  appeared  now  complete;  and  the  chance  of  our 
meeting  again  until  our  arrival  at  our  next  rendezvous  in  Otaheiie,  feemed 
little  in  our  favor. 

"  About  two  in  the  afternoon,  land  was  difcovered  from  the  deck,  ap- 
pearing like  a  high  ifland,  bearing  by  compafs  s.s.e.  3  or  4  leagues  dif- 
tant ;  about  an  hour  afterwards,  we  had  fight  of  more  land  lying  to  the 
fouthward  and  detached  from  the  former ;  our  utmofl  endeavours  were 
ufed  to  weather  this  land,  but  finding  it  imprafticable,  we  bore  up  for 
a  palfage  between  the  high  ifland,  and  the  detached  land,  which  was  found 
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lo  l)e  coinpofnl  of  a  cludi-r  of  ('mall  iflfts  aiul  rorks,  ^loater  in  oxtoiU  ^  «7oi. 
tiiouj^h  alxnit  ilic  lu-i^ht  of  the  Nccfllcs  ;  tlicir  top'i,  or  ridges  arc  nnicli  i  '  ■^—  ^ 
broken;  and  Iron)  \\\v  liiirji  ifjand  bore  bycompals  n.e.  and  s.u'.  forni- 
injT  a  pafTiiye  ;j  miles  wide;  about  one  third  of  the  palfage  over,  on 
the  foiilhcrn  fide,  lies  a  fmall  black  roek  jull  abo\('  water  :  on  all  thefe 
n>cks  and  iflcts  the  (ea  broke  with  great  violeiue.  In  this  paljiige  we  had 
a  confiifid  irregular  (well,  with  the  appearance  of  broken  water;  large 
bundles  of  fea-weed  were  obfer\e(l,  and  the  whole  furface  was  covered 
with  birds  of  a  blackidi  colour.  The  N.i..  part  of  the  iflan''  .n  the  eve- 
ning, bore  by  compafs  north;  the  s.vv.  part,  n.vv.  by  n.;  the  padiige 
N'.w.  ;  and  the  rocky  iflets  from  n.w.  by  vv.  to  \v.  bv  \'.  between  2  and  ;{ 
leagues  diltant:  in  this  fuuation  we  had  no  bottom  at  the  depth  of  60  and 
iSo  fathoms.  Some  parts  of  tlie  illand  prefented  a  very  barren  apjiear- 
ance,  not  unlike  the  s.w.  fide  of  Portland,  compofed  of  whitifh  rocky 
cliffs.  The  rocky  iflets  are  fne  in  number,  fome  of  which  wore  a  pyra- 
niidical  form.  On  account  of  the  hazinefs  in  the  iitmofphcre,  the  north- 
caflernmod  par^  of  the  ifland  was  feen  fo  very  indidinttiv,  that  its  ex- 
tent could  not  be  afeertained.  We  had  no  reafon  to  fuppofe  it  inhabi- 
ted, and  its  defolate  appearance  made  that  very  imj)robable.  Tliis  idand, 
in  honor  of  Caj)tain  Knight  of  the  navy,  I  named  Kmou  I's  Island, 
Its  fouth  point  lies  in  the  latitude  of  48"  15',  longitude  166"  41',  afeer- 
tained by  the  watch  the  lafl  time  the  bearings  were  taken,  allowing  its 
error  to  be  30'  wed,  as  determined  at  Duiky  Bay.  Knights  Idand, 
fo  far  as  we  could  fee  of  its  extent,  and  the  rocky  idets,  lie  in  the  direc- 
tion yS  N.E.  by  E.  I  E.  and  s.w.  by  w.i  \v.  allowing  a  point  a:id  a  half 
variation  cad  :  they  extend  about  4  leagues. 

"  In  the  morning  of  the  24th,  with  a  fine  wed;wardly  gale,  wc  altered  Thurrday24. 
our  courfe,  and  made  all  Aiil  to  the  n.e.  The  wind  which  varied  in 
point  of  force,  veered  gradually  round  by  the  north.  On  faturday  our  Saturday  26. 
latitude  was  46''43',  longitude  173"  30'.  In  the  evening  the  wind  diiftcd 
fuddcnly  to  the  s.vi'.  and  blew  with  fuch  violence,  that  ftriking  our  top- 
gallant mafls  and  yards  became  neceffary.  A  remarkably  heavy  following 
fea,  kept  the  vedel  conftantly  under  water;  but  the  gale  was  attended  with 
clear  weather.     At  noon  on  the  27th  our  latitude  by  obfer\ation  was  Sunday  27. 
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45°  51' 


longitude  bv  account  176°  1;]'.     Tlic  gale  now  moderated,  which 


permitted  us  again  to  reliime  our  n.k.  courfe,  with  a  line  breeze  between 
weft  and  n.w.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  2Qth  low  land  was  dilcover- 
ed,  bearing  by  compals  n.k.  to  e.n.e.  ;  and  being  then  in  40  fathoms 
water,  wc  brought  to  until  day-break.  vVbout  four  o'clock  we  had  3(S  fa- 
thoms fand  and  broken  fhelly  bottom,  when  the  \.\v.  point  of  this  land, 
which  is  low,  bore  bycompafs  s.7  z.  about  3  leagues  diftant,  and  which, 
after  the  man  who  fortunately  faw  it,  from  the  fore  )'ard,  I  named  Point 
Alison  ;  a  remarkably  rugged  rocky  mountain  that  obtained  the  name  of 
Mount  Patterson  s.  6oe.;  a  fugar-loaf  hill  S.84E.;  and  the  extreme 
2)oint  to  the  eaftward,  which  formed  an  abrupt  Cape,  n.  75  e.  Two  iflands 
N.  3  E.  to  N.  5  E.  2  or  3  leagues  diftant.  The  interior  land  was  of  a  mode- 
rate height,  riling  gradually,  and  forming  feveral  peaked  hills,  which  at  a 
diftance  have  the  appearance  of  iflands.  From  point  Alifon  to  mount  Pat- 
terfon  the  Ihore  is  low,  and  covered  with  wood;  from  thence  to  the  above 
Cape  was  a  continued  white  beach,  on  which  fome  fandy  cliffs,  and  black 
rocks  were  interfperfed,  apparently  detached  from  the  fhore.  To  the 
eaftward  of  thefe  rocks,  between  them  and  a  flat  projefting  point,  the 
land  feemed  to  form  a  bay  open  to  the  weflward.  From  this  point  to  the 
above  Cape,  a  diftance  of  about  two  miles,  the  cliffs  are  covered  with  wood 
and  coarfe  grafs.  Thefe  cliffs  are  of  moderate  height,  compofed  of  a 
reddifli  clay,  mixed  with  black  rocks.  Several  large  black  rocks  lie  off 
point  Alifon,  and  the  Cape,  extending  little  diftance ;  and  as  we  paff'ed 
within  about  half  a  mile  of  the  fhore,  the  depth  of  water  was  14  fathoms, 
broken  fliells,  and  fandy  bottom.  This  Cape  forms  a  confpicuous  head 
land,  and  is  the  northernmoft  part  of  the  ifland;  I  called  it  Cape  Young  ; 
if  lies  in  latitude  43°48',  longitude  183°  2'.  The  above  two  iflands  lie  very 
near  each  other ;  to  the  eaftward  of  them  lies  a  fmall  rock,  apparently 
connefted,  though  at  no  great  diftance,  by  a  reef;  another  rock  fome- 
what  larger  is  fituated  between  them.  They  are  of  no  great  height ;  flat 
top  with  perpendicular  fides,  compofed  intirely  of  rocks,  and  much  fre- 
quented by  birds  of  different  kinds.  Thefe,  which  from  their  refemblance 
to  each  other,  I  called  The  Two  Sisters,  are  in  latitude  43°  41',  longi- 
tude  182°  49';  and  bear,   by  compafs,  from  Cape  Young  N.50W.  4 
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V\'c  fleered  from  cape  Young  k.  by  n.  keeping  be- 
tween 2  and  3  miles  from  the  coall,  wiih  regular  foundings  from  25  to 
22  fathoms.  The  (iiore  is  a  continued  white  fandy  beach,  on  which 
the  iurf  ran  very  high.  Some  high  land,  rifing  gradually  from  the 
beach  and  covered  with  wood,  extends  about  4  miles  to  the  eadward 
of  the  Cape.  After  palhng  this  land,  we  opened  the  feveral  hills  G\er 
the  low  land  we  had  feen  in  the  morning,  and  could  difcern  that  many 
of  them  were  co\ercd  like  our  heaths  in  England,  but  deflitutc  of  trees. 
The  woods  in  fome  fpots  had  the  appearance  of  being  cleared,  and  in  fe- 
veral places  between  the  hills  fmoke  was  obferved.  The  beach  is  inter- 
rupted at  unequal  diflances  by  projefting  rocky  points  covered  with  wood. 
Over  the  banks  of  fand  were  feen  a  range  of  retired  hills  at  a  confidera- 
blc  diftance,  in  tlie  direftion  of  the  coall.  After  failing  about  10  leagues, 
we  came  abreafl  of  a  fmall  fandy  bay.  Water  was  feen  over  the  beach, 
and  the  country  had  the  appearance  of  being  very  pleafant.  With  our 
glalfes  we  percei\ed  fome  people  hauling  up  a  canoe,  and  feveral  others 
behind  the  rocks  in  the  bay.  Fearful  that  fo  good  an  opportunity  might 
not  occur  for  acquiring  fome  knowledge  of  the  inhabitants,  I  worked  up 
into  the  bay,  which  we  had  palfed  before  the  natives  were  difcovered. 
We  came  to  an  anchor  about  a  mile  from  the  fliore  in  20  fathom  water, 
fandy  and  rocky  bottom.  The  eaftern  point  by  compafs  bore  N.78E.; 
cape  Young  w.i2S.;  the  larboard  point  of  the  bay  s.e.;  the  eaftern 
point  from  our  anchorage  proved  to  be  the  termination  of  the  ifland,  to 
which  I  gave  the  name  of  Point  Munnings. 

"  Accompanied  by  Mr.  Johnfton  the  mafter,  and  one  of  the  mates, 
we  proceeded  towards  the  fhore  in  the  cutter.  The  rocks  projeft  a  little 
at  each  extremity  of  the  bay ;  widiin  them  we  found  fmooth  water,  and 
landed  upon  the  rocks  on  the  ftarboard  fhore,  where  we  had  firft  per- 
ceived the  inhabitants ;  who  were,  at  this  time.,  on  the  oppofite  fide,  but 
feeing  us  examining  their  canoes,  they  haftily  ran  round  the  bay ;  on 
which  we  retired  to  the  boat,  to  wait  their  arrival.  As  they  approached 
they  made  much  noife,  and  having  foon  joined  us,  we  entered  into  a  con- 
vcrfation  by  figns,  geftures,  and  fpeech,  without  underftanding  what 
each  other  meant.     We  prefented  them  with  feveral  articles,  which  they 
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1791.       received  witli  ?reat   eafferncls,  and  fceincd  plcafed  with  whatever  was 
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given  them ;  but  \\'ould  make  no  exchanges.  Yet  as  we  had  reafon  to 
believe  thev  were  very  felicitous  that  we  Ihould  land,  Mr.  Sheriff,  leaving 
his  arms  in  the  boat,  went  on  (hore ;  but  he  feemed  to  excite  the  atten- 
tion of  two  or  three  of  them  only,  who  attended  him  towards  the  canoes 
on  the  beach,  whilfl:  the  reft,  amounting  to  forty  or  thereabouts,  re- 
mained on  the  rocks  talking  with  us,  and  whenever  the  boat  backed  in, 
to  deliver  them  anything,  they  made  no  fcruple  of  attempting  to  take 
whatever  came  within  their  reach.  Having  repeatedly  beckoned  us  to 
follow  them  round  to  wliere  their  habitations  were  fuppofed  to  be,  as 
foon  as  Mr.  SherifiP  returned,  we  proceeded  to  comply  with  their  wifties. 
They  had  been  very  curious  in  their  examination  of  Mr.  Sheriff's  perfon, 
and  feemed  very  delirous  of  keeping  him,  as  they  frequently  pulled  him 
towards  the  wood,  where  we  imagined  fome  of  them  refided.  On  meet- 
ing them  on  the  other  fide,  they  feated  themfelves  on  the  beach,  and 
feemed  very  anxious  to  receive  us  on  fliore  ;  but  as  all  our  intreaties  were 
ineffeftual  in  obtaining  any  thing  in  return  for  our  prefents,  perceiving 
many  of  them  to  be  armed  with  long  fpears,  and  the  fituation  being  un- 
favorable to  us,  in  cafe  they  ftiould  be  difpofed  to  treat  us  with  hoftility, 
we  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  venture  amongfl  them  ;  and  finding  our 
negotiation  was  not  likely  to  be  attended  with  fuccefs,  we  took  our  leave ; 
but  in  our  way  off,  as  the  natives  remained  quietly  where  we  had  left 
them,  I  thought  it  a  good  opportunity  to  land  once  more  and  take  an- 
other view  of  their  canoes.  Having  again  reached  the  fhore  without  any 
interruption,  we  difplayed  the  Union  flag,  turned  a  tur.r,  and  took  poffef- 
fion  of  the  ifland;  which  I  named  Chatham  Island,  (in  honor  of  the 
Earl  of  Chatham,)  in  the  name  of  His  Majefly  King  George  the  Third; 
under  the  prefumption  of  our  being  thefirfl  difcoverers.  After  drinking 
His  Majefty's  health,  I  nailed  a  piece  of  lead  to  a  tree  near  the  beach,  on 
which  was  infcribed,  His  Britannick  Majefty's  Brig  Chatham,  Lieutenant 
William  Robert  Broughton  commander,  the  29th  November,  1791. 
And  in  a  bottle  fecreted  near  the  tree,  was  depofited  an  infcription  in 
Latin  to  the  fame  eff'e6l. 

"  The  canoes  we  examined  were  more  in  form  of  a  fmall  hand  barrow 
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without  legs,  than  any  other  thing  to  which  they  can  be  compared,  de- 
creafing  in  width  from  the  after  to  the  fore  part.  They  were  made  of 
a  hght  fubftance  refembhng  bamboo,  though  not  hollow,  placed  fore  and 
aft  on  each  fide,  and  fccured  together  by  pieces  of  the  lame  wood,  up 
and  down,  very  neatly  fadened  with  the  fibres  of  fome  plant  in  the  man- 
ner of  balket  work.  Their  bottoms  flat  and  conflructed  in  the  fame  way, 
w^ere  two  feet  deep  and  eighteen  inches  in  breadth ;  the  openings  of  the 
feams  on  the  infide  and  bottom  were  fluffed  with  long  fea  weed  ;  their 
fides  meet  not  abaft,  nor  forward,  their  extreme  breadth  aft  is  three,  and 
forward,  two  feet ;  length  eight  and  nine  feet.  In  the  ftern  is  a  feat  very 
neatly  made  of  the  fame  material ;  which  is  moveable.  They  appeared 
calculated  alone  for  fiihing  amongfl;  the  rocks  near  the  fliore  ;  were  capa- 
ble of  carrying  two  or  three  perfons,  and  were  fo  light  that  two  men 
could  convey  them  any  where  with  eafe,  and  one  could  haul  them  into 
fafety  on  the  beach.  Their  grapnels  were  ftones,  and  the  ropes  to  which 
thefe  were  made  faft,  were  formed  of  matting,  worked  up  in  a  fimilar 
v,'ay  with  that  which  is  called  French  finnet.  The  paddles  were  of  hard 
wood,  the  blades  very  broad,  and  gradually  increafing  from  the  handle. 
The  nets  of  thefe  iflandcrs  were  very  ingenioufly  made,  terminating  in  a 
cod  or  purfe  ;  the  mouth  was  kept  open  by  a  rim  of  fix  feet  in  diameter, 
made  from  wood  of  the  fupple  jack  kind  ;  the  length  from  eight  to  ten 
feet,  tapered  gradually  to  one ;  they  were  clofely  made,  and  from  the 
center  attached  to  the  rim  by  cords,  was  fixed  a  line  for  hauling  them  up. 
They  were  made  of  fine  hemp,  two  fl;rands  twifted  and  knotted  like  a  reef 
knot,  and  feemingly  very  flrong.  They  had  alfo  fcoop  nets,  made  ot 
the  bark  or  fibres  of  fome  tree  or  plant,  without  any  preparation,  and 
netted  in  equal  meflies.  We  penetrated  a  little  into  the  woods,  but  did 
not  find  any  huts,  or  houfes,  though  large  quantities  of  (hells,  and  places 
where  fires  had  been  made,  were  obferved. 

"  The  woods  afforded  a  delightful  (hade,  and  being  clear  of  undergrowth, 
were  in  many  places  formed  into  arbours,  by  bending  the  branches  when 
young,  and  enclofing  them  round  with  fmaller  trees.  Thefe  appeared  to 
have  been  flept  in  very  lately.  The  trees  of  which  the  woods  are  com- 
pofed  grow  in  a  moft  luxuriant  manner,  clear  of  fmall  branches  to  a 
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confiderable  height:  and  confifl:  of  feveral  forts,  (bme  of  which,  the  leaf 
in  particular,  was  Hke  the  hiurel.  Another  fort  was  jointed  hi^e  the  vine, 
but  we  did  not  fee  one  tliat  could  be  dignified  by  the  appellation  of  a 
timber  tree.  On  our  return,  a  few  of  the  natives  were  feen  approaching 
us,  and  as  they  appeared  peaceably  difpofed,  we  joined  the  firfl  party, 
and  faluted  each  other  by  meeting  nofes,  according  to  the  New  Zealand 
fafhion.  They  were  prefented  with  fome  trinkets,  but  Icemed  to  enter- 
tain not  the  lead  idea  of  barter,  or  of  obligation  to  make  tlie  ieafl  return, 
as  we  could  not  prevail  upon  them  to  part  with  any  thing  excepting  one 
fpear  of  very  rude  workmanfliip.  On  making  a  bargain  with  him  who 
had  parted  with  the  fpear,  for  his  coat,  or  covering  of  fea-bear  fkin,  he 
was  fo  delighted  with  the  refleftion  of  his  face  in  the  looking  glaffes  pro- 
pofed  in  exchange,  that  he  ran  away  with  them.  Prcvioudy  to  this  with 
a  view  to  fhew  them  the  fuperior  effe£l  of  our  fire  arms,  I  gave  tliem  fome 
birds  wliich  I  had  killed,  and  pointed  out  to  them  the  caufe  of  their  death. 
On  firing  my  gun  they  feemed  much  alarmed  at  its  report ;  and  all  re- 
treated as  we  advanced  towards  them,  excepting  one  old  man,  who  main- 
tained his  ground ;  and  prelenting  his  fpear  fide-waj's,  beat  time  witli  his 
feet ;  and  as  he  feemed  to  notice  us  in  a  very  threatening  manner,  I  gave 
my  fowling  piece  to  one  of  our  people,  went  up  to  him,  fliook  him  by 
the  hand,  and  ufed  every  method  I  could  devife  to  obtain  his  confidence. 
Obferving  fomething  in  his  hand  rolled  carefully  up  in  a  mat,  I  was  de- 
firous  of  looking  at  it-  upon  which  he  gave  it  to  another,  who  walked 
rway  with  it ;  but  who  did  not  prevent  my  feeing  that  it  contained  (tones 
lalhioned  like  the  Fatoo  Paioes  of  New  Zealand.  They  feemed  very 
anxious  to  get  my  gun  and  fhot  belt,  and  frequently  exclaimed  Toohata. 
Some  of  their  fpears  were  ten  feet,  others  about  fix  feet  in  length,  one  or 
two  of  which  were  new,  with  carved  work  towards  the  handle;  when- 
ever thefe  were  pointed  to,  they  were  immediately  given  to  thofe  behind, 
as  if  afraid  of  our  taking  them  by  force.  Finding  little  was  to  be  pro- 
cured or  learned  here,  we  made  figns  of  going  to  their  fuppofed  habita- 
tions, and  endeavoured  to  make  them  underftand  we  needed  fomething 
to  eat  and  drink.  As  they  continued  very  friendly,  three  men  armed 
attended  Mr.  Johnllon  and  myfelf  along  the  water-fide ;  the  boat  with 
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four  hands  kccjjing  clofe  by  the  (liorc  as  we  walked,  k'fl  \vc  might  require 
fupport,  or  it  fliould  be  ncccd'aiy  to  retreat.  Every  one  had  orders  to 
be  prepared,  but  on  no  account,  to  make  ufe  of  their  arms,  until  I  Ihould 
give  direftions,  which,  at  this  time,  I  had  not  the  nioft  diflant  idea 
would  become  necefTarv.  When  our  little  party  firll  fat  off,  feveral  of 
them  collected  large  flicks,  which  they  fwung  over  their  heads,  as  if  tliey 
had  fome  intention  of  ufing  them.  He  who  had  received  the  Hones  from 
the  old  man,  had  them  now  fixed,  one  at  each  end,  to  a  large  ftick  about 
two  feet  in  length.  Not  liking  thefe  appearances,  we  had  fome  thoughts 
of  embarking;  but,  on  our  fuddenly  facing  about,  they  retired  up  the 
beach  to  a  fire  which  fome  of  them  had  jufl  made.  Mr.  Johnfton  fol- 
lowed them  fingly,  but  was  not  in  time  to  difcover  the  method  by  which 
it  had  been  fo  quickly  produced.  His  prefence  feemed  rather  to  difpleafe 
them,  on  which  he  returned,  and  we  again  proceeded  along  the  beach, 
making  figns  of  our  intention  to  accompany  them  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
bay.  Fourteen  only  followed,  the  reft  remained  at  the  fire.  Thofe  who 
had  not  fpears  fubftituted  the  drift  wood  on  the  beach  for  their  weapons  ; 
yet  as  our  party  confifted  of  nine,  all  well  armed,  we  entertained  no  fear 
for  our  perfonal  fafety,  efpecially  as  every  thing  had  been  ftudioufly 
avoided  that  we  imagined  might  give  them  offence,  and  the  various  pre- 
fents  they  had  received  had  apparently  purchafed  their  good  opinion 
and  friendlhip,  until  now  that  we  had  reafon  to  believe  the  contrary 
by  their  providing  themfelves  with  bludgeons.  Having  walked  about 
half  round  the  bay,  we  arrived  at  the  fpot  behind  which,  from  the  ma  ft 
head,  inland  water  had  been  feen.  As  we  proceeded  up  the  beach  we  found 
it  to  be  a  large  (heet  of  water,  which  took  a  weftern  direftion  round  a  hill 
that  prevented  our  feeing  its  extent.  At  the  upper  end  of  *'  's  lake,  the 
country  appeared  very  pleafant,  and  level.  The  water  feemed  of  a  rcd- 
difh  colour  and  was  brackifti,  which  was  moft  probably  occafioned  by 
the  fait  water  oozing  through  the  beach,  which  at  this  place  is  not  more 
than  twenty  yards  wide :  or  by  its  having  fome  communication  with  fea  to 
the  weftward,  which  v/e  did  not  perceive.  We  tried  to  explain  to  the 
natives  who  ftill  attended  us,  that  the  water  was  not  fit  to  drink,  and 
tlien  returned  to  the  fea  lidc;  when,  abreaft  of  the  boat,  they  became 
Vol.  I.  N  very 
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very  clamorous,  talked  extremely  loud  to  each  other,  and  divided  fo  as 
nearly  to  furround  us,  A  young  man  ftrutted  towards  mc  in  a  very 
menacing  attitude;  he  diftorted  his  perfon,  turned  up  his  eyes,  made  hi- 
deous faces,  and  created  a  wonderful  fiercenefs  in  his  appearance  by  hi"; 
geflures.  On  pointing  my  double-barrelled  gun  towards  him  he  dcfifted. 
Their  hoflile  intentions  were  now  too  evident  to  be  millaken,  and  there- 
fore, to  avoid  the  necefTity  of  reforting  to  extremities,  the  boat  was  imme- 
diately ordered  in  to  take  us  on  board.  During  this  interval,  although 
we  were  ftriftly  on  our  guard,  they  began  their  attack,  and  before  the 
boat  could  get  in,  to  avoid  being  knocked  down  I  was  reluftantly  com- 
pelled to  fire  one  barrel,  which  being  loaded  with  fmall  fhot,  I  was  in 
hopes  might  intimidate  without  materially  wounding  them,  and  that  we 
ihould  be  fuffered  to  embark  without  further  molellation.  Unfortunately, 
I  was  difappointed  in  this  hope.  Mr.  Johnfton  received  a  blow  upon 
his  muflcet  with  fuch  force  from  an  unwieldy  rl^'o,  that  it  fell  to  the 
ground,  but  before  his  opponent  could  picK  it  up,  Mr.  Johnfton  had 
time  to  recover  his  pofition,  and  he  was  oblige  1  to  fire  on  the  blow  being 
again  attempted.  A  marine  and  feaman  near  him,  were,  under  fimilar 
circumftances  forced  into  tl  e  water,  but  not  before  they  had  alfo,  jufti- 
fied  alone  by  felf  prefervation,  fired  their  pieces  without  orders.  The 
gentleman  having  charge  of  the  boat  feeing  us  much  preffed  by  the  na- 
tives, and  obliged  to  retreat,  fired  at  this  inftant  alfo,  on  which  they 
fled.  I  ordered  the  firing  inftantly  to  ceafe,  and  was  highly  gratified 
to  fee  them  depart  apparently  unhurt.  The  happinefs  I  enjoyed  in 
this  refleftion  was  of  fhort  duration,  one  man  was  difcovered  to  have 
fallen ;  and  I  am  concerned  to  add,  was  found  lifelefs,  a  ball  having  broken 
his  arm  and  paffed  through  his  heart.  We  immediately  repaired  towards 
the  boat,  but  the  furf  not  permitting  her  to  come  near  enough,  we  were 
ftill  under  the  neceffity  of  walking  to  the  place  from  whence  we  had  ori- 
ginally intended  to  embark.  As  we  retired,  we  perceived  one  of  the 
natives  return  from  the  woods,  whither  all  had  retreated,  and  placing 
himfelf  by  the  deceafed,  was  diftinttly  heard  in  a  fort  of  difmal  howl  to 
utter  his  lamentations. 
•'  As  we  approached  our  firft  landing  place  we  faw  no  figns  of  habi- 
tations. 
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tations,  ahhoiigli  women  and  children  were  fuppofcd  to  liavc  been  look 
ing  at  us  IVoin  the  woods,  whilfl:  talking  to  the  natives  on  our  arrival,  v 
On  tracing  fome  of  the  foot-paths,  nothing  was  difcovered  but  great 
numbers  of  ear  fhells,  and  rccefTes  formed  in  the  fame  manner  with  a 
Tingle  pallifade  as  thofe  (een  on  our  firft  landing.  We  diftributed  arnongfl 
the  canoes  the  remaining  part  of  our  toys  and  trinkets,  to  manifeft  our  kind 
intentions  towards  tlicm,  and  as  fome  little  atonement  a!fo  for  the  injury 
which,  contrary  to  our  inclinations,  they  had  fuftained,  in  defending  our- 
felves  againfl:  their  unprovoked,  unmerited  hoftility.  In  our  way  to  the 
fhip,  we  faw  two  natives  running  along  the  beach  to  the  canoes,  but  on 
our  a.rival  on  board  they  were  not  difcernible with  our  glafles. 

"  The  men  were  of  a  middling  fize,  fome  floutly  made,  well  limbed  and 
flefliy ;  their  hair,  both  of  the  head  and  beard,  was  black,  and  by  fome 
was  worn  long.  The  young  men  had  it  tied  up  in  a  knot  on  the  crown 
of  their  heads,  intermixed  with  blackand  white  feathers.  Some  had  their 
beards  plucked  out;  their  complexion  and  general  colour  is  dark  brown, 
with  plain  features,  and  in  general  bad  teeth.  Their  fkins  were  defti- 
tute  of  any  marks,  and  they  had  the  appecrance  of  being  cleanly  in  their 
perfons.  Their  drefs  was  either  a  feal  or  bear-fliin  tied  with  finnet, 
mfide  outwards,  round  their  necks,  which  fell  below  their  hips ;  or  mats 
neatly  made,  tied  in  the  fame  manner,  which  covered  their  backs  and 
fhoulders.  Some  were  naked,  excepting  a  well  woven  matt  of  fine  tex- 
ture, which,  being  faftened  at  each  end  by  a  firing  round  their  waifts, 
made  a  fort  of  decent  garment.  We  did  not  obferve  that  their  ears  were 
bored,  or  that  they  wore  any  ornaments  about  their  perfons,  excepting  a 
few  who  had  a  fort  of  necklace  made  of  mother  of  pearl  (hells.  Several 
of  them  had  their  fifhing  lines,  made  of  the  fame  fort  of  hemp  with  their 
nets,  faftened  round  them  ;  but  we  did  not  fee  any  of  their  hooks.  We 
noticed  two  or  three  old  men,  but  they  did  not  appear  to  have  any  power 
or  authority  over  the  others.  They  (eemed  a  cheerful  race,  our  conver- 
fation  frequently  exciting  violent  burfts  of  laughter  amongft  them.  On 
our  firft  landing  their  furprize  and  exclamations  can  hardly  be  imagined ; 
they  pointed  to  the  fun,  and  then  to  us,  as  if  toaHc,  whether  we  had  come 
from  thence.     The  not  finding  a  fingk  habitation,  led  us  to  confider 
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this  part  of  ilic  illand  a.s  a  temporary  rrndencc  of  the  iiihaliitants,  polH- 
bly  io]  ihc  purpoff  of  procuring  a  fiipply  of  [hell  and  other  lilh.  Titer 
t'onner,  of  diliercnt  kinds,  were,  here  lo  be  had  in  great  ahinidanee  :  claw.s 
ol day  iilli  were  found  in  tlicir  canoe.s ;  anda.s  the  bird,s  about  the  fliorc 
were  in  great,  numbers,  and  Hew  about  the  natives  as  if  never  uiolclled,  it 
gave  us  reafoa  to  believe  that  the  fca  furnifhed  the  prineipal  means  of 
tlicir  fubfidcnce.  Black  fea  pies  with  red  bills,  black  and  white  fpotted 
curlews  with  yellow  bills,  largo  wood  pigeons  hie  thofe  at  Didky  bay, 
a  variety  of  ducks,  Onall  land  larks,  and  land-pipers,  were  \ery  nume- 
rous about  the  fliores. 

"  Thefe  few  obfervations  conclude  a  brief  narrative  of  our  vifit  and 
tranfatlions  at  Chatham  ifland  ;  and  I  have  to  lament  thai  the  hoflility  of 
its  inhabitants  rendered  the  melancholv  fate  that  attended  one  of  them 
unavoidable,  and  prevented  our  refearches  extending  further  than  the 
beach,  and  the  immediate  entrance  of  the  adjoining  wood. 

"  On  our  return  to  the  veffel  we  got  under  weigh,  with  a  frefli  gale 
at  s.w.     About  fix  in  the  evening,  on  pafling  point  Munnings,  which  is 
the   N.  E.  excrcmity  of  the  ifland,   it  was  feen  to  be  a  low  pcninfula, 
over  which,  fi  om  the  mad-head,  was  difcovered  more  land  to  the  fouth- 
ward:  but  the  weather  became  fo  very  hazy,  that  it  was  impoflible  to  dii- 
cern  how  far  it  extended  in  that  dire61;ion.     From  the  bay,  which  I  called 
Skirmish  BA'i ,  to  point  Munning.s,  tiie  fliore  is  low,  rocky,  and  clothed 
with  wood.     Some  rocks  lie  a  little  way  off'  the  point.     The  extent  of  the 
illand  in  an  cad  and  weft  diredlion,  which  is  nearly  the  line  of  the  coaft, 
was  now  confidered  to  be  about  12  leagues,  allowing  i.|°  caft  variation. 
The  latitude  of  our  anchoring  place  in  Skirmifli  bay  was  13°.iq',  and  its 
longitude  183°  25'.     At  eight  o'clock  the  extremities  of  the  land  bore 
from  s.v/.  by  s.  to  w.  by  s.  5  or  6  leagues  diftant.     At  day-break,  the 
next  morning,  we  made  all   fail    as  ufual,  and  purfued  our  way  to  the 
Wcdnef.  30.   N.E.     In  the  courfe  of  this  day,  we  pa  {fed  many  patches  of  fea  weedy 
and  faw  fome  port  Egmont  hens  and  feveral  oceanic  birds.  .  i 

"  With  pleafant  weather  and  a  fine  gale  between  the  s.e.  and  s.w.- 
quarters,  we  proceeded,  without  any  thing  occurring  worthy  of  notice; 
until  the  3d  of  decemberj  when,  in  the  afternoon,  our  latitude  was  38" 
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the  mean  riiult  of  eight  fets  of  lunar  obfervaiions  taken  the  two 
prec-eding  (lays,  and  reduced  by  the  watch,  gave  the  longitude  this  day 
ic)i> "  J3'3;j".  The  watch,  by  its  rate,  and  error,  as  ioinul  at  Du(ky  l)a\', 
lliewed  192" 45' 37".  The  riieati  variation,  by  a/.iniulhs  ami  amplitude, 
li^fjC)  eaftwardly.  The  watch  and  oblervations  having  agiced  Co  well, 
Jittle  error  is  to  be  ajiprehendcui  in  tl;e  longitude  alligiied  to  Chatham 
illand. 

"  Our  pleafiuU  weather  was  of  no  long  continuance;  on  tuefday,  in  the   TucMjv  g. 
latitude  of  35°,];]',  longitude  197"  20',  towards  evening,  it  fell  calm.     A 
breeze  next  morning  fprang  up  at  n.e.  with  which  we  (leered  to  the    WcJikI.  7. 
E.s.E. ;  between  which,  and  the  n.n.w.  the  wind  continued  with  hazy, 
rainy,  foggy  and  very  unpleafant  weather  until  funday,  in  latitude  36"   Smuiiy  u. 
53',  longitude  206" :  having  been  vifited  by  few  oceanic  birds.    The  wind 
now  veered  round  by  the  well  to  the  I'outhward,  and  brought  us  tolera- 
bly pleafant  weather,  with  which,  until  thur^da^',  we  continued  to  fleer   TimrWayis 
north  by  eafl;  when,    in   latitude  30"  17',   longitude  2o8''46',  the  wind 
again  refumcd  its  northern  direction,  varying  a  point  or  two  on  cither 
fide  of  north.     The  atmofphere  became  dark,  heavy,  fultry  and  gloomy  ; 
llie  clouds  poured  down  torrents  of  rain  accompanied  with  much  light- 
ning, thunder,  and  violent  Ajualls,  which  obliged   the  crew  to  be  con- 
(lantly  expofed,   until  the  2Cih  ;  when  the  wind  changed  to  the  fouth,  Tuckiay  20, 
blew  a  moderate  breeze,  and  we  again  had  fine  fettled  weather. 

"  Although  every  advantage  had  been  taken  which  the  winds  afforded, 
during  the  lall  four  days,  we  had  not  been  able  to  fhorten  the  diflance 
from  our  dellined  port,  more  than  6  leagues  ;  our  latitude  this  day  being 
29°  8',  longitude  211°  55'.  Shortly,  afternoon,  fome  obfervations  were 
procured  for  the  longitude.  The  mean  of  four  fets  of  dillances  ga\c 
214"  30' 18",  the  watch  2 12"  13' 15".  Although  the  watch  was  confide- 
rably  to  the  wellward  of  the  lunar  obfervations,  yet  in  the  lafl  of  five  days, 
it  made  1°  ig'  more  eafling  than  the  log  fhewed. 

'•  The  wind  continued  between  fouth,  and  e.s.e.  with  plealiint  weather ; 
on  thurfday  we  were  again  en;'. bled  to  obtain  more  obfervations  for  the  Thiirfclayns 
longitude,  when  the  mean  of  two  lets  gave  2 13° 53'  7',,  the  watch  21 2°.J3', 
the  mean  of  thefe,  and  ihofe  taken  ou  tuelday,  reduced  by  the  watch  to 
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No'v!?nbe     ^^''^  ^'^^''  S^^^  *'^^  mean  rcfult  of  the  fix  fets  213"  5i'3o",  which  was  1"  10' 
V.  -V-  ^   cad  of  the  watch  ;  our  latitude  at  this  time  was  25"  26.' 

"  At  eight  the  next  morning,  land  was  feen  from  the  mad-head  bear- 
ing, by  compafs,  w.  by  s.  an  hour  afterwards  it  was  vifible  from 
the  deck  bearing  \v.  s.w.-|-w.  at  the  diftance  of  about  10  leagues.  It 
proved  to  be  a  fniall  high  ifland;  its  northern  part  fbrjned  an  elevated 
hummock,  from  the  fall  of  which  the  land  continued  level,  and  then  gra- 
dually dccreafed  to  the  other  extreme  point. 

"  The  watch,  with  its  error,  gave  the  longitude,  at  the  time  the  above 
bearings  were  taken,  211°  6',  O  a  ([  213°  16',  our  latitude  by  eflimation 
at  this  time  23°  ,16'.  The  fun  being  within  a  few  minutes  of  the  zenith  at 
noon,  our  obfervation  was  indiflerent,  and  could  by  no  means  be  de- 
pentied  upon.  I  did  not  think  it  proper,  on  the  prelc;nt  occafion,  to  give 
any  name  to  this  ifland.  I  had  fome  reafon  to  doubt  the  accuracy  of  our 
longitude.  On  our  arrival  at  Otahdte  I  fhould  be  enabled  to  determine 
whether  this  ifland  might  not  be  Tobouai  feen  by  Captain  Cook,  or  the 
land  fuppofed  to  have  been  feen  to  the  fouth-ealtward,  whilft  the  Refolu- 
tion  was  off  that  ifland. 

"  The  wind  principally  between  e.n.k.  and  s.e.  blew  very  frefli,  at- 
tended with  fqualls,  a  gloomy  atmofphere,  and  an  almofl  inceflant  rain, 
Monday  a6.  until  feven  in  the  morning  of  the  26th  ;  when  the  weather  clearing,  g::ive 
us  a  view  of  Maitea  or  Ofnaburgh  ifland;  bearing,  by  compafs,  e.s.e. 
diftant  only  about  6  or  8  leagues.  We  immediately  fleered  for  Otaheite, 
which  was  feen  about  eight  bearing  w^.  ^  N.  The  wind  was  now  caftwardly, 
accompanied  by  (howers  of  rain.  At  noon,  the  land  over  point  Venus 
bore  weft,  diftant  7  or  8  leagues.  The  latitude  now  obfcrved  (being  the 
firft  time  fince  the  23d,)  varying  only  5'  from  the  dead  reckoning,  was 
17°  29',  longitude  21 1°  45',  by  the  watch  210°  39'.  In  the  afternoon,  the 
wind  became  fouthwardly,  with  dark  gloomy  weadier.  Having  reached, 
by  five  o'clock,  within  four  or  five  miles  of  the  fliore,  a  little  to  the  eaft- 
ward  of  p»)int  Venus,  fome  canoes  came  off,  and  bi  ought  (bme  cocoa-nuts, 
and  two  fmall  hogs,  which  were  inftantly  purchafed.  Towards  fun-fet, 
the  breeze  died  away,  and  it  continued  calm  until  midnight,  when  it  again 
frefliened  from  the  eaftward;  with  which,  under  an  cafy  fail,  we  plied 
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until  the  inorninij,  when  all  our  canvaCs  was  fpread  lor  Malavai  bay.  ,  •70"' 
About,  eight  (/clock  we  roinided  the  Dolphin  bank  in  2-h  fathoms  wu-  v»  ^i  ,.» 
ter,  and  worked  up  into  the  bay.  About  nine  we  anchored  in  8  lathoin, 
black  muddy  bottom;  point  Venus  bearing  by  conipafs  n.  15  i,.  ;  the 
Dolphin  bank  N.70W.;  and  One-Tree  hill  s.31  w.  This  being  the 
place  of  rendevou.s  appointed  by  Captain  Vancouver,  we  experienced  no 
fmall  degree  of  difappointnient  on  not  finding  the  Difcovery  in  port ; 
and  our  folicitude  for  her  welfare  was  greatly  increafed,  when  we  ad- 
verted to  her  fuperiority  in  failing,  which  had  given  us  reafon  to  believe 
her  arrival  would  have  j)receded  ours,  at  leaft  a  week. 

"  We  fcarcely  anchored,  when  the  natives  flocked  aroimd  us  in  the  moR 
civil  and  friendly  manner,  bringing  with  them  an  ample  fupply  of  the 
different  refrelhments  their  country  afforded.  Some  trifling  thefts  being 
committed  by  fbme  of  our  numerous  vifitors,  we  were  under  the  neceffity 
of  obliging  them  to  retire  to  their  canoes  alongfidc,  with  which  they 
complied  in  the  greatefl  good  humour.  The  whole  of  the  afternoon  was 
a  continued  rain,  as  heavy  as  any  one  on  board  ever  beheld,  accompa- 
nied with  a  Vtry  fevere  temped.  On  our  firfl  arrival,  the  whole  of  the 
fliore  was  one  uninterrupted  beach  ;  but,  towards  evening,  the  torrents 
of  rain  which  had  fallen,  caufed  an  inundation  of  the  river,  which 
broke  its  bank  about  half  way,  betv/een  point  Venus  and  One-Tree  hill ; 
and  through  the  breach  an  immenfe  quantity  of  water  was  difcharged, 
which  brought  with  it  a  great  number  of  large  trees  that  were  fcattered 
in  various  direftions  over  the  bay.  A  great  concourfe  of  the  inhabitants 
had  affembled  and  beheld  the  bank  give  way,  upon  which  they  all  Ihout- 
ed,  fcemingly  with  acclamations  of  great  joy ;  for  had  not  this  event 
taken  place,  their  houfes  and  plantations  would  probably  have  been 
much  incommoded  by  the  overflowing  of  the  river. 

"  Our  cutter  was  moored  alongfide.  In  the  courfe  of  the  night  one 
of  the  trees  drifted  athwart  her,  broke  the  iron  chain,  with  which  flie 
was  fecured,  flove  in  her  broadfide  and  ftern  ;  and,  on  her  filling,  the 
furniture  was  waflied  away.  This  circumftance,  little  to  the  credit  of 
the  gentlemen  who  had  the  watch  on  deck,  was  not  difcovered  until  the 
morning,  when,  after  fome  hours  fearch  in  the  launch,  the  party  return-  Wedncf.  28. 
el  without  finding  the  loft  materials. 

"  From 
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Dpri-  iihi'i". 


"  From  yoting  Otno,  I  recoivrd  this  tnornlng  a  prcfcnt  of  two  hogs, 
and  foinr  fruit.  Otoo  ihr  clflcr,  now  flilnl  Pomnrrc,  we  iinck'rnood,  was 
at  Kinico,  whither  the  mcllcn^crs  rrqiiclh'd  we  would  find  to  acquaint 
him  with  our  arrival,  011  which  lie  would  iidlantly  repair  to  Mataviii. 
His  ablencc,  however,  had  produced  not  the  lead  inconvenieucc ;  for 
notwithllanrliug  w(!  had  not  been  vifited  by  any  chief,  yet  the  behaviour 
of  the  people  was  j)erfettlv  civil  and  fricndlv.  They  fup|)lied  us  with 
as  much  provilion  as  we  could  pofhhly  ufe,  on  very  reafonable  terms. 
The  greater  part  of  this  day,  and  all  the  fuccceding  night,  the  tcmpefl 
continued  with  luiabated  torrents  of  rain. 

Tiiuifdavig.  '•  On  thurfday  morning  I  received  from  Oparre  a  very  bountiful  pre- 
fent,  confifting  of  hogs  and  fruit,  from  young  Otoo,  with  a  mcfTagc  to 
fignify  that  he  might  be  expe6led  next  day  at  Matavai.  In  the  evening, 
the  weather  being  a  little  more  temperate,  though  the  furf  continued 
to  run  too  high  to  admit  of  our  approaching  the  beach  in  the  bay,  wc 
landed  at  the  back  of  point  Venus,  and  were  received  by  the  natives 
with  great  cheerfulnefs  and  cordiality.  They  treated  us  with  the  utmoll 
hofpitality,  and  vied  with  each  other  to  be  foremoll  in  friendly  attentions. 
The  wind  having  (hifted  to  the  eadward,  the  weather  became  ferene  and 

Friday  30.  pleafant;  and  being  informed  the  next  morning,  by  fomc  of  the  natives, 
that  a  fhip  was  in  fight,  I  repaired  inllantly  on  fhore,  and  had  the  un- 
fpeakable  pleafure  of  perceiving  it  to  be  the  Difcovery  to  the  eaftward, 
fteering  for  the  bay.  About  ten  o'clock,  as  fhe  hauled  in  between  the 
reef  and  the  Dolphin  bank,  I  went  on  board  to  congratulate  Captain 
Vancouver  ;  and  to  inform  him  of  our  welliire  and  proceedings  fince  our 
feparation." 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve,  that  the  feparation  of  the  two 
vefTels  was  occafioned,  as  was  firft  conjeftured,  hv  circumHances  un- 
avoidable, which  occurred  during  a  very  heavy  and  violent  ftorm.  As 
fome  recompence,  however,  for  the  anxiety  attendant  on  lofing  the  com- 
pany of  our  little  confort,  we  had  to  refle^l,  that,  eventually,  the  gale 
had  been  the  fortunate  means  of  our  making  fomc  additions  to  geo- 
graphy. 

The  iflands  firfl  difcovered  by  the  ChaihaiBj   and  named  Knight's 
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ifland  by  Mr.  Broiigluon,  were  tin*  Siuircs,  wliicli  we  had  pafTed  in  tlie 
Difcovery  a  few  hours  before.  As  Mr.  Hroiighton  conlidcred  our  means 
lor  aleertaining  their  true  pofitioii  fuperior  to  what  he  poflefled,  tlieir 
pofitive  fituaiioii  as  plaeerl  bv  us  may  be  received  as  correct  ;  but  as 
the  Chatham  palFed  through  them,  the  rchitivc  fituation  to  each  other, 
according  to  Mr.  liroughton's  obfervations,  is  to  be  preferred. 

The  Dife()\ery  palFcd  about  20  leagues  to  the  north  of  Chatham 
ifland;  as  (Ud  Captain  Cook  in  march  1777,  who  alfo  pafTed,  about  the 
fame  diftance  to  the  fouth  of  it,  in  June  177,'] :  on  all  thefe  occafions,  it 
was  not  obferved,  nor  did  we,  in  the  Difcovery,  fee  the  idands  difco- 
vered  by  the  Chatham  on  the  23d  of  december,  lying  more  to  the  callward 
than  Tobouai,  and  in  latitude  23"  42',  longitude  2i2''4C/'. 
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A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Vi/it  Otoo — Arrival  ofPomurrey  andMatooara  Mahcw — Arrival  of  Taow, 
Pomwrey*s  father — Interview  betzceen  Taow  ajid  his  Jons — SubmiJJion  of 
Taozv  to  Otoo — Entertainrmnts  at  the  encampment — Vifit  of  Poatatou — 
Death  of  Mahoxa — Excurfon  to  Oparre. 


JjY  the  time  we  had  anchored,  the  fliip  was  furrounded  with  canoes 
laden  with  the  different  produ6lions  of  the  country.  The  natives,  with 
every  affurance  of  friendfliip,  and  with  exprefTions  of  the  greateftjoy  at 
our  arrival,  were  crowding  on  board.  One  or  two  amongft  them,  al- 
though not  principal  chiefs,  evidently  affumed  fome  little  authority,  and 
were  exceedingly  earneft  that  we  fliould  not  fuffer  the  multitude  to  come 
on  board,  as  that  would  be  the  bed  means  to  prevent  thefts,  and  infure  that 
amity  and  good  fellowlhip  which  they  appeared  very  felicitous  to  eflablilh 
and  fupport.  We  complied  with  their  advice,  and  found  no  difficulty 
in  carrying  it  into  execution.  We  had  only  to  defire  they  would  return 
to  their  canoes,  and  they  immediately  complied,  I  had  the  mortifica- 
tion of  finding  on  inquiry,  that  mod  of  the  friends  I  had  left  here  in 
the  year  1777,  both  male  and  female,  were  dead.  Otoo,  with  his  father, 
brothers,  and  fillers,  Potatow,  and  his  family,  were  the  only  chiefs  of 
my  old  acquaintance  that  were  now  living.  Otoo  was  not  here  ;  nor 
did  it  appear  that  Otaheite  was  now  the  place  of  his  refidence,  having 
retired  to  his  newly  acquired  pofleflion  Eimeo,  or  as  the  natives  more 
commonly  call  that  ifland  More  a,  leaving  his  eldeft  fon  the  fupreme 
authority  over  this,  and  all  the  neighbouring  iflands.  The  young  king 
had  taken  the  name  of  Otoo,  and  my  old  friend  that  of  Pomurrey ; 
having  given  up  his  name  with  his  fovereign  jurifdi6tion,  though  he  Itill 
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feemed  to  retain  his  authority  as  regent.  Mr.  Broughton  had  received 
fome  prefents  from  Otoo,  who  being  now  arrived  from  Oparre,  liad 
fent  defiring  that  gentleman  would  vifit  him  on  (hore  at  Matavai.  I 
had  received  no  invitation  :  but,  as  fome  of  the  natives  gave  me  to  un- 
derftand  that  my  accompanying  Mr.  Broughton  would  be  efteemed  a 
civility,  I  did  not  hcfitate  to  comply,  efpecially  as  Mr.  Broughton  had 
prepared  a  prefent  in  fo  iiandfome  a  way,  that  I  confidered  it  a  fufficient 
compliment  to  the  young  king  from  us  both.  As  foon  as  the  (hip  was 
fecured,  Mr.  Whidbey  and  myfelf  attended  Mr.  Broughton,  with  inten- 
tion to  fix  on  an  eligible  fpot  for  our  tents,  and  for  tranfafting  our  ne- 
cefTary  bufinefs  on  fhore ;  and  afterwards  to  pay  our  refpe61s  to  his 
Otaheitean  majefly. 

The  furf  obliged  us  to  row  round  the  point  near  the  mouth  of  the 
river ;  where  we  landed,  and  were  received  by  the  natives  with  every 
demonftration  of  regard.  A  meflenger  was  inltantly  diTpatched  to  in- 
form the  king  of  our  arrival,  and  intended  vifit.  The  flation  of  our  tents 
on  my  former  vifits  to  this  country,  was  not  likely,  on  the  prefent  occa- 
fion,  to  anfwer  our  purpofe ;  the  beach  was  confiderably  wafhed  away, 
and  the  fand  being  removed  from  the  coral  rocks  rendered  the  landing 
very  unfafe.  The  furf  had  alfo  broken  into  the  river,  and  made  it  very 
fait.  Thefe  circumftances  induced  me  to  fix  on  a  fituation  about  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  furtlier  along  the  beach,  to  the  fouthward.  The  meflenger 
that  had  been  difpatched  to  inform  Otoo  of  our  landing  and  propofed 
vifit,  returned  with  a  pig,  and  a  plantain  leaf,  as  a  peace-offering  to  me ; 
accompanied  by  a  fpeech  of  congratulation  on  our  arrival,  and  offers  of 
whatever  refrefhments  the  country  afforded.  This  fhort  ceremony  being 
finiftied,  we  proceeded  along  the  beach  in  expe61ation  of  meeting  the 
young  fovereign,  until  we  arrived  near  to  the  place  where  the  river  had 
broken  its  banks.  There  we  were  dire6led  to  halt,  under  the  fhade  of  a 
palm  tree,  to  which  we  readily  confented,  the  weather  being  nearly 
calm,  and  exceffively  fultry.  After  waiting  a  fhort  time,  we  were  ac- 
quainted that  the  king,  having  fome  objeClion  to  crofs  the  river  for 
the  purpofe  of  meeting  (Irangers,  rcquefted  we  would  go  to  him.  A 
canoe  was  in  waiting  to  take  us  over;  and  having  walked  about  an  hun- 
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dred  yards  on  the  other  fide,  the  interview  took  place.  We  found  Otoo 
to  be  a  boy  of  about  nine  or  ten  years  of  age.  He  was  carried  on  the 
fhoulders  of  a  man,  and  was  clothed  in  a  piece  of  Englifh  red  cloth, 
with  ornaments  of  pigeon's  feathers  hanging  over  his  fhoulders.  When 
we  had  approached  within  about  eight  paces,  we  were  defircd  to  ftop  :  the 
prefent  we  had  brought  was  exhibited ;  and  although  its  magnitude,  and 
the  value  of  the  articles  it  contained,  excited  the  admiration  of  the  by- 
flanders  in  the  highefl  degree,  it  was  regarded  by  this  )'oung  monarch 
with  an  apparently  ftern  and  cool  indifference.  It  was  not  immediately 
to  be  prefented  ;  a  certain  prex'ious  ceremony  was  necelfary.  Not  con- 
fidering  myfelf  fufficiently  mafter  of  the  language,  I  applied  for  afiiftancc 
to  an  inferior  chief  named  Moerree,  (who  had  been  ufeful  to  Mr. 
Broughton)  to  be  my  prompter.  At  firfi;  he  ufed  fome  pains,  but  not 
finding  me  fo  apt  a  fcholar  as  hcexpctled,  he  foon  took  the  whole  office 
upon  himfelf.  He  anfwered  for  our  peaceable  and  friendly  intentions, 
and  requefleu  fupplies  of  provifions,  and  a  pledge  of  good  faith  towards 
us,  with  as  much  confidence  as  if  he  had  been  intimately  acquainted  with 
our  wifhes  and  defigns.  Our  fituation  on  this  occafion  was  fimilar  to 
that  of  his  Otaheitean  majefty,  who  condefcended  to  fay  but  a  few  words, 
a  perfon  by  his  fide  fparing  him  that  trouble  by  going  through  all  the 
formal  orations.  A  ratification  of  peace  and  mutual  friendlhip  being 
acknowledged  on  both  fides,  and  thefe  ceremonies  concluded,  which  took 
up  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  the  different  European  articles  compofing 
the  prefent,  were,  with  fome  little  form,  prefented  to  Otoo ;  and  on  his 
fhaking  hands  with  us,  which  he  did  very  heartily,  his  countenance  be- 
came immediately  altered,  and  he  received  us  with  the  grcateft  cheerful- 
nefs  and  cordiality.  He  informed  me,  that  his  father,  my  former  ac- 
quaintance and  friend,  was  at  Morea,  and  requefled  I  would  fend  thither 
a  boat  for  him:  for,  as  the  iflanders  were  much  accuftomed  to  railbfalle 
reports,  Pomurrey  would  not  believe  that  I  was  arrived  without  I'eeing 
fome  of  us,  by  whom  he  would  be  convinced.  He  alfo  added,  that  if  we 
fhould  fail  without  feeing  his  father,  he  would  not  only  be  very  nmch 
concerned,  but  very  angry.  1  his  language  being  in  the  mouths  of  e\  .^y 
one  around  us,  and  feeling  a  great  defire  to  fee  an  old  friend  who  had 
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ever  conduced  himfelf  with  propriety,  ard  appeared  firmly  attached  to  '79«- 
our  intereft,  I  promifcd  to  comply  with  tlie  young  king's  requefl.  The  ■  ,-  _■ 
fufFufions  of  joy,  and  a  readinefs  to  obUge,  were  evident  in  the  counte- 
nances of  all  whom  we  met.  Their  inftant  compliance  with  all  our  re- 
quefts,  and  their  eagernefs  to  be  foremoft  in  performing  any  little  friendly 
office,  could  not  be  obferved  without  the  moll  grateful  emotions.  Each 
of  us  was  prefented  with  a  quantity  of  cloth,  a  large  hog,  and  Ibme  ve- 
getables ;  after  which  we  returned  on  board  extremely  well  pleafed  with 
our  vifit  and  reception. 

My  original  intention  in  calling  here  was  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  re- 
cruiting our  water,  and  obtaining  a  temporary  fupply  of  frefh  provifions ; 
but  on  further  confidcration  I  was  convinced,  that  we  fhould  not  find  any 
place  this  winter,  where  tlie  neceffary  duties  we  had  to  perform  before 
we  could  proceed  to  the  coaft  of  America,  would  be  fo  well  done,  or 
executed  with  fo  much  eafe  and  convenience,  as  in  our  prefent  fituation. 
A  fmall  boat  for  the  Chatham  was  to  be  built,  and  a  great  repair  was  ne- 
ceffary to  her  large  cutter.  The  timber  cut  in  Dufky  bay  wanted  to  be 
fawn  into  planks  for  many  other  immediate  and  effential  purpofes.  Thefe 
matters  required  immediate  attention,  and  could  not  fo  properly  be  exe- 
cuted on  board  :  befide  which,  the  known  accuracy  with  which  the  fitua- 
tion of  this  illand  is  fettled,  made  me  anxious  to  land  our  chronometers, 
for  the  purpofe  of  afcertaining  their  error,  and  rate  of  going,  which  had 
lately  become  fomewhat  equivocal.  Thefe  reafons  induced  me  to  deter- 
mine on  giving  the  vefiels  every  equipment  here  they  required,  which 
would  ha\e  the  further  convenience  of  fliortening  our  vifit  this  feafon  at 
the  Sandwich  iflands.  Directions  were  therc>fore  given,  that  the  fails 
(liouid  be  unbent,  the  topmafl;s,  &c.  (truck,  and  that  a  thorough  exami- 
nation of  the  rigging  and  fails  fhould  take  place.  The  Difcovery's  car- 
penters were  ordered  to  affifl:  thofe  of  the  Chatham,  in  building  and  re- 
pairing her  boats,  fawing  out  the  plank,  and  all  other  neceffary  fcrvices 
that  circumfl^ances  rendered  pratticable,  were,  by  the  feveral  artificers, 
put  in  a  train  of  execution. 

Agreeably  to  the  promiic  made  to  Otoo,  Mr.  Mudge,  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Menzies,  was  on  faturday  difpatched  to   tl:e  ifland  of  Morea  for  Saturday  31, 
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Pomurrey.  Matuaro,  who  we  were  informed  was,  under  Otoo,  fovereign 
of  Huaheine,  and  wlio  was  now  here  on  an  Ercoci  party,*  undertook  to 
be  their  pilot.  As  foon  as  the  boat  put  off,  the  crowd  about  the  fliip 
becoming  acquainted  witli  her  errand  the  news  was  fpeedily  carried 
with  acclamations  to  the  fhorc,  and  there  received  with  great  demoii- 
(Irations  of  gladnefs. 

During  the  night,  the  fwell  in  the  bay  had  greatly  increafed,  and  con- 
ceiving we  were  nearer  the  Dolphin  bank  than  was  imagined  on  our  ar- 
rival, we  warped  nearer  in  fhore,  and  moored  in  13  fathoms  black  fand, 
and  muddy  bottom :  One-Tree  hill  bearing  by  compafs  s.26vv^. ;  and 
point  Venus  n.  14  e.  The  furf  breaking  with  great  violence,  had  hi- 
therto prevented  our  landing  the  encampment ;  but  as  I  had  been  ac- 
cuftomed  to  fee  this  place  perfeftly  fmooth,  I  entertained  no  doubt  that 
the  bay  would  in  a  day  or  two  refume  its  ufual  tranquillity. 

Sunday  morning  ufhcred  in  the  new  year.  The  furf  had  in  fome  mea- 
fure  fubfidedj  though  it  flill  broke  with  great  violence  on  the  fhore ;  which 
induced  me  to  make  ncw-year's  day  a  holiday.  Every  one  had  as  much 
frefh  pork,  and  plum-pudding  as  he  could  make  ufe  of;  and  left  in  the 
voluptuous  gratifications  of  Otaheite,  we  might  forget  our  friends  in  old 
England,  all  hands  were  fcrved  a  double  allowance  of  grog  to  drink 
the  healths  of  their  fweethearts  and  friends  at  home.  It  is  fomewhat 
fingular  that  the  gunner  of  the  Difcovery  was  the  only  married  man  of 
the  whole  party. 

The  weather  becoming  pleafant  on  monday  morning,  the  tents,  ob- 
fervatory,  &c.  were  fent  on  fhore.  Thefe  were  conftantly  protefted  by 
a  guard  of  marines,  and  our  field  pieces  ;  which  were  very  properly 
conftruftcd  for  our  occafions,  and  anfwered  every  expefted  purpofe. 
Mr.  Puget  was  charged  with  the  encampment,  and  Mr.  Whidbey  was 
particularly  to  attend  the  obfervatory.  My  attention  and  refidence  was 
divided  between  the  fhip,  and  the  fhore.  On  pitching  our  tents,  a  great 
concourfe  of  the  natives  in  the  moll  friendly  and  orderly  manner  attend- 
ed. Their  numbers,  in  fome  meafurc,  proved  inconvenient,  by  inter- 
rupting our  labours ;  but,  on  a  line  being  drawn  on  the  ground,  deno- 
ting the  fpace  we  intended  to  occupy,  not  one  attempted  to  trefpafs ;  and 
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thofe  who  were  permitted  to  help  in  the  debarkation  of  our  {lores,  con- 
duced themfelves  with  the  utmofl  decorum,  and  feemed  amply  repaid 
with  a  few  beads  for  their  alfiftance. 

Towards  noon  Mr,  Mudge  returned  with  my  old  friend  Pomurrey,  who 
was  faluted,  previoufly  to  his  coming  on  board,  with  four  guns  from 
each  vcflel,  which  gratified  him  extremely.  With  him  came  Matooara 
Mahozo,  commonly  called  Mahow ;  the  reigning  prince,  under  Otoo,  of 
Morea.  There  was  however  little  probability  of  his  long  enjoying  this 
honorable  ftation,  as  he  appeared  to  be  in  the  laft  ftage  of  a  deep  and 
rapid  decline ;  his  perfon  was  reduced  to  a  mere  flceleton,  which  he  was 
not  able  to  raife  without  great  alfiftance.  He  was  hcifted  on  board  in 
a  chair,  and  fupported  by  fix  people  down  to  the  cabin,  where,  unable 
to  fit  up,  or  to  ftand,  a  bed  was  prepared  for  him  on  the  lockers.  The 
reafons  that  could  induce  a  man  in  his  deplorable  condition  to  under- 
take fuch  a  vifit,  muft,  without  doubt,  be  not  lefs  curious  than  extra- 
ordinary ! 

Pomurrey  had  perfeft  recoUeflion  of  me ;  and  every  expreflion,  and 
aftion,  indicated  the  fincerity  of  the  happinefs  he  profelTed  on  our  arri- 
val. He  frequently  obferved,  I  had  grown  very  much,  and  looked  very 
old  fince  laft  we  had  parted.  In  the  afternoon,  his  two  wives  and  young- 
eft  fifter  arrived ;  the  former  were  the  fillers,  and  the  latter  the  wife  of 
Makow.  His  two  brothers  alfo  accompanied  the  ladies,  with  many  chiefs 
and  attendants,  each  prefcnting  me  on  their  coming  on  board  with 
cloth,  hogs,  fowls  and  vegetables,  in  fuch  abundance,  that  we  had  now 
more  than  we  could  well  difpenfe  with.  This  profufion,  however,  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  beftowed,  was  very  grateful  to  our  feelings, 
as  it  plainly  evinced  the  kind-hearted  difpofition  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
that  we  could  not  experience  any  want  were  our  ftay  to  be  protrafted 
far  beyond  the  period  of  my  prefent  intention.  It  now  became  ncccf- 
iary  that  a  handfome  return  ftiould  be  made  to  the  whole  group,  agree- 
ably to  the  rank  and  fituation  of  each  individual.  In  fclc6ting  the  piclents 
I  was  fortunate  enough  at  once  to  fucceed,  far  beyond  their  inoft  Ihn- 
guine  expeftations. 

As  Pomurrey  and  Mahow,  with  their  wives,  were  to  fiecn  on  board. 
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their  donations  were  not  to  be  exhibited  to  public  view  until  the  crowd 
was  dilpt-rftd  ;  and  I  was  inftrufted,  in  the  event  of  inquiries  being  made 
concerning  the  prcRnts  I  propofcd  to  make  thel'e  illuflrious  peribnages, 
to  enumerate  but  few  of  the  articles.  Amongll  thofe  intended  for 
Pomurrey  were  two  axes,  Thefe  he  defired  no  one  fhould  know  of; 
and  to  ])revent  even  fufpicion,  hid  them  under  my  bureau,  where  they 
lemained  fome  days,  until  he  fent  his  elder  wife  Pomurrey  Whaheine  for 
them.     This  degree  of  fecrecy  feemed  inexplicable. 

Amongll  the  feveral  chiefs  who  vifited  us,  was  Poem,  chief  of  Matavai, 
who  brought  with  him  a  portrait  of  Captain  Cook,  drawn  by  Mr.  Web- 
ber, in  the  year  1777.  This  pi6lure  is  always  depofited  in  the  houfe  of 
the  chief  of  Matavai,  and  is  become  the  public  regifter.  On  the  back 
of  it  was  written,  that  the  Pandora  had  quitted  this  idand  the  8th  of 
may  1791. 

It  is  natural  to  fuppofe  we  fhould  be  very  felicitous  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  circumftances  that  had  attended  the  veffel  and  the  un- 
fortunate perfons  belonging  to  the  Bounty.  Captain  Edwards,  who  in 
the  Pandora  was  difpatched  from  England  in  queft  of  them  fome  months 
prior  to  our  failing,  had,  we  underftood,  arrived  here,  and  taken  on 
board  thofe  of  the  crew  who  were  left  at  Otaheite,  amounting  to  the 
number  of  thirteen,  at  the  time  Mr.  Chriftian  with  the  reft  of  his 
party  failed  from  the  ifland,  which  was  fome  time  before  the  arrival  of 
the  Pandora ;  fmce  which  period  I  was  not  able  to  procure  any  intelli- 
gence of  Mr.  Chriftian  or  his  companions. 

Whatever  particulars  could  be  collefted  from  the  natives,  refpefting 
this  no  lefs  criminal,  than  melancholy  event,  I  tliought  it  an  incum- 
bent duty  to  procure  and  tranfmit  to  England,  left  any  accident  fhould 
befal  the  Pandora.  But  as  a  legal  inveftigation  has  fince  taken  place, 
I  truft  I  fhall  neither  incur  the  difpleafure  of  the  humane,  nor  the  re- 
proach of  the  curious,  by  declining  any  further  digrefTion  on  this  fad 
fubjctl :  the  former  will  readily  find  an  apology  for  me  in  their  own 
bofoms  ;  and  the  latter  may  refort  to  the  publications  of  the  day,  for  any 
other  particulars  with  which  they  may  be  defirous  of  becoming  acquainted. 

A  large  party  ol  ■   yalty,  and  chiefs,  honored  us  with  their  company  at 
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dinner,  which  failed  being  a  plcafant  circumftance  in  confequence  of  the 
weather  being  extremely  hot,  and  the  cabin  exceflively  crowded.  On 
this  occafion,  the  wives  of  Pomurrey  and  the  wife  of  Mahow  were  per-  ^^onday  t. 
mitted  to  fit  with  us  at  table,  and  partake  of  the  repaft.  This  indul- 
gence, however,  is  by  no  means  common,  and,  I  believe,  granted  to 
no  other  of  the  women  on  the  ifland.  Our  attention  was  particularly 
i6led  by  the  great  rVfire  which  the  generality  of  them,  both  male  and 
fe..-  ic,  exhibited,  in  tlu  endeavours  to  adopt  our  manners  and  culloms, 
and  the  avidity  with  which  they  fought  fpirituous  liquors, 

Pomurrey,  in  the  courfe  of  dinner  and  afterwards,  drank  a  bottle  of 
brandy,  without  diluting  it.  This  threw  him  into  fuch  violent  convul- 
fions,  that  four  ftrong  men  were  required  to  hold  him  down,  and  to 
perform  the  office  of  "  Roome,  roome,"*  which  is  done  by  fqueezinor  the  }''<^c Cooks 

.  .  .  .  .  Voyages. 

flefh  of  the  limbs,  and  body  of  the.  intoxicated  perfon  with  their  hands. 
On  thefe  convulfions  fubfiding,  he  flept  for  about  an  hour,  and  then 
arofe  to  all  appearance  as  much  refrefhed  with  his  nap,  as  if  he  had  re- 
tired perfe6lly  fober.  I  expoftulated  with  a  defire  to  convince  him  that 
inebriety  was  highly  pernicious  to  health,  but  in  vain ;  his  only 
reply  was,  "  Nozue  none,"  a  term  ufcd  for  every  thing  that  delights  or 
pleafes,  fuch  as  mufic,  &c.  &c.  accufed  me  of  being  a  ftingy  fellow, 
and  that  I  was  not  "  Tio  iio,"  a  phrafe  lately  adopted  to  fignify  a  jolly 
companion.  This  determined  me  that  he  fhould  have  his  own  way,  and 
orders  were  given  that  he  (hould  have  as  much  brandy  or  rum,  as  he 
chofe  to  call  for ;  concluding,  that  in  a  few  days  he  would  be  convin- 
ced of  its  ill  enetls.  In  this  I  was  not  miftaken;  before  the  week  ex- 
pired he  ceafed  calling  for  fpirits  ;  and  a  few  glafles  of  wine,  at  and  af- 
ter dinner,  completely  fatisfied  him  ;  frequently  faying,  that  all  I  had 
told  him  of  the  "  Ava  Britarne"  was  perfeftiy  true.  Spirits  and  wine  are, 
however,  in  great  requeft  with  all  the  chiefs,  as  is  fugar ;  and  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  thefe  articles  might  be  rendered  amongfl  them  confi- 
derable  branches  of  traffic. 

We  were  bufily  employed  this  day  about  our  rigging,  fails,  and  other  T.ufday  3. 
matters  on  board;  and  in  landing  the  chronometers,  inllruments,  and 
other  neceflary  articles  and  implements  for  the  execution  of  our  bufinefs 
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on  fhoif ;  Irom  whence  the  boats  returned  with  forne  water ;  and  we 
began  faking  of  pork. 

The  weather  continued  to  be  very  fultry;  the  thermometer  gene- 
rally flanding  between  83  and  H(^,  my  royal  guells,  with  a  crowd  of 
attendants,  fliil  remained  on  board,  and  their  company  became  no  lefs 
pleafant  than  inconvenient.  I  was  given  to  underfland  they  intended  to 
make  the  fhip  their  place  of  refidence,  until  they  (hould  return  to  Morea. 
This  arrangement  was  very  incommodious,  and  to  which  it  was  equally 
impoITible  to  objefl :  I  was  therefore  under  the  necelfity  of  relbrting  to 
fome  little  addrefs,  which  fortunately  was  attended  with  the  defired  fuc- 
cefs.  I  took  an  opportunity  of  acquainting  Pomurrey  that  my  attcH- 
dance  at  the  obfervatory  would  now  be  conftantly  required,  which  would 
oblige  me  to  dine  on  fliore ;  but  that  I  had  ordered  a  dinner  on  board, 
and  plenty  of  brandy,  for  him  and  his  friends.  A  confultation  fliorily 
took  place,  and  as  I  was  about  to  leave  the  fhip,  he  faid,  if  I  would  call 
for  him  after  dinner,  the  whole  party  would  difembark,  defiring  at  the 
fame  time,  that  he  might  be  faluted  on  his  landing,  from  the  encamp- 
ment ;  which  in  the  evenir  vas  done  accordingly.  Our  royal  friends 
took  up  their  abode  in  a  wrei  Jied  houfe  brought  for  the  exprefs  purpofe 
to  point  Venus,  where  our  tents  on  former  vifits  had  been  pitched.  Po- 
murrey was  not  in  a  condition  to  favor  us  with  his  prcfcnce  that  evening; 
but,  in  the  morning,  we  had  the  honor  of  his  company  at  the  encamp- 
ment. He  regarded  with  inquifitive  attention,  and  great  admiration,  the 
feveral  works  in  which  our  people  were  engaged.  A  large  piece  of  tim- 
ber which  was  fawing  into  plank,  greatly  attra6i;cd  his  notice,  and  drew 
me  into  a  fcrapc  ;  he  faid  it  was  impolfible  we  could  be  in  immediate 
want  of  fo  great  a  quantity,  and  did  not  doubt  that  ere  long  we  fhould 
be  in  a  country  where  we  could  again  be  fupplied,  having  underftood 
that  this  ftick  had  been  cut  at  New  Zealand.  Thefe  confiderations  led 
him  to  requeft,  that  I  would  order  a  chcft  of  the  plank  to  be  made  for 
him,  fix  feet  long,  four  feet  broad,  and  three  feet  deep.  I  excufed  my- 
felf,  by  replying  that  I  could  not  with  any  convcniency  part  with  fo  much 
plank,  nor  could  the  carpenters  be  well  fpared  from  the  bufincfs  on  which 
they  were  employed ;  but  that,  before  we  failed,  I  would  endeavour  to 
have  a  fmall  chcll  made  for  him.      Pomurrey,  however,  was  of  opinion, 
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that  a  largf  died  would  take  little  more  time  to  finifh  than  a  fmall  one, 
.ind  offered  to  find  plank  for  the  top  and  bottom,  if  I  would  fupply  the 
fides  and  end,  and  allow  a  carpenter  to  make  it.  In  ftiort,  he  was  fo 
prcffing  and  earncfl;,  that  much  againft  my  inclination,  having  great  de- 
mands for  the  plank,  and  confl:ant  employ  for  the  artificers,  I  was  under 
the  neceffity  of  complying  with  his  wifhes. 

Mahow,  though  extremely  feeble,  paid  us  a  vifit  on  fhore;  being  un- 
able to  walk,  he  was  carried  about  in  a  kind  of  litter.  Many  other 
chiefs  were  now  conflantly  attendant  upon  us  with  a  numerous  party  of 
the  natives,  who  all  conduced  themfelves  with  the  ftrifted  propriety,  and 
feemed  highly  delighted  with  the  new  mode  of  fpending  their  time,  in  ob- 
fcrving  and  animadverting  on  our  different  employments. 

The  wind,  fince  our  arrival,  had  been  eoflerwardly,  blowing  a  mode- 
rate breeze  ;  it  had  now  veered  to  the  north  with  fqualls  and  (howers  of 
rain,  attended  by  a  very  heavy  rolling  fwell  in  the  bay.  The  Difcovery's 
yawl  wanting  repair  was  hauled  up  for  that  purpofe.  In  the  evening,  we 
had  much  rain,  with  frequent  guflis  of  wind  ;  which  fo  much  increafed 
the  furf,  that  all  communication  with  the  fhore  muft  have  ceafed,  had  not 
the  good  offices  of  our  kind  friends  on  the  ifland,  enabled  us  to  keep  up 
a  correfpondence.  They  fuccefsfully  contended  with  the  boifterous  ele- 
ments, by  fwimming  to  and  from  the  fhip  ;  and,  to  manifeft  their  attach- 
ment, fupplicd  us  by  this  means  with  bread-fruit,  cocoa-nuts,  and  other 
refrelhnients. 

On  thurfday  morning,  the  n.w.  wind,  which  is  the  moft  boifierous  Thmfdays. 
and  unpleafant  known  in  this  country,  brought  with  it  a  fea  which  broke 
with  fuch  great  violence  on  the  fliore,  as  to  infulate  the  fjjot  on  which 
our  royal  friends  had  taken  up  their  abode.  The  wind  could  not  be 
confidered  as  a  ffrong  gale  ;  yet  fo  violent  was  the  fea  that  accom- 
panied it,  that  it  broke  with  unintermitted  force  in  every  part  of  the 
bay,  excepting  where  the  veffels  rode;  and,  even  there,  we  did  not  in- 
tireiy  efcape  its  fury;  two  fcas  broke  on  board  the  Difcovery,  although 
in  eight  fathoms  water,  which  nearly  filled  the  waift.  Towards  eight 
o'clock,  the  clouds  in  the  n.w.  bearing  a  very  threatening  appearance, 
the  {hcet  anchor  was  dropped  underfoot.      'I'his  difagreeable  weather 
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coniinuP(i  all  day,  iiml  thi-  fu if  ranged  fo  lii^rli  011  \hc  fliorc  ns  to  make 
it  neceliary  to  reinovr  tliP  obfervatory  fun  her  l)ai'l<  Icvoral  |)ac'es ;  not- 
withftanding  which,  the  kind  offices  of"  the  tViendlv  natives,  regatdlefs  of" 
danger,  were  uninterruptedh'  continued. 

It  became  calm,  and  the  weather  appeared  more  fettled,  on  Friday 
morning.  The  fhcet  anchor  was  weighed  and  replaced  ;  and  all  hands 
were  bufily  employed  in  their  reljK  ttivc  departments.  After  brcakfaff, 
I  went  on  (liore,  and  underflood  that  Otoo  had,  in  the  courf'e  of  the  lafl 
two  days,  been  carried,  as  when  we  firfl  met  him,  about  the  encamp- 
ment. On  his  approach,  I  invited  him  into  the  Jiiarqiiec,  and  requefted 
he  would  vifit  the  fhips.  Both  thefe  invitations  he  declined  ;  and  I  w?" 
immediately  given  to  underfland,  that  fliould  he  enter  the  tents  or  (hips, 
neither  his  father,  mother,  or  any  inhabitant  of  thefe  ifhinds,  could  again 
be  admitted  ;  that  every  thing  is  and  muft  be  deflroycd  out  of  which  he 
fliould  eat  or  drink,  although  veffels  or  utenfds  belonging  to  us.  As  the 
young  monarch  was  about  the  encampment  moft  part  of  the  day  ;  whilfl. 
at  dinner,  I  demanded  of  his  father  if  I  might  fend  hiin  a  glafs  of  wine; 
he  replied,  if  I  chofe  to  have  the  glafs  broken,  I  was  at  liberty  fo  to  do; 
and  enquired  if  I  had  an  abundance  of  fuch  articles  to  fpare.  Some 
wine  was  therefore  fent  in  the  (hell  of  a  cocoa-nut,  which  being  emptied 
by  the  young  king,  was  inflantiv  broken  and  thrown  in  the  fca.  Pomur- 
rey  had,  early  and  frequently,  afked  if  we  had  not  fire-works  on  board, 
and  being  informed  that  we  had,  faturday  evening  was  fixed  for  an  ex- 
hibition, after  which  the  royal  party,  with  their  dying  chief  Mahow, 
were  to  return  to  Morea,  and  having  landed  him,  Pomurrey  and  his 
wives  were  to  return,  and  remain  here  until  we  fhould  depart.  The  in- 
tended difplay  of  fire-works  was  made  known  to  all  around  us,  and  mef- 
fengers  with  the  intelligence  were  difpatched  to  various  parts  of  the 
ifland. 

Pomurrey's  father,  who  was  formerly  known  by  the  name  of  Happi, 
now  called  Taov),  had  arrived  from  Morea,  and  was  on  board  the  Difco- 
very  where  he  defired  to  fee  me ;  on  which,  Pomurrey  with  Urripiah 
and  Whytooa,  his  two  next  brothers,  accompanied  me  to  pay  our  refpeds 
to  their  old  fire,  who  had  juft  arrived  in  a  large  canoe,  laden  with  the 
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prndiiflions  of  ihr  country  as  a  prefent.  This  interview  was  exrefTively 
alR'^ling.  It  was  with  great  (iitisfaBion  that  I  heheld  tlie  afFitrifjnaic 
regard  with  which  the  iliree  fons  embraced  their  aged  and  venerable  fa- 
thir  ;  who,  )ii  acknowledging  a  grateful  Icnie  of  their  dutihd  eongratu- 
lat'ons,  exhibited  feelings  whididrcw  tears  from  the  whole  ])arty.  \Vheii 
thole  filial  eifufions,  which  would  have  done  credit  to  the  fenfd)iliiy  of 
the  moll  polilhed  nations,  had  fubfided  ;  I  prefented  Taow  with  a  fuit- 
able  return;  and,  on  includin'r  fome  articles  for  his  wife,  who  was  ftill 
living  at  Morea,  he  was  highly  delighted,  and  the  value  of  the  prefent  in 
his  eftimation  feemed  thereby  infinitely  increafed. 

Some  of  the  royal  females  had  now  joined  our  party  ;  and  as  Pomurrey 
had  not  yet  paid  Mr.  Broughton  a  vifit,  we  all  went  on  board  the  Chat- 
ham. Prcfents  were  necelfary  on  this  occafion;  and  although  I  confidered 
that  Mr.  Broughton  had  been  very  liberal,  our  royal  guefts  feemed  of  a 
different  opinion  ;  but  on  explaining  that  there  was  not  the  fame  abun- 
dance of  valuable  things  on  board  tlie  fmall  veffel,  that  there  was  in  the 
large  fhip,  and  having  fomc  retrofpefl  to  the  number  and  value  of  thofe 
obtained  from  the  Difcover)-,  we  left  the  Chatham,  and  went  on  fhore 
tolerably  well  fatisfied. 

Soon  after  our  arrival  at  the  encampment  I  witnefTed  a  fcenc,  very  dif- 
ferent from  that  which  had  been  exhibited  on  board  on  the  meeting  of 
three  fons  with  their  \  cnerable  parent.  It  was  fhortly  announced  that 
Oloo  was  approaching.  On  this  occafion,  it  became  neceffary  that  the 
grandfather  fhould  pay  homage  to  his  grandfon.  A  pig  and  a  plantain 
leaf  were  inflantly  procured,  the  good  old  man  llripped  to  the  waift, 
and  when  Otoo  appeared  in  the  front  of  the  marquee,  the  aged  parent, 
whofe  limbs  were  tottering  with  the  decline  of  life,  met  his  grandfon,  and 
on  his  knees  acknowledged  his  own  inferiority,  by  prefenting  this  token 
of  fubmiffion  ;  which,  fo  far  as  could  be  difcovered,  feemed  offered  with 
a  mixture  of  profound  refpe6l,  and  parental  regard.  The  ceremony 
feemed  to  have  little  effetl  on  the  young  monarch,  who  appeared  to  no- 
tice the  humiliating  fituation  of  his  grandfire  with  the  mofl  perfeft  indif- 
ference and  unconcern.  This  mode  of  behaviour  is,  however,  rather  to 
be  attributed  to  the  force  of  education,  than  to  a  want  of  the  proper  fen- 
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timrnts of .TfTcftion ;  as  I  pcrfWHy  rccollctl iIkU,  when  I  was  lu  re  with  Cap* 
tain  Cook,  Pomurrey  trcatc-d  liis  brothers  with  the  inofl  cool  indifference, 
although,  on  the  prefent  oceafion,  there  are  few  exai  .pies  of  three  bro- 
thers living  in  greater  harmony,  or  regarding  each  other  with  more  fra- 
ternal affedion:  it  fhould  therefore  fcem,  that  this  fort  of  dillant  deport- 
ment is  a  neceffary  appendage  to  the  high  office  of  fovereign.  Another 
royal  fon  and  daughter  honored  us  with  their  company.  Tlicfe,  with 
a  daughter  remaining  at  Morea,  are  all  the  children  of  Poviurrey  now 
living.  His  family  originally  confifled  of  five,  but  one  of  his  daughters 
was  deeeafed.  All  thefe  children  were  by  his  elded  wife,  known  by  the 
name  of  Pomurrey  W/iaheine,  or  the  female  Pomurrey ;  this  lady  I  ftiall 
liereafter  diftinguifh  by  the  aj)pellation  of  Queen  Mother.  By  his  young- 
eft  wife  he  has  had  no  children  ;  fhe  is  called  fter  re  te.  Our  new  vi- 
fi tors  were,  each  like  their  brother  O^oo,  carried  on  men's  fhoulders ;  and 
for  the  fame  reafons  which  interdicted  him,  they  could  not  enter  our  ha- 
bitations. The  youth  feeincd  to  be  about  three  or  four  years  younger 
than  Otoo,  and  had  taken  the  name  of  Whyeadooa,  in  confeqiience  of  his 
being  the  acknowledged  fovereign  of  7yfl?fl/'oM,  under  his  brother  O/oo; 
the  daughter  appeared  to  be  about  two  or  three  )ears  of  age,  to  whom, 
or  to  the  young  lady  remaining  at  Morea,  I  did  not  underiland  that  any 
particular  titles  or  confequence  were  at  prefent  annexed ;  yet  this  child 
feemed  treated  with  much  rcfpeti  and  attention. 

We  had  a  very  large  party  of  royalty  and  of  the  different  chiefs  to 
dinner  at  the  marquee  ;  after  which  it  was  propofed,  that  the  "  Heava 
no  Britarne"  that  is,  the  Englifli  entertainments,  were  to  connnencc. 
Pomurrey  xif(\ue^cA  that  fome  guns  from  the  fliips  ihoidd  be  fired  as  a 
prelude;  that  the  marines  on  fliore  fliould  go  through  their  exereife,  and 
fire;  and  that  the  efforts  of  the  field  pieces  fhould  be  exhibited.  From 
the  latter  were  fired  both  round  and  cannifier  fhot,  which  the  furrounding 
multitude  beheld  with  furprize,  admiration,  and  terror,  manifellcd  by 
their  expreffions,  partir'ularly  on  obferving  the  diftanee  to  which  the 
fmall  three  pounders  threw  the  round  fhot ;  and  the  execution  that  evi- 
dently could  be  done  by  the  canniffer,  which  was  fired  at  a  rock  in  the 
fea,  lying  at  a  convenient  diftanee.     On  firing  with  fome  difpatch,  three 
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rounds  from  the  field  pieces,  the  fear  of  Pomurrry  completelv  overcame        «79»' 

.  ...  Jjnii.iiy. 

his  curiofity,  and  he  exclaimed  "  Ateerara-,"  figmfying  he  was  perf'edly  <^    >■ 
fatisfied. 

In  the  evening,  we  were  very  fortunate  in  our  (hfplay  of  fire  works. 
They  had  been  well  prepared  and  preferved;  and  were,  withc^ut  excep- 
tion, of  their  various  kinds,  e(|ual  to  any  1  ever  faw  difcharged  in  Europe. 
A  numerous  crowd  were  ailembled  on  the  occafion,  who  exprefled  as 
much  aflonifliment  and  admiration,  as  if  thefe  had  been  the  firll  exhi- 
bited in  the  ifland.  I  endeavoured  to  prevail  on  Pomurrey  to  alfifl  in 
the  performance.  He  or  e  took  the  port  iire  in  his  hand,  but  his  heart 
failed,  and  calling  his  youngefl  wife  .iter  re  te,  defired  I  would  inflrutt 
her.  She  was  by  no  means  fo  vlarmc  1  as  her  iiufband  ;  and,  with  a  little 
of  my  affiflance,  fhe  fired  It.vcral  re.  kets,  a  •  tharuc  wheel,  fome  flower 
pots,  and  balloons.  Having  difplayed  an  .  ;>rtment  of  thcfe,  together 
with  fome  water  rockets,  &c.  the  exhibiti  >xi  was  clored;  and  the  natives 
retired  in  the  moft  perfectly  gooc'  <  v<ler  to  their  i-  ',je6live  habitations, 
exceffively  well  pleafed  with  the!  eniertainment ;  although  it  was  evi- 
dent, that  the  major  part  had  been  as  much  affctied  by  tCiK  .,  as  admi- 
ration. Pomurrey,  with  his  two  wives  and  fifler,  came  to  breakfafl  the 
next  morning,  andexpreffcd  great  fatisfa6iion  and  many  thanks  for  the  Suiia..y  8. 
plcafure  which  the  lafl  evening  ^ad  afforded  them.  The  young  king, 
with  his  brother  and  fifler,  honored  the  encampment  alfo  with  their  pre- 
fence.  Underfhmding  that  our  royal  party  were  about  to  leave  us  for 
fome  days,  prefents  were  made  them  on  the  occafion ;  with  which, 
liighly  delighted  with  their  excurfion,  and  their  reception  by  us,  they 
departed. 

The  chronometers  j.  d  other  inflruments  had  now  been  landed  nearly 
a  week;  but,  owing  to  the  very  unlettled  (late  of  the  weather,  until  this 
day,  we  had  not  been  able  to  get  correfponding  altitudes.  The  like  caufe 
had  operated  alfo  in  retarding  the  general  tranfaftions  at  the  encamp- 
ment ;  where  whilfl  I  was  bulily  employed  at  the  obfervatory,  Poatatou 
arrived ;  having  fent  before  him  a  magnificent  prefent  of  hogs,  vegetables, 
cloth,  mats,  &c.  1  had  been  very  intimate  with  this  chief  on  my  lafl 
vifit  to  this  country;  we  perfeftly  rccolieded  each  otlier;  and  the  fm- 
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'79"-  ceritv  of  mv  friend,  and  his  wife  alfo,  did  not  fpare  mc  the  mortification 
C-,,~—>  of  being  informed  a  fccond  lime,  tliat  I  was  grown  exceedingly  old. 
He  much  regretted,  that  he  had  not  arrived  in  time  to  partake  of 
the  entertainments  of  the  preceding  day  and  evening ;  as  he  had  never 
been  fo  fortunaf  as  to  be  prefent  at  fuch  an  exhibition.  Tliis  in- 
duced me  to  promife,  that,  on  the  return  of  Ponmrrey  from  Morea,  a 
fimilar  difplay  fhoidd  take  place. 

Poatatou,  who  was  now  called  Hidiea,  with  his  wife  and  filler,  accom- 
panied me  on  board.  Amongft  the  valuables  with  which  I  prefented 
my  old  acquaintance  and  friend,  was  an  axe,  of  which  his  filler  became 
fo  enamoured,  claiming  to  herfclf  a  part  of  the  prefent  I  had  received, 
that  Hidiea  wiis  under  the  necelfity  of  ufing  fome  force  to  prevent  her 
wrenching  it  out  of  his  hand;  but,  on  my  making  a  fmall  addition  to 
the  articles  fhe  had  recei\  ed,  the  lady  became  reconciled. 

Our  bufinefs  in  the  (everal  departments  was  now  in  great  forwardnefs ; 
yet  we  were  likely  to  experience  an  inconvenience  in  procuring  fire 
wood,  as  we  had  few  trees  in  our  neighbourhood  but  fuch  as  bore  fruit. 
MoikIjv  g.  On  mentioning  this  circumllance  to  Urripiah,  he  undertook,  with  Why- 
tooa,  Poeno,  and  Mocrree  an  inferior  chief,  to  fupph'  more  than  the 
Ihips  would  contain,  provided  they  were  furniflied  with  two  axes  each,  as, 
on  fucli  an  occafion,  they  could  not  afford  to  wear  out  their  own ;  which, 
on  my  part,  was  readily  acceded  to. 

The  fea  had  broken  fo  much  into  the  river  as  to  render  it  brack- 
ifh  and  unfit  for  ufe  near  our  encampment;  this  obliged  us  to  liave  our 
caflvs  filled  near  a  mile  off,  oppofite  Urrtpiah's  habitation;  who  ordered 
them  to  be  emptied,  and  filled,  for  the  purpofe  of  fcafoning,  as  often  as 
wedefired;  and  giving  them  in  charge  to  his  trufl}'  domedics,  they  re- 
mained in  his  cuftody  feveral  davs  in  the  mod  pcrfeft  faletv.  This 
conduti  was  not  fingular  ;  for  it  is  but  jullice  to  acknowledge,  that  every 
one  of  the  inhabitants  behaved  with  an  uniform  ])roprict>i',  as  defcrving 
of  our  thanks  as  of  our  commendations.  In  every  tranfa^iion,  they 
were  emulous  to  afford  us  alfiftancc  to  the  utmoll  of  their  power;  and 
fc^emed  amply  and  fatisfaftorily  rewarded  for  their  exertions  in  our 
fcr\  ice,  by  the  humble  return  of  a  few  beads,  or  fmall  nails. 
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The  departure  of  Pomurreya  Uunily  was  daily  put  oft",  Ma/ioxo  being 
very  defirous  tliat  we  fliould  convey  him  home  in  one  of  our  boats ;  but 
as  thefe,  as  well  as  our  men,  were  too  much  employed  to  be  fpared  for 
this  purpofc,  we  were  daily  honored  at  our  meals  M'ith  mod  of  this  good 
company  ;  and  it  mull  be  acknowledged,  that  their  deportment  at  table 
was  now  fo  much  improved,  tliat  the  major  part  condu6led  themfelves 
with  great  confillency.  Excepting  the  daughter  of  Opoone,  who  reigned 
over  Bolabola,  and  its  two  neighbouring  ifles,  we  had  now  the  prcfence  of 
all  the  fovereigns  of  this  group  of  idands.  Opoone  had  formerly  con- 
quered and  annexed  the  iflands  of  Ulietea  and  Otaha  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Balabola  ;  but,  on  his  death,  the  fovereignty  of  thefe  iflands 
had,  in  right  of  natural,  or  original  fuccellion,  fallen  to  a  chief  whole 
name  was  Moxoree.  He  was  a  Ihrewd  fenfibk  fellow,  affefled  to  be  well 
j'^'quaimed  wijh  the  Englilh  language,  and  certainly  had  acquired  fome 
words  wliich  he  pronounced  fo  as  to  be  underftood.  He  was  a  brother 
of  Pomurreya  mother,  was  on  a  vifit  to  the  royal  family  here,  and  was 
by  them  treated  with  much  refpeft  and  attention. 

Hitherto,  I  had  received  a  lew  trifling  prefents  of  provilions  only 
from  Pomurrey,  who  had  lately  exprelTed  fome  regret  that  he  had  not 
made  me  a  return  for  the  many  ufeful  ir^tters  I  had  beftoM'ed  upon 
him,  and  had  fixed  this  day  to  make  an  acki.jwledgment. 

Towarfls  noon  Pomurrey  came  to  the  marquee,  attended  by  a  confi- 
derable  train.  He  was  preceded  by  three  men,  eaclibearing  a  ;6flr/Y,  or 
mourning  drels,  cflcemcd  the  moll  valuable  prefent  the  country  can 
afford.  Many  of  the  rell  were  laden  with  doth,  fowls,  and  vegetables; 
ihcfc  with  fome  very  large  hogs  whicii  brought  up  the  rear,  made 
jiJtogcther  a  \ery  fuperb  and  grateful  compenfation.  Pomurrey  and 
his  wives  dined  with  us ;  after  which  they  took .  lea\e  of  the  en- 
campment to  embark  for  Oparre,  there  to  join  Mahoxo,  who  had 
departed  early  in  the  morning  for  Morea ;  for  which  ifland  the  whole 
of  the  royal  party  were  to  fail  the  next  day ;  there  they  propo- 
fed  to  land  Mahow,  and,  in  the  courfe  of  four  or  five  (ia)'s,  return; 
having  given  them  to  underfland  we  fliould,  about  that  time,  be  on 
the  e\e  of  our  departure.     They  were    faluted  from   our  Itation  on 
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fhore,  on  their  way  on  board  the  Dlfcovcry,  where  a  canoe  was  wait- 
ing to  receive  them  ;  and  in  which  were  two  large  hogs,  that  Pomurrey 
had  defired  might  be  fent  me  from  Oparre.  Confidcring  myfclf,  on 
this  occafion,  his  debtor,  I  endeavoured  to  difcover  what  would  be 
moll  acceptable  in  return.  He  had  promifed  to  folicit  a  file  for  a  man 
in  his  canoe,  and  he  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  accept  any  other 
article.  After  a  fliort  (lay  on  board,  they  bid  us  farewel,  and  were 
Tainted  with  eight  guns  from  the  veflels.  Mofl  of  the  chiefs  left  us,  in 
order  to  procure  fuch  articles  as  they  confidered  might  be  acceptable  to 
us  previoufly  to  our  departure. 

Mr.  Broughton,  Mr.  Menzies,  and  feveral  officers  of  the  Difcovery 

Fjid?y  13.  and  Chatham,  made  an  excurfion  on  the  13th  to  die  weftward,  towards 
Oparre,  and  the  country  in  its  vicinity ;  which,  together  with  the  ab- 
fence  of  the  chiefs  and  their  attendants,  fo  much  reduced  our  fociety, 
that  the  encampment  had  the  appearance  of  being  almofl  deferted. 

Saturday  14.  At  day  break  the  next  morning  I  received  a  meflage  from  Pomurrey, 
acquainting  me  with  the  death  o^  Mahow;  in  confequence  of  which  their 
voyage  to  Morea  was  at  an  end.  Little  concern  could  poffibly  be  felt 
on  this  occafion.  Mahow's  relief  from  the  wretched  condition  in  which 
he  exifted,  was  direfted  by  humanity  to  be  eflccmed  a  mofl  happy 
event ;  particularly  when  the  very  fingular  treatment  is  confidered, 
which  this  poor  being  endured  whilft  in  our  neighbourhood.  Almoft 
every  evening,  and  fometimes  twice  in  the  night,  he  was  brought  in  the 
litter  from  the  royal  habitation  near  the  point,  and  placed  in  fome 
one  of  our  tents  for  a  ffiort  time,  and  then  carried  back  again.  In 
the  day-time  he  was  either  vifiting  the  encampment,  or,  in  the  heat  of 
the  fun,  or  in  the  midfl  of  rain  was  rowed  round  the  fhips,  and  infilled 
one  evening  on  llceping  on  board  the  Chatham.  He  was  very  fond  of 
tea,  and  extremely  defirous  that  whatever  nourifliment  he  took,  ftiould 
be  drefied  in  the  Engllfh  fafhion.  The  condu6l  oblcrved  towards  this 
dying  man,  feemed  calculated,  if  not  intended,  to  haften  his  difiblution. 
This  however,  was  not  to  be  reconciled  with  the  general  deportment  of 
the  whole  royal  party,  and  efpecially  with  that  of  Pomurrey,  who  ap- 
peared to  regard  him  with  great  tendernefs  and  affc6lion.  I  was  parti- 
cularly 
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cularly  inquifitive  why  he  was  fo  harrafled  about ;  and  they  all  agreed 
it  was  in  confequence  of  his  own  defire,  which,  fo  far  as  could  be 
learned,  feemed  diftated  by  fuperftitious  notions. 

I  defired  the  meffenger  to  inform  Pomurrey,  that  I  would  attend  the 
funeral  folemnities  of  the  deceafed  the  next  day.  On  funday  morning  Sundiy  15. 
he  again  returned  with  a  requeft  from  Pomurrey,  that  I  would  not 
vifit  Oparre  until  tuefday,  when  the  religious  interdiftion  under  which 
that  diftri6l  had  been  laid  would  be  at  an  end,  no  communication  at 
prefent  being  permitted  between  the  inhabitants  of  Oparre  and  thofe  of 
the  other  parts  of  the  ifland.  This  was  made  generally  known  by  the 
difplay  of  flags  in  the  feveral  path-ways  ;  not  a  canoe  was  fuffered  to 
move  along  the  (hores ;  nor  was  a  fire  allowed  to  be  made  ;  which  pro- 
duced a  degree  of  folemnity,  that  was  very  exprelTive  of  the  concern 
felt  for  the  death  of  this  chief,  and  of  his  confequence  and  refpeftabi- 
lity.  Numerous  fires  had  been  obferved  the  preceding  day  all  over  the 
diftrift  of  Oparre.  Thefe,  we  were  given  to  underfland,  were  ceremonies 
of  a  religious  nature  confequent  on  the  demife  of  Mahow ;  and  it  is  rea- 
fonable  to  fuppofe  that  the  mourners  took  advantage  of  this  ordinance 
to  cook  fufficient  provifions  for  the  time  of  the  interdiftion. 

Our  provifions  having  been  fupplied  in  the  greateft  abundance,  per- 
miflion  was  now  granted  for  the  purchafe  of  curiofities,  agreeably  to 
my  promife  contained  in  the  reftriftive  orders  of  the  25th  of  december 
laft.  And  as  nothing  worthy  of  attention  had  occurred  in  our  neigh- 
bourhood during  the  abfence  of  Mr.  Broughton  and  his  party,  I  fliall 
infert  fuch  obfervations  made  during  their  excurfion,  as  were  commu- 
nicated to  mc  on  their  return. 

Our  gentlemen  embarked  in  a  canoe  belonging  to  Mowree,  the  fove- 
reign  of  Ulietea,  who  together  with  Whytooa  and  his  wife,  accompanied 
them  towards  Oparre.  On  their  way  they  landed  for  the  purpofe  of 
feeing  the  morai  of  Tapootapootatea.  Mowree,  who  attended  them,  on 
approaching  the  facred  fpot,  defired  the  party  would  (lop  until  he 
fhould  addrefs  the  Eaetooa.  For  this  purpoib  he  feated  himfclf  on  the 
ground,  and  began  praying  before  a  watta,  ornamented  with  a  piece 
of    vvood  indifferently  carved,   on   which  was  placed,   for  the  prefent 
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occafion,  a  bundle  of  cloth  and  fome  red  feathers.  During  this  eja- 
culation, which  took  up  a  confiderable  time,  the  names  of  the  party 
were  twice  mentioned.  He  likewile  repeated  the  names  of  the  feveral 
commanders  who  had  vifited  the  ifland ;  together  with  thofe  of  "  Keene 
Corgt'  (that  is,  King  George)  and  '•'  Bntarne,"  which  were  frequently 
exprefled.  When  thefe  introdutlory  ceremonies  were  finifhed,  Mowree 
attended  them  to  every  part  of  the  morai,  and  explained  every  particu- 
lar. He  appeared  to  be  well  verfed  in  all  the  ceremonials  and  rites 
appertaining  to  their  religion,  which  made  the  party  greatly  lament 
their  want  of  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  language,  as  they  were 
unable  to  comprehend  his  meaning,  except  in  a  few  common  inllances. 
Having  left  the  morai,  and  proceeded  weftward  about  a  mile,  they  ar- 
rived at  a  houfe  furrounded  by  a  plantation  of  ava  belonging  to  Urri- 
piah,  who  was  then  at  dinner  with  a  numerous  company  of  our  Matavai 
friends ;  and  whilfl  our  gentlemen  were  taking  fome  refrefhmcnt,  a 
inefTenger  arrived  from  Whytooa,  whofe  guefts  they  were  to  be,  and 
who  had  gone  before  them  from  me  morai,  requeuing  their  attendance 
at  his  habitation,  which  they  found  fituated  on  the  verge  of  the  fea 
fliore.  In  the  front  of  it  was  an  ava  plantation,  interfperfed  with  fugar 
cane,  and  bananas ;  ne^ir  the  houfe  was  a  fmall  fhrubbery,  of  native  or- 
namental plants.  The  whole  furrounded  by  a  well  conftrufled  fence  of 
bamboo,  neatly  interfered  with  clean  paths,  that  led  in  different  direc- 
tions, produced  an  effeft  that  was  extremely  pleafing,  and  redounded 
much  to  the  credit  and  ingenuity  of  the  proprietor.  Whytooa  had  taken 
very  effeftual  means  to  provide  for  their  entertainment ;  for  a  large  hog 
had  been  committed  to  the  oven,  and  was  nearly  ready  for  the  table, 
with  an  abundance  of  other  refrelhments.  The  manfion  ^vas  large  and 
airy.  By  lines  ftretchcd  acrols,  they  had  quiet  pofleflion  of  one  half  of 
the  building;  and  this  partition  pre\ented  tlie  idle  curiofity  of  the  af- 
fembled  natives  from  interrupting  the  comfort  of  their  repafl.  In  the 
afternoon  they  were  vifited  by  Urripiah  and  fome  of  his  attendants. 
He  obferved,  that,  in  the  abfence  of  the  royal  brothers,  and  other  princi- 
pal chiefs,  it  was  not  improbable  that  fome  of  the  natives  might  take  ad- 
vantage of  this  circumflance,  and  difcontinue  their  prefent  orderly  be- 
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haviour  m  the  neighbourhood  of  die  veflels  and  the  encampment. 
He  therefore  requefted  Mr.  Broughton  would,  in  his  name,  write  to  me, 
recommending  the  five  following  chiefs  to  be  admitted  into  our  fociety 
on  board  '.d  op  fhore;  whofc  prefence  would  be  the  means  of  effec- 
tually reftraining  the  populace.  Their  nap'es  were  Poeno,  Matiapo,  and 
Moerree,  of  Matavai ;  and  Tatoah,  and  Arreheah  of  Hapino ;  in  the 
protetlion  and  good  offices  of  whom  we  might  place  the  fulleft  confi- 
dence. Matiapo  being  prefent,  he  was  charged  by  Mr.  Broughton  with 
this  embalTy.  From  our  earlieft  acquaintance  with  this  royal  and  wor- 
thy chief,  his  mind  had  appeared  to  be  wholly  engroffed  in  devifing  the 
means  for  our  comfort,  and  for  preferving  a  friendly  and  good  under- 
ftanding  between  us  and  his  countrymen ;  and  even  here,  though  re- 
tired to  his  cottage,  he  was  found  equally  zealous  in  the  fame  laudable 
purfuit.  They  were  alfo  complimented  by  the  young  king  Otoo  with  a 
vifit.  His  approach  was  announced  hy  the  ufual  ceremony  of  all  the 
natives  prefent  uncovering  their  (boulders;  and  as  he  could  not  with 
propriety  enter  Whytooa's  fence,  they  paid  him  their  refpe6ls  on  the 
beach ;  whence,  after  receiving  fome  trinkets,  he  haftened  with  his  royal 
fifter,  each  carried  as  before,  to  meet  Pomurrey,  who  was  about  to  land 
at  the  morai.  Towards  the  evening,  a  fcene  was  prefented  that  gave  a 
verv  different  turn  to  the  feelings  of  the  party.  On  paying  their  re- 
fpe6ls  to  the  roval  family  who  had  landed  near  them,  the  I'orrow  and 
dejeftion  which  appeared  in  the  countenance  of  Pomurrey,  induced  an 
inquiry  into  the  caufe  of  his  melancholy;  he  replied  in  a  low  tone  of 
voice,  that  "  Matooara  Ma/iow  was  dead."  Urripiah  on  hearing  the 
news  burfl  into  a  flood  of  tears ;  and  a  forrowful  gloomy  fadnefs  foon 
overfpread  the  whole  affembly.  On  advancing  a  little  further,  ihey 
obfcrved  the  queen-mother  and  Fitr  re  te  in  tears  near  the  canoe  from 
which  they  had  landed,  fearching  a  bundle  containing  fome  fiiarks 
teeth,  with  which  the  women  of  this  country  torture  themfehrs,  to 
manifefl  their  grief  on  fuch  occafions.  After  each  had  made  choice  of 
an  inftrument  for  this  purpofe,  they  retired  in  filent  afflidion  to  a 
neighbouring  plantation. 

The  next  morning,  they  were  again  honored  by  a  vifit  from  Otoo  and 
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feveral  of  the  chiefs,  in  their  way  to  the  morai.  Soon  after,  a  canoe  co- 
vered with  an  awning  was  fecn  coming  from  the  weflward,  paddHng  in  a 
flow  and  folemn  manner  towards  the  morai  in  which  was  the  corpfe  of 
the  decealed  chief  On  their  exprefifmg  great  anxiety  to  fee  Pomurrey 
for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  perraiffion  to  attend  the  burial  ceremony, 
they  were  informed  that  he  was  gone  to  the  morai,  but  would  have  no  ob- 
je6lion  to  their  being  prefent.  They  proceeded ;  and,  near  the  rivulet 
that  flows  by  Urripiah's  houfe,  they  faw  the  queen-mother,  Fier  re  ie,  and 
the  widow  of  the  deceafed  Mahow,  fitting  all  in  tears ;  and  in  the  paroxyfms 
of  their  affli6lion,  wounding  their  heads  with  the  fliark's  teeth  they  had 
prepared  the  preceding  evening.  The  widow  had  a  fmall  fpot  fliaved 
on  the  crown  of  her  head,  which  was  bloody,  and  bore  other  evident 
marks  of  having  frequently  undergone  the  cruel  effeft  of  her  defpair. 
Being  apprehenfive  that  the  prefence  of  ftrangers  might  be  unwelcome, 
they  took  leave,  and  repaired  to  the  morai,  where  the  priefts  had  already 
begun  their  funeral  folemnities.  Pomurrey,  Urripiah,  and  others  filent- 
ly  aflenting,  they  moved  quietly  through  the  aflembly,  and  were  feated 
with  as  little  interruption  to  the  duties,  as  on  entering  a  church  in  Eng- 
land after  the  fervice  is  commenced.  Five  priefl;s  were  feated  before 
Pomurrey,  chanting  a  prayer,  with  their  faces  towards  Otoo,  who  fat  on 
a  man's  lap.  About  ten  yards  from  him  was  held  a  bundle  of  cloth, 
which  contained  emblematically  the  F.atooa;  a  general  name  for  their 
deities.  The  body  of  Mahow,  wrapped  in  Englilh  red  cloth,  was  depo- 
fited  under  an  awning  in  a  canoe,  whofe  bow  was  drawn  up  a  little  way 
on  the  beach  near  the  morai,  and  was  attended  by  one  man  only  at  her 
fl^ern  up  to  his  middle  in  water,  to  prevent  her  driving  from  the  fpot.  The 
pricfls  continued  chanting  their  prayers,  frequently  exalting  their  voices, 
until  they  ended  in  a  very  fhrill  tone.  He  who,  on  this  occafion,  per- 
formed the  office  of  chief  prieft,  .vas  difcovered  to  be  our  friend  Mow- 
ree,  whofe  prayer  was  equally  fervent,  and  continued  nearly  half  an  hour 
longer  than  the  reft  ;  during  which  he  was  occafionally  joined  by  ano- 
ther prieft  in  a  very  ftirill  tone  of  voice.  This  prayer  of  Mozvree's 
feemed,  at  intervals,  like  an  expoftulation  with  the  Divinity,  by  ad- 
verting to  the  different  produflions  of  the  ifland  remaining,    and  ftill 
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flourifhing  in  tlie  greiitcfl  plenty,  and  yet  Matooara  Ma/iozo  was  fuflered 
to  die. 

The  addrefs  being  ended  they  all  rofe  up,  and  proceeded  weflward  along 
the  (liore,  followed  by  the  canoe  in  which  was  the  corpfe,  to  the  mouth  of 
the  rivulet,  where  the  three  royal  ladies  dill  continued  to  indulge  their  ex- 
cellive  grief;   and  who,  on  perceiving  the  canoe,  burfl  forth  into  a  loud 
yell  of  lamentation,  which  was  accompanied  by  an  accelerated  application 
of  the  ftiark's  teeih,  until  the  blood  very  freely  following,  mingled  with 
their  tears.    The  canoe  entered  the  brook,  and  proceeded  towards  another 
morai  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  where  the  ceremonies  to  be  perform- 
ed on  the  body  of  the  deceafed  required  fuch  fecrecy,  ihat,  on  no  account, 
could  our  gentlemen  be  permitted  to  attend,  although  it  was  mod  ear- 
neftly  requefted.     As  fome  alleviation  to  this  difappointment,  Fomurrey 
promifed  they  fiiould  fee  the  manner  in  which  the  remains  would  be  de- 
pofited  the  next  day,  and  earneflly  intreated  they  would  defifl  from  fol- 
lowing the  proceffion  any  further  on  the  prefent  occafion.     As  it  was 
generally  fufpeded  that  the  body  was  now  to  undergo  the  procefs  of 
embalming,  the  party  much  lamented  Fomurrey's  interdiftion,  as  it  de- 
prived them  of  the  only  opportunity  that  poITibly  might  ever  occur  of 
becoming  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  this  operation ;  whence  might 
be  derived  not  only  curious,  but  ufeful  anatomical  information.      This 
prompted  Mr.  Menzies  to  renew  his  folicitations  to  Pomurrey  to  be  ad- 
mitted alone ;  but  as  thefe  were  attended  wit'i  no  better  fuccefs,  they 
determined  to  abandon  thefe  melancholy  folcmnities,  and  extend  their  ex- 
curfion  a  few  miles  weftward  to  Fomurrey\  refidence  ;  which  they  found 
pleafantly  fituated  near  the  fiiore,  confifting  of  two  large  houfei:  !:iLeiy 
erefted.     Here  they  were  entertained  with  a  heava  performed  by  a  num- 
ber of  very  young  girls,  in  the  wanton  manner  of  the  country.     At  a 
particular  part  of  the  dance,  a  fellow  flept  in  amongfl;  the  performers, 
and  in  a  very  obfcene  though  ludicrous  manner  entertained  the  native 
audience ;  but,  on  our  gentlemen  expreflTmg  their  abhorrence  of  fuch 
indecorous  behaviour,  the  girls,  in  finifhing  their  parts,  did  not  expofe 
their  perfons  below  the  waift.     After  dillributing  fome  prefents  to  the 
young  aftrefles,  they  retired;   and  directing  their  route  back,  through 
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the  plantations,  foon  arrived  at  the  houle  of  a  chief,  where  Whytooa 
having  provided  an  excellent  rcpall  they  were  {'umptuoufly  regaled. 

In  the  evening,  as  they  returned  to  our  friend's  houfe,  they  obferved 
many  fires  were  burning  at  Oparre,  as  if  a  grand  entertainment  was  pre- 
paring ;  they  however  fared  as  ufual ;  and  after  fupper,  on  requefting 
their  worthy  hod  would  join  in  a  glafs  of  grog,  to  the  health  of  friends 
in  Bntarne,  he,  though  extremely  fond  of  the  liquor,  very  politely  de- 
clined the  invitation;  fa}'ing,  there  was  but  little  for  themfelves,  and  he 
would  therefore  drink  "  Britarne"  in  a  bowl  ol"  Otaheitean  ava,  which 
was  immediately  prepared. 

Before  break  of  day,  Mowree  acquainted  them,  that,  as  religious  re- 
llri£lions  were  laid  on  all  the  canoes  in  that  part  of  the  ifland,  his  could 
not  be  launched ;  he  was  informed  this  would  not  be  any  inconvenience, 
as  it  was  the  intention  of  the  party  to  return  by  land  ;  and  requelled,  that 
Whytooa  would  prepare  them  an  early  bicakfall.  This,  Whytooa  hoped, 
they  would  excufe,  as  fires  were  interdicted,  and  cooking  could  not  be 
fufFered  at  his  houfe;  but  that  he  would  endeavour  to  provide  them  with 
fome  refrefhment  on  their  journey,  when  out  of  the  diflrift  of  Oparre. 
Accompanied  by  their  worthy  holl  and  hoftefs,  they  now  fet  forth  on 
their  return,  highly  imprefied  with  the  attentive  kindnefs  and  hofpitality 
they  had  received. 

On  reaching  the  rivulet,  they  requefted  to  be  fhewn  the  morai  to 
which  the  remains  of  Mahow  had  been  carried  the  preceding  day.  The 
road  was  pointed  out,  but  having  advanced  a  little  way  a  mefiage  was 
delivered,  requefting  they  would  return.  On  explaining  the  promife 
made  by  Pomurrey,  much  hefitation  enfued  ;  after  which  Whytooa  dire6l- 
ed  one  of  the  natives  only  to  accompany  them,  giving  him  at  the 
fame  lime  very  particular  injunftions.  Mr.  Broughton  and  Mr. 
Menzies  followed  this  man,  who  appeared  exceedingly  cautious  and  ap- 
prehenfive  of  every  ftep  he  took.  They  had  not  proceeded  far  when  a 
general  folitary  gloom  prevailed  ;  all  the  houfes  were  deferted,  and  not 
a  living  creature,  excepting  two  or  three  dogs,  were  to  be  feen  until 
they  arrived  near  the  morai ;  where,  in  a  fmall  houfe,  three  men  were 
obferved,  who,  moft  probably,  were  the  centinels  of  the  facred  place. 
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Tliefc  quoOioned  the  guide  in  a  very  particular  manner,  and  then  acquaint- 
ed him,  that  the  body  of  Mahozo  had  been  removed  to  the  morai,  where 
it  had  flopped  the  day  before  ;  and  that  Pomurrey  was  there  alfo.  They 
now  took  a  curfory  view  of  the  holy  i'pot,  which  afforded  little  worthy 
of  notice.  It  was  terminated  by  high  perpendicular  rocks,  whence 
iffued  feveral  llreanis  of  water,  whofe  continued  murmurs,  airilled  by  the 
wild  and  gloomy  fituation  of  the  morai,  gave  an  awful  folemnity  to  the 
place,  and  fitted  it  to  the  mournful,  facred  purpofe,  for  which  it  is  de- 
figned.  On  the  return  of  thefe  two  gentlemen  to  join  the  reft  of  the 
party,  they  paffed  the  refidence  of  the  young  king  Otoo.  It  confifted 
of  a  middling-fized  houfe,  inclofed  by  a  railing  of  wood,  fituated  on  the 
confines  of  the  diftrifts  of  Matavai  and  Oparre  ;  beyond  which  the  reli- 
gious intcrdiflions  did  not  feem  to  extend  any  great  dillance,  as  they 
foon  afterwards  partook  of  an  excellent  breakfaft  that  fVhytooahad  taken 
care  to  provide.  They  then  returned  to  the  encampment,  extremely 
well  pleafed  with  their  excurfion,  on  which  they  had  been  conftantly  at- 
tended by  feveral  of  the  natives,  who  were  always  ftruggling  to  be  fore- 
moft  in  afts  of  friendly  attention ;  fuch  as  carrying  the  party  over  the 
rivulets  ;  taking  charge  of  their  fuperfluous  apparel,  and  other  bundles; 
which,  although  comprifed  of  many  articles  highly  valuable  to  them, 
yet,  in  juflice  to  their  honefty,  it  muft  be  recorded  that  the  moft  trivial 
article  was  not  miffed. 

I  fhall  take  leave  of  this  excurfion  by  adding  a  few  ideas  which,  though 
principally  founded  on  conjefture,  may  not  be  unimportant,  as  they  re- 
fpefl  tlicfc  peculiar  religious  ceremonies.  The  opinion  that  the  opera- 
tion of  embalming  commenced  at  the  morai  near  the  mountains  was 
moft  probably  correft.  One  of  the  principal  parts  of  this  ceremony, 
I  have  been  given  to  underftand,  is  always  performed  in  great  fecrcc)', 
.md  with  much  religious  fuperftiiion  ;  this  is  the  difembowclling  of  the 
body.  The  bowels  are,  by  thefe  people,  confidered  as  the  immediate 
organs  of  fenfation,  where  the  firft  imprcffions  are  received,  and  by 
which  all  the  operations  of  the  mind  are  carried  on  :  it  is  therefore 
natural  to  conclude,  that  they  may  efteem,  and  venerate  the  inteftines, 
as  bearing  the  greateft  affinity  to  the  immortal  part.     I  have  frequently 
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held  convcrratioiis  on  this  riihjecl,  with  a  view  to  convince  thcni,  tliat 
all  intcllcdual  operations  were  carried  on  in  the  head;  at  which  tliey 
would  generally  linile,  and  intimate,  that  they  liad  (lequently  leen  men 
recover  whole  Ikulls  had  been  frartiired,  and  whofe  heads  had  other- 
wa)',s  been  much  injured ;  but  that,  in  all  cafes  in  which  the  inteiUncs 
had  been  wounded,  the  perfons  on  a  certainty  died.  Other  argumc  its 
they  wt)uld  alfo  advance  in  favor  of  tlieir  belief;  fuch  as  the  elfetl  of 
fear,  and  other  j)a(Iions,  which  caufed  geat  a^ntation  and  uneafinefs, 
and  would  fometunes  jnoduce  (icknels  at  the  llomach,  which  they  attri- 
buted intirely  to  the  atiion  of  the  bowels.  If  therefore  tiiis  reafoning  be 
admitted,  it  would  appear  probable  that  the  intellines  of  Makoxo  were 
depofited  at  the  moral  under  the  mountains;  and  as  it  is  natural  to 
imagine  they  would  conlider  the  foul  mofl  attached  to  thofe  mortal  parts 
which  bore  to  it  the  greatell  affinity,  lb  wherever  thofe  parts  were  depo- 
fited, there  they  may  probably  fuppofe  the  foul  occafionally  reforts. 
And  hence  it  may  be  inferred,  that  it  is  in  the  places  made  facred  by 
the  depofit  of  thefe  relics,  that  the  ceremony  of  chief  mourner,  ha- 
bited in  the  parte,  is  performed;  whofe  bufinels  it  is  to  keep  off  the  in- 
quifitive,  and  to  maintain  as  far  as  polfible  a  profound  filencc  over  a 
certain  fpace  in  which  he  parades,  ha\ing  a  kind  of  mace,  armed  with 
fhark's  teeth,  borne  before  hiin  by  a  man  almofl;  naki-d,  whofe  duty  is 
to  afliiil  an)-  one  with  this  formidable  wcaj)on,  who  may  have  the  teme- 
rity to  venture  within  his  reach.  I'his  may  account  for,  Whytooa's  difm- 
clination  to  permit  our  gentlemen  to  v'fit  the  moral ;  the  apparently  de- 
ferted  lioufes  ;  and  the  apprehenfions  of  the  guide,  who  llarted  at  the 
leaft  Interruption  of  tiie  profound  and  Iblemn  filence  which  prevailed 
in  that  neighbourhood. 
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C  II  A  1»  T  E  R     VII. 

Two  natives  punifked  for  theft— Obfequia  of  Mahozo— Several  articles 
Jtolen—  Meafures  for  their  recovery— Towereroo  the  Sandwich  ijlandcr 
abfconds — Brought  back  by  Poinurrey — Sail  from  Matavai  bay — Charac- 
ter of  Pomurrey — His  wives— Changes  in  the  government  of  Otahcite — 
AJlronomical  and  nautical  obfcrvalions. 


N  tlie  morning  of  the  ijlh,  we  were  vifited  by  the  young  king,  liis        «70i 


O 

uncles,  and  fi'vcral  other  chiefs  from  Oparrc.     Two  men  had  been  de-   ■_'      -     • 
tefted  in  flcaMng  a  hat  from  on  board  the  Difcovery  ;    and,  as  feveral    ^ "'^'^'y  '  !• 
other  petty  thel'ts  h.ad  been  committed  at  the  encampmeni,  I  defircd  the 
dehnquents  to  be  (cnt  on  fhore,    that  they  might  be  punifhed  in  the 
prefence  of  their  cliiefs,  and  countrymen ;  which  was  done  by  fliaving 
their  heads,  and  beflowing  on  each  a  fhght  manual  corre6lion. 

A  mcffage  was  received  from  Pomurrey,  requefling  my  attendance  at 
Oparre,  to  "  tiehah,"  that  is,  to  mourn  for  the  death  of  Mahow.  It 
was  uiiderflood  to  be  much  wilhed,  that  we  fliould  be  provided  to  fire 
foine  xollies  ;  and  that  I  (hould  prcfent,  on  this  occafion,  a  piece  of 
red  cloth  as  an  offering  to  the  deceafed.  I  was  informed  alfo  that  mofl  of 
the  neighbouring  chiefs  were  to  pay  their  lad  tribute  of  refped  to  the 
remains  of  Mahow,  and  that  the  ceremony  would  confequently  be  attended 
with  many  formalities ;  but  on  our  arrival  at  Oparre  there  did  not  ap- 
pear the  leaft  foundation  for  anv  fuch  report.  Mr.  Broughton  and 
Mr.Whidbey  accompanied  ine.  On  our  landing,  we  were  conduced  to 
a  temporary  habitation  of  Pomurrey,  xvhere  we  found  him,  his  wives, 
and  fifters,  in  readinefs  to  receive  us.  Some  little  concern  was  certainly 
apparent  for  the  lofs  of  their  friend  and  relation  ;  though  \ery  unequal  to 
the  aHIifclion  I  cxpc6led  to  have  witncffed,  from  the  great  care,  and  ten- 
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fl(T  regard,  inaniCclU-d  to  Mahoio  by  tlio  whole  party  when  alive.  The 
grief  of  thefe  good  jnopk'  is  of  two  defcripiions,  natuial  and  artifieial  ; 
it  is  exeelhve  on  the  firll  iinpidfi',  but  fooii  nioderuies  and  wears  away. 

The  eorpfc  was  hiid  on  the  lapapaoo,  whicli  feeined  to  have  been 
creHcd  for  the  e.\|)rcfs  piirpofe  about  a  cpiarier  ol"  a  mile  to  the  eall- 
ward  of  the  grand  niurai  ;  (or  as  it  is  called,  "  tapooiapootatea")  and 
appeared  to  be  then  undergoing  the  latter  part  of  the  embalming  pro- 
cefs,  in  the  fame  manner  as  defcribed  by  Captain  Cook  in  the  inrtance 
of  Tee.  The  body  was  expofed  to  the  fun;  and,  on  our  approach,  the 
covering  was  taken  off,  which  exhibited  the  corpfe  in  a  very  advanced 
(late  of  putrefaftion.  The  (kin  (hone  very  bright  with  the  cocoa-nut 
oil,  with  which  it  had  been  anointed,  and  which,  we  underflood,  was 
highly  impregnated  with  "  aehigh"  or  fweet-fcented  wood.  One  of  the 
arms  and  a  leg  being  moved,  the  joints  appeared  perfeflly  flexible. 
The  extremely  offenfive  exhalations  that  were  emitted,  rendered  it  na- 
tural to  conclude,  that  the  whole  mafs  would  foon  be  completely  dc- 
compofed  ;  but,  if  credit  may  be  given  to  their  aflertions,  which  were 
indubitably  confirmed  by  the  remains  of  Tee,  and  to  which  I  could 
myfelf  bear  teftimony,  this  will  not  be  the  cafe.  Pomurrey  inf;)rmed 
us,  the  corpfe  was  to  remain  a  month  in  this  place ;  then  a  month  was 
to  be  employed  in  its  vifiting  fome  of  the  weflern  dillri6is ;  after  which 
it  was  to  be  removed  to  Tiaraboo  for  anodier  month ;  whctice  it  was  to 
be  carried  to  Morea,  and  there  finally  depofited  with  his  forefathers  in 
the  morai  of  the  family.  In  the  courfe  of  a  few  months  after  its  arrival 
there,  it  would  gradually  begin  to  moulder  away,  but  by  fuch  very  flow 
degrees,  that  feveral  months  would  elaple,  before  the  body  would  be 
entirely  confumed. 

This  method  of  embalming,  or  rather  preferving  human  bodies,  is 
certainly  an  objeft  of  great  curiofity  ;  particularly,  when  it  is  confider- 
ed  that  it  is  performed  under  the  influence  of  a  vertical  fun  ;  fome- 
times  in  the  rainy  feafon  ;  and  that  the  operators  are  totally  ignorant 
of  the  properties  of  fpiccs,  falts,  &c.  &c.  as  antifccptics.  Whether 
their  preparations  be  fimple  or  compounded,  or  what  may  be  the  pe- 
culiarities obfcrved  in  the  procefs,  remains,  1  believe,  intirely  unknown  to 
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Kiiropeans;  and  it  is  imicli  to  ho  rcjrrettcd,  that  tlu-ir  n'liyious  inter-       '7')i. 
di^tion.s  precluded  our  attending  the  whole  of  ihefe  iu)lleriou.s  obfequies,    *»m...,,^mmJ 
a.s  many  veHels  may  vifit  this  eountry  without  meeting  To  favorable  an 
opportunity,  with  perlons  on  board  quahfied  and  inchned  to  dired  (ucli 
inquirie.s  to  efled. 

The  boat's  crew  were  ranged  before  the  paling  that  cncompafTed  the 
tapapaoo  ;  the  piece  of  red  cloth  wa.s  given  to  the  widow,  who  fpread  it 
over  the  dead  body  :  fonie  \'ollie.s  were  then  fired,  and  I  was  (hreded 
to  pronounce  "  7'era  no  oca  Mahow,"  that  is,  For  \ou  Makoxo.  On 
fbme  rain  falling,  the  body  was  taken  under  cover,  and  carefully  wrap- 
ped up.  We  had  but  a  few  yards  to  retire  to  Pomurreyf>  habitation, 
where  himfelf  and  family  had  taken  up  a  temporary  abode  for  this  oc- 
cafion ;  but  the  exceedingly  olfenllvc  fmell  of  the  corpfe  obliged  us  to 
proceed  to  an  excellent  new  houfc  of  Whytooa!^,  a  little  to  the  weflward 
of  Pomurrey^  former  habitation,  which  had  been  deflroyed  during  the 
late  wars,  and  had  not  been  rebuilt ;  nor  did  it  appear  that  he  had  any 
other  houfc  at  prcfent  in  this  part  of  the  didrift.  Here  we  dined,  and 
returned  to  Matavai  with  two  large  hogs,  prefented  on  this  mournful 
occafion  by  the  widow  of  Mahow. 

Our  friends  with  their  axes  made  fo  little  progrefs,  that,  on  wednefday  \VcJntf.  18, 
morning,  I  requefled  Urripiah  would  point  out  fuch  trees  as  we  might 
cut  down  ourfclves.  This,  with  W^A)'/o(7a's  affiflance,  he  fhortly  did ;  and 
we  procured  of  the  apple,  and  bread-fruit,  fufficient  numbers  to  fupply 
our  wants.  Parties  for  this  fervice  were  fent  on  fhore,  and  the  axes  lent 
to  the  chiefs  for  this  exprefs  purpofe,  were  direfted  to  be  forthwith  re- 
turned ;  with  which  Urripiah,  Whytooa,  and  Poeno,  immediately  complied. 

The  mourning  for  Mahow  being  now  at  an  end,  the  royal  females 
paid  us  a  vifit,  and  returned  after  dinner  to  Oparrc.  Pomurrey,  his 
father,  wives,  brothers  and  fillers,  with  our  feveral  friends,  were  again 
about  us  the  next  morning,  perfectly  cheerful  and  in  high  fpirits.  As  Thurfdayiri, 
funday  was  now  determined  upon  for  our  departure,  the  preceding  eve- 
ning was  fixed  for  a  further  difplay  of  fire-works,  in  which  all  our 
friends  feemed  to  anticipate  much  pleafure.     Pomiirrey  returned  in  the 
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evening  to  Oparrc,  for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  us  fucli  fupplics  as  he 
thought  would  be  acceptable  j^revioudy  to  our  failing. 

A  great  number  of  prefents  were  received  on  board  on  friday  morn- 
ing, confining  of  hogs,  fowls,  goats*,  roots  and  vegetables,  from  our  (e- 
.eral  friends  ;  who  had  uniformly  conducted  tlie;nfelves  with  the  grcatcll 
propriety,  and  who  all  appeared  to  regret  that  the  period  of  our  de- 
parture was  now  fo  near  at  hand.  In  the  midfl  of  this  happy  inter- 
courfe  and  defirable  har  nony,  a  circunilhnice  unfortunately  occurred, 
which  occafioned  much  concern.  A  bag,  containing  a  large  quantity  of 
linen  belonging  to  Mr.  Broughton,  had  been  artfully  taken  out  of  the 
marquee.  Moerree,  who  had  offered  to  be  a  cutter  of  wood,  had 
neither  fent  any  ([own  hnee  the  firll  or  fecond  dav,  nor  had  he  returned 
the  axes  with  which  he  had  been  furniflied.  This  led  me  to  fui'pe6l 
lie  intended  fomeihing  unfair  :  of  which,  as  well  as  of  the  theft,  I  ac- 
quainted Urripiah,  ^\•ho  immediately  replied  he  would  go  in  quell  both 
of  the  axes  and  the  linen.  He  feemed,  by  no  means,  to  be  ignorant  of 
the  theft,  and  requeflcd  I  would  apply  to  Whytooa,  who,  ha\  ing  in  a  more 
particular  manner  attached  himfelf  to  Mr.  Broughton,  was  the  rnofl 
proper  perfon  to  exert  himfelf  on  this  occafion  ;  efpecially  as  he  had 
reafon  to  believe  the  linen  had  been  taken  to  a  part  of  the  country 
where  Whytooa'^  influence  was  ver)-  confiderable.  Several  fliirts  alfo  had 
been,  the  preceding  evening,  reported  milfing  from  the  people's  tents; 
but  as  circumihmces  induced  me  to  believe  the  inhabitants  were  little 
concerned  in  their  removal,  no  means  were  purfued  for  their  reeo\'er\'. 
Mr.  Broughton's  linen  was,  however,  too  ferious  a  lofs,  and  was  a  rob- 
bery too  audacious  to  be  paffed  over  in  filenee  -.  ])articularly,  as  it  be- 
came evident  the  chiefs  knew  of  the  linen  having  been  (lolen,  before 
we  difeovered  the  th.eft  ;  which  was  (Irotigh-  fufpcMed  to  lun'e  been  pro- 
jetUd  by  themfelves. 

Urripiak  had  ))repart'(l  a  heava,  clofe  to  the  lines  of  the  encamp- 
ment, for  our  amurement;  but,  to  fliew  my  difap])rol)aiion,  I  deemed  it 
expedient  to  forbid  the  j)erformance,  and  to\d  Urripiak,  that,  whild  his 
people  conducted  theml'eh  es  fo  treacheroudv,  the  Ids  eomiexion  there 
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articles  puiloiiiccl  wcmc  iminecliatcly  ,vcturncJ,  I  fliouUl  be  under  the 
(liHtguvable  ncc({(ity,  thougli  greail)-  againd  my  inclination,  of"  enforc- 
ing the  roRoration  of  them  by  the  adoption  of  very  fcrious  mcafures. 
On  this  he  innnediately  dej)artcd;  and  about  noon  returned  with  one  of 
the  a\,'s,  and  (aid  that  he  had  difpalehed  people  in  fearch  of  llie  linen> 
which  he  hopi>l  would  loon  be  found;  but  that  Moerree  would  not  give 
up  the  other  axe,  alledgingas  an  excufe  for  wilh-holding  it,  that  he  had 
left  an  adz  with  me  to  be  aliered,  which  when  done  and  fent  to  him, 
he  would  fend  back  the  other  axe  ;  but  this  was  a  kind  of  bargaining  with 
which  I  did  not  think  proper  to  comply.  The  queen-mother,  who 
was  our  guell,  informed  me  that  Pomurrey  would  be  at  the  tents  the 
next  morning,  and  for  that  reafon  I  deferred  any  further  proceedings 
until  his  arrival. 

A  favorable  opportunity  occurred  in  the  evening  to  fend  on  board  the 
obfervatory,  chronometers,  inflrumenls,  together  with  a  large  quantity  of 
lumber  from  the  encampment ;  and  apprehending  that  the  natives  might 
attempt  to  connnit  other  depredations  on  our  moveable  property,  addi- 
tional centinels  were  polled ;  and,  as  a  fummary  and  immediate  punilh- 
ment  when  caught  in  the  faff,  feemed  moll  likely  to  prevent  in  future 
a  repetition  of  crime,  orders  were  iffued  to  fhoot  any  perfbn  who  miglit 
be  found  in  the  aft  of  dealing ;  but,  on  no  pretence,  to  Hre  without  the 
prefence  of  an  ofh  er,  who  had  the  flriflell  injimftions  to  be  extremely 
circumfpe6f. 

On  going  on  board  the  next  morning,  I  had  the  additional  mortifica-  s, 
tion  to  underlland  that  a  much  more  material  circumftance  than  the  lofs 
of  the  linen  had  occurred  to  interrupt  the  harmony  which  had  fo  long 
nd)fdled. 

Towereroo  the  Sandwich  inlander  had,  in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding 
night,  found  means  to  elope  from  the  (hip.  Of  this  his  intention,  we 
had  not  for  (cmie  time  been  free  of  fufpicion;  but  I  did  not  like  to  im- 
pofi.'  abiblutc  conlincment  upon  him  without  fomc  proof  lie  had 
formed  an  attachment  with  the  daughter  of  Pocno,  the  chief  of  Mata- 
vai,  on  whom,  b)' ixamination,  we  now  found  he  had  lavifhly  bellowed 
nearly  ail  he  had  polledcd.  This  was  of  no  linall  value,  for,  indepen- 
dent 
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cient  of  his  abundant  outfit  in  England,  many  prelcnts  had  been  made 
]  mi ;  to  which  his  want  of  principle  had  added,  by  making  too  free  with 
fome  valuable  articles  belonging  to  the  gunner,  with  whom  he  had 
meflTed  previoufly  to  his  departure.  Towercroo  was  a  boy  of  weak  intel- 
]e£l,  of  a  fullen  difpofition,  and  exceffively  obflinate  ;  and  though  his 
condition  was  fo  very  fubordinate  at  the  Sandwich  idands,  that  there  was 
little  probability  of  his  ferviccs  being  important  to  us  or  to  our  coun- 
trymen hereafter;  yet  his  example  was  a  matter  of  fuch  confequence,  as 
to  render  it  highly  expedient  that  his  return  fliould  be  infilled  upon;  left 
the  crew  might  fuppofe  I  had  not  fufficient  influence  with  the  chiefs  to 
procure  it,  and  fome  of  them  be  tcmjjted  to  abfcond  from  the  veffels. 
On  my  return  on  fliore  Ponmrrey  and  his  wives  were  at  the  encamp- 
ment, and  feemed  not  at  all  ignorant  of  what  had  happened,  therefore 
little  explanation  was  necefiary.  A  fervant  of  Aloerree  being  fent  for 
by  Pomurrey,  delivered  the  fame  meffage  Urnpiah  had  brought  re- 
fpefting  the  wood  axe,  and  with  which  Pomurrey  requefled  I  would 
comply.  I  fliewed  him  the  ad/,  but  infifted  on  the  relloration  of  the 
axe  before  it  (hould  be  returned,  A  fhort  conference  now  took  place, 
on  which  he  faid  he  would  liinifelf  go  for  the  wood  axe,  and  gave  di- 
reftions  that  proper  perfons  (hould  be  fent  in  queft  of  Towcreroo,  who» 
he  moft  folemnly  promifed  fhould  be  given  up;  and  added,  that  he 
would  immediately  take  meafures  for  the  recovery  of  the  linen,  but  re- 
quefting,  as  Urripiali  had  before  done,  that  I  would  rcfort  to  Whytooa  for 
this  cfpccial  purpofc,  as  it  lay  in  his  particular  department.  About 
noon  Pomurrey  returned  with  the  wood  axe,  and  the  adz  was  accordingly 
reftored  to  its  owner. 

In  the  prcfence  of  Taoxo  his  father,  his  two  brothers,  Poatatou,  and 
fe\cral  other  chiefs ;  Pomurrey  inquired  if,  agreeably  to  my  promife,  I 
intended  a  difplay  of  fire-works  that  e\  ening ;  to  which  I  replied  in  the 
negative,  and  explained,  that  when  that  promife  was  made  there  was  no 
reafon  to  fufpeft  the  treatment  we  had  fince  experienced,  from  thole  whofe 
duty  it  was  to  have  obferved  a  very  different  conduft  with  refpeH  to  the 
theft  of  the  linen,  and  the  elopement  of  Toxjoereroo ;  in  both  of  which 
impardonable  tranfaftions  many  of  the  principal  chiefs  were  materially 
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concerned.     Pomurrey  inftantly  replied,  that  Towereroo  (hould  the  next 
day  be  brought  back,  either  to  the  tents  or  to  the   Difcovery ;  and,  on 
interrogating  him  refpefting  the  hnen,  a  very  warm  argument  took  place 
between  the  three   brothers,  in  which  Pomurrey  in   particular  accufed 
Whytooa  of  ^^want  of  exertion  and  fVicnd(hip  on  the  occafion.     In  the 
courfe  of  this  debate,  the  name  of  Arreheah  was  frequently  mentioned  ; 
and,  fo  far  as  I   could  underftand,  Pomurrey  leemed  convinced  that  he 
was  very  principally  concerned.      This    man  was   an  inferior  chief  in 
Hapino,   one   of  the  diftrifts    belonging  to   Whytooa,    who,  as  well  as 
Urripiah,    had    recommended  him   to  our  notice ;    in    confequence    of 
which,  he  had  latel)-  been  a  conftant  attendant  on  the  encampment ;  a 
man,  who  had  alfo  been  recommended  by  fome  of  the  chiefs  to  ainfl  in 
cooking,  had  been  obferved  with  Arreheah  to  have  flept  near  the  mar- 
quee on  the  night  the  robbery  was  committed.     On    this  circumftance 
being  made  known  to  Pomurrey,  he  replicc!,  that  one,  if  not  both,  were 
certainly  guilty.     The  dinner  being  now  ferved,  ended  the  debate;  after 
which  the  three  brothers  fallied  out  in  quell  of  the  (lolen  linen,  and  foon 
returned  with  the  fervant  who  had  abfconded.     On  his  being  examined 
he  accufed  Arreheah  as  the  thief:  but  being  confcious  of  the  robbery,  he 
had  fled,  led  he  Ihouldbe  fufpefted  and  punifhed.     This  man's  evidence 
although  tending  to  acquit  himfelf  as  the  principal,  clearly  proved  him 
an  accomplice;  and,  not  being  without  my  fufpicions  that  he  was   in 
reality  the  thief,  I  ordered  a  halter  to  be  put  a[;c)ut  his  neck  in  tcrrorem. 
and  fent  on  board  the  (liip,  tl.-re  to  be  confined  in  irons;  with  thean'u- 
rance,  that  if  the  linen  Wiv  ^ot  leitored,  he  fliould  certainlv  be  hanged. 

A  fliort  flebate,  nearly  lo  the  fame  purport,  again  took  place  between 
the  three  brothers,  in  wiiich  Whyto.  i  feemed  nmch  aflFe61ed  by  Pomurrey's 
rebuke.  As  the  thit'  wi;s  now  1  nown,  l  embraced  this  occafion  to  in- 
lorm  the  royal  party,  that  vcr)'  confidcraDle  prefents  were  propofed  to 
be  made  to  them  and  the  feveral  chiefs;  but  not  one  fingle  article  would 
be  prefented  unlefs  Toxoereroo  and  Mr.  Broughton's  linen  were  forth- 
coming. On  this  they  again  departed,  faying  e\'ery  thing  fliould  be 
reftored. 

The  furf  being  tolerably  fmooth  in  the  afternoon,  the  large  working 
Vol.  I.  S  tent. 
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tent,  N^  ith  various  artic-k>s  \vere  fcnt  off;  leaving  the  marquee,  the  guard  s 
tent,  and  cannon,  only  10  be  embarked.  Whillt  thus  empIo)ed,  the 
chiels  liad  all,  imperceptibly,  withdrawn  themlelves  ;  towards  fun-let, 
mod  ot"  the  canoes  tliat  had  been  on  the  banks  of  the  river  were  ob- 
ferved  to  be  moving  off,  and  the  houics  on  the  oppofue  fide,  which  had 
been  fully  inhabited,  were  intirely  flripped  and  delerted.  We  were  foon 
given  to  underfland  that  the  Erees  and  peojjle  were  "  viattowed,'  that 
is,  alarmed,  becaufe  I  was  angry  ;  which  intelligence  a  man  named  Bol^a 
was  extremely  urgent  to  communicate.  He  had,  on  the  evening  the 
linen  was  flolen,  come  over  the  river  under  a  flirnfy  pretence,  with 
which  at  the  time  I  was  by  no  means  fatisfied;  and  fince  then  he  had 
not  been  feen.  Sufpccting  him  to  be  an  acceffar)-,  I  gave  directions 
that  he  fliould  be  fecured ;  and  that  the  remaining  canoe,  which  chanced 
to  contain  many  of  their  mofl  valuable  articles,  fhould  be  detained ; 
that  ^\'e  might  have  fomething  in  our  power  in  cai'c  the  chiefs  fliould 
have  deferted  us,  which  I  began  to  apprehend,  as  a  general  mattoxo 
fcemed  to  have  taken  place.  Mr.  Broughton,  who  had  been  with  the 
natives  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  infoimcd  me  that  the  principal 
caufe  of  the  maitow,  was  the  confinement  of  Boba;  and  that  they  con- 
ceived, I  had  alfo  confined  the  queen-mother.  This  good  lady  had 
been  our  conflant  companion,  even  in  the  ablcnce  of  her  hufband;  and 
was,  on  all  occafions,  very  folicltous  to  imitate  our  manners.  Having 
carried  her  politenefis  rather  too  far,  in  taking  a  few  glaffes  more  at 
dinner  than  was  quite  agreeable,  fhe  had  'era  lleeping  in  the  marquee 
moft  of  the  afternoon.  On  this  information,  I  requeued  flic  would 
inflantly  repair  to  Pomurrey,  who,  with  le\eral  chief's,  and  a  large  con- 
courfe  of  the  inhabitants,  were  affembled  on  the  o})j)orue  fhore  of  the 
river.  She  complied,  though  greatly  againff  her  inclination,  faving  fhe 
well  knew  that  I  was  the  friend  of  her  Pomurrey,  and  all  tlie  chiefs, 
and  it  was  his  and  their  bufinefs  to  come  to  inc.  'J  his  eonverfation  took 
place  at  the  river  fide,  wliilfl  Pomurrey  and  the  natixes  were  accufing 
me  of  detaining  his  wife,  who,  with  all  imaginable  fpirit  contraditled 
the  afferlion.  The  crowd  replied,  flu-  was  inflruCled  by  me  to  fay  fo  -. 
aflcrting  that  I  well  underllood  their  language.     Matters  thus  fituated  I 
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infincrl  file  fhould  crols  the  river,  with  which  at  length  (he  compiled, 
and  was  received  on  the  oppofite  fide  with  great  demonllrations  of  joy. 
On  her  afTuring  Pomurrcy  that  I  was  ftill  his  friend,  and  that  I  carneflly 
wifhed  to  confer  with  him  on  the  unpleafant  circumflances  that  had 
occurred,  he  attempted  to  come  over  the  river,  but  was  prevented  by 
the  crowd.  On  his  alTurinfj  them  his  intentions  were  not  to  crois,  but 
to  be  fufficiently  near  to  underfland  me  perfectly,  he  was  allowed  to 
advance  a  few  paces,  when  he  again  quedioned  my  pacific  intentions, 
and  whether  I  would  confine  him  if  he  croffed  the  river.  After  re- 
ceiving, the  moll  unequivocal  affurances  of  a  continuance  of  my  friend- 
fhip,  and  liis  own  perfonal  liberty,  he  difengaged  himfelf  from  thofe 
who  forcibly  attempted  to  flop  him,  and  came  over  to  us  much  ngainlt 
the  general  voice  and  opinion  of  the  multitude,  who  murmured  excef- 
fively  on  the  occafion  ;  but  this  Ihortly  lubfiding,  his  wives  foon  fol- 
lowed his  example,  I  acquainted  Pomiirrey  with  the  detention  of  the 
canoe,  and  the  man  I  had  confined.  Tiie  inllant  he  faw  it  was  Boba, 
he  alfured  me  he  was  innocent,  and  requefled  he  might  be  releafed; 
and,  as  he  had  been  arrefted  on  fufpicion  only,  I  did  not  hefitate  to 
comph'  with  the  requefl  of  Pomurrey,  who  had  gratified  me  exceedingly 
by  the  confidence  he  had  fo  recently  repofed  in  m^'  integrity. 

Our  royal  guelhs  became  perfeftly  reconciled,  fpcnt  the  evening  with 
us,  and  flep.  in  the  marquee.  Early  on  funday  morning  thev  departed. 
Pomurrey  informed  ine.  he  was  then  going  to  Oparre  in  quell  of  Toxve- 
reroo,  who,  i'  was  reported,  had  fecreted  himfelf  in  the  mountains  of 
that  did  rift  ;  thiit  in  the  courfe  of  the  flay  he  would  betaken,  and  that, 
with  him,  he  would  return  to  Matavai  ;  he  further  added,  that  Whytood 
was  going  in  feareh  of  the  linen,  which  would  likewife  be  rellored. 

It  was  an  exceffively  mortifying  refleflion,  now  that  we  were  in  every 
rcfpeft  ready  for  fea,  after  having  lived  three  weeks  on  terms  of  the 
(Iritlefl  amity  with,  thefe  good  people,  that  jull  on  the  eve  of  our  de- 
parture, they  (liould  fo  condui't  themfelves,  as  materially  to  incur  our 
difa))probation  and  cenfure,  and  prevent  our  bidding  them  farewell  with 
that  cordiality  and  good-will,  to  which  they  were  fo  highly  intitled  by 
their  former  good  behaviour. 
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Having  noihlng  further  to  tranfaft  on  fhore,  every  thing  was  fent  on 
board  excepting  the  marquee,  at  which,  with  a  guard,  Mr,  Puget  re- 
mained lor  the  more  eafy  communication  with  tlie  chiefs,  (hould  they 
be  incHned  to  renew  their  vifits ;  as  no  one  perl'on  of  any  diftinftion  had 
appeared  hncc  the  departure  of  Pomurrey  in  the  morning.  Mr. 
Brougluon  liaving  drolled  over  the  river  found  Whytooa  in  foft  dalliance 
with  his  wife  at  home,  inllead  of  being  in  fearch  of  the  linen,  Mr. 
Brougluon  in\'ited  them  10  the  marquee,  but  Whytooa  replied  he  was 
'•  mattowed.''  After  fome  pcrfuafion  he  complied,  and  having  come 
oppofite  the  encampment,  he  requefted  fome  alfurance  of  friendfhip  on 
my  part;  which  being  complied  with,  he  confented,  and  having  gained 
about  the  middle  of  the  river,  he  was  compelled  by  the  natives  to  re- 
turn. Anodier  converfation  now  took  place;  and  on  Mr.  Broughton 
propofing  to  remain  with  them  during  Whytooa's  abfence,  lie  came  over, 
and  being  foon  reconciled  after  his  arrival,  to  his  fituation,  he  fent  a 
fervant  to  defire  Mr.  Brou  -hton  would  crois  the  river.     On  this  occa- 

J 

fion  Whytooa's  wife  accoir.panicd  him,  and  we  afterwards  went  all  on 
board  to  dinner.  On  my  enquiring,  he  faid  Pomurrey  and  Urripiah 
were  at  Oparre,  but  would  return  the  inftant  lowereroo  was  taken. 
With  rcfpeft  to  the  linen  I  could  gain  no  fatisfaftory  account;  and,  as  I 
wiflied  to  encourage  him  in  the  confidence  he  had  manifeltcd,  I  did  not 
think  it  right  to  pufh  this  inquiry  further  ;  wifhing  to  detain  him  and  liii 
wife,  in  calc  their  imprifonment  hereafter  fhould  be  deemed  neceffary  to 
elTeft  our  purpofe;  but  defifled  from  any  further  mcafurcs,  until  I 
fhould  fee  or  hear  fomething  of  the  other  ro)al  brothers.  The  canoe 
and  goods  we  had  arrefled  the  preceding  evening  now  appearing  to  be- 
1(^ ng  to  a  chief  of  Ulietea,  who  could  not  have  had  any  concern  in  the 
late  improper  tranfatlions.  Juftice  ditlated  its  reftoration  to  die  proper 
owner,  and  direflions  to  that  elfecl  were  accordingly  given. 

Neither  Port:  .^^  -ey,  i>or  Urripiah  having  arrived  on  monday  morning ; 
Mr.  Broughton  propofed  that  Whytooa  and  his  wife,  who  were  flill  with 
us,  fhould  accompany  him  to  Oparre,  in  order  to  procure  an  interview 
with  Pomurrey,  and  learn  how  our  affairs  flood  in  that  diftrift.  To  this, 
Whytooa  readily  agreed,  and  whilll  the  boat  was   preparing  for  their 
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conveyance,  the  royal  females  paid  us  a  \ifit.  They  faid,  Pomurrey  was 
dill  at  Oparre,  but  would  return  to  the  (hip  the  inltant  that  Towereroo 
could  be  found.  The  ladies  were  immediately  informed  of  Mr.  Brough- 
ton's  errand,  and  told,  that,  until  his  return,  they  were  to  remain  on 
board.  With  this  arrangement  they  fcemed  perfeftly  fatisfied ;  and  from 
their  mirth,  and  joking  with  each  other  as  to  their  being  carried  to  fea, 
their  reception  in  England,  &c.  8cc.  I  began  to  conjefture  that  Towereroo 
was  in  reality  taken,  though  it  was  their  pleafure  to  keep  me  in  fuf- 
penfe.  We  did  not  long  remain  in  this  (late.  About  noon,  the  boat 
returned  with  the  three  royal  brothers,  and  Towereroo.  Mr.  Broughton 
met  them  on  their  way  towards  the  (liips,  attended  by  a  fleet  of  canoes, 
laden  with  every  fpecies  of  provifions  as  prefents  from  the  royal  family 
and  our  feveral  other  friends,  who  all  flocked  on  board  with  fuch  a  pro- 
fufion  of  their  various  valuable  commodities,  that  unable  to  difpofe 
of  their  bounty,  feveral  laden  canoes  returned  to  the  fliore. 

Pomurrey  and  Urripiah  obferved,  on  the  delivery  of  Towereroo,  that 
they  had  now  reftorcd  every  thing  in  which  they  confidcrcd  I  was  par- 
ticularly interen;ed,  and  that  it  was  Whytood?,  bufinefs  to  recover  the 
linen  for  Mr.  Broughton.  Whytooa  protefted  that,  if  we  could  remain 
until  the  morning,  it  (hould  certainly  be  brought  on  board ;  but  as  we 
had  been  repeatedly  in{bu6led  to  place  little  reliance  on  affurances  of 
this  nature,  had  the  wind  been  favorable,  we  fhould  not  have  waited  to 
put  his  integrity  to  the  tefl. 

Poatatou,  with  many  other  chiefs  of  the  difl;ant  difl;ri6ls,  were  made 
extremely  happy  by  the  prefents  which  each  of  them  received;  and, 
finding  we  were,  to  fail  with  the  firfl:  favorable  wind,  took  their  leave  in 
the  evening,  with  much  apparent  regret  for  our  departure ;  which  was 
evidently  increafed  by  their  being  difappointcd  of  a  fecond  difplay  of 
fire -works.  From  the  inordinate  love  of  pleafure  which  thefe  people 
pofiefs,  I  do  not  believe  it  were  poflible  to  have  caufed,  by  any  other 
means,  fo  general  and  fo  great  a  degree  of  mortification.  A  great 
many  chiefs,  and  numbers  of  the  inhabitants,  had  come  from  the  mofl 
di.lant  parts  of  the  ifland,  and  from  Morea  likewife,  for  no  other  pur- 
pofe  than  to  gratify  their  curiofity,  and  to  be  prefent  at  the  expefted 
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exhibition.  Thcfc,  in  particular,  complained  much  of  their  dTappoint- 
ment ;  to  which  I  replied,  their  concern  was  by  no  means  unpleaflmt  to 
me,  as  it  ga^•e  me  reafon  to  hope  it  would  operate  to  prevent  the  caulb 
of  it  in  future:  and  that,  if  thefts,  and  other  breaches  of  confidence  had 
not  been  couimittcd,  and  fan6lioned,  as  I  was  confident  they  had  been 
by  the  chiefs  themfelves,  I  fhould  not  have  been  under  the  painful  ne- 
cefTity  of  denying  them  the  promifed  entertainment,  and  we  fhould  have 
parted  much  better  friends.  On  the  arrival  of  another  (hip,  I  trufted, 
from  this  difappointment,  they  would  all  be  taught  to  condu6l  them- 
felves with  more  fidelity. 

Pomurrey  and  his  wives  remained  on  board  all  night.  The  next 
morning  brought  no  tidings  of  the  linen.  On  reflefting  that,  without 
ufing  rigorous  mcal'ures,  which,  in  all  probability,  would  fall  more  on 
the  innocent  who  were  in  our  power,  than  on  the  guilty  who  were  at  a 
dillance,  there  did  not  appear  the  molt  remote  profpeft  of  regaining 
this  property  ;  and  as  we  had  now  a  favorable  breeze  from  the  calhvard, 
1-  and  could  ill  afford  a  longer  detention,  about  ten  in  the  forenoon  we 
failed  out  of  the  bav.  Pomurrey  and  his  wives  were  our  guefls  until  we 
were  be\'ond  the  reefs  :  thev  were  now  prefenied  with  an  affortinent  of 
valuables,  which  afforded  them  the  highed  latisfatfion;  and  Pomurrey 
rcqueffing  as  a  particular  favor  that  thev  might  be  faluted  on  leaving  the 
fhip,  the\'  took  a  very  friendly  and  affetlionate  leave,  and  were  compli- 
mented agreeably  to  his  wifhcs.  Whytooa  had  alfo  accompanied  Mr. 
Broughton  in  the  Chatham;  who,  after  we  were  out,  brought  him 
on  board  the  Difcoverv,  with  an  allortment  of  fuch  articles,  as  he 
conceived  Whytooa  intitled  to,  for  his  hofpitablc  attention,  and  the 
large  quantity  of  provifions,  &c.  &c.  which  he  had  fupplied,  without 
having  as  vet  received  the  leafl;  return :  but  as  I  had  repeatedly  declared 
Whytooa  fhould  receive  no  prefent,  unlefs  the  linen  was  rcflored,  my  ul- 
timate decilion  was  now  requeffed.  On  confidering,  that,  poffibly,  it 
might  not  have  been  in  his  power  to  recover  the  linen,  and  that  equity 
demanded  he  fliould  be  paid  for  the  fupplies  which  he  had  furnilhed,  I 
confented  to  his  receiving  in  return,  fuch  articles  as  were  deemed  fairly 
equal  in  point  of  value;  but  he  was  not  prefentcd  with  any  thing  from 
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me,  altlinugh  I  had  proinidxl  liiin  fcvcral  valuable  implements.  ThcTc 
\\rri'  again  cnunieratcd,  the  rcafon  of  their  being  with-hckl  fully  explain- 
ed, and  (hewn  to  have  arilen  from  his  not  having  aded  towards  Mr. 
Broughton  with  that  propriety  whieh  had  been  obfer\ed  in  the  eondu6t 
of  his  royal  brotlu  rs  towards  me. 

1  am  well  aware  that  our  viht  to  this  countr)-  will  hll  the  inquifiiive 
mind  with  the  exj)eMation  of  acquiring  much  additional  information, 
relative  to  a  people  whofe  fituation  and  condition  have  been  long  the 
rubjefls  of  curious  inveftigation  -,  but  the  (hortnefs  of  our  Hay,  and  va- 
rious concurring  circumflances  afforded  little  opportunity  to  gratify  fueh 
de  fires. 

The  veneration  thefe  people  entertain  for  the  names  of  their  fovereigns, 
has  been  already  very  juflly  related  by  Mr.  Anderfon.  But  no  example, 
I  believe,  had  then  appeared  to  that  judicious  obferver,  of  the  extent  to 
which  this  refped  is  carried.  On  Otoo-^a  acceflion  to  the  Maro*,  a  very 
conf-derable  alteration  took  place  in  their  language,  particularly  in  the 
proper  names  of  all  the  chiefs,  to  which  liowever  it  was  not  folelv  con- 
fined, but  extended  to  no  lefs  than  forty  or  fifty  of  the  inofl  common 
words  which  occur  in  converfation,  and  bearing  not  the  leall  alhnity 
whatever  to  the  former  exprelhons. 

This  new  language  e\er)'  inhabitant  is  under  the  necefhty  of  adopting; 
as  any  negligence  or  contempt  of  it  is  punifhed  with  the  greatefl  feve- 
rity.  Their  former  exprellions  were,  however,  retained  in  their  recol- 
leftion;  and,  for  our  better  communication,  were,  I  believe,  permitted  to 
be  ufed  in  converfation  with  us,  without  incurring  difpleafure.  Pomurrey 
however  would  frequently  corre6l  mc  on  my  accidentally  ufing  the  for- 
mer mode  of  exprelhon,  facing,  I  knew  it  was  wrong,  and  ought  not  to 
prafclife  it.  Were  fuch  a  pernicious  innovation  to  take  place,  generally, 
at  the  arbitrary  will  of  the  fovereigns  throughout  the  South-Sea  iflands,  it 
would  be  attended  with  infurmountable  difhculties  to  ftrangcrs ;  but  it  ap- 
pears to  be  a  new  regulation,  and,  as  yet,  conhned  to  thcfe  iflands,  or  it 
would  be  impoffible  to  reconcile  the  affinity  which  has  been  hitherto  found 
to  fubhfl  in  the  language  of  different  parts  of  the  Great  South- Sea 
nation.     The  new-falhioned  words  produce  a  \  cr)-  material  difference-  in 
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tliofc  tables  of  comparative  allinity  wliich  have  been  connrutlfd  with  io 
much  attention  and  labour  ;  and  may,  poilibly,  \vh(!n  the  realbns  for 
(he  aheratiou  are  known  and  developed,  be  ..  matter  ol  interclHng  po- 
litical inquiry.  'I'his,  however,  recpured  n.ore  leifure,  and  a  more  in- 
timate knowledrro  of  the  language,  than  I  poflelled.  C'lreundlances  of 
greater  importance  to  the  expediting  the  various  ferviccs,  which  the 
grand  objecl  of  our  v<nage  here  dcMuandc d.  md  on  which  my  nnnd 
was  every  hour  anxioully  engaged;  augmented  by  tiie  diHiculiies  we  had 
to  encounter,  in  the  new  modification  of  fo  many  tcims ;  rendered  moft 
of  my  inquiri's  inelfcciual.  Thele  perplexities  and  difadvantages  were 
alfo  materially  incrcalcd,  b\'  the  diiriculty  of  oblaining  the  truth  from  a 
race  who  have  a  conlhint  defire  to  avoid,  in  the  nightcll  degree,  giving 
offence;  infomuch,  that,  on  the  lead  appearance  of  difplcafure,  even 
in  convorfation ;  to  dilcngage  themfehes  from  any  fuch  incouveniencc, 
they  would  often.  !))•  that  extenlive  and  fpecious  coni|)reheiifion,  which 
their  language  admits  of,  feemingly  fo  qualify,  what  they  before  had 
afferted,  as  io  contradi6^,  according  to  our  acceptation,  a  j)ofuive  matter 
of  fa61: ;  or,  what  amounted  to  nearly  the  fame  thing,  a  completely  dif- 
ferent condruflion  was  by  us  ver)-  frequently  put  on  a  fecond  conver- 
fation,  from  that  which  we  had  conceived  from,  or  had  attributed  to, 
ine  Hrft.  Had  wc  been  more  competent  linguids,  we  might,  in  all  pro- 
babilit\',  have  found  both  their  modes  of  expredion  tending  to  the  fame 
point,  aiid  didering  only  in  the  figurative  relation  of  the  circunidances, 
to  which  thefe  people  are  much  accudomed.  ITiis  deception,  I  have 
more  than  once  experienced,  and  have,  on  redcftion,  tiius  reconciled 
the  apparent  incongruity.  Such,  and  various  other  important  circum- 
dances,  mud  ever  occur,  to  render  the  acquirement  of  knowledge  in 
the  language,  manners,  and  cudoms,  of  newly-difcovered  countries,  (be- 
yond a  eertaiit  fuperficiai  extent,)  a  bufinefs  of  much  labour  and  dudv, 
although  aided  by  a  feries  of  minute  obfervations.  Under  fuch  evident 
difadvantages,  how  far  my  abilities  might  or  might  not  have  empow- 
ered me  to  direft  fuch  inquiries  to  effeft,  had  time  and  other  objeds 
permitted,  mud  dill  remain  to  be  proved.  I  dial!  therefore  refign  the 
palm  to   thofe  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me,   and  to  whom   tlie 
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world  is  iiulchtcd  for  many  pertinent  and  judicious  obrcrvations  con- 
tained in  llicir  general  defeription  of  this  country. 

Notwiihflanding  I  mufl  concur  with  Mr.  Anderfon  in  opinion,  that 
nnich  information  remains  to  be  ac(juired  which  would  he  extremely 
acceptable  to  the  contemj)l;uive  mind,  vet  it  only  lemains  with  me 
to  record  faithfully  tlie  cireuinflanccs  wiiich  arofc  i!i  our  tranfiuiions 
and  intcrcourfe  with  thefe  people. 

The  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  their  government,  <,-  liu  j".  I 
lia\c  been  able  to  iderUand  from  the  chiefs,  with  fuch  other  miitiers 
worthy  attention  a  e  fallen   under  my  own  immediate  obfervation, 

I  (hall  proceed  to  iciate ;  as  the  preceding  narration  would  be  incom- 
plete without  fuch  an  explanation. 

We  have  become  acquainted  by  fubfequent  vifnors,  that,  fliortly 
after  the  lali  departure  of  Captain  Cook  from  thefc  iflands,  confiderable 
difputes  had  arifen  between  Maheine  the  ufurping  chief  of  Morea,  and 
Pomurrey,  (then  Otoo)  in  fome  of  which  wars,  (for  there  had  been 
many,)  Maheine  was  joined  by  Towha,  and  other  chiefs  of  the  weflcrn 
didrids  of  Otaheite ;  by  which  means,  for  a  confiderable  fpace  of  time, 
Pomurrey  was  materially  worfted,  and  his  own  diflri6ts  laid  intircly 
waUe.  Thus  His  Majefly's  benevolent  intentions  of  adding  to  the 
comforts  of  thefe  ])eople,  liavc  been  nearly  fruftrated.  Mofl  of  the 
animals,  plants,  and  herbs,  which  had  caufed  Captain  Cook  fo  much 
anxiety  and  trouble  to  depofit  here,  have  fallen  a  facrifice  to  the 
ravages  of  war.  The  black  cattle  were  carried  to  Morea,  where  they 
ftill  remain  ;  and  having  bred,  are  now  five  in  number,  four  cows  and  a 
bull.  The  latter  has  very  unfortunately  received  a  hurt  in  his  loins, 
which  renders  him  an  intire  cripple;  confequently  their  further  propa- 
gation will  be  at  an  end  unlefs  fome  additional  alfiftance  is  afforded. 

In  the  inidfl  of  thefe  hodile  engagements,  Pomurrey  married  the 
queen-mother,  a  near  i elation  of  his  mod  inveterate  enemy  Maheine. 
This  lady  having  taken  a  very  material  part  in  the  advantageous  change 
of  Pomurrey  s  government,  I  fliall  obtrude  a  few  lines  as  a  fkctch  of  her 
ehara6ler,  and  alfo  that  of  Fierrete  her  fifter,  and  conjug;il  partner  in 
the  ro)'al  afiltHon. 
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The  quren-motluT,  alihoiigh  dcflitutc  of  any  pretenfions  to  beauty, 
and  liaving  in  lur  ptrlon  a  very  niafculine  appearance,  has  yet,  in  her 
general  deportment,  fonicihing  excellively  pleafing  and  engaging;  free 
from  any  aufteriiv  or  pride,  fiie  is  endued  with  a  comparative  elegance 
of"  manners,  which  phiinly  bel'peaks  her  defcent,  and  the  high  fituation 
in  wliich  flie  is  placed.  Although  her  figure  exhibited  no  external 
charms  of  feminine  foftnefs,  yet  great  complacency  and  gentlenefs  were 
always  confpicuous;  indicating,  in  the  mod  unequivocal  manner,  a  mind 
pollclfing.  and  alone  actuated  by  thofe  amiable  qualities  which  moll 
adorn  the  human  race.  All  her  a6lions  feemed  directed  to  thofe  around 
her  with  an  unalterable  evennefs  of  temper,  and  to  be  guided  by  a  pure 
difinterelled  benevolence.  Self,  which  on  mofl:  occafions  is  the  govern- 
ing principle  in  the  conduct  of  thefe  iflanders,  with  her  was  totally  dif- 
regarded;  and  indeed,  fuch  was  her  very  amiable  difpofition,  that  it 
counterbalanced  any  difadvantages  fhe  might  labour  under  in  a  deficiency 
of  pcrfonal  atirattions. 

The  portrait  of  fier  re  te  on  canvas  would  mod  probably  be  gene- 
rally thought  intitled  to  a  preference ;  yet  flie  appeared  by  no  means  to 
poflefs  either  mental  endowments,  or  other  excellent  qualities,  in  the 
fame  degree  with  the  queen-mother;  if  fhe  had  them,  they  were  latent, 
and  required  fome  particular  exertion  to  bring  them  into  aftion.  Her 
foftnefs  and  effeminacy  afforded  her  fome  advantage  over  her  fifler  ;  )'et 
there  was  a  fhynefs,  want  of  confidence  and  manner  in  her  gene- 
ral demeanor,  that  evinced  her  motives  to  be  lefs  difinterelled.  We 
were  however  led  to  believe,  that  fhe  was  not  deflitute  of  the  amiable 
qualities,  though  to  us  they  did  not  appear  fo  confpicuous  as  in  the 
tharaftcr  of  the  queen-mother.  Of  the  two  ladies,  fier  re  te  was  now 
the  favorite  of  Pomurrey,  at  lead  we  had  every  reafon  to  think  fo  by  the 
general  tenor  of  his  conduti.  Notwithflanding  this  preference,  he  was 
obfervcd  in  feveral  inflances  to  abide  implicitly  by  the  advice  and  opi- 
nion of  the  queen-mother,  and  to  treat  her  with  great  affetlion  and  re- 
gard ;  who  in  return  never  appeared  jealous  or  diflliiisfied  at  the  marked 


■*i-';  ' 


attention,  or   evident  partiality, 
treated  by  Pomurrey, 
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In  confcqucnce  of"  the  very  fupcrinr  rank  and  condition  of  thefc  two 
ladies,  they  pofTcfRd  privileges  which  I  had  never  before  feen  conferred 
on  any  of  the  women  of  the  Great  Soutli  Sea  nation  ;  as  they  were  not 
only  permitted  to  eat  of  all  the  good  things  of  the  country,  but  allowed 
to  partake  of  them  in  company  with  men  ;  as  well  the  chiefs  of  the 
ifland  as  ourfehes;  and  of  the  identical  didies  at  any  repad  of  which 
men  had  eaten,  wiiliout  incurring  difpleafure  or  difgrace:  thcfe  were 
honors  to  wiuch  we  had  rcaibr.  to  believe  no  other  females  of  the  ifland 
could  afpire. 

Thefe  two  ladies  with  the  deceafed  Matooara  Mahow,  were  the  children 
of  a  fifter  of  Maheine,  and  his  only  near  relations.  Mahow  I  confidered 
to  be  the  fame  perfon  mentioned  by  Captain  Cook,  under  the  name  of 
Tiareetaboonooa ;  as,  on  our  firil:  arrival,  he  was  introduced  to  me  by 
the  name  of  Areetaboonooa,  which  appellation  was  almoft  immediately 
dropped,  and  he  was  afterwards  called  Mahow ;  occafioned  mofl  likely 
by  the  recent  alteration  in  their  language,  which  has  before  been  flated 
to  iiave  taken  place  on  the  accelTion  of  the  young  king  Otoo. 

As  jWa/icz;z(?  was  an  Errooe,  whofe  advanced  age  precluded  tlie  expec- 
tation of  his  having  children,  little  doubt  was  entertained  that  his  confe- 
quence  and  power  would  foon  defcend  to  his  family,  wliich  had  become 
more  firmly  attached  to  the  Otahcitean  authority  bv  the  inter.Tiarriage 
of  the  late  Matooara  Mahow  with  Pomurrey's  youngefl  fifter.  This  con- 
ne6Hon  appears  to  have  been  an  important  political  meafure,  to  infure  a 
])ermanent  eilabliflmient  of  peace  and  tranquillity  between  the  two  iflands, 
on  the  conqueft,  or  death  of  Maheine.  The  event  was  however  long 
looked  for  before  it  arrived,  for  we  underflood  it  did  not  happen  until 
about  fifteen  months  previous  to  our  anival ;  at  which  time  Maheine  was 
killed  in  a  battle  fouy;ht  at  Athoora  bv  him  and  fomc  of  the  weftern 
chiefs,  againft  the  partisans  of  Pomurrey,  wlio,  I  belie\e,  then  for  the 
firft  time  came  off  viftorious. 

Maheine  having  fallen  in  this  conflid,  and  Towha  being  dead,  little 
was  neceffary  to  complete  the  conqueft,  which  was  finally  accom- 
pliflied  by  the  excurfion  of  the  Bounty's  people  in  a  vefl^el  they  had 
conllru6lcd  from  the  timber  of  the  bread  fruit  tree  ;    and  as  good  or  bad 
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fortune  is  generally  attended  with  eorroborating  events,  other  circum- 
llanccs  intervened  to  foiler  and  indulge  the  ambition  of  Pomurrey.  At 
this  time  Whyeadooa  the  king  of  Tiarabou  died,  leaving  only  a  very  dillant 
relation  to  allume  his  name  and  government ;  who  was  by  Pomurrey  and 
his  adherents  obliged  to  relinquilh  all  pretenfions  to  fuch  honours,  and 
uith  the  people  of  Tiarabou  to  acknowledge  Pomurreys  youngeft  fon  as 
their  chief,  under  the  fupreme  authority  of  his  eldeft  fon  Otoo  ;  which  on 
their  aflenting  to,  the  youth  aflumed  the  name  of  Whyeadooa  as  a  neceffary 
appendage  to  the  government.  By  this  acquifition  it  fhould  appear,  they 
have  more  eflfeftually  eftabliflied  a  firm  and  lading  peace  amongft  them- 
felves  than  has  been  enjoyed  for  a  long  feries  of  years ;  and  to  infure 
this  ineftimable  blefiing  to  their  dominions,  the  royal  brothers  have  fo 
difpofcd  themfclves  as  completely  to  watch  over  and  prote6l  the  two 
young  princes  during  their  minority. 

U-^ripiah,  the  next  brother  to  Pomurrey,  having  acquired  the  reputa- 
tion of  a  great  warrior,  has  taken  up  his  refidence  on  the  borders  of 
Tiarabou,  to  watch  the  conduft  of  thofe  people  in  their  allegiance  to 
his  nephew  Whyeadooa ;  and  on  the  lead  appearance  of  difaffeftion  or 
revolt,  to  be  at  hand  for  purfuing  fuch  meafures  as  may  be  required 
to  bring  them  back  to  their  obedience.  Whytooa,  the  next  brother,  re- 
fides  for  the  like  rcafon  at  Oparre,  near  the  young  monarch ;  and  Po- 
murrey witii  his  wives  has  retired  to  Morea,  where  the  inhabitants  are, 
in  all  refpefts,  perfeftly  reconciled ;  firmly  attached  to  his  intereft ;  and 
ready  to  afford  him  and  his  children  every  fup])ort  and  afiiftance  they 
may  require.  From  the  relative  fituation  of  this  illand  with  Otaheite, 
there  is  little  probability  that  Pomurrey  could  long  remain  ignorant  of 
any  diffentions  that  might  take  place,  or  that  he  would  be  prevented 
affording  fuch  fuccouras  the  nature  of  the  occafion  might  demand. 

There  is  yet  a  fourth  brother  whofe  infignificance  has  hitherto  pre- 
cluded his  name,  which  is  Japahoo,  from  appearing  in  any  of  our 
tranfaftions  with  thefe  worthy  people.  Although  in  the  poifefTion  of 
a  very  confiderable  property,  Tapahooktm^  little  regarded  by  his  family, 
and  lefs  ef^eemed  by  his  people.  This  want  of  refpeft  is  greatly,  and 
poffibly  wholly,  to  be  attributed  to  a  natural  imbecillity  of  mind ;  as,  to 

all 
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all  appearance,  he  is  a  young  man  of  an  exceedingly  weak  and  trifling 
cliara61er. 

On  the  late  deceafe  of  Mahoxu,  his  daughter  by  Pomurrey'&  fifter  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  fovereignty  of  Morea,  under  the  fupreme  authority  of  her 
coufin  Otoo.  To  this  young  princefs  Pomurrey  became  regent,  and  in 
courfe,  the  inhabitants  of  Morea  were  intirely  at  his  command.  In 
confequencc  of  Pomurrey^  connexion  with  Mahozo's  family,  his  fon  Oloo 
in  right  of  his  mother  was  acknowledged  as  the  fupreme  fovereign  of 
Huaheine  ;  and  Matuarro  the  king  of  that  ifland,  had  confcnted  to  the 
fuperiority  of  Otoo  over  him,  as  "  Aree  Maro  Eoora ;"  but  that  he 
Matuarro  was  "  Aree  de  Hoi." 

Omai  having  died  without  children,  the  houfc  which  Captain  Cook 
had  built  for  him,  the  lands  that  were  purchafcd,  and  the  horfe  which 
was  ftill  alive  ;  together  with  fuch  European  commodities  as  remained  at 
his  death,  all  dcfcended  to  Matuarro,  as  king  of  the  ifland ;  and  when 
his  majefty  is  at  home,  Omai'a  houfe  is  liis  conftant  refidence.  From 
Matuarro  we  learned,  that  Omai  was  much  refpeftcd,  and  that  he  fre- 
quently afforded  great  entertainment  to  him,  and  the  other  chiefs,  with 
the  accounts  of  his  travels,  and  in  dcfcribing  the  various  countries,  ob- 
je6ls,  &c.  that  had  fallen  under  his  obfervation ;  and  that  he  died  uni- 
verfally  regretted  and  lamented.  His  death,  as  well  as  that  of  the  two 
New  Zealand  boys  left  with  him  by  Captain  Cook,  was  occafioned  by  a 
diforder  that  is  attended  by  a  large  fwelling  in  the  throat,  of  which  very 
few  recover,  but  die  a  flow  lingering  death.  During  the  latter  part  of 
our  ftay  feveral  perfors  were  pointed  out  who  feemed  much  afllifted  with 
this  fatal  malady,  particularly  thofe  belonging  to  Tiarabou,  who  faid  the 
difeafe  had  been  imported  by  a  Spanifh  ^■ef^el  which  had  anchored  near 
the  fouth  part  of  Otahciic. 

Otoo,  in  right  of  his  grandmother  by  his  father's  fide,  on  the  death  of 
Mowree  will  claim  the  fovereignty  of  Ulietea  and  Otaha.  Mowree,  who 
is  brother  to  Pomurrey'^  mother,  is  an  Ereeoe  of  an  advanced  age.  He 
feemed  extremely  fond  of  Otoo,  and  proud  of  his  fuccecding  him  in  the 
government  of  thofe  iflands ;  faying,  that,  at  prefent,  there  were  two 
fovcreigns,  that  **  Maw  ta  Tarta,"  but  when  he  fliouid  die  then  there 
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would  bo  but  one,  meaning  Oloo.  This  cxijrcffion,  in  its  literal  fignifica- 
tion,  means  "  to  eat  the  Man  ;"'  the  idea,  however,  whieh  in  this  lenfe  it  is 
intended  to  convey,  is  to  point  out  ihofe,  whole  rank  and  authority 
entitle  them  to  prefide  at  liuman  faerificcs  ;  a  j)owcr  whieh  at  piefent  is 
poflen'ed  only  by  Mowrce  and  Oloo. 

In  confequence  of  the  cxtenfive  dominion  that  has  devolved  upon 
this  young  monarch,  he  is  not  now  diltinguifhed  by  the  title  ol' 
Aree  de  Hoi,  but  by  one  which  is  conliderably  more  eminent  and 
comprehenfivc ;  fince  they  fay  there  mav  be  many  Arees  de  Hoi, 
but  there  can  be  but  one  Aree  Maro  Eoora;  whieh  means,  the  chief 
of  the  red-feathered  Maro  ;  and  under  which  title,  Otoo^  authority 
is  acknowledged  in  Otaheite,  Morea,  Mattea,  Tetero,  Tupea-man- 
noo,  and  Huaheine.  But  the  peoj)le  of  Ulietea  and  Otaha,  feem  nmch 
averfe  to  this  fubmilTion  ;  and  it  does  not  appear,  that  even  Moivree 
himlelf  has  much  influence  in  thofe  idands,  noiwithllandinii  that  he  is 
their  acknowledged  fovereign.  Since  the  death  of  Opoony,  the  govern- 
ment of  the  idands  under  his  late  authority  appears  to  have  been  ill  ad- 
miniflercd  ;  the  inhabitants  having  been  very  turbulent  and  much  difpo- 
fed  to  anarchy  :  and  in  confequence  of  the  dilinclination  w)iich  the  people 
of  thefe  iflands  have  manifelled  to  fubfcribe  to  the  fupreme  authority  of 
Otoo,  an  expedition  was  in  contemplation  from  Otaheite,  to  enforce  the 
power  of  the  Aree  Maro  Eoora  over  them,  and  little  doubt  was  enter- 
tained of  its  fuccefs.  Another  favorite  objefcl  was  the  annexing  to  Otoo's 
prefent  dominions  by  conqueft,  (for  no  right  was  fet  up,)  the  iflands  of 
Bolaboh'',  Mowrooa,  and  Tapi,  which,  fince  the  death  of  Opoony,  had 
been  governed  by  his  daughter,  and  were  faid,  in  a  great  meafure,  to 
have  loft  their  Ibnner  high  repiuation  as  a  martial  and  warlike  nation. 

Pomurrey  and  his  brothers  having  prociued  from  the  veflels  which 
had  latelv  vifited  Otaheite,  feveral  mulkcts  and  piftols,  they  confidered 
themfelves  invincible ;  and  the  acquiring  of  new  poffeflions  for  Otoo, 
now  feemcd  to  occupy  the  whole  of  their  fludy  and  attention.  They 
were  extremely  folicitous  that  I  fliould  contribute  to  their  fuccefs  by 
augmenting  their  number  of  fire-arms,  and  adding  to  their  flock  of  am- 
munition. Of  the  latter  I  gave  Pomurrey  a  fmall  quantity  ;  but  of  the 
former  I  had  none  to  difpoleof,  evenif  Ihadfeen  no  impropriety  in  com- 
plying 
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plying  wiih  his  rcqmlK  I'inding  there  was  no  profpett  of  incrcafing  their 
armor)',  they  recjueiled  tli:u  I  would  liave  the  goodnefs  to  conquer  the  terri- 
tories on  which  ihey  meditated  a  defcent,  and  having  (o  done,  to  deliver 
them  up  to  Utoo ;  and  as  an  excufe  for  (heir  (ubjugation,  iniiued  iliat  ii  was 
highly  elleniial  to  the  comfort  and  happinefs  of  ihc  people  at  large,  that 
over  the  whole  group  oftheic  illands  there  Ihould  be  only  one  fovereign. 
On  faiisfying  them  that  the  illands  in  queflion  were  quite  out  of  my 
route,  and  that  I  liad  no  leifure  for  fuch  an  entcrprize,  Pomurrey,  in 
the  moll  earneft  manner  requelled,  that  on  my  return  to  England  I 
would,  in  his  name,  folicit  His  Majelty  to  order  a  fhip  with  proper 
force  to  be  immediately  lent  out,  with  direftions,  that  if  all  thole  illands 
were  not  fubjefted  to  his  power  before  her  arrival,  llie  was  to  con- 
quer them  for  Otoo  ;  who,  he  oblerved,  1  well  knew  would  ever  be 
a  fleady  friend  to  King  George  and  the  Englilh.  This  requell  was 
frequently  repeated,  and  he  did  not  fail  to  urge  it  in  the  moll  prclTipg 
manner  at  our  parting. 

I  cannot  take  leave  of  my  friend,  for  to  futh  an  epithet  from  me 
Pomurrey'a  condu6l  juftly  entitles  him,  without  adverting  to  the  altera- 
tion which  feemed  to  have  taken  place  in  his  chara6Ur,  fince  my 
former  vifits  to  this  country.  At  that  time,  he  was  not  only  confidered 
as  a  timid,  but  a  very  weak  prince  ;  on  this  occafion,  however,  he  did 
not  appear  deficient  cither  in  difcernment,  or  intrepidity  ;  although  it 
mufl  be  acknowledged  his  fears  were  exceedingly  awakened  at  the  dif- 
play  of  our  fire-works,  and  that  he  always  appeared  to  regard  fire-arms, 
with  a  confiderable  degree  of  terror  ;  which  polhbly  might  arili^:  from 
his  knowledge  of  their  deflruttive  powers,  whilll  at  the  fame  time  he 
remained  ignorant  of  the  extent  to  which  they  were  capable  of  doing 
execution  ;  but  this  charatier  of  weapons  out  of  the  quellion,  we  had  rea- 
fon  to  believe  his  courage  was  equal  to  that  of  his  neighbours,  of  which 
he  certainly  gave  an  undeniable  proof  by  joining  our  party  alone  and  un- 
armed at  the  encampment ;  in  diretl  oppofition  to  the  counfel  and  ap- 
prchcnfions  of  his  furrounding  countrymen.  On  former  occafions,  I 
had  alio  conlidered  his  general  character  to  be  haughty,  aullere,  and  com- 
bined willi  much  low  cunning  When  lie  condcfcended  to  fpcak,  or 
convcrfe,  which  was  not  frequent,  little  or  no  information  could  be  de- 
rived ; 
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rived  ;  whiHl  the  qucftions  ho  aflced  in  return,  did  not  tend  to  theacqui- 
fition  of  ufeful  iinowledge.  His  conduft  and  deportment  on  the  prefent 
occafion,  were  extremely  different ;  and,  when  eomparcd  witli  that  of 
his  aflbciates,  were  marked  with  an  evident  fuperiority,  expreflTive  of 
the  exalted  fituation  he  filled ;  and  indicated  thai  he  pofrefIi?d  a  jufl  know- 
ledge of  himfelf,  and  an  open,  generous,  and  feeling  heart.  In  con- 
verfation,  there  were  few  from  whom  better  inlorniation  could  be  ac- 
quired ;  nor  was  he  now  deficient  in  dirc6ling  his  obfervations  and  en- 
quiries to  ufeful  and  important  objefts.  For  this  purpofe  only,  he 
would  remain  whole  days  in  our  working  tenis,  obferving  with  the 
ftriftefl  attention  the  different  tranfatlions  going  forward;  and  fre- 
quently interrupting  the  mechanics,  to  require  explanations  of  their  fe- 
vtral  operations.  The  whole  tenor  of  his  behaviour  towards  us  was 
fo  uniformly  correal  and  meritorious,  that,  on  his  taking  leave,  I  could 
not  refill  making  him,  and  his  wives,  fuch  acknowledgments  in  ufeful 
articles,  as  he  conceived  they  could  have  no  pofTible  claim  to  ;  and  fuf- 
pe6ling  I  was  about  to  make  fome  addition,  he  caught  my  arm,  expreffed 
how  highly  repaid  and  gratified  they  were  with  what  they  had  received, 
and  obferved,  as  I  was  going  to  vifit  many  other  countries  where  fuch 
things  would  be  equally  valuable ;  I  ought  to  be  careful  and  cecono- 
mical. 

How  far  thefc  difinterefted  fentiments  had  a£luated  the  condu6l  of  the 
royal  party  in  all  their  former  tranfaftions,  is  not  eafy  to  afcertain  ;  but 
certain  it  is,  they  took  great  pains  to  keep  up  the  value  of  our  commo- 
dities, and,  by  their  own  example,  eftablifhed  the  price  of  three  large 
hogs,  weighing  from  an  hundred  to  an  hundred  and  fifty  and  two  hun- 
dred pounds  each,  at  an  axe  ;  under  which  they  defired  we  would  not 
part  with  our  axes ;  and  would  frequently  admonifli  us,  when  they  eon- 
fidered  we  were  about  to  pay  extravagantly  for  our  purchafes.  In  our 
traffic,  axes  were  the  moft  valuable  ;  next  to  thefe,  red  cloth,  and  all 
kinds  of  European  linen :  files,  knives,  and  fifhing  hooks,  were  in  great 
requeft  ;  as  were  fciffars  and  looking-glaffes  by  the  ladies  :  nails  were  of 
little  value,  and  fuch  things  as  were  only  of  an  ornamental  nature  were 
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accepted  with  inclillcTcnco,  red  feathers  excepted,  uhich  I  believe  would 
(til!  find  a  ready  market. 

So  important  are  the  various  Furopean  implement'?,  and  other  eom- 
modities,  now  become  to  ilie  lia])])in('fs  and  comlort  of  thePc  idanders, 
that  I  cannot  avoid  reflecting  with  Captain  Cook  on  the  ver\  deplorable 
condition  to  which  ihefe  good  people  on  a  certainty  niuft  be  reduced, 
fliould  their  communication  with  Europeans  be  ever  at  an  end.  The 
knowledge  they  have  now  acquired  of  the  fuperiority  and  the  fupply 
with  which  they  have  been  furnifhed  of  more  ufeful  injpli-ments.  have 
rendered  thefe,  and  other  European  commodities,  not  only  efleniially 
neceffary  to  their  common  comforts,  but  have  made  them  regardlefs  of 
their  former  tools  and  manufa6lures,  which  are  now  growing  fafl  out  ol 
ufe,  and,  I  may  add,  equally  out  of  remembrance.  Of  this  we  had  con- 
vincing proof  in  the  few  of  their  bone,  or  flone  tools,  or  utenfils,  that 
were  feen  amongfl  tliem ;  thofe  offered  for  fale  were  of  rude  workman- 
fliip,  and  of  an  inferior  kind,  foiely  intended  for  our  market,  to  be 
purchafed  by  way  of  curiofity.  I  am  likewife  well  convinced,  that,  by  a 
very  fmall  addition  to  their  prefent  flock  of  European  cloth,  the  culture 
of  their  cloth-plant,  which  now  feems  much  neglefted,  will  be  iniirely 
difregarded,  and  they  will  rely  upon  the  precarious  fupply  which  may 
be  obtained  from  accidental  vifitors,  for  this  and  many  others  of  the  mofl 
important  requifites  of  focial  life. 

Under  thefe  painful  eonfiderations,  it  manifcflly  appears  that  Euro- 
peans are  bound  by  all  the  laws  .s  humanity,  regularly  to  furnifh  thofe 
wants  which  they  alone  fiave  create,' ;  and  to  afford  the  inhabitants  from 
time  to  time  fupplies  of  fuch  important  ufeful  articles  as  have  been  al- 
ready introduced,  and  which  h.aving  excluded  their  own  native  manu- 
faftures,  are,  in  mofl  refpefts,  become  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  their 
whole  ccconomy  of  life  :  in  return  for  which  a  valuable  confideration 
would  be  received  in  provifions  and  refreflmients,  highly  beneficial  to 
the  traders  who  may  vifit  the  pacific  ocean. 

The  various  manufaftures  in  iron  and  in  cloth  have  become  fo  cfTenti- 
ally  requifite  to  their  common  concerns,  that  inflead  of  thefe  commodities 
being  reduced  in  their  value  by  the  frequent  vifits  of  Europeans,  or  their 
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(applies  of  (bod  and  rclVtflinients  being  Icfs  pleniiful  iii  return,  wc  were 
(er\ed  with  every  article  in  iliegreated  profufion.  Six  liogllieads  of  very 
fine  pork  were  eured  ;  and  had  we  been  better  provided  with  fait,  wc 
might  have  feeiired  ten  times  that  quantity  ;  and  ("ailed  with  a  large  fiip- 
plv  (or  preli'Mt  u(e,  whieh  eoniprehended  as  many  live  hogs  and  vege- 
tables, as  we  eould  (ind  room  to  di("pofe  of;  the  whole  procured  at  leaft 
'joo  per  cent,  cheaper  than  on  any  of  Captain  Cook's  vifiis,  notwith- 
(landing  the  recent  departure  of  the  Pandora. 

Great  alteration  has  taken  place  in  the  military  operations  of  the(e 
people.  On  our  (ird  difcovery  of  thefe  iflands  their  wars  were  princi- 
pally of  a  maritime  nature;  but  at  prelent  it  (hould  feem  they  were 
conducled  in  a  \erv  dilferi'iit  manner.  For  although  Come  of  our  gen- 
tlemen extended  their  exeurlions  to  a  coniiderable  dilhuice,  not  a  finglc 
war  canoe  was  fcen  bv  longing  to  Otaheite.  I  had  much  converfation 
with  Urripiah  on  this  fubject ;  from  whom  I  learned,  that  in  tlu  ir  late 
eontcds  they  had  found  thein  fo  unmanageable,  particularly  when  the 
wind  blew  at  all  (bong,  that  they  had  intirel)-  given  them  up,  and  now 
carried  on  their  enterprizes  by  land,  ufing  the  larger  fort  of  their  com- 
mon canoes,  when  their  wars  were  olfenfive,  to  convey  them  to  the 
place  of  their  dellination,  whieh  was  generally  elfefted  under  cover  of 
the  night,  or  in  dark  rainy  weather. 

The  )'outh  of  Otoo  authorifes  us  to  fay  little  more,  than  he  bore  every 
appearance  of  becoming  a  very  promifing  man.  Some  circumdances  at- 
tendant OH  this  young  monarch  were  fo  ver)-  peculiar  and  extraordinar)', 
as  to  make  a  few  oblervations  indifpenfable.  Among(t  the  firfl  was  tlic 
curious  re(hi6tion  which  prohibited  his  entering  any  of  our  habitations. 
His  father,  when  Otoo,  and  king  of  the  idand,  was  under  no  fuch  inter- 
diction; but,  as  frequently  as  his  inclination  prompted,  vifited  our  (hips 
and  tents  without  attaching  the  inconvenience  which  would  now  have 
fallen  upon  the  people  had  the  young  king  done  the  fame.  Nor  was  the 
grandfather  Taowxhcw  treated  with  that  degree  of  obedience  and  refpett, 
which  is  at  prefcnt  paid  to  him  on  all  occalions.  The  origin  of  the  above 
myfterious  redraint,  or  the  reafoning  on  which  it  lias  been  founded,  I 
could  not  fatisfaftorily  learn.     The  refult,  lio\\eMr,  of  ni)-  inquiries  on 
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this  head  induces  mc  to  believe,  that  a  ccrcmnny  very  limilar  to  tlic  Natche 
of  the  I'Viendly  illands  deCeribcd  by  Captain  Cook,  on  Poulahou's  Ton  be- 
ing permitted  to  eat  in  eompany  witli  his  Cather,  will  be  peilonned  here. 
This  eerenion\'  \:\\\  oeeup\'  a  e()n(ideral)le  Ipaee  of  tinie,  alter  which  lie 
will  no  longer  be  carried  on  men's  llioulders,  but  be  at  liberty  like  others 
to  walk  about ;  but  when  this  was  to  take  place  in  n-fpecl  of  Oloo,  I  could 
not  dilcover ;  for  as  often  as  the  queflion  was  put,  fo  often  the  period 
when  the  event  was  to  take  place  varied.  It  was  likewife  very  remark- 
able, that  we  never  law  any  perfon  of  conlequence  or  refpettabiliiy  about 
the  young  monarch.  Mis  nearell  relations,  ihougli  they  paid  all  pof- 
lible  refpe^t  to  his  high  office,  did  not  appear  to  regard  or  convcric 
with  him  :  and  thofe  whole  duty  it  was  to  attend  him  on  his  jf)urnies 
between  Oparre  and  our  encampment,  were  fervants  from  the  lowed 
order  of  the  people.  Amongll  thefe  was  a  man  named  Peterrah,  who 
apparently  was  a  very  fhrewd,  lenlible  fellow,  on  whole  llioulders  the 
young  king  never  rode,  but  who,  on  all  oceafions,  aded  as  melFenger, 
and  bore  no  higher  olfiee  than  that  of  a  butler,  or  upper  fervant.  I 
had  originally  taken  this  man  for  a  priefl  and  fort  of  preceptor;  but,  on 
repeated  inquiries,  they  always  pointed  to  my  lleward,  as  bearing  the 
lame  olhce  with  that  of  Peterrah. 

Much  encomium,  and  with  great  juflice,  has  been  bellowed  on  tlie 
beautv  of  the  female  inhabitants  of  this  country.  I  cannot  avoid  ac- 
knowledging how  great  was  the  difaj)pointment  I  experienced,  in  con- 
fequcnce  of  the  early  impreinon  I  had  recei\ed  of  their  fuperior  pcr- 
fonal  endowments.  'J'he  natives  themfeKi-s  freely  admit  the  alteration, 
which  in  a  few  )ears  has  taken  place,  and  feein  to  attribute  nuuh  of  the 
eaufe  to  the  lamentable  difeafes  introduced  b)'  European  vifitors,  to 
which  many  of  their  Hnefl.  women,  at  an  early  period  of  life,  have 
lalKii  facrifices.  Beauty  in  this  country,  efpecially  amongll  the  women, 
is  a  flower  that  quickly  bloflbms,  and  as  (juickly  fades:  like  the  perfonal 
accomplilliments  of  the  Creoles  of  America,  theirs  loon  arrive  at  matu- 
rity, remain  but  a  Oiort  time  ltationar\',  and  as  rapidly  decay.  The 
extreme  deficiency  of  female  beauty  on  thefe  iflands  makes  it  fingularly. 
remarkable,  that  fo  large  a  proportion  of  the  crew  belonging  to  the 
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Bounty,  fliould  liavc  become  fo  infatuated  as  to  facrilire  their  country, 
their  honor,  and  their  hves,  to  any  li-male  attarhinenis  at  Oiahciie. 
The  ()bjc<:ls  of  their  particular  regard,  by  wlu)tn  thi'v  h;ive  children,  ve 
frccjuently  faw.  Whatever  luperiority  they  may  be  eniulcd  to  from  their 
mental  accomphfhments,  we  had  no  opportunity  of  alcertaining ;  but 
witJi  refpeft  to  their  pcrfonal  attractions,  they  were  certainly  not  fuch 
as  we  (hould  have  imagined  could  pollibly  have  tempted  Englilhmen  to 
(b  unpardonable  a  breach  of"  their  duty ;  nor  were  any  of"  the  women 
they  leletk-d,  perfons  of  the  leaft  power  or  conlii'quencc  in  the  ifland. 

The  Kuropean  animals  and  plants  depofited  here  by  Captain  Cook, 
and  other  naviirators,  with  the  hope  of  their  future  increaie,  I  have  al- 
ready had  occalion  to  rc<j;ret.  had  been  ahnod  intirely  dcftrojed  in  the 
late  conflicts  of  the  C(mtending  parties.  My  concern  at  this  circum- 
Itance  was  greativ  augmented,  not  only  by  my  having  little  in  my  pow- 
er with  which  I  could  re])lace  them,  but  in  the  confidence  of  their 
now  lucceeding  could  I  have  ("urnilhed  a  fupply  ;  as  the  recent  altera- 
tion which  has  taken  place  in  the  government,  allorded  reafonable 
grounds  to  believe  that,  whatever  I  might  have  bellowed  on  the  prefent 
occafion,  would  have  been  carefully  protected.  To  the  race  of  animals, 
I  could  add  but  two  Ca])e  geele  and  a  gander.  We  planted  fome  vine 
cuttings  that  had  llourilhed  extremely  well  on  board;  with  fome  orange 
and  lemon  trees  ;  and  an  affortment  of  garden  feeds;  but  a;  nature  has 
been  fo  very  bountiful  in  the  variety  of  vegetables  llie  has  bellowed  on 
this  country,  the  natives  feem  to  polTefs  little  defire  for  any  addition  ; 
and,  if  a  judgment  is  to  be  formed,  by  the  deplorable  (late  in  which  we 
found  the  feveral  fpots  where  foreign  plants  and  feeds  had  been  depo- 
fited, we  had  little  reafon  to  be  fanguine  in  the  fuccefs  of  our  garden- 
ing. Nor  do  I  believe  fuch  attempts  will  ever  fucceed  until  fome  Eu- 
ropeans lliall  remain  on  the  ifland,  and,  by  the  force  of  their  example, 
excite  in  the  inhabitants  a  defire  of  cultivating  the  foil  by  their  manual 
labour,  to  which  at  prefent  they  are  almoft  Grangers. 

The  ava,  and  the  cloth  plant  in  a  fmall  proportion,  are  the  only  ve- 
getables which  the  Otaheiteans  take  the  lead:  trouble  to  cultivate.  Some 
few  indilferent  fhaddocks,  a  little  tolerably  good  maize,  a  few  pods  of  the 
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capficon,  and  fome  very  coarli-  radifhes,  were  the  only  prorliif lions  I 
faw  f'ronj  the  various  and  nimjerous  vegftabic  exotics,  ihai,  liom  time 
to  time,  have  been  inlrofluccrl  into  tliis  ilhind. 

The  milk  of  goats  not  having  been  appiopii.iied  to  any  nfe  and  the 
animal  not  being  liilHcientlv  fat  t<)rthcta(te  ot  thefe  people,  they  have 
fallen  into  difrepute,  and  become  fcarce.  I  collcded,  however,  a  Uiffi- 
cient  number  to  ertablilh  a  breed  of  thole  animals  on  the  Sandwich 
iflands,  in  cale  I  (hould  there  (iiid  tliem  acceptable  to  the  inhabitants. 

The  few  adronomical  and  nautical  oblervations,  here  made,  tending 
only  to  our  own  ufeful  and  necelliiry  purpofes,  will  conclude  our  tranf- 
a6tions  at  Otaheite,  and  are  as  under,  viz. 

Eighteen  fits  of  meridian  obfervations  of  the  zenith 
diftances  of  the  fun  and  liars,  gave  the  latitude  of  the  ob- 
fervatory  by  their  mean  refult  .  .  -  17"  30' 20' 

Its  longitude,  by  the  chronometer,  allowing  the  Dufky 
bay  rate,  to  the  191I1  of  January  at  noon  -  -         209"  58' 

Its  longitude  to  the  fame  time,  allowing  the  Portfmouth 
rate  -  -  -  -  -  -  211°  18' 

Its  longitude  by  eighteen  fets  of  diftances,  by  my  fex- 
tants,  of  ([  a  O,  eafl  of  her  ...  210"  31' 53" 

Its  true  longitude,  as  determined  by  Captain  Cook  210"  24'  15" 

By  our  obfervations  made  at  the  obfervatory  the  firfl  day,  viz.  the 
7th  of  January,  on  allowing  the  Dufky  bay  rate,  the  chronometer  gave 
the  longitude  209°  55' 45",  from  which  day  to  the  19th  inflant  inciufivc, 
being  twelve  days  obfervations  of  equal  altitudes,  it  was  found  gaining 
at  the  rate  of  4"  2'"  per  day,  and  fall  of  mean  time  at  Greenwich,  on 
the  20th  at  noon,  31' 42"  46'".  Allowing  the  chronometer  this  error, 
and  the  above  rate  of  going  fince  we  difcovered  the  ifland  of  Oparo, 
tlie  difference  of  the  longitude  between  it  and  point  Venus,  will  by  fuch 
means  be  5°i4'45"weR,  and  confequently  its  longitude,  by  that  mode 
of  calculating,  would  be  2 15°  39' ;  my  obfervations  however  place  it  in 
215°  58' 20";  the  mean  between  the  two  215"  48' 40",  I  fhould  fuppofe 
can  be  liable  to  little,  if  any  error ;  and  as  fuch  I  fhall  adopt  it  for  the 
true  longitude  of  that  ifland.  This  is  further  authorifed  on  finding,  that  by 
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nearly  the  fame  number  of  obfervations,  made  with  the  fame  Inflru- 
ments  at  point  Venus,  and  tlie  fu"  on  the  fame  fide  the  moon  as  when 
the  obfervations  were  taken  off  Oparo,  I  placed  that  point  7'  38"  to  the 
eaftward  of  the  truth. 

Mr.  Arnold's  chronometer  on  board  the  Chatham,  when  taken  to  the 
obfervatory,  was  found  to  be  fall  of  mean  time  at  Greenwich  on  the 
20th  of  January  at  noon  2°  10' 25"  46'",  and  to  be  gaining  at  the  rate  of 
I9"5i"'24""perday. 

The  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle,  with  all  our  cards,  and  com- 
pafles,  in  fifteen  fets  of  azimuths,  varied  from  7^30' to  5"  30'  cad  varia- 
tion, giving  their  mean  refult  6"  1 2',  and  the  vertical  inclination  as  un- 
der: 

Marked  end,  North  face  Eaft  -  -  -  30°  15' 

Ditto,  ditto  Well  -         ,    -  -  31°  13 

Ditto,  South  face  Eafi;  ...  30°  43' 

Ditto,  ditto  Weft  ...  30°  47' 


The  mean  vertical  inclination  of  the  South  point  of  the  dip- 
ping needle  -..-..        30° 
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BOOK  THE  SECOND. 

Visit  the  Sandwich  Islands;  proceed  to  survey  the 
COAST  OF  New  Albion  ;  pass  through  an  inland 
navigation;  transactions  at  Nootka;  arrive  at 
Port  St.  Francisco. 

CHAPTER  I. 

Pajfage  to  the  Sandwich  ijlands — Arrive  off  Owhyhee — Vijitfroni  Tianna 
and  other  chiefs — Leave  Towereroo  at  Oiohyhee — Proceed  to  leeward — 
Anchor  in  Whyteete  bay  in  Waohoo — Arrival  at  Attowai. 
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'UR  friends  ha\'ing  quitted  us  foon  after  noon  on  tuefday  the  24th, 
we  dirc6led  our  courle  to  the  northward,  and  notwithllanding  we  had 
now  been  nearly  ten  months  abfciit  from  England,  it  was  not  until  tlie 
prefent  moment  that  our  voyage  could  be  confidered  as  commenced  ; 
having  now  for  the  firfl;  time  pointed  our  vefTels'  heads  towards  the  grand 
object  of  the  expedition.  I  cannot  help  mentioning  that  I  felt,  on  this 
cccafion,  very  confidcrable  regret  for  the  little  progrefs  we  had  hitherto 
made.  It  was  no^''  within  a  few  days  of  the  time  1  had  calculated, 
agreeably  to  th  ■  arrangements  in  England,  that  we  (hould  be  quitting 
the  Sandwich  iflands,  which  were  yet  at  the  remote  dillance  of  nearly 
800  leagues.  One  fatisfadory  refleftion  however  was,  that  we  had  not 
been  retarded  by  any  mifpent  time,  or  inexcufable  delays ;  and  that  al- 
though a  month  had  been  devoted  to  the  examination  of  the  fouth-wefl 
part  of  New  Holland,  that  period  was,  without  doubt,  not  unprofitahly 
employed.  Adverle  winds,  and  the  indifferent  failing  of  the  vcflels  had 
principally  operated  to  prevent  our  being  further  advanced. 
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A  liglu  eaflwardly  breeze  brought  us  in  the  afternoon  within  fight  oF 
Titeroa,  and  at  fun  fet  that  ifland  bore  by  compafs  from  n.  by  w.  to 
K.  by  I..;  Oiaheite  s.e.  to  s. ;  and  Morea  s.s.w.  to  s.w.  Our  pro- 
grcfs  was  fo  flow  that,  at  noon  the  next  day,  wc  obferved  in  latitude 
17""  1',  Morea  bearing  by  compafs  s.  24  w.  to  s,8  w.;  Otaheite  s.  11  e. 
to  s.  41  iL.  and  Titeroa  N.  85  k.  to  N.  45  e.  about  three  or  four  miles 
diftant.  Some  of  the  inhabitants  vifited  us  from  this  ifland,  and  brought 
a  few  fowls,  fiOi,  and  cocoa  nuts  to  barter.  Tlic  weather  falling  calm, 
and  the  fliip  drifting  faR  in  with  the  land,  we  were  employed  until  fun 
fet  in  towing  her  I'rom  it.  At  this  time  a  light  breeze  fpringing  up 
from  the  fouih  the  boats  were  taken  on  board,  and  all  fail  made  to  the 
northward;  but  fo  tardily  did  we  proceed  diat,  on  the  27th  in  the  morn- 
ing, Otaheite  and  Morea  were  (till  in  fight  afl:ern.  We  continued  mov- 
ing at  this  gentle  rate  until  wednefday  the  ift  of  february,  at  which 
time  we  had  reached  only  the  latitude  of  13°  54',  longitude  209°  53'. 
The  wind  had  been  variable,  though  chiefly  from  the  eaftern  quarter, 
^\'ith  tolerably  fair  weather.  From  this  period  our  progrefs  was  fome- 
what  accelerated.  We  were  daily  vifited  by  numerous  birds  which  in- 
habit the  low  half  drowned  iflands  of  this  ocean,  varying  in  their  kinds 
as  well  as  numbers,  until  the  8th,  when,  in  latitude  4°  ^6',  and  longi- 
tude 209"  15',  thev  appeared  to  have  intirely  defer  ted  us.  During  this 
laft  week  the  weather  had  been  clear,  though  very  fultry,  with  a  mode- 
rate breeze  betvv^een  the  e.n.e.  and  n.n.e.  The  dead  reckoning  had 
hitherto  varied  about  half  a  degree  only  to  the  weflward  of  the  chrono- 
meter ;  but  as  we  now  advanced,  we  found  a  very  ftrong  wcftwardly 
current,  which  affctled  us  fo  much,  that  when  we  reached  the  equator, 
which  was  about  noon  on  the  12th,  our  longitude  by  account  was 
210°  35',  although  by  the  chronometer  we  were  then  in  207°  38'  only. 
This  afternoon  a  few  birds  were  again  fcen  about  the  fhip;  the  winds 
and  weather  continued  nearly  the  fame,  attended  with  a  h(\ivy  northerly 
fwell,  which  continued  to  be  very  unpleafant,  and  gent  lly  from  the 
N.  E.  After  crofling  the  line,  the  current  feemed  to  fet  to  the  north  welt- 
ward,  until  in  latitude  4°  54'  north,*  longitude  by  the  chronometer  204°  4', 
by  the  dead  reckoning  209°  22',  which  proved,  that  fince  we  had  entered 
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the  northern  heinifphere,  we  had  been  fet,  in  the  courfe  of  three  days,  'vg*- 
81' to  the  wcftward,  and  50' to  the  north.  From  this  point  the  current  »  -,-  _' 
ceafed  to  fet  to  the  weftward,  but  continued  its  norihern  direftion,  in- 
chning  a  httle  to  the  ead,  at  tlie  rate  of  4  to  5  leagues  per  day.  Seve- 
ral birds,  which  had  been  our  conftant  attendants  hnce  the  12th,  became 
very  fcarce  after  this  evening.  The  trade  wind  between  n.e.  and  k.n.i:. 
blew  a  frelli  gale.  Tlie  weather  in  general  was  cloudy,  with  fqualls, 
accompanied  with  a  very  heavy  fea  from  the  eaftward. 

The  fky,  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  being  tolerably  clear,  I  was  Thuifdjyifi. 
enabled  to  obtain  fix  fets  of  dillanccs  of  ([  a  ©,  the  mean  refult  of  which 
gave  the  longitude  204"  5'  53",  the  chronometer  fticwed  204°  6'  1 5" ;  lati- 
tude 6°  14'.  Very  few  birds  were  now  to  be  feen;  but  in  the  morning  one 
or  two  turtles  were  obfcrved.  The  wind  prevailing  to  the  northward  of 
N.E.  ;  rendered  our  reaching  the  Sandwich  iflands,  without  being  firll  led 
a  confiderable  diftance  beyond  them,  a  very  doubtful  circumftance. 
This  induced  me  to  take  advantage  of  the  current,  which  ftill  continued 
to  fet  to  the  northward ;  and  by  (landing  to  the  eaflward  or  northward 
as  the  wind  veered,  on  the  23d  we  reached  the  latitude  of  12"  i8',  the  Thuirday23. 
longitude  by  the  chronometer  203"  16',  and  by  the  dead  reckoning  207° 
42'.  The  wind  now  blew  a  moderate  breeze  mollly  from  the  eaflward  ; 
which  permitted  us  to  make  a  courfe  good,  a  little  to  the  eaftward  of 
north. 

On  the  26th,  the  mean  refult  of  fix  fets  of  diftances  d  a  O  gave  the  Sunday  26. 
longitude  at  noon  203"  48',  the  chronometer  203°  40',  by  the  dead  reck- 
oning 208°  23',  the  latitude  15°  25'. 

The  wind,  which  was  light,  continued  between  the  eaft  and  n.e.  at- 
tended with  a  hollow  rolling  fwell  from  the  n.vv.  On  wednefday,  in  la- 
titude 17°  22',  longitude  203*30',  after  a  few  hours  calm,  towards  fun- 
fct  a  breeze  fprang  up  from  the  n.w.  We  now  ftood  to  the  n.n.e.; 
which  courfe,  by  day-light  on  thurfday  the  ift,  of  march,  brought  us  in 
fight  of  Owhyhce,  bearing  by  compafs  from  north  to  N.  by  e.  about  24 
leagues  diftant. 

The  order  for  prohibiting  general  trade  with  the  Indians  was  again 
i-ead  to  the  fhip's  company.     A  particular  attention  to  fuch  legulations 
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AV'ith  prrfons  circumdnnccd  as  ve  were,  was  not  only  of  material  im- 
portance, but  was  abfolutely  indiCpenfable. 

As  the  (lay  advanced,  wliich  was  delightfully  pleafant,  the  wind  gradually 
veered  round  to  the  north-eaRu'ard,  which  enabled  us  ihortl)-  after  noon  to 
fleer  for  the  fouth  point  of  Owhyhee,  then  bearing  by  oompafs  N.  8  w.  14 
leagues  dillant.  Our  latitude  was  now  18°  9',  longitude  per  dead  reckoning 
209°  33';  by  the  chronometer  204°  19',  which  latter  is  to  be  received 
as  the  true  longitude,  notwithftanding  the  difference  of  5°  14';  for  fo 
much  had  mc  been  affefled  by  wellern  or  lee  currents,  in  performing 
this  very  long  and  tedious  paffage.  About  midnight,  we  paffed  to  the 
weftward  of  the  fouth  point  of  Owhyhee ;  and,  in  the  hope  of  procuring 
fome  provifions  and  refrelhments,  as  we  failed  paft  the  well  coaft  of  this 
ifland  we  kept  clofe  in  fliore. 

Friday  2.  In  the  moming,  with  a  light  breeze  from  the  land,  at  the  diflance  of 

about  3  miles,  we  ftood  along  fliore  to  the  northward.  Several  canoes 
came  off  with  a  fupply  of  pigs,  and  vegetables  ;  amongfl;  the  latter  were 
fome  very  excellent  water  melons  :  the  natives,  however,  demanded  a 
very  exorbitant  return  for  thefe  refrcfhmcnts,  and  feemed  very  indiffe- 
rent about  trading,  or  having  any  other  communication  with  us.     At 

Saturday  3.  noon  on  faturday,  with  very  pleafant  weather  and  light  breezes,  generally 
from  off  the  land,  Karakakooa  bore  north  about  5  miles  diftant ;  and 
we  had  now  the  fatisfa6lion  of  finding  our  chronometer,  allowing  the 
Otaheitean  rate,  to  agree  within  a  few  feconds  of  its  longitude  as  fettled 
by  Captain  Cook.  The  Portfmouth  rate  made  it  1°  iS'to  the  eaftward. 
On  board  the  Chatham,  Mr.  Arnold's  chronometer  erred  24'  to  -the 
weftward;  according  to  its  rate  of  going  as  fettled  at  Otaheitc. 

The  fteep  precipice  which  forms  the  north  fule  of  Karakiykooa  bay, 
renders  it  too  remarkable  to  be  eafily  miftaken,  cfpecially  as  the  inte- 
rior country  rifes  thence  more  abruptly  than  from  the  coaft  to  the  north 
or  fouth  of  the  bay ;  which,  although  prefenling  both  wood-land  and 
cultivated  country  above  the  barren  rocky  (hores  where  the  habitations 
of  the  natives  arc  chiefly  fitu.itcd,  is,  ncverthclefs,  in  a  great  degree  def- 
titute  of  that  diverfity  of  prorpe6l  which  might  have  been  expeticdhere, 
and  which  is  alfo  the  general  chara6tcr  of  all  this  fide  of  the  ifland. 

Several 
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St'\cral  canoes  hiiving  flood  to  lea  after  us  in  tlu*  morning,  wo  now 
brought  to,  for  tlic  purpofc  of  trading  v.ith  them  ;  and  were  fooii  honored 
with  avifit  from  Tianna,  the  perfon  mentioned  in  Mr.  Mears's  voyage. 
He  was  received  in  a  manner  asjreeablc  to  tlie  diflintruiflied  charatler  he 
had  been  repref'entrd  to  fuj)port,  and  which,  from  \us  grateful  inquiries 
after  liis  patron,  lie  appeared  to  deferve.  This  complimentary  converfa- 
tion  he  feemed  defirous  of  fpeedily  putting  an  end  to,  being  very  anxi- 
ous to  acquaint  us,  that,  fince  his  return  from  China,  he  had  refided 
on  this  ifland,  where  many  fevere  eonfli6ls  had  taken  place ;  in  which 
he  had  taken  part  with  Tamaah-maaha,  againfl  Teamawheere,  who,  it 
feemed,  had,  fince  the  death  of  Tereeoboo,  fliared  the  government  with 
Tamaah-maaha.  In  one  of  thefe  battles  lianna  having  fhot  Teamawheere, 
a  complete  viftory  was  gained,  and  thefe  two  chiefs  agreed  to  divide 
the  ifland  between  them,  Tamaah-maaha  becoming  the  fovereign  over 
the  three  northern,  and  Tianna  of  the  three  fouthern  diflrifts. 

Underflanding  that  I  purpofed  going  dire£lly  to  the  Leeward  iflands, 
Tianna  requeffed  he  might  be  permitted  to  accompany  us,  and,  with 
his  wives  and  retinue,  to  fleep  on  board;  with  which  requefl  I  thought 
proper  to  comply.  From  the  charafter  given  of  this  chief*,  I  was  not 
a  little  furprized  to  find  him  totally  ignorant  of  our  language,  and  una- 
able  to  pronounce  a  fingle  word  articulately  ;  but  by  our  knowledge  of  his 
fpeech  we  foon  underflood,  that,  fince  the  preceding  autumn,  not  any 
\'efrel  had  arrived ;  that  about  that  time  three  or  four  American  brigs,  and 
one,  in  which  was  Mr.  Colnett,  belonging  to  Macao,  had  vifited  the 
iflahds  ;  and,  that  it  was  not  poffible  for  any  veffels  to  touch  at  the 
other  iflands,  without  himfelf  and  the  people  of  Owhyhee  being  inform- 
ed of  their  arrival.  This  intelligence  made  me  defpair  of  meeting  the 
ftore-fhip,  and  the  hope  which  I  had  fo  long  indulged,  as  a  compenfa- 
tion  for  the  tardy  progrefs  which  circumflances  had  hitherto  compelled 
us  to  make,  now  feemed  intirely  to  vanifli. 

Tianna  viewed  every  tranfa6tion  on  board  with  attentive  admiration, 
whilfl  our  numbers  feemed  to  create  in  his  mind  a  degree  of  furprizc  he 
was  unable  to  fubdue.  In  the  courfe  of  the  evening  he  held  frequent 
converfations  with  Towereroo,  and  during  the  night  he  was  feveral  times 
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on  deck,  endeavouring  to  aCoertain  the  number  of  men  on  duty  in  tlic 
diHcreni  parts  of  the  (hip. 

'I'he  retinue  of  Tianna  on  this  oceafion  was  to  eonfid  of  a  confidcra- 
l)le  number  ;  part  were  to  attend  him  on  board  the  Difcovcry,  and  the 
remainder  was  to  proceed  in  the  Cliatham.  His  refidence  was  a  little  to 
the  north  of  Karakakooa  ;  and  as  it  was  propofed  his  fuite  (hould  be 
taken  on  board  the  next  afternoon,  wc  kept  oil  that  flation.  A  mef- 
fengcr,  apparently  of  fonie  confequencc,  was  difpatched  to  the  (here 
with  diretlions  for  this  purj)ofe  the  {)receding  evening :  in  the  forenoon, 
however,  feveral  confultations  took  place  with  thole  about  him,  which 
finally  ended  in  his  declining  to  accompany  us  to  Attowai.  The  conver- 
fation  he  had  held  with  Towereroo  had  induced  him  to  believe,  that  the 
fervices  of  this  lad  might  be  of  great  importance  to  him  ;  and  as  he  pro- 
mifed  Towereroo  a  very  handfome  eflablilhnient,  of  houfe,  land,  and 
other  advantages,  I  thought  it  advifeable  to  fix  him  with  Tianna  for  the 
prefent,  that,  on  my  return  in  the  winter,  I  might  be  enabled  to  form 
fome  judgment  of  his  treatment.  Morotoi,  the  native  idand  of  Towereroo, 
was  in  a  Itate  of  great  confufion,  in  confequence  of  its  being  the  gene- 
ral rendez.vous  of  Tiieere  and  Taio,  the  fovereigns  of  Woahoo  and 
Attowai,  who  were  then  meditating  a  war  againfl;  this  ifland.  This  was 
an  additional  reafon  for  confenting  to  the  arrangement.  Towereroo, 
though  exceedingly  anxious  to  accept  Tianna'^  offer,  feemed  to  enter- 
tain great  doubts  as  to  the  future  fafety  of  himfelf  and  his  property  ;  to 
the  laft  moment  he  had  his  choice  of  remaining  on  board,  or  departing 
with  Tianna  ;  and,  notwithftanding  he  did  not  hefitatc  to  prefer  the  lat- 
ter, vet  he  earneftly  requefted  the  few  clothes  he  had  left,  and  the  articles 
I  had  given  him,  fince  our  leaving  Otaheite,  might  be  taken  care  of  on 
board,  until  our  return  :  and  he  would  take  with  him  a  very  fmall 
alTortment  of  the  different  articles  of  traffic  only,  to  fupply  his  prefent 
neceffities. 

As  Tianna  had  feveral  goats,  I  did  not  prefent  him  with  any  of  thefe 
animals,  but  made  him  very  happy  by  giving  him  fome  vine  and  orange 
plants,  fome  almonds,  and  an  affortment  of  garden  feeds,  to  all  of 
which  he  promifed  the  mofl  particular  care  and  attention.  After  re- 
ceiving 
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ceiving  Ibnie  arce[)tal)lc  valuables  in  return  for  ten  fmall  hogs,  he  took 
his  leave  of  us  with  Towercroo  al)out  five  in  the  afternoon  ;  and  though 
he  alfedcd  to  be  pretty  well  fali->fie(l  with  Ins  reeeptioii,  and  flattered 
with  being  fainted  with  four  guns  on  his  (!e])arture,  \x-i  it  was  very 
evident  he  was  extremely  (lifapi)ointed  and  ehagrined  in  not  having 
been  able  to  proeure  any  (ire  anus  or  annnunition  ;  whieh  were  anx- 
ioufly  folieited,  not  only  by  hinifelf  but  by  all  his  countrymen,  and  by 
us  as  uniformly  refuled. 

To  the  care  of  Towereroo  I  intruded  a  letter,  addreffed  to  the  officer 
commanding  the  velfel  charged  with  flores  and  provifions  for  our  fer- 
vice,  acquainting  him  with  our  departure  from  Owhyhce,  and  of  my  in- 
tention to  call  at  the  Leeward  iflands  to  recruit  our  water,  after  which, 
we  fliould  proceed  immediately  to  the  coaft  of  America  :  and  I  dire6icd 
him  to  follow  us  thither  without  lofs  of  time,  agreeably  to  the  arrange- 
ments I  had  previoufly  made  with  the  Secretary  of  State's  office. 

As  we  (UxkI  along  {hore  with  a  light  breeze,  we  were  in  the  evening 
greatly  furprized  on  being  hailed,  froin  a  large  canoe  which  was  meeting 
us,  in  broken  Englifii ;  demanding,  who  we  were,  and  to  what  country 
we  belonged,  and  very  civilly  requefling  to  be  admitted  on  board.  This 
being  granted,  the  fj)eaker  pro\ed  to  be  a  young  man  named  Tarehooa,  a 
native  of  Attowai,  who  had  accompanied  a  Mr.  John  Ingram  command- 
ing an  American  fhip  laden  with  furs,  from  North  Weft  America,  bound 
to  Bofton  in  New  England  by  the  way  of  China.  Tarehooa  had  been 
with  Mr.  Ingram  in  North  America  about  feven  months,  and  had  re- 
turned in  a  brig  with  him  fome  months  before. 

His  prefent  mader,  he  informed  me,  was  a  chief  named  Kahovymotoo, 
of  great  importance,  and  nearly  equal  in  confequence  with  Tianna ;  and 
who  like  him  had  been  very  inftrumental  in  gaining  for  Tamaah-maaha  the 
fovereignty  of  the  whole  illand.  We  were  inftantly  made  known  to  this 
chief,  who  prefented  me  with  a  letter  written  in  Spanifh,  dated  "  Sloop 
Princefs  Royal,  march  28,  1791."  (probably  the  fame  veffel  that  was 
captured  at  Nootka)  attended  by  an  Englifh  tranflation  of  the  fame 
date,  and  both  figned  "  Emanuel  Kimper;"  recommending  in  the 
llrongcft  terms  Tamaah-maaha,  Tianna,  and  this  chief  Kahowmotoo,  for 

their 
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their  having,  on  all  occnfions,  (hewn  Mr.  Kimpcr  and  his  people  every 
mark  of  friendly  attention  and  hofpiialiiy.  Kahowmotoo  prefented  me 
with  three  fine  hogs,  for  which  in  reiinn  he  received  ample  compenfa- 
tion;  but,  like  Tiannn,  was  much  moriilicd  that  it  had  not  been  made 
in  arms  or  ammunition.  He  requeflcd  to  deep  on  board,  and  that  his 
canoe  might  be  taken  in  tow,  in  both  of  which  he  was  indujgi-d.  Much 
converfation  took  place  in  the  evening.  He  confinned  the  account 
given  by  Tianna  of  the  non-arrival  of  an}'  vefl'els  for  fomc  months 
pad,  and  the  wars  which  had  taken  place  ;  but  it  was  excelTively  difficult 
to  reconcile  the  ftory  he  told  of  Tianna,  with  that  which  Tianna  had 
related  of  himfelf.  Tiannd's  atchicvements  he  readily  admitted,  and 
candidly  allowed  him  great  merit  for  his  military  exploits  ;  but  denied 
his  having  equal  power  with  Tainaah-maaha ;  faying,  there  was  but  one 
aree  de  hoi  over  all  Owhyhee,  and  he  was  Tamaah-maaha;  and  that  if 
Tianna  was  an  aree  de  hoi,  fo  alfo  mull  he  be,  and  other  chiefs  of 
equal  confequenee  with  Tianna   and  himfelf. 

This  inftance  will  ferve  to  illuflrate  how  very  difficult  it  is,  according 
to  our  comprehcnfion  of  their  language,  to  obtain  matter  of  facl  from 
thefe  people  ;  and  that  nothing  fliort  of  indefatigable  labour  can  obtain 
the  truth,  and  correal  information,  from  man  in  fo  early  a  ftate  of 
civilization. 

The  next  morning  we  were  abreaft  of  the  fouth  point  of  Toca-yah- 
ha  bay,  near  which  is  Kahozmnotoo'a  refidence.  It  was  a  great  pleafure 
to  obferve  the  avidity,  with  which  all  the  chiefs  who  had  vifited  the  fhip 
fought  after  the  vegetable  produ6lions  we  had  brought ;  which,  if  at- 
tended to,  will  in  future  add  to  their  prefent  abundant  produftion. 
Kahowmotoo  was  very  anxious  to  obtain  every  acquifition  of  this  fort, 
and  was  made  very  happy  by  receiving  fome  fine  orange  plants,  and  a 
packet  of  different  garden  feeds  ;  and  likewife  a  goat  and  kid.  With 
thefe  valuables  he  appeared  to  be  highly  delighted,  and  promifed  to  give 
them  his  greateft  care  and  attention. 

Tareehooa,  M'ho  preferred  the  name  of  Jack,  had  been  with  Mr. 
Ingram  in  the  capacity  of  a  fervant;  but  was  now  promoted  to  the 
office  of  interpreter  in  the  fervice  of  this  chief,  which  he  by  no  means 
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badly  executed.  Jack  was  extremely  folicitous  to  remain  on  board,  and 
to  accompany  us  on  our  voyage.  As  be  appeared  to  be  a  very  fhrewd 
aftivc  follow,  and  there  was  a  probability  of  his  being  made  uleful,  I  Mondays. 
accepted  of  his  fervices,  to  which  the  chief  confented,  though  with  a 
mixture  of  regret,  and  a  friendly  regard  for  Jack's  future  advantage  and 
fuccefs.  After  being  faluted  with  four  guns,  a  compliment  which  Tianna 
had  received,  and  taking  a  very  affe6lionate  leave  of  his  interpreter, 
Kahoxcmoloo  departed  with  the  mofl  friendly  affurance,  that  whenever  we 
fhould  think  proper  to  vifit  his  diftrift,  we  fhould  be  abundantly  fup- 
plied  with  refrefhments. 

A  light  breeze,  cliicfly  from  the  fouth,  advanced  us  flowly  towards 
the  north  point  of  Owhyhee,  until  the  trade  wind  at  e.n.e.  no  longer 
intercepted  by  the  high  mountains  which  compofe  the  illand,  met  us  ; 
when  we  directed  our  courfe  towards  Woahoo.  Early  in  the  morning 
of  the  6th,  being  well  in  with  the  ifland  of  Tahoorowa,  the  Chatham's  TucMay  C, 
fignal  was  made  to  denote  our  fituation  in  bearing  up  along  the  fouth 
fide  of  that  ifland ;  but  as  neither  this  nor  fome  previous  fignals  had 
been  acknowledged,  I  concluded  the  Chatham  had  remained  becalmed 
under  the  high  land  of  Owhyhee ;  whilft  we  had  benefited  by  a  very  fine 
gale,  owing  to  our  being  a  little  further  advanced ;  and  Woahoo  being  our 
next  appointed  rendezvous,  a  long  feparation  could  not  be  apprehended. 
The  trade  wind  blew  flrons:  from  the  N.  e.  until  we  were  under  the  lee 
of  Ranai,  when  light  and  variable  winds  fucceeded.  At  noon  Tahoo- 
rowa by  compafs  bore  s.88  e.  ;  the  s.w.  part  of  Mowec  n.  79  e.;  the 
eaft  point  of  Ranai  \'.6oe.  ;  fouth  point  N.20E.;  north  weft  point 
N.  18  w. ;  and  the  weftern  part  of  Morotoi  indiftinftly  feen,  bore  n.n.w. 
In  this  fituation  the  latitude  was  obferved  to  be  20°  41',  longitude  by  the 
chronometer  203"  2'.  The  Ibuth  point  of  Ranai  being  the  neareft  land, 
was  about  four  miles  diftant,  and  was  placed  by  our  obfervations  1'  fouth, 
and  5.i-  to  the  weft  of  the  fituation  alfigned  to  it  by  Captain  King.  In 
the  afternoon  fome  few  of  the  natives  vifited  us  from  Ranai,  merely,  I 
believe  to  fatisfy  their  curiofity,  as  they  brought  with  them  fcarcely  any 
thing  for  barter.  Indeed,  the  dreary  and  defolate  appearance  of  their 
ifland,  fecmed  a  fufficient  apology  for  their  coming  empty  handed.    The 
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appaiont   linility  of  the  iilajid,  and  the  lew  fcattorcd  miforable  habita- 
tions which  we  were  al)le  with  our  glaffes  to  difcern,  iii(heated  the  part 
of  it  now  prefentfd  to  our  view  to  he  very  thinly  inhal)itc(l,  and  incapa- 
ble of  affording  any  of  its  j)rodiidions   to  (hangers.     During  the  after- 
noon we  proceeded  to  tlie  north  along  the  weU  fide  of  Ranai;  and,  to- 
wards fun-fct  again  met  the  trade  wind,  wliich  about  midnight  brought 
us  in    fight    of  Woahoo,    bearing  by  compafs  well  6  or  7  miles  dillant. 
Wdncf.  7.     We  plied  until  day  light,  when  we  direded  our  courle  along  the  fouth 
fide  of  that  illand.  whofecaflern  Hiores  bear  a  fimilar  defolaie  appearance 
tothofeof  Ranai,  and  are  principally  compofed  of  barren  locks  and  high 
precipices,  which  fall  perpendicuhirly  into  the  fea.     We  did  not  pals  at  a 
greater  dillance  than  a  league,  vet  verdure  or  cultivation  was  not  any 
where  to  be  feen.     From  its  call  point  the  north  eafl  fide  of  Woahoo 
takes  a  diretlion  n.  33  \v.  off"  which  are  fcattered  fome  final!  detached 
iflets  and  rocks ;  the  northernmofl:  of  thefe  which  we  faw,  is  a  low  flat 
rock,  lying  from  the  eall  point  N.22  w.  3  or  4  leagues  diflant;  and  near 
the  (liore  was  a  hill  whole  fummit  bears  the  appearance  of  a  volcanic 
crater.     The  land  to  the  north  of  the  eafl  point  feemed  much  indented, 
but  whether  capable  of  affording  any  fhelter  or  not,  we  were  too  far  off 
to  difcern.     On  the  fouth  eaft  part  of  this  ifland  are  two  remarkable  pro- 
montories, which  lie  from  each  other  s.8i  w,  and  N.81  k.  about  7  miles 
afunder  ;    the  firflor  eallernmoft  of  thefe  is  formed  of  barren  rocky  cliffs, 
fifing  fo  fuddenly  from  the  fea,  that  to  all  appearance  veffels  might  brufh 
their  fides  in  palfing  tliem ;  w  hence  the  land  falls  a  little  back,  and  forms  a 
fliallow  bay  in  a  northern  direftion,  where  the  different  colours  in  the 
water   indicated  a  rocky   bottom  ;    on  the  beach  the  furf  broke  very 
violently,  behind  which  a  lagoon  extended  fome  diffance  to  the  north- 
ward.    Should  the  bottom  be  found  good,  veffels  might  ride  in  this  bay 
tolerably  well  protected  againfl  the  general  trade  wind  ;  but  as  our  place 
of  rendezvous  was  round  the  fecond  promontory,  we  did  not  examine 
it  in  a  more  particular  manner.     Continuing  our  courfe,  about  nine  we 
hauled  round  the  reef  which  lies  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  that 
point,  and  had  foundings  from  22  to  10  fathoms;  in  which  latter  depth 
of  water  we  anchored  about  ten  o'clock,  the  bottom  fund  and  pieces  of 
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fmall  coral.  This  promontory,  which  is  thi'  fouth  point  of  the  ifland, 
has  alfo  on  its  top  the  apjx'arance  of  a  crater,  formed  hy  volcanic 
eruptions;  this  bore  hy  compafs  N.82  e.  ;  the  outward  pari  of  the  reef 
s.  81  I'..  ;  the  wellernniod  jjart  of  the  hind  in  fight  n.  82  w. ;  a  break  in 
the  reef,  which  extends  at  irregular  diflances  along  the  fhore,  N.20W.  ; 
a  low  fandy  point,  near  the  weft  end  of  a  large  Indian  village  n.  7  w, ; 
and  the  middle  of  the  village,  (where,  the  natives  informed  us,  we  might 
land  in  ])erfe61  fafcty  with  our  boats,)  n.n.e.  about  2  miles  dillant. 
We  examined  a  confiderable  fpace  around  the  fliip,  and  found  in  fliore 
the  fame  dcfeription  of  bottom,  though  the  coral  which  principally 
compofed  it  was  of  fo  foft  a  nature,  as  to  caufe  little  apprchenfion 
for  the  fafety  of  our  cables.  The  depth  of  water  within  us  gradually 
decreafcd  to  6  fathoms,  and  without,  to  the  diftance  of  nearly  a  mile, 
as  gradually  increafed  to  25  and  30  fathoms,  where  the  bottom  was  found 
to  be  a  fine  grey  fand. 

As  our  quarter  deck  required  caulking,  the  carpenters  were  immediately 
employed  on  this  bufinefs.  Some  few  of  the  natives  vifited  us  from 
the  ftiore,  who  brought  in  their  canoes  a  very  fparing  lupply  of  re- 
frcfhments,  amongft  which,  the  mufk  and  water  melons  made  no  in- 
confiderable  part,  and  were  very  excellent  of  their  kinds.  The  fituation 
occupied  by  us  in  this  bay,  which  the  natives  call  Wh)'teete,  feemed 
nearly  as  eligible  as  moft  of  the  anchoring  places  thefe  illands  are  ge- 
nerally found  to  afford.  The  inhabitants  were  exceftively  orderly  and 
docile,  although  there  was  not  a  chief  or  any  perfon  of  diftinftion  amongft 
them  to  enforce  their  good  behaviour  ;  neither  man  nor  woman  attempt- 
ed to  come  on  board,  without  firft  obtaining  permiftion ;  and  when 
this  was  refufed,  they  remained  perfc6lly  quiet  in  their  canoes  alongfide. 

The  information  obtained  at  Owhyhee,  that  Titeere  and  Taio,  with 
moft  of  the  principal  chiefs  and  warriors  of  this  ifland,  and  thofe  to  lee- 
ward, were  on  a  hoftile  expedition  at  Morotoi  and  Mowee,  was  here 
confirmed ;  but  differed  as  to  the  immediate  caufe  of  their  abfence,  which 
was  now  reprefented  to  be  for  the  purpofe  of  repelling  an  invafion 
likely  to  take  place  from  Owhyhee,  by  Tamaah-maaha,  Kahoximiotoo, 
and  Tianna.     This,  in  a  great  meafure,  feemed  to  account  for  the  fmall 
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number  of  inhabitants  who  \ iliic^l  us,  the  wrciclied  conibiion  of  their 
canmvs,  and  the  fianty  (upply  of  ihiir  country's  product*  which  they 
biouj^ht  to  market.  On  the  (bores,  the  vilhiges  appe.ired  nunieruus, 
large,  and  in  good  repair;  and  the  furrounding  coimtr)'  plealirjgly  in- 
terfpcrled  uiili  deep,  though  not  extenfi\e  \alleys;  which,  with  the 
plains  near  the  lea-hde,  pnlinted  a  high  degree  of  cuhivation  and  fer- 
tihty.  The  apparent  docihty  of  ihefe  people,  who  have  been  ivprelent- 
ed  by  former  \  ifitors  as  the  mod  daring  and  uinnanageable  of  any  who 
beh^ng  to  the  Satidwich  illands,  might,  probably,  be  attributed  in  a 
great  meafure  to  the  abfence  of  their  figliting  men,  and  to  our  manifed 
fuperiority  in  numbers,  reguhirity  in  point  of  order,  and  mihturv  govern- 
ment ;  whicli  feemed  to  make  a  wonderful  imprcdion  on  all  who  were 
permitted  to  come  on  board,  and  who,  to  a  man,  appeared  very  much 
afraid  of  Hre-arnvs.  This  was  evinced,  on  our  mounting  guard  to  pod 
the  cenlinels  round  the  (hip.  On  this  occafion  they  all  hadily  paddled 
towards  the  Ihore,  and  it  was  not  without  much  perfuafton  that  they 
were  induced  to  return. 

It  appeared  very  fingular,  that  the  war  of  which  we  had  heard  fo 
much,  was  not  yet  begun ;  and  Kahoiumotoo,  who  had  frequently  men- 
tioned the  fubjeft,  faid  they  were  not  to  begin  the  combat  until  after  the 
expiration  of  fifteen  months.  If  this  information  be  corrc6t,  defigns 
fo  long  premeditated,  or  preparations  delayed  fo  long  from  being  carried 
into  execution,  were  hard  to  account  for.  Taio  and  Titecre  had  now 
been  fcvcral  months  from  their  refpeftive  governments. 

Our  new  diip-mate  Jack  became  very  ufeful ;  he  took  upon  him  to 
reprefent  us  in  the  mod  formidable  point  of  view  to  all  his  countrymen; 
magnifying  our  powers,  and  augmenting  our  numbers,  and  proclaim- 
ing that  we  were  not  traders,  fuch  as  they  had  been  accudomed  to  fee; 
but  that  we  were  belonging  to  King  George,  and  were  all  mighty  war- 
riors. This  being  his  condant  difcourfe,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  that 
his  countrymen  became  much  intimidated ;  and  as  this  could  be  produc- 
tive of  no  ill  confequences,  we  permitted  Jack  to  proceed  in  his  enco- 
miums, and  unaninioudy  agreed  it  would  not  be  his  fault,  if  we  were 
not  in  high  repute  amongft  the  iflanders. 

After 
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After  caulkinjT  the  dtrks  I  puipolcd  to  (xcciitc  fuch  trivial  repair'?, 
at  this  place,  as  tii'ght  he  loiind  necefTary  to  the  rigginjj;,  Sic.  S<r.  pro- 
vided ih.it  water,  for  wliirh  I  was  alone  (olieitons,  eoultl  he  proeiired; 
as  the  ahmidatif  and  exeenent  rcfirOfmenls  we  had  ohtaiiied  at  Otaheite, 
and  the  hiijh  (hnte  of  heahh  whieh  we  liad  enjoyed  (inee  our  leavinfj 
Dulky  hay,  rendered  (uppiici  of  any  other  nature  a  fecondary  confi- 
deration. 

For  this  purpofe,  attended  l)y  two  armed  hoats,  and  a  guard  of  (even 
marines,  I  hmded  aeconipanied  hy  Mr.  Mudge,  Mr.  Whidbey,  and 
Mr.  Mcnzics.  Our  boats  remained  perfectly  quiet  on  the  beach,  having 
pafled  to  the  (hore  between  fome  rocks,  which  completely  protefctcd  it 
from  tlie  furf.  Thenatixes,  who  were  prefent,  received  us  in  a  very  or- 
derly manner.  Two  buHling  men  with  large  (licks,  kept  the  few  fpe6la- 
tors  at  a  refpedful  diflance  :  to  tliefe  I  made  fome  prefenls ;  and.  on 
iuquiiing  lor  water,  they  direfted  us  to  fome  flagnant  brackifh  ponds 
near  the  beach.  This  being  reje6k^,  we  were  given  to  underffand  that 
good  water  was  to  be  had  in  abundance  at  fome  diftance,  to  which  tliey 
readily  undertook  to  conduft  us ;  and  as  they  all  appeared  friendly  and 
pacific,  the  boats  were  left  in  charge  of  Mr.  Swaine  and  Mr.  Manby  ; 
and  we  proceeded,  with  our  guard,  in  fearch  of  the  promifed  fupply. 
Our  guides  led  us  to  the  northward  through  the  village,  to  an  exceed- 
ingly well-made  caufeway,  about  twelve  feet  broad,  with  a  ditch  on  each 
fide. 

This  opened  to  our  view  a  fpacious  plain,  which,  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  the  village,  had  the  appearance  of  the  open  common 
fields  in  England ;  but,  on  advancing,  the  major  part  appeared  divi- 
ded into  fields  of  irregular  fhape  and  figure,  which  were  feparated 
from  each  other  by  low  flone  walls,  and  were  in  a  very  high  flate  of 
cultivation.  Thefe  feveral  portions  of  land  were  planted  with  the  eddo 
or  taro  root,  in  different  ftages  of  inundation;  none  being  perfeftly 
dry,  and  fome  from  three  to  fix  or  feven  inches  under  water.  The 
caufeway  led  us  near  a  mile  from  the  beach,  at  the  end  of  which  was 
the  water  we  were  in  quefl  of.  It  was  a  rivulet  five  or  fix  feet  wide, 
and  about  two  or  three  feet  deep,  well  banked  up,  and  nearly  motion- 
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lefs ;  fome  fmall  rills  or.I/,  finding  a  pafTagc  through  the  dams  tliaf 
checked  the  fliiggifh  ftrcani,  by  which  a  conilant  fupijly  was  aHordcd  to 
the  tai'o  phmtations.  The  water  was  excellent,  hut  the  road  was  too 
rough  and  hard  for  rolling  our  calks  fuch  a  dillance,  without  expofmg 
them  to  great  damage.  This  induced  me  to  make  our  guides  under- 
ftand,  that,  if  the  inhabitants  would  colIe6l,  and  carry  this  water  on 
board  in  gourds,  they  fliould  be  well  rewarded  for  their  trouble.  The 
offer  was  inflantly  communicated  to  their  neighbours  about  us,  who  im- 
mediately replied,  we  fhould  have  an  ample  fupply  the  next  day.  At 
the  termination  of  the  caufeway,  the  paths  of  communication  with  the 
different  fields  or  plantations  were  on  thcfc  narrow  Hone  walls ;  very 
rugged,  and  where  one  pcrfon  only  could  pafs  at  a  time.  The  gentlencfs 
and  civility  of  the  natives  tempted  us  to  extend  our  walk  through  the 
plantations,  which  we  found  very  pleafant.  A  fine  refrcniing  breeze  pre- 
vailed, and  the  Indians  kept  at  a  fufficient  diflauce  to  prevent  their  com- 
pany being  incommodious.  In  this  excurfion  we  found  the  land  in  a 
high  flate  of  cultivation,  moftly  under  immediate  crops  of  taro ;  and 
abounding  with  a  variety  of  wild  fowl,  chiefly  of  the  duck  kind,  fome 
of  which  our  fportfmen  fhot,  and  they  were  very  fine  eating.  The  fides 
of  the  hills,  which  were  at  fome  diftance,  fecmed  rocky  and  barren ;  the 
intermediate  vallies,  which  were  all  inhabited,  produced  fome  large  trees, 
and  made  a  pleafing  appearance.  The  plains,  however,  if  we  may  judge 
from  the  labour  beflowed  on  their  cultivation,  feem  to  afford  the  prin- 
cipal proportion  of  the  different  vegetable  produftions  on  which  the  in- 
habitants depend  for  their  fubfiftence.  The  foil,  though  folerably  rich, 
and  producing  rather  a  luxuriant  abundance,  differs  very  materially 
from  that  of  Matavai,  or  the  other  parts  of  Otahcite.  At  Woahoo, 
nature  fecms  only  to  have  aClvd  a  common  part  in  her  difpenfations  01" 
vegetable  food  for  the  fervicc  of  man ;  and  to  have  almoll  confined 
them  to  (he  taro  plant,  the  raifing  of  which  is  attended  with  much  care, 
ingenuity,  and  manual  labour.  In  the  feveral  parts  of  its  culture,  the 
inhabitants,  whether  planting,  weeding,  or  gathering,  mud,  during  the 
whole  of  tliefe  operations,  be  up  to  their  middle  in  mud,  and  cxpofect 
to  the  rays  of  a  vertical  fun :  wliereas,  on  the  plains  of  Otaheite,  the 
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fuifaoo  teems,  as  it  were,  fpontaneouHy  with  the  moll  ahundant  pro- 
duce ul"  cCiiilent  vegetables,  without  the  help  of  iudufhy  to  low,  plant, 
or  rear  them,  or  the  airidanee  of  the  aquedufcls  which  thefe  people 
conlhuil  with  great  labour  and  iugeimity  to  in("ure  them  a  crop. 
There,  the  continued  groves  of  the  lofty  and  umbrageous  bread  fruit, 
apple,  palm,  and  other  trees,  afford  a  delightful  cool  retreat  to  thofe 
favored  illandcrs ;  here,  the  inhabitants  know  not  the  luxury  of  fuch  re- 
tirement. Nor  did  it  appear  in  the  vegetable  kingdom  alone  tliat  nature 
here  had  been  more  iavorablc  ;  the  human  fpecies,  though  without  doubt 
originally  of  the  fame  nation,  differ  exceirwely  ;  and  it  would  feem  that 
the  comparative  benevolence  of  the  Otaheiteans  and  thefe  people  was 
about  equal  to  the  natural  fertility  of  the  foil  on  which  they  rcfpeftively 
lived.  It  may  however  appear  rather  uncharitable  to  form  any  decided 
opinion  on  fo  Ihort  an  acquaintance;  yet  firil  impreffions  will  ever  have 
ihelr  influence  on  vifiting  different  countries  under  circumflances  fimilar, 
or  nearly  fo.  On  fuch  occafions  it  is  fcarcely  poIFible  to  avoid  comparifons, 
in  which  one  muft  ncceffarily  fufier.  On  our  landing  at  Otaheite,  the 
clfufioiw  of  friendfliip  and  hofpitality  were  evident  in  the  countenances 
of  every  one  we  met.  Each  endeavoured  to  anticipate  our  wants  or 
our  wiflics  by  the  mod  fafcinating  attention,  and  by  feduloufly  driving 
to  be  lird  in  performing  any  little  fervicc  wc  required;  inviting  us  to 
take  rcfrefhments  at  every  houfe  wc  approached,  and  manifefting  a  de- 
gree of  kindnefs  diat  world  juftly  be  extolled  amongfl  the  mofl;  poliflied 
nations.  At  Woahoo  we  were  regarded  with  an  unwelcome  auflerity 
and  our  wants  treated  by  the  generality  with  a  negligent  indilferencc. 
In  the  courfe  of  our  walk  they  exhibited  no  affiduity  to  pleafe,  nor  did 
they  appear  apprehenfive  left  offence  fliould  be  given ;  no  refrefliments 
were  ottered,  nor  had  we  invitation  to  any  of  their  houfes.  Their  ge- 
neral behaviour  was  dillantly  civil,  apparently  direfted  by  a  dcfire  to 
cftablilh  a  peaceable  Intercourfe  with  ftrangers,  from  whom  there  was  a 
profpeft  of  deriving  many  valuable  acquihtions,  which  would  be  unat- 
tainable by  any  other  mode  of  condud;  as  they  mufl:  have  been  coji- 
viKCcd  immediately  on  our  landing,  that  we  were  too  powerful  to  be 
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conquered,  and  too  much  upon  our  guard  to  fufFer  the  leafl  indignity  by 
furprize.  I  mufl,  however,  do  jullice  to  the  hofpitality  of  our  two 
guides,  wlio  on  our  reaching  the  {Jiore  took  upon  them  the  office  of  con- 
flables;  and  who  had  alio  each  caufed  a  hog  and  a  quantity  of  vegetables 
to  l)e  prei)ared  for  our  entertainment.  On  our  return  this  repafl;  was 
ready,  and  we  were  much  intreated  by  them  to  partake  of  it ;  but  as  it 
was  now  pafl  fun  fet,  we  were  under  the  necelfity  of  decHning  their 
civility;  on  which  they  very obliginglv  put  our  intended  fupper  into  the 
boats.  I  prcfented  each  of  our  guides  with  an  acceptable  acknowledg- 
ment, and  earneftly  renewing  my  requeft  of  a  fu  {)ply  from  the  brook, 
which  they  promifed  fltould  be  complied  with  the  next  day,  we  returned 
on  board. 

Towards  midnight  the  Chatham  arrived,  and  anchored  a  little  to  the 
weftward  of  the  Difcovery.  I  foon  learned  from  Mr.  Broughton  that 
as  I  had  fufpe6led,  his  veffel  had  been  becalmed  the  evening  we  parted 
until  near  one  the  next  morning,  when  they  flood  towards  Mowee ;  but 
on  his  not  being  able  to  fee  the  Difcovery  at  day  light,  he  fleered  to  the 
north  weft  along  the  fouthcrn  fide  of  that  ifland,  and  found  an  eligible  an- 
choring place  off  its  weftern  part,  with  foundings  regular  and  good  ;  and 
as  the  natives  brought  off  a  confidcrable  quantity  of  water,  he  had  great 
reafon  to  believe  that  article  could  there  be  readily  procured. 

The  few  natives  in  our  immediate  neighbourhood,  though  they  con- 
duced themfelves  in  a  very  civil  and  fubmiffive  manner,  yet  brought  us 
Thurfday  8.  fo  little  Water  in  the  courfe  of  the  next  day,  that  I  was  induced  to  give  up 
the  idea  of  obtaining  a  fupply  by  their  means,  and  to  proceed  imme- 
diately to  Attowai ;  where  I  was  aflured  we  fhould  have  that  neceffary 
article  completely  within  our  own  reach  and  power.  After  employin  ti- 
the forenoon  in  fetting  up  our  rigging,  and  in  other  r.feful  occupations, 
we  weighed  anchor,  and  fleered  to  the  wcflward. 

Anxious  to  communicate  the  intelligence  of  our  progrefs  to  the  offi- 
cer commanding  the  florefhip,  (this  being  one  of  the  appointed  rendez- 
vous,) I  entrufled  a  letter  to  one  of  the  natives,  a  very  aftive  fenfible 
fellow,  who  promifed  to  take  great  care  of  it,  and  to  deliver  it  on  the 
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vcfTd's  arrival  in  tliis  bay;  and  for  the  faithful  difchargcof  this  truft,  he        '"9^' 
was  alfurcd  of  receiving  a  very  handfomc  prefent,  to  whitli  I  proniifcd   u  -,-. 
him  an  addition  on  ray  return. 

Whyteete  bay  is  formed,  by  the  land  falling  a  little  back  round  the 
fouth  point  of  Woahoo;  and  although  open  above  half  the  conipafs 
in  the  fouthern  quarters,  it  is  unqueftionably  the  mofl  eligible  anchoring 
place  in  the  illand.  We  found  the  latitude  of  the  fhip's  Ration  by  four 
good  meridional  altitudes,  to  be  21°  16'  47"  ;  its  longitude  by  the  chro- 
nometer 202"  9'  37";  and  the  variation  of  the  compafs  to  be  7°  50'  eall- 
wardly.  Mr.  Arnold's  chronometer  on  board  the  Chatham  gave  the 
longitude  201°  45'  30",  allowing  the  rate  as  fettled  at  Otaheite  ;  our 
chronometer  by  the  Portfmouth  rate,  fhewed  the  longitude  to  be  203" 
29'  50" ;  but  202^9'  37"  is  to  be  received  as  its  true  longitude. 

A  fine  breeze  between  five  and  fix  brought  us  round  the  fouth  weft 
part  of  Woahoo,  which  lies  from  the  fouth  point  N.  82  w.  ^5  leagues 
diftant.  This  point  is  low  flat  land,  with  a  reef  round  it,  extending 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  fliore.  The  reef  and  low  land  conti- 
nue fome  diftance  to  the  eaftward  towards  Whyteete  bay,  and  form,  be- 
tween the  fouth  and  fouth-weft  points,  a  large  open  fliallow  bay,  with  high 
land  rifing  very  irregularly  at  fome  diftance  from  the  beach  ;  which,  to- 
wards the  fouth-weft  point,  appeared  to  be  broken  in  two  places,  and  to 
form  lagoons  that  feemed  capable  of  receiving  boats  and  fmall  craft. 
One  of  the  natives,  who  was  accompanying  us  to  Attowai,  informed  me, 
that  all  along  the  fliore  off  thcfe  openings  the  bottom  was  rocky,  and 
would  cut  our  cables.  This,  with  fome  other  circumftances,  induced  me 
to  believe,  that  there  was  not  any  where  in  this  fpacious  bay  fuch  good 
anchorage  as  our  laft  ftation. 

At  eight  in  the  evening,  the  weft  point  of  Woahoo  bore  N.-i  1;.  3  leagues 
diftant.  The  Chatham  being  under  the  land  becalmed,  we  foon  loft  fight 
of  her.  We  continued  our  courfe  under  all  fail,  and  to  our  great  furprize 
came  within  fight  of  Attowai,  by  half  paft  four  the  next  morning.  The  Friday  q. 
eaft  end,  by  compafs,  bore  N.by  w.  at  a  trifling  diftance,  having  gain- 
ed almoft  6  leagues  in  the  night's  run  from  land  to  land,  more  than  the 
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log  arcertaincd ;  which  I  concluded  mufl  have  been  effefted  by  a  very 
llrong  north-wefl  current. 

At  da)'-break,  we  bore  away  along  the  fouth  fide  of  Attowai  for  Why- 
niea  bay,  where  about  nine  o'clock  we  anchored,  and  moored  a  cable 
each  way  ;  the  depth  of  water  was  24  fathoms,  with  a  bottom  of  dark- 
grey  fand  and  mud.  The  eaft  point  of  the  bay  bearing,  by  compafs, 
s.  67  E.  the  weft  point  n.  70  w. ;  and  the  river  n.  31  e  ;  about  2  miles 
diflant. 
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JD  Y  the  time  we  had  anchored,  feveral  of  the  natives  vifited  us  in  the 
fame  fubmiflive  and  orderly  manner  as  at  Woahoo,  and  appeared  better 
provided.     Towards  noon,  the  Chatham  arrived  ;  but  the  wind  fliifting  Friday  9. 
about  prevented  her  coming  to  anchor  until  fun-fet,  when  flie  moored 
a  little  to  the  weflward  of  the  ftation  we  had  taken. 

Our  boats,  guard,  &c.  being  in  readinefs,  about  one  o'clock  we  pro- 
ceeded to  the  (bore.  Mr.  Menzies  accompanied  me  in  the  yawl,  and 
Mr.  Pugct  followed  with  the  cutter  and  launch.  The  furf  was  not  fo 
high  as  to  prevent  our  landing  with  eafe  and  fafety ;  and  we  were  re- 
ceived by  the  few  natives  prefeut,  with  nearly  the  fame  fort  of  diftant 
civility  which  we  experienced  at  Woahoo. 

A  man,  named  Rehooa,  immediately  undertook  to  preferve  good  or- 
der, and  underftanding  we  purpofed  to  remain  fome  days,  caufed  two 
excellent  houfes  to  be  tabooed  for  our  fervice ;  one  for  the  officers,  the 
other  for  the  working  people,  and  for  the  guard,  confifting  of  a  fer- 
jeant  and  fix  marines.  Stakes  were  driven  into  the  ground  from  the 
river  to  the  houfes,  and  thence  acrofs  the  beach,  giving  us  an  allotment 
of  as  much  fpace  as  we  could  poffibly  have  occafion  for ;  within  which 
few  encroachments  were  attempted.  This  bufinefs  was  executed  bv  tw^o 
men,  whofe  authority  the  people  prefent  fcemed  to  acknowledge  and  re- 
fpeft,  although  they  did  not  appear  to  us  to  be  chiefs  of  any  particular 
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conftqucncc.  I  made  tlicm  fomc  very  acceptable  prcfents ;  and  a  trade  for 
provifioiis  and  fuel  was  foon  edablidied.  Certain  of  tlic  natives,  who  liad 
permillion  to  come  within  our  hncs,  were  employed  in  filhng  and  roll- 
ing our  watcr-cafks  to  and  from  the  boats ;  for  which  fervice  the)'  fccmed 
highly  gratified  by  the  reward  of  a  ?c\\'  beads  or  fmall  nails. 

Ha\'ing  no  reafon  to  be  apprehcnfive  of  any  interruption  to  the  har- 
mony and  good  underfhmding  tliat  fecmed  to  cxifl,  and  the  afternoon  be- 
ing invitingly  pleafant ;  with  Mr.  Menzies,  our  new  fhip-mate  Jack,  and 
Rehooa,  I  proceeded  along  the  river-fide,  and  found  the  low  country 
which  (Iretches  from  the  foot  of  the  mountains  towards  the  fea,  occupied 
principally  with  the  taro  plant,  cultivated  much  in  the  fame  manner  as 
at  Woahoo  ;  interfperfed  with  a  few  fugar  canes  of  luxuriant  growth, 
and  fome  fweet  potatoes.  The  latter  are  planted  on  dry  ground,  the 
former  on  the  borders  and  partitions  of  the  taro  grounds,  which  here, 
as  well  as  at  Woahoo,  would  be  infinitely  more  commodious  were  they 
a  little  broader,  being  at  prefent  fcarcely  of  fufficient  width  to  walk 
upon.  This  inconvenience  may  pofiibly  arife  from  a  principle  of  ceco- 
nomy,  and  the  fcarcity  of  naturally  good  land.  The  fides  of  the  hills 
extending  from  thefe  plantations  to  the  commencement  of  the  forefi,  a 
fpace  comprehending  at  leafl  one  half  of  the  ifland,  appeared  to  produce 
nothing  but  a  coarfe  fpiry  grafs  from  an  argillaceous  foil,  which  had  the 
appearance  of  having  undergone  the  aftion  of  fire,  and  much  refem- 
bled  that  called  the  red  dirt  in  Jamaica,  and  there  confidered  little  bet- 
ter than  a  caput  jnortuum.  Mofl:  of  the  ctdtivated  lands  being  confi- 
derably  above  the  level  of  the  river,  made  it  verv  difficult  to  account 
for  their  being  fo  uniformly  ^\'ell  watered.  The  fides  of  the  hills  af- 
forded no  running  ftreams :  and  admitting  there  had  been  a  colleflion  of 
water  on  their  tops,  they  were  all  fo  extremely  perforated,  that  there 
was  little  chance  of  Awiter  finding  any  pafiage  to  the  taro  plantations. 
Thefe  perforations,  which  were  numerous,  were  vifible  at  the  termina- 
tion of  the  mountains,  in  perpendicular  cliffs  abruptly  defcending  to  the 
cultivated  land  ;  and  had  the  appearance  of  being  the  c-^-VPt  of  volcanic 
eruptions,  though  I  fhould  fuppofe  of  very  ancient  J-itc.  As  we  pro- 
ceeded, our  attention  was  arrefted  by  an  objetl  that  greatly  excited  our 
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admiration,  and  at  once  put  an  end  to  all  conjefture  on  the  means  to 
which  the  natives  rcfortcd  for  the  watering  of"  their  plantations.  A  lofty 
perpendicular  elilF  now  prefented  itfelf",  which,  by  rifuig  immediately 
from  ihc  river,  would  have  eireCtually  flopped  our  further  progrefs  into 
the  country,  had  it  not  been  for  an  exceedingly  well  conftru6led  wall  of 
floncs  and  clay  about  twenty-four  feet  high,  raifed  from  the  bottom  by  the 
fide  of  the  cliff,  which  not  only  ferved  as  a  pafs  into  the  country,  but  alfo 
as  an  aqueduft,  to  convey  the  water  brought  thither  by  great  labour  from 
a  confiderablediflance;  the  place  where  the  river  defcends  from  the  moun- 
tains affording  the  planters  an  abundant  flream,  for  the  purpofe  to 
which  it  is  fo  advantageoufly  applied.  This  wall,  which  did  no  lefs  credit 
to  the  mind  of  the  projeftor  than  to  the  fltill  of  the  builder,  terminated 
the  extent  of  our  walk  ;  from  whence  we  returned  through  the  plantations, 
whofe  highly-improved  ftate  impreffed  us  with  a  very  favorable  opinion 
of  the  induftry  and  ingenuity  of  the  inhabitants. 

On  our  arrival  at  the  beach,  I  had  the  comfort  of  finding  all  things  in 
perfeflh'  good  order.  As  the  trading  and  working  party  were  extremely 
well  lodged,  it  was  reafonable  to  believe  that  our  bufinefs  would  not  only  be 
much  facilitated,  but  that  a  more  plentiful  fupply  of  refrefhments  would, 
probably,  be  procured,  by  allowing  them  to  remain  on  fhore.  This  in- 
duced me  to  leave  Mr.  Puget  in  charge  of  the  party,  and  I  returned  on 
board  perfeftly  fatisfied  with  the  fafety  of  their  fituation. 

Like  our  treatment  at  Woahoo,  our  reception  here  was  not  of  that 
hearty,  friendly  nature,  I  had  been  accuftomed  to  experience  from  our 
fouthern  friends.  The  eagernefs,  nay  even  a\idit)',  with  which  the  men 
iiere  alhfted  in  the  proflitution  of  the  women  ;  and  the  readinefs  of  the 
whole  fex,  without  any  exception,  to  furrender  their  perfons  without  the 
Icafl  importunit)',  could  not  fail,  at  the  moment,  to  incur  our  cenfure 
and  diflike  ;  and,  on  refieftion,  our  difguft  and  averfion.  I  have  read 
much,  and  feen  fomething  in  my  feveral  vifits  to  this  ocean,  of  the  ob- 
fcenity  attributed  to  the  inhabitants  of  Otaheite  and  the  Society  iflands ; 
but  no  indecency  that  ever  came  under  my  obfervation,  could  be  com- 
pared with  the  exceffive  wantonnefs  prefented  in  this  excurfion.  Had 
this  levity,  now  fo  offenfively  confpicuous,  been  exhibited  in  my  former 
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vifiLs  to  theft:  idands,  its  imprtirions  could  not  have  been  cfiaccd,  and 
it  nudl  have  been  recolletled  at  iliis  time  witli  all  the  abhorrence  which 
it  would  at  fird  have  naturally  created  ;  but  as  no  remembrance  of  fuch 
behaviour  occurred,  I  was  induced  to  confider  this  licentioufnefs  as  a 
perfedly  new  acquirement,  taught,  perliaps,  by  the  different  civilized  vo- 
luptuaries, who,  for  fome  years  pafl,  have  been  their  conftant  vifitors. 
At  Woahoo,  and  alfo  on  our  arrival  here,  we  were  given  to  under- 
fland  that  there  were  Englifhmen  refident  on  this  idand. 
Saturday  jo.  Qnc  of  them,  a  young  man  about  feventeen  years  of  age,  whofe  name 
was  Rowbottom,  came  on  board  in  a  large  double  canoe ;  who  faid  he  was 
of  Derbyfhire,  that  he  had  failed  from  England  about  five  years  fince  in  an 
Indiaman  to  China,  which  (hip  he  had  quitted  in  order  to  engage  with 
fome  of  the  veifels  in  the  fur  trade  between  North- Weft  America  and 
China ;  and  that  lie  liad,  ever  fince,  been  thus  employed  in  the  American 
fervice.  He  informed  me,  that  himfelf,  JohnWilliams  a  Welchman,  and 
James  Coleman  an  Iriftiman,  had  been  left  at  Onchow,  in  order  that  they 
might  return  to  this  ifland  for  the  purpofe  of  collefting  fandal-wood,  and 
pearls,  for  their  mafter  John  Kendrick,  an  American,  commanding  the 
brig  Lady  Walhington,  in  whofe  fervice  they  ftill  remained  at  the  wages 
of  eight  dollars  per  month.  The  Lady  Wafliington  had  quitted  thefe 
iflands  the  preceding  061ober,  bound  to  New  England,  with  a  cargo  of 
furs  to  difpofe  of  in  her  way  thither  at  China ;  (he  was  immediately  to  re- 
turn from  Bofton,  and  having  fpent  the  next  winter  in  North- Weft  Ame- 
rica, was,  in  the  autumn  of  the  enfuing  year,  to  call  for  thefe  men  at 
Attowai,  and  take  in  a  cargo  of  fandal-wood  for  the  Indian  market, 
with  fuch  pearls  as  they  might  have  coUefted. 

With  Rowbottom  came  two  chiefs,  the  one  named  No-ma-tee-he-lee, 
the  other  71^0;  both  of  whom  he  faid  would  be  uleful  at  Attowai  and 
Onchow.  On  making  thefe  chiefs  each  a  prefent,  with  which  they  were 
greatly  pleafed,  they  faid  they  \vcre  directed  by  the  king,  or  rather  the 
prince  Ta-moo-eree,  (who  is  a  boy,  and  the  eldeft  fon  of  Taio  the  fove- 
reign  of  this  and  the  neighbouring  illauds)  to  fay,  that  Enemoh,  the  re- 
gent in  Taio's  abfence,  and  Tamooeree,  would  be  with  us  in  a  day  or 
two;  giving  rae  to  undcrftand  that  Enemoh  was  the  principal  atling 
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officer.  A  mefTcngcr  was  imnicdiiilcly  dilpAtchcd  to  rcqucit  of  his  liigh- 
ntfs,  that,  as  niy  Ihiy  would  be  very  fliort,  he  would  do  ine  the  favor 
to  lofe  no  time  in  giving  us  tlic  honor  of  his  company  ;  and,  as  a 
pledge  of  our  friendly  diCpofition,  I  fcnt  him  a  large  axe  as  a  prefent. 

Our  young  countryman  laid  it  was  highly  important  to  have  the  ftrift- 
efl  watch  over  the  behaviour  of  thefe  people  ;  for  although  he  conceived 
our  force  was  too  great  for  them  to  attempt  any  thing  holhle  with  the 
leaft  profpcft  of  fucccfs,  yet  he  could  not  determine  how  far  their  am- 
bitious views  might  lead  them,  as,  fince  their  fucccfs  in  taking  a  fchoon- 
er  at  Owhyhec,  they  had  become  fo  elated,  that  they  had  attempted 
to  take  a  brig  at  Mowce. 

The  fchooner  belonged  to  a  Mr.  Medcalf,  an  American  trader,  who 
having  been  fuccefsful  in  the  fur  trade,  equipped  and  entrufled  her  to 
the  command  of  his  fon,  who  failed  with  eight  men  from  Macoa,  in  order 
to  profecute  that  branch  of  commerce.  This  veffcl  Wiis  captured  at 
Owhyhec ;  but  as  Rowbottom's  narrative  of  the  fafts  was  afterwards 
found  erroneous,  the  particulars  of  the  enterprize,  from  better  authori- 
ty, will  be  given  in  a  future  chapter. 

Nomateehetee  and  Too,  with  other  natives  prefent,  confirmed  the  in- 
telligence of  this  atrocious  a6l,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  highly  reprobated 
the  inhuman  murder  of  the  crew,  who  were  all  put  to  death  excepting 
one  man.  Tianna  was  accufed  by  them  of  having  projefted  this  wicked 
fcheme,  and  of  having  perpetrated  the  horrible  maffacre  ;  but  they  po- 
fitively  denied  that  7flzo,  who  had  been  fufpefted  of  meditating  the  capture 
of  the  brig  at  Mowee,  had  any  knowledge  of  that  bufmefs  ;  faying,  that 
it  was  intircly  the  a6l  of  the  people  of  Mowee.  On  becoming  acquaint- 
ed with  thefe  daring  and  ambitious  defigns,  I  inquired,  what  reception 
Tianna  would  have  experienced  had  he  accompanied  us  from  Owhvhee  ? 
Every  one  prefent  feemed  to  be  aftonifhed  at  his  entertaining  fuch  an 
idea,  and  agreed  that  he  would  have  been  put  to  death  the  inftant  he 
had  landed,  as  they  all  confidered  him  as  their  mofl  in\f^terate  enemy. 
Thefe  reports,  and  the  oblervations  that  were  made  by  the  natives  in 
confequence  of  their  being  related  to  me,  gave  me  great  reafon  to  ap- 
prehend that  Tianna's  intentions  of  accompanying  us  hither,  which  on 
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rcfleftion  he  liiul  thought  projXM'  to  (kclinc,  were  not  didaicd  by  mo- 
tives of  the  mofl  friendly  and  difinierelled  nature. 

Thele  unwelcome  tidings  l)eiiig  concluded,  Mr.  Broughton  attended 
me  on  (liore  with  the  two  chitis  and  the  young  Englifliman,  who  was 
extremely  ferviceablc  to  us  as  an  int(-r])r('ier  ;  and  pointed  out  to  tljc 
natives  our  friendly  intentions  towards  them,  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  fhould  conduft  themfelvcs,  not  only  to  infure  our  good  opinion,  but  to 
obtain  the  advantages  that  would  eventually  rrfult  to  themfelvcs  from  our 
vifit.  On  landing,  I  underflood  from  Mr.  Puget  that  every  thing  was, 
and  had  been,  conducted  with  the  greatell  propriety  and  good  order  by 
all  parties.  Trade  for  provifions,  wood,  &c.  was  going  on  very  briflcly, 
and  our  fupply  of  water  was  equal  to  our  wifhes. 

Matters  thus  pleafantly  circumftanced,  we  embarked  v/iih  Mr.  Men- 
zies  and  Mr.  Whidbey,  who  had  accompanied  us  en  fhore,  in  a  double 
canoe  to  examine  the  river,  which,  at  the  diltance  of  about  half  a  league 
from  the  entrance,  divides  into  two  branches,  one  (Irctching  towards  tiie 
E.N.K.  ;  the  other,  feemingly  the  furthefl  navigable,  took  a  northerly 
direction,  in  wliich  however  we  were  not  able  to  advance  more  than  five 
hundred  yards  beyond  the  wall  we  had  vifited  the  preceding  evening. 
Here  we  landed,  and  confidered  ourfclw ..  about  three  miles  from  thefea- 
fide,  to  which  we  now  returned  by  a  path  fomewhat  nearer  the  foot  of 
the  mountains  than  before,  through  a  fimilar  country;  and  were  on  this 
occafion  more  peRered  and  difgufted,  if  poflTible,  with  the  obfcene  im- 
portunities of  the  women,  than  on  our  former  excurfion. 

A'b77Zfl<tf<fAf^^e  returned  with  us  to  dinner;  Too  remair.ed  with /^f^oofl  to 
Sunday  11.  affifl  our  party  on  fliorc.  The  next  morning  Nomateehetee  produced  a. 
lid  of  certificates  from  four  different  commanders  of  trading  veffels  who 
had  lately  vifited  thefe  iflands.  The  firft,  dated  in  april  1791,  figned  by 
J.  Colnott  of  the  Argonaut,  recommended  this  chief  to  the  notice  of 
future  vifiiors :  but  the  others  figned  by  J.  Ingram  of  the  Hope,  Tho- 
mas Barnet  of  the  Guftavus,  and  John  Kendrick  of  the  Lady  Wadiing- 
ton,  the  two  former  without  dates,  the  latter  dated  27  otLober,  1791, 
all  direft  that  the  greatcfl;  circumfpedlion  fiiould  be  obfervcd  in  the  in- 
lercourle   of  Itrangers  with  thefe  illanders,    notwithflanding  the   good 
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opinion  entertained  of  their  li<lelit)',  or  the  recomniendution  given,  by 
Mr.  Cohiett.  I  tohl  Nomitcchel.ee  the  p.iper  fpoke  much  in  his  praife  and 
l;i\'()r,  and  delired  that  he  would  not  ornil  (hewing  it  to  the  commander 
of  ilie  next  and  every  other  \(  (Fel  liiat  might  arrive  at  Attowai,  which 
he  promi(c<l  to  do,  and  reqiielled  it  might  remain  on  board  until  our 
dej)ai  ture. 

The  caulkers  having  finifhed  the  quarter  deck  of  the  Difcovcry,  they 
were  fent  on  board  the  Chatham  to  execute  a  fimiiar  {'erviee. 

Another  of  the  party  left  by  the  Lady  Wadiington  now  made  his 
appearance,  which  did  not  fpcak  much  in  his  favor.  This  man's  name 
was  Coleman,  and  Rowbottom  had  faid  he  was  of  Ireland,  which  the 
man  himfelf  pofitively  denied,  and  declared  he  was  an  American,  born 
at  New  York.  He  had  in  mofl  refpetls  adopted  the  cudoms  of  the  na- 
tives, particularly  in  drefs,  or  rather  in  nakedncfs ;  for,  excepting  the 
maro,  which  he  wore  with  much  lefs  decency  than  the  generality  of  the 
inhabitants,  he  was  perfeftly  naked,  and  the  colour  of  his  fkin  was  lit- 
tle whiter  than  the  faired  of  thefe  people.  I  aflied  him  what  he  had 
done  with  his  former  clothes ;  to  which  he  anfwered  with  a  fnecr,  that 
'•  they  were  hanging  up  in  a  lioufe  for  the  admiration  of  the  natives"; 
and  feemed  greatly  to  exult  in  having  degenerated  into  a  Hivageway  of 
life.  He  acquainted  me,  that  he  was  charged  with  a  mefl'age  from  the 
prince,  to  afk  what  lla)'  I  intended  to  make,  and  to  inquire  if  we  were 
friendly  and  peaceably  difpofed.  I  defired  he  would  inform  the  prince, 
that  we  diould  depart  the  indant  a  fupply  of  water  was  obtained;  that  I 
was  very  dcfirous  of  having  an  interview  both  with  him  and  Enemoh,  but 
that  I  could  not  be  detained  for  this  purpofe;  and  that,  as  a  further 
pledge  of  the  iavorable  difpofuion  we  bore  towards  him  and  his  people, 
I  defircd  he  would  prefent  to  the  prince  a  piece  of  fcarlet  cloth  in  my 
name.  With  this  embad'y  he  immediately  fet  off,  after  aduring  me  that 
the  prince  and  regent,  with  many  other  chiefs,  would  pay  us  their  re- 
fpefls  by  noon  the  next  day. 

The  afternoon  being  delightfully  pleafant,  I  made  a  fmall  excurfion  to 
the  wedward  along  the  beach ;  and  on  returning,  obferved  the  hills  to 
the  eallward  of  the  river  to  be  on  fire  from  a  confiderable  height,  in 
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particular  dircfclions,  down  towards  the  water's  edge.  I  was  by  no  means 
pleafed  with  this  appearance,  well  knowinjj  that  fires  are  generally  re- 
fortcd  to  by  tlufe  and  other  rude  nations  as  the  (ignal  for  eo!lc6ting  the 
dillant  inhabitants,  wlun  an  cnterpri/ic  or  fchenio  is  jucditaterl  to  be 
carried  into  eH(6t. 

I  deiircd  Rowbottom  to  attend  to  the  converfaiion  of  the  Indians  who 
were  near;  but  he  colle6led  nothing  from  them   in  our  walk  that  could 
give  rife  to  fufpicion.     On  joining  the  fhore  party,  I  afked  Nomatechetec 
and  fome  other  chiefs,  what  was  thi^  caufe  of  this  cxtcnfivc  conflagration. 
Sonic  replied,  it  was   to  announce  the  arrival  of  the  prince,  the  regent, 
and  other  great  chiefs  in  this   neighbourhood  on  the  morrow ;    whilft 
others  contended  it  was  for  no  other  purpole  than   that  of  burning  the 
weeds.     This  difagreemcnt  in  ojnnion  concerning  the  caufe  of  fo  unufual 
an  apj)earance,  was  far  from  being  fatisfaftory.     The  furf  ran  very  high, 
and  other  circumftances  concurred  to    render  the  embarkation  of  our 
working  party  very  inconvenient ;  in  fxddition  to  which,  I  did  not  think 
it  prudent  to  manifed  our  apprehenfions  by  a  fudden  and  hafl^y  retreat. 
The  party  on  fliore  amounting  to  twenty  armed  perfons  was  tolerably 
flrong.     Mr.  Puget  had  directions  to  be  vigilantly  on  his  guard  ;  and  lie 
was  informed  tliat  the  two  lavmchcs,  armed  and  provided  with  falfe  fires 
to  make  fignals  in  cafe  of  alarin,  would  be  {huioncd  as  dofe   to  the 
beach  as  the  furf  would  permit  during  the  night,  in  cafe  he  fliould  need 
further  affiftance.     Having  taken  thefe  precautions  I  returned  on  board, 
with  the  hope,  that  in  the  event  of  an)'  tumult  little  danger  was  to  be 
apprehended.     During  the  night,  the  cliiefs  who  had  taken  up  their  lodg- 
ings near  our  party,  frequently  vifited  the  beach  near  where  our  boats 
rode :  and  feenied  inquifitive  as  to  tlie  caufe  of  the  precautions  which 
they  beheld.     The  night  however  paffcd  without  the  lead  interruption  ; 
and  in  the  morning  the  natives  were  again  tra(hng  in  tiieir  ufually  civil 
and  friendly  manner. 
Monday  i2.       Our  fupply  of  water  was  completed   the  next  day  ;  and  the  few  hogs 
and  vegetables  we  were  able  to  purchafe  were  received  from  the  fliore. 
As  the  market  no  longer  afforded  provifions,  and  as  our  bufinefs  was  now 
finiflied,  dire6lions  were  given  for  the  embeirkation  of  the  party  in  the 
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oftornoon,  it  being  my  intention  the  next  day  to  fail  for  Onchow.  The 
{"url"  having  prodigioufly  incrcafcd,  Mr.  Pugct,  on  tlicfe  orders  being 
delivered  to  him,  reprefented  to  me,  that  he  was  fearful  our  people  would 
not  be  able  to  reach  the  boats  with  their  arms  without  expofing  thenifelves 
to  fome  danger.  Conceiving  that  with  the  afTidance  of  a  canoe,  which 
hitherto  had  been  the  general  mode  of  conveyance  between  our  boats 
and  the  fhore,  there  would  be  little  hazard,  I  defired  he  would  ufe  his 
utmofl  endeavours  to  get  oil";  as  there-appearance  of  the  fires  on  the 
hills,  and  the  non-appearance  of  either  prince  or  regent,  indi''  ^ed  a 
pofTibility  that  the  natives  might  have  thought  proper  to  difcontinue 
their  former  fervices  and  good  behaviour. 

In  the  evening  our  boats  returned  ;  they  had  been  fome  time  detained 
by  the  abfence  of  a  man  belonging  to  the  Chatham  who  had  ftrayed 
from  the  party,  and  whom  at  length  they  had  been  obliged  to  leave  be- 
hind. To  efFe6l  the  emT^arkation,  Mr.  Puget  had  procured  a  large 
double  canoe,  which  unfortunately  was  (love  and  fwanr.ped  the  firfl  trip  ; 
but  by  the  exertions  of  thofe  in  the  boats  every  perfon  had  happily  been 
faved,  though  amor,g{l  them  were  fome  who  could  not  fwim.  By  this 
accident  two  mufkets,  three  axes,  a  crofs  cut  faw,  and  a  fet  of  accou- 
trements went  to  the  bottom,  but  they  had  recovered  one  of  the  muf- 
kets. Several  articles  belonging  to  the  officers  who  had  been  on  fhore 
on  duty  could  not  be  taken  without  imminent  danger  of  being  loft,  as 
thofe  on  fliore  after  the  lofs  of  the  canoe  had  to  fwim  to  the  boats 
through  the  furf.  Aniongf:  thefe  were  fome  arms,  and  a  valuable  dou- 
ble barrelled  fowling  piece,  which  were  left  in  the  charge  o{ Nomateehetee, 
who  tabooed  them  ;  and,  with  John  Williams,  (the  Welchman  left  by  the 
Lady  Waftiington,)  gave  every  affurance  of  their  fecurity;  to  infure 
which,  they  both  propofed  to  fleep  in  the  houfe  where  the  valuables 
were  depofited.  Mr.  Puget  feemed  to  entertain  great  confidence  of  the 
fafety  of  the  articles  and  of  their  being  all  forthcoming;  but  I  mufl 
own,  I  expe61ed  that  this  neceftity  would  put  their  fidelity  feverely  to 
the  teft,  and  might  eventually  be  the  means  of  preventing  our  interview 
with  the  prince  and  regent ;  efpecially  as  Williams  had  returned  with  an 
apology  for  their  having  broken  their  engagement,  which  he  faid  had 
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been  occafioned  by  excefiTive  fatigue;  but  that  we  might  rely  on  feeing 
them  the  next  mi.ning.  This  unpleafant  flate  of  fufpenfe  occafioned  me 
fome  anxiety  ;  but  at  day-break  I  was  agreeably  reiit^ved  by  receiving 
a  meffage  that  the  prince  and  regent  were  arrived  at  Whymea. 

Ivlr.  Puget  was  difpatched  to  the  fliore  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining 
the  things  which  had  been  left  behind,  and  with  direftions  to  ufe  every 
polTible  means  to  imprefs  the  prince  and  regent  with  our  friendly  dif- 
pofition,  and  to  prevail  on  them  to  vifit  the  fhips.  In  thefe  refpefts  he 
had  the  good  fortune  to  fucceed,  and  communicated  to  me  the  follow- 
ing particulars  of  his  reception. 

On  landing,  he  was  received  with  great  marks  of  friendfliip  and  cor- 
diality by  Enemoh,  who  is  an  elderly  chief;  guardian  to  the  children  of 
Taio,  king  of  the  ifland,  and  regent  during  his  abfence.     At  fome  dif- 
tance  the  young  prince  was  feated  in  a  man's  lap,  to  whom  Mr.  Puget 
haftened  to  pay  his  refpefts,  and  had  the  fatisfaftion  of  feeing  him  well 
pleafed  with  the  prefents  he  made  him  on  this  occafion.     Having  fettled 
the  bufinefs  of  their  vifiting  the  fhips,  to  which  Enemoh  had  confented,  he 
was  extremely  anxious  to  become  acquainted  with  the  fate  of  the  feveral 
articles  which  he  had  intrufted  to  the  care  of  Williams  and  Nomateehetee 
the  preceding  evening.    Much  to  their  credit  and  honor,  he  not  only  found 
every  thing  he  had  configned  to  their  proteftion  and  integrity,  but  alfo  the 
muflcet  with  its  bayonet,  and  crofs  cut  faw,  which  had  been  loft  out  of  the 
canoe,  but  which  in  the  courfe  of  the  night  had  been  recovered  by  the 
natives ;  who  promifcd,  that  the  axes  which  were  not  yet  obtained  fhould 
likewife  be  reftored,  the  inftant  they  were  recovered.    Tiie  feveral  articles 
being  collefted  and  fent  down  to  the  boat,  with  the  man  belonging  to 
the  Chatham  who  had  been  left  on  (hore  the  preceding  evening,  Mr» 
Puget  acquainted  Enemoh  that  he  was  ready  to  attend  them  on  board* 
Enemoh  replied  that,  with  refpeft  to  himfelf,  he  had  not  the  leaft  objec- 
tion to  accompany   Mr.  Puget  with  the  young  prince  and   lipoone,  a 
young  chief  about  the  prince's  age,  who  feemed  his   principal  compa- 
nion ;  but  that  he  was  now  prevented  following  his  o\sw  inclinations  by 
the  chiefs  who  were  prefent,  and  fome  women  apparently  of  great  con- 
fequence,  who  collediively  demanded  an  hoilage  to  be  left  with  them 
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on  fliore,  whilfl;  we  on  board  were  honored  with  the  comjjany  of  thefc 
illurtrious  perfonages.  On  Mr.  Puget's  receiving  and  making  known 
my  orders,  tliat  Mr.  Manby  and  Mr.  Sherifl  fhould  remain  behind  in 
eompHancc  with  their  defires,  a  general  approbation  was  exprcd'ed  by  all 
prefent,  .ond  the  regent  with  fome  attendants  embarked ;  faying,  that  on 
his  return  the  prince  and  his  young  friend  fhould  go  on  board,  but  that 
the  ifland  could  not  be  left  without  either  the  prince  or  the  regent. 

On  Eneinoh's  coming  on  board  he  affefted  to  recolle6l  me,  and  faid  we 
had  been  acquainted  when  I  was  at  Attowai  with  Captain  Cook ;  and,  to 
recall  himfelf  to  my  remembrance  added,  that  he  was  prefent  when  I  gave 
a  lock  of  my  hair  to  Taio,  which  Taio  had  ever  fince  preferved,  and  al- 
ways carried  about  him  ;  and  that  he,  Enevioh,  had  on  that  occafion  re- 
quelled  a  fimilar  pledge  of  friendfhip,  which,  however,  I  thought  pro- 
per to  decline,  Thcle  circumftances  were  very  likely  to  have  taken 
place,  although  at  the  moment  they  did  not  recur  to  my  memory. 

A  dozen  hogs,  and  a  quantity  of  mats  and  cloth,  being  prefented  by 
Enemoh,  I  made  no  delay  in  offering  a  fuitable  return,  with  which,  how- 
ever, he  did  not  feem  either  delighted  or  fatisfied.  This  produced  an  in- 
quiry on  my  part ;  on  which  he  frankly  acknowledged,  that  the  prefent  I 
had  made  him  was  a  very  liberal  one,  but  that  he  would  gladly  give  up  the 
whole  for  a  mufliet,  or  even  for  a  piftol.  Thefe  engines  of  deflru6tion  had 
been  uniformly  folicited  with  the  greatefl  ardency,  by  every  native  of  the 
leall  confequence  with  whom  we  had  any  dealings ;  and  I  had  frequently 
been  much  perplexed  how,  without  offence,  to  refufe  complying  with  re- 
quefts  fo  importunate,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  in  my  humble  opinion,  fo 
repugnant  to  the  caufe  of  humanity.  On  this  occafion  I  availed  myfelf 
of  our  peculiar  fituation,  as  it  had  rcfpeft  to  the  trading  vefTels  which 
he  had  been  accuflomcd  to  vifit ;  and  informed  him,  that  the  fhip,  and 
every  thing  fhe  contained,  belonged  to  His  Majefly  King  George,  who 
had  tabooed  muflicts,  piflols,  and  various  other  articles.  On  this  gun- 
powder and  balls  were  immediately  folicited;  but,  on  being  told  that 
thefe  were  under  fimilar  reflriftions,  he  remained  filent,  and  feenied  very 
thoughtful.  At  length,  conceiving  no  importunities  would  avail,  he  re- 
covered himfelf,  and  became  as  fuddenly  cheerful,  as  on  the  refufal  of 
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his  favorite  weapons  he  had  feemed  dejefted.  He  now  fhook  me  very 
heartily  by  tht;  hand,  and  faid,  fince  arms  and  ammunition  were  tabooed, 
he  muft  acknowledge  that  the  prefents  he  and  his  friends  had  received 
were  very  ample,  and  that  they  had  reafon  to  be  highly  fatisfied.  Enemoh 
recommended  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  the  attendance  of  Nomateehetee  and 
Too  on  our  paflage  to  Onchow,  where  they  would  be  very  ferviceable  in 
procuring  us  the  different  produftions,  and  would  prevent  any  diforderly 
behaviour  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants.  His  opinion  of  his  own  im- 
portance was  greatly  flattered  by  our  faluting  him  with  four  guns  on  his 
departure ;  and  he  took  leave  with  every  appearance  of  being  extremely 
gratified  with  his  vifit. 

Mr.  Puget,  who  had  to  execute  the  remaining  part  of  his  embaffy, 
attended  the  venerable  old  chief  and  his  fuite  on  board  the  Chatham, 
where  they  paid  their  refpeQs  to  Mr.  Broughton ;  and,  having  received 
fome  prefents  from  that  gentleman,  they  proceeded  to  the  fhore.  On 
knding,  Enemoh  expofed  the  feveral  articles  which  had  been  given  ta 
him,  and  recounted  the  treatment  he  had  received. 

Although  Mr.  Puget  was  much  pleafed  with  the  fatisfaftion  and  happi- 
nefs  which  the  vifit  had  afforded  all  prefent,  he  was  much  difappointed  on 
underftanding  that  the  embarkation  of  the  prince  and  his  young  friend 
would  not  take  place.  On  his  fearching  for  the  caufe  of  this  fudden  altera- 
tion, and  pointing  out  to  Enemoh  the  reception  he  had  met,  the  prefents  he 
had  received,  and  affuring  him,  that  we  had  no  wifli  or  defire  but  to  fliew 
the  fame  marks  of  refpeft  and  friendftiip  to  Tamooere,  which  he  had  given 
us  an  opportunity  of  paying  to  him  (all  of  which  were  readily  admitted) ; 
Enemo,  with  fome  hefitation,  explained ;  and  at  length  the  reafon  was 
difcovered  to  have  proceeded  from  their  having  obferved,  that  the  two 
gentlemen  who  had  been  left  as  hofl;ages,  were  down  on  the  beach  near 
the  boats,  and  they  fuppofed  were  going  on  board  without  waiting  the 
return  of  the  prince  to  the  fliore.  Mr.  Puget  inftantly  removed  their 
apprehenfions,  when  all  objeftions  ceafed ;  and  the  prince  and  his  young 
companion  were  now  as  eager  to  get  to  the  boat,  as  they  before  had 
been  willing  to  return  on  the  demur  of  the  regent ;  from  whom  Mr. 
Puget  underftood,  that  fome  hogs  and  vegetables  were  every  minute 
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expefted  to  arrive.  But  not  thinking  it  advifeable  to  wait,  left  any  other 
obje61:ion  might  arife  and  detain  the  prince  on  fhore,  he  immediately 
put  ofF,  leaving  Mr.  Manby  and  Mr.  Sheriff  in  their  former  fituation  as 
hoftages. 

I  was  much  pleafed  with  the  appearance  and  behaviour  of  this  young 
prince,  who  feemed  to  be  about  twelve  years  of  age.  In  his  coun- 
tenance was  exhibited  much  affability  and  cheerfulnefs  ;  and,  on  clofely 
obferving  his  features,  they  had  infinitely  more  the  refemblance  of  an 
European,  than  of  thofe  which  generally  charafterize  thefe  iflanders ;  be- 
ing deftitute  of  that  natural  ferocity  fo  confpicuous  in  the  perfons  about 
him.  In  thefe  refpefts,  and  in  the  quicknefs  oF  his  comprehenfion  and 
ideas,  he  greatly  furpaffed  his  young  friend  and  companion  Tipoone. 
At  firft,  he  was  not  without  confiderable  agitation,  marked  as  evidently 
by  the  fenfibility  of  his  countenance,  as  by  his  aftions ;  in  conftantly 
clinging  to  me,  and  repeatedly  faluting  me  according  to  their  cuf- 
tom,  by  touching  nofes.  I  foon  diffipated  his  fears  by  a  few  trifling 
prefents,  and  encouraged  him  to  vifit  every  part  of  the  ftiip.  His  in- 
quiries and  obfervations,  on  this  occafion,  were  not,  as  might  have 
been  expefted  from  his  age,  direfted  to  trivial  matters  ;  which  either 
efcaped  his  notice,  or  were  by  him  deemed  unworthy  of  it ;  but  to  fuch 
circamftances  alone,  as  would  have  authorized  queftions  from  perfons 
of  matured  years  and  fome  experience.  He  conduced  himfelf  with  a 
great  degree  of  good  breeding,  and  applied  to  Rowbottom  or  Williams, 
who  were  with  him,  to  know  if  he  might  be  permitted,  or  it  were  proper, 
to  make  this,  or  that  inquiry  ;  and  never  moved  forward,  or  fat  down, 
without  firtl  inquiring,  if,  by  fo  doing,  he  ftiould  incur  any  difpleafure. 
It  was  now  about  our  dinner-time.  His  young  friend  Tipoone  did  not 
fail  to  partake  of  our  repaft,  whilft  the  prince  feemed  infinitely  mjore 
entertained  with  the  feveral  new  objefts  that  furrounded  him,  and,  I 
believe,  would  linve  returned  to  the  fliore  perfeftly  fatisfied  with  his 
vifit,  had  I  offered  him  nothing  more.  Confidering,  however,  that 
fome  acknowledgment  was  due  for  their  care,  and  honefty  in  reftoring. 
not  only  the  articles,  which  through  neceffity  had  been  committed 
to    their  charge,   but  fuch   as    were  recovered  from   the  fea ;    when, 
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dinner  was  ended,  I  prelentcd  Tamooere  wiih  nearly  a  duplicate  afFort- 
ment  of  the  valuables  I  had,  in  the  forenoon,  given  to  Enemoh,  with 
fome  few  other  things  that  (eemed  particularly  to  attracl  his  attention. 
Amongfl;  thefe  was  a  quantity  of  wine  and  rum,  for  which  thefe  illan- 
ders,  like  our  fouthern  friends,  have  acquired  no  inconfiderable  relifii. 
I  prefented  likewife  to  his  friend  a  colleftion  of  valuables  ;  and  gave 
to  each  of  his  attendants  fome  trivial  article,  with  which  they  fecmed 
agreeably  furprized,  as  this  compliment  was  expeCled  by  none  of  them. 
Our  countrymen  who  were  in  the  habit  of  living  with  the  prince, 
were  inftrufted  to  imprefs  on  the  minds  of  the  royal  party  and  the  in- 
habitants in  general,  that  the  liberality  the)'  had  experienced  was  wholly 
to  be  afcribed  to  their  own  civil,  orderly,  and  honell  behaviour  ;  and, 
that,  (in  addition  to  what  they  had  received,)  as  a  particular  teftimony  of 
my  approbation  of  their  conduft,  if  they  would  remain  on  board  until 
it  was  dark  they  fliould  be  entertained  with  a  difplay  of  fire-works. 
Tamoeree,  though  well  fatisfied  that  our  intentions  were  pacific  and 
friendly,  and  though  perfeftly  reconciled  to  his  fituation  on  board,  yet 
renuelled  he  might  be  permitted  to  go  on  fliorc,  and,  if  Enemoh  had 
no  objeflion,  he  would  return.  He  intreated  us  to  remain  a  few 
days,  to  enable  him  to  make  us  fome  return  for  our  civilities,  in  hogs 
and  vegetables  ;  a  fupply  of  which,  he  expeftcd,  were  already  at  the 
beach ;  but  as  we  had  accomplifhed  all  the  bufinefs  for  which  we  had 
flopped  at  this  ifiand,  and  being  defirous  of  obtaining  from  Onchow  a 
flock  f  yams,  (a  vegetable  that  Attowai  did  not  at  that  time  afford)  I 
gave  ilie  young  prince  to  underftand,  that  if  the  wind  fhould  prove  fa- 
vorable in  the  courfe  of  the  night,  we  fhould,  on  a  certainty,  depart  for 
Onchow. 

After  vifiting  the  Chatham  with  the  prince,  Mr.  Puget  returned  with 
his  charo"C  to  the  fhore ;  where  the  party  was  received  with  the  greatefl 
cordiality  by  a  large  concourfe  of  the  natives,  who,  under  the  reflriftions 
of  the  taboo,  were  kept  in  excellent  order.  The  prince  was  carried  on 
a  man's  fhoulders  and  feated  in  the  houfe  which  our  officers  occupied. 
There  he  was  foon  joined  by  Enemoh,  with  a  large  train  of  attendants,  who 
unanimoufly  cxpreffed  their  fatisfaftion  and  gratitude  for  the  treatment 
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their  young  chief  had  experienced  ;  of  which,  the  valuable  prefents 
brought  from  the  fhips  bore  undeniable  teftimony. 

Not  feeing,  nor  hearing  any  tidings  of,  the  promifed  fupply  of  pro- 
vifions,  nor  difcovering  any  inclination  in  the  royal  party  to  return  for 
the  purpofe  of  attending  the  fire-works,  Mr.  Puget  took  his  leave  and 
repaired  on  board.  Previoully  to  his  quitting  the  (hore,  the  prince  found 
out  that  the  exhibition  could  be  equally  well  feen  from  the  beach,  and 
therefore  requefled  he  might  be  indulged. 

As  our  young  friend  was  anxioufly  waiting,  with  a  large  crowd  of  his 
countrymen,  in  expeftation  of  fomething  new,  as  foon  as  it  became 
dark  I  ordered  fome  fliy  and  water  rockets  to  be  difplayed.  NomateC' 
hetee  and  Too,  who,  with  feveral  of  the  natives,  male  and  female,  had 
begged  a  paflage  to  Onchow,  obferved  the  rockets  with  infinite  furprize 
and  admiration,  as  did  the  concourfe  of  people  afTembled  on  fhore ; 
which  was  announced  to  us  by  their  repeated  burfts  of  acclamation, 
diflinftly  heard,  though  at  the  diftance  of  nearly  two  miles. 

I  fliould  be  guilty  of  an  unpardonable  injuflice  to  thefe  people,  were 
I  to  neg!c61;  this  opportunity  of  obferving,  that  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  their  engagement  with  Mr.  Puget,  combined  with  thofe  prin- 
ciples of  honefty  that  dire6led  the  rcftoration  of  the  articles  recovered 
from  the  fea,  produced  in  our  minds  opinions  very  contrary  to  thofe 
which  we  had,  perhaps  too  haflily,  formed  of  Attowai,  on  the  report  of  the 
recent  vifuors  to  this  country  ;  and  which,  on  the  prejudice  of  our  firft 
impreffions,  we:e  confirmed  greatly  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  general 
charaftcr,  to  which,  it  now  appeared,  thefe  ifianders  were  entitled.  The 
reports,  however,  ought  not  to  be  confidered  as  having  originated  with- 
out caufe ;  though,  in  all  likelihood,  tranfgrefiions  may  have  L  n  com- 
mitted by  fi;rangers  as  well  as  by  the  natives,  and  the  want  of  a  lufficient 
knowledge  of  each  other's  language,  may  have  provoked  mutual  aggreffi- 
on,  which,  otherways,  would  not,  fo  repeatedly,  have  produced  mifundcr- 
ftandings.  That  the  natives  had  not  been  faithfully  dealt  with  on  all  occafi- 
ons,  feemed  evident,  from  the  prince  or  regent  demanding  an  hoftagc  for 
their  fafe  return,  on  their  confenting  to  venture  themfelves  amongfi  us; 
a  circumltance  that  had  never  belore  occurred  in  any  of  my  vifits  to  the 
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iflands  in  this  ocean.  And,  that  they  are  capable  of  being  taught  by  proper 
IcfTons  and  examples  how  to  rcfpcft  the  property  of  others,  is  placed  out 
of  doubt  by  the  exercife  of  thofc  principles  of  reflitude  that  dire61ed  the 
honorable  reftoration  of  the  niulkct  and  tools  which  they  recovered  from 
tlie  fea  ;  and  this  alfo  affords  rcafonable  grounds  to  believe,  that,  on  their 
being  convinced  that  irregularities  and  frauds  are  not  to  be  committed 
with  impunity,  all  the  inhabitants  of  thcfe  iflands  would  foon  be  induced 
to  avoid  difgrace  and  punifhmcnt,  and  fccure  the  advantages  refulting 
from  the  friendfhip  of  the  more  civilized  world.  Nothing  could  mani- 
feft  more  powerfully  their  being  already  extremely  confcious  of  this 
important  interefl,  than  the  faithful  difchargc  of  the  trufl  repofed  in  them 
by  Mr.  Puget,  and  the  delivery  of  the  valuables  recovered  out  of  the 
water,  which  might  have  been  fecreted  and  with-held  without  fear  of 
deteftion,  and  for  which  they  were  not  requeued  to  f^arch ;  nor  was 
any  reward  offered  to  thofe  who  might  exert  tlieiT-.i'elves  to  procure  them. 
We  might  poffibly  be  in  fome  meafure  indebted  fnr  the  good  behaviour 
of  the  natives,  to  the  confidence  that  the  chiefs  had  reafon  to  fuppofe 
was  placed  in  their  integrity.  This,  when  repofed  in  their  chiefs  or 
refponfible  perfons,  I  have,  in  former  inflances,  fcen  attended  with  the 
mofl  happy  effe6l. 

The  people  of  the  feveral  nations  who  have  vifited  thefe  iflands, 
are  well  known  and  diflinguifhed  by  the  inhabitants.  I  was  extreme- 
ly M-ell  pleafed  to  underfland  that  the  three  refident  men,  though  at 
prefent  in  the  fervice  of  an  American,  had  ufed  every  endeavour  to 
imprefs  on  the  minds  of  the  natives,  the  mofl  favorable  opinion  of  the 
Englifh  ;  and  I  was  made  very  happy  on  being  convinced  of  the  flrong 
predile6lion  and  attachment  which  the  young  prince  had  conceived  for 
the  fubjefts  of  Great-Britain.  This  prepoflelfion,  if  properly  cherifhed, 
may  eventually  be  highly  important  to  the  Britifh  traders  ;  for,  if  con- 
clufions  may  be  permitted  to  be  drawn  from  the  general  deportment 
and  manners  of  his  early  years,  the  riper  ones  of  this  young  prince 
mufl  be  attended  with  a  very  confiderable  degree  of  confequence,  in  this 
part  of  the  world.  This  prefumption  appears  the  more  warrantable,  by 
the  fplendid  atchievements,  and  the  example  he  will  have  had  exhibited  by 
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his  father,  who  has  raifed  himfelf  to  the  high  fbtion  he  at  prcfcnt  fills 
by  his  perfeverance  and  prowefs  in  military  exploits. 

The  predileftion  of  the  prince  was  not  only  confpicuous  in  the  at- 
tention fhewn  to  Rowbottom  and  his  comrades,  whofe  perfons  and  j)ro- 
perty  he  had  made  facred  by  their  conftantly  refiding  with  him,  and  by 
his  making  them  his  companions  in  all  his  diverfions  and  amufemcnts, 
but  in  his  having  affumed  the  title  of  King  George ;  not  fuffering  his 
domeftics  to  addrefs  him  by  any  other  name,  and  being  much  difpleafed 
with  us,  as  well  as  his  countrymen,  if  we  called  him  Tamooere. 

Befides  the  different  articles  of  traffic  with  which  I  prefented  this  pro- 
mifing  youth,  were  a  male  and  female  goat,  and  two  gcefe ;  Mr.  Broughton 
added  a  third ;  and  we  had  hopes  they  were  of  different  fexes.  He  had 
likewife  an  ewe  and  a  ram  in  moft  excellent  condition,  left  by  Mr. 
Colnett ;  thefe  had  bred,  but  their  progeny  had  been  unfortunately  killed 
by  a  dog.  Notwithftanding  this  accident,  there  was  every  profpeft  of 
their  future  propagation  and  fuccefs. 

From  Mr.  Puget  I  learned,  that  there  appeared  in  none  of  his  tranfa6lions 
with  the  royal  party  any  marks  of  external  refpeft  towards  them,  ei- 
ther from  the  fubordinate  chiefs,  or  the  common  people.  When  I  was 
at  thefe  iflands  with  Captain  Cook,  proftration  was  very  ufually  ob- 
ferved,  and  feemed  then  to  be  demanded  even  by  chiefs,  though  not  of 
the  higheft  rank.  On  this  occafion,  the  only  circumftance  which  pro- 
claimed the  prince's  fuperior  rank,  was  a  guard  confiding  of  about  thirty 
men,  armed  with  iron  pahooas,  who  attended  him  and  the  royal  per- 
fonages  on  all  excurfions,  carrying  thirteen  mufkets  made  up  into  three 
bundles,  with  fome  callibafhes  containing  ammunition,  of  which  it  was 
thought  expedient  we  (hould  be  apprized  previous  to  their  vifit,  left 
fuch  formidable  appearances  (hould  create  in  us  diftruft  or  fufpicion. 
During  the  time  our  party  was  employed  on  fliore,  an  armed  man  was 
fcarcely  ever  fcen ;  and  fuch  of  the  natives  who  appeared  fo  provided, 
brought  their  weapons  for  the  purpofe  of  fale  only. 

About  three  in  the  morning  of  the  14th,  we  failed  with  a  fine  north-  Wedncf.  t\, 
crly  breeze  for  Oneliow,  in  order,  whilftthe  decks  of  the  Chatham  were 
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caulking,  to  take  on  board  fucli  yams  and  other  vegetables  as  we  might 
be  able  to  procure. 

On  our  arrival  at  Onehow,  we  anchored  in  14  fathom  water  off  the 
fouth  |)art  of  the  ifland,  about  ^  of  a  mile  from  the  fhore;  its  fouth  eafl 
j)oint  bearing  by  conipafs  s.  77  e.  its  weft  point  N.48  w.  and  the  idand 
of  Tahoora  s.  58  w.  Finding  the  bottom  here  foft,  fandy,  regular,  and 
good,  I  was  induced  to  prefer  this  anchorage  to  a  fituation  I  had  been 
in,  further  to  the  n.n.w.  as  the  furf  broke  with  great  violence  on  the 
N.  w.  fide  of  the  ifland,  though  here  we  rode  very  fmoothly.  Nomateehctee 
wiflied  we  had  proceeded  further  weft ;  faying,  the  natives  would  have  a 
great  way  to  bring  us  their  yams  and  other  produ6lions.  Theftation  we 
had  taken  was  not  however  attended  with  any  fuch  inconvenience;  as, 
by  friday  in  the  afternoon,  we  had  purchafed  a  very  ample  fupply :  and 
the  Chatham's  deck  being  now  finiflied,  about  fix  in  the  evening  we 
proceeded  together  towards  the  coaft  of  America. 

On  our  departure,  the  two  Engliflimcn  with  our  other  friends  took 
their  leave,  who,  for  tlie  good  fervices  they  had  rendered  us,  received 
acknowledgment!  far  beyond  their  moft  fanguine  expeftations. 

The  fupply  of  refrefliments  which  the  Sandwich  iflands  on  this  occa- 
fion  had  afforded  us,  was  undeniably  a  very  fcanty  one.  This,  however, 
I  did  not  folely  attribute  to  fcarcity,  as  I  had  frequently  great  rcafon  to 
believe  an  abundant  llock  might  have  been  procured,  had  we  been  in- 
clined to  have  purchafed  them  with  arms  and  ammunition  ;  with  which, 
through  the  unpardonable  condu6l  of  the  various  traders  who  have  vifited 
thefe  iflands,  the  inhabitants  have  become  very  familiar,  and  ufe  thcfe  wea- 
pons with  an  adroitnefs  that  would  not  difgrace  the  generality  of  Euro- 
pean foldiers.  Their  great  avidity  for  procuring  thefe  deftru6Hvc  en- 
gines may  poflibly  have  been  increaled  by  the  fucccffes  of  Tianna,  who, 
it  fiiould  feem,  is  principally  indebted  for  his  prefent  exaltation,  to  the 
fire  arms  he  imported  from  China,  and  thofe  he  has  fince  procured  from 
the  different  traders.  His  example  has  produced  in  every  chief  of  con- 
fequence  an  inordinate  thirft  for  power ;  and  a  fpirit  of  enterprize  and 
ambition  feems  generally  diffufed  aniongft  them.  If  reliance  is  to  be 
placed  on  the  information  which  I  received,  tlie  flame  of  thefe  unwar- 
rantable 
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rantable  defires  has  been  raifcd  by  the  pratliceof  every  fpccics  of  arlifiee 
and  addii  fs  in  their  European  and  Anicriean  vifitors  ;  w'ho  have  thereby 
enhanced  the  value  of  fueh  de(hu6li\c  artiel(\s  of  commerce.  For  theic 
alone  the  natives  now  feem  inclined  to  exchange  the  viLhiabIc  refrefh- 
ments,  with  which  there  can  be  little  doubt  thefc  idands  dill  abound. 
The  evil  of  this  trade  will  be  materially  felt  by  veflels  that  may  have 
occafion  to  refort  to  this  country,  unequipped  with  military  florcs  lor 
the  inhuman  purpofe  of  barter  with  thele  people ;  and  it  is  much  to  be 
apprehended  the  mifchiefwill  extend  confidcrably  further,  as  we  have 
been  acquainted,  by  the  late  adventurers  in  the  fur  trade,  that  thele 
iflanders  have  tried  various  fchcmes  to  dellroy  the  crews,  and  to  gain 
pofTelTion  of  fome  of  the  trading  veflels,  hi  which  they  fucceeded  too  well 
with  Mr.  Medcalf 's  fchooner  at  Owhyhce.  Thefe  ambitious  defigns  how- 
ever, liad  been  rendered  in  mod  inflances  ineff'e6lual,  by  the  fuperiority 
alone  which  the  traders  pofTefTed  in  fire-arms ;  and  yet,  neither  the  convic- 
tion of  their  own  fecurity  being  wholly  dependant  on  *.hefe  powerful  means 
of  defence,  nor  the  common  principles  of  humanity,  feem  to  have  had 
fufficient  influence  to  reflrain  a  traffic,  encouraged  by  avaricious  pur- 
fuits  in  defiance  of  all  moral  obligation. 

The  alteration  which  has  taken  place  in  the  feveral  governments  of 
thefe  iflands  fince  their  firft  difcovery  by  Captain  Cook,  has  arifen  from 
inceffant  war,  inftigated  both  at  home  and  abroad  by  ambitious  and  en- 
terprizing  chieftans  ;  which  the  commerce  for  European  arms  and  am- 
munition cannot  fail  of  encouraging  to  the  moft;  deplorable  extent. 

If  we  may  be  allowed  to  decide  by  comparing  the  numerous  throngs 
tliat  appeared  on  the  firft  vifits  of  the  Refolution  and  Difcovery,  and 
which  were  then  conftantly  attendant  on  all  our  motions,  with  the  very 
few  we  have  feen  on  the  prefent  occafion,  the  mortality  muft  have  been 
very  confiderable.  It  may  however  be  objefled,  that  the  novelty  of  lucli 
vifitors  having,  at  this  time,  greatly  abated,  is  fufficient  to  account  for  the 
apparent  depopulation.  But  when  it  is  confidered,  how  eflentialour  dif- 
ferent implements  and  manufaftures  are  now  become  to  their  common 
comforts,  that  reafon  will  not  apply ;  as  every  individual  is  eager  to 
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bring  fi)rih  all  his  fiiperfluous  wealth,  on  the  arrival  of  European  com- 
modities in  the  inarkft. 

At  Whytcete,  I  had  occafion  to  obferve  that,  althougii  the  town  was 
cxtenfive,  and  the  houfcs  numerous,  yet  they  were  thinly  inhabited,  and 
many  appeared  to  be  intirely  abandoned.  The  village  of  Whymea  is 
reduced  at  lead  two-thirds  of  its  fize,  fmce  the  years  1778  and  1779. 
In  thofe  places  where,  on  my  former  vifits,  the  houfes  were  moft  nume- 
rous, was  now  a  clear  fpace,  occupied  by  grafs  and  weeds.  That  exter- 
nal wars  and  internal  commotions  had  been  the  caiife  of  this  devaftati- 
on,  was  further  confirmed  by  the  refult  of  my  inquiries  off  Owhyhec, 
when  it  did  not  appear  that  any  of  the  chiefs,  with  whom  I  had  been 
formerly  acquainted,  excepting  Tamaah-maaha,  was  then  living ;  nor 
did  we  underftand,  that  many  had  died  a  natural  death,  moft  of  them 
having  been  killed  in  thefe  deplorable  contefts. 

The  (hort  time  we  remained  amongll  thefe  people,  did  not  allow  of 
my  obtaining  the  fatisfaftory  information  I  fought,  and  which  was  fo 
very  delirable  on  this,  as  well  as  on  other  important  topics.  This  has 
induced  me  to  referve  the  fubjeft  matter  I  had  collefted,  until  I  Ihould 
have  an  opportunity  of  going  into  a  more  correal  invelligation :  for  the 
prefent,  therefore,  I  (hall  take  leave  of  the  Sandwich  iflands,  by  ftating  the 
advantages  which  the  Americans  promife  themfelves  by  the  commercial 
fnterefts  they  are  endeavouring  to  eftablifh  in  thefe  leas. 

Previoufly  to  the  departure  of  Rowbottom  and  Williams,  they  informed 
me,  that  their  captain  had  conceived  that  a  valuable  branch  of  commerce 
might  be  created,  by  the  importation  of  the  fandal-wood  of  this  country 
into  India,  where  it  fells  at  an  exorbitant  price ;  that,  in  the  fur  trade, 
immenfe  profits  had  been  gained,  infomuch  that  it  was  expe6led  not 
lefe  than  twenty  vefTels  would,  on  thefe  purfuits,  fail  with  their  cap- 
tain (Kendrick)  from  New  England,  and  that  they  were  defired  to 
engage  the  natives  to  provide  feveral  cargoes  of  this  wood,  which 
is  eafily  procared,  as  the  mountains  of  Attowai  as  well  as  thofe  of 
Owhyhee,  abound  with  the  trees  from  which  it  is  produced ;  though  we 
were  not  able  to  procure  any  of  their  leaves,  to  determine  its  particular 
elafc  or  fpecies.     The  wood  feemed  but  flightly  to  anfwer  the  defcription 
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given  of  the  yellow  fandal  wootl  of  India,  which  Ls  there  a  very  varuabfe 
commodity,  and  is  fold  by  weight. 

The  pearls  I  faw  were  but  few,  and  confided  of  three  forts,  the  white, 
yellow,  and  lead  colour.  The  white  were  very  indifferent,  being  fmall, 
irregular  in  fhape,  and  poffefling  little  beauty;  the  yellow,  and  thofe  of 
a  lead-colour,  were  better  formed,  and,  in  point  of  appearance,  of  fu- 
perior  quality.  Mr.  Kendrick  muft,  undoubtedly,  flatter  himfelf  with 
great  emoluments  from  thefe  branches  of  commerce,  or  he  would  not 
thus  have  retained  three  men  in  conftant  pay  for  fuch  a  confiderable 
length  of  time,  with  a  promile  of  further  reward  if  they  conduced 
themfelves  with  fidelity  towards  his  intereft.  This  proceeding,  however, 
appears  to  have  been  the  effeti  of  a  fudden  thought,  as  it  was  not  until  bis 
brig  was  weighing  anchor  at  Onehow  that  he  came  to  this  determination, 
and  landed  the  three  men  ;  who,  in  confequence  of  fuch  fhort  notice, 
had  no  means  of  equipping  themfelves,  and  were  It  ft  almoft.  deiUtute 
of  apparel.  The  few  clothes  they  had  were  nearly  worn  out ;  theie  I 
replaced  with  a  fufficient  flock  to  ferve  them  fome  time  ;  and,  to  add  as 
much  as  poITible  to  their  comforts  in  their  prefent  fituation,  and  to  make 
them  refpeftable  in  the  eyes  of  the  people  with  whom  they  were  yet 
to  remain  for  feveral  months,  they  received  fuch  tools  and  articles  of 
traffic  as  would  bed;  anfwer  their  purpofe,  and  fome  books,  pens,  ink, 
and  paper,  for  their  amufenient,  with  an  afTortment  of  garden  feeds, 
and  fome  orange  and  lemon  plants  that  were  in  a  very  flourifhing  Aate. 

To  the  care  of  Rowbottom,  who  feemed  the  moft  qualified,  I  in- 
truded a  letter  of  inftruftions  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  ftore- 
fhip,  whofe  arrival  we  daily  expe6led;  as  alfo  one  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty,  acquainting  them  with  the  time  we  had  quitted  thefe  iflands, 
the  date  and  condition  of  the  veffels,  and  health  of  their  crews,  the 
route  I  had  taken  to  this  dation,  and  the  difcoveries  we  had  made. 

Kendall's  chronometer,  agreeably  to  its  error  and  rate  of  going  as 
afcertained  at  Otaheite,  agreed  fo  well  on  our  arrival  at  Owhyhee,  that 
I  was  not  at  all  folicitous  for  any  further  invedigation.  Our  obferva- 
tions  in  Whymea  road  made  its  latitude  2i'*^j'^,  and  its  longitude,  by 
the  chronometer,  200"  18' 15",  varying  5' 15"  to  the  eadward  of  Captain 
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Cook's,  and  i'45"to  the  wcllward  of  Captain  King's  aflignitl  tiiu' lon- 
gitude of  the  roadfk'd;  wlicna'  I  concluded  its  rate  of  going  very  cor- 
rett.  The  Portfmouth  rate  fhewcd  20i''.\o'  /\rj".  Mr.  Arnold's  chrono- 
meter, on  board  the  Chatham,  made  the  longitude  of  Whymea,  accor- 
ding to  its  Otaheitean  rate,  iQ9''58',qo".  Our  anchorage  at  Onehow, 
by  obfervation,  was  in  latitude  21" 46';^",  the  longitude,  by  the  chro- 
nometer,  199" 40'.  This  llation  is  to  the  k.s.e.  of  the  Ipot  where  tiu- 
Refolution  anchored,  and  which  is  laid  down  by  Captain  Cook  in  lati- 
tude 2i''5o',  longitude  199°45';  confequently,  our  obfervations  place 
the  fouth  point  of  Onehow  nearly  in  the  fame  latitu<le,  though  8'  fur- 
ther to  the  weflward,  and  2  leagues  further  diftant  from  Whymea.  The 
Portfmouth  rate  fhewed  the  longitude  to  be  201°  5';  but  Mr.  Arnold's 
chronometer  made  a  much  greater  difference,  as  it  placed  the  anchorage 
at  Onehow  in  longitude  199"  12' 15".  At  this  iiland,  we  found  the  tides 
regular,  as  noticed  by  Captain  Cook ;  but  at  Attowai  and  Woahoo,  there 
was  a  current  which  generally  fet  to  the  eaftward. 
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CHAPTER     III. 

Pajfagt  to  the  coajl  of  America — Find  the  main-vinjl  fpruyig — See  the  land 
of  New  Albion — Proceed  along  the  coajl — Fall  in  with  an  American  vef- 
fel — Enter  the  fuppofedjl raits  of  De  Fuca — Anchor  there. 
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ITlAVING  put  to  fea  from  Onehow,  as  before  related,  we  ftood  to  the 
N.w,  clofe  hauled,  with  a  moderate  breeze  at  n.n.k.  attended  by  a 
heavy  fwell  from  the  n.w.  until  the  next  morning,  when  the  wind  liav- 
ing  veered  to  that  quarter,  we  made  fail  to  the  n.k.  in  order  that  we 
might  pafs  to  the  north  of  the  Sandwich  iliands,  and  be  enabled  to  Iteer 
to  the  eaftward,  Ihould  the  wind  continue  its  northern  dirc6lion,  from 
whence  it  had  lately  prevailed.  By  noon  the  wind  blew  a  frefh  gale 
from  N.N.w.  attended  with  fome  trifling  fqualls ;  our  latitude  was  now 
22°  16',  longitude  199"  17' ;  the  wed  point  of  Onehow  bearing  by  com- 
pafs  s.  57  E.  8  leagues  didant.  About  two  in  the  afternoon  we  difeo- 
vered  a  fpring  in  the  main  mad  on  the  larboard  fide,  about  fix  feet  below 
the  hounds.  This  part  of  the  mad  had  occupied  much  of  our  intention 
fince  our  departure  from  Teneriffe,  in  eonfequence  of  a  fuipicious  ap- 
pearance near  a  rugged  knot,  oppofite  to  the  place  whei^e  the  defeat 
now  became  evident.  We  were  under  an  immediate  necedity  of  getting 
down  the  top-gallant-mad,  with  every  moveable  out  of  the  top;  clofe 
reefing  the  topfail,  and  lightening  the  head  of  the  mad  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  until  a  fifh  fiiould  be  prepared ;  which  the  carpenters  lod  no  time 
in  getting  ready.  A  defeft  was  alfo  difcovered  in  the  head  of  the  fore- 
mad,  above  the  rigging,  which  was  of  lefs  importance,  and  did  not  re- 
quire any  additional  fecurity  for  the  prefent. 

At 


1794. 

M,irch. 


atLiidi 


ay  17. 


i'    '  < 


Myt.ii 


192 


A    VOYAGE    OF    DISCOVERY 


^■:MM>' 


MM 


'70«'  At  fun-fet  Attowai  bore  by  compafs  s.8oe.  to  s.45  u.  and  Onehow 

C— >—  -/  S.  4  \v.  to  s.  14  w.  The  wind  remaining  in  the  N.w.  we  flood  on,  and 
about  midnight  pafTed  the  north  point  of  Attowai  at  no  great  diftance ; 
though  the  weather  being  very  dark  and  hazy,  prevented  our  feeing  the 
land. 

Sunday  18.  On  funday  morning  we  took  our  departure  from  the  Sandwich  iflands : 
Attowai  bearing  by  compafs  s.5  e.  to  s,  30  vi'.  lo  or  11  leagues  diftant. 
In  the  afternoon  all  the  fails  were  furled  on  the  main-maft,  and  we  were 
employed  until  fix  in  the  evening  in  fixing  the  fifh,  and  fecuring  the 
head  of  the  mafl ;  when  the  fails  were  again  fet,  and  we  proceeded  to  the 
E.  N.  E.  The  wind  was  generally  to  the  weftward  of  north,  with  cool 
and  pleafant,  though  generally  cloudy  weather,  attended  by  a  great  fwell 
from  the  n.w.  which  indicated  the  wind  having  blown  with  much  vio- 
lence in  that  direftion.  The  main-maft,  after  a  trial  of  fome  days  in  a 
frefh  gale  with  a  heavy  fea,  not  feeming  to  complain,  thetop-gallart  maft 

Filday  13.  \\ras  on  the  23d  got  up,  and  the  ufual  quantity  of  fail  carried.  The  N.w. 
fwell  had  now  almoft  fubfided,  and  the  wind  veered  round  to  n.e.  with 
which  we  ftood  to  the  n.n.w.  The  weather  continuing  dark  and 
gloomy  pr(-\"cnted  our  making  any  obfervations  on  the  folar  cclipfe  this 
morning ;  but  at  noon  our  obferved  latitude  was  24"  43',  longitude 
209°  6';  and  in  the  afternoon  the  variation  was  found  to  be  ii°  5'  eaft- 
wardly. 

Our  courfe  was  dire6led  to  the  caftward  or  northward  as  the  wind  veered, 
which  was  moftly  in  the  northern  board,  blowing  a  moderate  breeze  with 

Tlmrrdiy2g.  plcafant  Weather.  On  the  29th,  in  latitude  27",  I  got  five  fets  of  diftances 
of  the  moon  and  fun;  the  mean  refult  gave  the  longitude  214"  21'  15"; 
by  the  chronometer  it  was  213°  46' 30";  and  by  the  dead  reckoning, 
211°  44'.  This  error  in  the  dead  reckoning  fccnied  gradually  to  have 
taken  place  fince  our  departure  from  Attowai;  ap.d  many  of  the  officers 
having  lately  made  feveral  lunar  obfervations  with  great  accuracv,  whofe 
mean  refult  gave  from  25'  to  40'  eaft  of  the  chrononuMcr,  I  was  led  to 
believe,  that  oui  change  of  climate  (the  thermometer  having  fallen  from 
about  80  to  about  66  fince  leaving  the  Sandwich  iflands,)  had  caufed 
fome  acceleration  in   its  rate  of  going.     From  hence  our  progrefs  was 
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attended  by  a  very  finootli  fca,  and  in  general  by  cloudy  and  gloomy  «79«' 
weather.  Tlic  wind  between  N.by  w.  and  n.n.e.  blew  Co  gently,  that  i_  -,-  _^ 
on  the  7th  ofapril  wc  had  only  reached  the  latitude  of  35°  25';  longitude  Satunby  7, 
217°  2.[',  by  the  dead  reckoning  21 4°/! 2' ;  when  we  found  ourfelves  in  the 
midftof  immenfe  numbers  of  the  fea  blubber  of  the  fpecies  of  the  Medufa 
Villilia;  fo  that  the  furface  of  the  ocean  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  was 
covered  with  thefe  animals  in  lich  abundance,  that  even  a  pea  could  hard- 
ly be  (hopped  clear  of  them.  The  largefl  did  not  exceed  four  inches  in 
circumference ;  and  adhering  to  them  was  found  a  worm  of  a  beautiful  blue 
colour,  much  refembling  a  caterpillar.  This  worm  is  about  an  inch  and 
a  half  long,  thickefl  toward  the  head,  forming  a  three-fided  figure,  its 
back  being  the  broadeft ;  its  belly,  or  under  part,  was  provided  with  a 
feftooned  membrane,  with  which  it  attached  itfelf  to  the  medufa  villilia. 
Along  the  ridge  connefting  the  fides  and  back  from  the  flioulders  to  the 
tail,  on  each  fide,  are  numberlefs  fmall  fibres,  about  the  eighth  of  an  inch 
in  length,  like  th.c  downy  hair  of  infetls,  but  much  more  fubflantial ; 
probably  intended  to  ani(l  the  animal  in  its  progrefs  through  the  water. 
This  worm  or  caterpillar  Mr.  Menzies  confidered  to  be  a  new  genus. 
We  faw  alfo  in  the  forenoon  a  bird,  which  I  took  to  be  of  the  duck  or 
awke  kind,  flying  to  the  n.w.,  but  at  too  great  a  diftance  to  difcover 
its  charaflcr. 

Since  our  leaving  the  land  wc  had  been  daily  vifited  by  one  or  two 
large  birds,  but  not  more  at  a  time,  which  we  fometimes  took  for  the 
quebrantahuefTos,  and  at  others  for  a  fpecies  of  albatrofs.  On  funda)',  the  Sunday  8- 
weather  being  perfe6lly  calm,  Mr.  Mc  nzies  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  deter- 
mine this  point,  by  killing  a  brown  albatrofs ;  of  the  fame  fort,  I  believe, 
as  are  found  in  abundance  about  Terra  del  Fuego,  diftinguifhed  vulgarly 
by  the  name  of  Mother  Gary's  geefe,  on  account  of  the  white  rump, 
fhape  of  the  tail.  Sec.  which  refemble  the  fiorm  petrel,  commonly  called 
Mother  Gary's  chicken.  This  albatrofs  had  alfo  a  white  mark,  about  the 
eighth  of  an  inch  wide,  and  two  inches  long,  extending  in  a  diagonal  di- 
rc61ion  from  the  inner  corner  of  its  eye  towards  the  neck.  From  tip  to 
tip  of  each  wing  it  mcafurcd  {'cxcn  feet;  and,  from  the  extremity  of  the 
beak  to  that  of  the  tail,  three  feet. 
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The  wcatlier  continued  pleafant,  nearly  calm  or  with  light  variable 
breezes  until  tuefday,  when  in  latitude  36°,  longitude  219°  34',  the  wind 
blew  a  moderate  gale,  and  feemed  fettled  in  the  fouthern  quarter  ;  with 
which  we  made  all  fail,  fteerihg  to  the  eaflward.  Notwithftanding  I  had,  in 
cale  of  feparation  with  the  Chatham,  appointed  our  next  rendezvous  in 
Berkley's  found,  yet  whilft  we  were  fo  fortunate  as  to  keep  together,  it 
was  my  fixed  determination  to  fall  in  with  the  coafl;  of  New  Albion  as  far 
to  the  fouthward  of  that  ftation  as  circumftances  would  permit. 

Several  fmall  whales  and  grampuffes  had  lately  been  obferved  about  the 
ihip ;  and  this  afternoon  we  paflcd  within  a  few  yards  of  about  twenty  whales 
of  the  anvil-headed  or  fpermaceti  kind,  ihat  were  playing  in  the  water. 
The  immenfe  number  of  the  medufa  with  which  this  region  abounds,  may 
probably  induce  the  fpermaceti  whale  to  refort  hither  in  queft  of  food. 
We  now  advanced  very  pleafantly  to  the  eaftward,  and  gradually  loft 
fight  of  the  medufa  villilia,  which  had  attended  us  in  the  greatefl  abun- 
dance over  a  fpacc  of  feven  degrees  of  longitude;  and,  as  Mr.  Johnftone 
of  the  Chatham  paid  particular  attention  to  thefe  extraordinary  crea- 
tures, I  (hall  infert  his  defcription  of  them. 

"  Thefe  fmall  blubbers  are  of  an  oval  form,  quite  flat,  and  meafuring 
about  an  inch  and  an  half  the  longefl;  way  ;  their  under  fide  is  fomewhat 
concave ;  the  edges,  for  near  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  width,  are  of  a 
deep  blue  colour,  changing  inwardly  to  a  pale  green ;  the  fubftance  being 
much  thinner  and  more  tranfparent  there  than  on  the  upper  fide.  Per- 
pendicularly to  the  plain  of  their  furface  {lands  a  very  thin  membrane, 
extending  nearly  the  whole  length  of  its  longeft  diameter  in  a  diagonal  di- 
reftion ;  it  is  about  an  inch  in  height,  and  forms  a  fegment  of  a  circle.  This 
membrane,  which  feemed  to  ferve  all  the  purpofes  of  a  fin  and  a  I'ail,  was 
fome  times  obferved  to  be  ere6l ;  ot  others  lying  flat,  which  was  generally 
the  cafe  in  the  morning  ;  but  as  the  day  advanced,  it  became  extended. 
Whether  this  was  voluntary,  or  the  efTeft  of  the  fun's  influence,  was  a  quef- 
ftion  not  eafily  to  be  decided.  When  the  membrane  was  down,  thefe  little 
animals  were  colle6led  into  compa6l  clufters,  were  apparently  deftitute 
of  any  motion,  and  their  colour  at  that  time  feemed  of  a  dark  green." 

The  wind  gradually  veered  round  to  the  s.  e.  and  e.  s.  e.  increafing  in 
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its  force,  attended  generally  with  a  very  fmooth  fea;  though  fometimes        »79*' 
with  a  little  fwell  from  the  weftward  and  s.w.  pccompanied  by  cloudy  and   ^_    ,—  j 
gloomy  weather.     On  funday  morning  I  got  one  fet  of  lunar  diftanccs,   Suiuhiy  15. 
which  at  noon  gave  the  longitude  232°  ^6-^' ;  by  the  chronometer  232°  y^' ; 
and  by  the  dead  reckoning  229°  39' :  the  latitude  37°  55'. 

The  wind  at  e.s.e.  by  two  the  next  morning,  increafed  with  fuch  vio-  Monday  16. 
lence  as  to  make  it  neceflary  that  the  topfails  (hould  be  clofe  reefed ;  the 
fqualls  were  very  heavy,  with  an  appearance  of  an  approaching  ftorm.  No 
foundings  were  to  be  had  with  1 20  fathoms  of  line ;  and  as  I  could  not  de- 
pend upon  the  longitude  of  the  coaft  of  New  Albion  under  this  parallel,  we 
flood  on  a  wind  until  day-light,  when  we  again  refumed  our  courfe  to  the 
N.  E.  with  an  increafmg  gale,  attended  by  thick  rainy  weathc- ;  which,  by 
two  in  the  afternoon,  obliged  us  to  ftrike  our  top-gallant  marts,  and 
ftand  to  the  fouthward  under  the  forefail  and  ftorm  ftayfails.  At  ten 
that  night  the  wind  veered  round  to  the  fouth,  blew  a  moderate  gale, 
and  brought  with  it  fair  and  pleafant  weather.  Our  upper  canvas  was 
again  fpread ;  and  the  neceffary  fignals  made  to  the  Chatham  not  being 
anfwered,  and  not  feeing  her  at  day-break  on  the  17th,  we  abandoned  our  Tucfday  17. 
courfe  to  the  eaftward  to  go  in  fearch  of  her.  About  five  fhe  was 
feen  from  the  maft-head  to  the  n.w,  ;  upon  which  we  bore  down  to  her, 
and  having  joined  company,  we  again  dire61ed  our  route  to  the  eaftward. 
The  n<y  being  tolerably  clear,  although  the  wind  had  again  put  us  under 
double-reefed  topfails,  enabled  me  to  obtain  fix  fets  of  lunar  diftances, 
whofe  mean  refult  at  noon  gave  the  longitude  50'  to  the  eaftward  of  the 
chronometer,  the  true  longitude  being  236°  8',  and  the  dead  reckoning 
231°  30' ;  the  obferved  latitude  was  39°  20'. 

Soon  after  mid-day  we  paffed  confiderable  quantities  of  drift  wood, 
grafs,  fea  weed,  &c.  Many  ftiags,  ducks,  puffins,  and  other  aquatic 
birds  were  flying  about ;  and  the  colour  of  the  water  announced  our  ap- 
proach to  foundings.  Thefe  circumftances  indicated  land  not  far  off, 
although  we  were  prevented  feeing  any  objeft  more  than  3  or  4  miles  dif- 
tant,  by  the  weather,  which  had  become  very  thick  and  rainy.  Being 
anxious  to  get  fight  of  the  land  before  night  if  poflible,  we  ftood  to  the 
eaftward  with  as  much  fail  as  we  could  carry,  and  at  four  in  ihc  after- 
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'792'       noon  reached  founditio^s  at   llic  depth  oF  ht   fadioirs,  loft  bro\vn  Tandy 

April.  _  ^  'J  '  ^  '  .  ,  -' 

V,  J^—  ^»    bottom.     The  hind  was  now  difcovcred  bearing  by  compals   k.n'.e.   to 
K.  by  s.  at  the  diftance  of  about  2  leagues,  on  which  the  Curt' broke  with 
great  violence.     We  Hood  in  for  tlie  (hore  under  our  topfails  for  about 
an  hour,  and  perceived  the  coall  to  extend  from  north  to  s.  k.     The 
nearcit  Ihore  was  about  2  miles  diftant.     The  rain  and  fog  with  which 
the  atmofphcre  was  now  loaded,  precluded  our  feeing  much  of  this  part 
of  the  coaft  of  New  Albion.  The  (hore  appeared  ftrait  and  unbroken,  of  a 
moderate  height,  with  mountainous  land  behind,  covered  with  {lately 
forell  trees ;  excepting  in  fome  fpots,  which  had  the  appearance  of  hav- 
ing been  cleared  by  manual  labour ;  and  exhibited  a  verdant,  agreeable 
afpe6l.     During  the  night  we  plied  under  an  eafy  fail,  in  order  to  be  near 
Wednef.  18.  the  land  in  the  morning ;  when,  in  confequence  of  a  thick  haze,  it  re- 
mained obfcured  until  a  light  breeze  from  the  eallward  about  ten  o'clock 
gave  us  a  view  of  the  fhore  to  the  north  eaftward,  for  which  we  imme- 
diately fleered.     The  northern  extremity  of  the  land  bore  by  compafs  at 
noon    N.N.W.,  thencarefl  fhore  eafl  about  6  leagues,  the   land  I  con- 
fidered  we  were  off  the  preceding  night  s.  72  e.  about  8  leagues  ;  and 
the  fouthernmoft  land  in  fight  s.  60  k.  about   10  leagues  dillant.     The 
obferved  latitude  was  at  this  time  39°  27';  longitude  235°  41'  45";  by 
the  chronometer  235°.     The  former  was  deduced  from  the  mean  refult 
of  eighty-five  fets  of  lunar  diftances,  taken  by  the  feveral  pcrfons  as  un- 
der, and  reduced  at  noon  by  the  chronometer  fmcc  the  27th  of  march,, 
according  to  its  Otahe'itean  rate,  (viz.) 

Nine  fets  taken  by  Mr.  Puget  gave  -  -  235° 

Eighteen  fets  by  Mr.  Whidbcy         -  .  .  235 

Nineteen  by  Mr.  Orchard  ...  o^^r^ 

Ten  by  Mr.  John  Stewart  -  _  .  235 

Seventeen  by  Mr.  Ballaid  ...  235 

Twelve  by  myfelf  -  -  -  .  03^ 

The  mean  refult  of  the  above  eighty-five  fets  -  235 

This  made  the  chronometer  41' 30"  to  the  well  of  that  which  I  fup- 
pofed  to  be  nearefl  the  true  longitude;  and  from  the  general   refult  of 
thefe  obfervations  it  evidently  appeared,  that  thi  chronometer  had  ma- 
terially 
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tcrinlly  altered  in  its  rate  fince  we  }iacl  reached  thefe  northern  regions.        '79.y 
The  longitude  of  the  rcfpeftive  points,  lieadlands,  &c.  as   hereafter  fta-  <—  ■^-.  .< 
ted,  will  therefore  be  correfted  and  afhxed,  by  fubfcquent  obfcrvations, 
agreeably  to  the  explanation  contained  in  the  following  chapter;  whence, 
by  allowing  a  different  rate  to  the  chronometer,  the  true  longitude  this 
day  at  noon  was  afcertained  to  be  236°  25'. 

The  gentle  breeze  of  wind  that  now  prevailed  appearing  to  be  fettled 
in  the  fouthern  quarter,  favored  my  wifh  to  purfue  a  northern  courfe; 
for  which  purpofe,  we  bore  away  along  the  coafl;  at  the  diftance  of  3 
or  4  leagues.  The  v/eather  was  delightfully  pleafant ;  and  as  we  drew 
nearer  the  land,  the  fliore  feemcd  to  be  perfeftly  compaft,  formed,  gene- 
rally fpeaking,  by  cliffs  of  a  moderate  height  and  nearly  perpendicular. 
The  inland  country,  which  rifes  in  a  pleafing  diverfity  of  hills  and 
dales,  was  completely  clothed  with  foreR  trees  of  confiderable  magni- 
tude ;  and  thofe  fpots  \vhich,  on  our  firff;  view,  had  the  appearance  of 
having  bec!i  cleared  of  their  wood  by  art,  were  now  feen  to  extend,  ge- 
nerally, along  the  (ca-fide ;  and  their  being  deflitute  of  wood,  was  evi- 
dently to  be  afcribed  to  fome  natural  caufe.  They  were  beautifully 
green,  with  a  luxuriant  herbage,  interrupted  by  ftreaks  of  red  earth. 
At  fun-fet,  the  fouthernmoft  land  in  fight  bore  by  compafs,  s.  45  e.  ; 
a  fmall  white  rock,  not  unlike  a  velfel  under  fail,  clofe  to  the  fliore,  eafl ; 
the  nearcfl  ihore  e.n.e.  4  leagues;  and  the  northernmofl  land  in  fight, 
which  I  confidered  to  be  cape  Mendocino  N.36W.  about  10  leagues 
diftant.  In  this  fituation,  the  variation  by  the  furveying  compafs  was 
obferved  to  be,  16"  eaftwardly. 

The  night  was  fpent  in  making  fiiort  trips.  The  next  morning  brought  ThudUayig. 
with  it  a  return  of  calm  or  light  baffling  winds,  a  very  heavy  fwell  from 
the  s.w.  and  f"o  thick  a  haze  over  the  land  that  the  fhores  were  fcarce- 
ly  perceptible.  Immenlc  numbers  of  whales  were  playing  about  us 
during  the  morning.  Moll  of  them  were  of  that  tribe  which,  in  Green- 
land, arc  called  Hnners.  Towards  noon,  we  had  again  from  the  fouth- 
ward,  a  moderate  breeze ;  but  the  weather  {till  remained  extremely 
gloomy. 

In  dircfting  our  courfe  along  the  coafl  to  the  northward,  we  obferv- 
ed 
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ed  in  latitude  40°  3',  longitude  2,35°  51'.  The  mean  variation  of  the 
furveying  compafs,  by  obfervations  made  before  and  after  noon,  was 
15°  eaftwardly.  In  this  fituation,  the  northernmofl  land  in  fight  bore, 
by  compafs,  n.  10  w. ;  cape  Mendocino,  N.aw. ;  the  eaftcrnmofl:  land 
in  fight,  S.60E.;  and  the  ncareft  fhorc  n.  k.  about  4  leagues  diftant. 
In  the  afternoon  we  paffed  cape  Mendocino.  It  is  formed  by  two  high 
promontories,  about  ten  miles  apart ;  the  fouthernmoft,  which  is  the 
higheft,  and  when  feen  either  from  the  north  or  the  fouth  much  refem- 
blcs  Dunnoze,  is  fituated  in  latitude  40°  19,  longitude  235°  53.  Off  the 
Cape  lie  fome  rocky  illets  and  funken  rocks,  near  a  league  from  the 
fliore.  The  fouthernmoft  of  thefe  from  the  northernmoft  promontory, 
lies  s.  61  w.  about  a  league  diftant ;  and  within  it  are  two  rocky  iflets 
in  fliape  much  refembling  hay-cocks.  The  northernmoft  of  them  lies 
N.  3  w.  diftant  5  or  6  miles,  nearly  of  the  fame  fliape  and  fize  with  the 
other,  to  which  it  is  apparently  connected  by  a  ledge  of  rocks,  whofe 
outermoft  part  lies  from  the  above  promontory  n.  38  w.  about  2  leagues 
diftant,  having  a  fmaller  iflet,  about  midway,  between  them.  On  fome 
parts  of  this  ledge  the  fea  conftantly  breaks  with  great  violence;  on 
others,  at  intervals  only.  The  broken  water  appeared  from  the  maft- 
head  to  extend  along  the  coaft,  as  far  north  as  could  be  difcerned ;  which, 
however,  was  at  no  great  diftance,  owing  to  the  weather  being  ftill 
thick,  and  hazy.  The  whole  of  this  Cape,  though  by  no  means  a  very 
projefting  head  land,  is  doubtlefs  very  remarkable,  from  being  the  high- 
eft  on  the  fea-fhore  of  thivS  part  of  New  Albion.  The  mountains  at  its 
back  are  confidcrably  elevated,  and  form  altogether  a  high  fteep  mafs, 
which  does  not  break  into  perpendicular  cliffs,  but  is  compofed  of  va- 
rious hills  that  rife  abruptly,  and  are  divided  by  many  deep  chafms.  In 
fome  of  thefe,  as  well  as  on  fome  of  the  ridges  of  the  hills,  grew  a  few 
dwarf  trees.  The  general  furface  was  covered  with  vegetables  of  a  dull 
green  colour,  interfperfcd  in  fome  places  with  perpendicular  ftrata  of 
red  earth  or  clay.  South  of  the  Cape  the  coaft  is  nearly  ftrait,  forming 
only  a  trifling  bend,  to  the  fouthernmoft  part  we  had  feen.  Its  eleva- 
tion is  regular,  it  may  be  confidered  as  high  land  and  is  apparently  fteep 
to,    as  we  founded  wit'' out  gaining  bottom  with   120   fathoms  of  line 
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at  diftances  from  2  to  5  Icugucs  from  the  fhore.      This  had  been  uni-        *79*« 
formly  the  cafe  fincc  the  evening  we  firfl  fawthe  coaft,  having  no  where     <    \/»  I 
elfe  gained  any  foundings,  nor  feen  any  drift  wood,  fea-weed,  or  aquatic 
birds,  nor  noticed  any  diH'crence  in  the  colour  of  the  water.     Thefe  cir- 
cumftances  induced  fome  of  us  to  fufpeft,  thrtan  opening  or  river  exifted 
to  the  fouthward  of  our  then  ftation.     To  the  northward  of  cape  Men- 

:ij  ic  elevation  of  the  country  appeared  fuddenly  to  decreafe  beyond 
the  rod  ^  iflets,  where  it  fee  '  iO  affume  a  moderate  height.  As  the 
day  advanced,  the  weather  becoming  unpleafant,  and  adverfe  to  our 
purfuit,  about  five  o'clock  we  hauled  off  the  (bore.  The  outermofl:  of 
the  funkcn  rocks  on  a  line  with  the  middle  iflet,  bore  by  compafs  e.  by  n. 
at  the  diftance  of  about  a  league;  the  main  land,  then  indiftin6^Iy  feen, 
from  N.  E.  by  n.  to  e.  s.  e.  In  this  fituation,  we  had  foundings  at  the 
depth  of  49  fathoms  ;  dark  brown  fand.  As  we  flood  into  the  offing, 
we  tried,  at  the  diftances  of  2,  3,  and  4  leagues  s.v^-.  from  the  rocks, 
but  gained  no  bottom  at  the  depth  of  80  and  90  fathoms. 

The  gale  had  fo  much  increafed  by  midnight  from  the  s.  f..,  as  to 
render  clofe-rccfing  the  topfails  neceffary ;  under  which  we  again  flood 
in  for  the  land,  in  the  hope  of  the  wind  abating  on  the  return  of  day. 
Inftead  of  which  it  became  more  violent,  attended  with  fuch  very  heavy  Friday  20, 
fqualls  of  rain  and  thick  weather,  that  we  were  obliged  to  ftrike  the  top- 
gallant yards,  and  ftand  to  fea  under  our  courfes.  In  the  afternoon, 
the  head-railing  on  the  ftarboard  fide  was  intirely  carried  away.  This 
obliged  us  to  reef  the  forefail,  and  bring  the  tack  to  the  cat-head  ;  by 
which  means,  the  fail  ftood  fo  indifferently,  that  the  confequences  at- 
tendant on  this  accident  might  have  been  very  alarming,  had  we  had 
a  lee  fhore  inftead  of  a  weather  fhore  to  contend  with. 

The  gale,  accompanied  by  torrents  of  rain,  continued  until  midnight ; 
when  it  veered  to  the  fouth,  moderated,  and  permitted  us  to  fteer  again 
for  the  land  under  clofe-reefed  topfails.  On  faturday  morning,  our  Saturday  21. 
top-gallant  fails  were  again  fet,  but  the  weather  was  very  unpleafant, 
being  thick,  with  heavy  rain;  which,  towards  noon,  terminated  in  a 
calm  and  fog.  By  our  reckoning,  the  fouth  promontory  of  cape  Men- 
docino 
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docino  bore  s.  60  e.,  11  miles  diftant.  In  this  fituation,  no  bottom 
could  be  reached  with  1 20  fathoms  of"  line. 

The  fog,  with  calms,  or  light  variable  winds,  continued  until  about 
ten  the  next  forenoon,  when  the  w(:ulier  fucidenly  altered,  and  brought 
with  it  a  fine  pleafant  gale  from  u.e  loiiih.  All  fail  was  now  made  for 
the  land;  at  noon  the  fouth  promontory  of  cape  Mendocino  bore  by 
compafs,  s.  64  e.,  diftant  g  leagues  ;  its  north  part  n.  88  e.,  6  leagues ; 
the  northernmoft  of  the  rocky  iflets  n,  71  e.,  5  or  6  leagues ;  and  the 
northernmoft  land  in  fight,  n.e.  ;  the  obferved  latitude  40° 32' ;  longitude 
235°  28',  and  the  variation  of  the  compafs   1 6°  caftwardly. 

From  cape  Mendocino  the  coafl:  takes  a  direftion  n.  13  e.  ;  along 
which  we  ranged  at  the  diftance  of  about  two  leagues.  After  paffing 
the  above  iflets,  the  fliores  became  ft;rait  and  compaft,  not  affording  the 
fmalleft  fhelter  ;  and,  although  rifing  gradually  from  the  water's  edge 
to  a  moderate  height  only,  yet  the  dillant  interior  country  was  compo- 
fed  of  mountains  of  great  ele\'ation  ;  before  which  were  prefented  a 
great  variety  of  hills  and  dales;  agreeably  interfperfed  with  wood-land, 
and  clear  fpots,  as  if  in  a  ft  of  cultivation  ;  but  we  could  difcern 
neither  houfes,  huts,  fmokes,  lor  other  figns  of  its  being  inhabited. 
The  coaft  we  had  paffed  this  afternoon,  feemed  to  be  generally  defended 
by  a  fandy  beach;  but  the  evening  brought  us  to  a  country  of  a  very 
different  defcription,  whofe  fliores  were  compofed  of  rocky  precipices, 
with  numberlefs  fmall  rocks  and  rocky  iflets  extending  about  a  mile  in- 
to the  fea  :  the  moft  projc6ling  part,  which  is  fituated  in  latitude  41°  8', 
longitude  236" 5',  obtained  the  name  of  Rocky  Point.  This,  atfeven 
in  the  evening,  bore  by  compafs  n.  18  e.  6  miles  diftant;  the  neareft 
fliore  eaft  4  miles  ;  and  the  northernmoft  land  in  fight  n.  6  e.  We  fpent 
Monday  23.  the  night  in  preferving  our  fituation  with  the  land,  and  the  next  morn- 
ing again  purfued  our  courfe  along  the  coaft,  which  from  Rocky  point 
takes  a  dire61ion  n,  g  \v.  The  wind  at  fouth  was  light,  the  M-eathcr 
was  cloudy  with  fome  little  rain.  At  eight  o'clock.  Rocky  point  bore 
by  compafs  s,  40  e,,  5  or  6  miles  ;  the  neareft  fhore,  n.e,  by  e.  3  miles 
diftant;  and  a  detached  rocky  iflet  n.  i8  w,  ;  within  which  we,  after- 
wards, paffed  in  ^5  ^o  50  fathoms  water,  black  fandy  bottom.     This 
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rock  is  a  high  round  lump  about  half  a  mile  in  circuit,  apparently  deep 
to,  and  lies  from  Rocky  point  x.ii  \v.  diflant  i;}  miles,  and  ai)out 
half  a  league  from  the  fliore.  When  abreafl,  of  Rocky  point,  the  co- 
lour of  the  fea  fuddenly  changed  from  the  oceanic  hue  to  a  very  light 
river-coloured  water,  extending  as  far  a-head  as  could  be  difcerned.  This 
gave  us  reafon  to  fuppofe  fome  confiderable  river  or  rivers  were  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

A  frefli  gale  from  the  fouth  permitted  our  failing  along  the  coafl  with- 
in a  league  of  the  fliore,  which  appeared  to  be  deditute  of  any  opening, 
and  fimilar  to  that  which  we  had  palfed  the  preceding  evening,  bounded  by 
innumerable  fmall  rocks  and  rocky  iflets.  The  face  of  the  country  may 
be  confidered  as  mountainous,  and  did  not  appear  fo  pleafing  as  that  lying 
to  the  fouth  of  Rocky  point.  In  this  refpett  however  we  were  able  to  fay 
but  little,  as  the  land  was  nearly  obl'cured  by  the  hazinefs  of  the  weather, 
excepting  immediately  on  the  fea-fliore  ;  wliich  being  eompofcd  of  fl:eep 
rocky  precipices  broken  by  deep  gullies,  at  a  diflance  would  put  on  the 
appearance  of  harbours,  or  breaks  in  tlie  land.  At  noon,  we  were 
again  in  oceanic-coloured  water;  the  obferved  latitude  41°  36' ;  longi- 
tude 235°  58';  and  variation  of  the  compafs  16°  eaftwardly.  In  this 
fituation,  the  fouthernmod  land  in  fight  bore  by  compafs  s.s.e.  ;  the 
nearefl  fliore  n.e.  four  miles  diflant ;  and  the  northernmofl:  extremity  in 
fight,  (being  a  clufter  of  remarkable  rocky  hummocks  at  the  termination 
of  a  confiderable  traft  of  low  level  land,  that  at  a  diftance  feemed  to 
be  an  ifland,)  bore  N.  15  w.  At  the  jun6lion  of  the  low  level  land  with 
the  high  rocky  coaft,  a  fliallow  bay  is  formed;  at  the  bottom  of  which 
was  an  appearance  of  a  fmall  harbour  or  opening,  which  bore  n.  5  e. 
Here  I  entertained  hopes  of  finding  flielter ;  but  the  number  of  breakers 
along  the  fliore  of  the  low  level  land,  fome  of  which  were  detached 
and  lie  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the  fliore,  together  with  a  ledge 
of  rocks  and  rocky  iflets  feen  from  the  maft-head,  extending  as  far  to 
the  weftward  as  n.w.,  and  a  flcy  bearing  the  fame  dull  and  gloomy 
afpeft  as  that  which  preceded  the  former  gale,  induced  me  to  confider 
it  moft  prudent  to  decline  any  attempt ;  and  to  embrace  the  opportu- 
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nity  oiilu-  favorable  gal?  at  s.s.vv.  to  continue  my  c-xaniination  of  the 
coall,  in  iIk- confidence  of  ioon  lintling  a  more  convenient  fhelier. 

We  flood  ofl'  w.  N.w.  in  order  to  fail  round  the  outwardniofl  of  the 
rocks,  which  we  pafl'ed  at  the  diflancc  of  about  3  or  4  miles,  about  four 
o'clock;  and  again  hauled  in  for  the  north  fide  of  the  low  level  land. 
This  land  forms  a  very  eonfpicuou->  point  which  I  named  Point  St. 
Gkokgj.,  and  the  very  dangerous  clufler  of  rocks  extending  from  thence, 
the  Dragon  Rocks.  The  outwardniofl  of  thefe  lies  from  point  St. 
George,  which  is  fituated  in  latitude  4i"46'j.  and  longitude  235' 57'-^, 
N.  52  w.,  3  leagues  diftant.  The  rocks  above  water  are  four  in  number, 
with  many  funken  ones,  and  numerous  breakers  ftretching  from  the  out- 
ermoll,  (fbuthward  of  point  St.  George,)  towards  the  opening  mentioned 
at  noon.  This  point  forms  a  bay  on  each  fide ;  that  into  which  we  ftood 
from  the  north  fide  is  perfeftly  open  to  the  n,w.,  yet  apparently  fhel- 
teredfrom  the  w.  s.w.  and  fouthwardly  winds  by  the  Dragon  rocks ;  the 
foundings  we  found  regularly  from  35  to  45  fathoms,  black  fand  and  muddy 
bottom :  when  at  the  former  depth,  point  St.  George  bore  by  compafs 
s.  33  E.  10  miles  ;  the  northernmofl:  of  the  Dragon  rocks  s.  7  w.  4  miles ; 
aad  the  north  point  of  the  bay,  which  I  called  St.  George's  Bay, 
W.  24  w.  6  or  7  miles  diftant. 

The  furf  broke  with  great  violence  all  round  the  bay  ;  and  although 
we  were  again  in  whitiili  water,  there  was  not  any  opening  on  this  fide 
of  the  point :  the  (liores  of  the  northernmoft  part  of  the  bay,  like  the 
coaft  of  the  bay  on  the  fouth  fide  of  point  St.  George,  rife  very  abrupt- 
ly from  the  fea,  forming  numberlcfs  gullies  and  chafms,  which  were  co- 
vered with  a  dull  brownifh  herbage,  and  produced  little  or  no  wood. 
Nortli  of  the  bay  the  fliores  were  again  bounded  with  numberlcfs  fmall 
nocks  and  rocky  iflets,  fimilar  to  thofe  already  mentioned ;  but  the  low 
land  of  point  St.  George  terminates  in  a  fandy  beach,  from  whence  the 
<;oaft  takes  a  direftion  n.  15  w. 

.  Not  finding  a  fituation  here  likely  to  anfwer  our  purpofe,  v/e  dire6led 

our  route  along  the  coaft  until  it  was  dark,  when  we  hauled  off  fhore, 

Tuefday  24,   and  fpcnt,  the  night  in  the  offing.     The  next  morning  the  north  point 

of  St.  George's  bay  bore,  by  compafs,  eaft  2  leagues  diftant.     With  a 

favorable 
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favorable  breeze  at  s.e.  and  lels  ha/y  weather,  our  furvey  was  continu- 
ed to  the  northward  along  the  (hores,  whieh  are  compolcd  of"  high  deep 
precipices  and  deep  chafrns,  falling  very  abruptly  into  the  lea.     The  in- 
land mountains  were  much  ele\ate(l,  and  appeared,  by  the  help  of  our 
glaffes,  to  be  tolerably  well  clothed  with  a  variety  of  trees,  the  generality 
of  which  were  of  the  pine  tribe  ;  yet  amongd  them  were  obferved  fome 
fpreadiiig  trees    of  confiderable  magnitude.      Although  fome  of  thefe 
mountains  appeared  quite   barren,   they  were   deftitute  of  fnow ;    but 
on  thole  at  the  back  of  cape  Mendocino,  which  were  further  to    the 
louth,  and  apparently  inferior  in  point  of  height,  fome  fmall   patches 
of  fnow  were  noticed.      The  (hores  weie   ftill   bounded   by  innume- 
rable  rocky  iflets,    and  in   the   courfe   of  the  forenoon  we   pafled   a 
clufler  of  them,    with  feveral  funken  rocks  in   their  vicinity,    lying  a 
league  from   the  land ;  which,  by  falling  a  little  back  to  the  eaftward, 
forms  a  fliallow  bay  into  wliich  we  fleered.     As  the  breeze  that  had 
been  fo  favorable  to  our  purfuit  fince  the  preceding  funday  died  away, 
and  as  a  tide  or  current  fct  us  fall  in  fhore,  we  were  under  the  necelTity 
of  coming  to   an   anchor  in  39  fathoms  water,    black  fand  and  mud. 
The  latitude  of  this  flation  was  found  to  be  42° 38',  longitude  235"  44'. 
In  this  fituation,  the  outermoft  rock  of  the  clufter  before  mentioned  bore, 
by  compafs,  s.  ]6f.,  6  miles  dilfant ;    a  remarkable,   black  rock,  the 
nearell  (hore  being  N.  64  e.  3-!-  miles  ;  a  remarkably  high  black  cliff  refem- 
bling  the  gable  end  of  a  houfe,  n.  1  r,.  ;  the  northernmofl;  extremity  of  the 
main  land,  which  is  formed  by  low  land  projefting  from  the  high  rocky 
coail  a  confiderable  way  into  the  fea,  and  terminating  in  a  wedge-like 
low  perpendicular  cliff,  n.  27  w.     This  I  diffinguifhed  by  the  name  of 
Capi;  Or  ford,    in  honor  of  my   much   refpetled   friend    the   noble 
Earl  (George)  of  that  title :  off  it  lie  feveral  rocky  iflets,  the  outward- 
moll  of  which  bore  n.  38  w. 

Soon  after  we  had  anchored  a  canoe  was  feen  paddling  towards  the 
(hip:  and  with  the  greateft  confidence,  and  without  any  fort  of  invita- 
tion, came  immediately  alongfide.  During  the  afternoon  two  others 
vifited  the  Difcovery,  and  fome  repaired  to  the  Chatham,  from  different 
parts  of  die  coall  in  fight ;  by  which  it  appeared,  that  the  inhabitants 
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who  are  ffitlid  along  the  fhorcs  of  this  countr\-,  mav,  proljably,  havtr 
tlicir  rcfKUncc  in  the  linall  nooks  that  arc  protcfclrd  from  the  violence  of 
the  wcflwanlly  fwell  by  lonie  of  the  larger  roci<y  idei  ,  fo  abundantly 
fcatlcnd  along  the  eoall. 

A  pleafing  and  courteous  deportment  diftinguiflicd  thefe  people.  Their 
countenances  indicated  nothing  ferocious  ;  their  features  partook  rather  of 
the  general  European  character;  their  colour  a  light  olive;  and  befides 
being  pun6luated  in  the  fafliion  of  the  South-Sea  iflanders,  their  (kin  had 
many  other  marks,  apparently  from  injuries  in  their  excurfions  through  the 
forefls,  poffibly,  with  little  or  no  clothing  that  could  proteft  them  ;  though 
fome  of  us  were  of  opinion  thefe  marks  were  purely  ornamental,  as  is 
the  fafliion  with  the  inhabitants  of  Van  Dieman's  land*.  Their  ftature 
was  under  the  middle  (izc;  none  that  we  faw  exceeding  five  feet  fix 
inches  in  height.  They  were  tolerably  well  limbed,  though  llender  in  their 
perfons  ;  bore  little  or  no  refemblancc  to  the  people  of  Nootka  ;  nor 
did  they  feem  to  have  the  leafl  knowledge  of  that  language.  They  feemed 
to  prefer  the  comforts  of  clcanlinefs  to  the  painting  of  their  bodies  ;  in 
their  ears  and  nofes  they  had  fmall  ornaments  of  bone ;  their  hair, 
which  was  long  and  black,  was  clean  and  neatly  combed,  and  generally 
tied  in  a  club  behind  ;  though  fome  amongft  them  had  their  hair  in  a 
club  in  front  alfo.  They  were  drefied  in  garments  that  nearly  covered 
them,  made  principally  of  the  fkins  of  deer,  bear,  fox,  and  river  otter; 
one  or  two  cub  flcins  of  the  fea  otter,  were  alfo  obferved  amongfl;  them. 
Their  canoes,  calculated  to  carry  about  eight  people,  were  rudely 
wrought  out  of  a  fingle  tree ;  their  fhape  much  refembled  that  of  a 
butcher's  tray,  and  feemed  very  unfit  for  a  fea  voyage  or  any  diftant  ex- 
pedition. They  brought  but  a  few  trifling  articles  to  barter,  and  they 
anxioufly  folicited  in  exchange  iron  and  beads.  In  this  traHir  they 
were  fcrupuloufly  honeft,  particularly  in  fixing  their  bargain  '.iih  the 
firll  bidder  ;  for,  if  a  fecond  offered  a  more  valuable  commi  dity  for 
what  they  had  to  fell,  they  would  not  confent,  but  made  figns  (which 
could  not  be  miflaken.)  that  the  firll  fliould  pay  the  price  offered  by  the 
fecond,  on  which  the  bargain  would  be  clofed.     They  did  not  entertain 
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the  Icall  idea  of  accepting  prrlriits ;  lor  (m  my  giving  them  fome  beads, 
medals,  iron,  &e.  they  indantlv  oll'ered  their  garments  in  return,  and 
feemed  much  allonifhed,  and  I  believe  not  lels  pleafed,  that  I  ehofe  to 
deehne  them.  The  fird  man,  in  partieidar,  gave  me  fome  trouble  to 
perl'uade  him  that  he  was  to  retain  both  the  trinkets  and  liis  garment. 

We  remained  in  this  fituation  until  near  midnight,  when  a  light  brec/e 
fpringing  up  from  the  s.  s.  v..  attended  with  Ibme  rain  and  dark  gloomy  Wcdnef, as. 
weather,  we  veighed  and  flood  to  and  Iro  until  day-light;  when  we  di- 
retled  our  courle  round  the  group  of  rock  ,  lying  off  cape  Orford,  com- 
prehending four  dctache('  rocky  illcts,  w  th  levcral  dangerous  funkcn 
rocks  about  them,  on  which  the  fea  b;  )ke  with  great  violence  :  the  out- 
crmofl  of  tliele  lies  from  tlie  Cane  .s  ;]8  w.,  diflant  about  4  miles;  we 
paffcd  ciofe  to  the  breaker*;  in  louT^hngs  of  45  fithoms,  black  fandy 
bottom.  Cape  Orford,  which  is  fituated  iv,  latitude  42°  52',  longitude 
235"  35',  at  the  extremity  of  a  low  pn.Mcing  traft  of  land,  forms  a 
very  confpicuous  point,  and  bear  the  lame  app(  ranee  whether  ap- 
proached from  the  north  or  ilic  fcutli.  It  is  covered  with  wood  as  low 
down  as  the  furf  will  permit  it  to  grow.  The  fpace  between  ihe  woods 
and  the  walh  of  the  fea,  feemed  compofed  of  black  craggy  lOcks,  and 
may  from  the  mall  head  be  feen  at  the  dillance  of  7  or  8  leagues  ;  but  I 
fhould  fuppofe  not  much  further.  Some  of  us  were  of  opinion  that  this 
was  the  cape  Blanco  of  Martin  D'/\guilar;  its  latitude,  however,  differed 
greatly  from  that  in  wliich  cape  Blanco  is  placed  by  that  navigator:  and 
its  dark  appearance,  which  might  probably  be  occafioned  by  the  hazinefs 
of  weather,  did  not  feem  to  intitle  it  to  the  appellation  of  cape  Blanco. 
North  of  this  Cape,  the  coall  takes  a  diretlion  about  n.  13  e.  ;  and 
foulh  of  it  towards  p*-  >)ii  St.  George,  s.  18  e. 

The  rocky  iflcts  whicii  we  had  I'een  in  fuch  numbers  along  the  fhore,  ceafed 
to  cxifl  about  a  league  to  the  north  of  cape  Orford;  and  in  their  ffead, 
an  almofl  flrait  fafidy  beach  prefented  itfeif,  with  land  behind  gradually 
rifing  to  a  moderate  heigiit  near  the  coafl ;  but  the  interior  was  con- 
fidcrably  elevated,  and  much  diverfified  both  by  its  eminences  and  pro- 
ducaons,  being  generally  well  wooded,    though  frequently  interrupted 
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wiih  intervals  of  clear  fpots,  which  gave  it  fome  refemblancc  to  a  country 
in  an  advanced  (late  of  cultivation. 

The  weather  having  become  more  clear  and  pleafant  at  noon,  cape 
Orford  was  vifible  aflern  nearlv  in  the  horizon,  bearing  by  compafs 
s.  n  E.  5  leagues  diftant;  the  nearcll  (horc about  a  league  dillant  cad;  a 
fmall  projefting  point,  forming  the  north  point  of  a  fmall  cove  off  which 
lie  five  detached  rocks,  n,23f.,  diftance  7  miles:  and  die  northernmofl; 
land  in  fight,  which  I  confidered  to  be  cape  Blanco,  N.  2  k.  :  the  obferved 
latitude  was  43°  6';  longitude  235°  42';  and  the  variation  16°  eaft- 
wardly. 

Having  now  a  fine  gale  from  thes.s.w.  with  fercne  and  pleafant 
weather,  we  ranged  along  the  coad  at  the  dillance  of  about  a  league,  in 
hopes  of  determining  the  exiftence  or  non-cxiftence  of  the  extenfive  river 
or  ftraits,  affcrted  to  have  been  difco\'ered  by  Martin  D'Aguilar.  About 
three  in  the  afternoon  we  paficd  within  a  league  of  the  Cape  above-men- 
tioned ;  and  at  about  half  that  diftance  from  fbme  breakers  that  lie  to  the 
wefl;ward  of  it.  This  Cape,  though  not  fo  projetiing  a  point  as  cape 
Orford,  is  nevcrthelefs  a  confpicuous  one,  particularlv  when  feen  from 
the  north,  being  formed  by  a  round  hill  on  high  perpendicular  cliffs, 
fome  of  which  are  white,  a  confiderable  height  from  the  level  of  the  lea. 
Above  thefe  cliffs  it  is  tolerably  well  wooded,  and  is  connetled  to  the 
main  land,  by  land  confiderably  lower.  In  this  refpeft  it  feemed  exaftiv  to 
anfwer  Captain  Cook's  defcription  of  cape  Gregory  ;  though  its  filuation 
did  not  appear  tocorrefpond  with  that  alligned  to  ca])e  Gregory  by  Cap- 
tain Cook;  our  obfcrvations  placing  it  in  latitude  43°  23';  longitude 
235"  50';  whence  the  coaft  tends  N.  "i  v..  yVbout  a  league  north  of  the 
pitch  of  the  Cape,  the  rocky  cliffs  compofing  it  terminate,  and  a  com- 
pa6t  white  fiindy  beach  commences,  which  extends  along  the  coaft  8 
leagues,  without  forming  any  \  ifible  projcfting  point  or  head  land. 
We  failed  along  this  beach  at  a  dillance  of  from  3  to  ^  miles,  and  had 
there  been  any  projcfting  point  or  inlet  in  it,  neither  could  have  efcaped 
our  obfervation.  This  induced  me  to  confider  the  above  point  as  the 
cape  Gregory  of  Captain  Cook,  with  a  probability  of  its  being  alio  the 
cape  Blanco  of  D'Aguilar,  if  land  licreabouts  the  latter  ever  liiw.     The 
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difll'rencc  in  latiiucle  between  our  computation  and  that  oF  Captain  Cook 
was  7' ;  our  obfen'ations  placing  the  Cape  that  diilance  fanlier  Ibuth.  This 
niiglit  poUiblyhave  been  occafioned  by  thctempelluous  weather  with  which 
tlie  Rofokition  and  Difcovcry  contended  when  off  tliis  coalt,  preventing  tlie 
pofition  of  the  feveral  head  lands  being  then  afcertained  with  that  accuracy, 
which  the  lair  winds  and  pleafant  weather  liave  enabled  us  to  affign  to  them. 
The  land  feen  to  the  (buth  oF  cape  Gregor)'  by  Captain  Cook,  and  by  liim 
confidered  as  anfwering  nearly  to  tiie  fituation  of  cape  Blanco,  mull  have 
been  foine  of  the  inland  mountains  which  to  the  fouth  of  cape  Gregory 
rile  to  a  great  height ;  whillt  the  land  near  the  fea  fhore,  particularly  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  cape  Orford,  was  much  too  low  to  have  been  feen  at 
the  diftance  which  Captain  Cook  was  at  thai  time  from  it;  and  it  is  fair 
to  prefume,  that  the  excelfive  bad  weather  led  Ca})tain  Cook  and  his  offi- 
cers to  confider  the  extremely  white  land   on  tlic  fea  Ihore  and  on  the 
hih .  to  be  fnow.     With  us  it  put  on    the  fame  appearance,  excepting 
where  it  was  interrupted  by  the  clumps  of  trees,  and  until  it  was  intirely 
loft  in  theforeft.     There  could  be  no  dcnibt  of  its  being  miflaken  in  win- 
ter for  fnow;  but  as  the  general  temperature  of  the  thermometer  fince 
our  arrival  on  the  coalt  had  been  at  59  and  60,  tlie  error  of  fuch  conclu- 
lion  was  fulficiently  manifelled. 

The  night  was  fpent  as  before;  and  in  t'  morning  we  failed  along  Thuif.  2G. 
the  coall,  which  extended  from  s.  e,  by  s.  to  n.  -i  e.  ;  the  land  we  haided 
oft  from  the  preceding  evening,  s.  ,\o  e.  4  or  5  leagues ;  and  the  nearell 
ftiore  eaft,  fix  or  fevcn  miles  dillant.  A  confiderable  increafe  in  the  wind 
from  the  s.w,  with  appearances  of  a  threatening  nature,  made  me  con- 
fider it  not  prudent  to  venture  nearer  than  within  2  or  3  leagues  of  the 
fhore;  which  being  greatly  obfcured  by  the  hazinefs  of  tlie  atmofphere, 
prevented  out  feeing  much  of  the  inland  country.  We  lolt  fight  again  of 
the  fandy  beaches  and  low  Ihores,  and  in  lieu  of  them  we  were  prefented 
with  a  ftrait  and  compa6l  coaft,  compofed  of  lleep  craggy  rocky  cliffs, 
nearly  perpendicular  to  the  lea,  with  a  retired  mountainous  country  much 
broken,  and  forming  a  great  variety  of  deep  chafms ;  the  whole  but 
thinly  covered  with  wood.  At  eight  we  paffed  the  only  projefting  point 
from  cape  Gregory.     It  is  a  high  rocky  bluff,  nearly  perpendicular  to 
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thefca;  againft  it  the  billows,  that  now  ran  very  liigh,  broke  with  Im- 
mcnfc  violence.  This  jnomontory  I  eonlidered  to  be  that  which  Cap- 
tain Cook  calls  cape  I'crpctua  ;  our  ob(orvations  placing  it  in  latitude 
44"  12',  longitude  236''  5'.  From  hence  the  coall  takes  a  north  direc- 
tion, which  we  ranged  along  at  the  diilance  of  about  ,3  leagues  from  the 
fliore,  until  towards  noon;  when  having  nearly  reached  the  northern 
extent  of  the  coafl  liereabout  feen  by  Captain  Cook,  and  the  gale  ftill 
increafing,  we  clofe-reefed  the  topfaiis  and  hauled  ofl'  (hore,  until  the 
weather  fliould  prove  more  favorable  to  the  examination  of  an  unknown 
coafl.  Cape  Foulweather  at  this  time  bore  by  compafs  x.  42  t.  3  or  4 
leagues  dillant,  and  the  coaIUndiItin6'ly  feen,  from  n.  by  e.  to  s.k.  by  s. 
The  obferved  latitude  44°  42',  longitude  235°  53',  and  the  variation  18" 
eaftwardly. 

The  gale  having  a  little  abated,  veered  to  the  fouth ;  and  the  haze 
clearing  away  from  the  land  we  again  purfued  our  route,  and  in  the 
afternoon  pafled  cape  Foulweather,  whicli  is  a  confpicuous  promontory, 
almoft  as  fingular  in  its  appearance  as  any  we  had  feen  along  the  coaft. 
A  high  round  bluff  point  projeds  abruptly  into  the  fea ;  a  remarkable 
table  hill  is  htuated  to  the  north,  and  a  lower  round  bluff  to  the  fouth  of 
it.      Our  obfcrvations  placed  this   Cape  in  latitude  44"  49',   longitude 

236"  4'- 

From  cape  Foulweather  the  coafl  takes  a  direftion  a  little  to  the  eall- 

ward  of  north,  and  is   nearly  a  flrait  and  compa6l  ftiore,  confiderably 

elevated,  and  in  general  deep  to  the  fea.     The  face  of  the  country  is 

much  chequered,  in    fome  places   covered  with   a  pleafnig  verdure,  in 

others  occupied  by  barren  rocks  and  fand;  but  in  none  very  thickly 

wooded. 

Sun-fet  brought  us  in  fight  of  that  part  of  the  coaft  which  had  been 

feen  by  Mr.  Mears ;  its  northern  extremity   in  fight  bore  by  compafs 

N.  -f  w. ;  cane  Look-out  n.  10  k.  ;  the  neareft  fhore   N.34  e.  about  a 

league  diftani.     This,  being  a  remarkably  fteep  bluff  cliff,  flattered  us  for 

fome  time  with  an  appearance  like  the  entrance  of  an  harbour ;  but  on 

a  nearer  approach  the  deception  was  found  to  have  been  occalionod  by 

the  low  land  to  the  north  of  the  bluff  forming  a  very  Ihallow  open  bay ; 
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the  fouthernmoft  land  in  fight  bore  s.s.e.;  in  this  fituation  we  had  50 
fathoms  of  water,  black  fandy  bottom. 

The  niglit,  which  was  tolerably  fair,  was  fpent  as  ufual  in  prcferving 
our  flation  until  day-light,  when  we  purfued  our  examination  along  the  Fiidaya?. 
coaft  with  a  ftivorable  breeze,  attended  with  fome  palfing  fliowers.  Cape 
Look-out  then  bore  by  compafs  eaft,  about  2  leagues  diftant.  This 
Cape  forms  only  a  fmall  projefting  point,  yet  it  is  remarkable  for  the 
four  rocks  which  lie  off  from  it ;  one  of  which  is  perforated,  as  defcribed 
by  Mr,  Mears ;  and  excepting  a  rock  paffed  the  preceding  afternoon,  thefe 
were  the  firfl  we  had  leen  north  of  cape  Gregory. 

From  cape  Look-out,  which  is  fituated  in  latitude  45°  32',  longitude 
236°  11',  the  coaft  takes  a  direftion  about  n.  8  w.  and  is  pleafingly  di- 
verfified  with  eminences  and  fmall  hills  near  the  fea  (hore,  in  which  are 
fome  fhallow  fandy  bays,  with  a  few  detached  rocks  lying  about  a  mile 
from  the  land.  The  more  inland  country  is  confiderably  elevated;  the 
mountains  ftretch  towards  the  fea,  and  at  a  diftance  appeared  to  form 
many  inlets  and  projefting  points  ;  but  the  fandy  beach  that  continued 
along  the  coaft  renders  it  a  compa6l  ftiore,  now  and  then  interrupted  by 
perpendicular  rocky  cliffs,  on  which  the  furf  violently  breaks.  This 
mountainous  inland  country  extends  about  10  leagues  to  the  north  from 
cape  Look-out,  where  it  defcends  fuddenly  to  a  moderate  height ;  and 
had  it  been  deftitute  of  its  timber,  which  feemed  of  confiderable  magnitude 
and  to  compofe  an  intire  foreft,  it  might  be  deemed  lowland.  Noon 
brought  us  up  with  a  very  confpicuous  point  of  land  compofed  of  a 
clufter  of  hummocks,  moderately  high,  and  projefting  into  the  fea  from  the 
low  land  before  mentioned.  Thefe  hummocks  are  barren,  and  fteep  near 
the  fea,  but  their  tops  thinly  covered  with  wood.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  this 
promontory  was  the  appearance  of  an  inlet,  or  fmall  river,  the  land  behind 
not  indicating  it  to  be  of  any  great  extent;  nor  did  it  fcem  accelfible 
for  veffcls  of  our  burthen,  as  the  breakers  extended  frorn  the  above  point 
2  or  3  miles  into  the  ocean,  until  they  joined  thofeon  the  beach  nearly  4 
leagues  further  fouth.  On  reference  to  Mr.  Mears's  defcription  of  the 
coaft  fouth  of  this  promontory,  I  was  at  firfl  induced  to  believe  it  to  be 
cape    Shoalwater,  but  on  afcertaining  its  latitude,  I  prefumed  it  to  be 
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that  ^v•llich  he  calls  cape  Difappointmenl ;  and  the  opening  to  the  foutli 
of  it.  Deception  bay.  This  Cape  was  found  to  be  in  latitude  46"  ly, 
longitude  236°  6'. 

'ihe  (ea  had  now  changed  from  its  natura',  to  river  coloured  water; 
ihe  probable  confequence  of  fome  dreams  falling  into  the  bay,  or  into 
tlie  orean  to  the  north  of  it,  through  the  low  land.  Not  confidering 
this  openmg  worthy  of  more  attention,  I  continued  our  purfuit  to  the 
N.w.  being  dehrous  to  embrace  the  advantages  of  the  now  prevailing 
breeze  and  pleafant  weather,  fo  favorable  to  our  examination  of  the 
coaft,  which  now  took  a  diredion  n.  12  w.  ;  the  latitude  at  this  time  was 
46''  14';  longitude  2;^6''  i'4;  and  the  variation  of  the  com  pais  iS'eaft- 
wardly.  In  this  fituation  we  had  foundings  at  the  depth  of  33  fathoms, 
black  Qnidy  bottom ;  the  northernmoll  land  feen  from  the  deck  bore  by 
compafs  north;  the  promontory  of  cape  Difappointment,  from  n.  14  e. 
to  N.  32  E.;  this,  thenearefl:  fliore,  was  about  2  leagues  diflant;  and  the 
fouthernmoft  land  in  fight  bore  s.  e.  by  s. 

The  country  now  before  us  prefent:d  a  mod  luxuriant  landfcape,  and 
was  probably  not  a  little  heightened  in  beauty  by  the  weather  that  pre- 
vailed. The  more  interior  parts  were  fomewhat  elevated,  and  agree- 
ably diverfified  with  hills,  from  which  it  gradually  defcended  to  the  fhore, 
and  terminated  in  a  fandy  beach.  The  whole  had  the  appearance  of  a 
continued  foreft  extending  as  far  north  as  the  eye  could  reach,  which 
made  me  very  folicitous  to  find  a  port  in  the  vicinity  of  a  country  prefent- 
ing  fo  delightful  a  profpeft  of  fertility ;  our  attention  was  therefore  earnefl;- 
ly  direfted  to  this  objeft,  but  the  fandy  beach  bounded  by  breakers  ex- 
tending 3  or  4  miles  into  the  fea,  feemcd  to  be  completely  inaccefiible 
imtil  about  four  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  appearance  of  a  tolerably 
good  bay  prefented  itfelf.  For  this  we  fl:eered,  in  the  hope  of  finding  a 
divifion  in  the  reef,  through  which,  flioidd  admittance  be  gained,  there 
was  great  reafon  to  expeft  a  well  flieltercd  anchorage  ;  but  on  approach- 
ing within  2  or  3  miles  of  the  breakers,  we  found  them  produced  by  a 
compatl  reef,  extending  from  a  low  projefting  point  of  land  along  the 
fliores  to  the  fouthward,  until  they  joined  the  beach  to  the  north  of  cape 
Difappointment.     This  projefting  point  is  fomewhat  more  elevated  than 
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the  rcfl:  of  the  coafl,  and  is  fituatcd  in  latitude  46"  40';  longitude  236". 
Not  a  little  difappointcd,  we  rcfumed  our  route  along  the  (hores  of  this 
pleafant  country.  The  projeding  point,  at  fix,  hore  by  com  pals  N.  10  k.; 
the  center  -"^'the  hay,  and  the  neareil  part  of  the  reef  in  a  line  n.  6i)  i:.  ; 
diftant  from  the  former  about  7,  and  from  the  latter,  about  3  miles. 
Immediately  within  the  point,  the  interior  country  is  more  elevated  than 
to  the  north  or  fouth  of  it ;  rifing  in  gradual  afcent  to  land  of  a  moderate 
height.  In  relped  of  latitude,  this  point  anfwered  nearly  to  Mr.  Mears's 
cape  Shoalwater;  but,  from  his  defeription  of  the  adjacent  country,  it 
fliould  rather  appear  to  be  his  Low  Point;  and  the  bay  we  endeavoured 
to  enter  to  the  fouth  of  it,  Shoalwater  bay  ;  as  in  it  there  appeared  two 
openings,  the  one  taking  a  northerly,  and  the  other  an  eaftwardly  direc- 
tion. Mr.  Mears  likewife  flates,  "  that,  with  their  glaffes,  they  traced 
the  line  of  the  coafl:  to  the  fouth  of  cape  Shoalwater,  which  prefented  no 
opening  that  promifed  like  an  harbour ;"  thofe  to  the  fouth  of  both  thefc 
points  flattered  our  expcftations,  until  the  breakers,  extending  acrofs 
each  of  them,  gave  us  reafon  to  confider  them  inacceffible,  and  unwor- 
thy any  lofs  of  time  whilfl:  accompanied  by  fo  favorable  a  breeze.  At 
fun-fet  we  again  fhortened  fail,  and  as  ufual,  hauled  our  wind  to  preferve 
our  (hvtion  until  the  morning.  Our  foundings  were  from  24  to  43  fa- 
thoms, dark  brown  fandy  bottom.  It  was  calm  for  a  few  hours  during 
the  evening  and  night,  with  a  heavy  fall  of  rain. 

The  next  morning  at  four  o'clock,  with  a  light  breeze  at  e.s.  e.  we  Saturday's. 
again  fleered  in  for  the  land,  and  found  that  we  had  been  materially  af- 
fefted  b)'  a  northern  current.  The  land  we  had  been  abreafl;  of  the  pre- 
ceding evening,  now  bore  by  compafs  s.  e.  6  or  7  leagues  diflant;  and 
the  coafl;  to  the  north  of  it  fl:ill  continuing  to  appear  a  fl:rait  and  compaft 
fhore,  I  did  not  attempt  gaining  a  nearer  view,  but  pafled  on  to  the 
northward,  keeping  at  about  a  league  from  the  land  which  now  took  an 
almofl:  north  direftion,  to  a  point  that,  after  the  Right  Honorable  Lord 
Grenville,  I  named  Point  Grenville,  fituated  in  latitude  4/22', 
longitude  235°  58'-| ;  whence  the  coall  tends  n.n.w.  Lying  off  point 
Grenville  are  three  fmall  rocky  iflets,  one  of  which,  like  that  at  cape 
Look-out,  is  perforated. 

F.  e  2  From 


•:  v^  "  ui!A 


212 


A    VOYAGE    OF    DISCOVERY 


1792, 

April. 


«,<  .'.■?■• 


From  hence,  as  we  proceeded  to  the  north,  the  coafl  began  to  incrcafe 
regularly  in  height,  and  the  inland  country,  behind  the  low  land  bor- 
dering on  the(ea  fhore,  acquired  a  confiderable  degree  of  elevation.  The 
fhores  we  pafTed  this  morning,  differed  in  fome  rel'pefts  from  thofe  we 
had  hitherto  fecn.  They  were  compofcd  of  low  cliffs  rifing  perpendicu- 
larly from  a  beach  of  fand  or  fmall  ftones ;  had  many  detached  rocks  of 
various  romantic  forms  lying  at  the  diftance  of  about  a  mile,  with  regu- 
lar foundings,  between  16  and  19  fathoms,  foft  fandy  bottom.  Noon 
brought  us  in  fight  of  land,  which  was  confidered  to  be  that  named  by 
Mr.  Barclay,  Deftruftion  ifland;  bearing  by  compafs  from  n.  14W.  to 
N.  17W.;  the  fouthernmoft  land  in  fight,  s.  53  e.  ;  the  northernmoft 
N.36W.;  and  the  neareff  fhore  N.65E.  at  the  diftance  of  about  4 
miles ;  in  this  fituation  our  oblerved  latitude  was  47"  30',  longitude  235" 
49',  and  the  variation  of  the  compafs  18°  caftwardly. 

In  the  afternoon  the  wind  we  had  been  fo  happily  favored  with  died 
away,  and  was  fucceeded  by  calms  and  light  variable  breezes.  Thefe, 
with  a  current  or  tide  fetting  rapidly  in  fhore,  obliged  us  to  anchor  in 
21  fathoms,  on  a  bottom  of  foft  fand  and  mud:  the  coafl,  which  now 
formed  a  ftrait  and  compa^  fhore,  bore  by  compafs  from  n.  30  w.  to 
s.  49  E. ;  the  neareft  part  of  the  main  land,  eaft,  about  five  miles ;  Deflruc- 
tion  ifland,  being  the  neareft  fhore,  n.  5  e.  to  n.  5  w.  about  a  league 
diftant ;  and  fome  breakers  extending  from  its  north  point  N.  8  w. 

This  ifland  is  fituated  in  latitude  47'  37' ;  longitude  235°  49' ;  and  is, 
by  far,  the  largeft  detached  land  yet  obferved  on  the  coafl.  It  is  about 
a  league  in  circuit,  low,  and  nearly  flat  on  the  top,  prefenting  a  very 
barren  afpefl,  and  producing  only  one  or  two  dwarf  trees  at  each  end. 
A  canoe  or  two  were  feen  paddling  near  th'  ifland.  It  was  a  fa6l  not 
lefs  Angular  than  worthy  obfervation.  that,  on  the  whole  extenfive  coaft 
of  New  Albion,  and  more  particularly  in  the  vicinity  of  thofe  fertile 
and  delightful  fhores  we  had  lately  paffed,  we  had  not,  excepting  to 
the  fouthward  of  cape  Orford  and  at  this  place,  feen  any  inhabitants,  or 
met  with  any  circumftances,  that  in  the  moft  diftant  manner  indicated 
a  probability  of  the  country  being  inhabited. 

The  ferenity  of  the  weather,  although  very  pleafant,  was  rendered 
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excedively  irkfome  by  the  want  of  wind  ;  our  progrcfs  was  flow,  and  our 
curiolity  was  much  excited  to  explore  the  promifed  cxpanfivc  medi- 
terranean ocean,  which,  by  various  accounts,  is  faid  to  have  exiflence  in 
thefc  regions.  The  (everal  hu-gc  rivers  and  capacious  inlets,  that  have 
been  defcribed  as  difcharging  their  contents  into  the  pacific,  between  the 
40th  and  48th  degree  of  north  latitude,  were  reduced  to  brooks,  infuffi- 
cient  for  our  vefTels  to  navigate,  or  to  bays,  inapplicable  as  harbours,  for 
refitting;  excepting  that  one  of  which  Mr.  Dalrymple  informs  us,  that 
"  it  is  alledged  that  the  Spaniards  have  recently  found  an  entrance  in  the 
"  latitude  of  47"*  45'  north,  which  in  27  days  courfe  brought  them  to 
"  the  vicinity  of  Hudfon's  bay ;  this  latitude  exactly  correfponds  to  the 
"  ancient  relation  of  John  De  Fuca,  the  Greek  pilot,  in  1592."*  This 
inlet  could  be  now  only  ten  miles  from  us;  and  another  that  had  been  ^anVor'pn 
vifited  by  Mr.  Mears  and  other  traders  on  the  coafl,  was  not  more  than  fi,"'|"fae  "^ 
20  leagues  difbmt.  We  had  been  extremely  fortunate  in  the  favorable 
winds  that  had  attended  us  along  this  coafl,  and  their  abfence  at  this 
jun£lure  made  us  impatient  for  their  return.  Our  anxiety  was,  how- 
ever, of  no  long  duration ;  as  by  three  o'clock  on  funday  morning  we  Sunday  jg. 
were  indulged  with  a  pleafant  breeze,  with  which  at  day-light  we  weighed 
and  flood  along  the  fhore  to  the  n.  w.  Whilfl  at  anchor  we  found  a 
conftant  current,  without  intermiffion,  fetting  in  the  line  of  the  coafl 
to  the  northward,  at  an  uniform  rate  of  near  half  a  league  per  hour. 
Since  we  had  pafTed  cape  Orford,  we  had  been  regularly  thus  affefted, 
and  carried  further  to  the  north  by  10  or  12  miles  per  day  dian  we  ex- 
pefted. 

At  four  o'clock,  a  fail  was  difcovered  to  the  weflward  flanding  in  il:oie. 
This  was  a  very  great  novelty,  not  having  fcen  any  vefTel  but  our  con- 
fort,  during  the  lafl  eight  months.  She  foon  hoifled  American  colours, 
and  fired  a  gun  to  leeward.  At  fix  we  fpoke  her.  She  proved  to  be 
the  fliip  Columbia,  commanded  by  Mr.  Robert  Gray,  belonging  to  Boflon, 
whence  flie  had  been  abfent  nineteen  months.  Having  little  doubt  of 
his  being  the  fame  perfon  who  had  formerly  commanded  the  floop  Wafti- 
ington,  I  defircd  he  would  bring  to,  and  fent  Mr.  Puget  and  Mr.  Men- 
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zies  on  board  to  acquire  fuch  information  as  might  be  ferviceable  in  our 
future  operations. 

The  mofl:  remarkable  mountain  we  had  feen  on  the  coaft  of  New 
Albion,  now  prcfented  itfelf  Its  fummit,  covered  with  eternal  fnow, 
was  divided  into  a  very  elegant  double  fork,  and  rofe  confpicuoudy  from 
a  bafe  of  lofty  mountains  clothed  in  the  fame  manner,  which  defcended 
gradually  to  hills  of  a  moderate  height,  and  terminated  like  that  we  had 
feen  the  preceding  day,  in  low  cliffs  falling  perpendicularly  on  a  fandy 
beach;  off  which  were  fcattered  man)'  rocks  and  rocky  iflets  of  various 
forms  and  fixes.  This  was  generally  confulered,  though  it  was  not  con- 
firmed by  its  latitude,  to  be  the  mount  Olympus  of  Mr.  Mears  ;  it  be- 
ing the  only  confpicuous  mountain  we  had  obferved  on  the  part  of  the 
coafl  he  had  vifited.  Mount  Olympus  is  placed  in  latitude  47°  lo'; 
whereas  our  latitude  now  was  47° 38' :  and  as  this  mountain  bore  N.55  e. 
it  mufl  confequently  be  to  the  north  of  us ;  although  we  were  unable 
to  determine  its  precife  fituation,  b}'  the  thick  hazy  weather  which  fhort- 
ly  fucceeded. 

On  the  return  of  the  boat,  we  found  our  conjeftures  had  not  been 
ill  grounded,  that  this  was  the  fame  gentleman  who  had  commanded 
the  floop  Wafliington  at  the  time,  we  are  informed,  fhe  had  made  a  very 
fingular  voyage  behind  Nootka.  It  was  not  a  little  remarkable  that,  on 
our  approach  to  the  entrance  of  this  inland  fea,  we  fliould  fall  in  with 
the  identical  perfon  who,  it  had  been  ftated,  had  failed  through  it.  His 
relation,  however,  differed  very  materially  from  that  publifhed  in  Eng- 
land. It  is  not  poffible  to  conceive  any  one  to  be  more  aflonifhed  than 
was  Mr.  Gray,  on  his  being  made  acquainted,  that  his  authority  had 
been  quoted,  and  the  track  pointed  out  that  he  had  been  fa  id  to  have 
made  in  the  floop  Wafhington.  In  contradiftion  to  which,  he  af- 
fured  the  officers,  that  he  had  penetrated  only  50  miles  into  tlie  flraits 
in  queftion,  in  an  e.s.e.  direflion  ;  that  he  found  the  paflas^e  j  leagues 
wide  ;  and  that  heunderftood,  from  the  natives,  that  the  opening  extend- 
ed a  confiderable  diflance  to  the  northward  ;  that  this  was  all  the  infor- 
mation he  had  acquired  refpefting  this  inland  fea,  and  that  lie  returned 
into  the  ocean  by  the  fame  way  he  had  entered  at.     The  inlet  he  fup- 
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pofcd  to  be  die  fame  tliat  Do  Fuca  had  difcovcrcd,  which  opinion 
fci incd  to  be  univcifally  received  by  all  the  modern  vilitors.  He  like- 
wife  informed  them  of  his  having  been  off  the  mouth  of  a  river  in  the 
latitude  of  46"  lo',  where  the  ouifet,  or  reflux,  was  fo  ftrong  as  to 
prevent  his  entering  for  nine  days.  This  was,  probably,  the  opening 
palfed  by  us  on  the  forenoon  of  the  27th;  ..ad  was,  apparently,  inac- 
ceRible,  not  from  the  current,  but  from  the  breakers  that  extended 
acrols  it.  He  had  alio  entered  another  inlet  to  the  northward,  in  la- 
titude 5  i"-j  ;  in  which  he  had  failed  to  the  latitude  of  56",  without  dif- 
covering  its  termination.  The  fouth  point  of  entrance  into  Dc  Fuca's 
ftreights  he  ftated  to  be  in  48"  24',  and  conceived  our  diflance  from  it 
to  be  about  8  leagues.  The  lad  winter  he  had  fpent  in  port  Cox,  or,  as 
the  natives  call  it,  Clayoquot,  from  whence  he  had  failed  but  a  few  days. 
During  the  winter  he  had  built  a  fmall  vefTel,  in  which  he  had  difpatch- 
ed  a  mate  and  ten  men  to  barter  for  furs  on  Queen  Charlotte's  iflands, 
and  was  himfelf  now  commencing  his  fummer's  trade  along  the  coaft  to 
the  fouthward.  Whilfl;  he  remained  at  Clayoquot,  Wicananifli,  the  chief 
of  that  diflrift,  had  concerted  a  plan  to  capture  his  fhip,  by  bribing  a 
native  of  Owhyhee,  whom  Mr.  Gray  had  with  him,  to  wet  the  priming 
of  all  the  fire-arms  on  board,  which  were  conftantly  kept  loaded  ;  upon 
which  the  chief  would  eafily  have  overpowered  the  (hip's  crew,  by  a 
number  of  daring  Indians  who  were  aflembled  for  that  purpole.  This 
projeft  was  happily  difcovered,  and  the  Americans  being  on  their  guard 
the  fata!  effefts  of  the  enterprize  were  prevented. 

Having  obtained  this  information,  our  courfe  was  again  direfted  along 
the  coafl  to  the  northward.  It  continued  to  increafe  in  height  as  we 
advanced,  with  numberlefs  detached  rocky  iflets,  amongfl:  which  were 
many  funken  rocks,  extending  in  fome  places  a  league  from  the  fhore. 
As  we  paffed  the  outermoft  of  thefe  rocks  at  the  diflance  of  a  mile,  we 
plainly  diflinguifhed  the  fouth  point  of  entrance  into  De  Fuca's  flraits, 
bearing  by  compafs  n.8w.  :  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  ffraits,  though 
indittinftly  feen  in  confequence  of  the  haze,  plainly  indicated  an  open- 
ing of  confiderable  extent.  The  thick  rainy  weather  permitted  us  to 
fee  little  of  the  country,  yet  we  were  enabled  to  afcertain  that  this  coafl, 
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V^*:       like  tliat  which  we  had  hitherto  explored  from  cape  Mendocino,  was 

April.  _  '_  _  •  ' 

>  "v^i  »  firm  and  compact,  witliout  any  opening  into  the  mediterranc  an  Tea,  as 
fhncd  in  hititude  47°  15' :  or  the  lead  appearance  of  a  fafe  or  fecure  har- 
bour, either  in  that  latitude,  or,  from  it  fcMUhv/ard  to  cape  Mendocino; 
notwithftanding  that,  in  that  fpacc,  geographers  have  thought  it  expedient 
to  fiirnifh  many.  Thofe,  however,  who  from  fiich  ideal  reports  may 
be  induced  to  navigate,  in  the  confidence  of  meeting  fuch  reforts  for 
flielter  or  refrcftiment,  will,  it  is  greatly  to  he  apprehended,  be  led  into 
confiderable  error,  and  experience  like  mylelf  no  fmall  degree  of  mor- 
tification. 

Wc  now  faw  feveral  villages  fcatiered  along  the  fhore,  whofe  inhabi- 
tants came  off  for  the  purpofe,  as  we  fuppofed,  of  trading:  as  the  Colum- 
bia brought  to  for  a  (hort  time,  and  again  made  all  the  fail  flie  could  af- 
ter us;  which  led  us  to  conjecture,  that  Mr.  Gray  had  not  been  per- 
fe6lly  fatisficd  with  the  account  given  by  our  officers,  and  fufpe61ed  that 
our  objeft  was  of  a  commercial  nature  like  his  own,  as  he  had  informed 
our  gentlemen  that  he  was  immediately  going  a  confiderable  way  to  the 
fouthward.  We  were,  at  this  time,  within  2  or  3  mlKs  of  the  fit  ore  ; 
the  wind  blew  a  frelh  gale,  attended  with  thick  rainy  weather  from  the 
E.s.E.  But  as  it  was  favorable  for  entering  this  inlet,  we  were  eager 
to  embrace  the  opportunity  it  afforded,  and  fhortened  fail  that  the 
Chatham  might  take  the  lead.  About  noon,  we  reached  its  fouth  en- 
trance,  which   I   underftand   the  natives    diftinguifh   by  the  name    of 

•  Cape  Fbt-  Claffet*  ;  it  is  a  proje6ling  and  confpicuous  promontory ;   and  bore,  by 
^*  compafs,  from  n.  56  e.  to  n.  39  e.,  diftant  from  its  ncarefl  part  about  two 

miles.  Tatooche's  ifland,  united  to  the  promontory  by  a  ledge  of  rocks 
over  which  the  fea  violently  breaks,  bore  n.  17  e.  to  n.  30  e.  ;  and  the 
rock  lying  off  the  ifland,  as  dcfcribed  by  Mr.  Duncan  in  his  excellent 
fkctch  of  the  entrance  into  this  inlet,  N.  14  e.  In  the  latitude,  howe\er, 
there  appears  to  be  an  error  of  10  miles;  which,  from  Mr.  Duncan's 
accuracy  in  other  refpefts,  I  was  induced  to  attribute  to  the  prcfs.  The 
fouth  entrance  is  by  him  flated  to  be  in  48°  37';  whereas,  by  our  run, 
and  making  every  allowance,  we  could  not  place  it  fo  far  north  as  Mr. 
Gray.     No  great  violence  of  tide  was  experienced ;  nor  did  we  obferve 
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the  Pinnacle  rock,  as  rcpn-rcnted  by  Mr.  Mcars  and  Mr.  Dalrymplr,  in 
order  to  identify  tlicfc  as  Dc  Fuca's  llraits,  or  any  other  rock  more  con- 
fpicuous  than  thoufands  along  the  coall,  varying  in  form  and  fize ; 
fome  conical,  others  with  flat  fides,  flat  tops,  and  almofl  every  other  fhape 
that  can  be  figured  by  the  in\agination. 

We  followed  the  Chatham  between  Tatooche's  ifland  and  the  rock, 
liauling  to  tlie  cadward  along  the  fouthern  fliore  of  the  fuppofed  llraits 
of  De  Fuca.  This  rock,  which  rifes  jull  above  the  furface  of  the  water, 
and  over  which  the  furf  breaks  with  great  violence,  I  called  Rock  Dun- 
can, in  commemoration  of  that  gentleman's  difcovery.  It  is  fituated, 
as  lie  rcprefents,  ebout  N.20E.,  nearly  half  a  league  from  Tatooche's 
ifland  ;  forming  a  paflage,  to  all  appearance,  perfe6lly  clear.  The  ifland 
of  Tatooche  is  of  an  oblong  fhape,  lying  nearly  in  a  n.w.  and  s.e.  di- 
reftion,  about  half  a  league  in  circuit,  bearing  a  verdant  and  fertile  ap- 
pearance, without  any  trees.  On  the  eafl  fide  is  a  cove  which  nearly 
divides  the  ifland  into  two  parts  ;  the  upper  part  of  the  cliff  in  the  cen- 
ter of  the  cove,  had  the  appearance  of  having  been  feparated  by  art  for 
the  prote61ion  or  conveniency  of  the  village  there  fituated;  and  has  a 
communication  from  tliff  to  cliff  above  the  houfes  of  the  village  by  a 
bridge  or  caufeway,  over  which  the  inhabitants  were  fecn  palTing  and 
repaffing.  On  the  beach  were  feen  feveral  canoes,  and  fome  of  them 
would  moft  probably  have  vifited  us,  had  we  thought  proper  to 
fhorten  fail.  This  promontory,  though  not  greatly  elevated,  rifes  very 
abruptly  from  the  fea  in  flecp  barren  cliffs;  above  thefe  it  feems  well 
wooded  ;  but  the  badnefs  of  the  weather  that  obfcured  the  adjacent  coun- 
try, prevented  alfo  our  afcertaining  its  fnuation.  From  the  north-weft 
part  of  Tatooche's  ifland,  which  bears  fiom  the  north  point  of  the  pro- 
montory of  Claflet  N.  79  w,  diflant  about  two  miles,  the  exterior  coafl 
takes  a  direftion  n'^arly  fouth  about  10  leagues;  where,  as  we  pafTed,  I 
anxioufly  looked  out  for  the  point  which  Captain  Cook  had  diftinguifhed 
by  the  name  of  Cape  Flattery,  of  which  I  could  not  be  completely  fa- 
tisficd,  on  account  of  the  difference  in  latitude.  A  ftiallow  bay,  however, 
does  extend  about  3  leagues  to  the  fouthward  of  Claffet,  which  falls  fome 
diflanre  back  from  the  general  line  of  the  coafl ;  and  the  bafe  of  the  in- 
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land  mountains  which  projcft  thrro,  and  Form  deep  ravines,  prtTcnt  at 
didancf  the  appearance  of  a  liilli'  and  ("eciire  port  ;  but,  on  a  nearer 
approach,  the  whole  was  found  firmly  coniuHed  by  a  Tandy  beach. 
This,  mod  probably,  is  tlie  bay  which  the  Rdoliiiion  and  Difcovery 
ftood  into;  and  Clafl'et  is  the  point,  with  an  illand  lying  of!"  it,  which  Cap- 
tain Cook  called  cape  Flattery.  The  dillerence  in  latitude,  (if  Mr.  Gray 
is  corred,  who  has  palFed  it  feveral  times,  and  always  made  it  nearly 
the  fame,)  may  have  been  occafioned  by  a  current  fnnilar  to  that  which 
we  had  lately  experienced  along  the  coall;  affetting  the  Refolution  in 
the  fame  manner,  between  noon,  when  their  latitude  was  oblcrved,  and 
late  in  the  evening,  when  Captain  Cook  hauled  off  the  coall. 

As  we  proceeded  along  the  fhore,  we  paffed  the  village  of  Claffet, 
which  is  fituated  about  two  miles  within  the  Cape,  and  has  die  appearance 
of  being  extenfiveand  populous.  As  the  frefh  fouthwardly  wind  became 
much  moderated  by  the  intervention  of  the  high  land  we  were  now  under, 
fome  of  the  inhabitants  found  no  difficulty  in  vifiting  us  ;  this  they  did 
in  a  very  civil,  orderly,  and  friendly  manner,  requclHng  permiffion  be- 
fore  they  attempted  to  enter  the  fhip  ;  and  on  receiving  fome  prefents, 
with  affurances  of  our  friendfhip,  they  very  politely  and  earnefUy  folici- 
ted  us  to  Hop  at  their  village.  The  fituation  of  the  anchorage  however 
being  much  expofed,  and  wifhing  for  fomefnug  port  where,  witheafeand 
con\enience,  the  various  neceflary  fervices  we  now  required  might  be 
performcfl,  I  declined  their  very  cordial  invitation,  and  directed  our 
courfe  up  the  inlet,  entertaining  no  doubt  that  we  Ihould  foon  be  ena- 
bled to  accommodate  ourfelves  with  a  more  advantageous  (lation. 

The  few  natives  who  came  off  refenibled,  in  moff  refpc6ls,  the  peo-  ' 
pleofNootka.  Their  perfons,  garments,  and  behaviour,  arc  very  fimi- 
lar;  fome  difference  was  obferved  in  their  ornaments,  particularly  in 
thofe  worn  at  the  nofe ;  for  inftead  of  the  crefcent,  generally  adopted  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Nootka,  thefe  wore  ftrait  pieces  of  bone.  T  heir  ca- 
noes, arms,  and  implements,  were  exa6tly  the  fame.  'Ihey  fpoke  the 
fame  language,  but  did  not  approach  us  with  the  formality  obferved  by 
thofe  people  on  vifiting  the  Refolution  and  Difcovery ;  which  may  pro- 
bably be  owing  to  their  having  become  more  familiar  widi   flrangers. 
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The  wind  veering  to  the  s.  i:.  obliged  us  to  tum  up  nlong  lliore  on  the 
fouthcrn  fide  of  the  llraits,  whieh,  (Voiii  ciipe  Clairel,  takes  a  (hredion 
s.70t.  Ahoiit  two  miles  within  the  \illiige  we  pafli'd  a  linall  open  bay, 
with  a  little  idand  lying  olF  its  eailern  lide.  apparent!)' too  itifignifieant  to 
anfwer  our  pnrpofe  (jf  refitting.  The  weather  becoming  more  iniplealiint 
as  the  day  advanced  ;  at  feven  in  tlie  evening  we  came  to  anchor  in  23 
fathoms  water,  on  a  bottom  of  black  fand  and  mud,  about  a  mile  irom 
the  Ihore. 

1  now  became  acquainted  that  after  we  had  paffed  within  Tatoochc's 
idand  a  rock  was  noticed,  and  liippofed  to  be  that  reprefcnted  as  De  Fuca's 
pinnacK;  rock  ;  this  however  was  vifible  only  for  a  few  miimtcs,  from  its 
being  clofe  to  the  (hove  of  the  main  land,  indead  of  lying  in  the  entrance 
of  the  (haits ;  nor  did  it  condpond  with  that  which  has  been  fo  de- 
fcribed. 

It  was  fomewhat  remarkable,  that  although  we  rode  all  night  by  the 
wind,  the  Chatham,  though  anchored  not  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  diore  of 
us,  nxlc  to  a  regular  fix  hours  tide,  running  near  half  a  league  per  hour; 
and,  by  the  appearance  of  the  diores,  the  ebb  and  flow  fccmcd  to  ha\e 
been  very  confulerable. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Proceed  up  the  Straits—Anchor  under  New  Dungenefs — Remarks  on  the 
coajl  of  New  Albion — Arrive  in  port  Difcovery — Tranfa6lio7is  there — 
Boat  excurjion — Quit  port  Difcovery — AJlronomical  and  nautical  obfer- 
vations. 


Amxi  1  H  E  evening  of  the  29th  brought  us  to  an  anchor  in  very  thick  rainy 
^'"■''—  •'  weather,  about  8  miles  within  the  entrance  on  the  fouthern  fliore  of  the 
Monday  30.  fuppofed  ftraits  of  De  Fuca.  The  following  morning,  a  gentle  breeze 
fprangup  from  the  n.w.  attended  with  clear  and  pleafant  weather,  which 
prefented  to  our  view  this  renowned  inlet.  Its  foiuhern  fliores  were  feen 
to  extend,  bycompafs,  from  n.  83  w.  to  e.  ;  the  former  being  the  fmall 
ifland  we  had  pafFed  the  preceding  afternoon,  which  lying  about  half  a 
mile  from  the  main  land,  was  auout  4  miles  diftant  from  us  :  its  northern 
fliore  extends  from  n.  68  vv,  to  n.  73  k,  ;  the  nearcfl  point  of  it,  diflant 
about  3  leagues,  bore  n.  15  w.  We  weighed  anchor  wuh  a  favorable 
wind,  and  (leered  to  the  eaft  along  the  I'outhern  (hore,  at  the  dilhmce 
of  about  two  miles,  having  an  uninterrupted  horizon  between  eaft  and 
N.  73  E.  The  fhores  on  each  fide  the  ftraits  are  of  a  moderate  height  ; 
and  the  delightful  fcrenity  of  the  weather  permitted  our  feeing  this  inlet 
to  great  advantage.  The  fliores  on  the  fouth  fide  are  compofed  of  low 
fandy  cliffs,  falling  perpendicularly  on  beaches  of  fand  or  Hones.  From 
the  top  of  thefe  cliffy  eminences,  the  land  appeared  to  take  a  further 
gentle  moderate  afcent,  and  was  intirely  covered  with  trees  chiefly  of  >he 
pine  tribe,  until  the  foreft  reached  a  range  of  high  craggy  mountains, 
\vhich  fcemed  to  rife  from  the  wood-land    country  in  a  ver)-  abrujn 

manner, 
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manner,  with  a  few  fcattercd  trees  on  their  lloril  fides,  and  their  funi- 
mits  covered  with  fnow.     The  northern  fliore  did  not  appear  quite  fo    v. 
liigh :  it  rofe  more  gradually  from  the  fea-fide  to  the  tops  of  the  mountains, 
which  had  the  appearance  of  a  compaft  range,  infinitely  more  uniform, 
and  much  lefs  covered  with  fnow,  than  thofe  on  the  fouthern  fide. 

Our  latitude,  at  noon,  was  48"  19';  longitude  236"  19';  and  the  va- 
riation of  the  compafs  18°  caftwardly.  In  this  fituation,  the  northern 
(hore  extended  by  compafs  from  n.  82  vv.  to  n.  51  e.  ;  between  the  lat- 
ter, and  the  caftern extremity  of  the  fouthern  fhore,  bearing  n.  88  k.,  we 
flad  ftill  an  unbounded  horizon;  whilft  the  ifland  before  mentioned, 
continuing  to  form  the  weft  extremity  of  the  fouthern  fliore.  bore  s.84  w. 
By  thefe  obfervations,  which  I  have  great  reafon  to  believe  were  cor- 
re6lly  taken,  the  north  promontory  of  Clalfet  is  fituated  in  latitude  48" 
23'-j;  longitude  235°  38'.  The  fmoothnefs  of  the  fea,  and  dearnefs  of 
the  iky,  enabled  us  to  take  fcveral  fcts  of  lunar  diftances,  which  gave 
the  longitude  to  the  caftward  of  the  chronometer,  and  ferved  to  confirm 
our  former  obfervations,  that  it  was  gaining  very  materially  on  the  rate 
as  fettled  at  Otaheite.  As  the  day  advanced,  the  wind,  which  as  well 
as  the  weather  was  delightfully  pleafant,  accelerated  our  progrefs  along 
the  fliore.  This  feemed  to  indicate  a  fpeedy  termination  to  the  inlet ;  as 
high  land  now  began  to  appear  juft  rifing  from  that  horizon,  which,  a 
few  hours  before,  we  had  considered  to  be  unlimited.  Every  new  ap- 
pearance, as  we  proceeded,  furnifiied  new  conje6lures  ;  the  whole  was 
not  vifibly  conne6ted  ;  it  might  form  a  cluder  of  idands  feparatcd  by 
large  arms  of  the  fea,  or  be  united  by  land  not  fufliciently  high  to  be 
jet  difcernible.  About  five  in  the  afternoon,  a  long,  low,  fmdy  point 
of  land  was  obferved  nrojefting  from  the  cliify  fliores  into  the  fea,  be- 
hind which  was  fcen  the  appearance  of  a  well-flieltcred  ba\',  and,  a 
little  to  the  s.i:.  of  it,  an  opening  in  the  land,  promifing  a  fafe  and  ex- 
tenfive  port.  About  this  time  a  very  high  confpicuous  cragg\-  moun- 
tain, bearing  by  compafs  n.  f^o  e.  prefented  itfelf,  towering  above  the 
clouds  :  as  low  down  as  they  allowed  it  to  be  vifible  it  was  covered  with 
fnow ;  and  fouth  of  it,  was  a  long  ridge  of  very  rugged  fnowy  moun- 
tains. 
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tains,    much  Icfs   elevated,    which  fecmed  to  flretch  to  a  confidcrable 
diftance. 

As  ni)'  intention  was  to  anchor  for  the  night  under  the  low  point,  the 
nccefTary  fignals  were  made  ut  the  Chatham;  and  at  feven  we  hauled 
round  it,  at  the  diftance  of  about  a  mile.  This  was,  however,  too  near, 
as  we  loon  lound  ourfelves  in  3  fathoms  water ;  but,  on  ftcering  about 
half  a  mile  to  the  north,  the  depth  increafed  to  10  fathoms,  and  we 
rounded  the  fliallow  fpit,  which,  though  not  very  confpicuous,  is  fhcwn 
bv  the  tide  caufing  a  confiderable  rippling  over  it.  Having  turned  up 
a  little  way  into  the  bay,  we  anchored  on  a  bottom  of  foft  fand  and 
iniul  in  1  [  (arioms  water.  The  low  fandy  point  of  land,  which  from  its 
«ir(:ii  n  fcmblance  to  Duniieuefs  in  the  Britifli  channel  I  called  Ne  w  Du  \- 
GKXESS,  bore  by  compafs  N..\i  w.  about  3  miles  diflant,  from  whence 
the  low  projetiing  land  extends  until  it  reaches  a  bluff  cliff  of  a  mode- 
rate height,  bearing  from  us  s.  60  w.  about  a  league  dillant.  rrom  this 
ftation  the  Ihores  bore  the  fame  appearance  as  thofe  we  had  palfed  in 
the  morning,  compofingone  intire  fored.  The  fnowy  mountains  of  the 
inland  country  were,  howexer,  neither  fo  high  nor  fo  rugged,  and  were 
further  removed  from  the  lea  fliore.  The  nearefl;  parts  bore  by  com- 
pafs from  us,  fouth  about  half  a  league  off;  the  a{)parent  port  s.  50  e. 
about  2  leagues :  and  the  fouth  point  of  an  inlet,  feemingly  very  capa- 
cious, s.  85  E. ;  with  land  ajipearing  like  an  idand,  moderately  elevated, 
lying  before  its  entrance,  from  s.  85  e.  to  N.  87  k.  :  and  the  s.E.  extremity 
of  that  which  noM'  appeared  to  be  the  fouthern  fliore,  n.  71  i:.  fVom 
this  diretiion  round  by  the  north  and  N.w.  the  high  dill-ant  land  formed, 
as  already  obferved,  like  detached  iflands,  amongfl  which  the  lofty  moun- 
tain, difcovered  in  the  afternoon  by  the  third  lieutenant,  and  in  compli- 
ment to  him  called  by  me  Mou,\'r  Baker,  rofe  a  very  confpicuous 
object,  bearing  bv  compafs  n.  ,\']  i-..,  appfienlly  at  a  vcrv  remote  dif- 
tance.  A  fmall  Indian  village  was  near  us  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  bay, 
but  we  had  not  yet  been  vifited  by  anv  of  the  inhabitants.  We  had 
now  advanced  further  up  this  inlet  thnii  Mr.  Grav,  or  (to  our  know- 
ledge) any  other  perfon  from  the  civilised  world  ;  although  it  fhould 
hereafter  be  proved  to  be  the  fame  which  is  faid  to  have  been  entered  by 
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De  Fuca,  in  fupport  of  which,  oral  tcflimony  is  the  only  authority  pro- 
duced ;  a  tradition  rendered  flill  more  doubtful  by  its  entrance  differing 
at  lead  40'  in  latitude. 

Confidering  ourlMves  now  on  the  point  of  commencing  an  examination 
of  an  intircly  new  region,  I  cannot  take  leave  of  the  coafl.  already  known, 
without  obtruding  a  fliort  remark  on  that  part  of  the  continent,  compre- 
hending a  fpace  of  nearly  215  leagues,  on  which  our  inquiries  had  been 
lately  employed  under  the  mofl  fortunate  and  favorable  circumflances  of 
wind  and  weather.  So  minutely  had  this  extenfive  coafl  been  infpe6ted, 
that  the  furf  had  been  conflantly  fecn  to  break  on  its  fliores  from  the 
mafl-head ;  and  it  was  but  in  a  few  fmall  intervals  only,  where  our  dif- 
tance  precluded  its  being  vifible  from  the  deck.  AVhenever  the  wea- 
ther pre\  ented  our  making  free  with  the  fliore,  or  on  our  hauling  off" 
for  the  night,  the  return  of  fine  weather  and  of  day-light  uniformly 
brought  us,  if  not  to  the  identical  fpot  we  had  departed  from,  at  leafl 
within  a  few  miles  of  it,  and  never  beyond  the  northern  limits  of  the 
coafl  which  we  had  previoufly  feen.  An  examination  fo  direclcd,  and 
circumflances  happily  concurring  to  permit  its  being  fo  executed,  af- 
forded the  mofl  complete  opportunity  of  determining  its  various  turn- 
ings and  windings  ;  as  alfo  the  pofition  of  all  its  confpicuous  points,  af- 
certained  by  meridional  altitudes  for  the  latitude,  and  obfcrvations  for  the 
chronometer,  which  we  hid  the  good  fortune  to  make  conftantly  once, 
and  in  general  twice  every   h\,  the  preceding  c;ne  o»iIy  excepted. 

It  mufi;  be  confidnrd  as  ■  very  fingular  circumflance  that,  in  fo  great 
an  extent  of  fea  coafl,  we  '  losjid  not  until  now  have  feen  the  appearance 
of  any  opening  in  its  H'ores,  which  prefented  any  certain  profpe£l  of 
affording  fhelter  :  tlif  '^hole  coafl  lu-  niing  one  compaft,  folid,  and  nearly 
11  rait  barrier  again  ft  ihe  Tea. 

The  river  Mr.  Gray  mentioned,  fli  ,'uld,  from  the  Lititude  he  af- 
figned  to  it,  have  exiftence  in  the  bay,  fbuth  of  cape  Difappointment. 
'i'his  we  palled  on  the  forenoon  of  the  27th ;  and,  as  I  then  ob- 
fi'rved,  if  any  inlet  or  river  fhould  be  found,  it  mufl.  be  a  \cry  intri- 
cate one,  and  inacceffible  to  veffels  of  our  burthen,  owing  to  the  reefs 
and  broken  water  which  then  appealed  in  its  neighbourhood.  Mr. 
Gray   flated,    that  he  had  been    feveral  days  attempting  to  enter   it^ 
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whicli  at  length  he  was  unable  to  efie6l  in  confequcnce  of  a  very  ftrong 
outfet.  luis  is  a  phenomenon  difEcult  to  account  for,  as,  in  moft  cafes 
where  there  arc  outlets  of  fuch  flrength  on  a  fea  coaft,  there  are correfpond- 
ing  tides  fetting  in.  Be  that  however  as  it  may,  I  was  thorouglily  convin- 
ced, as  were  alfo  mofl;  perfons  of  obfervation  on  board,  that  we  could  not 
poifibly  have  pafled  any  fa(e  navigable  opening,  harbour,  or  place  of  fe- 
curity  for  (hipping  on  this  coaft,  from  cape  Mendocino  to  the  promontory 
of  Clalfet;  nor  had  we  any  realbn  to  alter  our  opinions,  notwithftanding 
that  theoretical  geographers  have  thought  proper  to  affert,  in  that  fpace, 
the  exiftence  of  arms  of  the  ocean,  communicating  with  a  mediterranean 
fea,  and  cxtenfive  rivers,  with  fafe  and  convenient  ports.  Thefe  ideas,  not 
derived  from  any  fource  of  fubftantial  information,  have,  it  is  much  to  be 
feared,  been  adopted  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  giving  unlimited  credit  to 
the  traditionary  exploits  of  ancient  foreigners,  and  to  undervalue  the 
laborious  and  enterprizing  exertions  of  our  own  countrymen,  in  the 
noble  fcience  of  difcovcry. 

Since  thevifion  of  the  fouthern  continent,  (from  which  the  Incas  of  Peru 
are  faid  to  have  originated,)  has  vanifhed;  the  pretended  difcoveries  of  De 
Fuca  and  De  Fonte  have  been  revived,  in  order  to  prove  the  exiftence  of  a 
nortbi-weft  paftage.  Thefe  have  been  fupported  b}-  the  recent  concurring 
opinions  of  modern  traders,  one  of  whom  is  faid  to  conceive,  that  an 
opening  ftill  further  to  the  north  is  that  which  De  Fuca  entered.  Under 
this  aflertion,  fhould  any  opening  further  to  the  northward  be  difcovered 
leading  to  a  n.w.  paftage,  the  merit  of  fuch  difcoverv  will  neceffarily 
be  afcribed  to  De  Fuca,  De  Fonte,  or  fome  other  favorite  voyager  of 
thefe  clofet  philofophers. 

The  preceding  evening  brought  us  to  an  anchor  under  New  Dtinge- 
nefs.  Our  May-day  was  ufhcred  in  by  a  morning  of  the  moft  delight- 
fully pleafant  weather,  afibrding  us,  from  the  broken  appearance  of  the 
coaft  before  us,  the  profpeft  of  foon  reaching  a  fafe  and  commodious 
harbour.  Indeed,  our  prefent  fituation  was  far  from  ineligible,  as  it 
promifed  to  admit  us  as  near  the  ftiorc  as  we  might  think  proper  to  take 
our  ftation,  Mr.  Whidbey  was  therefore  difpatchcd  in  the  cutter,  to 
found,  and  fearch  for  frelh  water. 

The 
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The  appearance  of  the  huts  we  now  faw,  indicated  the  refidence  of 
the  natives  in  them  to  be  of  a  temporary  nature  only  ;  as  we  could  per- 
ceive with  our  glaffes,  that  they  differed  very  materially  from  the  habi- 
tations of  any  of  the  American  Indians  we  had  before  fcen,  being  com- 
pofed  of  nothing  more  than  a  few  mats  thrown  over  crofs  flicks ;  where- 
as thofe  we  had  paffed  the  preceding  day,  in  two  or  three  fmall  vil- 
lages to  the  eaftward  of  Clanet,  were  built  exaftly  after  the  fafhion  of 
the  houfes  ereftcd  at  Nootka*.  The  inhabitants  feemed  to  view  us 
with  the  utmoft  indifference  and  unconcern  ;  they  continued  to  fifh  be- 
fore their  huts  as  regardlefs  of  our  being  prefent,  as  if  fuch  veffeis  had 
been  familiar  to  them,  and  unwqrthy  of  their  attention.  On  the  low 
land  of  New  Dungenefs  were  ere6led  perpendicularly,  and  feemingly 
with  much  regularity,  a  number  of  very  tall  ftrait  poles,  like  flag-ftaves 
or  beacons,  fupported  from  the  ground  by  fours.  Their  firft  appearance 
induced  an  opinion  of  their  being  intended  as  the  uprights  for  ftages  on 
v.'hich  they  might  dry  their  fiffi ;  but  this,  on  a  nearer  view,  feemed  impro- 
bable, as  their  height  and  diftance  from  each  other  would  have  required 
fpars  of  a  greater  fize  to  reach  from  one  to  the  other,  than  the  fub- 
ftance  of  the  poles  was  capable  of  fuftaining.  They  were,  undoubtedly, 
intended  to  anfwer  fome  particular  purpofe ;  but  whether  of  a  religious, 
civil,  or  military  nature,  muft  be  left  to  fome  future  inveftigation. 

Mr.  Whidbey  found  from  lo  to  3  fathoms  water  clofe  to  the  fhore. 
He  landed  at  the  upper  part  of  the  bay,  but  could  not  find  any  water ; 
nor  did  he  [cl  the  appearance  of  any  along  thi  (hore  near  the  hibita- 
tions  of  the  India 'iS,  who  remained,  as  before  defcribed,  or  fidiing  on 
the  water,  without  paying  any  more  attention  to  the  cutter,  than  if  fhe 
had  been  one  of  their  own  canoes. 

On  receiving  this  report,  the  Chatham's  cutter,  with  the  Difcovery's 
yawl  and  cutter,  were  ordered  to  be  armed  and  fupplied  with  a  day's 
provifion  ;  with  which  we  fat  off  to  examine  the  two  apparent  openings 
nearefl  lO  us.  We  found  the  furface  of  the  fea  almofl  covered  with 
aquatic  birds  of  various  kinds,  but  all  io  extremely  fliy  that  our  fportf- 
men  were  unable  to  reach  tlicm  with  their  guns,  although  they  made 
many  attempts.  The  (n(\.  opening  to  the  s.  e.  appeared  to  hr  formed 
Vol.  I.  G  g  '  by 
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hv  two  higli  bluffs;  the  elevated  land  within  them  fecniingly  at  a  eonfide- 
rabUMiiUiincc.  It  proved,  however,  to  be  a  clofe  and  conipatl  fhore,  the 
apjjarcnt  vacant  fpaec  being  occupied  by  a  very  low  Tandy  beach,  off 
which  extended  a  flat  of  vtr/  (liallow  foundings.  From  hence  we  made 
tlie  bed  of  our  way  for  hmd,  appearing  hke  an  iihmd,  off  the  other  fup- 
poled  opening;  from  whofe  lummit,  which  feemed  eafy  of  accefs,  there  wa.s 
httlc  doubt  of  our  afcertaining  whether  the  coad  afforded  any  port 
witliin  reach  of  the  day's  excurfion.  On  landing  on  the  weft  end  of  the 
fuppofed  illand,  and  afcending  its  eminence  which  was  nearly  a  perpen- 
dicular cliff,  our  attention  was  immediately  called  to  a  landfcape,  almoft 
as  enchantingly  beautiful  as  the  moft  elegantly  finiflied  pleafure  grounds 
in  Europe.  From  the  height  we  were  i.ow  upon,  our  conjeftures  of  this 
land  being  an  iOand  fituated  before  the  entrance  of  an  opening  in  the 
main  land  were  confirmed.  The  fummit  of  this  idand  prefented  nearly  a 
horizontal  furface,  interfpcrfed  with  fome  ineijualities  of  ground,  which 
produced  a  beautiful  varieiy  on  an  extcuitve  lawn  covered  with  luxu- 
riant grafs,  and  diverfihed  with  an  aburulance  of  flowers.  To  the  north- 
weft  ward  was  a  coppice  of  pine  trees  and  ftirubs  of  various  forts,  that 
feemed  as  if  it  had  been  planted  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  protecting  from 
the  N.w.  winds  this  delightful  meadow,  over  which  were  promifcuoufly 
fcaitered  a  few  clumps  of  trees,  that  would  have  puzzled  the  moft  inge- 
nious defigner  of  pleafure  grounds  to  have  arranged  more  agreeably. 
Whilft  we  ftopped  to  contemplate  thefe  feveral  beauties  of  nature,  in  a 
profpeft  no  lefs  pleafing  than  unexpe6led,  we  gathered  fome  goofeber- 
ries  and  rofes  in  a  ftate  of  confiderable  forwardnefs.  Cafting  our  eyes 
along  the  (hore  we  had  the  fatisfaftion  of  feeing  it  much  broken,  and 
forming  to  all  appearance  many  navigable  inlets.  The  inlet  now  before 
us  did  not  fcem  fo  extenfive,  as  we  had  reafon  to  believe  it  to  be  from 
the  fliips;  yet  there  was  little  doubt  of  its  proving  fufficiently  fecure 
and  convenie\"t  for  rdl  our  purpofes.  We  therefore  proceeded  to  its 
examination,  and  found  its  (nt ranee  to  be  about  a  league  wide,  hav- 
ing regular  good  foundings  from  10  fathoms  clofe  to  the  fhores,  to 
30,  ^^,  and  38  fathoms  in  the  middle,  without  any  apparent  danger 
from  rocks  or  fhoals.  Frefh  water,  however,  feemed  hitherto  a 
icarce  commodity,  and   yet,  from    the  general  face  of  the   country,  a 
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deficiency  in  this  refpeft  was  not  to  be  apprcliendcd.  The  fhorcs  ot  the 
harbour  were  of  a  moderate  height;  its  wellern  fide,  bounded  at  no  very 
great  dillance  by  a  ridge  of  high  craggy  mountains  covered  witli  fnow, 
\vere,  as  I  conceived,  connefled  with  tlie  mountain  we  took  for  mount 
Olympus.  In  quefl  of  the  only  great  objeft  necefiary  for  conftituting 
this  one  of  the  finell  harbours  in  the  world,  we  profecuted  our  re- 
fearches ;  until  almofl:  defpairing  of  fuccefs,  I  fuddenly  fell  in  with  an 
excellent  flream  of  very  fine  water.  The  defign  of  our  excurfion  was  thus 
happily  accompliilied;  and,  after  taking  fome  little  refrelhment,  we  re- 
turned towards  the  (hips,  and  arrived  on  board  about  midnight,  per- 
feftly  fatisfied  with  the  fuccefs  of  our  expedition,  and  amply  rewarded 
for  our  labour. 

During  my  abfence,  fome  of  the  natives  had  been  trading  with  the 
vcffels  in  a  very  civil  and  friendly  manner.  They  did  not  appear  to  un- 
derdand  the  Nootka  language;  as  thofe  of  our  people  who  had  fome 
knowledge  of  it  were  by  no  means  able  to  make  themfelves  underftood. 

A  light  pleafant  breeze  fpringing  up,  we  weighed  on  wednefday  morn- 
ing, and  (leered  for  the  port  we  had  difcovered  the  preceding  day, 
whofe  entrance  about  4  leagues  diflant  bore  s.  e.  by  e.  The  delightful 
ferenity  of  the  weather  greatly  aided  the  beautiful  fcenery  that  was  now 
prefcnlcd  ;  the  furface  of  the  fea  was  perfeftly  fmooth,  and  the  country 
before  us  exhibited  every  thing  that  bounteous  nature  could  be  expefted 
to  draw  into  one  point  of  view.  As  we  had  no  reafon  to  imagine  that 
this  country  had  ever  been  indebted  for  any  of  its  decorations  to  the 
hand  of  man,  I  could  not  poffibly  believe  that  any  uncultivated  coun- 
try had  ever  been  difcovered  exhibiting  fo  rich  a  pifture.  The  land 
whicli  interrupted  the  horizon  between  the  n.  w.  and  the  northern 
quarters,  feemed,  as  already  mentioned,  to  be  much  broken  ;  from 
whence  its  eallern  extent  round  to  the  s.  e.  was  bounded  by  a  ridge  of 
fnowy  mountains,  appearing  to  lie  nearly  in  a  north  and  (buth  direction, 
on  which  mount  Baker  rofe  confpicuoufiy  ;  remarkable  for  its  height, 
and  the  fnowy  mountains  that  llretcii  from  its  bafe  to  the  north  and 
fouth.  Between  us  and  this  Ihowy  range,  the  land,  which  on  the  fea  fhore 
terminated  like  that  we  had  lately  pafl'ed,  in  low  perpendicular  cliffs,  or  on 
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beaches  of  f;ind  or  Hone,  role  here  in  a  very  gentle  afcent,  and  was 
well  covered  with  a  variety  of  flately  forcfl  trees.  Thefe,  however,  did 
not  conceal  the  whole  face  of  the  country  in  one  uninterrupted  wilder- 
nefs,  but  pleafingly  clotiicd  its  eminences,  and  chequered  the  v;illie.s ; 
prelenting,  in  many  directions,  extenfive  fpaces  that  wore  tlie  appear- 
ance of  having  been  cleared  by  art,  like  the  beautiful  illand  we  had  vi- 
fited  the  day  before.  As  we  paffed  along  the  fhore  near  one  of  thefe 
charming  fpots,  the  tracks  of  deer,  or  of  fome  fuch  animal,  were  very  nu- 
merous, and  flattered  us  with  the  hope  of  not  wanting  refrefhments  of 
that  nature,  whilfl  we  remained  in  this  quarter. 

A  pifture  fo  pleafing  could  not  fail  to  call  to  our  remembrance 
certain  delightful  and  beloved  fuuations  in  old  England.  Thus  we  pro- 
ceeded, without  meeting  any  obllruftion  to  our  progrefs ;  which,  though 
not  rapid,  brought  us  before  noon  abreafl:  of  the  Itream,  that  difcharges 
its  water  from  the  weftern  fhore  nt^ar  5  miles  within  the  entrance  of 
the  harbour;  which  I  dillinguiflied  by  the  name  of  Port  Discovery, 
after  thefhip.  There  we  moored,  in  34  fathoms,  muddy  bottom,  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  fhore. 

The  entrance  of  this  harbour  is  formed  by  low  projefting  points,  ex- 
tending, on  each  fide,  from  the  high  woodland  cliffs  which  in  general 
bound  the  coaft ;  bearing  by  compafs  n.  48  w.  to  N.  54  w.,  in  a  line  with 
two  correfponding  points  from  the  ifland  already  defcribed,  lying  off 
this  harbour.  Had  this  infular  produftion  of  nature  been  defigned 
by  the  mofl  able  engineer,  it  could  not  have  been  placed  more  hap- 
pily for  the  prote6lion  of  the  port,  not  only  from  the  n.w.  winds 
to  the  violence  of  which  it  would  otherwife  be  greatly  expofed,  but 
againft  all  attempts  of  an  enemy,  when  properly  fortified;  and  hence  I 
called  it  Protection  Island. 

The  flream  of  water,  near  which  we  had  taken  a  very  convenient 
flation,  appeared  to  have  its  fource  at  fome  diflance  from  its  outfal, 
through  one  of  thofe  low  fpits  of  fand  already  mentioned,  which  confti- 
tute  moll  of  the  projcfting  points  we  had  feen  ever  iince  our  having 
entered  this  inlet.  Thcie  ufually  acquire  a  form  fomewhat  circular, 
though  irregular;  and,  in  general,  are  nearly  lleep  to,  extending  from 
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the  cliffy  woodland  country,  from  one  to  ftx  hundred  yards  towards  the 
water's  edge,  and  are  compofed  of  a  loofc  fandy  foil.  The  furface  of 
foMie  was  ahnod  intirely  occupied  by  a  higoon  of  fait  water,  or  brack- 
ifli  fwamp ;  others  were  perfetlly  dry ;  no  one  of  tlieni  produced  any 
trees  ;  but  were  moflly  covered  with  a  coarfe  fpiry  grafs,  interfperfed 
witii  (Irawberries,  two  or  three  fpecies  of  clover,  famphire,  and  a  great 
variety  of  other  fmall  plants  ;  fome  of  which  bore  very  l>eautiful  flowers. 
On  a  few  of  the  points  were  fome  Ihrubs  that  feemed  to  thrive  cxcef- 
fively  ;  fuch  as  roles,  a  fpecies  of  fweet  briar,  goofeberries,  rafpberries, 
currants,  and  feveral  other  fmaller  buflies,  which,  in  their  refpetr.ve 
feafons,  produce  mofl  probably  the  feveral  fruits  common  to  this  and 
the  oppofite  fule  of  America.  Thefe  all  appeared  to  grow  very  luxuri- 
antly ;  and,  from  the  quantity  of  blofToms  with  which  they  were  loaded, 
there  was  great  reafon  to  believe  them  very  produ61ive. 

We  had  little  trouble  in  clearing  a  fufficient  fpace  for  our  encamp- 
mcn*,  which  was  very  commodioufly  fituatcd  clofe  to  the  north  fide  of 
the  ftream  or  brook.  The  tents,  obfervatory,  chronometers  and  inllru- 
mcnts,  guarded  by  a  party  of  marines,  were  fent  on  fliore  after  dinner ; 
and,  whillt  they  were  properly  arranging,  I  made  a  ftiort  excurfion  up 
the  harbour.  It  extended  nearly  in  a  fouth  direftion,  about  four  miles 
from  the  (hip,  and  then  terminated  in  a  muddy  flat  acrofs  its  head, 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  fhore.  The  water,  which  was  7  fa- 
thoms deep  clofe  to  the  flat,  gradually  deepened  to  to,  20,  and  30  fa- 
thoms, good  holding  ground.  On  this  bank  were  found  fome  fmall  in- 
different oyfl;ers.  The  fhores  beyond  it  are  low  and  thickly  wooded, 
and  through  them  there  appeared  to  run  a  very  confiderable  ftream  of 
water,  with  feveral  fmaller  ones,  emptying  themfelves  into  the  harbour. 
The  back  country  had  the  appearance  of  a  fwampy  fen  for  a  confidera- 
ble diftance.  We  landed  not  far  from  the  largeft  rivulet,  where  we 
found  a  deferted  village  capable  of  containing  an  hundred  inhabitants. 
The  houfcs  were  built  after  the  Nootka  fafliion,  but  did  not  feem  to 
have  been  lately  the  refidence  of  the  Indians. 

The  habitations  had  now  fallen  into  decay  ;  their  infide,  as  well  as  a 
finall  furrounding  fpace  that  appeared  to  have  been  formerly  occupied, 
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were  over-run  with  weeds;  amongfl  whieh  M'ere  found  fcveral  human 
I'culls,  nnd  other  bones,  promifcuoully  feaitered  about. 
Thudday  3.  (Jn  thurfflay  morning  we  fat  ferioudy  to  wo  !-w  r,n  board,  and  on  fhorc 
where  the  fail-makers  were  repairing  and  ahering  the  fails;  coopers  in- 
fpcHing  the  cafks;  gunners  airing  the  powder;  and  parti(\s  cutting  wood, 
brewing  fpruce  beer,  and  filling  water :  whilft  thole  on  board  were  as 
bulily  employed,  in  necefTary  repairs  about  the  rigging;  getting  the  pro- 
vifions  to  hand  ;  clearing  the  main  and  after  lujlds  for  the  rei  eption  of 
Ihingle  ballall,  of  which  we  had  for  fome  time  flood  in  much  need  ; 
fome  of  our  carpenters  were  ih)pping  leaks  about  the  bows,  and  the  refl 
alfifled  in  caulking  the  Chatham's  fides.  Tlie  ferenity  of  the  climate 
and  feafon  was  extremely  favorable  to  the  execution  of  their  feveral  du- 
ties, as  alfotoour  aflronomical  inquiries.  The  part  of  the  coafl  that  we 
had  now  reached  being  nearly  deflitute  of  inhabitants,  few  circuinflances 
occurred  to  divert  our  attention,  or  interfere  with  the  purfuits  in  which 
we  were  all  engaged. 

So  little  leifure  or  refl  had  been  afforded  in  the  feveral  ports  we  had 
hitherto  vifited  fince  we  left  the  cape  of  Good  Hope,  that  it  was  not 
Sunday  6.      until  this  morning  that  our  people  could  be  indulged  with  a  lioliday,  for 
tlie  purpofe  of  taking  fome  recreation  and  exercife  on  fhore. 

A  few  of  the  natives  in  two  or  three  canoes  favored  us  with  their  com- 
pany, and  brought  with  them  fome  fifh  and  venifon  for  fale.  The  latter  was 
extremely  good,  and  very  acceptable,  as  we  had  not  obtained  any  ;  though 
on  our  liift  arrival  we  had  entertained  hopes  of  procuring  a  fupply, 
from  the  numerous  tracks  of  deer  which  appeared  frefli,  and  in  all  di- 
reftions. 

Thefe  people,  in  their  perfons,  canoes,  arms,  implements,  &c.  feemed 
torefeinble  chiefly  the  inhabitants  of  Nootka  ;  though  lefs  bedaubed  with 
paint,  and  lefs  filthy  in  their  external  appearance.  Tliey  wore  ornaments 
in  their  ears,  but  none  were  obferved  in  their  nofes  ;  foine  of  them  un- 
derftood  a  few  words  of  the  Nootka  language  ;  they  were  clothed  in  the 
fkinsofdcer,  bear,  and  fome  other  animals,  but  principally  in  a  wool- 
len garment  of  their  own  manufa6lure,  extremely  well  wrought.  Tliey 
did  not  appear  to  poffefs  any  furs.     Their  bows  and  implements  they 
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freely  bartered  for  knives,  trinkets,  eopper,  &.c.  ;    and,  wliat  was  very        ''''>*• 
extraordinary,  ihey  oITi-red  for  fiile  two  cliikiren,  each  about  11  \  or  fcven   '—  -,—  ■ 
years  of  aor,  and,  beinj;'  (hewn  fome  eopper,  were  very  anxious  that  the 
bargain  fhould  be  cloled.      'Iliis,    Iiowexcr,    I  peremptorily  prohibited, 
expiclling,  as  well  as  I  was  able,  our  great  abhorrence  of  fueh  tralhc. 

As  our  feveral  employnients,  on  l)oar(l  and  on  fliore,  would  flill  re- 
quire fonie  time  before  they  eould  be  fully  completed;  and  '  I  was 
defirous  of  obtaining  fome  further  knowledge  of  tiiis  inlet,  in  n  ier  that, 
when  the  veffels  {hould  be  nady,  we  might  extend  our  refe-irrhes  v/iiiiout 
fear  of  iiiterrupiK  I  direfled  tlie  Difcovery's  yawl  and  launch,  with 
the  Chatham's  cii  jiroperly  armed,  and  fupj)lied  with  ftoies  for  five 

days,  to  be  in  rcadinefs  early  the  next  morning.  I  connnittcd  to  Mr. 
Broughton  the  charge  of  the  (hips,  and  to  Mr.  Whidbey  that  of  the  ob- 
fcrvatory  and  encampment,  with  dire^iions  to  make  a  furvey  of  the 
j)ort,  and  fuch  further  neceflary  obfervations  as  circundlances  would 
admit  during  my  abfence. 

Mr.  Menzics,  with  two  of  the  young  gciulcmen,  accompanied  me  in  the 
vawl,  Mr.  Pugct  comtnandcd  the  launch,  and  Mr,  John(b)ne  the  Chat- 
ham's cutter.  With  this  arrangement,  about  five  o'clock  on  monday  Monday; 
morning  we  took  our  departure  for  the  purpofe  of  becoming  more  inti- 
matel)-  acquainted  with  the  region  in  which  we  had  fo  very  unexpe6led- 
ly  arrived.  The  day  did  not  promife  to  be  very  aufpicious  to  the  com- 
mencement of  our  examination.  That  uninterrupted  ferenity  of  weather 
that  we  had  experienced  the  hdl  fe\en  days,  feemed  now  to  be  materi- 
ally changed;  the  wind  which,  in  the  day-time,  had  conflantly  blown 
from  the  n.w.  with  light  fouthwardly  airs,  or  calms,  from  fun-fet  until 
eight  or  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  had  now  blown,  fiuce  the  preced- 
ing evening,  a  moderate  gale  from  the  s.£. ;  and,  before  we  had  pro- 
ceeded a  mile  from  the  (hip,  brought  with  it  a  very  thick  fog,  through 
wliich  we  fleered  keeping  the  flarboard,  or  continental  fhore,  on  board, 
trulling  that  towards  noon  the  fog  would  difperfe  itfelf  and  clear  away. 

On  our  arrival  in  port  Difcover)',  we  paffed  to  the  s.w.  of  Protec- 
tion ifland;  another  channel,  equally  as  fafe  and  convenient,  we  now- 
found  to  the  s.E.  of  it.     Having  rowed  againll  a  flrong  tide  along  the 
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A   VOYAGE    OF   DISCOVERY 

(hore  about  2  or  3  leagues  to  the  n.e.  from  the  entrance  of  port  Difco- 
very,  we  rounded  a  low  projefling  point,  and  thougii  the  fog  prevented 
our  feeing  about  us,  yet  there  was  no  doubt  of  our  having  entcird  fome 
other  harbour  or  arm  in  the  inlet  that  took  a  fouthwardly  direction.  Here 
I  propofcd  to  wait  until  the  weather  fhould  be  more  favorable,  and  in 
the  mean  time  to  haul  the  feine ;  which  was  done,  along  the  beach  to 
the  fouthward,  with  little  fuccefs. 

Profecuting  our  labours  as  fifhernicn  along  the  beach,  we  were  led 
near  a  point  fimilar  to  that  we  had  palled,  and  didant  from  it  about  two 
miles  ;  here  the  fog  intirelv  difperfing  afforded  an  opportunity  of  afcer- 
taining  its  latitude  to  be  48"  7' 30",  its  longitude  237°  ^i''^.     A  very  fpa- 
cious  inlet  now  prefented  itfelf,  whofe  n.e.  point,  in  a  line  with  its  s.w., 
being  the  point  from  which  we  had  laft  departed,  bore  by  compafs  n. 
25  w.  and  feemed  about  a  league  afunder  :  mount  Baker  bore  n.  26  e.  ; 
a  deep  bluff  point  oppofite  to  us,  appearing  to  form  the  weft  point  of 
another  arm  of  this   inlet,  s.87  e.  about  4  miles  diftant ;    the  neareft 
eaftern  (hore  s.  50  e.  about  2  miles  ;  and  a  very  remarkable  high  round 
mountain,  covered  with  fnow,  apparently  at  the  fouthcrn  extremity  of 
the  diftant  range  of  fnowy  mountains  before  noticed,    bore  s.  45  e.  : 
the  fliores  of  this  inlet,  like  thofe  in  port  Difcovery,  flioot  out  into  feve- 
ral  low,  fandy,  projefting  points,  the  fbuthernmofl  of  which  bore  s.  9  e. 
diflant  about  2  leagues,  where  this  branch  of  the  inlet  feemed  to  termi- 
nate, or  take  fome  other  direftion.     H-^re  we  dined,  and  having  taken 
the  necelTary  angles,  I   direfted  Mr.  Puget  to  found   the    mid-channel, 
and  Mr.  Johnflone  to  examine  the   larboard  or  eaRern  Ihore,  whiUl  I 
continued  my  refearches  on  the  continental  fliore,  appointing  the  fouth- 
ernmofl    low  point  for  our  next  rendezvous.      As  we   advanced,  the 
country    feemed    gradually  to  improve  in  beauty.      The  cleared  fpots 
were  more  numerous  and  of  larger  extent ;  and  the  remote   K^dv  moun- 
tains covered  with  fnow,  reflected  greater  lufhc  ou  the  fertile  produc- 
tions of  the  lefs  elevated  country'.     On  arriving  near  our  place  of  ren- 
dezvous an  opening  was  feen,  which  gave  to  the  whole  of  the  caflern  fhore 
under  the  examination  of  Mr.  Johnftone,  the  appearance  of  being  an 
ifland.     For  this  we  fleered,  but  found  it  clofed  by  a  low  fandy  neck  of 
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Jand,  about  two  hundred  yards  in  width,  whofe  oppofite  fliore  was  wafhed 
by  an  extenfive  fait  lake,  or  more  probably  by  an  arm  of  the  fea  flretching 
to  the  s.  E.  and  directing  its  main  branch  towards  the  high  round  fnowy 
mountain  we  liad  difcovered  at  noon  :  but  where  its  entrance  was  fitu- 
ated  we  could  not  determine,  tiiougli  conjecture  led  to  fuppofc  it  would 
be  found  round  the  bluff  point  of  land  we  had  obferved  from  our 
dinner  flation. 

In     the    weftern    corner    of  this    ifthmus  was   fituated    a   deferied 
Iiuhan   village,    much  in    the  fame    flate  of  decay  as    that  which  we 
had  examined  at  the  head  of   port  Difcovery.       No  figns  of  any  in- 
habitants  were  difcernible ;     nor  did    we   vifit   it,    it  being   expedient 
we    {hould    haden    to  our    appointed    flation    as   night  was    fail    ap- 
proaching, during  which  Mr.  Johnflone  did  not  join  us  ;  this  led  us  to 
fuppofe  he  had  found  fome  entrance  into  the  above  lake  or  inlet  that  had 
cfcaj)ed  my  notice  ;  and  which  afterwards  proved  to  have  been  the  caufe  of 
his  abfence.     Having  determined  the  extent  of  this  inlet,  whofe  foutli 
extremity  is  fituated  in  latitude  47°  59',  longitude  237°3i';  at  day-break, 
the  next  morning,  we  embarked  in  purfuit  of  the  entrance  into  the  lake 
or  inlet  that  we  had  difcovered  the  preceding  evening.      About  this  time, 
we  heard  and  anfwered  the  report  of  a  fwivel  gun.     A  very  flrong  run 
of  water  was  now  obferved,  but  being  brackifh  we  were  under  the  ne- 
cellity  of  carrying  our  kegs  near  a  mile  into  the  country  to  rcplenilli 
them,  not  having  found  any  frefh  water  fince  we  left  the  (liips.    Whilfl 
we  were   thus  engaged,    Mr.  Johnflone  came    up.     He  had  found  a 
narrow  channel   into  the  inlet  which  had  flattered  him  with  returning 
by  the  iflhmus  that  had  oppofed  our  progrefs ;  but  to  his  great  mortifi- 
cation he  found  it  clofed,  and  was  obliged  to  keep  rowing  the  greater 
part  of  the  night,  in  order  that  he  might  join  us  by  the  fame   pafl'age 
lie  had  entered,  which  he  had  now  jufl  effcded.     Its  fouthern  entrance 
was  found  to  be  navigable  for  fVnall  boats  only,  from  half  flood  to  half  ebb, 
and  was  dry  at  low  water ;  but  as  its  northern  part  formed  a  fnug  little 
port,  and,  with  its  tide,  feemed  likely  to  be  made  ufeful  in  careenino- ; 
Mr.  Johnflone  was  induced  to  profecuie  its  examination.     'J'lie  furvey  of 
this  inlet,  which  had  occupied  our  time  fuicc  the  preceding  dav  at  noon, 
Vol.  I.  H  h  havinir 


233 


1792, 

M.iv. 


I .. 


> 


ij 


'I 


i 


234 


I 


May. 


A    \'OYAGE    OF    DISCOVERY 

having  been  finally  accomplifhed  by  the  joining  of  tlie  boats,  it  pro- 
ved to  be  a  very  fafe  and  more  capacious  harbour  than  port  Dilco- 
very ;  and  rendered  more  pleafant  by  the  high  land  being  at  a  greater 
dillance  from  the  water-fidc.  Its  foundings  alfo  give  it  a  further  ad- 
vantage, being  very  regular  from  fide  to  fide,  from  10  to  20  fathoms 
depth  of  water,  good  holding  ground  :  but,  with  refpeft  to  frcfii  water, 
fo  far  as  we  could  determine  by  our  tranfitory  vifit,  it  was  very  deficient, 
as  has  been  already  oblerved.  To  this  port  I  gave  the  name  of  Po  r  t 
TowNSHKNn,  in  honor  of  the  noble  Marquis  of  that  name. 

Mr.  Johndone,  who  had  a  much  better  opportunity  than  I  had  of  feeing 
the  above  lake  or  inlet,  reprefented  it  as  appearing  very  extenfive  and  di- 
vided into  two  or  three  branches  ;  but  he  had  not  been  able  to  determine 
its  communication  either  with  the  ocean  or  the  main  inlet,  although  he 
l)ad  great  reafon  to  believe  it  did  communicate  b}  tlie  way  of  the  bluff 
point  already  mentioned;  which  about  noon  was  confirmed.  In  our  way 
thither,  wq  found  on  one  of  the  low  points  projefting  from  the  eaflern 
fhore,  two  upright  poles  fet  in  the  ground,  about  fifteen  feet  high,  and 
rudely  carved.  On  the  top  of  each  was  ftuck  a  human  head,  recently 
placed  there.  The  hair  and  flefh  were  nearly  perfeft  ;  and  the  heads 
appeared  to  carry  the  evidence  of  fury  or  revenge,  as,  in  driving  the 
(takes  through  the  throat  to  the  cranium,  the  fagittal,  with  part  of  the 
fcalp,  was  borne  on  their  points  fome  inches  above  the  reft  of  the  fkull. 
Between  the  ftakes  a  fire  had  been  made,  and  near  it  fome  calcined  bones 
were  obferved,  but  none  of  thefe  appearances  enabled  us  to  fatisfy  our- 
felves,  concerning  the  manner  in  which  the  bodies  had  been  difpofed  of. 

The  fituation  of  this  point  is  a  little  to  the  fouthward  of  the  nar- 
row paffagc  Mr.  Johnftone  had  gone  through;  the  north  extremity 
of  which  is  formed  by  a  very  long  fimdy  fpit,  where  feventeen  of  the 
long  fiipportcd  poles  were  feen  like  thofe  before  defcribed  on  New 
Dungencfs.  Thefe  poles  had  frequently  prefented  themfelves,  though 
in  lefs  numbers  than  on  the  prefent  occafion ;  but  though  thefe  af- 
forded us  an  opportunity  of  examining  them,  they  did  not  contribute 
the  leaft  inffrudion  concerning  the  purpofe  for  which  they  were 
intended.  They  were  uniformly  placed  in  the  center  of  the  low 
fandy  fpit,    at  the  diflancc  of    about  eighty  yards  from  each  other  ; 
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and  it  fliould  fcrm,  thiit  ilicy  were  required  to  be  of  certain  definite 
heights,  although  not  ail  equally  h'gh.  They  were,  in  general,  about 
fix  inches  in  diaineier  at  the  bottom,  and  perfectly  llrait  :  and,  when 
too  fliort,  a  piece  was  added,  which  was  very  neatly  fcarled  on:  the 
top  of  each  terminating  in  two  points  like  a  crefcent.  or  rather  like 
the  flrait  Ipreading  horns  of  an  ox.  'I'he  tailed  of  thefe  poles  I  {hould 
fuppofe  to  be  about  one  hundred  feet,  the  fhortefl  not  fo  high  by  ten  or 
fifteen  feet.  Between  (everal  of  them  large  holes  were  dug  in  tiie  ground, 
in  which  were  many  (lones  that  had  been  burnt,  which  gave  thele  holes 
the  refemblance  of  the  cooking  places  in  the  South-Sea  iflands.  There 
was,  however,  no  appearance  of  any  recent  operations  of  that  kind. 

In  moft  of  my  cxcurfions  I  met  with  an  indurated  clay,  much  re- 
fembling  fnllcr's-earth.  The  high  deep  cliff,  forming  the  point  of  land 
we  were  now  upon,  feemed  to  be  principally  compofed  of  this  matter; 
which,  on  a  more  clofe  examination,  appeared  to  be  a  rich  fpecies  of  the 
marrow  Ilone,  from  whence  it  obtained  the  name  of  Marrovv-Stoni: 
Point.  Eafl  of  this  cliff,  the  fhore  is  extended  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  by  one  of  thofe  fandy  projefting  points  we  had  fo  frequently  met 
with.  Here  we  dined,  and  had  an  excellent  view  of  this  inlet,  which 
appeared  to  be  of  no  inconfiderable  extent.  The  eaflern  fliore  ftretch- 
ed  by  compafs  from  N.  41  w.  to  s.51  e.  ;  the  fouth  extremity  of 
the  weRern  fhore,  bore  s.  26  k.  ;  and,  between  thefe  latter  bearings, 
tlie  horizon  was  occupied  by  iflands,  or  land  appearing  much 
broken.  The  weather  was  ferene  and  pleafant,  and  the  country  conti- 
nued to  exhibit,  between  us  and  the  eaflern  fnowv  range,  the  fame  lux- 
uriant appearance.  At  its  northern  extremity,  mount  Baker  bore  by 
compafs  N.  22  E. ;  the  round  fnowy  mountain,  now  forming  its  f<)uthern 
extremity,  and  which,  after  my  friend  Rear  Admiral  Rainier,  I  diftinguifh- 
ed  by  the  name  of  Mount  Rainier,  bore  n.  42  e.  Having  finifhed  all 
our  bufinefs  at  this  flation,  the  boats  received  the  fame  direftions  as  before ; 
and  having  appointed  the  weflern  part  of  fome  land  appearing  like  a  long 
ifland,  and  bearing  s.  e.  by  s.  4  leagues  diflant,  for  our  evening's  rendez- 
vous, we  left  Marrow-Stone  point  with  a  pleaflint  gale,  and  every  profpeft 
of  accomplifhing  our  feveral  taflis.     The  favorable  breeze  availed  us  but 
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littli' ;  for  wo  li;ul  nol  a<l\  luccd  a  lcaj;iu'  bcloic  wi-  loiiiul  the  influence 
oi  io  Ilion^  an  ebb  tide  that,  with  all  the  exertions  of  our  oars  in  ad- 
(iitii)M  to  oiu  lails.  we  eoidd  feareely  make  any  progrel's  along  the  eoad. 
'Jowaids  lun-lit.  both  ilic  wind  and  the  weathir  materially  changed  : 
the  k-rmer  iniame  ligjii  and  varial)lc-.  Irom  the  louihern  quarter,  and 
broiiglit  \vith  it  ineellant  torrents  of  rain.  We,  perlexered  however,  in 
our  entlcavours  to  gain  our  dellined  point,  but  without  fuecefs,  until  al)out 
eleven  at  night:  when,  having  collt-^ed  the  boats  b)  fignal,  we  bore  up 
ior  the  wellern,  which  was  nearell  the  ihore,  and  landed  about  one  in 
the  morning,  c(:inj)letelv  drenclu-d.  Willi  (ome  dillieulty  we  got  a  (ire, 
and  found  a  tolerable  place  ior  our  tents.  Tiiis,  though  uncomfortable, 
protected  us  in  fome  degree  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  which 
detained  us  all  the  next  day.  On  wcdnefilay  morning,  we  found  our- 
felves  near  thef()uth  extremity  of  the  narrow  (lioal  pall.ige  through  which 
Mr.  Johndone  had  palled  from  port  Townlhend,  in  a  very  fine  cove,  af- 
fording good  anchorage  from  lo  to  12.3  fathoms,  excellent  holding  ground, 
and  fulHciently  capacious  to  acconnnodate  many  veflels.  We  traverled 
its  northern  ihores,  but  could  not  find  any  water,  except  fuch  as  drip- 
ped in  fmall  quantities  from  the  rocks.  Wliilll;  detained  by  this  unfa- 
vorable weather,  Ibme  of  the  young  gentlemen  in  their  excurfions  found 
fevcral  oak  trees,  of  which  they  produced  Ipecimens  ;  but  flated  that 
they  had  not  leen  any  exceeding  three  or  four  feet  in  circumference. 
In  confequence  of  this  valuable  difcovcry,  the  place  obtained  the  name 
of  Oak  Cove. 

The  weather  in   fome  meafurc  clearing  up  foon  after  day-break  on 
'o-   thuvfday,  we  again  embarked,  and  continued  on   the  fame  wedern,  or 
contincmal   fhore,  making  a  very  (low  progrefs,  owing  io  a  flrong  ebb 
tide,  and  u  frefh  s.u.  wind,  againft  us. 

We  had  not  been  long  out  of  Oak  Cove,  when  we  deferied 
fome  Indians  paddling  (lowly  under  the  lee  of  a  rocky  point,  with  an 
apparent  intention  of  waiting  our  approach.  In  this  they  were  foou 
gratified,  and  on  our  arrival,  they  chd  not  feem  to  exprefs  the  lead  doubt 
of  our  friendly  difpofition  towards  them.  They  courteoufly  offered  fuch 
things  as  they  pofTeffed,  and  cordially  accepted  fome  medals,  beads,  kni\es, 

and 
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ami  otlicr  trinkets,  wliiili  I  prcfriitcd  to  thcin,  and  with  wliicli  they 
appeared  to  l)e  highly  pleafed.  We  were  now  employed  in  taking  fnch 
ncceHary  angles  as  the  weather  j)erniitled  us  to  obtain,  and  in  aeqiiiring 
foute  I'urlher  infornKitioii  of  this  inlet.  It  appeared  t()  he  divided  into 
two  hranehes  ;  the  mofl  extenTne  one  took  its  direction  to  the  foulh- 
eulhvard  of  land  appearing  like  along,  low  ilhind  ;  theothcr,  aj)parent- 
ly  nnich  lefs,  llretelied  to  the  louth-wellward  of  the  fame  land  ;  the 
(hores  of  whieh  terminating  in  a  high  perpendicular  blufl'  point,  was, 
in  eon(e(|ucnee  ol"  the  ehangi'  we  experienced  in  its  rieighbouriiood, 
ca  I  led  1"'  o  u  L  w  i.  a  r  ii  i:  r  B  i.  u  v  v  . 

As  my  intentions  were  not  to  depart  from  the  continental  boundary,  the 
wellern  arm  was  the  fud  ohjcM  of  our  examination;  and  we  di retted 
our  eoinli' towards  a  high  lump  of  land  that  had  the  appearance  of  an 
ifland.  entertaining  little  doubt  of  finding  a  way  into  the  fouth  eadern, 
or  main  arm,  (outh  oi"  the  fnpj)olL-d  long  low '(land.  Off  this  ])oint  lie 
fonie  roeks  abo\e  water,  with  others  vilible  only  at  low  tide,  extending 
at  the  dillance  of  three  fourths  of  a  mile,  and  nearly  a  mile  along  the 
fliore.  The  country  thereabouts  prcfented  a  very  different  afpett  from  that 
whieh  we  had  been  accullometl  to  fee.  Inffead  of  the  fandy  cliffs  that 
form  the  fliores  within  the  firaits,  thefe  were  compofed  of  folid  rocks. 
On  them  the  herbage  and  Ihrubs  feemed  to  flourifli  with  lefs  luxuriance, 
though  the  trees  aj)peared  to  form  a  much  greater  variety.  Having 
landed  about  nine  o'clock  to  breakfaff,  and  to  take  the  advantage  of  the 
fun  and  wind  to  dry  fome  of  ou'  jothes,  our  friends  the  Indians,  feven- 
teen  in  number,  landed  alfo  from  Ux  canoes  about  half  a  mile  a-head  of 
us,  and  then  walked  towards  our  party,  attended  by  a  fingle  canoe  along 
the  fhore  ;  they  having  hauled  up  all  the  others.  They  now  approached 
us  with  the  utmofl  confidence,  without  being  armed,  and  behaved  in  the 
mofl  refpeftful  and  orderly  manner.  On  a  line  being  drawn  with  a 
flick  on  the  fand  between  the  two  parties,  they  immediately  fat  down, 
and  no  one  attempted  to  pafs  it,  without  previoufly  making  figns,  re- 
quefling  permilfion  for  fo  doing. 

In  tlieir  perfons,  drefs,  canoes,  Sec.  they  much  refembled  the  Indians 
of  port  Difcovery ;  they  had  not    the  mofl  diftant  knowledge  of  the 
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Nootkii  language,  and  it  was  with  Ibine  diiruulry  th.u  any  of  their  nu- 
merals were  acquired.  They  had  not  any  thing  to  difpofe  of  excepting 
their  bows,  arrows,  and  fome  few  of  their  woollen  and  (kin  garments; 
amongfl  the  latter  appeared  to  he  tlie  ikin  ol  a  yoinig  lionifs.  Tliefc 
they  exchanged  for  trinkets,  and  other  things  of  httle  value,  and  in  the 
traffic  condutied  themfclves  in  a  very  fair  and  honell  manner. 

After  we  had  embarked  they  examined  the  place  where  we  had  been 
fitting,  and  then  paddled  towards  their  village,  which  was  fituated  in  a 
very  pleafant  cove  a  little  to  the  s.w.  and  built  with  wood,  after  the 
fafhion  of  the  defertcd  ones  we  had  before  feen.  The  wind  blowing  llrong 
from  the  fouthward  i'o  much  retarded  our  progrefs  that  at  noon  we  liad 
only  reached  the  n.vv.  point  of  tlie  arm  we  iiad  been  (leering  ("or,  and 
which  was  not  more  tlian  five  miles  from  our  (lation  in  Oak  cove,  in 
a  dirc6lion  s.  14  E. ;  its  obferved  latitude  was  47°  53',  longitude  237"  36', 
Foulweathcr  blu(r  forming  the  oppofite  point  of  entrance  into  the  arm, 
bore  eafl  about  half  a  league  didant.  The  flrength  of  the  ebb  tide 
obliged  us  to' (lop  near  two  hours,  and  from  its  rapidity  we  were  in- 
duced to  believe,  as  we  had  before  fufpetled,  that  either  the  eadern 
Ihore  was  an  ifland,  or  that  the  tide  had  extenfive  inland  communication. 

On  the  flood  returning  we  refumed  our  route,  and  found  our  fuppofcd 
high  round  ifland  conne6led  with  the  main  by  a  low  (andy  neck  of  land, 
nearly  occupied  by  a  falt-water  Iwainp.  Into  the  ba^',  formed  between 
this  point  and  that  we  had  departed  from,  defcended  a  few  fmall  (Ireams 
of  frefli  water;  with  which,  (bfar  as  we  were  enabled  to  judge,  the  coun- 
try did  not  abound.  This  opinion  was  fantlioned  by  the  Indians  who 
vifited  us  this  morning,  bringing  with  them  fmall  (quare  boxes  filled 
with  frefh  water,  which  we  could  not  tempt  them  to  difpofe  of.  Hence 
this  braiich  of  the  inlet  takes  a  direction  about  s.w.-i-s.  near  13  miles, 
and  is  in  general  about  half  a  league  wide.  Its  fliores  exhibited  I  y  no 
means  the  luxuriant  appearance  we  had  left  behind,  being  nearly  defU- 
tute  of  the  open  verdant  fpots,  and  alternately  compofcd  of  fandy  or 
rocky  cliffs  falling  abruptly  into  the  fea,  or  terminating  on  a  beach ; 
wliilft  in  fome  places  the  even  land  extended  from  the  water  fide, 
with  httle   or    no  elevation.      The    low   projecting   points   caufe   tlie 
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conR  to  be  fomcwhat  indented  with  finidl  l);ivs,  where,  near  the  (liore, 
we  had  foundings  from  5  to  12  fathoms:  but  in  the  middle  of  the  canal, 
though  not  more  than  <>  miles  in  width,  no  bottom  could  be  reached 
with  1  10  fathonjs  of  line. 

We  had  not  advanced  more  than  r>  or  3  ntiles  before  we  lofl  tlie  ad- 
vantage of  the  flood  tide,  and  met  a  flream  that  ran  conlLmtly  down. 
This,  with  a  very  frefh  s.w.  wind  fo  retarded  our  progrefs,  that  it  was 
not  until  Iriday  noon  that  we  reached  the  extent  above  mentioned,  which  liiday  u. 
we  found  to  be  fituated  due  fouth  of  our  obfervatory  in  port  Dilcovery, 
in  the  latitude  of /jy' 3fy.  From  this  Ihition,  which  I  called  Hazel 
Point  in  confequence  of  its  producing  manvofihofe  trees,  the  canal 
divides  into  two  branches,  one  taking  a  direftion  nearly  due  north,  the 
other  s.w.  \\'e  Hill  continued  on  the  right  hand,  or  continental  (liore, 
and  found  the  northern  arm  terminate  at  the  dillance  of  about  feven 
miles  in  a  fpacious  bafon,  where  bottom  could  not  be  found  with  70  fa- 
thoms of  line.  As  we  returned  to  take  up  our  abcwlc  for  the  night  at 
the  s.w.  point  of  this  arm,  we  obferved  fomc  fmoke  on  Oiore,  and  faw 
a  canoe  hauled  up  into  a  fmall  creek  ;  but  none  of  the  inhabitants  could 
be  difco\cre(l,  nor  did  we  hear  or  fee  any  thing  of  them  during  the 
night. 

"^I^he  next  morning  at  four  o'clock  we  again  embarked.  Having  been  Saturday  k 
lupplied  for  five  days  only,  our  provifions  were  greatly  e.xhaufted,  and  the 
commencement  of  this,  which  was  the  fixth,  threatened  us  with  (hort  al- 
lowance. Our  fportfnien  had  been  unable  to  ftfllfl  our  flock  ;  and  the 
profpc6l  of  obtaining  any  fupplies  from  the  natives  was  equally  uncertain. 
The  region  we  had  lately  pafTed  feemed  nearly  deftitute  of  human  beings. 
The  brute  creation  alfo  had  defertcd  the  fliores;  the  tracks  of  deer  were 
no  longer  to  be  feen  ;  nor  was  there  an  aquatic  bird  on  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  the  canal ;  animated  nature  feemed  nearly  exhaufted ;  and  her 
awful  filence  was  only  now  and  then  interrupted  by  the  croaking  of  a 
raven,  the  breathing  of  a  feal,  or  the  fcream  of  an  eagle.  Even  thefe 
folitary  founds  were  fo  feldom  heard,  thru  the  rufl:ling  of  the  breeze  along 
the  Ihore,  i^iTified  by  the  folemn  flillniis  that  prevailed,  gave  rife  to  ri- 
diculous fulpicions   in   our   feamen  of  hearing   rattlefnakes,  and  other 
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hifl«^oii<;  monRcrs,  in  ilir  wildcnuTs,  which  was  compofcd  of  the  pro(hic- 
tions  .nlrciulv  nuiitir)ncfl,  hut  whirh  appciircd  to  grow  with  infinitely  li'ls 
\  igoui  than  we  had  htrn  acciillonicd  to  witncls. 

To  the  wellward  and  n.w.  lay  thai  range  of  I'nowy  monntains,  no- 
ticed the  morning  we  fpoke  with  the  Columbia.  I'liiTe  gradually  de- 
fcended  in  a  Ibuthern  diretlion,  whilil  the  linnmit  of  the  eallcrn  rang<' 
now  and  then  appearing,  feemed  to  give  hounds  to  this  low  country  on 
that  fide.  Between  the  s.e.  and  s.w.  a  country  of  a  \ery  moderate 
height  feemed  to  extend  as  far  as  the  eve  could  reacli ;  and.  from  its 
eminences  and  vallies,  there  was  reafon  to  belii've  that  this  inlet  continued 
to  meander  a  ver\'  coniiderable  didance,  which  made  me  much  regri'i  that 
we  were  not  provided  i'or  a  longer  excurfion.  Vet,  having  proceeded 
thus  far,  I  refolved  to  continue  our  refearches,  though  at  the  ex|)ence 
of  a  little  hunger,  until  the  inlet  Ihould  either  terminate,  or  fo  cxten- 
fively  open,  as  to  render  it  expedient  that  the  veliels  Ihoidd  be  brought 
up;  which  would  be  a  very  tedious  and  difagreeablc  operation,  in  eon- 
fequejiec  of  the  narrownefs  of  the  channel,  and  the  great  depth  of  the 
water.  Soundings  in  fome  places  only  could  be  gained  clofe  to  the 
fhore ;  and  in  the  middle  no  bottom  had  any  where  been  found  with 
100  fathoms  of  line,  although  the  fliores  were  in  general  low,  and  not 
half  a  league  afunder. 

Having  very  pleafant  weather,  and  a  gentle  favorable  bretze,  we  pro- 
ceeded, and  paded  feveral  runs  of  frefli  watei-.  Near  one  of  the  larged 
wc  oblerved  our  latitude  at  noon  to  be  ,17"  27' ;  and  once  again  had  the 
pleafure  of  approaching  an  inhabited  country,  A  canoe,  in  which 
there  were  three  men,  went  alongfide  the  launch,  and  bartered  a  few 
trifles  for  beads,  iron,  and  copper,  but  declined  every  invitation  to  come 
on  fhore.  From  Mr.  Puget  I  learned,  that  they  appeared  to  be  very 
honefl  in  their  dealings,  and  had  ufed  their  utmofl  endeavours  to  pre- 
vail on  the  party  in  the  laimch  to  attend  them  home,  ^\•lH(•h  he  under- 
ftood  to  be  at  the  diflancc  of"  about  a  league,  and  for  which  they  feemed 
to  make  the  befl  of  their  way,  probably  to  acquaint  their  friends  with 
the  approach  of  flrangers.  Sooil  after  we  ha<l  dined  a  fmokc  was  ob- 
ferved,  near  the  l"u])pofed  place  of  their  refidcnce;  made,  as  we  concluded, 
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for  the  purp'^fi' of  (lirc/iiiig  us  to  ilicir  habitations,  for  which  wc  iinrnr.       J^7 
diatciv  fat  olf,  a|>nrahly  to  their  very  civil  invitation.  *— ^ 


An  icha  (lining  this  excurlion  had  occum-d  to  lis,  that  part  of  ihe 
brute  creation  ha\f  an  avcrlion  to  the  abfcucc  of  the  liuman  race; 
tills  opinion  Iccnu'd  now  in  fonu'  meafure  conlirnied,  by  the  appearance 
for  tin-  full  tinu'  during  the  lad  three  days,  of  liveral  fpeeie,,  of  ducks, 
and  other  aquatic  birds.  I  do  not  however  mean,  abloluiel)  lo  inl<i', 
that  it  is  the  alfetlion  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  creation  10  man,  that 
draws  them  to  the  fame  fpots  which  human  beings  prefer,  fince  ii  i; 
highly  probable  that  fuch  places  as  afford  the  moll  eligible  relidencc  in 
j)oint  of  fuflenance  to  the  human  race,  in  an  unci\  ilized  (late,  may  be 
by  the  brute  creation  rcforted  to  for  the  fame  purpofc-. 

The  habitations  of  our  new  friends  appeared  to  be  fituated  nearly  at 
the  extremity  of  this  inlet,  or  where  it  appeared  to  take  a  very  fharp  turn 
to  the  s.  K.  flill  favoring  our  hopes  of  returning  by  the  great  eaflern  arm. 
Thefc  however  vanidied  on  landing,  as  we  found  its  s.  vv.  dircftion  ter- 
minate in  land,  apparently  low  and  fwampy,  with  a  flioal  extending  fome 
diftance  from  its  fliores,  forming  a  narrow  palfage  to  the  fouih-eailward 
into  a  cove  or  bafon,  which  feemed  its  termination  alfo  in  that  direction. 

Here  we  found  the  finefl  flrcam  of  frefh  water  we  had  yet  feen ;  from 
the  fize,  clearnefs,  and  rapidity  of  which,  little  doubt  could  be  enter- 
tained of  its  having  its  fourcc  in  perpetual  fprings.  Near  it  were  two 
rniferable  huts  with  mats  thrown  carclefsly  over  them,  prote6Hng  their 
tenants  neither  from  the  heat  nor  fcverity  of  the  weather ;  thefe  huts 
feemed  calculated  to  contain  only  tiie  five  or  fix  men  then  piefent,  though 
previoufly  to  our  quitting  the  boats  we  fuppofed  a  greater  nmnbcr  of  per- 
fons  had  been  feen  ;  thofe  were  probably  their  women,  who  on  our  ap- 
proach had  retired  to  the  woods. 

Thefe  good  people  conduced  thcmfelves  in  the  mod  friendly  manner. 
They  had  little  10  difpofe  of,  yet  they  bartered  away  their  bows  and  arrows 
without  the  lead  hefiiation,  together  with  fome  fmall  fidi,  cockles,  and 
clams;  of  the  latter  we  purchafed  a  large  quantity,  a  fuj)ply  of  which 
was  very  acceptable  in  the  low  condition  of  our  dock.  They  made  us 
clearly  to  underdand,  that  in  the  cove  to  the  s.  e.  wc  diould  find  a 
number  of  their  countrymen,  who  had  the  like  commoJiiies  to   dif- 

Voi ,  I.  I  i  pofe 


.r" 


■:  -m 


I  IT  , 


^'i 


tm 


t:^t 


7 


242 


'I" 


1792. 

May. 


A    VOYAGE    OF    DISCOVERY 

pofc  of;  and  being  anxious  to  leave  no  doubt  concerning  a  further  in- 
land navigation  by  this  arm  of  the  La,  and  wilhing  to  ellablilh,  as  far 
as  poHible,  a  friendly  intercourfe  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  country, 
which  from  the  docile  and  inoffenhve  manners  of  thofe  we  had  feen  ap- 
peared a  taflc  of  no  great  difficulty,  "we  proceeded  to  a  low  point  of  land 
that  forms  the  north  entrance  into  the  cove.     There  we  beheld  a  num- 
ber of  the  natives,  who  did  not  betray  the  fmallefl  apprehenfion  at  our 
approach ;  the  whole  aflembly  remained  quietly  feaied  on  the  grafs,  ex- 
cepting two   or  three  whofe    particular  office  feemed   to   be  that,   of 
making  us  welcome  to  their  country.     Thefe  prefented  us  with  fome 
f  (li ;  and  received  in  return  trinkets  of  various  kinds,  which  delighted 
them  excefhvely.     They  attended  us  to  their  companions,  who  amount- 
ed in  number  to  about  fixty,  including  the  women  and  children.     Wc 
were  received  by  them  with  eqaal  cordiality,  and  treated  with  marks  of 
great  friendfhip  and  hofpitality.     A  fhort  time  was  here  employed  in 
exchanges  of  mutual  civilities.    The  females  on  this  occafion  took  a  very 
aftive  part.     They  prefented  us  with  fifli,  arrows,  and  other  trifles,  in  a 
way  that  convinced  us  they  had  much  pleafure  in  fo  doing.     They  did 
not  appear  to  differ  in  any  refpe6l  from  the  inhabitants  we  had   before 
feen  ;  and  fome  of  our  gentlemen  were  of  opinion  that  they  recognized 
the  perfons  of  one  or  two  who  had  vifited  us  on  the  preceding  thurfday 
morning;  particularly  one  man,  who  had  fufferod  very  much  from  the 
fmall  pox.     This  deplorable  difeafe  is  not  only  common,  but  it  is  greatly 
to  be  apprehended  is  very  fatal  amongft  them,   as  its  indelible  marks 
were  feen  on  many;  and  feveral  had  loft  the  fight  of  one  eye,  which  was 
remarked  to  be  generally  the  left,   owing  moft   likely  to  the  virulent 
effefts  of  this  baneful  diforder.     The  refidence  of  thefe  people  here  was 
doubtlcfs  of  a  temporary  nature ;  few  had  taken  the  trouble  of  erefting 
their  ufual  miferable  huts,  being  content  to  lodge  on  the  ground,  with 
loofe  mats  only  for  their  covering. 

From  this  point,  which  is  fituated  nearly  at  the  fouth  extremity  of  the 
canal  in  latitude  47°  21',  longitude  237°  6'^,  little  doubt  cxided  of  the 
cove  terminating  its  navigation.  To  afcertain  this,  whiift  I  remain- 
ed with  thefe  civil  people  Mr,  Johnftone  was  dire61ed  to  row  round 
the  projeftion  that  had  obftrufted  our  view  of  the  whole  circumfe- 
rence 
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rence  of  the  cove,  whidi  is  a1)out  two  miles:  and,  if  it  were  not  clofcd, 
to  purfue  its  examination.  Our  former  conjedurcs  being  ccpfinned, 
on  his  return  we  prepared  to  depart;  and,  as  we  were  putting  ofi  from 
the  fhorc,  a  cloak  of  inferior  fea  otter  Ikins  was  brought  down,  which  I 
purchafed  for  a  fmall  piece  of  copper.  Upon  this  they  made  figns,  tliat 
if  we  would  remain,  more,  and  of  a  fuperior  quality,  fliould  be  pro- 
duced ;  but  as  this  was  not  our  objed,  and  as  we  had  finilhed  our  pro- 
pofed  talk  fooner  than  was  expefted  this  morning,  to  the  no  fmall  fatis- 
faftion  of  our  whole  party  we  diretled  our  courfe  back  towards  port 
Difcovery,  from  which  we  were  now  about  70  miles  diftant. 

A  frefli  northwardly  wind,  and  the  approach  of  night,  obliged  us  to 
take  up  our  abode  about  two  miles  from  the  Indians,  fome  of  whom 
had  followed  us  along  the  beach  until  we  landed,  when  they  polled 
themfelves  at  the  diftance  of  about  half  a  mile,  to  obferve  our  different 
employments ;  at  dark  they  all  retired,  and  we  neither  heard  nor  faw 
any  thing  more  of  them.  The  rife  and  fall  of  the  tide,  although  the 
current  conflantly  ran  down  without  any  great  degree  of  rapidity,  ap- 
peared to  have  been  nearly  ten  feet,  and  it  was  high  water  3''  50'  after 
the  moon  pafTed  the  meridian. 

Early  on  funday  morning  we  again  embarked ;  direfling  our  route  Sunday  13. 
down  the  inlet,  which,  after  the  Right  Honorable  Lord  Hood,  I  called 
Hood's  Canal  ;  but  our  progrels  homeward  was  fo  very  flow,  that 
it  was  monday  afternoon  before  we  reached  Foulweather  bluff.  This  Mondiyii. 
promontory  is  not  ill  named,  for  we  had  fcarcely  landed  when  a  heavy 
rain  commenced,  which  continuing  the  refl  of  the  day,  obliged  us  to  re- 
main ftationary.  This  detention  I  endeavoured  to  reconcile  with  the 
hope,  that  the  next  morning  would  permit  fome  examination,  or  at 
leafl  afford  us  a  view  of  the  great  eaflern  arm,  before  we  returned  to 
the  fhips  ;  but  in  this  I  was  difappointed.  After  waiting  until  ten  o'clock 
in  the  forenoon  of  tuefday  without  the  leafl  profpeft  of  an  alteration  for 
the  better,  we  again  fat  out  with  a  frefh  breeze  at  s.s.e.,  attended 
with  heavy  fqualls  and  torrents  of  rain ;  and  about  four  in  the  af- 
ternoon arrived  on  board,  much  to  the  fatisfaftion  I  believe  of  all 
parties,  as  great  anxiety  had  been  entertained  for  our  fafety,   in   con- 
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ftqurnce  of  tnir  unexpected  ahfence.  Ulie  fwivels  fired  from  our 
boat  and  ihat  of  the  Chatham's  the  morning  after  our  departure, 
were  heard  on  board,  and  were  the  caufe  of  much  alarm  after  the 
expiration  of  the  time  appointed  for  our  return.  Such  attention  had 
been  paid  to  tlie  feveral  common  occupations  going  forward  when 
I  l(Tt  the  (hips,  that  I  had  the  fatisfaftion  to  find  every  thing  accom- 
phlhcd.  But  from  Mr.Whidbey  I  underftood,  that  the  weather  had  been 
fo  unfavorable  to  our  adronomical  purfuits,  that  lie  had  not  been  able  to 
obtain  any  lunar  dillances,  though  he  had  fucceeded  in  afcertaining  the 
rate  of  the  chronometers.  Having,  however,  acquired  fufficient  authority 
of  this  nature  for  correfting  our  furvey,  and  carrying  it  further  into  ex- 
ecution, I  determined  to  depart  as  foon  as  the  weather  (hould  break  up. 
This  did  not  happen  until  thurfday  afternoon ;  when  the  tents  and  ob- 
fervatory  w'tc  re-embarked,  and  every  thing  got  in  readinefs  for  failing  f 
the  next  morning.  A  light  air  from  the  s.e.  and  pleafant  weather,  fa- 
vored our  departure  ;  and  about  breakfaft  time,  the  (hip  arriving  at  the 
entrance  of  the  port,  I  landed  on  the  eaft  end  of  Protc6lion  ifland,  in  order, 
from  its  eminence,  to  take  a  more  accurate  view  of  the  furrounding  fhores. 
In  moft  direftions  they  feemed  much  broken,  particularly  in  the  north- 
ern quarter,  being  there  occupied  by  an  archipelago  of  iilands  of  vari- 
ous fizes.  On  my  return  on  board,  I  directed  Mr.  Broughton  to  ufe 
his  endeavours,  in  the  Chatham,  to  acquire  fome  information  in  that 
line,  whilft  I  continued  my  examination  with  the  Difcovery  up  the  inlet 
which  we  had  difcovered  in  the  boats,  to  the  eaftward  of  Foulweather  bluff; 
appointing  the  firft  inlet  to  the  fouth-eadward  of  that  point  on  the  (lar- 
board or  continental  fhore,  as  our  place  of  rendezvous.  We  parted 
about  noon  in  pleafant  Aveather,  and  with  a  fine  breeze  direfted  our 
veffels  agreeably  to  our  refpeftive  purfuits. 

As  a  more  particular  defcription  of  port  Difcovery  and  the  furround- 
ing country  would  have  interfered  with  our  primary  objeft  of  afcertain- 
ing the  boundary  of  this  coaft,  I  fliall  referve  it  for  the  fubj  1:  of  the 
following  Ihort  chapter;  and  fhall  conclude  this  with  fuch  afli  aomical 
and  nautical  obfervations  as  circumflances  permitted  us  to  make  whilft  in 
port,  as  well  as  thofe  made  previous  to  our  arrival  and  after  our  depar- 
ture; 
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tine;  which  ha\e  alllllal  in  fixing  its  longitude,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
exterior  eoall  of  New  Albion  foulhward  to  cape  Mendocino. 

A  pari  of  tliis  coalt,  prior  to  our  vifit,  had  been  icen  by  different  na- 
vigators, and  tlic  pofuion  of  certain  head  lands,  capes,  &c.  given  to 
the  world.  Several  of  thefe  I  have  found  myfelf  under  tlie  neccflity  of 
placing  in  different  latitudes  and  longitudes,  as  well  thofe  feen  by  Cap- 
tain Cook,  as  others  laid  down  by  the  different  vifitors  who  have  foUow- 
cfl  him.  This,  howe\er,  I  have  not  prefumed  to  do,  from  a  confciouf- 
nefs  of  fuperior  abilities  as  an  aftronomer,  or  integrity  as  an  hifforian ; 
but  from  the  convitl;ion,  that  no  one  of  my  predeceffors  had  the  good 
fortune  to  meet  fo  favorable  an  opportunity  for  the  examination  :  under 
the  happy  circumftances  of  which  I  have  been  induced  to  affign,  to  the 
feveral  conlpicuous  head  lands,  points,  &c.  the  pofitions  afcertained 
by  the  refult  of  our  feveral  obfervations ;  from  which,  as  it  evidently  ap- 
peared that  our  chronometer  had  materially  accelerated  on  its  Otaheitean 
rate,  it  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  ftate  the  mode  I  adopted  for  the 
correftion  of  that  error. 

In  our  paffage  towards,  and  during  our  ftay  amongfl,  the  Sandwich 
iflands,  the  chronometer,  agreeably  to  its  Otaheitean  rate,  feemed  to 
have  been  accurate  to  a  fcrupulous  degree  of  nicety  ;  but,  by  fome  ob- 
fervations made  prior  to  the  26tli  of  march,  it  appeared  to  have  devi- 
ated manifeflly  from  the  truth.  The  obfervations  made  on  that  day 
were  the  mod  remote  ones  I  made  ufe  of  on  this  occafion  ;  and,  by  the 
mean  refult  of  all  made  fince  in  port  Difcovery,  inftead  of  the  chrono- 
meter gaining  at  the  rate  of  4"  3"'  per  day  only,  it  was  fouud  to  be  gain- 
ing 1 1"  r^^"'  per  day  ;  and  therefore,  inftead  of  the  allowance  of  the  for- 
mer rate,  from  the  26ih  of  march  to  our  arrival  on  the  coaft,  it  was  in- 
creafed  to  8"  per  day  :  and  from  the  17th  of  april,  1  i"3o"'  were  allowed 
as  the  rate  of  the  chronometer,  for  the  purpofe  of  reducing  all  our  ob- 
fervations from  that  period  to  our  arrival  in  port  Difcovery  ;  which 
medium,  I  trull  will  hereafter  be  found  fully  to  anfwer  my  expefta- 
tions.  The  following  will  fer\e  to  exhibit  the  different  obfervations 
made  to  eftablifh  this  point,  comprehending  two  hundred  and  twenty 
fets  of  lunar  diflances,  each  fet  containing  fix  obfervations,  taken  by  the 
feveral  officers  and  gentlemen  on  board,  as  follow  : 
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Mr.  Puget,  nine  fets  taken  between  the  28th  of  march  and 

C)thofapriI,  -  .  .  .  .  237"  19'    5" 

Mr.  Wliidbey,  fifty-eight  ditto,  the  26th  of  march  and 

12th  of  June,  .  .  _  -  .  ^^37    23' 38" 

Mr.  Orchard,  fifty-three  ditto,  ditto  -  237°  22' 

Mr.  J.  Stewart,  twenty-four  ditto,  the  27th  of  march  and 

29th  of  april,  ....  -  237"  25'  50" 

Mr.  Ballard,  thirty-eight  ditto,  ditto  -  237°  22' 13" 

Myfelf  thirty-eight  ditto,  the  28th  of  march  and  5th  of 

tnay,  --_...  237°  21'    9" 


Hence,  the  longitude  of  the  obfervatory  deduced  from  the 
mean  refult  of  the  above  obferved  diftances  of  the  <[  a  O 
and  ftars,  was  -----  237°  22'  19" 

On  our  arrival  in  port  Difcovery  the  chronometer,  by 
the  Portfmouth  rate,  on  the  4th  of  may,  fhewed      -  237°  51' 

By  the  Otaheitean  rate,  .  .  .  235'  59' 

Mr.  Arnold's  chronometer  on  board  the  Chatham,  by 
the  Otaheitean  rate,  ....  035°  27' 


From  the  above  obfervations  and  nine  days  correfponding  altitudes, 
Kendal's  chronometer  was  found,  on  the  13th  of  may  at  noon,  to  be 
fad  of  mean  time  at  Greenwich  45'  46",  and  to  be  gaining  on  mean 
time  at  the  rate  of  11"  55'"  per  day.  By  the  fame  obfervations,  Mr. 
Arnold's,  on  the  13th  of  may  at  noon,  was  faft  of  mean  time  at  Green- 
wich 2''  ^6'  49",  and  was  gaining  on  mean  time  at  the  rate  of  27"  per 
day. 

The  latitude  of  the  obfervatory,  by  the  mean  refult  of 
nine  meridian  altitudes,  was  -  -  -  48°    2'  30" 


The  variation,  by  all  our  compaffes,  in  eleven  fets  of 
azimuths,  differing  from  20°  to  26",  gave  their  mean  re- 
fult, -  -  -  -  -  -  21°  30' 
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1"he  vertical  inclination  of  the  magnetic  needle. 
Marked  end  North  face  Eaft 
Ditto  Well 

Ditto  South  face  Eaft 

Ditto  Weft 


73*  50' 

75°  57' 
72°  1/ 

75"  5^ 


Mean  vertical  inclination  of  the  North  point  of  the  marine 
dipping  needle  -----  7 1   3° 


In  port  Difcovery,  the  tide  was  obferved  to  flow  on  the  full  of  the 
moon,  about  ten  feet;  and  was  high  water  3"  50'  after  the  moon  pafted 
the  meridian. 
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C  n  A  P  T  E  R    y. 


Defcription  of  port  Difcovery  and  the  adjacent  country — lis  inhalitanls — 
Method  of  dcpofiting  the  dead — Conjc&ures  relative  to  the  apparent  dcpyo- 
pulation  of  the  country. 


May. 


1  SHALL  now  proceed  to  relate  fuch  matters  refpefting  the  country  of 
New  Albion  as  appeared  intitled  to  notice,  and  which  are  not  inferted 
in  the  preceding  narrative. 

Port  Difcover)',  already  mentioned  as  a  perfeftly  fafe  and  convenient 
harbour,  has  its  outer  points  1 1  miles  afunder,  bearing  from  each  other 
s,  6<^  w.  and  n.  63  e.  ;  its  entrance  is  fituated  in  latitude  48"  7',  longi- 
tude 237°  2o'-|-,  whence  the  port  firfl  takes  a  direftion  s.30  e.  about  8 
miles,  and  then  terminates  s.w.  by  w.  about  a  league  further.  If  it  lies 
under  any  difadvantage,  it  is  in  its  great  depth  of  water ;  in  which  re- 
fpe6l,  howe\er,  we  found  no  inconvenience,  as  the  bottom  Avas  exceed- 
ingly good  holding  ground,  and  free  from  rocks.  Towards  the  upper 
part  of  the  harbour  it  is  of  lefs  depth  ;  but  I  faw  no  fituation  more  eli- 
gible than  that  in  which  the  vefTels  rode,  off  the  firfl  low  fandy  point  on 
the  weftern  fhore,  about  4-5^  miles  within  the  entrance.  Here  our 
wooding,  watering,  brewing,  and  all  other  operations  were  carried  on 
with  the  utmofl  facility  and  convenience.  The  fliores  of  Proteftion 
ifland  form  on  its  fouth  fide,  which  is  about  two  miles  long,  a  mod  ex- 
cellent roadftcad,  and  a  channel  into  port  Difcovery,  near  2  mil(\s  wide 
on  either  fide,  without  any  interruption,  which  with  other  nautical  par- 
ticulars are  exhibited  in  the  chart. 

The  country  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  port  may  generally  be 
confidered  of  a  moderate  height,  although  bounded  on  the  weft  fide  by 
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mountains  covered  with  fnow,  to  which  the  hmd  from  the  water's  edge 
rifcs  in  a  plealing  diverfity  by  hilLs  of  gradual  afceni.  The  fnow  on 
ihcfe  hills  probably  diffolvcs  as  the  fummer  adva!ic(  s,  lor  pine  trees 
were  produced  on  their  very  funnnits.  On  the  {hi  lliDrelhe  land  gene- 
rally terminated  in  low  fandy  cliHs  ;  though  in  fome  fj)aces  of  confiderable 
extent  it  ran  nearly  level  from  high  water  mark.  The  foil  for  the  moft 
part  is  a  light  fandy  loam,  in  feveral  places  of  very  confiderable  depth, 
and  abundantly  mixed  with  decayed  vegetables.  The  vigour  and  luxu- 
riance of  its  produftions  proved  it  to  be  a  rich  fertile  mould,  which 
pofhbly  might  be  confiderably  improved  by  the  addition  of  the  calcareous 
matter  contained  in  the  marrow  ftone  that  prefented  itfelf  in  many 
places.  In  refpeft  to  its  mineral  produ61ions  no  great  variety  was  oh- 
ferved.  Iron  ore,  in  its  various  forms,  was  generallv  found  ;  and  from 
the  weight  and  magnetic  qualities  of  fome  fpecimens,  appeared  tolera- 
bly rich,  particularly  a  kind  that  much  refembled  the  blood  ftone.  Thefe, 
with  quartz,  agate,  the  common  flint,  and  a  great  intermixture  of  other 
fdicious  matter,  (moft  of  the  ftones  we  met  with  being  of  that  clafs)  with 
fome  variety  of  calcareous,  rnagnefian,  and  argilaccous  earths,  were  the 
mineral  productions  generally  found. 

The  parts  of  the  \egetable  kingdom  applicable  to  ufeful  purpofes 
appeared  to  grow  very  luxuriantly,  and  confifted  of  the  Canadian  and 
Norwegian  licmlock,  filver  pines,  the  Turamahac  and  Canadian  pop- 
lar, arbor-vitae,  common  yew,  black  and  common  dwarf  oak,  American 
afli,  common  hazel,  f)camore,  fugar,  mountain,  and  Penfylvanian  maple, 
oriental  arbutus,  American  alder,  and  common  willow ;  thefe,  with  the 
Canadian  elder,  fmall  fruited  crab,  and  Penfylvanian  cherry  trees,  con- 
flituted  the  forefts,  which  may  be  confidered  rather  as  encumbered,  tlian 
adorned,  with  underwood ;  although  there  were  feveral  places  where,  in 
its  prefent  flate,  the  traveller  would  pafs  without  being  in  the  lead  in- 
commoded, excepting  by  the  undecayed  trunks  of  trees  which  had  fallen. 
Of  efculent  vegetables  we  found  but  few ;  the  wliite  or  dead  nettle,  and 
famphire,  were  moft  common ;  the  wild  orache,  vulgarly  called  fat-hen, 
with  the  \etch.  Two  or  three  forts  of  wild  peas,  and  the  common  liedge 
muftard,  were  frequently  though  not  always  met  with,  and  were  confi- 
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(loird  1»\-  lis  IIS  cxcfllc'iit  of  their  kinds,  and  (L-rvcd  to  rclifli  our  fait  provi- 
lio;is,  on  which,  with  ;i  \cry  fcanty  lii])ply  of  iiHi,  all  hands  fubfifted. 
Ani(>ii;^li  the  inori^  nnniitc  jirocUidions,  Mr.  Minzics  found  conflant 
anuifcnu-nt ;  and,  I  hchcvc,  was  enabled  to  make  Ibme  addition  to  tlie 
ealal<H',iie  of  pknits. 

The  knowledge  we  acquired  of  the  animal  kingdom  was  very  imper- 
fccl.  The  (kins  of  the  animals  already  noticed  were  fueh  as  are  com- 
monI\-  found  amongfl  the  inhabitants  on  the  fea  coafts  under  the  fame 
parallel,  and  towards  Nootka  ;  thcfe  were  molUy  of  the  coarfer  and 
more  common  forts.  Garments  of  fea  otter  fkins  were  not  worn,  nor 
did  many  fuch  fkins  appear  amongll  the  inhabitants.  The  only  living 
quadrupeds  we  faw,  were  a  black  bear,  two  or  three  wild  dogs,  about 
as  many  rabbits,  feveral  fmall  brown  fquirrels,  rats,  mice,  and  the 
fkunk,  whofe  effluvia  was  the  moft  intolerable  and  oft'enfive  I  ever  ex- 
perienced. 

Few  of  the  feathered  tribe  were  procured,  althougli,  on  our  firfl  ar- 
rival, the  aquatic  birds  were  fo  numerous  that  we  expeded  a  profufe 
fupply  of  wild  fowl ;  but  thcfe  were  all  fo  extremely  fhy  and  watchful, 
that  our  guns  feldom  reached  them ;  and,  on  being  fired  at,  they  difap- 
peared.  About  the  fhores  and  on  the  rocks,  we  found  fome  fpecies  of 
the  tern,  the  common  gull,  fea  pigeon  of  Newfoundland,  curlews,  fand- 
larks,  (hags,  and  the  black  fea  pye,  like  thofe  in  New  Holland  and 
New  Zealand  ;  thefe  were  however  not  fo  abundant  as  the  others.  Nor 
did  the  woods  appear  to  be  much  reforted  to  by  the  feathered  race;  two 
or  three  fpruce  partridges  had  been  feen ;  with  few  in  point  of  number, 
and  little  variety,  of  fmall  birds  :  amongfl  which  the  humming  birds  bore 
a  great  proportion.  At  the  outfkirts  of  the  woods,  and  about  the 
water  fide,  the  \vhite  headed  and  brown  eagle  ;  ravens,  carrion  crows, 
American  king's  filhcr,  and  a  very  handfome  woodpecker,  were  feen  in 
numbers;  and  in  addition  to  thefe  on  the  low  projefling  points,  and 
open  places  in  the  woods,  wc  frequently  faw  a  bird  with  which  we  were 
wholly  unacquainted,  though  wc  confidered  it  to  be  a  fpecies  of  the 
crane  or  heron  ;  fome  of  their  eggs  were  found  of  a  bluifh  cafl,  confi- 
dcrably  larger  than  that  of  a  turkey,  and  well  tailed.     Thefe  birds  have 
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rrmnrkahlv  long  Irgs  and  necks,  and  tlu-ir  bodies  (irincd  to  equal  in 
fizc  the  large  II  turkey,  'I'heir  plumage  is  unilonuK'  of  a  light  brown, 
and  when  ere6t  their  height  on  a  moderate  eoinpiuation  could  not  be 
lefs  than  four  feet.  They  feemed  to  prefer  open  fituations,  and  uled  no 
endeavours  to  hide  or  fcrecn  themfelves  from  our  fight,  but  were  tt)o 
\  igilant  to  allow  our  Iportfinen  taking  them  liy  furpri/.c.  Some  blue, 
and  fonie  nearly  white  herons  of  the  coinmon  fize  were  alio  i'a^n. 

The  fea  was  not  much  more  bountiful  to  us  of  its  animal  produftions 
than  was  its  Ihores.  The  Icanty  fupply  of  filh  we  were  enabled  to  pro- 
cure, conlilled  in  general  of  the  common  forts  of  fmall  flat -filh,  elephant 
fifli,  fea  bream,  fea  perch,  a  large  fort  of  fculpin,  fome  weighing  fix  or 
eight  pounds,  with  a  greenifh  colour  about  their  throat,  belly,  and  gills ; 
thefc  were  very  coarfe,  but  no  ill  cff'efts  were  confequent  on  eating  them. 
The  above,  with  a  few  trout,  a  fmall  fort  of  eel  extremely  well  tailed, 
of  a  yellowifli  green  colour,  were  the  filhes  we  mofl  generally  caught. 
A  fmall  common  black  fnake,  a  few  lizards  and  frogs,  together  with  a 
variety  of  common  infefts,  none  of  which  could  be  confidered  as  very 
troublefome,  were  the  only  creatures  of  the  reptile  tribe  we  oblervcd. 

This  country,  regarded  in  an  agricultural  point  of  view,  I  fliould  con- 
ceive is  capable  of  high  improvement,  notwithftanding  the  foil  in  gene- 
ral may  be  confidered  to  be  light  and  fandy.  Its  fpontaneous  produc- 
tions in  the  vicinity  of  the  woods  are  nearly  the  faine,  and  grow  in 
equal  luxuriance  with  thofe  under  a  fimilar  parallel  in  Europe  ;  fiivoring 
the  hope,  that  if  nutritious  exotics  were  introduced  and  carefully  at- 
tended to,  tlicy  would  fuceeed  in  the  higheft  degree.  'Ihe  mildnefs  of 
the  climate,  and  the  forwardnefs  of  excrv  fpccies  of  plants,  afTorded 
flrong  grounds  in  fupport  of  this  opinion. 

The  interruptions  we  experienced  in  the  general  ferenity  of  the  wreather, 
were  probably  no  more  than  were  abfolutely  requifite  in  the  fpring  of 
the  year  to  bring  forward  the  annual  productions.  Thefe  ^^'ere  attended 
with  no  violence  of  wind,  and  the  rain  which  fell,  although  difagree- 
able  to  travellers,  was  not  fo  heavy  as  to  beat  down  and  deftroy  the 
firfl  efforts  of  vegetation.  Under  all  thefe  favorable  circumflances,  the 
country  yet  labours  under  one  material  difadvantage  in  the  fcarcity  of 
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("icfli  W51UT.  'I'lu-  llri-iUTis  however  that  we  met  with  appeared  fullicient 
to  anfwer  all  purpofes,  in  the  domedic  a'conomy  of"  life,  to  a  very  nume- 
rous body  of  inhabitaius  :  and,  were  the  country  cleared  and  fearched, 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  a  variety  of  eligible  fituaiions  might  be 
found  for  ellablilhments,  where,  with  proper  exertions,  wholeloinc  water 
might  be  procured. 

What  the  low  country  before  us  toward  the  range  of  fnowy  mountains 
may  produce,  remains  for  future  inveiUgation  ;  but  judging  from  what 
we  had  feen,  it  feemed  more  than  probable,  that  ihofe  natural  canals  of  the 
fca  wind  in  various  direttions ;  and  that  they  are  capable  of  affording  great 
advantages  to  commercial  purfuits,  by  opening  communications  with 
parts  of  the  interior  country  commodioufly  and  delightfully  fituated. 
The  great  depth  of  water  maybe  ottered  as  an  inlliperable  objeftion ; 
yet,  on  a  more  minute  examination,  it  is  likely  that  many  eligible  and 
convenient  (lopping  places  might  be  found  for  the  fecurity  of  fuch  vef- 
fels  as  would  neceifarily  be  employed  in  thofe  occupations. 

Having  confidered  with  impartiality  the  excellencies  and  defers  of  this 
country,  as  far  as  came  under  our  obfervation,  it  now  remains  to  add  a 
few  words  on  the  charafter  of  its  inhabitants. 

None  being  refident  in  port  Difcover)',  and  our  intercourfe  with  them 
having  been  very  confined,  the  knowledge  we  may  ha\e  acquired  of 
them,  their  manners,  and  cuftoms,  muft  neceffarily  be  very  limited,  and 
our  conclufions  drawn  chiefly  from  eomparifon.  From  New  Dungenefs 
we  traverfed  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  of  their  fliores  without 
feeing  that  number  of  inhabitants.  Thole  who  came  within  our  notice  fo 
nearly  refembled  the  people  of  Nootka,  that  the  bed  delineation  I  can 
offer  is  a  reference  to  the  defcription  of  thofe  people,  which  has  before 
•Vide  Capt,  been  fo  ably  and  with  fo  much  jullice  given  to  the  public.*  The  only 
Voyage.  difference  I  obferved  was,  that  in  their  flature  they  did  not  generally 
appear  quite  fo  flout ;  and  in  their  habits  were  lefs  filthy ;  for  though 
thefe  people  adorn  their  perfons  with  the  fame  fort  of  paint,  yet  it  is  not 
laid  on  in  that  abundance,  nor  do  they  load  their  hair  with  that  innnenfe 
quantity  of  oil  and  colouring  matter,  which  is  fo  cuflomary  amongft 
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the  people  of  N'ooika  ;  ilicir  liair,  as  bcibrc  niciuioiicd,  being  in  general 
neatly  eonibeil  .nul  tied  bcliiml. 

In  their  weajjons,  intplenients,  canoes,  and  drels,  they  vary  lilllc. 
'llieir  native  woollen  ganneni  was  moll  in  lalhion,  next  to  it  the  ikins  of 
deer,  bear,  &e. ;  a  lew  wore  (belles  nianufaflured  from  bark,  wiiich, 
like  tJieir  woollen  ones,  were  very  neatly  wrought. 

Tlieir  rj)ears,  arrows,  lilligiggs,  and  otiier  weapons,  were  fliaped  ex- 
a611y  like  thofe  of  Nootka;  but  none  were  pointed  with  copper,  or  with 
inulclc  Ihell.  The  three  lunner  were  generally  barbed,  and  thole 
pointed  with  common  flint,  agate,  and  bone,  feemed  of  their  original 
workman(hij).  Yet  more  of  tlieir  arrows  were  oblerved  to  be  pointed 
with  thin  flat  iron,  than  with  bone  or  flint,  and  it  was  very  lingular  that 
they  fhould  prefer  excliangitig  thofe  pointed  with  iron,  to  any  of  the 
others.  Their  bows  were  of  a  fuperior  conflruriion :  thefe  in  general 
were  from  two  and  a  half  to  three  feet  in  length  ;  the  broadell  part  in  the 
middle  was  about  an  inch  and  a  half,  and  about  three  (juartersof  an  inch 
thick,  neatly  made,  gradiuilly  tapering  to  each  end,  whidi  terminated  in 
a  Ihoulder  and  a  hook  for  the  fecuritv  of  the  bow  firing.  'Ihey  were  all 
made  of  yew,  and  chofen  with  a  naturally  inverted  curve  fuited  to  the 
method  of  ufing  them,  from  end  to  end  of  the  concave  fide,  which  when 
(Irung  became  the  convex  part,  a  very  flrong  flrip  of  an  elallic  hide  is 
attaclied  to  fome,  and  the  fkins  of  ferpcnts  to  others,  exactly  the  fhape 
and  length  of  the  bow,  neatly  and  firmly  affixed  to  the  wood  by  means 
of  a  ceinent,  the  adhefive  property  of  which  I  never  faw,  or  heard  of 
being,  equalled.  It  is  not  to  be  aflefted  by  either  dry  or  damp  weather, 
and  forms  fo  ftrong  a  conne6tion  with  the  wood,  as  to  prevent  a  fepara- 
tion  without  deflroying  the  component  parts  of  both.  The  bow  firing 
is  made  of  the  finew  of  fome  marine  animal  laid  loofe,  in  order  to  be 
twilled  at  pleafure,  as  the  temperature  of  the  atmofpherc  may  require 
to  prcferve  it  at  a  proper  length.  Thus  is  this  very  neat  little  weapon 
rendered  portable,  elallic,  and  effetlive  in  the  highef I  degree,  if  we  may 
be  allowed  to  judge  by  the  dexterity  with  which  it  was  iifed  by  one  of 
the  natives  at  port  Difcovery. 

We  had  little  opportunity  of  acquiring  any  fatisfadory  information 
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wiili  rrcfnrfl  to  the  pnUIir  rrgiilaiions,  or  private  crronoiny,  of"  tliofc 
people.  The  ntuation  and  appearance  of  the  phues  we  found  thetn  ge- 
nerally nihabiiin^,  indieated  their  being  nnieh  aeeidlonied  to  a  change  of 
rcndenro  ;  the  del'erted  villasres  tended  to  llrengihen  the  eonjccJurp  of 
their  being  wanderers.  'I'erritoiial  properl)'  apjuared  to  be  of  little 
irnpf)rtanee:  there  was  plenty  of"  roont  for  their  fixed  h;d)iiations,  and 
tfiofe  of  a  trmporar\-  nature,  whieh  we  now  found  them  naoilly  to  occupy, 
b(  ing  prineipalK'  eonipoled  of"  erols  flicks,  covered  with  a  lew  mats,  as 
ealiiv  found  a  fpot  for  their  erettion,  as  they  were  removed  from  one 
fiation  to  nnotlier,  either  as  inclination  might  lead,  or  necefhty  compel: 
and  having  a  verv  extenfixe  range  of  domain,  tliey  were  not  liable  to 
interruption  or  oj)polition  from  their  few  furrounding  neighbours. 

From  thefe  circumffances  alone,  it  may  be  fomewhat  premature  to 
conclude  that  this  deliglitful  country  has  always  been  thus  thinly  inhabi- 
ted; on  the  contrary,  there  are  reafons  to  believe  it  has  l)eeii  infinitely 
more  populous.  Each  of  the  deferted  villages  was  nearly,  if  not  quire, 
equal  to  contain  all  the  fcattered  inhabitants  we  faw,  according  to  the 
cullom  of  the  Nootka  people;  to  whom  thefe  have  great  affinit\in  their 
perfons,  falhions,  wants,  comforts,  conffrurtion  of  thele  their  fixed  habitati- 
ons, and  in  their  general  charafier.  It  is  alfo  jioflible,  that  mofl  of  the 
clear  fpaccs  may  have  l)een  indebted,  for  the  removal  of  their  timber  and 
underwood,  to  manual  labour.  Their  general  appearance  furnifhed  this 
opinion,  and  their  fuuation  on  the  moff  ])leafant  and  commanding  emi- 
nences, proteiied  by  the  forefl  on  every  fide,  except  that  which  woidd 
liavc  precluded  a  view  of  the  fea,  leemed  to  encourage  the  idea.  Not 
many  years  lince,  each  of  thefe  vacant  places  might  have  been  allotted 
to  the  habitations  of  different  focicties,  and  the  variation  obfi^rved  in 
their  extent  might  have  been  conformable  to  the  fize  of  each  village  ; 
on  the  fcite  of  which,  fince  their  abdication,  or  extermination,  nothing 
but  the  fmalliT  flirubs  and  plants  liad  yet  l)een  able  to  rear  their  heads. 

In  our  different  excurfions,  particularly  thofe  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  port  Difcovery,  the  fcull,  limbs,  ribs,  and  back  bones,  or  fome 
other  vcfliges  of  the  human  body,  were  found  in  many  places  promif- 
cuoufly  fcattered  about  the  beach,  in  great  numbers.  Similar  relics 
were  alfo  frequently  met  with  during  our  furvey  in  the  boats ;  ai\d  I  was 
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inlbnncd  hv  the  oflic  <  rs.  that  in  th(Mr  ((vcral  perambulations,  the  like 
npjx^n ranees  ha'l  preleiited  lheni(el\c's  (o  repeatedly,  ami  in  lueh  abun- 
daiiee,  ,n  to  produce  an  itiea  that  the  environs  of  |)()rl  Dileovery  were 
a  general  eetnetery  'or  the  whole  of"  the  furroundinj;  eounlry.  Not- 
withllandin;^  tlufe  cireuinllanees  do  not  amount  to  a  dirett  proof  of 
thcextenlivc  i)opulation  they  indicat( ,  yet,  when  combined  with  other 
apj)earani'es,  thev  warranted  an  opinion,  that  at  no  very  remote  perio<l 
this  country  had  been  far  more  populous  than  at  prefent.  Some  of  tin; 
human  bodies  were  found  dilpoled  of  in  a  very  fingujar  manner.  Ca- 
noes were  fufpended  between  two  or  more  trees  about  twi'ise  leei  from 
the  ground,  in  which  were  the  Ikeletons  of  two  or  three  perlons ;  others 
of  a  larger  fi/.e  were  hauled  up  into  the  oullkirts  of  the  wocmIs,  which 
contained  from  four  to  (even  fkcletons  covered  over  with  a  broad  pi, ink. 
In  fomc  of  tlu'fe  broken  bows  and  arrows  were  found,  which  at  lirll 
gave  rife  to  a  eonjetture,  that  thefe  might  have  been  warriors,  who  alter 
being  mortally  wounded  had,  whilll  their  ftreiigth  remained,  hauled  up 
their  canoe  ft)r  the  purpofc  of  expiring  (piietly  in  them.  But  on  a  fur- 
ther examination  this  became  improbable,  as  it  would  hardly  have  been 
pofltble  to  have  preferved  the  regularity  of  pohtion  in  the  agonies  of 
death,  or  to  have  defended  their  fepulciires  with  the  bioad  plank  with 
which  each  was  covered. 

Tlie  few  fl<elctons  wc  faw  fo  carefully  depofitcd  in  the  canoes,  were 
probably  the  chiefs,  pricfls,  or  leaders  of  particular  tribes,  whofe  fol- 
lowers moft  likely  continue  to  poffefs  the  higheff  refpeft  for  their  me- 
mory and  remains  :  and  the  general  knowledge  I  had  obtained  from 
experience  of  the  regard  wliich  all  favage  nations  pay  to  tlieir  funeral 
folemnities,  made  me  particularly  folicitou.s«to  prevent  any  indignity 
which  might  be  wantonly  offered  to  their  departed  friends.  Baikets  w^erc 
alio  found  fufpended  on  high  trees,  each  containing  the  ikeleton  of  a 
young  child  ;  in  fome  of  which  were  alio  fmall  fquare  boxes  filled  with  a 
kind  of  white  pafle,  rcfembling  fuch  as  I  had  feen  the  natives  eat,  fup- 
pofed  to  be  made  of  the  faranne  root ;  fome  of  thefi.^  boxes  were  quite 
full,  others  were  nearly  empty,  eaten  probably  by  the  mice,  fquirr")';,  or 
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birds.  On  tlic  next  low  point  fouth  of  our  encampment,  vliere  the 
gunners  were  airing  the  powder,  tliey  met  wiili  fevcral  holes  in  which 
human  bodies  were  interred  llightly  covered  over,  and  in  diHerent  Hates 
of  deca)',  fomc  appearing  to  have  been  verv  recentlv  depofited. 
About  half  a  mile  to  the  northward  of  our  tents,  where  the  land  is 
nearly  level  with  high  water  mark,  a  few  j)aees  within  the  Ikirting  of  the 
wood,  a  canoe  was  foimd  fufpended  between  two  trees,  in  which  were 
three  human  fkeletons  ;  and  a  few  paces  to  the  right  was  a  cleared  place 
of  nearly  forty  yards  round ;  where  from  the  frelh  apj)earance  of  the 
burnt  Humps  moll  of  its  vegetable  productions  had  very  lately  been  con- 
fumed  by  fire.  Amongil  the  allies  we  found  the  fculls,  and  other  bones, 
of  n-^ar  twenty  perfons  in  different  llages  of  calcination :  the  (ire,  how- 
ever, had  not  reached  the  fufpended  canoe,  nor  did  it  appear  to  have 
been  intended  that  it  fliould.  The  fkeletons  found  thus  difjjofed,  in 
canoes,  or  in  balkcts,  bore  a  very  fmall  proportion  to  the  number  of 
fculls  and  other  human  bones  indifcriminately  fcattered  about  the  Ihores. 
Such  are  the  elfe61s  ;  but  of  the  caufe  or  caufes  that  have  operated  to 
produce  them  we  remained  totally  unacquainted  :  whether  occalioned  by 
epidemic  difeafe,  or  recent  wars.  The  charatler  and  general  deport- 
ment of  the  few  inhabitants  we  occafionally  faw,  by  no  means  counte- 
nanced the  latter  opinion ;  they  were  uniformly  civil  and  friendly,  with- 
out manifefling  the  leaft  fign  of  fear  or  fufpicion  at  our  approach ;  nor 
did  their  appearance  indicate  their  having  been  much  inured  to  hoftili- 
ties.  Several  of  their  ftoutefl;  men  had  been  I'een  pcrfedly  naked,  and 
contrary  to  what  might  have  been  expeCled  of  rude  nations  habituated 
to  warfare,  their  fl<ins  were  moftly  unblemiflied  by  fears,  excepting  fuch 
as  the  fmall  pox  fcemcd  to  have  occafioned :  a  dileafe  which  there  is 
great  reafon  to  believe  is  very  fatal  among!!;  them.  It  is  not  however 
very  eafy  to  draw  anv  juH  conclufions  on  the  true  caufe  from  which  this 
havoc  of  the  human  race  proceeded,  which  muft  remain  for  the  invefti- 
gation  of  others  who  may  ha\e  more  leifure,  and  a  better  opportunity, 
to  direft  fuch  an  inquiry :  yet  it  may  not  be  unreafonable  to  conjec- 
ture, that  the  prefent  apparent  depopulation  may  have  arifen  in  fome 
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mcafure  from  the  inhabitants  of  this  interior  part  having  been  induced 
to  quit  their  former  abode,  and  to  have  moved  nearer  the  exterior 
coall  for  the  convenience  of  obtaining  in  the  immediate  mart,  with 
more  eale  and  at  a  cheaper  rate,  thofe  valuable  articles  of  commerce, 
that  within  thcfe  late  years  have  been  brought  to  the  fea  coafts  of  this 
continent  by  Europeans  and  the  citizens  of  America,  and  which  are 
in  great  eftimation  amongft  thefe  people,  being  poflefled  by  all  in  a 
greater  or  lels  degree. 
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CHAPTER    VI. 


Enter  Admiralty  inlet—Anchor  off  Rejloraiion  point — Vifit  an  Indian  vil- 
lage— Account  of  feveral  hat  excurjions— -Proceed  to  another  part  of 
inlet — Take  poj/cffion  of  the  country. 
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XjLGREEABLY  to  the  propofed  dcflination  of  cacli  vefTel,  the  Difco- 
vcry  and  Chatliam,  at  noon,  on  the  18th  of  may,  directed  their  courfe  to- 
wards the  objefts  of  their  refpeftive  purfuits  ;  and  as  I  had  ahcady  traced 
tlie  ^v'eflern  fliore  in  the  boats,  we  now  kept  the  callern  fide  on  board, 
which,  Hke  the  other,  abotmds  with  thofe  verdant  open  j)laccs  that  have 
been  fo  repeatedly  noticed.  On  one  of  thefe  beautiful  lawns,  nearly  a 
league  within  the  entrance  of  the  inlet,  about  thirty  of  the  natives  came 
from  the  furrounding  woods,  and  attentively  noticed  us  as  we  failed 
along.  We  did  not  difcover  any  habitations  near  them,  nor  did  we  fee 
any  canoes  on  the  beach.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  lawn,  were  many 
uprights  in  the  ground,  which  had  the  appearance  of  having  formerly 
been  tlic  fupjjorters  of  their  large  wooden  houfes.  We  ufed  our  en- 
deavours to  invite  thefe  good  people  on  board,  but  without  effetl.  After 
advancing  about  4  leagues  up  the  inlet,  the  plcafimt  gale,  which  had  at- 
tended us  from  the  n.w.  died  away,  and  a  llrong  ebb  making  againft  us, 
we  were  compelled  to  anchor  for  the  night,  in  18  fathoms  water,  about 
half  a  mile  from  the  eadern  (hore :  Marrow-Stone  ])oint  bearing  bv 
conipafs  \.  .36  \v.  :  the  nm..  point  of  Oak-cove  s.  48  w. ;  and  Foulwca- 
ther  blulf  s.  .•;i  e. 

During  the   night,  we  had  a  gentle  foutherly  bree/c,  auciided  by  a 
Saturdiyig.  fog  \\-hich  Continued  until  nine  o'clock  on  faturda)'  morning,  when  it 
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w;'.s  (lil'perfcd  by  a  return  of"  the  n,w.  wind,  with  which  we  purfued  our 
route  up  the  inlet  ;  our  progrcfs  was,  however,  foon  retarded  by  the 
iore-t()pl<iil  \ard  giving  way  in  the  (hngs  ;  on  examination  it  appeared 
to  ha\e  been  in  a  deFe6ti\e  (late  fonve  time.  Tlie  fparc  forc-topCail  yard 
was  alfo  very  imperfett;  which  obHged  us  to  get  the  fpare  main-topfail 
yard  up  in  its  room;  and  it  was  a  very  fortunate  circumftance,  that 
thefe  defetls  were  (hfeovered  in  a  country  abounding  with  materials  to 
which  we  could  refort;  having  only  to  make  our  choice  from  amongft 
thoulhnds  of  the  fined  fpars  the  world  produces. 

To  deferibe  the  beauties  of  this  region,  will,  on  fome  future  occafion, 
be  a  very  grateful  talk  to  the  pen  of  a  fkilful  panegyrifl.  The  fere- 
iiity  of  the  climate,  the  innumerable  pleafing  landfcapes,  and  the  abun- 
dant fertility  that  unaflilkd  nature  puts  forth,  require  only  to  be  en- 
riched by  the  indultry  of  man  with  villages,  manfions,  cottages,  and 
other  buildings,  to  render  it  the  mod  lovely  country  that  can  be  ima- 
gined; v/hilfl  the  labour  of  the  inhabitants  would  be  amply  rewarded, 
in  the  bounties  which  nature  feems  ready  to  bedow  on  cultivation. 

About  noon,  we  palled  an  inlet  on  the  larboard  or  eadern  lliore,  which 
feemed  to  Ihetch  far  to  the  northward  ;  but,  as  it  was  out  of  the  line  of 
our  intended  purfuit  of  keeping  the  continental  fhore  on  board,  I  con- 
tinued our  courfe  up  the  main  inlet,  which  now  extended  as  far  as,  from 
the  deck,  the  eve  could  reach,  though,  from  the  mad-head,  intervening- 
land  appeared,  beyond  which  another  high  round  mountain  covered 
with  fnow  was  difcovered  apparently  fituated  feveral  leagues  to  the  foutli 
of  mount  Rainier,  and  bearing  by  compafs  s.  22  e.  This  I  confidered 
as  a  further  cxtenfion  of  the  eadern  fnowy  range ;  but  the  intermediate 
mountains,  connecting  it  with  mount  Rainier,  were  not  fufficiently  high 
to  be  feen  at  that  dillance.  Having  advanced  about  8  leagues  from  our 
lad  nights  dation,  we  arri\ed  off  a  projecting  point  of  land,  not  form- 
ed by  a  low  fandy  fpit,  but  rifing  abruptly  in  a  low  cliff  about  ten  or 
twelve  fi'Ct  (Voin  the  water  fide.  Its  furface  was  a  beautiful  meadow,  co- 
vered with  luxuriant  herbage  ;  on  its  wedern  extreme,  bordering  on  the 
woods,  was  an  Indian  village,  confiding  of  temporary  habitations,  from 
whence   I'everal  of  the  natives  alfembled  to  view  the  fhip  as  we  paffed 
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by  ;  but  none  of  them  ventured  off,  though  feveral  of  their  canoes  were 
feen  on  the  beach.  Here  the  inlet  divided  into  two  cxtenfivc  branches, 
one  taking  a  fouth-eaflwardly,  the  other  a  fouth-weflern  direttion.  Near 
this  place  was  our  appointed  rendezvous  with  the  Chatham  ;  and,  un- 
der a  fmall  illandto  the  s.w.  of  us,  appeared  an  eligible  fpot,  in  which, 
with  fecurity,  we  might  wait  her  arrival;  but,  on  opproaching  it,  we 
found  the  depth  of  water  no  v/here  lefs  than  60  fatho;Tis,  within  a  ca- 
ble's length  of  the  fliore.  This  obliged  us  to  turn  up  towards  the  til- 
lage point,  where  we  found  a  commodious  roadflead;  and  about  feven 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  anchored  about  a  mile  from  the  Ihore  in  38  fa- 
thoms water,  black  fand  and  muddy  bottom.  The  village  point  bore 
by  compafs  n.  4  e.,  the  neareft  onpofite  fliore  of  the  main  inlet  N.52  E. 
about  a  league  diflant;  and  the  direftion  of  its  fouthern  extent  s.e.  ;  the 
above  ifland,  lying  before  the  branch  leading  to  the  fouth-weftward,  bore 
from  s.  36  E.  to  fouth,  about  half  a  league  diftant ;  and  the  appearance 
of  a  fmall  inlet,  or  cove,  weft,  about  the  fame  diftance.  We  had  no 
fooner  anchored  than  a  canoe,  in  which  were  two  men,  paddled  round  the 
fliip.  We  attempted  to  induce  them,  but  they  were  not  to  be  prevailed 
upon,  to  enter  the  veffel ;  and,  having  fatisfied  their  curiofity,  they  haftily 
returned  to  the  fliore.  Before  the  evening  clofed  in,  I  proceeded  to 
acquire  fome  information  refpcfting  the  fmall  opening  to  the  weftward. 
It  was  nearly  dark  before  I  reached  the  fliore,  which  feemed  to  form  a 
fmall  cove  about  half  a  mile  in  width,  incircled  by  compaft  fliores,  with 
a  cluftcr  of  rocks  above  water,  nearly  in  its  center,  and  little  worthy  of 
further  notice.  On  my  return  on  board,  I  direfted  that  a  party,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  Puget  and  Mr.  Whidbcy,  fliould,  in  the 
launch  and  cutter,  proceed,  with  a  fupply  of  provifions  for  a  week,  to 
the  examination  of  that  branch  of  the  inlet  leading  to  the  fouth-weft- 
ward ;  keeping  always  the  (larboard  or  continental  fliore  on  board : 
which  was  accordingly  carried  into  execution,  at  four  o'clock  the  next 
morning. 

Our  fituation  being  fomewhat  incommoded  by  the  meeting  of  different 
tides,  we  moved  nearer  in,  and  anchored  in  the  fame  depth,  and  on 
the  fame  bottom  as  before,  very  conveniently  to  the  fliore.     Our  ealtern 

view 


ROUND    THE    WORLD. 


261 


view  was  now  bounded  by  the  range  of  fuowy  mountains  from  mount  ''I'- 
Baker,  bearing  by  compafs  north  to  mount  Rainier,  bearing  n.  54  k.  \^  -.^~../ 
The  new  mountain  was  hid  by  the  more  elevated  parts  of  the  low  land ; 
and  the  intermediate  fnowy  mountains  in  various  rugged  and  grotefque 
fhapes,  were  feen  juft  to  rear  their  heads  above  the  lofty  pine  trees,  which 
appearing  to  compofe  one  uninterrupted  foreft,  between  us  and  the 
fnowy  range,  prefented  a  moil  pleafing  landfcape  ;  nor  was  our  weftern 
view  deftitute  of  fimilar  diverfification.  The  ridge  of  mountains  on  which 
mount  Olympus  is  fituated,  whofe  rugged  fummits  were  feen  no  lefs  fanci- 
fully towering  over  the  foreft  than  thofe  on  the  eaftern  fide,  bounded  to  a 
confiderable  extent  our  weftern  horizon  ;  on  thefe  however  not  one  con- 
fpicuous  eminence  arofe,  nor  could  we  now  diftinguifh  that  which  on  the 
fea  coaft  appeared  to  be  centrally  fituated,  and  forming  an  elegant  bi-fork- 
ed  mountain.  From  the  fouthern  extremity  of  thefe  ridges  of  mountains, 
there  fcemed  to  be  an  extenfive  traft  of  land  moderately  elevated  and 
beautifully  diverfified  by  pleafing  inequalities  of  furface,  enriched  with 
every  appearance  of  fertility. 

In  the  meadow  and  about  the  village,  many  of  the  natives  were  feen  Sunday  to. 
moving  about,  whofe   curiofiiy  feemed  little   excited  on  our  account. 
One  canoe  only  had  been  near  us,  from  which  was  thrown  on  board  the 
fkin  of  fome  fmall  animal,  and  then  it  returned  inftantly  to  the  fliore. 

Our  carpenters  were  bufily  engaged  in  replacing  the  topfail  yards 
with  proper  fpars,  which  were  conveniently  found  for  that  purpofe. 
Some  beer  was  brewed  from  the  fpruce,  which  was  here  very  excellent, 
and  the  reft  of  the  crew  were  employed  in  a  variety  of  other  cfTential 
fervices.  The  gentle  n.w.  wind  generally  prevailed  in  the  day,  and 
calms  or  light  foutherly  breezes  during  the  night. 

Towards  noon  I  went  on  fliorc  to  the  village  point,  for  the  purpofe  of 
oblerving  the  latitude  ;  on  wliicji  occafion  I  vifitcd  the  village,  if  it  may 
be  fo  dignified,  as  it  appeared  the  moft  lowly  and  mcaneft  of  its  kind. 
The  heft  of  the  huts  were  poor  and  miferable,  conllrutlcd  foniething 
after  the  fafhion  of  a  foldier's  tent,  by  two  crofs  fticks  abou;  five  feet 
high,  conne£led  at  each  end  by  a  ridge-pole  from  one  to  the  other,  over 
fome  of  which  was  thrown  a  coarfp  kind  of  mat,  over  others  a  few  loofc 
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bramhcs  of  trees,  fhrubs,  or  grafs  ;  none  however  appeared  to  be  con- 
llrutled  lor  protctting  tliein,  either  againll  the  heat  of  fummer,  or  the 
iiukiucncy  or  the  winter.  In  them  were  hung  up  to  be  cured  by  the 
Inioke  of  the  fire  ihev  kept  conllantly  burning,  clams,  mulcles,  and  a 
lew  other  kinds  of  fidi,  feeiningly  intended  for  their  winter's  fubfiftence. 
Tile  clams  perhaps  were  not  all  rcfer\'ed  for  that  purpofe,  as  we  fre- 
quently faw  them  llrung  and  worn  about  the  neck,  which,  as  inclina- 
tion directed,  were  eaten  two,  three,  or  half  a  dozen  at  a  time.  This 
llaiion  did  not  appear  to  have  been  preferred  for  the  purpofe  of  filhing, 
as  we  faw  few  of  the  people  fo  einployed;  nearly  the  whole  of  the  in- 
habitants belonging  to  the  village,  which  confiRed  of  about  eighty  or 
an  hundred  men,  w^omen  and  children,  were  bufily  engaged  like  fwine, 
rooting  up  this  beautiful  verdant  meadow  in  quell  of  a  fpecies  of  wild 
onion,  and  two  other  roots,  which  in  appearance  and  tafle  greatly  re- 
fembled  the  faranne,  particularly  the  largcd  ;  the  fize  of  the  fmalleli;  did 
not  much  exceed  a  large  pea  :  this  Mr.  Menzies  confidered  to  be  a  new 
genus.  Tlie  collecling  of  thefe  roots  was  mod  likely  the  objeft  which 
attached  them  to  this  fpot ;  they  all  feemed  to  gather  them  with  much 
avidity,  and  to  preferve  them  with  great  care,  mofl  probably  for  the 
purpofe  of  making  the  pafte  I  have  already  mentioned. 

Thefe  people  varied  in  no  eflential  point  from  the  natives  we  had  fcen 
fince  our  entering  the  ftraits.  Their  perfons  were  equally  ill  made, 
and  .is  much  bcfmeared  with  oil  and  different  coloured  paints,  particu- 
larly with  red  ochre,  and  a  fort  of  Ihining  chalfy  mica,  very  ponderous, 
and  in  colour  much  refembling  black  lead  ;  they  likewife  poffelled  more 
ornaments,  efpecially  fuch  as  were  made  of  copper,  the  article  mofl 
valued  and  efteemcd  amongfl  them.  They  feemed  not  wanting  in  offers 
of  friendfhip  and  hofpitality  ;  as  on  our  joining  their  party,  wc  were  pre- 
fented  with  fuch  things  as  they  had  to  dil'pofc  of:  and  they  imme- 
diately prepared  a  few  of  the  roots,  and  Ibme  (hell  fifh  for  our  rcfrefli- 
ment,  which  were  very  palatable.  In  thefe  civil  offices,  two  men  who 
appeared  the  mod  aftive,  and  to  be  regarded  by  their  countrvmen  as 
the  mod  important  perfons  of  the  partv,  were  particui. -ly  alliduous  to 
pleafe.     To  each  of  ilicm  I  made  prefentSj  whicli  were  received  very 

thankfullv; 


EEBS 


.  .I...J.H.I  .fa.....il 


ROUND    THE    W  O  R  L  D. 


263 


1792. 

Mjy. 


thankfully  ;  J^nd  on  my  returning  towards  the  boat,  they  gave  me  to 
underftand   by   figns,  the  only  means  we  had  of  ronverling  with  each 
other,  that  it  would  not  be  long  ere  they  returned  our  vifit  on  board 
the  (hip.     This  they  accordingly  did   in  the  afternoon,  with   no  finall 
degree  of  ceremony.     Belidc  the  canoes  which  brought  thele  two  fupe- 
rior    people,  five   others  attended,    feemingly  as  an  appendage  to  the 
conlc^quence  of  thefe  chiefs,  who  would  not  repair  immediately  on  board, 
but  agreeably  to  the  cullom    of  Nootka   advanced  within   about    two 
hundred  yards  of  the  Ihip,  and  there    refling  on  their  paddles  a  con- 
ference was  held,  followed  by  a  fong  principally  fung  by  one  man,  who 
at  dated  times  was  joined   in   chorus  by  fevcral   others,  whilfl  fome  in 
each  canoe  kept  time  with  the  handles  of  their  paddles,  by  llriking  them 
againll  the  gunwale  or  fide  of  the  canoe,  forming  a  I'ort  of  accompany- 
ment,  which  though  expreffed  by  fimple  notes  only,  was  by  no  means 
dellitute  of  an  agreeable  eflfeft.     This   performance  took   place  whilfi 
they  were  paddling  flowly  round  the  fliip,  and  on  its  being  concludetl,  they 
came  alongfide  with  tlie  grcatefl  confidence,  and  without  fear  or  fufj)i- 
cion  immediately  entered  into  a  commercial  intercourfe  with  our  people. 
The  two  chiefs  however  required  fome  little  intreaty  before  they  could  be 
induced  to  venture  on  board.    I  again  prefented  them  with  fome  valuables, 
amongft  which  was  a  garment  for  each  of  blue  clotli,  fome  copper,  iron 
in  various  (hapes,  and  fuch  trinkets  as  I  thought  would  prove  moil  ac- 
ceptable.    In  this  refpeft  cither  my  judgment  failed,  or  their  pallion  for 
traffick  and  exchange  is  irrefifiible;   for   no  fooner  had  they  quitted  the 
cabin,  than  excepting  the  copper   they  bartered  awav   on   deck  nearly 
ererv  article  I  had  given  them,  for  others  of  infinitelv  lefs  utility  or  real 
value,  confining  of  fiich  things  as  they  could  bell  a))projn"iate  to  the 
decoration  of  their    perfons,    and    other    ornaincnial   pur])ofes,    giving 
uniformly  a  decided  preference  to  copi)er. 

In  the  morning  of  the   2 ill,  fell   a   few  fhowers  oi"  rain,  v»-]iich  wore  Monday 
neither  fo  heavy  as  to  retard  our   bu finds  on   (hore,  nor  to  prevent  the 
friendly  Indians  paying  us  a  vilit  on  board.     Convinced  of  our  amicable 
difpofition  towards  them,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants,  meii,  wo- 
men and  children,  gratified  their  curiofity  in   the  courfe  of  the  day  by 
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pnddling  round  the  fliip ;  for  neither  the  ladies  nor  the  children  ven- 
tured on  hoard.  This  was  the  cafe  alfo  with  the  generahty  of  the  men, 
who  contentedly  remained  in  their  canoes,  rowing  from  fide  to  fide,  bar- 
tering their  bows  and  arrows ;  which,  with  their  woollen  and  fkin  gar- 
ments, and  a  very  few  indifferent  fea-otter  ikins,  compofed  the  whole 
of  their  affortment  for  trading ;  thefe  they  exchanged,  in  a  very  fair 
and  honefl  manner,  for  copper,  hawk's  bells,  and  buttons,  articles  that 
greatly  attrafted  their  attention.  Their  merchandize  wou'd  have  been 
infinitely  more  valuable  to  us,  had  it  been  comprized  of  eatables,  fuch 
as  venifon,  wild  fowl  or  fifh,  as  our  fportfmen  and  filhermen  had  little 
fuccefs  in  either  of  thcfe  purfuits.  All  the  natives  we  had  as  yet  feen, 
uniformly  preferred  offering  fuch  articles  as  compofed  their  drefs,  arms, 
and  implements,  for  fale,  rather  than  any  kind  of  food,  which  might 
probably  arife,  either  from  the  country  not  affording  them  a  fuper- 
abundance  of  provifions,  or  from  their  having  early  difcovered  that  we 
were  more  curious  than  hungry. 

In  the  evening,  fome  of  the  canoes  were  obferved  paffmg  from  the  vil- 
lage to  the  oppofite  fhore,  for  the  purpofe,  as  we  fuppofed,  of  inviting 
their  neighbours  to  partake  of  the  advantages  of  our  commerce.     This 

Tuefday  22.  \vas  Confirmed,  the  next  morning,  by  the  return  of  our  friends,  accom- 
panied by  feveral  large  canoes,  containing  near  eighty  perlbns,  who  after 
ceremonioufly  paddling  round  the  fliips  came  alongfide,  without  the  leaft 
hefitation,  and  condufted  themfelves  with  the  utmoft  propriety.  The 
principal  number  of  thefe  evidently  belonged  to  the  other  fide  of  the 
inlet ;  they  were  infinitely  more  cleanly  than  our  neighbours  ;  and  their 
canoes  were  of  a  very  different  form.  Thofe  of  our  friends  at  the  vil- 
lage, exaftly  correfponded  with  the  canoes  of  Nootka,  wliilll  thofe  of  our 
new  vifitors  were  cut  off  fquare  at  each  end  ;  and  were,  in  fliape,  pre- 
cifely  like  the  canoes  fcen  to  the  fouthward  of  cape  Orford,  though  of 
greater  length,  and  confiderably  larger.  The  commodities  they  brought 
for  fale,  were  trifles  of  a  fimilar  defcription  to  thofe  offered  by  the  other 
fociety  :  in  all  other  rcfpefts,  they  correfponded  with  the  generality  of 
the  few  inhabitants  of  the  coiuitry  with  whom  we  had  become  acquainted. 

Wcdnef.  23.       On  wcdncfday,  we  had  fome  lightning,  thunder,  and  rain,  from  the 
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s.E. ;  this  continued  a  few  hours,  after  which  the  day   was  very  fi  rcnc       .y-- 

M.iv. 

and  plcalant.  Sonic  of  our  gentlemen  havmg  extended  their  walk  to  <_  »,-.  j 
the  cove  I  had  vifited  the  fird  evening  of  our  arrival,  I'ound  it  to  eoininii- 
nicate  bv  a  \ery  narrow  paffage,  with  an  opening  apparently  of  fcjnio 
extent.  In  confe(|uence  of  this  information,  accompanied  by  Mr,  Baker 
in  the  vawl,  I  fet  out  the  next  morning  to  examine  it,  and  found  the  en-  Timi  jiy:.}. 
trance  of  the  opening  fituated  in  theweflern  corner  of  the  cove,  formed 
by  two  interlocking  points  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  each  otiier ; 
tliefe  formed  a  channel  about  half  a  mile  long,  free  from  rocks  or  liioals,  in 
which  diere  was  not  lefs  than  5  fathoms  water.  From  the  weft  end  of  this 
narrow  channel  the  inlet  is  divided  into  two  branches,  one  extending  to 
the  s.w.  about  5  or  6  miles,  the  other  to  the  north  about  the  fame  dif- 
tance..  conftituting  a  moft  complete  and  excellent  port,  to  all  appearance 
pcrfectl)'  free  from  danger,  with  regular  foundings  from  4  fathoms  near 
the  fhores,  to  f)  and  10  fathoms  in  the  middle,  good  holding  ground. 
It  occupied  us  the  whole  day  to  row  round  it,  in  doing  which  we  met  a 
few  ftraggling  Indians,  whofe  condition  feemed  exceftively  wretched  and 
mifcrable.  The  country  that  furrounds  this  harbour  varies  in  its  eleva- 
tion ;  in  fome  places  the  fhores  are  low  'evcl  land,  in  others  of  a  modt:- 
rate  height,  falling  in  fteep  low  cliffs  on  the  fandy  beach,  wliich  in  moll 
places  binds  the  fhores.  It  produces  fome  fmall  rivulets  of  water,  is 
thickly  wooded  with  trees,  moftly  of  the  pine  tribe,  and  with  fome  va- 
riety of  Hirubs.  This  harbour  after  the  gentleman  who  difcovered  it, 
obtained  the  name  of  Port  Orchard.  The  beft  paffagc  into  it  is 
found  by  fteering  from  the  village  point  for  the  fouth  point  of  the  cove, 
which  is  eafdy  diftinguifhed,  lying  from  the  former  s.  62  w.  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  about  2-^  miles,  then  hauling  to  the  n.w.  into  the  cove,  keep- 
ing on  the  larboard  or  s.w.  fliore,  and  paffing  between  it  and  the  rocks 
in  the  cove  ;  in  this  channel  the  depth  of  water  is  from  9  to  15  fathoms, 
gradually  decreafing  to  5  fathoms  in  the  entrance  into  the  port.  There 
is  alfo  another  paflage  round  to  the  north  of  thefe  rocks,  in  which  there 
is  7  fathoms  water;  this  is  narrow,  and  by  no  means  fo  commodious  to 
navigate  as  the  fouthern  channel. 

On  my  return  to  the  (hip  I  underftood  that  few  of  our  friendly  neigh- 
VoL.  I.  M  in  hours 
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')()ur';  had  vifitcd  tlic  vefiel.  The  iiarty  was  evidently  reduced,  and  thofc 
who  Hill  remained  liaving  faiisfied  their  curiofity,  or  being  compelled  by 
tlieir  modeoriife,  were  preparing  to  depart  with  all  their  Hock  and  ef- 
ficts.  TIk fe  it  required  little  hibour  to  remove,  confilUng  chiefly  of  the 
mats  for  covering  their  habitations,  -wherever  it  may  be  convenient  to 
pitch  them  ;  iheir  Ikin  and  woollen  garments,  their  arms,  implements, 
and  liich  articles  of  food  as  they  had  acquired  during  their  refidence  ; 
which,  with  their  family  and  dogs,  all  find  acconmiodation  in  a  fingle 
canoe;  and  thus  the  party  is  eafdy  conveyed  to  any  Ration,  which 
timcy,  convenience,  or  neceflity,  mav  direft.  The  dogs  belonging  to 
this  'ribcof  Indians  were  numerous,  and  much  refembled  thofe  of  Po- 
merania,  though  in  general  fomewhat  larger.  'I'hey  rt-ete  all  fhorn  as 
dole  to  the  (kin  as  llieep  are  in  England  ;  and  fo  compaft  were  their 
fleeces,  that  huge  portions  could  be  lifted  up  by  a  corner  without  caufing 
any  feparation.  They  were  compofed  of  a  mixture  of  a  coarfe  kind  of 
wool,  with  very  fine  long  hair,  capable  of  being  fpun  into  yarn.  This 
gave  me  reafon  to  believe,  that  their  woollen  clothing  might  in  part  be 
compofed  of  this  material  mixed  with  a  finer  kind  of  wool  from  fome  other 
animal,  as  their  garments  were  all  too  fine  ^o  he  manufaflured  from  the 
coarfe  coating  of  the  dog  alone.  The  abundance  of  thefe  garments 
amongfl  the  few  people  we  met  with,  indicates  the  animal  from  whence 
the  raw  material  is  procured,  to  be  very  common  in  this  neighbourhood  ; 
but  as  thev  have  no  one  domefticated  excepting  the  dog,  their  fupply  of 
wool  for  their  clothing  can  only  be  obtained  by  hunting  the  wild  crea- 
ture that  produces  it;  of  which  we  could  not  obtain  the  leaft  infor- 
mation. 

The  weather  continued  delightfully  ferene  and  pleafaut ;  the  carpen- 
ters had  executed  their  taflc,  and  the  topfail  yards  were  replaced. 
Friday  25.  In  the  courfc  of  the  forenoon  on  friday,  fome  of  our  Indian  friends 
brought  us  a  whole  deer,  which  was  the  firfl  intire  animal  that  had 
been  offered  to  us.  This  they  had  killed  on  the  ifland,  and  from  the 
number  of  perfons  that  came  from  thence,  the  major  part  of  the  re- 
maining inhabitants  of  the  village,  with  a  great  number  of  their  dogs, 
fecmed  to  have  been  engaged  in   the  chafe.      This  and  another  deer, 
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parts  of  whii'li  remained  in  one  of  their  canoes,  had  >  ill  thr&'  iv(X)d 
people  nearly  a  day's  hibour,  as  tlicy  went  over  to  the  illand  lor  lids 
purpofe  the  preceding  evening;  yet  they  were  amply  rewarded  for  their 
exertions  by  a  liiKdl  piece  of  copper  not  a  loot  fquare.  This  they 
gladly  accepted  as  a  full  compenfation  for  their  venifon,  on  which  the 
whole  party  could  have  made  two  or  three  good  meals ;  fuch  is  the 
cflccm  and  value  witli  which  this  metal  is  regarded  ! 

About  four  in  the  afternoon,  agreeably  to  our  cxpeftations,  the 
Chulham  was  fecn  from  the  niafi;  head  over  the  land,  and  about  fun-fct 
flic  arrived  and  anchored  near  us.  Mr.  Brougliton  informed  me,  that 
the  part  of  tlie  coaft  he  had  been  dirc6led  to  explore,  confided  of  an 
archipelago  of  iflands  lying  before  an  cxtcnfivc  arm  of  the  fea  llretch- 
ing  in  a  variety  of  branches  between  the  n.w.  north,  andN.N.E.  Its 
extent  in  the  firlt  dire6lion  was  the  moll  capacious,  and  prefented  an 
unbounded  horizon. 

On  due  confideration  of  all  the  circumftances  that  had  fallen  under 
my  own  obfervation,  and  the  intelligence  now  imparted  by  Mr,  Brougli- 
ton, I  became  thoroughly  convinced,  that  our  boats  alone  could  enable 
us  to  acquire  any  corre6l  or  fatisfa6lory  information  refpefting  this 
broken  country ;  and  although  the  execution  of  fuch  a  fervice  in  open 
boats  would  nccelTarily  be  extremely  laborious,  and  expofe  thofe  fo  cm- 
ployed  to  numberlcfs  dangers  and  unpleafant  fituations,  that  might  oc- 
cafionally  produce  great  fatigue,  and  protra6l  their  return  to  the  fliips  ; 
yet  that  mode  was  undoubtedly  the  mofl  accurate,  the  mod  ready,  and 
indeed  the  only  one  in  our  power  to  purfue  for  afcertaining  the  conti- 
nental boundary. 

The  main  arm  of  the  inlet  leading  towards  mount  Rainier  dill  re- 
mained unexplored.  It  became  evident  from  the  length  of  time  Mr. 
Puget  and  Mr.  Whidbey  had  been  abfent,  that  the  inlet  they  had  been 
fent  to  examine,  had  led  them  to  a  confiderable  didance.  We  had  no 
time  to  fpare,  and  as  it  was  equally  evident  none  ought  to  be  lod,  I  di- 
refted  that  Mr,  Johndone  in  the  Chatham's  cutter  fliould  accompany  me 
in  the  morning  in  the  Difcovery's  yawl,  for  the  purpofe  of  examining 
the  main  arm ;  and  that  Mr.  Broughton,  on  the  return  of  our  boats, 
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•70*'  which  were  now  hourly  expctlcd,  flioulci  take  Mr.  Whiflbcv  in  one  of 
y^-^-mmj  them,  iiiul  proceed  iinmediatcly  to  the  invclligation  of  that  arm  of  this 
iiilct.  which  we  had  palled  on  the  ealleni  {hore,  llrctching  to  the  n.  n.  k.  ; 
and  I  (Icdied  that  llie  Chathani  might  he  anchored  within  its  entrance 
in  fomc  conlpicuous  phiee  on  the  (larboard  hdi-,  where  the  Difcovery  or 
the  bouts  would  cahly  find  her,  in  cafe  the  rel'ult  of  my  inquiries  fhould 
render  it  expedient  for  the  vcll'els  to  proceed  further  in  that  direthon. 
SatuiJay2C.  On  faturdav  morning,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Baker  in  the  yawl,  and 
fax'ored  by  pleafant  weather  and  a  fine  northerly  gale,  we  departtxl  and 
made  confiderablc  progrefs.  Leaving  to  the  right  the  opening  which 
)iad  been  the  object  of  Mr.  Puget  and  Mr,  Whidbey's  expedition,  we 
diretted  our  route  ;dong  the  wcftcrn  fhore  of  the  main  inlet,  which  is 
about  a  league  in  width ;  and  as  we  proceeded  the  fmoke  of  feveral  fires 
were  feen  on  its  eaflern  fhore.  When  about  4  leagues  on  a  foutherly  di- 
re6lion  from  the  Hiips,  we  found  the  courfe  of  the  inlet  take  a  fouth 
wefterly  inclination,  which  we  purfucd  about  fix  miles  with  (bme  little 
increafeof  width.  Towards  noon  we  landed  on  a  point  on  the  eaflern 
fliore,  whofe  latitude  I  obferved  to  be  47°  21',  round  which  we  flattered 
ourfelves  we  fhould  find  the  inlet  take  an  extenfive  eallwardly  courfe. 
This  conjefture  was  fupported  by  the  appearance  of  a  very  abrupt  di- 
vifion  in  the  fnowy  range  of  mountains  immediately  to  the  fouth  of 
mount  Rainier,  which  was  very  confpicuous  from  the  fhip,  and  the 
main  arm  of  the  inlet  appearing  to  ftretch  in  that  direftion  from  the 
point  we  were  then  upon.  We  here  dined,  and  although  our  repafl 
was  foon  concluded,  the  delay  was  irkfome,  as  we  were  exccflively  anx- 
ious to  afcertain  the  truth,  of  which  we  were  not  long  held  in  fufpenfc. 
For  having  paffed  round  the  point,  we  found  the  inlet  to  terminate  here 
in  an  extenfive  circular  compaft  bay,  whole  waters  wafhed  the  bafe  of 
mount  Rainier,  though  its  elevated  fummit  was  yet  at  a  very  confi- 
derablc diflance  from  the  fhore,  with  which  it  was  connefted  by  feveral 
ridges  of  hills  rifing  towards  it  with  gradual  afcent  and  much  regularity. 
The  forefl  trees  and  the  feveral  fhades  of  verdure  that  covered  the  hills 
gradually  decreafed  in  point  of  beauty  until  they  became  invifible ;  when 
the  perpetual  clothing  of  liiow  commenced,  which  feemed  to  form  a 
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horizontal  line  from  nortli  to  fouth  along  this  range  of  rugged  moun- 
tains, from  whofe  fummit  mount  Rainier  rofe  confpicuoufly,  and  feemed 
as  much  elevated  above  them  as  they  were  above  the  level  of  the  fea ; 
the  whole  producing  a  molt  grand,  pi6lurefque  cfieft.  The  lower  moun- 
tains as  tlicv  dcfcended  to  the  right  and  left,  became  gradually  relieved 
of  their  frigid  garment ;  and  as  they  approached  the  fertile  woodland 
region  that  binds  the  Ihores  of  this  inlet  in  every  direftion,  produced  a 
pleafing  variety.  We  now  proceeded  to  the  N.vv.  in  which  direftion  the 
inlet  from  hence  extended,  and  aiforded  us  fome  reafon  to  believe  that  it 
communicated  with  that  under  the  furvey  of  our  other  party.  This 
opinion  was  further  corroborated  by  a  few  Indians,  who  had  in  a  very 
civil  manner  accompanied  us  fome  time,  and  who  gave  us  to  under- 
ftand  that  in  the  north  weflern  direftion  this  inlet  was  very  wide  and 
extenfive;  this  they  expreffed  before  we  quitted  our  dinner  flation,  by 
opening  their  arms,  and  making  other  figns  that  we  fhould  be  led  a  long 
way  by  purfuing  that  route  ;  whereas,  by  bending  their  arm,  or  fpread- 
ing  out  their  hand,  and  pointing  to  the  fpace  contained  in  the  curve  of 
the  arm,  or  between  the  fore-finger  and  thumb,  that  we  fhould  find  our 
progrefs  foon  flopped  in  the  dire6lion  which  led  towards  mount  Rai- 
nier. The  little  refpeft  which  mofl  Indians  bear  to  truth,  and  their 
readincfs  to  affert  what  they  think  is  moft  agreeable  for  the  moment,  or 
to  anfwer  their  own  particular  wifhes  and  inclinations,  induced  me  to 
place  little  dependence  on  this  information,  although  they  could  have 
no  motive  for  deceiving  us. 

About  a  dozen  of  thefe  friendly  people  had  attended  at  our  dinner, 
one  part  of  which  was  a  venifon  pafty.  Two  of  them,  expreffing  a  de- 
fire  to  pafs  the  line  of  feparation  drawn  between  us,  were  permitted  to 
do  fo.  They  fat  down  by  us,  and  ate  of  the  bread  and  fifh  that  we  gave 
them  without  the  leaft  hefitation ;  but  on  being  offered  fome  of  the  veni- 
fon, though  they  faw  us  eat  it  with  great  relifh,  they  could  not  be  in- 
duced to  tafle  it.  They  received  it  from  us  with  great  difgufl,  and  pre- 
fented  it  round  to  the  refl  of  the  party,  by  whom  it  underwent  a  very 
flrift  examination.  Their  conduft  on  this  occafion  left  no  doubt  in 
our  minds  that  they  believed  it  to  be  human  flefh,  an  impreffion  which 
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it  was  highly  expedient  (hould  be  done  away.  To  fatisfy  tliem  that  it 
was  the  flefh  of  the  deer,  we  pointed  to  the  (kins  of  the  animal  they 
had  about  them.  In  reply  to  this  they  pointed  to  each  otlu  r,  and 
made  figns  that  could  not  be  mifunderflood,  that  it  was  tlie  flefh  of  hu- 
man beings,  and  threw  it  down  in  the  dirt,  with  gcflures  oi'  great  aver- 
fion  and  difpleafure.  At  length  we  happily  convinced  them  of  their 
miftake  by  fliewing  them  a  haunch  we  had  in  the  boat,  by  which  means 
they  were  undeceived,  and  fome  of  them  ate  of  the  remainder  of  the 
pye  with  a  good  appetite. 

This  behaviour,  whilft  in  fome  meafure  tending  to  fubfl:antiate  their 
knowledge  or  fufpicions  that  fuch  barbarities  have  exifl:ence,  led  us  to 
conclude,  that  the  chara6ler  given  of  the  natives  of  North- Weft  America 
does  not  attach  to  every  tribe.     Thefe  people  have  been  reprefented 
not  only  as  accuftomed  inhumanly  to  devour  the  flefh  of  their   con- 
quered enemies ;  but  alfo  to  keep  certain  fervants,  or  rather  flaves,  of 
their  own  nation,  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  making  the  principal  part  of 
the  banquet,  to  fatisfy  the  unnatural  favage  gluttony  of  the  chiefs  of  this 
country,  on  their  vifits  to  each  other.     Were  fuch  barbarities  praftifed 
once  a  month,  as  is  ftated,  it  would  be  natural  to  fuppofe  thefe  people 
fo  inured,  would  not  have  fliewn  the  leaft  averfion  to  eating  flefh  of 
any  defcription ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  not  polfible  to  conceive  a  great- 
er degree  of  abhorrence  than  was  manifefted  by  thefe  good  people,  un- 
til their  minds  were  made  perfectly  eafy,  that  it  was  not  human  flefh,  we 
offered  them  to  cat.     This  inftance  muft  neceffarily  exonerate  at  leaft 
this  particular  tribe  from  fo  barbarous  a  praftice ;   and,  as  their  aftinity 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Nootka,  and  of  the  fea-coaft,  to  the  fouth  of  that 
place,  in  their  manners  and  cuftoms,  admits  of  little  difference,  it  is  but 
charitable  to  hope  thofe  alfo,  on  a  more  minute  inquiry,  may  be  found 
not  altogether  deferving  fuch  a  chara6ler.      They  are  not,  however, 
free  from  the  general  failing  attendant  on  a  favage  life.     One  of  them 
having  taken  a  knife  and  fork  to  imitate  our  manner  of  eating,  found 
means  to  fecrete  them  under  his  garment ;  but,  on  his  being  detefted, 
gave  up  his  plunder,  with  the  utmoft  good  humour  and  unconcern. 
They  accompanied  us  from  three  or  four  miferable  huts,  near  the 
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place  where  we  had  dined,  for  about  four  miles ;  during  which  time  they 
exchanged  the  only  things  they  had  to  difpofe  of,  their  bows,  arrows, 
and  fpcars,  in  the  moll  fair  and  honcfl  manner,  for  hawk's  bells,  buttons, 
beads,  and  fuch  ufelefs  commodities. 

The  firfl  information  of  the  natives,  we  found  perfe611y  correft  ;  and 
it  was  not  long  before  we  had  every  reafon  to  give  credit  to  the  fccond, 
by  finding  the  inlet  divided  into  two  branches,  one  taking  a  northerly 
direftion  towards  the  fliips,  giving  that,  which,  in  the  morning,  we  had 
confidered  to  be  the  weftern  fliore  of  the  main  inlet,  the  appearance  of 
an  ifland,  8  or  9  leagues  in  circuit ;  the  other  flretched  to  the  fouth- 
wellward  ;  and  into  which  ran  a  very  flrong  tide.  Although  there  was  lit- 
tle doubt  of  our  having  been  preceded  in  the  examination  of  this  branch, 
yet,  as  the  ftrength  of  the  influx  indicated  its  extremity  to  be  at  fome 
diflance,  I  determined,  as  we  were  well  fupplied  for  the  excurfion,  to 
embrace  the  advantage  of  fo  favorable  an  opportunity  of  keeping  the 
larboard  fliore  on  board,  and  of  examining  fuch  inlets  as  might  be  found 
leading  to  the  left ;  that,  in  the  event  of  Mr.  Puget  having  been  unable 
to  accomplifh  the  taflc  afTigned  him,  our  furvey  might  be  completed 
without  another  expedition  into  this  region.  With  the  affiflance  of  the 
flrong  tide,  we  rapidly  paffed  through  a  fair  navigable  channel,  near 
half  a  league  wide,  with  foundings  from  24  to  30  fathoms,  free  from  any 
appearance  of  fhoals,  rocks,  or  other  interruptions.  The  eaftern  fhore 
was  found  nearly  ftrait  and  compaft ;  but  on  the  weflern,  three  wide 
openings  were  feen,  whofe  terminations  were  not  diflinguifhable ;  and 
the  flrength  with  which  the  tide  flowed  into  the  two  northernmoft,  induced 
us  to  confider  them  as  very  extenfive. 

Having  advanced  in  a  direftion  s.  32  w.  about  3  leagues  from  the 
fouth,  or  inner  point  of  entrance,  into  an  opening,  fituated  in  latitude 
■il"  ^9'h  longitude  237° 42',  we  halted  about  eight  in  the  evening  for  the 
night,  on  a  fmall  ifland,  lying  about  a  mile  from  the  eaftern  fhore. 
The  general  charafter  of  the  fituation  in  which  we  had  now  arrived, 
indicated  it  to  be  a  continuation  of  the  main  branch  of  the  inlet,  we 
had  been  thus  long  navigating.  The  infulated  appearance  of  its  weflern 
fide,  the  rapidity  of  the  flood  tide,  and  its  increafing  width,  gave  us  rea- 
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Ton  to  fuppofe  we  fliould  find  it  Rill  more  extcnfive.  Wliilft  employed 
in  arranging  our  matters  for  the  night,  we  difcovered,  coming  out  of 
the  fouthernmoft  opening,  two  fmull  vefTels,  which,  at  finl,  were  taken 
for  Indian  canoes,  but,  on  ufing  our  glafli^s,  they  were  eonfuiered  to  be 
our  two  boats.  The  evening  was  cloudy  ;  and,  clohng  in  very  foon, 
prevented  a  politive  decifion.  The  original  idea  was,  however,  fome- 
what  confirmed  on  firing  two  mulkets,  which  were  not  anfwered. 

During  the  night,  we  had  fome  rain,  with  a  frefl"  gale  from  the  s.E. 
which  abated  by  the  morning  ;  the  rain  Ilill  continued,  but  not  fo  vio- 
lently as  to  prevent  our  proceeding.  At  four  o'clock  on  funday  morn- 
ing, we  again  embarked,  and  fleered  about  s.w.  by  s.  ;  in  which  di- 
re6lion  the  inlet  feemed  to  (Ircteli  to  fome  diftance  ;  and  the  ajjpear- 
ance  of  the  fouthern  land  ga\"e  rife  to  an  opinion  of  its  terminating 
in  a  river.  The  fpace  we  had  fo  confidered  was,  by  fe\'en  o'clock,  pro- 
ved to  be  a  low  fwampy  compaft  fhore,  forming  the  fouthern  extremity 
of  the  inlet  in  this  direftion,  about  2  leagues  from  our  lad  refting  place. 
The  inlet  here  terminated  in  an  expaniive  though  fliallow  ba)^  acrofs 
which  a  flat  of  fand  extended  upwards  of  a  mile  from  its  fliores  ;  on 
which  was  lying  an  immenfe  quantity  of  drift  wood,  confiding  chiefly 
of  very  large  frees.  The  country  behind,  for  fome  dift^ance,  was  low, 
then  rofe  gradually  to  a  moderate  height ;  and,  like  the  eafl;ern  fhores 
of  the  inlet,  was  covered  with  wood,  and  diverfified  with  jjleafant  in- 
equalities of  hill  and  dale,  though  not  enriched  with  thofe  imaginary 
park  and  pleafure  grounds  we  had  been  accuftomed  to  behold  nearer 
to  the  fea  coafl ;  the  whole  prefenting  one  uninterrupted  wildernefs. 

From  hence  the  dircftion  of  the  inlet  was  about  n.w.  by  n.,  flill  prefer- 
ving  a  confiderable  width  ;  the  weftern  fliore  appearing  to  be  formed  by 
a  group  of  iflands.  Our  progrefs  was  a  little  retarded  by  the  rain  in 
the  forenoon ;  but,  about  mid-day  the  clouds  difpcrfed,  though  not  fuf- 
ficiently  early  to  procure  an  obfervation  for  th.c  latitude.  We  had  now 
reached  a  point  on  the  larboard  fliore,  where  the  inlet  was  again  divi- 
ded into  two  other  large  branches,  one  leading  to  the  fouth-weflward, 
the  other  towards  the  north.  As  my  plan  was  to  purfue  the  examina- 
tion of  the  larboard  fliore,  the  fouth-weft  branch  became  our  firfl  objtR. 
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'Ihis  we  found  divided  into  two  narrow  channels,  leat'ing  to  the  fouth 
ward,  with  the  appearance  of  two  fmall  coves  to  the  northward.     Vp 
the  wedernmod  of  the  former,  about  fix  miles,  we  took  up  our  abode 
for  the  night,  which  was  fercne  and  pleafant. 

Early  in  the  morning  we  again  ftarted,  and  foon  found  the  canal  >'^itJn'2*'' 
to  terminate  about  a  league  from  the  place  where  we  h  id  llept  the 
night  before,  as  the  reft  had  done,  in  low  fwampy  ground,  with  a  (hal- 
low fandy  bank  extending  to  fome  diftance  into  the  canal.  Here  we 
met,  as  had  been  frequently  the  cafe,  a  few  miferabje  Indians  in  their 
temporary  habitations ;  thefe  either  had  nothing  to  difpofe  of,  or  were 
not  inclined  to. have  intercourfe  with  us  ;  the  latter  (eemed  moll  proba- 
ble, as  our  vifit  was  not  attended  with  that  cordial  reception  we  had 
generally  experienced.  This  however  might  have  been  occafioned  by 
our  having  difturbed  them  unufually  early  from  their  reft ;  we  made 
them  fome  prefents  which  they  accepted  very  coolly,  and  having  fatis- 
fied  ourfelves  with  the  extent  of  the  inlet  in  this  dire6lion  we  returned, 
and  about  nine  o'clock  landed  to  breakfaft  about  two  miles  within  the 
main  entrance  of  the  fouth-weft  branch.  We  left  behind  us  to  the  weft- 
ward  the  appearance  of  two  or  three  fmall  iflands  or  points,  that  might 
form  fimilar  inlets  to  thofe  we  had  already  examined,  leading  to  the 
fouth.  Thefe  could  be  of  little  extent,  as  fcarcely  any  vifible  tide  was 
tbund  in  the  narroweft  parts. 

From  the  length  of  time  alfo  that  the  otlier  boats  had  been  abfent  previ- 
ous to  our  departure  from  the  ftiips,  together  with  the  appearance  and  di- 
rettion  of  the  inlet,  I  entertained  little  doubt  that  the  greater  part  of  what 
we  had  feen,  as  alfo  that  which  we  were  now  leaving  unexplored,  had  un- 
dergone the  examination  of  Mr.  Puget  and  Mr.  Whidbey.  Thi;;  iduced  me 
to  return  on  board,  confidering  we  were  now  palfing  our  time  to  little  pur- 
pofe ;  and  as  the  branch  of  the  main  inlet  before  us  ftretching  t*o  the  north- 
ward, prefented  every  profpeft  of  communicating  with  fome  of  thofe  we 
had  pafted  on  faturday  evening,  we  purfued  that  route.  The  fituation  we 
quitted  this  morning,  according  to  my  furvey,  was  in  latitude  47°  3', 
longitude  237°  18',  r.bout  17  leagued  from  the  fea  coaft  of  New  Albion, 
towards  which,  from  the  moderate  height  of  the  country,  there  could 
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be  liiilo  doubt  ofancafy  intercourfe  by  land.  About  noon  we  landed 
on  ;i  point  of"  the  eallern  (hore,  whofe  latitude  is  47°  15'-^-,  longitude 
237"  1 7  J.  From  hence  we  proceeded  with  a  pleafant  foutherly  gale,  to  af- 
ccrtain  if  any  communication  exifted,  as  we  had  before  conjc6lured. 
'i'he  further  we  advanced  the  more  doubtful  it  became,  until  at  length 
about  3  leagues  north  of  the  above  point,  it  terminated  like  all  the  other 
canals  in  a  (hallow  flat  before  a  low  fwampy  bog.  Here  we  dined,  and 
about  four  in  the  afternoon  fet  out  on  our  return  by  the  way  we  had 
come,  purpofing  to  Hop  for  the  night  at  a  cove  a  little  to  tlie  fouth  of 
the  point  we  were  upon  at  noon,  where  we  arrived  about  nine  in  the 
evening.  Mr.  Johnftone,  who  had  kept  along  the  weftern  fliore  in 
order  to  look  into  a  fmall  opening  we  had  pafled  in  failing  down,  had 
the  advantage  by  being  on  the  weather  fhore,  and  had  arrived  a  fhort 
time  before  us.  He  informed  me  the  opening  was  very  narrow,  and 
could  extend  but  a  little  way  before  it  joined  that  whif  h  we  had  quitted 
this  morning.  Whilfl;  he  was  on  fhore  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  the 
necclfary  angles,  a  deer  came  down  to  the  beach,  which  Mr.  Le  Mefu- 
rier,  the  gentleman  who  had  attended  him  in  the  boat,  fired  at,  and  for- 
tunately killed.  It  proved  to  be  a  very  fine  buck,  and  afforded  our 
people  a  good  frefh  meal,  which  was  fome  compenfation  for  the  difap- 
pointment  we  experienced  in  not  finding  a  palfage  home  by  the  route 
we  had  lately  purfued. 
Tuefclay  29.  About  day-break,  as  ufual,  on  the  morning  of  the  29th,  we  again 
refumed  our  voyage  towards  the  fhips,  which  were  now  diftant  about 
45  miles.  Towards  noon  we  landed  on  the  north  point  of  entrance 
into  the  fecond  opening  we  had  pafled  on  faturday  evening  ;  the  lati- 
tude of  which  is  47°  i^'-^.  The  ftrength  of  the  ebb  tide  facilitated  our 
progrefs,  and  our  conje6lures  were  foon  proved  to  have  been  well 
founded  in  this  being  the  fame  inlet,  which  I  had  dire6ied  the  other  party 
to  examine.  We  were  carried  with  great  rapidity  for  fome  time  up  the 
branch  leading  to  the  northward,  and  through  this  channel  we  arrived 
in  the  evening  on  board,  without  feeing  any  other  opening  leading  to 
the  weftward.  The  land  compofing  the  eaftem  fliore  of  this  channel, 
and  the  wefl;ern  fliore  of  that  we  had  purfued  on  faturday  morning, 
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was  now  afcertained  to  be  the  moft  cxtenfive  idand  we  had  }'ct  met  with 
in  our  ("evcral  examinations  of  this  coad ;  which  after  my  friend  Captain 
Vaflion  of  the  navy,  I  have  dillinguiflied  by  the  name  of  Vashon's 
Island. 

Late  on  the  preceding  faturday  night,  or  rather  on  funday  morning, 
our  other  party  had  returned.  It  was  them  we  had  fcen  the  lirll  even- 
ing of  our  excurfion  from  the  idand,  and  they  very  diftin6}iy  faw  our 
fire :  but  as  they  did  not  hear  the  report  of  the  muflccts,  concluded  it  a 
fire  of  the  natives,  not  having  the  leaft  idea  of  any  of  our  boats  being 
in  that  neighbourhood.  They  had  explored  all  thofe  parts  of  the  inlet 
we  had  pafled  by,  and  found  the  three  openings  we  left  unexamined,  the 
firft  afternoon,  leading  to  the  weftward,  to  be  channels  dividing  that  fliorc 
into  three  iflands ;  and  thofe  we  had  not  attended  to  on  monday  morning 
formed  two  fmall  branches  leading  to  the  s.  w. ;  the  wefternmoft  of  which 
extends  to  the  latitude  of  47"  6',  about  2  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  our 
refearches  in  that  direftion  ;  that  in  which  the  deer  was  fhot  communica- 
ted with  the  s.w.  branch  of  the  inlet  by  a  very  narrow  channel.  They 
had  alfo  pafled  the  opening  we  had  purfued  leading  towards  mount 
Rainier;  but  agreeably  to  my  direftions  had  not  profecuted  its  examina- 
tion ;  the  termination  of  every  other  opening  in  the  land  they  had  afcer- 
tained. Thus  by  our  joint  efforts,  we  had  completely  explored  every 
turning  of  this  extenfive  inlet ;  and  to  commemorate  Mr.  Puget's  exer- 
tions, the  fouth  extremity  of  it  I  named  Puget's  Sound. 

The  Chatham  had  failed  on  monday,  and  Mr.  Whidbey  had  departed 
in  the  Difcovery's  launch  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  into  efFe6l  the 
orders  I  had  left  with  Mr.  Broughton. 

Mr.  Puget  had  little  more  to  communicate  refpefting  his  late  expe- 
dition than  what  had  fallen  under  my  own  obfervations,  excepting  the 
diforderly  behaviour  of  an  Indian  tribe  he  had  met  with  at  fome  dif- 
tance  up  the  firft  arm  leading  to  the  weftward  within  the  narrows, 
whofe  conduft  had  materially  differed  from  that  of  the  natives  in  gene- 
ral ;  and  in  particular  from  that  of  a  party  confifting  of  about  twenty 
natives  whom  they  had  before  feen  in  that  route,  and  who  had  beha\cd 
with  their  ufual  friendftiip  and  civility.    In  this  arm  they  found  the  ftiores 
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in  general  lew  and  well  woodcrl.  About  eight  in  the  evening,  attended 
l)y  ioiiie  of  the  natives  in  two  canoes,  they  landed  for  the  night.  Thcfe 
people  could  not  be  invited  nearer  our  party  than  about  an  hundred 
vards,  where  they  remained  attentive  to  all  the  ojjerations  until  the  tents 
were  pitched,  when  it  became  neceflary  to  dil'charge  Tome  loaded  muf- 
kets,  the  noile  of  which  they  heard  without  any  apparent  furprize,  and 
exclaimed  poo  !  after  every  report.  They  foon  afterwards  paddled  away 
to  the  weftward.  The  next  morning  Mr.  Paget  proceeded  up  the  arm, 
which  took  a  n.  e.  direftion  about  a  mile  wide,  narrowing  as  they  ad- 
vanced to  one  fourth  of  that  width  ;  the  foundings  were  found  regular 
from  8  to  13  fathoms.  In  this  fituation  they  faw  a  canoe  making  to- 
wards them,  on  which  they  refted  on  their  oars  to  wait  its  approach. 
The  canoe  fuddenly  (topped,  and  no  offers  of  prefents,  nor  figns  of 
friendly  inclinations,  could  induce  the  Indians  to  venture  near  the  boat. 
In  order  to  remove  their  apprehenfions,  Mr.  Puget  faftened  fome  me- 
dals, copper,  and  trinkets,  to  a  piece  of  wood  which  he  left  floating  on 
the  water ;  and  when  the  boat  was  at  a  fufficient  diftance,  the  Indians 
picked  it  up.  Afi^r  repeating  this  twice  or  thrice  they  ventured,  though 
not  without  fome  trepidation,  alongfide  the  boats.  In  their  perfons 
they  feemed  more  robuft  than  the  generality  of  the  inhabitants ;  moft  of 
them  had  loft  their  light  eye,  and  were  much  pitted  with  the  fmall-pox. 
They  now  attended  the  boats  for  a  (hort  time,  and  having  received  fome 
additional  prefents,  returned  to  the  fliore.  The  whole  of  their  condwft 
exhibited  much  fufpicion  and  diflruft.  When  any  quedion  was  endea- 
\'oured  to  be  put  to  them,  they  replied  by  poo  !  poo  !  pointing  at  the 
fame  time  to  a  Hnall  ifland  on  which  the  party  had  breakfafted,  and 
where  fome  birds  had  been  {hot.  They  feemed  well  acquainted  with 
the  value  of  iron  and  copper,  but  would  not  difpofe  of  their  weapons, 
or  any  other  article  in  exchange  for  either.  About  noon  the  party 
landed  to  dine ;  and  whilft  they  were  preparing  to  haul  the  feine  b(  fore 
a  frefh  water  brook,  fix  canoes  were  feen  paddling  liaftily  round  the 
point  of  the  cove  they  were  in,  and  dire6ling  their  courfe  towards  tlie 
boats.  The  fufpicious  behaviour  of  thofe  whom  they  had  paricd  with 
in  the  morning,  rendered  it  highly  expedient  that  they  fhould  be  11  pen 
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their  guard  iigainft  any  IkjIIIIc  defign  oF  tluTe  j)cople;  on  whofe  ap- 
proach, a  hue  on  the  heach  was  drawn,  to  feparate  the  two  parties  from 
each  other  ;  which  was  readily  undcrllood,  and  obeyed.  They  now 
divided  their  numbers  into  two  lets,  one  remaining  on  fhore  with  their 
bows  and  quivers,  tlie  other  retiring  to  their  canoes,  where  they  quietly 
feated  themfelves. 

Thus,  with  every  appearance  of  good  order  being  eflabliflied,  the 
officers  went  to  dinner,  on  an  elevated  fpot  a  few  yards  from  the 
water-fide,  where  the  crews  were  dining  in  their  refpeftive  boats,  and 
in  readineiis  to  aft  in  cafe  of  any  alarm.  On  a  feventh  canoe  joining  the 
Indian  party,  thofe  on  the  beach  immediately  embarked ;  and  the  whole 
number,  amounting  to  twenty-four  perfons,  evidently  entered  into  a  con- 
fultation,  during  which  they  frecjuently  pointed  to  thofe  in  the  boats,  as 
well  as  to  the  orficers  on  the  hill.  This  conduft  tended  to  increafe  the 
fufpicions  that  their  inclinations  weie  otherwife  than  friendly,  however 
imprudent  ihey  might  deem  it,  on  the  prcfent  mon.ent,  to  carry  their 
intentions  into  exeeuiion.  But  as  our  party  could  not  be  furprized, 
and  as  the)'  were  ready  to  acl  immediateh'  on  the  defenfive,  Mr,  Pugct 
and  the  other  gentlemen  did  not  confider  their  fituation  alarming,  and 
preferred  quietly  fmidung  their  repaft,  to  that  of  indicating  any  figns  of 
diflruft  or  apprehenfion,  by  a  ])recipitate  retreat.  Towards  the  con- 
clufion  of  their  conference,  three  of  tlieir  canoes  were  dealing  near  to 
the  boats  ;  but,  on  finding  they  were  difcovered  by  the  officers,  inftantly 
returned.  At  this  time,  an  eighth  canoe  joined  the  party ;  on  which  all 
of  them  paddled  to  the  beach,  jumped  on  Ihore,  and  flrung  their  bows. 
This  was  manifefllv  preparing  for  an  attack,  as  they  had  not  ever  been 
feen,  on  any  former  occafion,  with  their  bows  Ihung.  7  he  very  man 
who  appeared  the  principal  in  the  canoe,  they  had  met  in  the  morning, 
and  w-itii  whom  fo  much  trouble  was  taken  to  obtain  his  good  opinion, 
now  U  lined  the  leader  of  this  party ;  and,  with  an  arrow  acrofs  his 
bow  in  leadinefs  for  immediate  u(e,  advanced  towards  the  Ihition  of  the 
oflicx  ts,  wlulft  others  of  the  party  were  moving  that  way.  Such  inea- 
fures  however  were  prudently  reforted  to,  without  proceeding  to  extre- 
mities, as  obliged  them  all  to  retreat  to  the  line  of  fcparation,  where 
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they  again  held  a  clofc  and  long  confultaiion  ;  and  our  gentlemen  having 
now  no  objed  to  detain  them  on  ihore,  they  re-embarked,  leaving  the 
Indians  at  the  line  of"  reparation,  Iharpcning  their  arrows  and  Ipears 
on  Rones,  apparently  much  inclined,  though  irnrolutc,  to  attempt  ho- 
Ailities.  In  this  undecided  flate  of  their  minds.  Mr.  Puget  thought  it 
might  anfwer  a  good  purjDofc  to  lire  a  fwivel,  lliotted;  the  effed  of" 
which,  might  teach  them  to  relpcd,  hereafter,  our  powers  of"  defence, 
and  induce  them,  on  the  prefent  occahon,  to  piefer  a  pacific  deport- 
ment, and  preferve  the  lives  of  many,  that  muff  liave  been  loff,  had 
they  been  fo  injudicious  as  to  have  commenced  an  attack.  Although, 
on  the  report  of  the  gun,  or  the  didant  effetl  of  the  fliot,  which  was 
fired  over  the  water,  not  the  leafl  vihble  aftonifliment  or  apprehenfion 
was  cxprefTed,  yet,  the  meafure  was  almofl.  inflantly  attended  with  every 
expefted  good  confequence.  Their  bows  were  foon  unflrung  ;  and  in- 
ftead  of  their  menacing  a  combat,  their  weapons  became  articles  of 
traffic,  in  common  with  other  trifles  they  had  to  difpofe  of,  for  copper, 
buttons,  knives,  beads,  and  other  ornaments ;  in  which  friendly  inter- 
courfe,  they  accompanied  the  boats  until  towards  the  evening,  when  they 
peaceably  took  their  leave,  and  returned  to  their  home. 

From  Mr.  Puget  I  likewife  undcrflood,  that,  in  the  courfe  of  his  ex- 
curfion,  liimfelf  and  party  had  vifited,  and  had  received  the  vifits  of 
fcveral  other  tribes  of  Indians,  whofe  behaviour  had  been  imiformly 
civil,  courteous,  and  friendly,  "Why  that  party,  whofe  unfriendly  in- 
tentions were  too  evident  to  be  miflaken,  fhould  have  been  induced  to 
affume,  without  the  leafl  provocation,  a  charafter  fo  diametrically  oppofite 
to  that  which,  in  every  other  inltance,  feemed  to  govern  their  general 
conduft,  is  certainly  very  myflcrious,  and  renders  the  foregoing  an  ex- 
traordinary circumflance,  for  which  it  is  difficult  to  account. 

The  country  we  had  mutually  explored,  did  not  appear,  to  either 
party,  from  our  tranfient  view  of  it,  materially  to  differ  from  that  which 
has  already  been  defcribed,  either  in  its  feveral  produdions  from  the 
foil,  or  in  its  general  appearance  of  fertility.  It  did  not,  howe\  er,  pof- 
fefs  that  beautiful  variety  of  landfcape;  being  an  almoft  impenetrable 
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\vi!(li*rncls  of  lofty  trees,  rendered  nearly  iinpaffable  by  the  underwood,       '792- 
wliicli  unifornily  ineurnhers  the  furfaee,  U  -y-  ■^ 

B)'  tlie  tenninaiion  of  the  wellern  range  of  fnowy  mountains  in  their 
fouihcrn  direflion,  taking  phiee  conliderably  to  the  north-\veIlward,  and 
the  more  elevaK^d  land  intereepting  the  view  of  fueii  mouniains  as  inay 
extend  lioni  tiieeadern  range,  fouthward  of  mount  Rainier,  we  v.  ere  prc- 
lenled  with  more  than  the  wliolc  foutliern  horizon  of  land  moderately 
high,  extending  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  diverfified  by  eminenecs 
and  vallics,  affording  a  probability  of  an  eafy  intercourfe  by  land  with 
tlie  lea  coall ;  where,  fome  places  of  (helter  for  fmall  velfels  yet  may  pof- 
fibly  be  found,  which,  in  the  event  of  an  eflablifliment  being  formed, 
would  prove  highly  advantageous. 

Tlie  fcarcity  of  water  has  before  been  mentioned  as  the  only  difadvan- 
tagc  that  tlie  interior  country  feemed  to  labour  under;  but  in  Mr.  Puget's 
furvey,  a  greater  fupply  of  water  was  found  than  in  the  inlets  and 
bays  that  underwent  my  own  particular  examination.  The  country  had 
alfo  been  confidered  by  us  as  nearly  deftitute  of  inhabitants  :  but  this 
opinion  we  found  to  be  erroneous,  from  the  other  party  having,  by  ac- 
cident, fallen  in  with  near  an  hundred  and  fifty  Indians,  and  having  fcen 
feveral  deferted  villages. 

The  point  near  our  prefent  ftation,  forming  the  north  point  of  the 
bay,  hitherto  called  the  Village  point,  I  have  diflinguiflied  by  the  name 
of  Restoration  Point,  having  celebrated  that  memorable  event, 
whilft  at  anchor  under  it ;  and  from  the  refult  of  my  obfervations,  made 
on  the  fpot,  it  is  fituated  in  latitude  47°  30',  longitude  237°  46'.  Dur- 
ing our  flay  the  tides  were  obferved  to  be  materially  affetted,  by  the  di- 
re6lion  or  force  of  the  winds,  not  only  in  refpetl  to  their  rile  and  fall, 
but  as  to  the  time  of  high  water.  The  former  feldom  exceeded  7  or 
8  feet:  and  the  latter  generally  took  place  about  4'' 10'  after  the  moon 
paffed  the  meridian.  The  variation  of  the  compafs,  by  fix  fets  of  azi- 
muths taken  on  board,  differing  from  18°  to  22",  gave  the  mean  refult 
of  19°  36'  eaft  variation. 

Nothing  occurring  to  detain  us,  on  wednefday  morning,  with  a  plea-  Wedncf.ao, 
fant  foutherly  breeze,  we  direfted  our  courfe  to  the  opening  under  the 
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•  702.  examination  of  Mr.  Broughton;  the  cntriiMCC  of  whiih  lirs  from  RcOo- 
'_  -^  _■  ration  jjoint,  N.  20  1..,  5  leagues  didaiu.  'llu'  l)rc'c/t',  as  was  ufiia!,  (ly- 
ing away,  we  advanced  very  flowly  ;  towards  noon,  it  was  fiiceeeded  by 
a  N.w.  wind,  accompanied  with  the  flood-iiflc,  (o  that,  bv  the  time 
we  had  worked  up  the  opening,  the  eh!',  tide  was  returning  not  only 
with  great  Urength,  but  attended  by  a  Ion  of  counter  tide,  or  under 
tow,  that  fo  affe6k'd  the  fhip,  as  to  render  her  almod  unmanageable, 
notwithftanding  we  had  a  frelh  breeze,  and  were  allilh'd  in  working  in 
by  our  boats.  Having  advanced  about  ,'j  miles  within  the  entrance, 
which  we  found  about  half  a  league  acrofs,  and,  in  die  evening,  feeing 
no  appearance  of  the  Chatham,  a  gun  was  fired,  which  was  immediately 
anfwered  from  behind  a  point  of  land,  on  the  ftarboard,  or  eaflcrn 
fhore,  where,  foon  afterwards,  we  faw  the  Chatham  bearing  a  light  at 
her  maft-head  for  our  guidance;  and,  though  within  the  dilhmce  of  2 
miles,  it  was  near  midnight  before  we  anchored  in  32  fathoms  water, 
about  a  cable's  length  from  her  :  not  having  been  able  to  gain  foundings 
with  no  fathoms  of  line,  until  we  reached  tliis  ilation. 
TiiuifJay3i.  The  next  morning,  we  found  ourlelves  about  a  cable's  length  from 
the  fhore,  in  a  capacious  found  ;  whofe  entrance  bore  by  compals  from 
S.2W.  to  s.3o\\'.,  about  6  miles  from  us.  from  whence  it  extended  in 
a  true  n.n.k.  diretlion.  To  the  north  was  a  high  round  ifland,  bearing 
from  N.  18  \N'.  to  N.  33  \v, ;  on  each  fide  of  which  an  opening  was  feen 
ftretching  to  tlie  northward.  Thele  openings  were  feparated  by  a  high 
narrow  (lip  of  land,  which  alio  appeared  to  be  infulated.  The  eaftern 
fide  of  the  found  formed  a  deep  bay,  apparently  bounded  bv  Iblid  com- 
p?6l  land  of  a  moderate  height. 

Mr.  Bioughton  informed  me,  he  had  navigated  the  call  fide  of  the 
round  idand  in  the  brig,  and  had  examined  the  eafiern  (hore  of  the 
found,  which  was,  as  it  a])pearrd  to  be,  a  compaft  (horc.  Mr.  Whid- 
bey,  in  our  launch.  accomi)anicd  by  Lieutenant  Hanibn  in  the  Chatham's, 
had,  on  the  29th,  been  diljiatched  to  the  two  openings  to  the  northward, 
with  directions  to  examine  the  right-hand,  or  eallernmon,  firft  ;  and,  on 
finding  its  termination,  to  return  with  fuch  information  to  the  Chatham, 
before  {Iwy  proceeded  to  \ifit  the  otlter ;  tiiat,  in  tiie  event  of  the  Dif- 
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tovpry s  arrival  prcvi  )iis  to  liicir  return,  the  vrfTcls  ini^Iii  follow  iluin 
in  Inch  piufuit,  obfi-rviiij^  to  keep  on  ilio  cailrrn  llion;  until  ilicy  liiould 
find  it  divided  into  two  brnnclics.  Ihis  being  the  tliird  day  of  thi  ir  ub- 
fence,  it  was  concluded  they  had  found  the  callci  iinioll  opeiung  to  be  of 
confiderable  extent;  in  confequence  of  which  I  determined  to  follow 
them,  but  the  weatiier  being  calm  and  gloomy,  with  foine  rain,  we  were 
prevented  moving.  On  a  low  point  oi  land  near  the  (hip,  I  obferved  the 
latitude  to  be  47°  57'-^.  longitude  237*58'.  A  light  favorable  bri'c/e 
[prang  up  fhortly  after  noon  ;  but  before  the  anchor  was  at  the  (hip's 
bows  it  again  fell  calm,  with  much  rain,  which  obliged  us  to  remain 
(juiet.  The  Chatham  however  weighed,  and  being  (bon  off  the  bank, 
which  docs  not  reach  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  fhore,  was  inflantly 
out  of  foundings,  and  was  driven  by  the  ebb-tide  until  nine  in  the  even- 
ing to  the  entrance  of  tlie  found.  At  this  time  a  fredi  foutherly  breeze 
fpringing  up  we  weighed,  and  tliretled  our  courfc  northward,  to  pafs 
on  the  weflern  fide  of  the  round  ifland. 

We  had  now  been  (lationary  upwards  of  twenty  hours,  and  during 
that  time  the  tide  or  current  had  condantly  fat  out ;  the  like  was oblcrved 
by  Mr.  Broughton  during  his  continuance  in  the  lame  place.  The  fouth- 
erly wind,  attended  by  a  heavy  fall  of  rain,  foon  became  Co  faint,  that 
by  eleven  at  night  we  had  proceeded  only  5  miles.  Here  we  were 
obliged  to  anchor  in  20  faihoins  water,  hard  fandy  bottom,  near  half 
way  between  the  idand  and  the  point  that  divides  the  two  openings, 
which  are  about  a  league  afunder. 

About  lix  in  the  morning  of  June  the  id,  a{rin.edbv  the  fltvxl  tide,  and 
alight  ("outh-eaderly  wind,  we  proceeded  up  the  eaftern  arm;  the  en- 
trance of  which  is  about  a  mile  wide,  with  foundings  from  75  to  80 
fathoms,  dark  fandy  bottom.  The  weatJier  being  rainy,  calm,  or  at- 
tended with  light  variable  winds,  mod  of  the  forenoon  we  made  little 
progrefs.  During  this  interval  the  Chatham  gained  fome  advantage  of 
US,  and  about  noon  proceeded  with  a  favorable  breeze  from  the  fouth- 
ward  up  the  opening.  The  haze  wliich  had  obfcured  the  land  all  the 
fore  part  of  the  day,  gave  the  inlet  an  extenfive  appearance,  without 
iiny  vifible  termination :    but  on  the  fog's  difperfing,  it  fcemed  to  be 
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clofed  in  every  diredion,  excepting  that  by  which  we  had  entered;  but 
as  foundings  could  not  be  gained  with  50  fathoms  of  line,  we  continued 
our  courfe  up  the  inlet  until  about  two  o'clock,  at  which  time  we  had 
advanced  6  miles  from  the  entrance ;  and  being  perfeftly  fatisfied  that 
the  inlet  finifhed  in  the  manner  common  to  all  we  had  hitherto  exa- 
mined, the  fignal  was  made  for  the  Chatham  to  bring  up,  and  we  fhort- 
en^d  fail  accordingly.  In  a  few  minutes  flie  was  difcovered  to  be 
a-ground,  and  had  made  the  fignal  for  afliftance.  On  this  we  ftood  to- 
wards her,  and  anchored  about  a  mile  from  her  in  20  fathoms  water, 
fandy  bottom,  and  about  half  that  diftance  from  the  eadern  (hore,  which 
was  the  neareft  land.  Our  boats  were  immediately  fent  to  her  relief; 
but  as  the  tide  fubfided  very  faft,  they  could  only  lay  out  anchors  for 
heaving  her  off  on  the  returning  flood.  Although  the  upper  part  of  the 
inlet  had  appeared  to  be  perfeftly  clofed,  yet  it  was  not  impoflTible  a 
channel  might  exift  on  the  weflern  or  oppofite  (hore,  which  by  inter- 
locking points  might  have  been  invifible  to  us  on  board,  and  through 
which  our  abfent  party  might  have  found  a  paflage.  To  afcertain  this 
faft,  I  went  in  the  yawl,  and  found  the  depth  of  water  fuddenly  to  de- 
creafe  on  leaving  the  (hip  to  lo,  7,  and  2  fathoms.  We  continued  our 
refearches  in  1  and  2  fathoms  water  to  the  oppofite  fide,  where  we 
landed  nearly  a-breaft  of  the  fhip,  and  found  the  fhores  of  the  inlet  to  be 
ftrait,  compaft,  and  about  two  miles  apart.  In  feveral  places  we  at- 
tempted to  land  near  the  upper  end,  but  found  ourfelves  as  often  re- 
pulfed  by  a  flat  fandy  flioal,  which  extended  directly  acrofs.  The  land 
there  feemed  of  a  fwampy  nature,  was  thinly  wooded,  and  thought  it,  was 
the  appearance  of  a  fhallow  rivulet  falling  into  the  fca  ;  further  back  it 
was  more  elevated,  and  the  furrounding  country  being  covered  with  a 
fimilar  growth  of  timber  to  that  before  noticed,  made  us  conclude  the 
land  to  be  equally  fertile. 

This  examination  perplexed  me  extremely  to  account  for  an  error  that 
had  certainly  taken  nlace.  For  under  the  convi61ion  that  this  inlet  had 
been  found  navigable  by  the  boats,  I  Ihould  not  have  hefitated  to  have 
profecuted  my  way  hither  in  the  ihip  at  midnight,  in  confequence  of 
the  party  not  having  made  any  report  to  the  contrary.     This  could  only 
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be  attributed  to  a  niifunderftandins  of  the  orders  given,  or  to  fomcun-       \Ti'- 

.)"""■■ 
fortunate  accident  having  befallen  them.     The  latter  we  had  no  reafon    v.— .,^^— / 

to  apprehend,  unlefs  from  an  attack  of  the  Indians,  which  was  not  very 
likcl)'  to  have  happened,  as  we  fa\\^  not  the  ieaft  indication  of  either  per- 
manent or  temporary  habitations.  I  called  on  board  the  Chatham  on 
my  return,  and  was  happy  to  underlland  that  there  was  little  pro- 
bability of  her  receiving  any  injury,  having  grounded  on  a  muddy  bank ; 
and  that  there  was  every  profpeft  of  her  floating  off  the  next  tide.  In 
founding  to  lay  out  their  anchors,  it  became  evident  that  in  the  very  di- 
reftion  in  which  they  had  failed  to  their  then  llation,  they  had  run  up- 
wards of  half  a  mile  on  this  bank  in  2  fathoms  water,  in  confequence 
of  the  unpardonable  negligence  of  the  man  at  the  lead,  who  had  an- 
nounced falfe  foundings,  and  for  which  he  was  defervedly  pumflied. 
She  was  hove  off  about  midnight,  and  anchored  near  us  without  having 
received  the  leafl;  damage. 

The  Cliatham  being  in  readinefs  by  ten  the  next  morning,  with  a  Saturday ;. 
light  northerly  breeze,  attended  with  gloomy  weather  and  fome  rain,  we 
direded  our  route  back  by  the  way  we  had  come,  and  it  was  not  until 
three  o'clock  that  we  reached  the  found,  where  we  again  anchored  in  50 
fathoms,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  eaflern  fliore,  and  about  fix  times 
tliat  diftance  to  the  eaflward  of  the  arm  we  had  quitted,  which  forms 
an  excellent  harbour,  well  flieltcred  from  all  winds  ;  but  during  our  fliort 
flay  there  we  faw  no  appearance  of  any  frefh  water.  Here  our  pofition 
was  before  a  fmall  bay,  into  which  flowed  two  excellent  flreams,  but 
thefe  were  fo  nearly  on  a  level  with  the  lea,  that  it  became  neceffary 
cither  to  procure  the  water  at  low  tide,  or  at  fome  diftance  up  the 
brook  ;  which  latter  was  eafily  effefted,  as  our  boats  were  admitted  to 
where  the  frefli  water  fell  from  the  elevated  land.  In  this  fituation  tlic 
obferved  latitude  was  48°  '/'j,  longitude  237"  57  j,  being  6  miles  s.  s.  e. 
from  our  lail  anchorage. 

As  there  was  little  doubt  now  remaining  that  the  party  had  proceeded 
to  the  examination  of  the  other  inlet,  and  as  the  weather  was  thick  and 
hazy  with  fome  rain,  a  gun  was  now  and  then  fired  to  dire6l  them  to 
the  fliips  in  cafe  they  fliould  be  on  their  return. 
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In  the  couiTe  of  tlie  afternoon  we  were  tolerably  fuccefsful  with  the 
feinc,  as  we  had  alfo  been  in  the  above  harbour,  in  taking  a  quantity 
of  fifh  finiilar  to  thofe  we  procured  in  port  Difeovery.  About  eight 
in  the  evening  we  had  the  fat'sfaftion  of  hearing  our  gun  anfwered; 
and  at  nine  the  boats  fafely  returned  to  the  veflels. 

Mr.  Whidbey  informed  me,  that  on  his  return  from  the  furvcy  of 
the  port  we  had  quitted  in  the  morning,  he  faw  the  Chatham  working  off" 
the  eait  end  of  the  round  ifland  at  (o  little  diftance,  that  he  concluded 
the  boats  could  not  have  efcaped  the  obiervation  of  thofe  on  board ; 
and  under  that  impreffion,  and  his  anxiety  to  forward  this  tedious  fer- 
vice,  he  had  availed  himfelf  of  a  favorable  foutherly  wind,  and  flood 
tide,  to  profecute  his  examination  of  the  other  branch,  whofe  entrance 
he  had  found  fomething  wider  than  the  harbour  we  had  left,  having  60 
fathoms  depth  of  water,  with  a  foft  muddy  bottom.  Its  general  direc- 
tion led  N.N.w^.  Having  advanced  about  four  miles,  they  found  on  a 
low  projefling  point  of  the  weflern  fliore,  a  village  containing  a  nume- 
rous tribe  of  the  natives.  But  as  my  orders,  as  well  as  the  general 
inclination  of  the  officers,  were  to  prevent  by  all  poffible  means  the 
chance  of  any  mifunderftanding,  it  was  the  uniform  praftice  to  avoid 
landing  in  the  prefence  of  confiderable  numbers  ;  and  as  it  was  now  the 
dinner  time  of  our  party,  Mr.  Whidbey  very  prudently  made  choice  of 
the  oppofite  fhore,  in  the  hope  of  making  a  quiet  meal  without  the  com- 
pany of  the  Indians.  Having  reached  the  place  where  tlu y  intended  to 
land,  they  were  met  by  upwards  of  two  hundred,  fome  in  their  canoes 
with  their  families,  and  others  walking  along  the  fhore,  attended  by 
about  forty  dogs  in  a  drove,  fhorn  clofe  to  the  fl^in  like  (heep.  Not- 
withftanding  their  numbers,  it  was  important  to  land  for  the  purpofe  of 
taking  angles ;  and  they  had  the  fatisfaftion  of  being  received  on  fliore 
with  every  mark  of  cordial  friendfhip.  Mr.  Whidbey  howev  er,  thought 
it  prudent  to  remain  no  longer  in  their  fociety  than  was  abfolutely  ne- 
cefl'ary  ;  and  having  finiflicd  the  bufinefs  for  which  he  had  landed,  he 
infl;antly  embarked,  and  continued  his  route  up  the  inlet  until  the  even- 
ing, when  he  landed  for  the  night  about  nine  miies  within  its  entrance 
In  the  morning  they  again  purlued  their  inquiry,  and  foon  alter  they 
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had  landed  to  brcakfaft,  they  were  vifited  by  a  large  canoe  full  of  In- 
dians, who  were  immediately  followed  by  an  hundred  more  of  the  na- 
tives, bringing  with  them  the  mats  for  covering  their  temporary  houfes, 
and,  feemingly,  every  other  article  of  value  belonging  to  them. 

On  landing,  which  they  did  without  the  leafl  hehtation,  their  behaviour 
was  courteous  and  friendly  in  the  highefl  degree.  A  middle-aged  man, 
to  all  appearance  the  chief  or  principal  perfon  of  the  party,  was  fore- 
moft  in  (hewing  marks  of  the  greateft  hofpitality  ;  and  perceiving  our 
party  were  at  breakfaft,  prefentcd  them  with  water,  roafted  roots,  dried 
fi(h,  and  other  articles  of  food.  This  perfon,  in  return,  received  fome 
prefents,  and  others  were  diftributed  amongft  the  ladies  and  fome  of  the 
party.  The  chief,  for  fo  we  mud  dillinguifh  him,  had  two  hangers, 
one  of  Spanilh,  the  other  of  Englifii  manufa6lure,  on  which  he  feemed 
to  fet  a  very  high  A'alue.  The  fituation  of  the  fpot  where  they  had 
landed  was  delightful;  the  fliores  on  each  fide  the  inlet  being  compofed 
of  a  low  country,  pleafingly  diverfified  by  hills,  dales,  extenfive  verdant 
lawns,  and  clear  fpaccs  in  the  midfl:  of  the  forelt,  together  with  the 
cordial  reception  they  had  met  from  the  natives,  induced  Mr.  Whidbey 
to  continue  his  examination  on  fliore  ;  on  which  occafion  he  was  accom- 
panied by  the  chief  and  feveral  of  the  party,  who  Conduced  themfelves 
with  the  greateft  propriety;  though  with  no  fmall  degree  of  civil  curio- 
fity  in  examining  his  clothes,  and  cxpreRing  a  great  dcfire  to  be  fatisficd 
as  to  the  colour  of  the  Ikin  they  covered ;  making  figns,  that  his  hands 
and  face  were  painted  white,  inllcad  of  being  black  or  red  like  their  own ; 
but  when  convinced  of  their  miftake  by  opening  his  waiftcoat,  their 
aftonifliment  was  inexprelhblc.  From  thefe  circumftances,  and  the  ge- 
neral tenor  of  their  behaviour,  Mr.  Whidbey  concluded  they  had  not 
before  Ren  any  Europeans,  though,  from  the  different  articles  they 
poffelfed,  it  was. evident  a  communication  had  taken  place;  probably, 
by  the  means  of  dillinft  trading  tribes.  The  people,  who  had  been  met 
in  that  inlet  removing  with  their  families,  and  all  their  moveable  property, 
were  not  unlikely  to  be  of  this  commercial  defcription ;  particularly,  as 
their  voyage  was  towards  the  fea-coalt,  where,  in  fome  convenient  fitu- 
ation  near  to   the  general  refort  of  Europeans,    they  might  fix  their 
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abode  until  an  opportunity  was  afTorded  tliem  to  barter  their  commodi- 
ties for  the  more  valuable  produflions  of  Europe,  which  are  afterwards 
difpofed  of  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  interior  country  at  a  very  exorbi- 
tant price.  This  circumftance  tends,  in  fome  degree,  to  corroborate  an 
opinion  hazarded  on  a  former  occafion  to  this  effe6^. 

On  the  boats  being  ordered  in  fliore  to  receive  Mr.  Whidbey  and  the 
gentlemen  who  had  attended  him  in  his  walk,  the  launch  grounded,  which 
was  no  fooner  perceived  by  the  Indian  chief,  than  he  was  foremoll  in 
ufing  every  exertion  to  fhove  her  off.  This  being  effetled,  and  the 
gentlemen  embarked,  mofl  of  thefe  good  people  took  their  leave,  and 
feemed  to  part  with  their  newly-acquired  friends  with  great  relu6lance. 
The  chief,  and  a  few  others,  accompanied  our  party,  until  they  had  ad- 
vanced about  fourteen  miles  from  the  entrance,  when  they,  very  civilly, 
took  their  departure ;  here  the  arm  branched  off  from  its  former  direc- 
tion of  about  N.N.W.,  to  the  Aveftward,  and  n.e.  The  latter  being  the 
objeft  of  their  purfuit,  they  foon  arrived  off  another  extenfive  and  po- 
pulous village,  whence  feveral  canoes  came  off  with  not  lefs  than  feventy 
of  the  natives  in  them  ;  and  feveral  others  were  feen  coming  from  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  fliore.  Thofe  who  approached  the  boats  conduced 
themfelves  with  the  utmofl  propriety,  fhewing,  by  repeated  invitations 
to  their  dwellings,  the  greateft  hofpitality,  and  making  figns,  that  they 
had  plenty  of  food  to  bellow.  In  thefe  intreaties  the  ladies  were  particu- 
larly earneff,  and  expreffed  much  chagrin  and  mortification  that  their 
offers  of  civility  were  declined.  As  the  boats  failed  pafl  the  village 
thofe  In  the  canoes  returned  to  the  fhorc. 

The  diredion  which  the  land  took  to  the  n.e.  condu6led  them  to  a 
confiderable  branch  whofe  outer  points  lie  from  each  other  N.  20  w., 
about  a  league  afunder.  From  its  caftern  fliore  a  fhallow  flat  of  fand, 
on  which  are  fome  rocky  iilets  and  rocks,  runs  out,  until  within  half  a 
mile  of  the  weffern  fliore,  forming  a  narrow  channel,  navigated  by 
them  in  nearly  a  n.n.w.  direftion,  for  about  3  leagues.  The  depth,  at 
its  entrance,  was  20  fathoms ;  but  gradually  decreafcd  to  four,  as  they 
advanced  up  the  channel  which  is  formed  by  the  weflern  fliore,  and  the 
fand-bank,  continuing  with  great  regularity,    about  half  a  mile  wide, 
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to  the  latitude  of  48"  24',  longitude  237°  45',  where  it  then  ceafed  to  be 
navigable  for  velfels  of  any  burthen,  in  confequcnce  of  the  rocks  and 
overfals  from  3  to  20  fathoms  deep,  and  a  very  irregular  and  difagree- 
able  tide.  On  meeting  thefe  impediments,  the  party  returned,  with  in- 
tention of  exploring  the  opening  leading  to  the  weflward.  As  they  re- 
pafled  the  village,  they  were  again  vifited  by  their  friendly  chief,  attend- 
ed by  two  or  three  canoes  only,  who  prefented  them  with  a  moll  wel- 
come fupply  of  very  fine  fmall  fifli  which,  in  many  refpe61s,  refembled, 
and,  moft  probably  were,  a  fpecies  of  the  fmelt.  He  accepted,  with  ap- 
parent pleafure,  an  invitation  into  the  launch,  where  he  remained  with 
Mr.  Whidbey  until  the  evening,  ate  and  drank  of  fuch  things  as  were 
offered  with  the  greateft  confidence,  and  on  being  made  acquainted  that 
the  party  was  going  to  reft,  bad  them  farewell  with  every  mark  of  re- 
fpc6l  and  friendfhip. 

In  the  morning,  the  examination  of  the  weflcrn  branch  was  purfucd,  and 
found  to  terminate  in  a  very  excellent  and  commodious  cove  or  harbour, 
with  regular  foundings  from  10  to  20  fathoms,  good  holding  ground.  Its 
weftern  extent  fituated  in  latitude  48°  17',  longitude  237°  38',  is  not  more 
than  a  league  from  the  eaftern  fhore  of  the  main  inlet,  within  the  ftraits. 
On  each  point  of  the  harbour,  which  in  honor  of  a  particular  friend 
I  call  Penn's  Cove,  was  a  deferted  village;  in  one  of  which  were 
found  feveral  fepulchres  formed  exaftly  like  a  centry  box.  Some  of 
them  were  open,  and  contained  ^!ie  (keletons  of  many  young  children 
tied  up  in  balkets ;  the  fmaller  bones  of  adults  were  likewife  noticed, 
but  no  one  of  the  limb  bones  could  here  be  found,  which  gave  rife  to 
an  opinion  that  thefe,  by  the  living  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood, 
were  appropriated  to  ufeful  purpofes,  fuch  as  pointing  their  arrows, 
fpears,  or  other  weapons.  The  furrounding  country,  for  feveral  miles 
in  moft  points  of  view,  prefented  a  delightful  profpeft,  confifting  chiefly 
of  fpacious  meadows,  elegantly  adorned  with  clumps  of  trees ;  amongft 
which  the  oak  bore  a  very  confiderable  proportion,  in  fize  from  four  to 
fix  feet  in  circumference.  In  thefe  beautiful  paftures,  bordering  on  an  ex- 
panfive  fticct  of  water,  the  deer  were  {ccn  placing  about  in  great  numbers. 
Nature  had  here  provided  the  well-ftocked  park,  and  wanted  only  theaffift- 
ance  of  art  to  conftitute  that  defirable  affemblage  of  furface,  which  is  fo  much 
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fought  in  other  countries,  and  only  to  be  acquired  by  an  immoderate 
expence  in  manual  labour.  The  foil  principally  confifted  of  a  rich  black 
vegetable  mould,  lying  on  a  fandy  or  clayey  fubflratum  ;  the  grafs,  of 
an  excellent  quality,  grew  to  the  height  of  three  feet,  and  the  ferns, 
which,  in  the  fimdy  foils,  occupied  the  clear  fpots,  were  nearly  twice  as 
high.  The  country  in  the  vicinity  of  this  branch  of  the  fea  is,  accor- 
ding to  Mr.  \V1iidbev  s  reprefentation,  the  fineft  we  had  ^'et  met  with, 
notwithdanding  the  very  pleafing  appearance  oi  many  others ;  its  na- 
tural produ61ions  were  luxuriant  in  the  higheft  degree,  and  it  was,  by  no 
means,  ill  fupplied  with  flreams  of  frefli  water.  The  number  of  its  inha- 
bitants he  edimated  at  about  fix  hundred,  which  I  fhould  fuppofe  would 
exceed  the  total  of  all  the  natives  we  had  before  feen  ;  the  odier  parts 
of  the  found  did  not  appear,  by  any  means,  fo  populous,  as  we  had  been 
vifited  by  one  fmall  canoe  only,  in  which  were  five  of  the  natives,  who 
civilly  furnifiied  us  with  fome  fmall  fifh.  The  charatler  and  appearance 
of  their  feveral  tribes  here  feen  did  not  feem  to  differ  in  any  material 
refpeft  from  each  other,  or  from  thofe  we  have  already  had  occafion  to 
mention. 

A  fortnight  had  now  been  dedicated  to  the  examination  of  this  inlet ; 
which  I  have  diflingnifiicd  by  the  name  of  Admir  aliy  Inlet:  we 
had  fiill  to  return  about  forty  miles  through  this  tedious  inland  naviga- 
tion, before  we  could  arrive  on  a  new  field  of  inquiry.  The  broken 
appearance  of  the  region  before  us,  and  the  difficulties  we  had  already 
encountered  in  tracing  its  various  fhores,  incontefiibly  proved,  that  the 
object  of  our  voyage  could  alone  be  accompliflied  by  very  flow  degrees. 
Perfectly  fatisfied  with  the  arduoufnefs  of  the  talk  in  which  we  were  cn- 
gnged,  and  the  progrefs  we  were  likely  to  make,  I  became  anxioufly  fo- 
licitous  to  move  the  inflant  an  opportunity  fhould  ferve.  The  two  fol- 
lowing days  were  however  unfavorable  to  that  purpofe,  and  after  the 
great  fiUigueour  people  had  lately  imdergone,  were  well  appropriated  to 
holidays.  On  funday  all  hands  were  employed  in  fifiiing  with  tolerably 
good  fuccefs,  or  in  taking  a  little  recreation  on  fhore ;  and  on  monday 
they  were  ferved  as  good  a  dinner  as  we  were  able  to  provide  them,  with 
double  allowance  of  grc^    to  drink  the  King's  health,  it  being  the  anni- 
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vcrfary  of  His  Majefty's  birth  ;  on  which  aufpiciou.s  day,  I  had  long 
fince  dcfigncd  to  take  formal  poflefTion  of  all  the  countries  we  had  late- 
ly been  employed  in  exploring,  in  the  name  of,  and  lar  His  Britannic 
Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs. 

To  execute  this  purpofe,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Broughton,  and  fome 
of  the  officers,  I  went  on  fhore  about  one  o'clock,  purfuing  the  ufual 
f-  rn)"'"  s  which  are  generally  obferved  on  fuch  occafions,  and  under 
.  a  du-  "ge  of  a  royal  fa-  >  ^"om  the  vefTels,  took  poirefTion  accor- 
dingly oi  the  coaft,  from  that  part  of  New  Albion,  in  the  latitude  of 
39°  20'  north,  and  longitude  236"  26'  eaft,  to  the  entrance  of  this  inlet  of 
the  fea,  faid  to  be  the  fuppofed  flraits  of  Inan  de  Fuca  ;  as  likewife  all 
the  coaft  iflands,  &c.  within  the  faid  ftraits,  as  well  on  the  northern  as 
on  the  fouthern  ftiores ;  together  with  thofe  fituated  in  the  interior  fea 
we  had  difcovered,  extending  from  the  faid  ftraits,  in  various  direflions, 
between  the  north-weft,  north,  eaft,  and  fouthern  quarters ;  which  in- 
terior fea  I  have  honored  with  the  name  of  The  Gulph  of  Georgia, 
and  the  continent  binding  the  faid  gulph,  and  extending  fouthward  to 
the  45th degree  of  north  latitude,  with  that  of  New  Georgia,  in  ho- 
nor of  His  prefent  Majefty.  This  branch  of  Admiralty  inlet  obtained 
the  name  of  Possession  Sound  ;  its  weftern  arm,  after  Vice  Admiral 
Sir  Alan  Gardner,  I  diftinguifti  by  the  name  of  Port  Gardner,  and 
its  fmaller  or  eaftern  one  by  that  of  Port  Susan. 
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CHAPTER    VII. 

Quit  Admiralty  inlet  and  proceed  to  the  northward — Anchor  in  Birch  bay — 
Profecute  thefwrvcy  in  the  boats — Meet  two  Spanijh  vejfels — AJlronomical 
and  nautical  objervations. 
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ri.  Light  breeze  fpringing  up  from  the  n.  w.  about  feven  in  the 
morning  of  tuefday  the  5th  of  June,  we  failed  down  Poflelfion  found. 
This  wind  brought  with  it,  as  ufual,  ferene  and  pleafant  weather.  Whilft 
we  were  pafling  gently  on,  the  chief,  w^ho  had  fhewn  fo  much  friendly 
attention  to  Mr.  Whidbey  and  his  party,  with  feveral  of  his  friends  came 
on  board,  and  prefented  us  with  f  nae  fruit  and  dried  fifh.  He  entered 
the  fhip  with  fome  reluftance,  bu  as  no  fooner  on  deck  tlian  he  feemed 
perfeftly  reconciled ;  and  with  much  inquifitive  earneftnefs  regarded  the 
furrounding  objefts,  the  novelty  of  which  feemed  to  fill  his  mind  with 
furprife  and  admiration.  The  unaffected  hofpitable  attention  he  had 
fiiewn  our  people,  was  not  likely  upon  this  occafion  to  be  forgotten. 
After  he  had  vifited  the  different  parts  of  the  fliip,  at  which  he  exprefl'ed 
the  greateft  aftonifhment,  I  prefented  him  and  his  friends  with  an  af- 
fortment  of  fuch  things  as  they  eflecmed  to  be  mofl  valuable;  and  then 
they  took  their  leave,  feemingly  highly  plcafed  with  their  reception. 

The  N.w.  wind  was  unfavorable  after  we  were  clear  of  Poffcffion 
found,  and  obliged  us  to  work  to  windward,  which  dilcovcrcd  to  us  a 
fhoal  lying  in  a  bay,  juft  to  the  weflward  of  the  north  point  of  entrance 
into  the  found,  a  little  difbncc  from  the  fliore.  It  Ihews  itfelf  above 
water,  and  is  difcoverablc  by  the  foundings  gradually  decreafing  to  10, 
7,  and  5  fathoms,  and  cannot  be  confidered  as  any  material  impediment 
to  the  navigation  of  the  bay.     As  the  ebb-tide  was  greatly  in  our  favour, 
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I  did  not  wait  to  examine  it  further,  but  continued  plying  to  windward 
until  midniglit,  wlien  being  unable  to  gain  any  ground  againll  the 
ftrength  of  the  flood,  we  anchored  in  22  fathoms  water  about  half  a 
mile  from  the  weflern  fliore  of  Admiralty  inlet,  and  about  halfway  be- 
tween Oak  cove  and  Marrow-llone  point ;  the  Chatham  having  an- 
chored before  us  fome  diilance  aftern. 

The  ebb  again  returned  at  the  rate  of  about  3  miles  per  hour ;  but 
as  it  was  calm  we  did  not  move  until  the  N.w.  wind  fet  in  about  feven  in   Wcdnci".  6. 
the  morning,  when  we  worked  out  of  the  inlet. 

Having  reached  its  entrance,  we  were  met  by  feveral  canoes  from  the 
weftward.  Some  of  the  headmoft,  when  they  had  advanced  near  to  the 
fhip  made  figns  of  peace,  and  came  alongfide,  giving  us  to  underfl:and 
that  their  friends  behind  wifhed  to  do  the  fame,  and  requefting  we  would 
fhorten  fail  for  that  purpofe.  They  feemed  very  folicitous  to  difl'uade 
us  from  proceeding  to  the  northward  by  very  vociferous  and  vehement 
arguments ;  but  as  their  language  was  completely  unintelligible,  and 
their  wifhes  not  appertaining  to  the  objeft  of  our  purfuit  fo  far  as  we 
were  enabled  to  comprehend  their  meaning,  we  treated  their  advice 
with  perfe61  indifference,  on  which  they  departed,  joined  the  reil  of  their 
countrymen,  and  proceeded  up  Admiralty  inlet,  whofe  north  point,  called 
by  me  Point  Partridge,  is  fituatcd  in  latitude  48°  16',  longitude 
237°  31',  and  is  formed  by  a  high  white  fandy  cliff,  having  one  of  the  ver- 
dant lawns  on  either  fide  of  it.  Faffing  at  the  diflance  of  about  a  mile 
from  this  point  we  very  fuddenly  came  on  a  fmall  fpace  of  10  fathom  wa- 
ter, but  immediately  again  increafed  our  depth  to  20  and  30  fathoms. 
After  advancing  a  few  miles  along  the  eaftern  fliore  of  the  gulph,  we 
found  no  effeft  either  from  the  ebb  or  flood  tide,  and  the  wind  being 
light  and  variable  from  the  northward,  at  three  in  the  afternoon  we  were 
obliged  to  anchor  in  20  fathoms  water,  fandy  bottom. 

In  this  fituation  New  Dungenefs  bore  by  compafs  s.  54  w. ;  the  eaft 
point  of  Proteftion  ifland  s.  15  w. ;  the  well  point  of  Admiralty  inlet, 
which  after  my  much  efleemed  friend  Captain  George  Wilfon  of  the 
navy,  I  diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of  Point  Wilson,  s.  35  e.  fitu- 
ated  in  latitude  48"  10',  longitude  237"  31';  the  nearell  fhore  eaft,  two 
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leagues  till  but  ;  a  low  fur.dy  iflnntl,  forming  at  its  wed  end  a  low  clifT, 
above  whieh  Ibme  dwarf  iiees  are  produced  from  n.  26  w.  to  n.  |o  w.; 
and  the  piopoled  llation  for  the  vcdels  during  the  examination  of  the 
contineiual  fliore  by  tlic  boats,  which,  from  Mr.  Broughton  who  had 
viliied  it,  obtained  the  name  of  Strawberry  Bay,  n.  11  vv.  at  the 
dilhuice  of  about  6  leagues,  fituated  in  a  region  apparently  much  broken 
and  di\  ided  by  water.  Here  we  remained  until  feven  in  the  evening ; 
we  then  weighed,  but  with  fo  little  wind,  that  after  having  drifted  to  the 
fouthward  of  our  former  flation,  we  were  obliged  again  to  anchor  until 
fix  the  next  morning,  when  we  made  an  attempt  to  proceed,  but  were 
foon  again  compelled  to  become  ftationary  near  our  lafl:  fituation. 

On  rcflc£ling  that  the  fummer  was  now  fad  advancing,  and  that  the 
progrcfs  of  the  velfels  occafioncd  too  much  delay,  I  determined,  rather 
than  lofe  the  advantages  which  the  prevailing  favorable  weather  now 
afforded  for  boat  expeditions,  to  difpatch  Mr.  Puget  in  the  launch, 
and  Mr.  Whidbey  in  the  cutter,  with  a  week's  provifions,  in  order 
that  the  (bores  (hould  be  immediately  explored  to  the  next  intended  fla- 
tion of  the  veflels,  whither  they  would  proceed  as  foon  as  circum- 
Jlances  would  allow.  In  this  arrangement  I  was  well  aware,  it  could 
not  be  confidered  judicious  to  part  with  our  launch,  whilll  the  (hip  re- 
mained in  a  tranfitory  unfixed  flate  in  this  unknown  and  dangerous 
navigation;  yet  fhe  was  fo  effentially  neceflary  to  the  proteftion  of  our 
detached  parties,  that  I  refolved  to  encounter  fome  i'ew  difficulties  on 
board,  rather  than  fuffer  the  delay,  or  lofe  fo  valuable  an  opportunity 
for  the  profecution  of  the  furvey.  In  directing  this,  orders  were  given 
not  to  examine  any  openings  to  the  north-wcftward,  beyond  .Straw- 
berry bay,  but  to  determine  the  boundaries  of  the  continental  fhore 
leading  to  the  north  and  eaftward,  as  far  as  might  be  pra6licable  to  its 
parallel,  whither  they  were  to  refort  after  performing  the  talk  affigned. 
On  this  fervice  they  departed,  and  directed  their  courfe  for  the  firfl 
opening  on  the  eafl;ern  fhore  about  3  or  4  leagues  diftant,  bearing  by 
compafs  from  the  fhip  n.  by  e. 

Having  repaired  to  the  low  fandy  ifland  already  noticed,  for  the 
purpofe  of  taking  fome  angles,  I  found  fome  rocks  lying  on  its  wef- 
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quarters  of  a  mile  from  its  fliores  ;  and  that  the  '70' 
eaitern  part  f)t  it  was  I'orincd  by  a  very  narrow  low  (pit  of  land,  over 
which  the  tide  nearly  flowed.  Its  fituatlon  is  in  latitude  48"  2  1',  longi- 
tude 237°  26'-^.  Amongll  the  various  hearings  that  here  it  became  ne- 
cefTary  to  take,  were  thofe  of  the  two  remarkably  high  i'nowy  moun- 
tains fo  frequently  mentioned.  Mount  Baker  bore  n,  63  k.  ;  mount 
Rainier  s.  27  v.. ;  and  from  a  variety  of  obfervations  purpofely  made  for 
fixing  their  refpcflivc  fituations,  it  appeared  that  mount  Baker  was  in 
latitude  48°  39',  longittide  238"  20',  and  mount  Rainier  in  latitude 
47°  3''  longitude  238"  21'.  To  the  fouthward  of  thefe  were  now  fecn 
two  other  very  lofty,  round,  fnowy  mountains,  lying  apparently  in  the 
fame  north  and  fouth  dirc61ion,  or  nearly  {"o;  but  we  were  unable  to 
afcertain  their  pofitive  fituation.  The  fummits  of  thefe  were  vifible 
only  at  two  or  three  flations  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  Admiralty  inlet ; 
they  appeared  to  be  co\'ered  with  perpetual  fnow  as  low  down  as  we 
were  enabled  to  lee,  and  feemed  as  if  they  rofe  from  an  cxtenfive  plain 
of  low  country, 

"When  due  attention  is  paid  to  the  range  of  fnowy  mountains  that 
flretch  to  the  fouthward  from  the  bale  of  mount  Rainier,  a  probability 
arifes  of  the  fame  chain  being  continued,  fo  as  to  conne6t  the  whole  in 
one  barrier  along  the  coafl,  at  uncertain  diftances  from  its  fliores ;  al- 
though intervals  may  exift  in  the  ridge  where  the  mountains  may  not 
be  fufficiently  elevated  to  have  been  dilcernible  from  our  feveral  flations. 
The  like  efTctt  is  produced  by  the  two  former  mountains,  whofe  im- 
menfe  height  permitted  their  appearing  very  confpicuoufly,  long  before 
we  approached  fufficiently  near  to  diffinguifli  the  intermediate  range  of 
rugged  mountains  that  conned  them,  and  from  whofe  fummits  their 
bafes  originate. 

About  fix  in  the  evening,  with  a  light  breeze  from  the  s.w.  we 
weighed  and  flood  to  the  northward ;  but  after  having  advanced  about 
1 1  miles,  the  wind  became  light  and  obliged  us  to  anchor  about  nine 
that  evening,  in  37  fathoms  water,  hard  bottom,  in  fome  places  rocky  ; 
\n  this  fituation  we  were  detained  by  calms  until  the  afternoon  of  the 
following  day.      Our  obferved  latitude,   here,    was   48°  29',   longitude  Friday  8. 
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2,37* -9*  *^c  country,  ornipying  tlio  northern  horizon  in  all  diroflions. 
appeared  to  be  cxeefrnely  broken,  and  iiiriiiar.  Strawberry  bay  bore, 
by  compafs,  n.  jo  w.,  about  ,3  leagues  diliant  ;  the  oj)eu  ig  on  the  con- 
tinental fhorc,  the  fir(J  ol)je6t  for  the  examination  of  the  detached  partv, 
with  fome  ftmll  rocky  iflets  before  its  entrance  that  appeared  very  nar- 
row, bore,  at  the  (hllance  of  about  5  miles,  s.  (S7  f..;  point  Partridge 
s.  21  F..  ;  the  low  rmdy  illaiui  loiilh  ;  the  Couth  part  of"  the  wedcrnmoll 
fhore,  which  is  conipoled  of  idands  and  rocks,  s.  ,'^7  w.,  about  2  miles 
diftant ;  the  neared  Ihorc  was  within  about  a  mile:  a  very  dangerous 
funken  rock,  vifible  only  at  low  tide,  lies  off  from  a  low  rocky  point 
on  this  fhore,  bearing  N.  79  w. ;  and  a  very  unlitfe  clufler  of  Imall  rocks, 
fome  conRantly,  and  others  vifible  only  near  low  water,  bore  n.  15  w. 
about  o±  miles  diftant. 

This  country  preU-ntcd  a  very  different  afpc6l  from  that  which  we 
had  been  accuUomed  to  behold  further  fouth.  The  fhorcs  now  before 
us,  were  compofed  of  (leep  rugged  rocks,  whofe  furface  varied  exceed- 
ingly in  refpefcl;  to  height,  and  exhibited  little  more  than  the  barren  rock, 
which  in  fome  places  produced  a  little  herbage  of  a  dull  colour,  with 
a  few  dwarf  trees. 

With  a  tolerably  good  breeze  from  the  nortli,  we  weighed  about  three 
in  the  afternoon,  and  with  a  flood  tide,  turned  up  into  Strawberry  bay, 
where,  in  about  three  hours,  we  anchored  in  16  fathoms,  fine  fandy 
bottom.  This  bay  is  fituated  on  the  wefi;  fide  of  an  idand,  which,  pro- 
ducing an  abundance  of  upright  cyprefs,  obtained  the  name  of  Cy- 
press Island.  The  bay  is  of  fmall  extent,  and  not  very  deep;  its 
fouth  point  bore  by  compafs  s.  /{g  k  . ;  a  fmall  illet,  forming  nearly 
the  north  point  of  the  bay,  round  which  is  a  clear  good  pafiage  wefi  ; 
and  the  bottom  of  the  bay  eaft,  at  the  diftance  of  about  three  quarters 
of  a  mile.  This  fituation,  though  very  commodious,  in  refpett  to  the 
(bore,  is  greatly  ex  poled  to  the  winds,  and  fca  in  a  s.s.e.  dircdion. 

In  conlcquence  of  the  wind  ceafing,  the  Chatham,  whilfl;  endeavour- 
ing to  gain  this  anchorage  was,  by  a  very  ftrong  flood  tide,  driven  to 
tlie  eafiward  of  the  ifland,  where  fiie  was  compelled  to  anchor.  The 
next  morning,  I  received  from  Mr.  Broughton  a  letter  acquainting  me, 
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that,  iuiviriK  been  obliijcd  to  anchor  on  a  rocky  bottom,  on  account  of       \Vi^' 
.  .  .  .I'""'* 

the  (lu-Dgth,  and  irtrgularity  of  the   tidr,  their  llrcani  cable  had  been  (»"■,— ..i 

cut  through  by  the  rocks ;  and  that,  alter  fevcral  attempts  to  recover 
the  anchor,  the  rapidity  of  the  tide  had  rendered  all  their  efforts  inefTec- 
tual ;  and  he  was  very  apprehenlive  that,  remaining  longer  in  that  litu- 
ation,  for  the  purpofe  of  repealing  his  endeavours,  might  end;inger  the 
lofs  alio  of  the  bower  anchor,  by  which  they  were  then  riding.  In 
reply,  I  defired,  if  the  anchor  could  not  be  regained  by  the  next  flack 
tide,  that  they  would  defill,  rather  than  run  a  rifk  of  ilill  greater  im- 
portance. 

A  fine  fandy  beach,  forming  the  fhorcs  of  the  bay,  gave  us  the  hope 
of  procuring  a  good  fupply  of  fifh,  as  the  Chatham,  on  her  former  vifit, 
had  been  very  fuccefsful ;  we  were,  ho^vevcr,  unfortunately  millaken ; 
tlie  feine  was  repeatedly  hauled,  but  to  no  cffe6l. 

The  Chathain  arrived  in  the  bay  on  fundii"  \  i(^rnlng,  with  the  lofs  of  Sunday  10, 
her  flream  anchor ;  and  in  tJie  afternoon  the  boats  ref  rned  from  their 
furvey. 

From  the  ofHcers,  I  became  acquainted,  that  the  firft  inlet  communi- 
cated with  port  Gardner,  by  a  very  narrow  and  intricate  chann^jl,  which, 
for  a  confiderablc  dif lance,  was  not  forty  yards  in  width,  and  abounded 
with  rocks  above  and  beneath  the  furface  of  the  water.  Thefe  impe- 
diments, in  addition  to  the  great  rapidity  and  irregularity  of  the  tide, 
rendered  the  paffage  navigable  only  for  boats  or  vefTels  of  very  fmall 
burthen.  This  determined  all  the  eaftern  fhore  of  the  gulph,  from  the 
s.w.  point  of  this  paffage,  in  latitude  48^27',  longitude  237"';37',  to  the 
north  point  of  entrance  into  PolFeffion  found,  in  latitude  47"  53',  lon- 
gitude 237° 47',  to  be  an  >li;)>),d,  which,  in  its  broadefl  part,  is  about  ten 
miles  acrofs;  and  in  conk quence  of  Mr.  Whidbey's  circumnavigation,  I 
diflinguiflied  it  by  the  name  of  Whidbey's  Island  :  and  this  northern 
pafs,  leading  into  port  Gardner,  Deception  Passage. 

Hence  they  jroceeded  to  the  examination  of  the  continental  coafl 
leading  to  the  northward,  and  entered  what  appeared  to  be  a  fpacious 
found,  or  opening,  extending  widely  in  three  direftions  to  thv  eafhvard 
of  our  prefent  flation.     One,  leading  to  the  fouthward,  and  another,  to 
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the  caftward,  they  examined,  and  found  them  to  terminate  aUke  in  deep 
bays  affording  good  anchorage,  tliough  inconvenient  communication 
with  the  fhorcs;  particulaiK'  towards  the  head  of  each  ba)',  on  ac- 
count of  a  fliallow  flat  of  ("and  or  inud,  whicli  met  them  at  a  confidera- 
ble  diftance  from  the  land.  Having  fixed  the  boundaries  of  the  conti- 
nent as  far  to  the  nort^.  as  the  latitude  of  this  idand,  agreeably  to  their 
directions,  they  returned,  leaving  unexplored  a  large  opening  which  took 
a  northern  direftion,  as  alfo  the  fpace  that  appeared  to  be  the  main 
arm  of  the  gulph,  to  the  north-wcdward,  wliere  the  horizon  was  un- 
bounded, and  its  widdi  feemed  very  confiderable.  The  country  they 
had  feen  to  the  north-eafl  of  Deception  pafTage,  is  much  divided  by  wa- 
ter, and  bore  nearly  the  fame  fteril  appearance  with  that  of  our  prelent 
fituation  ;  excepting  near  the  heads  of  the  two  large  bays,  which  they 
had  examined  on  the  continental  fliore.  There  the  land  was  of  a  mo- 
derate height,  unoccupied  by  rocky  precipices,  and  was  well  wooded 
with  timber.  In  the  courfe  of  this  expedition,  feveral  dcferted  villages 
had  been  feen,  and  fome  of  the  natives  met  with,  who  difl'ered  not,  in 
any  material  particular,  as  to  their  perfons  nor  in  their  civil  and  hof- 
pitable  deportment,  from  tliofe  we  had  been  fo  happ^',  on  former  occa- 
fions,  to  call  our  friends. 

As  our  prefent  anchorage  was  much  expofed,  and  fupplied  us  with 
no  fort  of  refrefhment,  excepting  a  few  fmall  wild  onions  or  leeks,  I  de- 
termined, on  this  information,  to  proceed  with  the  veffels  up  the  gulph, 
to  the  N,\v.  in  quefl;  of  a  more  commodious  fituation,  from  whence  Mr. 
Whidbey  might  be  difpatched,  to  complete  the  examination  of  the  arm 
which  had  been  left  unfinifhed,  and  anodier  party,  to  profecute  their 
inquiries  to  the  n.w,,  or  in  fuch  other  diredion  as  the  gulph  might 
take, 
Monday  u.  With  a  light  brccze  from  the  s.e.,  about  four  o'clock  the  next  morn- 
ing we  quitted  this  flation,  and  paffed  between  the  fmall  ifland  and  the 
north  point  of  the  bay  to  the  north-weflward,  through  a  chiller  of  nume- 
rous illands,  rocks,  and  rocky  iflets.  On  Mr.  Broughton's  firft  viiit  hither, 
he  found  a  great  quantity  of  very  excellent  flrawberries,  which  gave 
it  the  name  of  Strawberry  bay  ;    but,   on  our  arrival,  the  fiuit  feafon 
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was  pafTed.  The  Bay  affords  good  and  iccure  anchorage,  though  fome- 
what  expofed;  yet,  in  fair  weather,  wot)d  and  water  may  be  eafily  pro- 
cured. The  ifland  of  Cyprefs  is  principally  compofed  of  high  rocky 
mountains,  and  llcep  perpendicular  cliffs,  which,  in  the  center  of  Straw- 
berry bay,  fall  a  little  back,  and  the  fpace  between  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tains and  the  fea-fide  is  occupied  by  low  marfliy  land,  through  which 
are  feveral  fniall  runs  of  mofl  excellent  water,  that  find  their  way  into 
the  bay  by  oozing  through  the  beach.  It  is  fituated  in  latitude  48''36'-j, 
longitude  237°  34'.  The  variation  of  the  compafs,  by  eighteen  fets  of 
azimuths  differing  from  18°  to  21°  taken  on  board,  and  on  fhore,  fince 
our  departure  from  Admiralty  inlet,  gave  the  mean  refult  of  19°  5'  eaft- 
wardly.  The  rife  and  fall  of  the  tide  was  inconfiderable,  though  the 
flream  was  rapid :  the  ebb  came  from  the  eaft,  and  it  was  high  water 
2''  37'  after  the  moon  had  paffed  the  meridian. 

\Vj  proceeded  firfl;  to  the  north-eadward,  paffmg  the  branch  of  the 
gulph  that  had  been  partly  examined,  and  then  direfted  our  courfe  to 
the  N.vv.,  along  that  which  appeared  a  continuation  of  the  continental 
(hore,  formed  by  low  fandy  cliffs,  rifing  from  a  beach  of  fand  and  flones. 
The  country  moderately  elevated,  (Iretched  a  confiderable  diftance  from 
the  N.w.  round  to  the  fouth-caflward,  before  it  afcended  to  join  the 
range  of  rugged,  fnowy  mountains.  This  cc  ?6led  barrier,  from  the 
bafe  of  mount  Baker,  ftill  continued  very  lofty,  and  appeared  to  extend 
in  a  direftion  leading  to  the  wellward  of  north.  The  foundings  along 
the  fliore  were  regular,  from  1 2  to  25  and  30  fathoms,  as  we  approach- 
ed, or  increafed  our  diftance  from,  the  land,  which  feldom  exceeded  two 
miles:  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  gulph  to  the  fouth-weftward,  compofed 
of  numerous  illands,  was  at  the  diftance  of  about  2  leagues.  As  the  day 
advanced,  the  s.  e.  wind  gradually  died  away,  and,  for  fomc  hours,  we 
remained  nearly  ftationary. 

In  the  evening  a  light  breeze  favoring  the  plan  I  had  in  contempla- 
tion, we  fteered  for  a  bay  that  prefented  itfelf,  where  about  fix  o'clock 
we  anchored  in  6  fathom  water,  fandy  bottom,  half  a  mile  from  the 
fliore.  The  points  of  the  bay  bore  by  compafs  s.  32  w.  and  n.  72  w.  ; 
the  weftcrnmoft  part  of  that  which  we  confidered  to  be  the  main  land 
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>792.  weft,  about  3  leagues  diftant ;  to  the  fouth  of  this  point  appeared  the 
u  i->—  »>  principal  direftion  of  Cue  gulph,  tho')t> '1  a  very  confiderable  arm  feemed 
to  branch  froia  it  to  the  north-eaftward.  As  foon  as  the  ftiip  was  fc- 
curcd,  I  went  in  a  boat  to  inrpvCl  the  fhores  of  the  bay,  and  found,  -Arab 
little  trouble,  a  very  convenient  fiiuation  for  our  feveral  neceflar/  du- 
ties on  fliore ;  of  which  the  bufinefs  of  the  obfervatory  was  my  chief 
objeftj  as  I  much  wiflied  for  a  further  trial  of  the  rdie  of  the  chrono- 
meters, now  that  it  was  probable  we  fhould  remain  at  reft  a  fi  fficlent 
time  to  make  the  requifite  obfervations  for  that  purpofe.  Mr.  B rough- 
ton  received  my  direftions  to  this  effeft,  as  alfo,  that  the  vefiels  fliould 
be  removed,  the  next  morning,  about  a  mile  further  up  the  Bay  to  the 
N.E.,  where  they  would  be  more  conveniently  ftationed  for  our  feveral 
operations  on  fliore ;  and  as  foon  as  the  bufmefs  of  the  obfervatory 
fliould  acquire  a  degree  of  forwardnefs,  Mr.  Whidbey  in  the  Difcovery's 
cutter,  attended  by  the  Chatham's  launch,  was  to  proceed  to  the  exami- 
nation of  that  part  of  the  coaft  unexplored  to  the  s.e.  ;  whilft  myfelf 
in  the  yawl,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Puget  in  the  launch,  diredled  our  re- 
fearches  up  the  main  inlet  of  the  gulph. 

Matters  thus  arranged,  with  a  weeii's  provifion  in  each  boat,  I  depart- 
Tucfday  12.  ed  at  five  o'clock  on  tuefday  morning.  The  moft  northerly  branch, 
though  attracting  our  firft  attention,  caufed  little  delay ;  it  loon  termi- 
nated in  two  open  bays ;  the  fouthernmoft,  which  is  the  fmalleft,  has 
two  fmall  rocks  lying  off"  its  fouth  point ;  it  extends  in  a  circular  form  to 
the  eaftward,  with  a  flioal  of  fand  proje6ling  fome  diftance  from  its  ftiores. 
This  bay  affords  good  anchorage  from  7  to  10  fathoms  water :  the  other  is 
much  larger,  and  extends  to  the  northward;  thefe,  by  noon,  we  had 
pafled  round,  but  the  ftioals  attached  to  the  ftiores  of  each,  and  parti- 
cularly to  thofe  of  the  latter,  prevented  our  reaching  within  4  or  5  miles 
of  their  heads.  The  point  conftituting  the  weft  extremity  of  thefe  bays, 
is  that  ^.  iiich  w;i  feen  from  the  ftiip,  and  confidered  as  the  weftern  part  of 
the  main  land,  of  which  it  is  a  fmall  portion,  much  elevated  at  the  fouth 
extremity  of  a  very  low  narrow  peninfula ;  its  higheft  part  is  to  the  s.e., 
,  formed  by  high  white  fand  cliffs  falling  perpendicularly  into  the  fea  ;  from 

whence  a  ftioal  extends  to  the  diftance  of  half  a  mile  round  it,  joining 
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thofe  of  the  larger  bay ;  whilfl:  its  fouth-weft  extremity,  not  more  than  a 
mile  in  an  ealt  and  well  dire6lion  from  the  former,  is  one  of  thofe  low 
projecting  fandy  points,  with  lo  to  7  fathoms  water,  within  a  few  yards 
of  it.  From  this  point,  fituated  in  latitude  48°  57',  longitude  237°  20', 
(which  I  dilHnguifhed  by  the  name  of  Point  Roberts,  after  my 
efteemed  friend  and  predeceflbr  in  the  Difcovery)  the  coafl  takes  a  di- 
reftion  N.  28  w,,  and  prefcnted  ataflc  of  examination  to  which  we  con- 
ceived our  equipment  very  unequal.  That  which,  from  hence,  appeared 
the  northern  extreme  of  the  continental  fhore,  was  a  low  bluff  point, 
that  fecmed  to  form  the  fouthern  entrance  into  an  extenfive  found,  bear- 
ing N.  25  w.,  with  broken  land  ftretching  about  5°  farther  to  the  wefl- 
ward.  Between  this  direftion  and  n.  79  w.,  the  horizon  feemed  unin- 
terrupted, excepting  by  the  appearance  of  a  fmall  though  very  high 
round  ifland,  lying  n.  52  w.,  apparently  at  the  diftance  of  many  leagues. 
Having  thus  early  examined  and  fixed  the  continental  fhore  to'  the  fur- 
theft  point  feen  from  the  fhip,  I  determined  to  profecute  our  inquiries 
to  the  utmoft  limits  that  care  and  frugality  could  extend  our  fupplies ; 
and,  having  taken  the  neceffary  angles,  we  proceeded,  but  foon  found 
our  progrefs  along  the  eaftern  or  continental  fhore  materially  impeded 
by  aflioal  that  extends  from  point  Roberts  n.  80  w^.  7  or  8  miles,  then 
flretches  n.  35  w.  about  5  or  6  miles  further,  where  it  takes  a  norther- 
ly direftion  towards  the  above  low  bluff  point.  Along  the  edge  of  this 
bank  we  had  foundings  from  10  to  1  fathom,  as  we  Increafed  or  de- 
creafed  our  diftance  from  the  eaftern  fhore ;  to  approach  which  all  our 
endeavours  were  exerted  to  no  purpofe,  until  nine  in  the  evening,  when 
the  fhoal,  having  forced  us  nearly  into  the  middle  of  the  gulph,  we  ftood 
over  to  its  weftern  fide,  in  order  to  land  for  the  night,  and  to  cook 
our  provifions  for  the  enfuing  day,  which  being  always  performed  by 
thofe  on  watch  during  the  night,  prevented  any  delay  on  that  account, 
in  the  day  time.  As  we  ftood  to  the  weftward,  our  depth  foon  increafed 
to  15  fathoms,  after  which  we  gained  no  bottom  until  we  reached  the 
weftern  fhore  of  the  gulph,  where,  on  our  arrival  about  one  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  it  was  with  much  difficulty  we  were  enabled  to  land  on 
the  fteep  rugged  rocks  iliat  conipore  the  coafl..  for  the  j^urpofe  of  cook- 
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ing  only,    and  were  compelled,    by  this  unfavorable  circumflance,   to 
remain  and  deep  in  the  boats. 
Wcdnci.  13.       About  five  on  wcdnefday  morning,  we  again  direflcd  our  courfe  to 
the  cadern  Ihore,  and  landed  about  noon,  on  tlie  above-mentioned  low 
bhilF  point.     This,  as  was  fufpefted,  formed  the  fouth  point  of  a  very 
cxtenhve  i'ound,  widi  a  linall  arm   leading  to  the  eafhvard  :  the  fpace, 
which  feemed  to  be   its  main  diredion,  and  appeared  very  extenfive, 
took  a  northerh'  courfe.     The  obferved  latitude  here  was  49°  19',  lon- 
gitude 237°  6',  making  this  point  (which,  in  compliment  to  my  friend 
Captain  George  Grey  of  the  navy,  was  called  Point  Grey)  7  leagues 
from  point  Roberts.     The  intei mediate  fpace  is  occupied  by  very  low 
land,   apparently  a  fwampy  flat,  that  retires  feveral   miles,  before  the 
country  rifes  to  meet  the  rugged  fnowy  mountains,  which  we  found  flill 
continuing  in  a  dire61ion  nearly  along  the  coafl.     This  low  flat  being 
very  much  inundated,  and  extending  behind  point  Roberts,  to  join  the 
low  land  in  the  bay  to  the  eafl^ward  of  that  point ;  gives  its  high  land, 
when  feen  at  a  diftance,  the  appearand  of  an  ifland  :  this,  however,  is 
not  the  cafe,  notwithftanding  there  are  two  openings  between  this  point 
and  point  Grey.     Thefe  can  only  be  navigable  for  canoes,  as  the  fhoal 
continues  along  the  coaft  to  the  diftance  of  feven  or  eight  miles  from  the 
fhore,  on  which  were  lodged,  and  efpecially  before  thefe  openings,  logs 
of  wood,  and  ftumps  of  trees  innumerable. 

From  point  Grey  we  proceeded  firft  up  the  eaftern  branch  of  the 
found,  where,  about  a  league  within  its  entrance,  we  paffed  to  the  north- 
ward of  an  ifland  which  nearly  terminated  its  extent,  forming  a  paflage 
from  10  to  7  fathoms  deep,  not  more  than  a  cable's  length  in  width. 
This  ifland  lying  cxaftly  acrofs  the  canal,  appeared  to  form  a  fimilar 
paflage  to  the  fouth  of  it,  with  a  fmaller  ifland  lying  before  it.  From 
thefe  iflands,  the  canal,  in  width  about  half  a  mile,  continued  its  direc- 
tion about  eaft.  Here  we  were  met  by  about  fifty  Indians,  in  their 
canoes,  who  conduQed  themfelves  witli  the  greateft  decorum,  and  civility, 
prefenting  us  with  feveral  fifli  cooked,  and  undrelfed,  of  the  fort  already 
mentioned  as  refembling  the  fmelt.     Thefe  good  people  finding  we  were 
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inclined  to  make  fome  return  for  their  hofpitality,  fliewed  much  under- 
{landing  in  preferring  iron  to  copper. 

For  the  fake  of  the  company  of  our  new  friends,  we  flood  on  under 
an  eafy  fail,  w'  '  n  en'-ouraged  them  to  attend  us  fome  little  diRance  up 
the  arm.  The  major  part  of  the  canoes  twice  paddled  forward,  aflem- 
bled  before  us,  and  each  time  a  conference  was  held.  Our  vifit  and 
appearance  were  mofl  likely  the  obje6ls  of  their  confultation,  as  our  mo- 
tions on  thefe  occafions  feemed  to  engage  the  whole  of  their  attention. 
The  fubje6l  matter,  which  remained  a  profound  fecret  to  us,  did  not 
appear  of  an  unfriendly  nature  to  us,  as  they  foon  returned,  and  if  pof- 
fibie,  exprefled  additional  cordiality  and  refpcft.  This  fort  of  conduft 
always  creates  a  degree  of  fufpicion,  and  fliould  ever  be  regarded  with  a 
watchful  eye.  In  our  fhort  intercourfe  with  the  people  of  this  conntry 
we  have  generally  found  thefe  confultations  take  jjlace,  whether  their 
numbers  were  great  or  fmall ;  and  though  I  have  ever  confidered  it  pru- 
dent to  be  cautioudy  attentive  on  fuch  occafions,  they  ought  by  no 
means  to  be  confidered  as  indicating  at  all  times  a  pofitive  intention  of 
concerting  hollile  meafures  :  having  witneffed  many  of  thefe  conferences, 
without  our  experiencing  afterwards  any  alteration  in  their  friendly  dif- 
pofition.  This  was  now  the  cafe  with  our  numerous  attendants,  who 
gradually  difperfed  as  we  advanced  from  the  flation  where  we  had 
firft  met  them,  and  three  or  four  canoes  only  accompanied  us  up  a  na- 
vigation which,  in  fome  places,  does  not  exceed  an  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  in  width. 

We  landed  for  the  night  about  half  a  league  from  the  head  of  the  inlet, 
and  about  3  leagues  from  its  entrance.  Our  Indian  vifitors  remained 
with  us  until  by  figns  we  gave  them  to  underftand  we  were  going  to  reft, 
and  after  receiving  fome  acceptable  articles  they  retired,  and  by  means 
of  the  fame  language,  promifed  an  abundant  fupply  of  fifh  the  next 
dav ;  our  feine  having  been  tried  in  their  prcfence  v/ith  very  little  fuc- 
cefs.  A  great  defire  was  manifefted  by  thefe  people  to  imitate  our  ac- 
tions, efpecially  in  the  firing  of  a  mufkct,  which  one  of  them  performed, 
though  with  much  fear  and  trembling.  They  minutely  attended  to  all 
our  tranfaftionSj  and  examined  the  colour  of  our  fkins  with  infinite  cu- 
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riofity.  In  other  refpeds  they  differed  Httle  from  the  generality  of  the 
natives  we  had  feen:  they  poffeffed  no  European  commodities,  or  trin- 
kets, excepting  fome  rude  ornaments  apparentl)-  made  from  flieet  cop- 
per; this  circumflance,  and  the  general  tenor  of  their  behaviour,  gave 
us  reafon  to  conclude  that  we  were  the  firlt  people  from  a  civilized 
country  they  had  yet  feen.  Nor  did  it  appear  that  they  were  nearly 
connefted,  or  had  much  intercourfe  with  other  Indians,  who  traded 
with  the  European  or  American  adventurers. 

I'he  fhores  in  this  fituation  were  formed  by  fleep  rocky  cliffs,  that 
afforded  no  convenient  fpace  for  pitching  our  tent,  which  compelled  us 
to  fleep  in  the  boats.  Some  of  the  young  gentlemen  however  prefer- 
ring the  flony  beach  for  their  couch,  without  duly  confidering  the  line 
of  high  water  mark,  found  themfelves  incommoded  by  the  flood  tide,  of 
which  they  were  not  apprized  until  they  were  nearly  afloat ;  and  one  of 
them  flept  fo  found,  that  I  believe  he  might  have  been  conveyed  to 
fome  diftance,  had  he  not  been  awakened  by  his  companions. 

Perfeftly  fatisfied  with  our  refearches  in  this  branch  of  the  found,  at 
Thuifdayi4.  four  the  ncxt  morning  we  retraced  our  paffage  in;  leaving  on  the  north- 
ern ftiore,  a  fmall  opening  extending  to  the  northward  with  two  little 
iflets  before  it  of  little  importance,  whilff  we  had  a  grander  obje£l  in 
contemplation  ;  and  more  particularly  fo,  as  this  arm  or  canal  could  not 
be  deemed  navigable  for  ftiipping.  The  tide  caufed  no  ftream ;  the  co- 
lour of  its  water  after  we  had  paffed  the  ifland  the  day  before,  was 
perfeftly  clear,  whereas  that  in  the  main  branch  of  the  found,  extending 
nearly  half  over  the  gulph,  and  accompanied  by  a  rapid  tide,  was  nearly 
colourlefs,  which  gave  us  fome  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  the  northern  branch 
of  the  found  might  poffibly  be  difcovered  tv.  terminate  in  a  river  of 
confiderable  extent. 

As  we  paffed  the  fituation  from  whence  the  Indians  had  firft  vifited  us  the 
preceding  day,  which  is  a  fmall  border  of  low  marfliy  land  on  the  north- 
ern fliore,  interfered  by  feveral  creeks  of  frefli  water,  we  were  in  ex- 
petlation  of  their  company,  but  were  difappointed,  owing  to  our  tra- 
velling fo  foon  in  the  morning.  Moft;  of  their  canoes  were  hauled  up 
into  the  creeks,  and  two  or  three  only  of  the  natives  were  feen  ftrag- 
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gling  about  on  the  beach.  None  of  their  habitations  could  be  difco- 
vered,  whence  we  concluded  that  their  village  was  within  the  foreft. 
Two  canoes  came  off  as  we  palfed  the  ifland,  but  our  boats  being  under 
fail,  with  a  frelh  favorable  breeze,  1  was  not  inclined  to  halt,  and  they 
almofl;  immediately  returned. 

The  Oiores  of  this  canal,  which  after  Sir  Harry  Burrard  of  the  navy 
I  have  {'iftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Burr  ard's  Canal,  may  be  con- 
fulered,  on  the  fouthern  fide,  of  a  moderate  height,  and  though  rocky, 
well  covf  red  with  trees  of  large  growth,  principally  of  the  pine  tribe. 
On  the  northern  fide,  the  rugged  fnowy  barrier,  whofe  bafe  we  had  now 
nearly  approached,  rofe  very  abruptly,  and  was  only  protefted  from  the 
wafh  of  the  fea  by  a  very  narrow  border  of  low  land.  By  feven  o'clock 
we  had  reached  the  n.w.  point  of  the  canal,  which  forms  alfo  the  fouth 
point  of  the  main  branch  of  the  found :  this  alfo,  after  another  parti- 
cular friend,  I  called  Point  Atkinson,  fituated  north  from  point 
Grey,  about  a  league  diftant.  Here  the  oppofite  point  of  entrance  into 
the  found  bore  by  compafs  weft,  at  the  diftance  of  about  3  miles  ;  and 
nearly  in  the  center  between  thefe  two  points,  is  a  low  rocky  ifland  produ- 
cing fome  trees,  to  which  the  name  of  Passage  Island  was  given.  We 
paflTed  in  an  uninterrupted  channel  to  the  eafl  of  it,  with  the  appearance 
of  an  equally  good  one  on  the  other  fide. 

Quitting  point  Atkinfon,  and  proceeding  up  the  found,  we  pafTed  on  the 
weftern  fhore  fome  fmall  detached  rocks,  with  fome  f  jnken  ones  amongft 
them,  that  extend  about  two  miles,  but  are  not  fo  far  from  the  fhore  as  to 
impede  the  navigation  of  the  found  ;  up  which  we  made  a  rapid  nro- 
grefs,  by  the  affiftance  of  a  frefh  foutherly  gale,  attended  with  dark 
gloomy  weather,  that  greatly  added  to  the  dreavy  profpe6l  of  the  fur- 
rounding  country.  The  low  fertile  fhores  we  had  been  accuflomed  to  fee, 
though  lately  with  fome  interruption,  here  no  longer  exifled ;  their 
place  was  now  occupied  by  the  bafe  of  the  flupendous  fnowy  barrier, 
thinly  wooded,  and  rifing  from  the  fea  abruptly  to  the  clouds ;  from 
whofe  frigid  fummit,  the  diffolving  fnow  in  foaming  torrents  rufhed 
down  the  fides  and  chafms  of  its  rugged  furface,  exhibiting  altogether  a 
fublime,  though   gloomy  fpedacle,  which  animated  nature   feemed  to- 
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liavc  clefertcd.  Not  a  bird,  nor  living  creature  was  to  be  fecn,  nnd  the 
roaring  of  the  falhng  cataratls  in  every  diretlion  precluded  their  being 
heard,  had  any  been  in  our  neighbourhood. 

Towards  noon  I  eonfidcred  that  we  h  d  advanced  fonie  nii'-rs  within 
the  weflern  boundary  of  the  fno\v'y  barrier,  as  fonie  of  its  riigg  d  lofty 
mountains  were  now  behind,  and  to  tJie  fouihward  of  us.  This  filled 
my  mind  with  the  pleafing  hopes  of  finding  our  way  to  its  cafi-ern  fide. 
The  fun  ihining  at  this  time  for  a  few  minutes  afforded  an  opportunity 
of  afcertaining  the  latitude  of  theeafl  point  of  an  ifland  which,  from  the 
fliapcof  the  mountfJn  that  comj)ofe3  it,  obtained  the  name  of  Anvil 
Island,  to  be  49"  30',  its  longitude  237"  3'.  We  palfed  an  ifland  in  the 
Fiiday  15.  forenoon  lying  on  theeaflern  Ihore,  oppofite  to  an  opening  on  the  wef- 
tern,  which  evidently  led  into  the  gulph  nearly  in  a  s.w.  direflion, 
through  a  numerous  aflemblage  of  rocky  iflands  and  rocks,  as  alfo  an- 
other opening  to  the  weftward  of  this  ifland,  that  feemed  to  take  a  fimilar 
direftion.  Between  Anvil  ifland,  and  the  north  point  of  the  firll  open- 
ing, which  lies  from  hence  s.  by  w.  5  miles  dillant,  are  three  white 
rocky  iflets,  lying  about  a  mile  from  the  weflern  fliore.  The  width  of 
this  branch  of  the  found  is  about  a  league;  but  northward  from  Anvil 
ifland  it  foon  narrows  to  half  that  breadth,  taking  a  dire61ion  to  the 
N.N.E,  as  far  as  latitude  49°  39',  longitude  237"  9',  where  all  our  ex- 
pe6lations  vaniflied,  in  finding  it  to  terminate  in  a  round  bafon,  encom- 
pafled  on  every  fide  by  the  dreary  country  already  defcribed.  At  its 
head,  and  on  the  upper  part  of  the  eaftern  fliore,  a  narrow  margin  of 
low  land  runs  from  the  foot  of  the  barrier  mountains  to  the  water-fide, 
which  produced  a  few  dwarf  pine  trees,  with  fome  little  variety  of  under- 
wood. The  water  of  the  found  was  here  nearly  frefli,  and  in  colour 
a  few  fhades  darker  than  milk  ;  this  I  attributed  to  the  melting  of  the 
fnow,  and  its  water  pafling  rapidly  over  a  chalky  furface,  which  ap- 
peared probable  by  the  white  afpc6l  of  fome  of  the  chafms  that  (cemed 
formcrl)'  to  have  been  thccourfe  of  water-fall,  but  were  now  become  dry. 
The  gap  we  had  entered  in  the  fnowy  barrier  feemed  of  little  impor- 
tance, as  through  the  vallies  caufed  by  the  irregularity  of  the  mountain's 
tops,  other  mountains  more  dillant,  and  apparently  more  elevated,  were 
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feen,  rearing  their  lol'iy  licads  in  various  dirctlions.  In  this  dreary  and 
comfortkis  region,  it  was  no  inconfiderablc  piece  of  good  fortune  to 
find  a  little  rove  in  which  we  could  take  fhelter,  and  a  fniall  fpot  of  level 
land  on  which  we  could  ere6l  our  tent ;  as  we  had  fcarcely  liniflied  our 
examination,  when  the  wind  became  excefRvely  boifterous  from  the 
fouthward,  attended  with  heavy  fqualls  and  torrents  of  rain  which  con- 
tinuing until  noon  the  following  day,  occafioned  a  very  unpleafunt  de-  l''''J>y  'S- 
tention.  But  for  this  circunillance  we  niiglit  too  hallily  have  concluded, 
that  this  part  of  the  gulph  was  uninhabited.  In  the  morning  we  were 
vifited  by  near  forty  of  the  natives,  on  whofe  approach,  from  the  very 
material  alteration  that  had  now  taken  place  in  the  face  of  the  country, 
we  expefted  to  find  fome  diiference  in  their  general  chara6ler.  This 
conjefture  was  however  premature,  as  they  varied  in  no  refpc6l  what- 
ever, but  in  pofl'elfing  a  more  ardent  defire  for  commercial  tranfa6lions ; 
into  the  fpirit  of  which  they  entered  with  infinitely  more  avidity  than 
any  of  our  former  acquaintances,  not  only  in  bartering  amongll  them- 
felves  the  different  ^•aluables  they  had  obtained  from  us,  but  when  that 
trade  became  flack,  in  exchanging  thofe  articles  again  with  our  people ; 
in  which  traffic  they  always  took  care  to  gain  fome  advantage,  and 
would  frequently  exult  on  the  occafion.  Some  fifh,  their  garments, 
fpears,  bows  and  arrows,  to  which  thefe  people  wifely  added  their  cop- 
per ornaments,  comprizcfl  their  general  flock  in  trade.  Iron,  in  all 
its  forms,  they  judicioufly  preferred  to  any  other  article  we  had  to  offer. 

The  weather  permitting  us  to  proceed,  we  dircfted  our  route  along 
the  continental  or  weflern  fhore  of  the  found,  paffing  within  two  fmall 
iflands  and  the  main  land,  into  the  opening  before  mentioned,  flrctciiing 
to  the  weflward  from  Anvil  ifland.  At  the  diflance  of  an  huntlred 
yards  from  tlie  fhore,  the  bottom  could  not  be  reached  with  do  hi'ilioins 
of  line,  nor  had  we  been  able  to  gain  foundings  in  many  places  fincc 
we  had  quitted  point  Atkinfon  with  80  and  100  fathoms,  though  it  was 
frequently  attempted  ;  excepting  in  the  baf'on  at  the  head  of  the  found, 
where  the  depth  fuddenly  decreafed  from  60  fathoms  to  2.  Wc  had 
advanced  a  fliort  diflance  only  in  this  branch,  before  the  colour  of  the 
water  changed  from  being  nearly  milk  white,  and  almoff  fiefli,  to  that 
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of  oceanic  and  pcrfVftly  fait.  By  fun-fet  we  had  paffcd  the  channel 
which  had  been  obferved  to  lead  into  the  gulph,  to  the  fouthward  of 
Anvil  idaiid  ;  and  about  nine  o'clock  landed  for  the  night,  near  tlicwefl 
point  of  entrance  into  the  found,  which  I  diftinguiftied  by  the  name  of 
Howk's  Sound,  in  honor  of  Admiral  Earl  Howe;  and  this  point, 
fituated  in  latitude  49° 23',  longitude  236" 51',  Point  Gowkr  ;  between 
which  and  point  Atkinfon,  up  to  Anvil  idand,  is  an  extenfivc  group  of 
idands  of  various  fizes.  The  fhores  of  thefe,  lil'e  the  adjacent  coafl,  are 
compofed  principally  of  rocks  rifing  perpendicularly  from  an  unfathom- 
able fea  ;  they  are  tolerably  well  covered  with  trees,  chiefly  of  the  pine 
tribe,  though  few  are  of  a  luxuriant  growth. 
Saturday  jG.  At  four  o'clock  on  faturday  morning  we  refumed  our  courfe  to  north- 
weftward,  along  tlie  flarboard  or  continental  (hore  of  the  gulph  of 
Georgia,  which  from  point  Gower  takes  a  direftion  about  w,  n.vv^.  and 
affords  a  more  pleafing  appearance  than  the  fliores  of  Howe's  found. 
This  part  of  the  coaft  is  of  a  moderate  height  for  fome  diftance  inland, 
and  it  frequently  jets  out  into  low  fandy  projefting  points.  The  coun- 
try in  general  produces  foreft  trees  in  great  abundance,  <.>[  fonie  variety 
and  magnitude  ;  the  pine  is  the  mofl  common,  and  the  woods  are  little 
encumbered  with  bufhes  or  trees  of  inferior  growth.  We  continued  in 
this  line  about  5  leagues  along  the  coaft,  pafling  fome  rocks  and  rocky 
iflets,  until  we  arrived  at  the  north  point  of  an  ifland  about  2  leagues  in 
circuit,  with  another  about  half  that  fizc  to  the  wcHward  of  it,  and  a 
fmaller  ifland  between  them.  From  the  north  point  of  this  ifland,  which 
forms  a  channel  with  the  main  about  half  a  mile  wide,  and  is  fituated 
in  latitude  49°  28'-j,  longitude  236°  31',  the  coaft  of  the  continent  takes  a 
direftion  for  about  eight  miles  N.30W.  and  is  compofed  of  a  rugged 
rocky  fhore,  with  many  detached  rocks  lying  at  a  little  diftance.  The 
track  we  thus  purfued  had  not  the  appearance  of  the  main  branch  of  the 
gulph,  but  of  a  channel  between  the  continent  and  that  land,  which 
from  point  Roberts,  feemed  like  a  fmall  though  very  high  round  ifland. 
This  now  appeared  of  confiderable  extent,  its  n.e.  fide  formed  a  chan- 
nel leading  to  the  n.w.  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  about  five  miles  in 
width.     The  rnain  branch  of  the  gulph,  apparently  of  inlinitely  greater 
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extent,  look  a  direftion  to  the  fouih-wcflward  of  this  land,  which  now 
looked  more  hkc  a  pcninfula  than  an  ifland.  Along  tliis  rocky  fhore  of 
the  main  land  wc  palFcd  in  quefl  of  a  refling  place  for  the  night,  to  no 
effe^^,  until  after  dark;  when  we  found  flielter  in  a  very  dreaiy  uncom- 
fortable cove  near  tlie  fouth  point  of  an  ifland,  about  a  mile  long,  and 
about  two  miles  to  the  s.  s.  v..  of  a  narrow  opening  leading  to  the  north- 
ward. This  on  the  return  of  day-light  we  proceeded  10  examine;  and  Sunday  17. 
paded  through  a  vtrv  narrow,  though  navigable  channel,  amongll  a 
clufler  of  rocks  and  rocky  iflets,  lying  juft  in  the  front  of  its  entrance, 
which  is  fituated  in  latitude  49°  35'^,  longitude  236"  26'.  It  is  about 
half  a  mile  wide,  winding  towards  the  n.n.e.  for  about  3  leagues, 
where  it  divides  into  two  branches,  one  Ilrctching  to  the  eaflward,  the 
other  to  the  weflward  of  north,  with  an  ifland  before  the  entrance  of  the 
latter.  Agreeably  to  our  general  mode  of  proceeding,  the  north-eafl;erly 
branch  became  the  firfl:  objc6l  of  our  attention,  and  was  found  from 
hence  to  continue  in  an  irregular  courfc  to  the  latitude  of  49°  49',  lon- 
gitude 236"  35  J ;  where,  finding  a  tolerably  comfortable  fituation,  we 
reft.ed  for  the  night. 

Wc  had  feen  about  fevcnteen  Indians  in  our  travels  th:s  day,  who 
were  much  more  painted  than  any  we  had  hitherto  met  with.  Some 
of  their  arrows  were  pointed  with  flate,  the  firll  I  had  feen  fo  arm- 
ed on  my  prefent  \ifit  to  this  coafl;  thefe  they  appeared  to  efteem 
very  highly,  and  like  the  inhabitants  of  Nootka,  took  much  pains  to 
guard  them  from  injury.  They  however  fpoke  not  the  Nootka  lan- 
guage, nor  the  dialc6l  of  any  Indians  we  had  converfed  with  ;  at  leail, 
the  few  words  we  had  acquired  were  repeated  to  them  without  effeft  ;  in 
their  perfuns  they  differed  in  no  other  refpeft,  and  were  equally  civil  and 
inoflcnfive  in  their  behaviour.  The  fliores  we  paflc-d  this  day  are  of  a 
moderate  height  within  a  few  miles  of  this  flation,  and  arc  principally 
compofed  of  cragp  \'  rocks,  in  the  chafms  of  which  a  foil  of  deca)'ed  ve- 
getables has  been  iurmed  by  the  hand  of  time  ;  from  which  pine  trees 
of  an  inferior  dwarf  growth  are  produced,  with  a  confidcrable  quantity 
of  bufiies  and  underwood.  We  palfed  a  few  rocky  iflets  near  the  divi- 
fion  of  the  inlet.  Thefe  feemed  ft^eep,  as  foundings  with  the  hand  line 
could  not  be  gained  ;  nor  had  we  any  where  in  mid-channel  been  able 
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\ ^-^^    not  a  mik'  alimdcr. 

MoiuiiyiB.  'J'hc  iu;:a  niorninjr,  as  ufual,  at  four  o'clock,  we  procccdcrl  up  tlic  in- 
let about  ;j  miles  in  a  v.n.w.  direflion,  whence  its  wichh  iiureafes 
about  half  a  league  in  a  dircftion  nearly  n.  r..  to  a  point  which  tc^wards 
tioon  v.-e  reached,  and  aCccriained  its  latitude  to  be  50"  1',  longitude 
236"  .]6'.  The  width  of  this  channel  dill  eontimiinj;,  again  flattered  us 
Avith  difeovering  a  breach  in  the  eadern  range  of  fnowy  moimtains, 
nptwiiliRanding  the  difappointment  we  had  met  with  in  Howe's  found; 
and  alihoiigh  finec  our  arrival  in  the  gid])h  of  Georgia,  it  had  proved 
an  impenetrable  barrier  to  thai  inland  na\'igalion,  of  whirli  we  had  lieaid 
fo  mucli,  and  had  fought  with  fanguinc  hopes  and  ardent  exertions  hi- 
therto in  vain,  to  difcover. 

The  progreflion  of  this  morning,  which  comj?rchended  about  6  leagues, 
feemed  to  have  made  a  very  conliderable  penetration  into  this  formidable 
obflaele  ;  and  as  the  more  lofty  mountains  weie  now  behind  us,  and  no 
very  diftant  ones  were  feen  beyond  the  vallies  caufed  by  the  deprelfed 
parts  of  the  fnowy  barrier  in  the  northern  quarters,  we  had  great  rcafon 
to  believe  we  had  pafTed  the  center  of  this  impediment  to  our  willies,  and 
induced  me  to  hope  we  fhould  yet  find  this  nlet  winding  beyond  the 
mountains,  by  the  channel  through  which  we  had  thus  advanced  upwards 
of  1 1  leagues,  though  for  the  moll  part  it  was  not  more  than  half  a  mile 
■wide.  Under  thele  circum fiances,  our  reduced  Hock  of  ])rovi(lons  was  a 
matter  of  ferious  concern,  fearing  we  might  be  obliged  to  abandon  this 
purfuit  without  determining  the  fource  of  this  branch  of  the  fca,  ha- 
ving now  been  abfent  fix  days  with  fubfiflence  for  a  week  onlv,  which 
would  confequently  very  materially  retard  our  furvey,  by  rendering  a 
fecond  vifit  to  this  inlet  indifpenfably  necelfary.  The  furrounding  coun- 
try prcfented  an  equally  dreary  afpe6l  with  that  in  the  vicinage  of 
Howe's  found  ;  and  the  ferenity  of  the  weather  not  adding  at  prefent  to 
the  n.ntural  gloominefs  of  the  profpc6i,  was  counterbalanced  by  the  rugged 
furface  of  the  mountains  being  infinitely  lefs  produ6Hve.  A  {cw  de- 
tached dwarf  pine  trees,  with  fome  berry,  and  other  fmall  bufhes,  were 
the  only  figns  of  vegetation.  The  cataratis  hejc  ruflied  IVom  the  rug- 
ged 


a 


m 


im 


ROUND    THE    W  O  R  L  D. 


no.0 


gnl  fnow'v  inoiintains  in  greater  mimluT,  and  wiih  more  imprtunnty 
than  in  Howe's  found;  vet  the  eoloiir  of  tlie  water  was  not  changed, 
though  in  fome  of"  the  gullies  there  was  tiie  fame  chalky  alpcth  Hence 
il  is  prohahle,  tliat  the  white  appearance  of  the  water  in  Howe's  found, 
may  arile  from  a  caule  more  remote,  and  which  wc  had  no  u|)p()rtuuity 
of  difeovering. 

Having  dined,  we  purfued  our  examination.  The  inlet  now  took  a  s.w. 
by  \v.  direelion,  without  any  eontraclion  in  its  width,  until  about  five 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  all  our  hopes  vanilheil,  by  iiiiding  it  ter- 
minate, as  others  had  done,  in  fwampy  low  land  producing  a  few  ma- 
ples and  jiines,  in  latitude  /jo"  6',  longitude  -I'lCf ;]']'.  Through  a  final! 
rpace  of  low  land,  which  extended  front  the  head  of  the  iidet  to  tlie  ball' 
of  the  mountains  that  furroimded  us.  flowed  three  fmall  flreains  of  frefh 
water,  apparently  originating  from  one  fource  in  the  n'.w.  or  left  liand 
corner  of  the  bay,  formed  by  the  head  of  this  inlet;  in  which  point  of 
view  was  feen  an  extenlive  valley,  that  took  nearly  a  northerly  unin- 
ternij)ted  direttion  as  far  as  we  could  perceive,  and  was  by  far  the 
dcepeft  chnfm  we  had  beheld  in  the  dcfeending  ridge  of  the  fnowy  bar- 
rier, without  the  appearance  of  any  elevated  land  rifing  behind.  This 
valley  much  excited  my  curiofity  to  afcertain  what  was  beyond  it.  But 
as  the  flreams  of  frefh  water  were  not  navigable,  though  the  tide  had 
rifen  up  to  the  habitations  of  fix  or  feven  Indians,  any  further  exami- 
nation of  it  in  our  boats  was  impiafticable,  and  we  had  no  leifurc  for 
excurfions  on  fhore.  From  the  civil  natives  who  differed  not  in  any 
refpctt  from  thofc  we  had  before  occafionally  feen,  we  procured  a  few 
raofl  excellent  fifh,  for  which  they  wcie  compcnfatcd  principally  in  iron, 
being  the  commodity  they  mofl  efleemed  and  fought  after.  In  all  thefe 
arms  of  the  fea  we  had  conflantly  obferved,  even  to  their  utinoft  extre- 
mity, a  vifible,  and  fometimcs  a  material  rife  and  fall  of  the  tide,  with- 
out experiencing  any  other  current  than  a  conftant  drain  down  to  fea- 
ward,  excepting  jufl  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  gulph. 

On  our  approach  to  the  low  land,  we  gained  foundings  at  70  fa- 
thoms, which  fbon  decreaied  as  we  advanced,  to  30,  1  \,  and  3  fathoms, 
on  a  bank  that  flretchcs  acrofs  the  head  of  the  inlet,  fimilar  to  all  the 
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others  we  had  before  examined.  So  far  as  thefe  foundings  extended, 
which  did  not  exceed  half  a  league,  the  colour  of  the  water  was  a  little 
affefted,  probably  by  the  difcharge  of  the  frefli  watc"  rivulets,  that  ge- 
nerally aflumed  a  very  light  colour.  Beyond  thefe  foundings  the  water 
again  acquired  its  oceanic  colour,  and  its  depth  was  unfathomable. 

Not  a  little  mortified  that  our  progrefs  fhould  be  fo  foon  flopped^ 
it  became  highly  expedient  to  dire6l  our  wa)'  towards  the  fliips,  to  whofe 
ftp' ion,  by  the  neareft  route  we  could  take,  it  was  at  Icafl  114  miles. 
This  was  now  to  be  performed,  after  the  time  was  nearly  expired-  for 
which  our  fupply  of  provifions  had  been  calculated.  Necelfity  direfted 
that  no  time  fhould  be  loft ;  efpecially  as  I  was  determined  to  feck  a 
paflage  into  the  gulph  by  the  branch  of  this  inlet  that  we  had  jjaflcd  the 
preceding  day,  leading  to  the  n.w.  conceiving  there  was  a -great  pro- 
bability that  this  ^branch  might  lead  into  the  gulph  at  fome  diftance  be- 
yond where  we  had  entered  this  inlet;  in  which  courfe  we  fliould  have 
an  opportunity  of  fixing  the  boundaries  of  the  continent  to  the  utmoft 
extent  that  our  prefent  equipment  would  afford.  For  as  our  people  had 
become  wife  by  experience,  I  entertained  little  doubt  of  tlieir  having  i'o 
huft^anded  their  provifions  as  to  enable  our  effe6ling  this  (ervice  ;  by 
which  means  any  other  excurfion  this  way  would  be  rendered  unne- 
ceffary. 

About  2  leagues  from  the  head  of  the  inlet  we  had  obferved,  as  we 
pafTed  upwards  on  the  northern  ftiore,  a  fmall  creek  with  fome  rocky 
iflets  before  it,  where  I  intended  to  take  up  our  abode  for  the  night- 
On  our  return,  it  was  found  to  be  a  fall  of  fait  water,  juft  deep  enouo-h 
to  admit  our  boats  againft  a  very  rapid  ftream,  where  at  low  tide  they 
would  have  grounded  fome  feet  above  the  level  of  the  water  in  the  inlet. 
From  the  rapidity  of  the  ftream,  and  the  quantity  of  water  it  difcharged, 
it  was  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  by  its  taking  a  winding  dire6lion  up  a 
valley  to  the  n.k.  that  its  fource  was  at  fome  diftance.  This  not  an- 
i'wering  our  purpofe  as  a  refting  place,  obliged  us  to  continue  our 
fearch  along  the  ftiore  for  one  lefs  incommodious,  which  the  perpen- 
dicular precipices  precluded  our  finding  until  near  eleven  at  night, 
when  we  difembarked  on  the  only  low  proje6ling  point  the  inlet  afforded. 

At 
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At  four  again  the  next  morning,  we  {larted,  but  having  a  flrong 
foutherh'  gale  againfl  us,  it  was  paft  nine  at  night,  before  we  reached 
a  fmall  bay,  about  a  mile  to  the  north  of  the  north  point  of  the  arm 
leading  to  the  north-welhvard,  where  we  refled  for  the  night ;  and,  at 
day-light,  proceeded,  as  ufual,  along  the  continental  fhore. 

This  {'nil  ftretched  a  little  way  to  the  north-wcflward,  and  then  to  Wednef.  so. 
the  s.w.  into  the  gulph,  as  I  had  imagined  it  would;  forming,  irregu- 
larly, a  much  more  fpacious  channel  than  that  by  which  we  had  en- 
tered, having  an  ifland  lying  between  the  two  channels  about  3  leagues 
in  length,  with  feveral  fmall  iflets  about  it.  This  illand,  and  its  adja- 
cent fhorcs,  like  thofe  in  the  other  channel,  are  of  a  moderate  height, 
and  wear  a  fimilar  appearance.  It  was  nearly  noon  before  we  reached 
the  north  point  of  the  inlet ;  which,  producing  the  firll  Scotch  firs  we 
had  yet  feen,  obtained  the  name  of  Scotch-Fir  Point,  and  is  fitua- 
ted  in  latitude  49°  42',  longitude  236"  17'.  To  this  arm  of  the  fea,  I 
gave  the  name  of  Jervis's  Canal,  in  honor  of  Admiral  Sir  John 
Jervis. 

The  boundary  of  the  continental  fliorc  I  now  confidercd  as  determi- 
ned to  this  point,  from  a  full  convittion  that  the  inlet  under  the  ex- 
amination of  Mr.  Whidbey,  would  terminate  like  thofe  we  had  vifited. 
Prefuming  our  time  to  have  been  not  ill  ("pent,  we  direfted  our  courfe 
to  the  ftation  where  we  had  left  the  fhips  now  at  the  diftance  of  84 
miles,  fleering  for  the  oppofite  fhore,  being  the  land  before  adverted 
to,  as  appearing  to  form  an  extenfive  ifland,  or  pcninfula ;  the  ncarefi: 
part  of  which  was  about  five  miles  acrofs  from  Scotch-fir  point ;  and 
with  the  continental  fliorc  flill  formed  a  pafl'age,  to  all  appearance,  of 
the  fame  width,  inadircHion  n.  62  w.,  with  an  uninterrupted  horizon  in 
that  point  of  view  ;  fo  that,  whether  it  was  an  ifland  or  peninfula,  re- 
mained ftill  to  be  determined. 

The  (hores  of  this  land,  nearly  flrait  and  compaft,  are  principally 
formed  of  rocky  fubftanccs  of  different  forts  ;  amongft  which,  flate  was 
in  abundance ;  and  the  trees  it  produced  were  of  infinitely  more  luxu- 
riant growth  than  thofe  on  the  oppofite  fhore.  In  the  forenoon  of  the 
21  ft,  we  pafled  the  fouth  point  of  this  laud,  and,  in  remembrance  of  an  Thuddayai. 
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early  friendfliip,  I  called  it  PoiN  r  Upwood,  fituatcd  in  latitude  19" 28'^, 
longitude  236°  24'.  Tliis  land,  though  chiefly  compofed  oi"  one  lofty- 
mountain,  vifible  at  the  dilhincc  of  20  leagues  ana  upwards,  is  very 
narrow,  appearing  to  form,  Avitii  the  weflern  Ihore  of  the  guiph,  a 
channel  nearly  parallel  to  that  which  we  had  lad  quitted ;  though  confi- 
derably  more  extenfive,  and  containing  fomc  hnall  illantls.  lis  horizon 
■was  bounded  by  the  fummits  of  high  dillant  detached  mountains. 

As  we  were  rowing,  on  frida}-  moining,  for  point  Gre)',  purpofing 
there  to  land  and  breakfafl,  we  dilcovered  two  \  efTels  at  anchor  under 
the  land.  The  idea  which  firft  occurred  was,  that,  in  confcxjucnce  of 
our  protrafted  abfence,  though  I  had  left  no  orders  to  this  elfetl,  the 
veffels  had  fo  far  advanced  in  order  to  meet  us ;  but  on  a  nearer  ap- 
proach, it  was  difcovered,  that  they  were  a  brig  and  a  fchooner,  wear- 
ing the  colours  of  Spanifli  Acffels  of  war,  which  I  conceived  were  moll 
probably  employed  in  purfuils  fimilar  to  our  own ;  and  this  on  my  ar- 
rival on  board,  was  conlirmed.  Thefe  Ncllels  pro\ed  to  be  a  detach- 
ment from  the  commifTion  of  Sen'-  Melafpina,  who  was  himfelf  em- 
ployed in  the  Philippine  idands  ;  that  Sen'-  Melafpina  had,  the  preced- 
ing year,  vifitcd  the  coalt  ;  and  that  thefe  velTels,  his  Catholic  Majeliy's 
brig  the  Sutil,  under  the  command  of  Sen'-  Don  D.  Galiano,  widi 
the  fchooner  Mexicana,  commanded  by  Sen'-  Don  C.  Valdes,  both 
captains  of  frigates  in  the  Spanifli  navy,  had  failed  from  Acapulco  on 
the  8th  of  march,  in  order  to  profecute  difcoveries  on  this  coall. 
Sen''  Galiaiio,  who  fpoke  a  little  Englifh,  informed  me,  that  tliey  had 
arri\ed  at  Xootka  on  the  nth  of  a])ril,  from  whence  they  had  failed  on 
the  5th  of  this  month,  in  order  to  complete  the  examination  of  this  inlet, 
which  had,  in  the  preceding  year,  bet.n  paril\-  furveyed  by  fome  Spanilh 
olhccrs  whofe  chart  they  produced. 

I  cannot  a\oid  ;icknowledging  that,  on  this  occafion,  I  experienced 
no  fmall  degjree  of  mortification  in  findin";  the  external  fhorcs  of  the 
gulph  had  been  vifited,  and  ahead)'  examined  a  few  miles  be) ond  where 
my  relearches  during  the  excurfion,  had  extended  ;  making  the  land, 
I  had  been  in  doubt  about,  an  illand  ;  continuing  nearly  in  the  fame 
direciion,  about  4  leagues  further  than  had  been  feen  b)'  us ;  and,  by 
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the  Spaniards,  named  Favida.  The  channel,  between  it  and  the  maui, 
they  had  called  Canal  del  Neuftra  Signora  del  Rofario,  wliofe  weftern 
point  had  terminated  their  examination ;  which  feemed  to  have  been 
intircly  confined  to  the  exterior  fliores,  as  the  extenfive  arms,  and  inlets, 
which  had  occupied  fo  much  oi"  our  time,  had  not  claimed  the  lead  of 
their  attention. 

The  Spanifh  veflels,  that  had  been  thus  employed  lafl:  year,  had  re- 
fitted in  the  identical  part  of  port  Difcovery,  which  afforded  us  fimilar 
accommodation.  From  thefe  gentlemen,  I  likewife  underflood,  that 
Sen^-  Quadra,  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  Spanifh  marine  at  St. 
Bias  and  at  California,  was,  with  three  frigates  and  a  brig,  waiting  my 
arrival  at  Nootka,  in  order  to  negotiate  the  refloration  of  thofc  territo- 
ries to  the  crown  of  Great-Britain.  Their  conduft  was  replete  with 
that  politencis  and  friendfliip  which  charafterizes  the  Spanifh  nation : 
every  kind  of  ufeful  information  tliey  chcrfully  communicated,  and 
obligingly  expreffed  much  defire,  that  circumftances  might  fo  concur  as 
to  admit  our  refpetlive  labours  being  carried  on  together  ;  for  which 
purpofe,  or,  if  from  our  long  abfencc  and  fatigue  in  an  open  boat,  I 
would  widi  to  remain  with  my  party  as  their  g'.iefl,  they  would  imme- 
diately difpatch  a  boat  with  fuch  dircftions  as  I  might  deem  necef- 
fary  for  the  condutt  of  the  fliips,  or,  in  the  event  of  a  favorable  breeze 
fpringing  up,  they  would  wc'gh  and  fail  direftly  to  their  flation:  but  be- 
ing intent  on  lofing  no  time.  I  declined  their  oclij^ing  offers,  and  having 
partaken  with  them  a  v'^ry  i..  i.ty  breakfiiff,  bad  them  farewell,  not  Icfs 
pleafcd  with  tlicir  hoipicality  :iniJ  at';ention,  than  afloniflied  at  the  vcfTels 
in  which  they  were  empioved  to  execute  a  fervice  of  fucli  a  nature. 
They  were  each  about  f'lrty-five  tor.  burthen,  mounted  two  brafs  guns, 
and  were  navigated  by  twenl'' -Rmt  men,  bearing  one  lieulcnant,  with- 
out a  fingle  inferior  officer.  Their  apartments  juff  allowed  room  for 
lleeping  places  on  eacii  fide,  with  a  table  in  the  intermediate  fpace, 
at  which  four  perfons,  with  for.ie  didiculty,  could  fit,  and  were,  in 
all  other  refpefts,  the  moll  ill  calculated  and  unfit  vcfTels  that  could 
poffibly  be  imagined  for  fuch  an  exjx'dition  ;  notwithflanding  this,  it 
was  pleafant  to  obferve,  in  jjoint  of  living,  they  pofrcfied  many  more 
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comforts  than  could  rcafonably  have  been  expefted.  I  fliewed  them  the 
(ketch  I  had  m„  Je  of  our  excurfion,  and  pointed  out  the  only  fpot  which 
I  conceived  we  had  left  unexamined,  nearly  at  the  head  of  Burrard's  ca- 
nal :  thc\-  Teemed  much  furprized  that  we  had  not  found  a  river  faid  to 
exift  in  the  region  we  had  been  exploring,  and  named  by  one  of  their 
officers  Rio  Blancho,  in  compliment  to  the  then  prime  minifter  of 
Spain ;  which  river  thefe  gentlemen  had  fought  for  thus  far  to  no  pur- 
pofe.  They  took  fuch  notes  as  tiiey  chofe  from  my  (ketch,  and  pro- 
mifed  to  examine  the  fmall  opening  in  Burrard's  canal,  whiclu  ^vith 
every  other  information  they  could  procure,  ftiould  be  at  my  fervice  on 
our  next  meeting. 

From  thefe  new  and  unexpcfted  friends  we  direfted  our  courfe  along 
the  fhoa!  already  noticed,  which  I  now  called  Sturgeon  Bank,  in 
confcqucnce  of  our  having  purchafed  of  the  natives  fome  excellent 
fifh  of  that  kind,  weighing  from  fourteen  to  two  hundred  pounds  each. 
To  avoid  this  bank,  which  (Iretches  from  point  Roberts  to  point  Grey,  a 
mo(l  excellent  leading  mark  was  obferved  along  its  weftern  extremity, 
being  Pafi'age  and  Anvil  iflands  in  one,  which  lead  by  its  edge  in  6  fa- 
thoms water,  deepening  fuddenly  to  the  weftward,  and  in  many  places 
to  the  eaftward,  fhoaling  as  fuddenly  to  3,  2,  and  1  fathom.  7'he  cir- 
cle which  this  bank  occafioned  us  to  make,  made  the  diitance  to  point 
Roberts  upwards  of  30  miles.  We  were  likewife  unfortunate  in  having 
two  flood  tides  againft  us.  Thefe,  together  with  a  light  foutlierly  breeze 
that  prevailed  the  whole  time,  obliged  us  to  be  conltantly  rowing  from 
nine  in  the  forenoon  until  after  midnight,  before  we  could  reach  the 
point,  which  was  at  length  effefted ;  though  not  before  we  were  nearly 
exhaufted  by  fatigue.  Here  we  (lept,  and  in  the  morning  of  the  23d, 
Saturday  23.  againft  a  ftrong  eafterly  breeze,  about  ten  in  the  forenoon  we  reached 
the  (hips,  after  having  traverfed  in  our  boats  upwards  of  330  miles. 

The  broken  part  of  the  coaft  that  Mr.  Whidbey  had  been  employed  in 
examining,  was  found  to  extend  but  a  lew  miles  to  the  northward  of  the 
fpot  where  his  former  rcfearches  had  ended  ;  forming  altogether  an  ex- 
ten(ive  bay,  which  I  have  diltinguiflied  as  Bki.lingmam's  Bay.  It  is 
fituuted  behind  a  clufter  of  iflands,  from  which  a  number  of  channels 
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lead  into  it :  its  gieatcft  extent  in  a  north  and  fouth  dire6lion,  is  iVom 
the  latitude  of  48°  36',  to  .jS"  48' ;  the  longitude  of  its  eaflern  extremity 
237°  50'.  It  every  where  affords  good  and  fecure  anchorage  ;  oppolite 
to  its  north  point  of  entrance  the  fhores  are  high  and  rocky,  with  fonie 
detached  rocks  lying  off  it.  Here  was  found  a  brook  of  mod  excellent 
water.  To  the  north  and  fouth  of  thefe  rocky  cliffs  the  fliores  are  lels 
elevated,  efpecially  to  the  northward,  where  fome  of  thofe  beautiful  ver- 
dant lawns  were  again  prefented  to  our  view.  Near  the  north  entrance 
into  this  bay,  the  two  Spanifli  veffels  had  been  defcried  by  Mr.  Whidbey, 
who  returned,  and  communicated  the  intelligence  to  the  fliips ;  in  con- 
fequence  of  which  the  Chatham  weighed  and  fpoke  them  off  point 
Roberts ;  they  having  paffed  our  fhips  during  the  night  undifcovered. 

Having  now  fixed  the  continental  fliore  fo  hr  as  from  this  ftation  was 
within  our  reach,  and  having  obtained  fufficient  obfervations  for  correft- 
ing  the  rate  of  our  chronometers,  every  thing  was  immediately  re-em- 
barked, and  we  were  in  rcadinefs  to  proceed  in  the  morning. 

During  my  abfence,  the  boats  of  the  Dlfcovery  and  Chatham  had 
been  employed  in  attempting  to  gain  fome  further  knowledge  of  the 
numerous  iflands  we  paffed  by  on  our  arrival  in  this  bay  ;  but  they 
were  found  fo  abundantly  difperfed  as  to  preclude  any  correft  examina- 
tion, without  having  fufficient  leifure  for  the  purpofe. 

Nothing  further  occurred  at  this  ffation  worthy  of  notice,  if  we  except 
an  obfervation  which  had  been  repeatedly  made,  that  in  proportion  as 
we  advanced  to  the  nortliward,  the  forefts  were  compofed  of  an  infinitely 
lels  variety  of  trees,  and  iheir  growth  was  Icfs  luxuriant.  Thofe  mofl 
commonlv  feen  were  pines  of  d'ffercnt  forts,  the  arbor  vita:,  the  oriental 
arbutus,  anc'  I  believe,  fome  fpecies  of  cyprefs.  On  the  iflands  fome 
few  fmall  oaks  were  feen,  with  the  \''irginian  juniper  ;  and  at  th.is  place 
the  Weymouth  pine,  Canadian  elder,  and  black  birch  ;  which  latter 
o-rew  in  fuch  abundance,  that  it  obtained  the  name  of  Birch  Bay.  The 
s.  E.  part  of  this  Bay  is  formed  by  nearly  perpendicular  rocky  cliffs, 
from  whence  the  higher  woodland  country  retires  a  confiderable  dillance 
to  the  north  eaftward,  leaving  an  exteiifive  'pace  of  low  land  between  It 
and  the  fca,  feparated  from  the  high  ground   by  a  rivulet  of  frifh  \vater 
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that  rlifthargcs  itfelf  at  the  bottom,  or  north  extremity  of  the  Bay.  On 
the  low  laud  very  luxuriunt  grafs  was  produced,  with  wild  rofe,  goofe- 
berrv,  and  other  bufhes  in  abundance. 

1  Ihall  conclude  this  chapter  by  dating  that,  by  the  mean  refult  of 
eleven  meridional  altitudes  of  tlie  fun,  we  found  Birch  bay  fituated  in 
latitude  48"  53'^ ;  the  longitude  237"  33',  was  deduced  from  the  obfer- 
vations  made  ufe  of  for  fettling  port  Difcovery,  including  twenty-eight 
fets  of  lunar  diflances  taken  at  this  ftation,  whence  on  the  22d,  at  noon, 
Kendall's  chronometer  was  found  to  be  54'  11"  29'"  fall  of  mean  time  at 
Geeenwich,  and  by  fix  days  correfponding  altitudes,  to  be  gaining  on 
mean  time  at  the  rate  of  12"  45'"  per  day.  Mr.  Arnold's  on  board  the 
Chatham,  from  the  fame  authority  was,  on  the  fame  day  at  noon,  faft 
of  mean  time  at  Greenwich,  3''  14',  46",  and  gaining  at  the  rate  of  25" 
15'"  per  day.  The  variation  of  the  compafs.  by  nineteen  fets  of  azi- 
muths, differing  from  17^  to  21  degrees,  gave  a  mean  refult  of  19°  30* 
eaftwardly  variation. 

The  vertical   inclination  rl  the  marine  dipping  needle. 

Marked  end.  North  face  Eaft  _  .  . 

Ditto,  Ditto    -     'Weft 

Ditto,  South  face  Eaft 

Ditto,  Ditto     -     'Weft 

The  mean  vertical  inclination  of  the  magnetic  needle       -       73      13 
The  tides  -were  found  to  be  very  iiiconfiderable,  but  were  not  particu- 
larly noticed. 
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CHAPTER    VIII. 

The  veJfeU  continue  their  route  to  the  northward — Anchor  in  Defolation 
found — The  boats  difpatched  on  furveying  parties — Dif cover  a  pajfage  to 
fea — Quit  Defolation  found — Fafs  through  Johnjlone'sjlraits. 
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W I  T  H    a   fine  breeze,   and  very  pleafant  weather,   we  failed  out 

of  Birch  bay,  on  Midfummer  morning;  and,  with  the  wind  from  the    *— v^— » 

eaftward,  we  direfted  our  courfe  up  the  gulph,  to  the  north- weftward. 

About  two  in  the  afternoon,  we  were  joined  by  the  Spanifh  veffels,  who  Sunday  24. 

falutcd  by  cheering.     This  was  returned  ;  after  which,  their  refpeftive 

commanders  favored  me  with  their  company  on  board  the  Difcovery  ; 

and  wc  purfued  our  way  up  the  gulph  together. 

Sen'.  Galiano  informed  me,  that  they  had  examined  the  fmall  branch 
I  had  pafTed  by  in  Burrard's  canal,  which  was  found  very  narrow,  lead- 
ing in  a  north  dircftion  nearly  3  leagues,  where  it  terminated  in  a 
fmall  rivulet.  They  favored  me  with  a  copy  of  their  fketch  of  it,  as 
alfo  with  their  good  company  until  fun-fet,  when  they  returned  to  their 
veffels  ;  point  Roberts  then  bearing  by  compafs  s.  68  £.,  point  Grey, 
N.64K.;  which  being  the  nearell  part  of  the  continental  or  caflcrn 
lliorc,  was  at  the  diltance  of  about  3  leagues  ;  and  the  nearcft  part  of 
the  oppofite  Oiore  of  the  jrulph.  bearing  s.  w.,  was  diftant  about  2  leagues. 

During  tV.e  night,  and  until  noon  the  next  day,  the  winds  were  light  Monday  sj 
and  bafili'ig.  In  the  courfe  of  the  forenoon  a  great  number  of  v  hales 
weie  pl.ivmg  about  in  every  diredion  ;  and  though  we  b;^:l  h<en  fre- 
fjue  ilv  vifited  by  thcfe  animals  in  this  inland  navigation,  there  fccmed 
more  iibout  us  now,  then  the  whole  of  thofe  we  had  before  fccn,  if  col- 
lected together. 

This 
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This  circumftancc,  in  fonic  mcafurc,  favored  the  anbrtion  in  Mr. 
Mears's  publication,  that  a  pad'agc  to  the  ocean  would  be  found  by 
pcrfevering  in  our  preRnt  couric;  though  tliis  was  again  rendered 
very  doubtful,  as  we  had  undcrllood,  from  our  Spanifh  friends,  that, 
notwithdanthng  the  Spaniards  had  hved  upon  terms  of  great  intimacy 
with  Mr.  Gray  and  other  American  traders  at  Nootka,  they  had  no 
knowledge  of  any  pcrfbn  having  ever  performed  fuch  a  voyage,  but  from 
tlie  hiftory  of  it  pubiifhed  in  England ;  and  fo  far  were  thefe  gentlemen 
from  being  better  acquainted  with  the  difcoveries  of  De  Fuca  or  Dc 
Fonte  than  ourfelves,  that,  from  us,  they  expcflc-d  much  information  as 
to  the  truth  of  fuch  reports.  Sen'-  Valdes,  who  had  been  on  tiic  coafl 
the  preceding  year,  and  fpoke  the  Indian  language  very  fluently,  under- 
flood,  from  the  natives,  that  this  inlet  did  communicate  with  the  ocean 
to  the  nortlnvard,  where  they  liad  feen  fhips.  He  was,  however,  too 
well  acquainted  with  their  charafters  as  reporters,  to  place  much  de- 
pendence on  their  information,  which  was  incompetent  to  the  forming 
of  any  idea  how  far  remote  fuch  ocean  might  be. 

A  gentle  gale  fpringing  up  from  the  eallward,  foon  after  mid-day, 
we  brought  to  for  the  Spanifli  veffels,  who  were  at  fome  diflance  aftern. 
When  they  came  up,  we  were  honored  with  the  company  of  the  com- 
manders to  dinner  ;  and  then  made  fail,  directing  our  courfe  through  the 
canal  del  Neullra  Signora  del  Rofario,  whofe  whole  extent  nearly  in  a  di- 
re6lion  N.53  w.,  is  about  10  leagues  from  point  Upwood,  the  s.k.  point, 
to  Point  Marshall,  the  n.w.  point  of  the  ifland  of  Feveda;  which 
point  is  fituated  in  latitude  49° 48',  longitude  235°  47'^.  From  Scotch- 
fir  point,  the  (horcs  of  the  canal  approximated,  until  they  became 
within  two  miles  of  each  other,  at  its  wellern  end  ;  and  are,  as  well 
on  the  illand,  as  on  the  continental  fide,  nearly  ftraight,  perfedly  com- 
pa6l,  and  rife  gradually,  particularly  on  the  continental  (hore,  from  a 
beach  of  fand  and  fmall  Hones,  to  a  height  that  might  be  confidered  ra- 
ther elevated  land,  well  clothed  with  wood,  but  without  any  figns  of  be- 
ing inhabited.  From  hence,  the  continental  fliore  took  a  n',\v.  dire6tiou. 
From  point  Marfliall  n.  35  w.,  about  a  league  dillant,  lies  an  ifland 
of  a  moderate  height,  four  miles  in  circuit,  with  a  fmaller  one  about  a 
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mile  to  the  s.w.  of  it;  between  this,  which  I  named  Harwood's 
Island,  and  point  Marlhall,  arc  fome  rocky  iflands  and  funken 
rocks. 

On  the  coaft  of  the  main  land  oppofitc  this  ifland  is  a  fmall  brook^ 
probably  of  frefli  water ;  from  whence,  as  we  advanced,  the  fhorcs  put 
on  a  very  dreary  afpc6l,  chit;fly  compofed  of  rugged  rocks,  thinly 
wooded  with  fmall  dwarf  pine  trees.  The  iflands,  however,  which  ap- 
peared before  us,  were  of  a  moderate  height,  and  prefented  a  fcene  more 
pleafing  and  fertile.  About  five  in  the  evening  we  palTed  between  the 
main  and  an  ifland  lying  in  an  eaft  and  weft  direction,  which  I  named 
Savary's  Island,  about  2  leagues  long,  and  about  half  a  league 
broad:  its  n.k.  point,  fituated  in  latitude  /19° 57'y,  longitude  235°  54'-j, 
forms  a  pafFage  with  the  continental  (iiore,  along  which,  in  a  n.w. 
direflion,  we  continued  at  a  diftance  from  half  a  mile  to  half  a  league. 
On  the  fouth  fide  of  Savary's  idand  were  numbcrlefs  funken  rocks, 
nearly  haif  a  league  from  its  (hores,  vifible  I  believe  only  at  low  water. 

We  fecmcd  now  to  have  forfaken  the  main  direflion  of  the  gulph,  being 
on  every  fule  encompafied  by  iflands  and  fmall  rocky  illets  ;  fome  lying 
along  the  continental  fhore,  others  coiifufcdly  fcattered,  of  dilFcrent  forms 
and  diniciifions.  Souih-weftward  of  thcfe  iflands,  the  main  arm  of  the 
gulph  extended  in  a  north  weft  dire6lion,  apparently  3  or  4  leagues  wide, 
bounded  by  high  though  diftant  land.  Through  this  very  unpleafant 
navigation  we  failed,  ftill  keeping  clofe  to  the  continental  lliore,  which 
was  compafl.  About  dark  we  entered  a  fpacious  found  ftretchingto  the 
eaftward.  Here  I  was  very  defirous  of  remaining  until  da\  lijjht;  but 
foundings  could  not  be  gained  though  clofe  to  the  fliore. 

The  night  was  dark  and  rainy,  and  the  winds  fo  light  and  variable,  that 
b}'  the  influence  of  the  tides  wc  were  driven  about  as  it  were  blindfolded  in 
this  Kibyrintii,  until  towards  midnight,  when  we  were  happilv  conduced 
to  I  he  north  fide  of  an  ifland  in  this  fuppofed  found,  where  we  anchored  in 
company  with  the  Chatham  and  the  SpanHh  vefTels,  in  32  fluhoms  water, 
rocky  bottom.  At  break  of  day  we  found  ourlelves  about  half  a  mile 
from  the  fliores  of  a  high  rocky  ifland,  ("iirrounded  by  a  detached  and 
broken  country,  whofe  general  appearance  was  very  inhofpitable.  Stu- 
pendous 
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pendous  rocky  mouiuains  rifinq  altnofl:  pcr[)ciulicularly  from  the  fca, 
principally  compofcd  the  north  weft,  north  and  caflcrn  quarters  ;  on  ihefe, 
pine  trees,  though  not  of  luxuriant  growth,  nor  of  iriuch  variety,  were 
produced  in  great  numbers.  The  jileafing  profpetts  which  the  (hores 
on  the  eaftern  fide  ot"  the  gulph  afforded  by  their  contrail  with  the 
mountauis  of  the  fnow\'  barrier,  giving  a  grand  and  ir.tercding  charaftcr 
to  the  landfcape,  licre  no  longer  exilled;  nor  had  we  been  enabled  to 
trace  that  range  of  mountains  far  to  tlie  north-wcllward  of  Scotch-Fir 
point,  where  the  line  of  coaft  forms  a  very  confiderahle  angle  with  that 
of  the  barrier  mountains.  It  is  however  probable,  that  at  fome  dillance 
from  our  prefent  anchorage,  where  the  pcrpendicidar  precipices  we  were 
now  under,  would  no  longer  have  obftru6ied  our  view  of  the  inland 
country,  their  lofty  fummits  would  have  been  ftill  vifible.  The  tops 
of  the  rugged  mountains  that  compofe  thefe  (hores  were  not  fufficiently 
elevated  to  retain  the  fnow  in  funimer,  which,  in  all  probability,  clothe 
them  during  the  winter  feafon. 

Ihe  infinitely  divided  ajipcarance  of  the  region  into  which  we  had  now 
arrived,  promifed  to  furnifh  ample  employment  for  our  boats. 

To  Lieutenant  Puget  and  Mr.  Whidbey  in  the  Difcovcry's  launch  and 
cutter,  I  configned  the  examination  of  the  continental  fliore,  from  the 
place  where  ^\"e  had  loit  fight  of  it  the  preceding  evening.  Mr.  John- 
lione,  in  the  Chatham's  cutter,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Swaine  in  her 
launch,  were  dire6}ed  to  inveftigate  a  branch  of  this  found  leading  to  the 
north  weftward;  and  Sen'- Valdes  undertook  the  furvev  of  the  interme- 
diate coaft  ;  by  which  arrangement  the  whole,  or  if  not  of  a  very  confidc- 
rablc  extent,  would  foon  be  determined.  Whilft  the  boats  were  equip- 
ping, Mr.  Broughton  went  in  queft  of  a  more  commodious  fituation  for 
the  fliips  up  the  found  to  the  north  weft. 

The  weather,  which  was  ferene  and  extremely  pleafant,  afforded  me 
an  opportunity,  in  company  with  Sen'-  Galiano  and  fome  of  our  offi- 
cers, to  vifit  the  fliore  of  the  ifland,  near  which  we  were  at  anchor,  and 
to  determine  the  fituation  of  its  weft  point  to  be  in  latitude  50"  6',  lon- 
gitude 235°  26'.  With  the  former  Sen'-  Galiano's  obfervations  agreed, 
but  bv  his  chronometer  the  longitude  was  made  more  wcflerly.  My  ob- 
fervations 
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fervations  l)cing  deduced  from  the  watch,  according  10  its  rate  as  fetilcd 
in  Birdi  bay,  which  was  not  very  hkcly  to  have  yet  acquired  any  mate- 
rial error,  inclined  nie  to  believe  we  were  probably  the  moll  corretl. 

Early  in  the  aliernoon  Mr.  Broughton  returned,  having  l()und  a  more 
eligible  anchorage,  though  in  a  fituation  equally  dreary  and  unpleafant. 
The  feveral  gentlemen  in  the  boats  being  made  acquainted  with  the  (la- 
tion  to  which  the  fhips  were  about  to  refort,  departed  agreeably  t<<  their 
refpeftive  inflrutlions. 

The  wind  that  {inre  noon  had  blown  frefli  from  the  s.  e,  pfwndlcd  wuh 
heavy  fqua lis  and  11  '1  rain,  drove  us  by  its  increafed  violence  iVom 
our  anchorage,  and  fl  inilantly  into  70  and  80  fathoms  water.     The 

anchor  was  immediately  hove  up,  and  we  fleered  for  the  rendezvous  Mr. 
Broughton  had  j)ointc(l  out,  where  about  fix  in  the  evening  we  arrived 
in  company  with  our  little  fquadron.  Our  fituation  here  was  on  the 
northern  fide  of  an  arm  of  the  found  leading  to  the  north  weflward,  a  lit- 
tle more  than  half  a  mile  wide,  prefenting  as  gloomy  and  difmal  an  afi)e6l 
as  nature  could  well  be  fuppofed  to  exhibit,  had  fhc  not  l)ecn  a  little 
aided  by  vegetation  ;  which  though  dull  and  unintcrefling,  fcreencd  from 
our  fight  the  dreary  rocks  and  precipices  that  compofc  thefe  defolate 
fhores,  efpecially  on  the  northern  fidc;  as  the  oppofite  fhore,  though 
extremely  rude  and  mountainous,  poffeffed  a  fmall  fpace  of  nearh'  level 
land,  flretching  from  the  water  fide,  on  which  fome  different  foils  of 
the  pine  tribe,  arbor  vitae,  maple,  and  the  oriental  arbutus,  fwnud  to 
grow  with  fome  vigour,  and  in  a  better  foil. 

The  very  circumfcribed  view  that  we  had  of  the  countrv  here,  ren- 
dered it  impoffible  to  form  the  mofl  diflant  idea  of  anv  circumflanccs  re- 
lative to  the  fituation  in  which  we  had  become  ftationaiy  ;  whether  com- 
pofed  of  iflands,  or  of  fuch  arms  of  the  fea  as  we  had  lately  been  em- 
ployed in  examining,  or  how  long  there  was  a  probabilit)'  of  our  remain- 
ing  in  anxious  expe6^ation  for  the  return  of  our  friends.  Our  refidence 
here  was  truly  forlorn ;  an  aweful  filence  pervaded  the  gloomy  forefls, 
whilfl  animated  nature  feemed  to  have  deferterl  the  neidibourin*'-  coun- 
try,  whofe  foil  afforded  only  a  ihw  finall  onions,  fome  famphire,  and 
here  and  there  bufties  bearing  a  fcanty  crop  of  indifferent  berries.     Nor 
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vas  the  feii  more  favorable  to  our  wants,  the  fteCji  rocky  fhores  pre- 
vented the  ule  of  ilic  feine,  and  not  a  fidi  at  the  bottom  could  be  tempt- 
ed to  take  the  hook. 

I  had  abfehtcd  niyfelf  from  tlie  prefent  furveying  excurfions,  in  order 
to  procure  fome  oblervations  lor  the  longitude  here,  and  to  arrange  the 
charts  of  the  dilferent  furve)s  in  the  order  they  had  been  made.  Thefe 
when  fo  methodized,  my  third  lieutenant  Mr.  Baker  had  undertaken  to 
copy  and  embcUidi,  and  who,  in  point  of  accuracy,  neatnefs,  and  fuch 
difpatch  as  circumllances  admitted,  certainly  excelled  in  a  very  high  de- 
gree. To  conclude  our  operations  up  to  the  prefent  period  fome  fur- 
ther angles  were  required.  Befide  thefe  I  was  defirous  of  acquiring  fome 
knowledge  of  the  main  channel  of  the  gulph  we  had  quitted  on  monday 
afternoon,  and  to  which  no  one  of  our  boats  had  been  direfted. 

Early  the  next  morning  I  fat  out  in  the  yawl  on  that  purfuit,  with  a 
favorable  breeze  from  the  n.w.  which  fliortly  (hifted  to  the  oppoiite 
quarter,  and  blew  a  frefh  gale,  attended  with  a  very  heavy  rain.  Hav- 
ing reached  by  ten  in  the  forenoon  no  further  than  the  ifland  under 
which  we  had  anchored  at  midnight  on  the  25th,  a  profpeft  of  a  certain 
continuance  of  the  unfettled  weather  obliged  me  to  abandon  my  defign, 
and  return  to  the  fliip  ;  where  I  had  the  pleafure  of  hearing  the  launch 
and  cutter  had  arrived  foon  after  my  departure,  after  having  completed 
the  examination  of  the  continental  coafl  from  the  place  where  we  had 
left  it,  the  night  we  had  entered  the  found,  to  about  3  hagues  north- 
weltward  of  our  prefent  ftation,  making  the  land  near  which  we  were 
then  at  anchor  on  our  northern  fide,  an  ifland,  or  a  clufler  of  iflands  of 
confiderable  extent.  Thefe  gentlemen  were  likewife  of  opinion,  that  all 
the  land  before  us  to  the  wellward  and  n.w.  from  its  infular  appear- 
ance, formed  an  immenfe  archipelago ;  but  knowing  Mr.  Johnftone  was 
direfted  to  examine  that  quarter,  and  coming  within  fight  of  the  fhips, 
they  had  returned  on  board  for  further  inftruftions. 

On  the  commencement  of  their  furvey,  they  found  the  continental 
fhore  continue  nearly  in  its  N.w.  dire6Hon  to  tlie  eallern  point  of  en- 
trance into  this  found,  which  I  called  PoiiNT  Sarah,  and  is  fituated  in 
latitude  50**  4'^,  longitude  235''  25'-^ ;  its  oppofite  point,  which  I  named 
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Point  Mary,  lying  N.72VV.  about  half  a  leagtic  diRanl ;  IVom  point 
Sarah  they  proceeded  along  the  continental  fhore  up  a  very  narrow  ca- 
nal, rendered  ahnofl  inaccefFible  by  the  number  of  furken  rocks  and 
rocky  iHeis  which  it  contained.  It  was  found  to  lead  in  a  fouth-cafterly 
direftion,  ahnoft  parallel  with,  and  2  or  3  miles  from,  the  northern 
fhore  of  the  gulph  at  the  didance  of  about  3  leagues,  with  a  fmaller 
branch  near  the  middle,  extending  about  a  league  from  its  northern 
fhore  to  the  n.n.e.  From  this  canal  they  continued  along  the  conti- 
nental fliore  in  an  eafterly  and  n.  e.  direftion,  which  led  to  that  part  of 
the  coaft  under  the  infpe6lion  of  Sen"^-  Valdes.  The  eaftern  fhore,  for 
the  fpace  of  2  leagues,  was  found  much  indented ;  and  feveral  fmall 
iflands  and  rocks  were  feen  lying  near  it  to  the  latitude  of  50"  10',  Ion- 
gitude  235°  35'.  Kere  thefe  rocky  iflets  difappeared,  and  the  coafl  took 
a  winding  courfe  n.w.  and  weflward,  to  a  point  bearing  from  the  above 
flation  N.  35  \v.  diftant  about  2  leagues,  and  forming  the  eafl  point  of 
an  arm  of  the  found,  whofe  entrance,  about  half  a  league  wide,  has  two 
fmall  iflets  lying  in  it.  About  a  mile  up  this  arm  they  met  Sen'  Valdes, 
who  informed  them  he  had  thoroughly  explored  that  place,  and  that  in 
the  channel  leading  to  the  north-weflward  he  had  fpoken  with  Mr.  John- 
Itone,  fo  that  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  a  pafTage  to  the  fhips  by  that 
route.  Sen'  Valdes  intimated  that  he  confidered  any  further  invefliga- 
tion  of  that  place  totally  unnecefTary;  but  the  officers  not  having  on 
this  occafion  any  direftions  of  a  difcretionary  nature,  a6ted  according  to 
the  orders  they  had  formerly  received  for  the  execution  of  fuch  fervice, 
and  profecuted  its  examination.  They  found  it  extend  in  an  irregular 
north-eaflerly  direftion  to  the  latitude  of  50°  22',  longitude  235°  46', 
where  it  terminated  in  fhallow  water  and  a  little  low  land  ;  through  which 
flowed  two  fmall  rivulets.  In  thefe  rivulets,  and  on  the  fhoal  parts,  fe- 
veral wears  were  erefted.  Along  the  fhores  of  tlie  upper  part  of  this 
arm,  which  are  mofll)'  compofed  of  high  fteep  barren  rocks,  were  feveral 
fences  formed  by  thin  laths,  fluck  either  in  the  ground,  or  in  the  chinks 
of  the  rocks,  with  others  placed  along  them  ;  fome  in  horizontal,  others 
in  oblique,  and  different  direftions.  Ranges  of  thefe  were  fixed  along 
the  rocky  cliffs  in  the  line  of  the  fhore,  others  varied  from  that  dire6lion, 
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and  from  tliiij  appearance  were  fuppofed  to  be  intended  for  the  purpofe 
of  drying  lidi  ;  but  as  finiilar  works,  tliough  perhaps  not  quite  fo  extcn- 
fi\ f,  JKid  been  often  ob(crved  without  being  appropriated  to  that  ufe, 
and  were  alv.'a\s  at  a  confulerable  diilance  from  any  known  habitation  ; 
the  objetl  they  were  defigned  for,  remained  as  uncertain  to  us,  as  the  ap- 
phcation  of  the  high  beacons  we  found  fo  frequently  erefted  on  the  more 
fouthern  parts  of  New  Georgia. 

'I'he  furrounding  country  up  this  arm  nearly  correfponded  with  that 
in  the  neighbourliood  of  Howe's  found;  and,  like  it,  was  nearly  defti- 
tule  of  inhabitants.  Two  canoes  were  feen,  which  the  owners  had  very 
recently  quitted,  as  their  garments  and  many  of  their  utenlils  were  re- 
maining in  them,  to  which  tiie  officers  added  fome  articles  of  iron,  cop- 
per, beads,  and  other  trinkets.  From  hence  they  direded  their  courfe 
towards  the  (hips,  and  arrived  as  before  Hated.  The  country  they  'lad 
vifited  differed  little,  ccepting  in  one  or  two  fmall  fpots,  from  the  re- 
gion in  which  we  were  then  flationed  :  the  whole  prefented  one  defolate, 
rude,  and  inhofpitable  afpeff.  It  has  already  been  confidered  as  not  in- 
tireiy  deflitute  of  the  human  race  ;  and  that  it  had  been  more  populous 
than  at  prefent,  was  manifefled  by  the  party  having  difcovered  an  exten- 
five  deferted  village,  computed  to  have  been  the  refidence  of  nearly  three 
hundred  perfons.  It  was  built  on  a  rock,  whofe  perpendicular  cliffs 
were  nearly  inacceflible  on  evexy  fide ;  and  connected  with  the  main,  by 
alow  narrow  neck  of  land,  about  the  center  of  which  grew  a  tree,  from 
whofe  branches  planks  were  laid  to  the  rock,  forming  by  this  means  a 
communication  that  could  eafdy  be  removed,  to  prevent  their  being  mo- 
lefled  by  their  internal  unfriendly  neighbours  ;  and  proiecled  in  front, 
which  was  prefented  to  the  fea,  from  their  external  enemies,  by  a  plat- 
form, which,  with  much  labour  and  ingenuity  liad  been  conftrufted  on 
a  level  M-ith  their  houfes,  and  overhung  and  guarded  the  rock.  This, 
with  great  flability,  was  formed  by  large  timbers  judicioufly  placed  for 
fupporting  each  other  in  every  direction;  their  lower  ends  were  well 
fecured  in  the  chalms  of  the  rocks  about  half  way  to  the  water  s  edge, 
admitting  the  platform  to  be  fo  projefted  as  to  comm.and  the  foot  of  the 
rock  aguiufl  any  attempt  to  fform  the  village.     The  whole  feemed  fo 
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ncilfully  contrive<l,  ;iik1  fo  firmly  and  well  cxecutai,  as  rendcrcrl  it  difTi-       '702- 

[llMC, 

cult  to  be  coiifidcrcd  the  work  of  the  untutored  tribes  we  had  been  ac- 
cuflomed  to  meet ;  had  not  their  broken  arms  and  implements,  with 
parts  of  their  manufaftured  garments,  plainly  evinced  its  inhabitants 
to  be  of  the  fame  race. 

WhiHl  examining  ihefe  abandoned  dwellings,  and  admiring  the  rude 
citadel  jirojeded  for  their  defence,  our  gentlemen  were  fuddenly  alfailed 
by  an  unexpe61ed  numerous  enemy,  whofe  legions  made  fo  furious  an 
attack  upon  each  of  their  perfons,  that  unable  to  vanquifli  their  foes, 
or  to  fuftain  the  conflift,  they  rufhed  up  to  their  necks  in  water.  This 
expedient,  however,  proved  ineffe6lual ;  nor  was  it  until  after  all  their 
clothes  were  boiled,  that  they  were  difengagcd  from  an  immenfe  hord  of 
fleas,  which  they  had  difturbed  by  examining  too  minutely  the  filthy 
garments  and  apparel  of  the  late  inhabitants. 

The  weather  continued  very  rainy  and  unplcafant  until  the  forenoon 
of  the  lit  of  July,  when  on  its  clearing  up,  Mr.  Pugct  and  Mr.  Whid- 
bey  were  again  difpatchcd,  to  execute  the  tafk  1  had  the  preceding  day 
attempted  ;  as  likewife  to  gain  fome  information  of  the  fouthcin  fide  of 
the  gulph,  and  the  broken  country,  which  exiflcd  between  it  and  our 
prefent  anchorage. 

The  fccurities  about  the  head  of  the  Difcovery  being  conllantly  out 
of  repair,  our  carpenters  were  now  employed  on  that  fervice;  and,  here 
alfo,  we  brewed  fome  fpruce-beer.,  wliicli  was  excellent. 

Tlie  next  day  in  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Johnfl:one  returned,  who,  after  Monday  2. 
having  met  Sen'-  Valdcs,  as  before  ftated ;  abandoned  his  purfiiit  of  thai 
which  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  main  fhore  leading  to  the  eallward,  and 
profecuted  his  refearches  in  the  oppofite  dire6lion,  leading  to  the  wefi:, 
N.w.  and  to  the  north,  in  a  channel  of  an  irregular  widdi,  where,  after 
examining  a  fmall  opening,  in  a  northerly  dirc6i ion,  he  (hortly  difcovcred 
another,  about  two  miles  wide,  in  latitude  50°  21',  longitude  235° 9';  along 
which,  he  kept  the  [larboard  or  eaflern  (hore  on  board ;  wliich  was 
compaft ;  but  the  weltern  fide,  fi)r  fome  miles  on  which  fome  fires  were 
obferved,  fcemed  fomewhat  divided  by  water.  This  inlet,  in  general, 
from  one  to  two  miles  wide,  led  them  in  an  irregular  northern  dire^Hon 
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to  the  latitude  of  5o''52',  longitude  235"  19',  where,  in  the  ufua!  manner, 
it  terminated  by  a  fmall  tva6l  of  low  land,  from  whence  a  fhallo  a-  bank 
flretched  into  the  arm,  which  foon  increafcd,  from  2  to  50,  70,  and  100 
fathoms  in  depth,  and  then  became  unfatiiomable.  Behind  this  low 
fmall  fpoi  of  land,  the  mountains  rofc  very  abruptly,  divided  by  two 
deep  vallies,  whence  iffued  ftreams  of  frefh  water,  though  not  fufficiently 
capacious  to  admit  the  boats.  In  thefc  vallies,  and  on  the  low  plains, 
pine-trees  grew  to  a  tolerable  fize  ;  the  few  feen  on  the  mountains,  were 
of  very  dinted  growth.  High  fleep  barren  rocks,  capped  with  fnow, 
formed  the  fides  of  this  canal,  the  water  of  which  at  its  head  was  near- 
ly frefh,  and  of  a  pale  colour,  as  was  that  in  the  arm  where  Mr.  Puget 
met  Sen'  Valdes.  It  was  noon  on  the  30th  before  we  reached  that  part 
of  the  weflern  fhore,  which  had  appeared  broken,  and  on  which  the 
fires  of  the  natives  had  been  obferved  on  entering  this  canal ;  which  I 
diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Bute's  Canal.  Here  was  found  an  In- 
dian village,  fituated  on  the  face  of  a  fteep  rock,  containing  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  of  the  natives,  fome  few  of  whom  had  vilited  our  par- 
ty in  their  way  up  the  canal,  and  now  many  came  off  in  the  moft  civil 
and  friendly  manner,  with  a  plentiful  fupply  of  frefli  herrings  and  other 
fidi,  which  they  bartered  in  a  fair  and  honefl  way  for  nails.  Thefe  were 
of  greater  value  amongft  them,  than  any  other  articles  our  people  had 
to  offer.  From  the  point  on  which  this  village  is  erefted,  in  latitude 
50°  24',  longitude  235°  8',  a  very  narrow  opening  was  feen  ftretching  to 
the  wellward,  and  through  it  flowed  fo  ftrong  a  current,  that  the  boats 
imable  to  row  againft  it,  were  hauled  by  a  rope  along  the  rocky  fhorcs 
forming  the  paffage.  In  this  fatiguing  fervice  the  Indians  voluntarily 
lent  their  aid  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  and  were  rewarded  for  their 
cordial  difinterefted  affiftancc,  much  to  their  fatisfaftion.  Having  pafTed 
their  narrows,  the  channel  widened,  and  the  rapidity  of  the  tide  de- 
creafed.  Mr.  Johnfl:one,  in  the  cutter,  had  alone  been  able  to  pais  ;  to 
whom  it  was  evident  that  this  narrow  paffage  had  communication  with 
Ihme  very  extenfive  inlet  of  the  lea;  but,  as  the  weather  was  now  very 
boifterous,  with  heavy  rain,  and  a  thick  haze,  and  as  the  launch  had 
not  yet  made  her  appearance,  he  returned  in  fearch  of  her,  and  found 
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il'.c  party  ufing  their  iitmofl  ciulcavours  to  get  tlirough  the  narrows  I))' 
the  (anif  friendly  allilhmee  of  the  natives  he  had  before  experienced; 
whieJi  being  now  no  longer  required,  tliele  good  |)eople  returned  to  tiieir 
habitations,  apj)areiitly  well  fatisfied  with  the  kind  oliices  they  had  ren- 
dered, and  the  acknowledgments  they  liad  received.  The  boats  now 
fought  ftieltcr  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  in  a  linall  cove  on 
tlie  fouih  fide  of  lite  arm  they  had  quitted,  where  the  fame  caufl*  ope- 
rated to  detain  them  until  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  July,  when  the 
lime  for  which  they  were  fupplied  with  provifions  being  nearly  expired, 
it  was  deemed  mofl  expedient  to  return  to  the  (hips. 

By  thefe  two  expeditions  the  boundary  of  the  continental  fliore  was 
completely  afcertained  to  the  above  narrow  paffage  ;  and  the  (Irongeft 
prefumption  induced  that  the  whole  of  the  coad  on  our  wellern  lide, 
(butliward  of  that  paHage  was  compofed  of  innumerable  iflands. 

The  weather  being  tolerably  fair,  Mr.  Johndonc  and  Mr.  Swaine  were  Walnci.  3 
the  next  day  again  difpatched  with  a  week's  provifions,  to  examine 
the  continental  fhore  through  the  narrow  palfagc  from  whence  li^cy  had 
returned ;  by  the  means  of  which,  and  the  lurvey  tht  n  inofecuting  un- 
der Lieutenant  Pugct  and  Mr.  Whidbey,  who  were  to  commence  their 
inquiries  in  an  oppofite  point,  the  whole  extent  of  the  gulph  would 
be  finally  determined;  or,  in  the  event  of  the  Indian's  information  be- 
ing correct,  its  further  navigable  communication  to  the  northward  w^ould 
be  difcovered. 

By  what  I  had  feen  of  the  gulph  on  the  evep'''!g  we  entered  this 
found,  though  its  weflern  extremity  was  certainly  i>o  :iided,  yet  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  land  in  that  direction  favored  the  opinion  of  its  being 
compofed  of  iflands,  though  the  whole  might  be  united  by  low  land 
not  perceptible  at  fo  great  a  diflance. 

On  friday  afternoon,  the  officers  in  the  launch  and  cutter  returned,  Fiiojy  5. 
from  ^v•hom  I  underflood,  that  they  had  found  the  weflern  fide  of  the 
gulph  of  Georgia,  from  that  part  opj  ofite  to  point  Marfhall,  to  be 
compaft,  rifing  in  a  gentle  afcent  from  the  fea  fhore  to  the  inland  moun- 
tains, (fome  of  which  were  covered  with  fhow)  wearing  a  pleafant  and 
fertile  appearance  ;  along  this  fhore  they  continued  their  route  and  en- 
tered 
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tcrod  an  iiiKt,  whole  callcMti  lirli-  is  fcMiuofl  by  a  long  narrow  jjcninfula. 
tlio  Couth  extreme  of  which  is  fitnatcd  in  latitude  50",  longitudi'  2,'}V'0'- 
Tltis  promontory,  alter  my  lirft  lieutenant,  wlio  had  alio  diCeovercd  the 
inlet  from  the  top  of  a  mountain  he  had  afeended  in  this  neii^hbour- 
liood,  obtained  the  name  of  I*oi\T  Muunn.  It  forms  a  channel  with 
the  main  land  of  the  wellern  fide  of  the  gulph  of  about  a  mile  in  width, 
nearly  in  a  n.  n.v\'.  dirertion  ;  this  was  purfued  about  ;>  or  ,\  leagues 
without  any  apparent  tirmination  ;  the  further  iluy  advanced  the  more 
extenfive  it  was  found.  The  tide,  which  was  regular,  was  alio  rapid, 
and  tin-  flcxxl  c\idently  came  from  the  north-weft  ward  :  all  thelecircum- 
llanees  indicating  the  chaiuiel  to  be  of  confidcrable  extent,  they  return- 
ed to  communicate  this  intelligence. 

On  point  Mudge  was  a  very  large  village  of  the  natives,  many  of 
whom  vifited  the  party  on  their  paffing  and  repalling  by  it.  who  uni- 
formly condutk'd  themfelves  with  the  greatell  civility  and  refpect.  On 
the  wellern  Ihore,  immediately  without  the  entrance  of  the  inlet,  they 
found  a  rivulet  of  excellent  freih  water.  The  pafl'age  uj)  the  inlet  is 
perfctUy  free  from  danger,  and  affords  good  anchorage.  Round  point 
Mudge,  at  the  diOanee  of  about  half  a  mile,  is  a  ledge  of  funken  rocks  ; 
thfcfe  are,  however,  eafily  avoided  by  the  weeds  which  they  produce. 
From  hence  their  way  was  dirctled  to  the  northward,  in  order  to  join 
the  fliij)  through  the  broken  land  that  exifls  between  our  prefent  flat  ion 
and  j)()iiit  Mudge.  This  was  efPedcd  through  a  very  intricate  chan- 
nel full  of  fimkcn  rocks  and  rocky  illets,  leading  them  to  the  north 
point  of  the  illand  which  formed  our  .s.  w.  (horc,  and  bearing  from 
hence  n.  53  w.,  diflant  about  four  miles. 

After  receiving  this  information,  I  waited  with  no  little  impatience 
the  return  of  ihe  other  boat  party  ;  in  the  hope  that,  if  no  intelligence 
fhould  be  derived  to  facilitate  the  progrelis  of  the  liiips,  there  w;is  yet 
a  great  probability  of  finding  a  more  comfortable  reiling  place  than 
that  we  then  occupied.  This  afforded  not  a  fingle  profpect  that  was 
pleafing-  to  the  eye,  the  finalleff  recreation  on  fliore,  nor  animal  nor  vege- 
table food,  excepting  a  \erv  f(:anty  proportion  of  thole  eatables  already 
riefcribcd,  and  of  which  the  adjacent  country  was  loon  cxhaulLcd,  alter 
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our  arrival.  Nor  did  our  exploring  pnriics  meet  with  a  more  abundant 
fiip|)lv,  whence  the  place  ohiuined  the  name  of  Disoi.a  1  ion  Soi/nd; 
vhere  our  time  would  have  palled  inhnitely  more  heavily,  had  it  not 
been  relieved  by  the  agreeable  lociety  ol"  our  Spanifh  liiinds. 

The  week,  for  which  Mr.  Johnllonc  and  his  party  were  furnifhed 
with  nij)plie.s,  having  been  expired  fomc  time,  I  began  to  be  anxi- 
oully  Iblieitous  for  their  welfare  ;  when,  about  two  in  the  morning  of 
the  12th,  I  had  the  fatisfadion  of  having  their  arrival  announced,  all  Thurfdayii: 
well,  and  that  a  palfage  leading  into  the  pacific  ocean  to  the  north- 
wedward  had  been  difcovered. 

Mr.  Johnllonc  had  fuccceded  in  finding  his  way  into  the  arm  lead- 
ing to  the  weflward  through  the  narrows,  where  they  were  afhlled  by 
the  friendly  natives,  about  a  league  to  the  fouth  of  the  paflage  by 
which  he  had  before  entered  it ;  making  the  intermediate  land, 
lying  before  the  entrance  into  Bute's  canal,  nearly  a  round  ifland  * 
3  or  4  leagues  in  circuit,  which  obtained  the  name  of  Stuart's 
Island.  This  channel  was  not  lefs  intricate  than  the  other,  neither  of 
which  he  confulered  a  fafe  navigation  for  (hipping,  owing  to  their  being 
fo  narrow,  to  the  irregular  direction  and  rapidity  of  the  tides,  and  to 
the  great  depth  of  water  ;  which,  even  dole  to  the  fhore,  was  no  where 
lefs  than  60  fathoms.  From  this  pafTage  the  northern  fhore  was  pur- 
fued,  and  two  fmall  arms  leading  to  the  N.vv.,  each  about  a  league  in 
extent,  were  examined.  Here  was  met  a  canoe  in  which  were  three 
Indians,  who  fled  to  the  woods  with  the  utmoll  precipitation,  leaving 
their  canoe  on  the  fhore.  In  it  Mr.Johnitone  depofited  fome  trifling  ar- 
ticles, in  the  hope  of  difhpating  by  this  means,  their  ill-grounded  ap- 
prehenfion  of  danger.  As  he  procfcded,  he  paffed  a  fpaeious  opening 
leading  to  the  s.w.,  which  he  fuppofed  communicated  with  the  gulph 
fbme  diflatice  to  the  weftward  of  our  prefent  ftation.  The  principal 
channel  of  the  weflern  arm  ftill  prcferving  a  weft  direction,  was  about  a 
mile  wide ;  and  as  they  advanced  in  it,  they  arrived  at  another  branch 
nearly  about  the  fame  width,  in  latitude  50"  26',  longitude  23  4°  35',  with 
an  iflet  and  fonie  rocks  lying  off  its  eaft  point  of  entrance.  Conform- 
ably to  our  mode  of  tracing  the  continental  ftiore,  they  were  led  up 
this  opening  ;  and  in  the  night,  found  themfelves  incommoded  by  the 
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flood  lidf,  all  hough  tht'y  had  conci'ival  Irom  their  former  ohftrvaiions  on 
the  tides,  that,  at  the  time  ol  tliiir  hi-iiig  dillurbcd  at  ihcir  rclling  place 
oij  Ihore,  it  would  be  nearly  low  water,  as  the  moon  was  then  pallnig 
the  lueridiaii.  Hut,  as  the  tide  here  varied  upwaids  of  four  hours  ear- 
lier than  ill  the  gulph  ol  Georgia,  and  as  the  nigiit  had  been  dill  and 
plealant,  no  aecidiiual  eaiile  eould  be  referred  tt),  whieh  was  likely  to 
have  produced  lb  material  an  alteration  :  the  period  of  flowing,  how- 
ever, nearly  correl'ponded  wiiii  that  oi  the  tides  at  Nootka,  and  on  the 
fea-coad  to  the  north  of  that  place;  wiiieh  left  little  doubt,  in  the  mind 
of  Mr.  johndone,  that  this  unexpecled  eircuindance  had  been  occafion- 
ed  by  the  channel  they  were  in  communicating  with  the  ocean  to  the 
norih-wcdward.  i  he  examination  of  the  arm  was  continued,  the  next 
morning,  to  the  latitude  of  -yO^^G,  longitude  2,3}°  41',  where  it  was 
thought  to  end.  But  this  appearance  proved  to  be  a  contratlion  only  of 
the  channel,  by  two  interlocking  points,  from  whence  the  Spaniards,  who 
afterwards  purfued  its  courle,  found  its  final  termination  in  a  n.e.  by  N. 
dirc£lion  about  3  leagues  further.  They  again  reached  the  entrance  in 
the  evening,  where  the  party  reded  for  the  night.  This  canal,  which  I 
diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  LoucnBOROUGn's  CanvVl,  was  about  a 
mile  wide,  between  fteep  and  nearly  perpendicular  mountains,  from 
whofe  lofty  fummits  the  difTolving  fnow  defcended  down  their  rugged 
fides  in  many  beautiful  cafcades. 

In  the  morning  of  the  6th,  their  rcfearclies  were  continued  along 
the  weflern  channel,  in  which  they  found  the  tide  favoring  their  former 
conjeftures,  by  the  flood  evidently  approaching  them  from  the  wcdward. 
About  2  leagues  to  the  wefl  of  the  arm  they  had  quitted,  the  channel 
again  branched  off  in  two  direttions,  one  flretching  a  little  to  the  north- 
ward, the  other  a  little  to  the  fouthward  of  weft.  The  former  demand- 
ed their  attention  firft,  and  was  found  to  be  an  intricate  channel,  con- 
taining many  funken  rocks  and  rocky  iflcts,  occafioning  great  irregu- 
larity in  the  tides,  which  were  here  extremely  violent ;  this  continued 
about  2  leagues,  where  the  channel  widened,  and  the  water  became  lefs 
agitated.  Their  courfe  along  the  continental  fhore  led  them  into  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  weflern  channel,  which  they  had  forlaken  for  the  pur- 
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pofc  of  pnrfiiinjj  this  more  northrrly  onr  alone;  the  flmrcoftlic  main  land, 
bvwiiicli  means  ihc  loutlu  in  lu\v  «)1  ihc  cli.uincl  lUvy  liad  palled  tluouffli 
was  proved  to  he  an  idand,  about  |  leagues  in  extent.  Iroin  lie  nee,  they 
continued  alonjr  the  northern  Ihore  ol  the  great  weilern  ehainiel  lor  the 
moll  part  upwards  ol  half  a  ieajfiie  wide,  in  tlic  lirni  reliance  ol  linding 
it  lead  [o  the  ocean.  Under  this  iniprellion,  Mr.  Johnllone  thought  it 
of  importance  to  afcertain  that  laH  as  I'peedily  as  pollihle;  lor  which 
piirpole,  he  fleered  over  to  the  louthern  lltorc,  leaving  Ibme  openings, 
with  fome  illands  and  rocks,  on  the  northern  fide,  for  future  examina- 
tion. The  louthern  Ihore  was  found  nearly  llraight,  and  intire,  rifing 
abruptly  from  the  fea  to  mountains  of  great  height.  Here  they  palled 
fome  fmall  habitations  of  the  natives,  but  the  northern  Ihore  prelentcd 
not  the  leall  fign  of  its  being  inhabited  to  the  wellward  of  the  narrows. 
A  flow  progrels  was  now  made  to  the  welhvard,  in  confecpicnce  of  a 
frefh  gale  from  that  tjuarter,  moll  part  of  the  day  ;  and  the  nights  and 
mornings,  often  obfeured  in  a  thick  fog,  were  generally  calm. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th,  they  were  much  furprizcd  by  the  report 
of  a  gun  at  no  very  great  dillancc.  This  was  immediately  anfwered  by 
a  fwivel;  but  no  re*  urn  was  heard.  On  the  fog  clearing  away,  a  fmall 
canoe  appeared,  which  attended  them  until  they  reached  a  village  of 
greater  confcquence,  in  point  of  fize,  than  any  they  had  before  feen, 
fituatcd  on  the  front  of  a  hill  near  ihe  fea-fide.  The  two  Indians  in 
the  canoe,  finding  they  were  feen  by  thofe  on  fhore,  ventured  alongfide 
our  boats ;  and,  in  the  canoe,  was  a  mulkct  with  its  appendages,  and 
an  eagle  recently  fhot,  which  eafily  accounted  for  the  difchargc  heard 
in  the  fog.  As  they  approached  the  village  fevcral  canoes  vilitcd  the 
party ;  each  of  which  was  armed  with  a  niufket,  and  provided  with  am- 
munition ;  in  one  canoe  there  were  three ;  thefe  were  conlidered  as  belong- 
ing to  a  chief,  who  informed  thctn,  that  the  village  was  under  the  au- 
thority of  Maquinna* ,  the  chief  of  Nootka,  who,  they  gave  our  party 
reafon  to  believe,  was  then  on  fliore.  The  village  had  the  appearance 
of  being  conflru61ed  with  much  regularity ;  its  inhabitants  numerous, 
and  all  feemingly  well  armed :  under  thefe  circumflances  it  was  pafTed 
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by,  without  further  inquiry,  agreeably  to  our  eflablifliod  maxim,  never 
to  court  a  danger  on  (bore  when  necefbty  did  no»   compel  our  land- 

A  fmall  fandy  ifland,  lying  to  the  eaflward  of  the  village,  affords  between 
it  and  the  land  on  which  the  town  is  fituated,  a  fniall,  but  very  commo- 
dious, anchorage.  This  is  not,  however,  to  be  apj)roached  by  the  paf- 
fage  to  the  fouth  of  the  ifland,  that  being  navigable  only  for  very  fmall 
craft.  To  the  fouth  of  the  village  a  valley  extended,  apparently  to  a 
confiderable  diftanee  in  a  fouth-welterly  dire6lion.  Through  it  a  very 
';ne  dream  of  frefh  water  emptied  itfelf  into  the  fea,  and,  from  the 
many  wears  that  were  feen  in  it ;  it  was  unqueftionably  well  flocked  with 
fifh,  though  not  any  \\'as  offered  for  falc,  notwithftanding  the  folicitations 
of  our  party,  in  the  Nootka  language,  with  which  the  natives  feemed 
well  acquainted. 

After  the  chief  had  received  fome  prefents,  amongfl  which  copper 
feemed  to  him  the  moft  valuable,  he,  with  mofl  of  his  companions,  re- 
turned to  the  fhore ;  and,  on  landing,  fired  feveral  mufuets,  to  fhew,  in  all 
probability,  with  what  dexterity  they  could  ufe  thefe  weapons,  to  which 
they  feemed  as  familiarized  as  if  they  had  been  accuflomed  to  fire-arms 
from  their  earlieil  infancy. 

The  (hores  on  each  fide  of  the  channel  had  materially  decreafed  in 
height.  That  to  the  northward  appeared  very  much  broken,  and  inofU 
ly  compofed  of  iflands :  whilft  that  to  the  fouthward,  which  was  purfu- 
ed,  remained  compaft  and  intire.  The  iflands  to  the  north  were  gene- 
rally formed  by  low  land  near  the  fliore,  rifing  to  a  moderate  height, 
well  wooded,  and  on  them  the  fmoke  of  feveral  fires  was  obferved. 
This  circumflance,  together  with  the  number  of  inhabitants  on  the 
fouthern  fhore,  and  the  many  canoes  that  were  feen  pafling  and  re- 
paffing,  evidently  befpoke  this  country  to  be  infinitely  more  populous 
than  the  fhores  of  the  gulph  of  Georgia. 

The  evening  brought  our  party  to  the  termination  of  the  compa6l 
fouthern  fhore  in  its  weft  direftion,  by  a  narrow  channel  leading  to  the 
fouth ;  and  the  main  arm,  which  from  that  flation  took  a  north  di- 
reftion,   fpread  very  confiderably ;   but  the  view  to  the  weflward  was 
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greatly  intcrruptt-cl  by  final!  inaiids.  In  the  hope  of  reaching  the  wclU 
criunoft  illand  in  fight,  and  by  that  means  of  determining  tiie  great  ob- 
jeft  of  their  purfiiit,  they  proeeeded  with  a  frelh  gale  from  the  eaft, 
attended  by  a  great  fall  of  rain,  until  midnight;  when,  fiippofing  them- 
felves  at  the  limits  they  had  lecn  before  it  was  dark,  they  eame  to  a  grap- 
nel under  the  lee  of  a  fmall  idand,  which  in  iome  degree  (iieliered  them 
from  the  inclemency  of  the  night.  This  extremely  unpleafant  weather 
continued  without  intermiflion,  the  whole  of  the  next  day,  and  until  the 
morning  of  the  loth.  They  had  now  been  abfent  fix  days  out  of  the 
feven  for  which  they  had  been  provided,  and  the  fmall  remains  of  their 
flock  were  becoming  hourly  more  infufficient  for  the  difiant  voyage  they 
had  yet  to  perform  in  returning  to  the  fliips,  which  greatly  increafed 
the  mortification  they  experienced  by  this  very  unlookcd  for  detention  ; 
but  a  wefterly  wind  and  pleafant  weather  returning  with  the  morning  of 
the  loth,  they  rowed  to  an  ifland  confpicuoufly  fituated,  from  whence 
their  expeftations  were  gratified  by  a  clear  though  dillant  view  of  the 
expanfive  ocean.  The  land  conftituting  the  different  (horcs  of  the  paf- 
fage  appeared  of  moderate  height,  much  broken,  and  feemed  to  form 
various  other  channels  to  fea.  This  was  however  the  moll  capacious; 
the  wellernmod  land  of  which,  on  the  northern  fide,  bore  by  conipafs 
N.  62  w.  about  5  leagues;  and  the  wcfternmod  land  on  the  fouthern 
fide  N.  80  w.  about  4  leagues  diftant.  This  illand  obtained  the  name  of 
Alleviation  Island,  from  whence  they  direfted  their  courfe  home- 
ward, being  upwards  of  1  .:o  miles  from  the  fhips. 

Impelled  by  realons  of  the  moll  prefTing  nature,  no  time  was  lofl  in 
taking  advantage  of  the  prevailing  fa\")rable  gale,  with  which  they  kept 
on  their  return  until  midnight,  \;henasufual  tliey  landed  for  the  night  on 
the  fouthern  fliore,  nearly  oppofite  the  weft  end  of  the  ifland  that  I'orms 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  intricate  pafiTage  they  had  pafled  through  on  the 
6th.  As  the  furvey  from  tiie  (hip  had  been  carried  on  by  tliat  route, 
and  confined  to  the  examination  of  the  northern  or  continental  fhore  to 
that  (lation,  through  palfages  rendered  by  various  impediments  ineligible 
as  a  navigation  for  the  fhips,  Mr,  Johnflone  was  defirous  ofpurfuing 
another  which  led  more  fouthcrly,  and  appeared  lefs  liable  to  fuch  ob- 
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jeftions.  Thougli  he  much  regretted  the  loft  opportunity  of  returning 
by  the  favorable  gale  that  continued  all  night,  he  waited  the  approacli 
of  day,  and  departing  with  the  rlawn,  had  his  wiOies  gratified  bv  failing 
through  a  clear  and  fj)acious  channel,  in  width  about  half  a  league, 
without  the  fmalleft  interruption,  or  the  leaft  irregularity  in  the  tides. 
The  fouthern  (hore,  which  from  the  large  village  was  nearly  ftraight,  af- 
forded fome  few  fmall  bays,  the  land  moflly  rifing  in  an  abrupt  manner 
from  the  fea  to  mountains  of  confiderable  height,  divided  by  vallies  that 
appeared  to  extend  a  great  way  back  into  the  country  :  the  ftiores  were 
tolerabl)'  well  inhabited  by  the  natives  who  lived  in  fmall  villages  near 
the  water  fide.  The  northern  ftiore  was  neither  fo  higli  nor  fo  com- 
paft  ;  feveral  detached  rocks  were  feen  lying  near  it,  and  it  was,  gene- 
rally fpeaking,  compofed  of  rugged  rocks,  in  the  fiflures  of  which  an 
abundance  of  pine  trees  were  produced,  conftituting,  as  on  the  fouthern 
fhore,  one  intire  foreft.  As  they  advanced  in  this  channel,  leading 
nearly  in  an  eaft  and  weft  direftion,  they  obferved  another  which  led  to 
the  fouth,  fouth  eaftward,  bearing  every  appearance  of  being  clear,  na- 
vigable, and  communicating  with  the  gulph  ;  and  one  alfo  ftretching  to 
the  north-eaftward,  which  they  had  little  doubt  was  the  lame  they  had 
feen  after  palfing  the  narrows  on  the  4th,  leading  to  the  s.w.  The 
former  of  thefe  they  much  wiftied  to  explore,  but  their  provifions  being 
totallv  exhaufted,  it  became  expedient  they  ftiould  join  the  ftiips  without 
further  delay,  and  therefore  purfued  that  leading  to  the  north  eaftward, 
by  whicli  they  arrived  as  already  related. 

This  information  left  me  fcarcely  a  doubt  that  the  channel  Mr.  John- 
ftone  had  declined  purfuing  fouth  eaftwardly  towards  the  gulph,  was  the 
fame  our  boats  had  entered  leading  to  the  northward  from  point  Mudge, 
and  which,  on  comparing  the  (ketches  of  the  feveral  furveys,  was  as 
nearly  as  poftible  reduced  to  a  certainty.  I  derived  no  fmall  degree  of 
fatisfaction  in  finding  my  expetlations  fo  far  anfwered,  for  had  our  efforts 
proved  ineffectual  in  difcovering  a  communication  with  the  ocean,  it 
would  ha\e  occupied  the  remaining  part  of  the  feafon,  to  have  examined 
the  numerous  openings  on  the  oppofite  fhores  of  the  gulph,  which 
were  now  proved  to  form  tlie  north-eaftern  fide  of  an  extcnfive  ifland 
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or  archipelago,  on  whole  fouth  weftern  coall  Nootka  is  fituate ;  honce 
this  tfik  now  became  unneccflary,  and  I  was  flattered  with  the  hope  of 
yet  e<tending  our  refearches  during  the  fumnier  months  a  confiderablc 
dirtai.ce  to  the  nortiiward. 

Sen"  Gahano  and  Valdes  I  made  acquainted  with  our  difcov  erics  :  and 
with  my  intention  of  departing,  in  confequence  of  the  information  we 
had  gained,  the  firfl  favorable  moment. 

When  the  village  was  pointed  out  where  Maquinna  was  fuppofed  to 
liave  been.  Sen'-  Valdes  was  of  opinion,  that  circumflance  was  highly 
probable,  knowing  he  had  authority  over  an  extenfive  country  to  the 
north-wellward  of  Nootka. 

Thefe  gentlemen  received  fuch  information  of  all  our  difcoveries  up 
to  this  period  as  they  required,  and  now  begged  leave  to  decline  accom- 
panying us  further,  as  the  powers  they  poffefled  in  their  miferable  vcf- 
fels,  were  unequal  to  a  co-operation  with  us,  and  being  apprehenfive 
their  attendance  would  retard  our  progrefs.  Sen''-  Galiano  favored  me 
with  a  copy  of  his  furvey,  and  other  particulars  relative  to  this  inlet  of 
the  fca,  which  contained  alfo  that  part  of  the  neighbouring  coaft  extend- 
ing north-welhvard  from  the  ftraits  of  De  Fuca,  beyond  Nootka  to  the 
latitude  of  50°  3',  longitude  232°  48'.  He  likewife  gave  me  a  letter  to 
be  forwarded  to  Sen'-  Quadra  at  Nootka,  by  Maquinna,  or  anv  of  his 
people  with  whom  we  might  chance  to  meet,  together  with  an  introduc- 
tory one  to  Sen'-  Quadra,  when  I  fhould  have  the  pleafure  of  meeting 
him  at  Nootka.  After  an  exchange  of  good  wiflies,  we  bad  each  other 
farewell,  having  experienced  much  fatisfa6lion,  and  mutuallv  received 
every  kindnefs  and  attention  that  our  peculiar  fituation  could  afford  to 
our  little  fociety.  From  thefe  gentlemen  we  were  affured,  that  on  our 
arrival  at  Nootka  wc  fhoidd  meet  a  moft  cordial  reception,  and  be  more 
pleafantly  fituated  than  we  could  imagine,  as  the  houfes  had  lately  under- 
gone a  thorough  repair,  and  all  the  gardens  had  been  put  and  kept  in  the 
liigheil  order,  for  the  purpofe  of  being  fo  delivered  into  our  poffcffion. 

With  a  light  breeze  from  the  northward,  in  the  morning  of  the  13th,  Fricby  13 
wc  weighed  and  left  our  Spanifh  friends  at  anchor,  who  intended  to  piu-- 
fue  their  refearches  to  tlie  wellward  through  the  channel  Mr.  Johnftone 
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had  clifcovered;  and  in  commemoration  of  whofe  exertions  was  by  mo 
named  Johnstone's  Straits  ;  and  the  idand  defcribed  by  bim  on  the 
6tb,  was  in  compbment  to  Mr.  Swaine,  who  commanded  the  other  boat 
diftinguinied  by  the  name  of"  Ilardwicke's  ifhrnd,  after  the  noble  earl  of 
that  title ;  towards  which  (traits  our  courfe  was  now  bent  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  trufHng  we  flioidd  find  a  pafTage  into  them  to  the  weftward  of  point 
Mudge. 

Little  remains  further  to  add  refpefting  the  flation  we  had  jufl  quit- 
ted, but  to  ftate  the  general  fatisfaftion  that  prevailed  on  leaving  a  re- 
gion fi)  trulv  defolate  and  inhofpitable.  During  our  flay  at  that  gloomy 
place,  I  was  enabled  to  take  only  ten  fets  of  lunar  diflances  ;  which,  with 
fix  fets  taken  at  our  anchorage  near  tlie  entrance  of  the  found,  gave  a 
mean  refult  for  the  longitude  235"  5'  30".  Kendal's  chronometer,  by  ten 
fets  of  altitudes  taken  on  different  days,  fliewed  the  mean  refult,  allow- 
ing the  Birch  bay  rate,  to  be  235°  21'.  This  I  confidered  to  be  nearer 
the  truth  than  that  deduced  from  the  few  lunar  obfervations  above  men- 
tioned, and  have  accordingly  adopted  it  as  the  longitude  of  Dcfolation 
found,  whofe  latitude  by  fix  meridional  altitudes  of  the  fun  was  found 
to  be  50"  1 1'.  The  mean  refult  of  eighteen  fets  of  azimuths  taken  on 
board,  differing  from  ^y"  4j  to  23°,  gave  a  mean  refult  of  19"  16'  eaft- 
erly  variation;  feventeen  fets  taken  on  fiiore  differed  from  14°  26'  to  19° 
30',  gave  a  mean  refult  of  16"  variation  in  the  fame  diretlion.  The  ir- 
regularity of  the  tides  was  fuch  that  no  correft  inferences  could  well  be 
drawn.  They  appeared  to  be  principally  influenced  by  local,  or  inciden- 
tal caufes :  pofTibly  by  the  operation  of  both.  They  were  greatly  afFe6led 
by  the  direction  or  force  of  the  winds,  which  feemed  as  equally  to  a£i  on 
tlie  rife  and  the  fall,  as  on  the  current  when  there  was  any.  This  how- 
ever was  not  always  the  cafe  ;  as  in  the  courfe  of  fome  days  there  would 
not  be  the  leaft  perceptible  flream  ;  and  in  others  a  very  rapid  one, 
that  generally  continued  in  tlie  fame  direction  twenty-four  hours,  and 
fometinu's  longer.  The  time  of  high  water  was  equally  vague  and  un- 
definable  ;  this  I  attributed  to  its  infular  fituation,  nearly  at  the  extre- 
mity of  the  influence  of  two  tides  flowing  from  direftly  oppofite  points, 
caufing  their  divided  f beams  to  aft,  according  to  the  incidental  circum- 
Uances  that  might  operate  upon  them. 

In 
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In  this  route  we  pafTed  through  the  anemblage  of  iflands  and  rocks 
lying  at  fome  diflancc  before  the  entrance  into  Dcfolation  found;  fome 
of  which  prefented  an  appearance  infinitely  more  grateful  than  that  of 
the  interior  country.  Thcfe  were  moltly  of  a  moderate  height  from  the 
fea,  tolerably  well  vv^ooded,  and  the  fliorcs  not  wholly  compofed  of  rug- 
ged rocks,  aflorded  fome  finall  bays  bounded  by  fandy  beaches.  The 
wind  continued  light  from  the  nortiiern  quarter,  and  the  weather  being 
ferene  and  pleafant,  made  a  moll  agreeable  change.  Numberlefs  whales 
enjoying  the  feafon,  were  playing  about  the  ftiip  in  every  direftion ;  as 
were  alfo  feveral  feals  ;  the  latter  had  been  feen  in  great  abundance  du- 
ring our  refidence  in  Defolation  found,  and  in  all  the  remote  excurfions 
of  our  boats,  but  they  were  fo  extremely  watchful  and  fliy,  that  not  one 
could  be  taken.  Thefe  animals  feemed  to  have  had  the  exclufive  poffef- 
fion  of  the  gloomy  region  we  had  jufl  quitted ;  but  the  fcene  now  before 
us  was  more  congenial  to  our  minds,  not  only  from  the  different  afpeft 
of  the  fhores,  but  from  the  attention  of  the  friendly  Indians,  who  as  we 
were  croflfmg  the  gulph,  vifitcd  us  in  feveral  canoes,  with  }'oung  birds, 
moftly  fea  fowl,  fifh,  and  fome  berries,  to  barter  for  our  trinkets  and  other 
commodities.  Soon  after  mid-day  we  anchored  about  half  a  mile  to  the 
northward  of  point  Mudge  in  37  fathoms  water,  on  a  bottom  of  black 
fand  and  mud.  A  very  ftrong  flood  tide  came  from  the  northward,  and 
although  nearly  convinced  that  cur  conje6lures  were  right,  the  launch 
and  cutter  with  lieutenant  Puget  and  Mr.  Whidbey,  were  immediately 
difpatched  to  examine  the  channel  as  to  its  communication  with  John- 
ftone's  ftraits ;  that  in  the  event  of  there  being  any  obftruclions  where 
fuch  rapid  tides  were  running,  we  might  have  fufficient  notice,  and  be 
prepared  to  a\oid  them. 

From  the  village  fituatcd  on  point  Mudge,  we  were  vifited  by  feveral 
of  the  natives,  who  brought  filh  and  the  wild  fruits  of  their  country, 
which  they  exchanged  for  our  European  articles,  in  a  ver)'  fair  and 
lioncll  manner. 

After  dinner,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Menzies  and  fome  of  the  officers, 
I  went  on  fliore  to  return  the  vifit  of  our  friends,  and  to  indulge  our 
curiofity.     On  landing  at  the  village,  which  is  fituated  a  little  to  the 
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N.w.  within  tlic  promontory,  and  nearly  at  the  fumniit  of  a  llecp  Tandy 
clill,  we  wen-  reecived  by  a  man  wlio  ;ippcared  to  be  the  chiel  of  the 
party.     He  approaclicd  us  alone,  leeniingly  with  a  degree  of  formality, 
ihoLigh  with  tiic  utmofl  confidenee  of  his  own  fecurity,  whilll  the  rell  of 
the  l"ociet\,  api)arently  numerous,  were  arranged  and  feated  in  the  mod 
peaceable  manner  before   their  houfes.     I  made  him  fueh  prelents  as 
R'emed  not  only  to  plcafe  him  excellivclv,  but  to  confirm  him  in  the 
good  ojiinion  with  which  he  was  prepolleiled  ;  and  he  immediately  con- 
dueled  us  up  to  the  village  by  a  very  narrow  path  winding  diagonally  up 
the  cliir,  elLimated  by  us  to  be  about  an  hundred  feet  in  height,  and 
within  a  few  degrees  of  being  perpendicular.     Clofe  to  the  edge  of  this 
precipice  Hood  the  village,  the  houfes  of  which  were   built  after   the 
fafliion  of  Nootka,  th(''Ugh  fmaller,  not  exceeding  ten  or  twelve  feet  in 
height,    nearly  elolb  together  in  rows,    fcparated  by  a  narrow  palTage 
fuHiciently  wide  only  for  one  perfon.    On  the  beach,  at  the  foot  of  the 
cliff,  were  about  feventy  canoes  of  fmall  dimenfions,  though  amongft  dicm 
were  fome  that  would  carry  at  leafl  fifteen  perfons  with  great  conveni- 
ence.    On  a  computation,  therefore,  deduced  from  thefe  and  other  cir- 
cumffances,  we  were  led  to  confider  that  this  village,  though  occupying  a 
very  fmall  fpace,  could  not  contain  lefs  than  three  hundred    perfons. 
The  fpot  where  it  was  erefted  appeared  to  be  well  chofen  to  infure  its 
prote6lion ;  the  fleep  loofe  fandy  precipice  fecured  it  in  front,  and  its 
rear  was  defended  by  a  deep  chafm  in  the  rocks ;  beyond  thefe  was  a 
thick  and  nearly  impenetrable  forefl :  fo  that  the  only  means  of  accefs 
was  by  the  narrow  path  we  had  afcended,  which  could  ealily  be  main- 
tained againfl  very  fuperior  numbers.     Having  gratified  our  curiofity, 
and,  in  return  for  the  cordial  attention  of  thefe  friendly  people,  made 
our  acknowledgments  by   prefents  of  fuch  trivial  articles  as  we  had 
about  us,  we  took  our  leave  of  the  village  for  the  purpofe  of  indulging 
ourfelves  before  dark,  with  a  rcfrefhing  walk,  on  a  low  margin  of  land  ex- 
tending from  the  more  elevated  woodland  country,  fome  diflance  along 
the  water-fide  to  the  northward ;  a  luxury  we  had  not  for  fome  time  ex- 
perienced.   In  this  excurfion,  which  was  extremely  grateful  and  pleafant, 
we  law  two  fepulchres  built  with  plank  about  five  feet  in  height,  feven 
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in  length,  and  four  in  brcadih.  Thefo  boards  were  cnrioiiflv  perforated 
at  the  ends  and  fides,  and  the  tops  eovererl  with  loofe  pieces  of  phmk, 
as  if  for  the  purpofe  of  afhiiitting  as  great  a  circidation  of  air  as  po{fi- 
ble  to  the  liuman  bones  thi-v  enclofc^d,  whicli  were  evident!'.-  the  relics  of 
many  different  bodies.  A  few  of  the  Indians  attended  us  in  our  walk, 
picking  the  berries  from  the  trees  as  we  pafTed,  and  with  much  civility 
prefenting  them  to  us  on  green  leaves.  The  evening  apj)r(viehing  obliged 
us  to  return  on  board,  againll  a  very  (Irong  ebb  tide. 

7"he  Chatham  having  been  detained  fome  hours  in  Dcfblation  found 
after  we  had  failed,  had  now  arrived  and  anchored  near  us.  She  had 
been  flopped  by  her  anchor  when  nearly  half  up,  hooking  a  rock  •.  every 
means  that  could  be  devifed  had  been  rcforted  to  without  efleiU,  until  the 
moment  when  they  were  about  to  cut  it  away  it  cleared  itlelf,  which  for- 
tunately faved  the  anchor  and  cable. 

With  a  frefh  breeze  from  the  m.w.  and  a  continuation  of  pleafant 
weather,  at  high  water  about  three  o'clock  on  faturday  morning  we  were  Saturday  14. 
under  fail,  and  with  the  adiftance  of  the  ebb  tide,  turned  about  4  leagues 
up  the  inlet  towards  a  commodious  anchoring  place,  that  had  been  dif- 
covered  by  our  boats,  and  was  the  appointed  rendezvous  on  the  return 
of  the  launch  and  cutter.  About  fix  o'clock  we  arrived  and  anchored 
in  21  fathoms  water,  fandy  bottom.  In  this  fituation  each  fide  of  the  arm 
formed  a  bay  affording  commodious  anchorage  ;  and  that  on  the  weftern 
fide  being  the  mod  extenfive  was  preferred.  Nearly  in  the  center  is  a  (hal- 
low bank  of  fand,  with  a  navigable  pafi'age  all  around  it.  The  fliips  were 
ftationed  between  this  bank  and  the  north  fide  of  the  bay,  near  a  fmall 
Indian  village,  whofe  inhabitants  had  but  little  to  difpole  of,  though 
they  were  very  civil  and  friendly.  Whilll  turning  up  in  the  fhip,  many 
of  the  natives  came  off;  but  the  fwiftnefs  of  our  motion  prevented  their 
coming  on  board. 

The  clearnefs  of  the  fl^y  and  atmofphere  enabled  me  to  procure  fom^* 
obfervations,  by  which  our  latitude  was  afcertained  to  be  50"  7'  ,30". 
Ten  fets  of  lunar  difl:ances,  with  thofe  made  in  Defolation  found, 
amountinjT  in  all  to  twentv-fix  fets  taken  on  different  fides  of  the  moon, 
brought  forward  by  Kendal's  chronometer  and  the  protradion,  agree- 
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ing  cxtHMiicly  well  together  ;  gave  the  mean  refult  of  the  longitude  by 
the  lunar  dillanees  15'  15"  to  the  weilward  oF  the  wateh.  On  fuch  au- 
thorit)'  ho\v(.\er,  I  could  not  podibly  determine  that  the  chronometer 
erred  To  materially  ;  Aet  had  reafon  to  belie\e,  that  it  was  not  gaining  at 
tlie  rate  we  had  allowed  (ince  our  departure  from  Birch  bay.  The  truf 
longitude  therelbre  of  the  refpeftive  places  hereafter  mentioned,  from 
Defolaiion  found  to  Nootka,  will  be  deduced  from  fuch  obfervations  as 
I  was  enabled  to  make  at  the  latter  place  for  corretling  the  error  of  the 
clironometer ;  by  which,  according  to  the  Birch  bay  rate,  the  longitude 
of  our  prefent  rendezvous  was  234"  57' ;  its  true  longitude,  by  fubfequent 
obfervations,  234°  52'!- ;  the  variation  of  the  compafs  by  three  fets  of 
azimuths  18"  30'  caftwardly. 

From  point  Mudgc  to  this  bay  the  channel  is  nearly  flraight ;  the  weft- 
ern  fhore  is  compaft,  the  eaflern  one  has  fome  rocky  iflets  and  rocks  ly- 
ing near  it ;  it  is  about  half  a  league  wide  ;  in  turning  up  we  found  not 
the  fmalleft  obdruftion  ;  and  the  fhores  are  fufficiently  bold  for  veffels  to 
Hand  as  clofe  to  them  as  inclination  may  direft.  Immediately  above  this 
Ration  the  channel  contrafts  to  a  fhort  half  mile,  by  the  projefting  land 
that  forms  the  north  fides  of  thefe  two  bays,  and  by  an  ifland  on  the 
eaftern  fhore  (navigable  round  for  boats  only)  which  projefts  fo  far  as  to 
reduce  the  channel  to  nearly  one  half  its  width.  The  tide,  fetting  to  the 
fouthward  through  this  confined  paflage,  ruflies  with  fuch  immenfe  im- 
petuofity  as  to  produce  the  appearance  of  falls  confiderably  high  ;  though 
not  the  lead  obftruftion  of  either  rocks  or  fands,  fo  far  as  we  had  an 
opportunity  of  examining  it,  appeared  to  exifl.  The  returning  tide  to 
the  north,  though  very  rapid,  does  not  run  with  fuch  violence  ;  this  was 
eftimated  to  move  at  the  rate  of  about  4  or  5  miles ;  the  other,  at  7  or 
8  miles  per  hour.  They  feemed  regular  in  their  quarterly  change,  but 
the  vifible  rife  and  fall  by  the  fhore  in  this  fituation,  ^.as  fo  inconfide- 
rable  as  to  allow  us  merely  to  diflinguifh  the  ebb  from  tlie  flood  tide. 

In  the  evening  of  the  14th  our  boats  returned,  having  found  the  chan- 
nel from  thele  narrow  parts  gradually  increafing  its  -vvidih  to  a  mile,  and 
half  a  league,  and  to  communicate  with  Johnflone's  flraits  in  nearly  the 
fame  n.n.w.  direftion,  about  4  leagues  further,  without  any  vifible  ob- 
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firurtion  or  impediment  to  the  n;iviffation.     The  eaHern  (hore,  like  that        ':y- 

to  the  northward,  was  much  broken  ;  the  wedern  fliorc  contiiuud  (inn,    i^  '-^^  ,.; 

and  adbrded  fome  fmall  bays  in  which  there  was  good  anchorage.     As 

they  proceeded,  not  any  inhabitants  were  fecn,  but,  on  returning,  they 

met  twenty  canoes  filled  with  Indians,  who,  at  firll,  were  a  little  dif- 

tant,  but,  at  length,  approached  our  party  with  confidence,  and  with 

every  appearance  of  civility  and  friend 'hip. 

Thefe  were  obferved  to  be  more  varioufly  painted  than  any  of  the 
natives  our  gentlemen  had  before  feen.  The  faces  of  fome  were  made 
intirely  white,  fome  red,  black,  or  lead  colour;  whilll  others  were 
adorned  with  feveral  colours ;  and  the  generality  had  their  hair  decora- 
ted with  the  down  of  young  fea-fowl.  In  tliefe  refpefts,  they  evidently 
approached  nearer  to  the  chara6ler  of  the  people  of  Nootka,  than  of 
any  other  we  had  yet  feen,  either  in  the  entrance  of  the  llraits  of  Dc 
Fuca,  or  in  the  gulph  of  Georgia. 

The  winds  being  too  light  and  variable  to  command  tlie  fhip  againfl 
the  influence  of  fuch  rapid  tides,  we  were  under  the  neccflity  of  wait- 
ing for  the  ebb  in  the  afternoon  of  the  following  day,  when,  with  Sunday  15. 
pleafant  weather  and  a  frefh  breeze  at  n.w.,  we  weighed  about  three 
o'clock,  turned  through  the  narrows ;  and,  having  gained  about  3 
leagues,  by  the  time  it  was  nearly  dark,  we  ancliored  on  the  weftern 
fhore  in  a  fmall  bay,  on  a  bottom  of  fand  and  mud,  in  30  fathoms  wa- 
ter, to  wait  the  favorable  return  of  tide.  On  monday  morning,  with  Monday  16. 
the  affiftance  of  a  frefli  n.w.  wind,  and  the  ftream  of  ebb,  we  Ihortly 
reached  Johnftone's  flraits  ;  pafTnig  a  point  which,  after  our  little  con- 
fort,  I  named  Point  Chath.\m,  fituated  in  latitude  50°  ly'-^,  longitude 
234°  45'.  This  point  is  rendered  confpicuous  by  the  confluence  of  three 
channels,  two  of  which  take  their  refpeftive  direftions  to  tlie  weftward 
and  fouih-eallward  towards  the  ocean,  as  alfo  b)'  a  fmall  bay  on  each 
fide  of  it ;  by  three  rocky  iflets  clofe  to  the  fouth  of  it,  and  by  fome 
rocks,  over  wliich  the  fea  breaks  to  the  north  of  it. 

Immediately  on  our  entering  thefe  ftraits,  we  were  affe61ed  by  more 
fwell  than  we  had  experienced  in  this  inland  navigation,  indicating  that 
the  ocean,  in  a  weflerly  direftion,  was  not  quite  fo  remote  as,  by  Mr. 
Johnftone,  it  had  been  cftimated. 

In 
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In  tlie  Bay,  to  the  north-wcflward  of"  point  Cliatham,  was  fituatcd  an 
Indian  village,  iiom  wlicnoo  (bmc  of"  the  natives  attempted  to  give  us 
their  conipanv  ;  hut  the  wind,  hlowinuf  heavily  in  {"(jUiills,  |)revenled 
their  venturinji;  altMiglide.  After  we  had  jjroeeeded  ahovit  ten  nnles  from 
point  Chatham,  the  tide  made  fo  powerfully  agaiidl  us  as  obliged  us, 
about  breaivfafl  time,  to  become  again  fhitionary  in  a  l)ay  on  the  north- 
ern fhore  in  32  fallioms  water.  Tfie  land,  under  which  we  anchored, 
was  a  narrow  ifland,  which  I  diflinguilhed  by  the  name  of  '1  hu  ri.ovv's 
Island,  it  is  about  8  leagues  long,  and  was  paflcd  to  the  northward  by 
Mr.  Johnffone  in  going,  and  to  tfie  s.i..  on  his  return.  The  Bay  was  ob- 
fcrved  to  be  in  latitude  50"ii3',  longitude  234"  32';  three  fets  of  azimuths 
gave  the  variation  19"  eaflwardiy  ;  it  affords  good  andioragc;  and  wood 
and  water  may  be  eafdy  procured.  Our  efforts  with  the  feine,  though 
unremitted,  were  inefretfual,  not  having  afforded  us  tlie  leaflfupply  hncc 
our  departure  from  Birch  bay  ;  nor,  w'th  the  hooks  and  lines,  liad  we 
been  more  fuccefsful.  About  four  in  the  afternoon,  we  again  proceed- 
ed, but  made  little  progrefs  againft  a  frelh  weflerly  gale.  In  the  even- 
ing we  pafled  anotfier  village,  when  the  inhabitants,  more  knowing  than 
their  neiglibours,  embraced  the  opportunity  of  the  fhip  being  at  flays, 
of  felling  a  few  fmall  frefh  falinon.  They  had  fbme  with  tfiem  ready 
cooked,  and  they  feemed  to  have  great  pleafure  in  throwing  them  on 
board  as  we  paffed  tlieir  canoes.  We  anchored  again  about  nine  in  the 
evening,  on  the  fouthern  fhore,  nearly  abrenil  of  the  wefl  end  of  Thur- 
low's  illand,  in  22  fathoms  fandy  bottom ;  liaving  gained,  this  tide,  lit- 
tle more  than  3  leagues. 

The  wind  blew  ffrong  from  the  weflward,  with  fqualls,  during  the 

Turldny  17.    night  ;    and  when   we  weighed,  at  three  the  next  morning,  we  were 

obl'gcd   to   ply,  under  double-reefed  topfails,  to  windward,  with   little 

profpcft  of  making  much  progrefs,  until  we  had  puffed  Thurlow's  and 

Hardwick's  iflands. 

The  meeting  of  thcfe  channels  added  great  velocity  to  the  tides  ;  and, 
as  the  day  advanced,  the  weather  became  fair  and  pleafant,  which  ena- 
bled us  to  fpread  all  our  canvafs ;  yet  we  were  very  apprehenfive  of 
lofing,  by  the  adverfe  tide,  all  we  had  gained  by  the  favorable  flream ; 

not 
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not  having  been  able  to  reach  the  bottom  with  loO  f.ithoms  of  hnc, 
although  repeated  trials  had  been  made,  on  travelling  within  a  (hip's 
length  of  each  (horc.  At  laft,  about  eleven,  in  a  iinall  bay  on  the 
foiithern  fide,  foundings  were  gained  at  the  depth  of  30  fathoms,  where 
we  inflantly  anchored,  about  half  a  cable's  length  from  the  rocks,  to 
wait  the  return  of  the  favorable  current  :  not  knowing  by  what  name 
to  call  it.  That  which  came  from  the  eafhvard  we  liad  ililed  the  ebb; 
but,  on  going  on  (hore  to  oblerve  tiie  latitude,  the  llreain  that  came 
rapidly  from  the  wellwani,  appeared  to  be  the  rellux,  as  the  water  on 
the  fhore,  during  the  afternoon,  liad  evidently  retired,  though  to  no 
very  great  diftance. 

Our  (lation  here  was  nearly  oppofite  the  fit  fl  opening  on  the  northern 
fliorc,  pafled  by  unexamined  by  Mr.  Johnflone ;  who  had  alio  declined 
vifiting  two  others,  apparently  on  the  continent,  further  to  the  well- 
ward.  Lieutenant  I'liget  and  Mr.  Whidbey,  were  dilpatched  in  the 
launch  and  cutter,  in  order  to  explore  the  former,  lying  from  us  n'.,50  k., 
about  a  league  diftant,  with  in{lru6lions  to  join  me,  in  the  (hip,  either  in 
the  third  unexplored  opening  on  the  north  fide  of  the  llraits,  or  at  the 
village  where  Maquinna  was  dated  to  be ;  it  being  my  intention,  that 
the  Chatham  fliould  purfue  the  fecond  opening,  whilit  I  proceeded  in 
order  to  procure  an  interview  with  Maquinna,  through  whom  I  might 
be  able  to  inform  Sen'"  Quadra  of  the  time  he  might  expect  to  lee  us, 
and  forward  Sen"  Galiano's  letter. 

In  the  afternoon  we  were  vifited  by  two  canoes,  having  a  mufl-iet, 
with  all  the  necefiary  appurtenances,  in  each.  Thele  were  the  firil  fire- 
arms, we  had  feen  from  the  fhips,  but,  from  the  number  Mr.  Johnllonc 
had  feen  in  his  late  excurfion,  it  would  appear,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
this  particular  part  are  amply  provided  with  thefe  formidable  weapons. 

Having  the  tide  in  our  favor,  at  four  o'clock  we  quitted  tliis  (lation, 
the  latitude  of  wliich  was  found  to  be  in  50°  27',  longitude  235°  53'.  At 
this  time,  it  appeared  to  be  low  tide,  the  water  having  fallen,  (incc  my 
landing  in  the  forenoon,  nearly  five  feet ;  the  dream  was  in  our  favor, 
though  running  at  a  very  gentle  rate,  and  the  wind  from  the  x.v/.  be- 
ing very  light,  we  advanced  fo  flowly,  that,  by  ten  at  night,  we  had 

only 
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«7?''       only  eainccl  q  Ic.iruos,  wIumc  anotlur  rmall  bav,  or  cove,  was  fccn  on 

July.  ,  .  .  ', 

U  -»-  »;  the  fouthcni  iliorc,  with  low  land  extending  lonie  diflance  IVoni  the 
njountains.  Here  I  was  in  hopes  o("  finding  a  eonunodious  relling  place, 
but  was  obliged  to  Hand  very  near  to  the  (hore  before  foundings  could 
be  gained  ;  at  length,  with  ,jo  fathoms  of  line,  the  bottom  was  reach- 
ed, and  on  wearing,  which  the  (hip  did  very  brilkl;',  in  order  to  an- 
chor  in  a  lefs  depth  of  water,  our  next  call  was  lo  fathoms,  when  the 
anchor  was  inUantly  let  go:  yet,  before  we  had  veered  a  third  of  the 
cable,  the  fliip  grounded  abaft  ;  but,  on  lu  a\  ing  in  a  few  fathoms  of 
the  cable,  flie  very  eafdy  fwung  off  the  bank.  'I'he  Chatham  grounded 
alio,  and  was  likewile  got  olf  with  little  dillicuk)'. 

At  this  ftation,  it  was  again  low  water  about  four  on  wedncfday 
morning,  or  nearly  fo,  as  the  inner  part  of  the  bank  on  which  we  had 
grounded,  and  at  that  time  was  covered  with  water,  was  dry  at  no 
great  dillance  from  us.  We  again  proceeded,  with  the  current  in  our 
favor,  to  the  weRward;  and  on  palhng  two  fmall  villages  of  the  natives, 
a  few  of  the  inhabitants,  from  each,  paid  us  their  refpefts.  At  this 
time  we  were  nearly  abreaft  of  the  fecond  opening,  palfed  by  imexami- 
ned  by  Mr.  Johnftone.  It  appeared  infinitely  more  capacious  than  the 
other,  which,  agreeably  to  my  former  intentions,  Mr.  Broughton  was 
direded  to  purfue,  appointing  die  fame  rendezvous  with  him,  that  had 
been  fixed  for  the  boats. 

We  remained  under  fail  the  whole  day,  but  made  fo  little  way,  that, 
by  nine  at  night,  we  had  advanced  about  5  leagues  only.  Then,  in  a 
fmall  bay,  clofe  to  the  rocks  on  tlie  fouthern  fhore,  we  again  anchored, 
in  45  fathoms  water,  fandy  bottom. 

Thuifdayig.  Light  variable  winds  prevented  our  failing  until  eight  the  next  mqrn- 
ing,  when,  with  a  gentle  breeze  from  the  eaftward,  we  weighed ;  and, 
what  was  not  a  little  extraordinary,  without  heaving  the  leaft  ftrain  on 
the  cable,  on  fifhing  the  anchor,  its  lower  arm  was  difcovered  to  be 
broken  off  clofe  to  the  crown,  and  to  have  been  left  at  the  bottom.  On 
further  examination,  it  proved  to  ha\'e  been  juft  welded  round  the  fur- 
face,  fo  as  barely  to  hold  the  parts  together,  within  which  the  bars, 
compofing  the  internal  mafs,  prefer\ed  their  original  unaltered  fhape, 

diftin6]ly 
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diniiiDly  frparatc  from  cnch  t.tl.cr;  ami.  in  ilie  fpaccs  remained  ll>c  »7j>''. 
blacklinith's  coal,  without  any  uppcamncc  of  their  Imving  under j|;ouc  the  <,—  ■»■  . 
aflion  of  Hrr. 

VVhilll  we  remained  inat^ive  the  fore  pari  of  the  mornini^,  onr  time 
was  not  unprf)ritablv  employed,  in  receiving  the  welcome  vilits  ol  fonie 
hor|)ital)le  friends  from  the  (liore;  who  brought  us  fuch  an  abundant 
rup|)Iy  of  frelh  falmon,  that  we  pnrchaled  a  luirieient  number  to  ferve 
the  crew  fo  long  as  they  would  keep  good ;  which  was  a  great  relief 
from  our  falted  provifions,  being  a  luxury  we  had  not  lately  experienced. 

We  had  not  long  hcen  umlcr  fail,  when  the  olficcrs,  who  had  been 
difpatched  in  the  boats  on  the  171I1,  arrived  on  board.  From  thele  gen. 
tiemen  I  became  acquainted,  that  they  had  examined  the  inlet  to  which 
they  had  been  dire6led.  t)lf  its  well  point  lies  a  ("mall  illand ;  its  entrance 
is  about  half  a  mile  wide,  but  with  no  more  than  ,\  fathoms  water  in  mid- 
channel  ;  from  whence  it  extends  about  8  miles,  in  a  direction  N.  75  e.  ; 
this  depth  however  increaled  as  they  advanced,  to  5,  G,  and  7  fathoms,  af- 
fording good  anchorage  about  two  thirds  of  the  way  up  ;  beyond  which 
limits,  like  all  the  canals  of  this  kind  that  we  had  explored,  it  termi- 
nated in  fhallow  water.  The  country  bore  a  more  pleafing  afpeft  than 
that  (ii'en  from  Johnflone's  ftraits :  and  the  foil,  where  they  landed,  at 
the  upper  part,  was  compofed  of  black  mould  and  fand,  producing  pine- 
trees  of  large  dimenfions.  They  law  one  run  of  water  at  the  head  ;  but 
the  (hoal  flretching  from  thence,  prevented  their  afccrtaining  its  quali- 
ties ;  yet  as  a  deferted  village  was  obferved  half  way  up  on  the  northern 
fhore,  in  all  probability  this  place  is  not  deditute  of  wholefome  water, 
the  only  undifcovered  requifite  to  conllitute  it  a  very  fnug  and  commo- 
dious port ;  to  which  I  gave  the  name  of  Port  Neville. 

The  weather  was  fercne  and  plealant,  but  the  winil  fo  light  and  va. 
riable,  that,  although  wc  were  not  more  than  j  ii^agues  IVoin  the  vil- 
lage  where  we  cxpc6ied  to  meet  Maqidnna  \  it  was  not  until  pail  ten  at 
night  that  we  reached  that  Ration,  when  we  anchored  jull  without  tlie 
fandy  ifland,  in  7  fathoms  water. 

The  next  morning  fhewcd  the  village  in  our  neighbourhood  to  be  Friday  2su 
large;  and,  from  the  number  of  our  vifitors,  it  appeared  to  be  very 
populous.     Thcfe  brought  us  tiic  fkins  of  the  fea-oiter,  of  an  excellent 
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quality,  in  great  abundance,  which  were  barf'-ed  for  (hcet-copper,  and 
blue  cloth :  thole  articles  being  in  the  highcft  elHmation  amongfl  them. 
Moft  of  thefe  people  underflood  the  language  of  Nootka,  though  it  did 
not  appear  to  be  generally  fpoken. 

The  Ty-eie,  or  chief  of  the  village,  paid  us  an  early  vifit,  and  receiv- 
ed from  me  fome  prelents  which  highly  delighted  him.  I  underflood 
his  name  to  be  Clujlakees.  He  acknowledged  Maqidnna  to  be  a  greater 
chief;  as  he  alfo  did  Wicananijfi ;  but,  fo  far  as  I  could  learn,  he  did 
not  confider  himfelf  to  be  under  the  authority  of  either. 

On  inquiring  if  Maquinna  was  at  the  village,  he  anfwered  in  the 
negative,  faying  they  feldom  vifited ;  and  that  it  was  a  journey  of  four 
days  acrofs  the  land  to  Nootka  found,  which  from  hence  towards  the 
s.s.w.  is  about  20  leagues  diflant. 

Accompanied  by  fome  of  the  officers,  Mr.  Menzies,  and  our  new 
gue.T;  Chejlakees,  I  repaired  to  the  village,  and  found  it  pleafantly  fitua- 
ted  on  a  floping  hill,  above  the  banks  of  a  fine  frefh-water  rivulet,  dif- 
charging  itfelf  into  a  fmall  creek  or  cove.  It  was  expofed  to  a  fouthern 
afpe6t,  whilfl  higher  hills  behind,  covered  with  lofty  pines,  (heltered  it 
completely  from  the  northern  winds.  The  houfes,  in  number  thirty- 
four,  were  arranged  in  regular  flreets ;  the  larger  ones  were  the  habi- 
tations of  the  principal  people,  who  had  them  decorated  with  paintings 
and  other  ornaments,  forming  various  figures,  apparently  the  rude  de- 
figns  of  fancy  ;  though  it  is  by  no  means  improbable,  they  might  annex 
fome  meaning  to  the  figures  they  defcribed,  too  remote,  or  hieroglyphi- 
cal,  for  our  comprehenfion.  The  houfe  of  our  leader  Chejlakees  was 
diftinguifhed  by  three  rafters  of  flout  timber  raifed  above  the  roof,  ac- 
cording to  the  architefture  of  Nootka,  though  much  inferior  to  thofe 
I  had  there  feen,  in  point  of  fize  ;  the  whole,  from  the  oppofite  fide  of 
the  :reek,  prefented  a  very  pitturefque  appearance. 

On  our  landing,  three  or  four  of  the  inhabitants,  only,  came  down 
to  receive  us  at  the  beach  ;  the  refl  quietly  remained  near  their  houfes. 
Thefe,  Chejlakees  informed  me,  were  his  near  relations,  who  confequent- 
ly  received,  in  the  fhape  of  prelents,  compliments  from  me,  with  which 
they  feemed  greatly  pleafed. 

The 


'fr%. 


;j'!f! 


I  m 


F''>lJf 


•>:.!  1*., 


■y. 


:^: 


't 


ROUND    THE    WORLD. 

The  hoiiffS  werr  conftruflcd  after  the  manner  at  Nootka,  but  appenrerl 
rather  lets  (Ihhy,  and  the  inliabitanis  were  undoubtedly  of  the  fame 
nation,  differing  little  in  their  drels,  or  general  deportment.  Several 
families  li\e;l  under  the  fame  roof ;  but  their  lleeping  apartments  were 
feparatcd,  and  more  decency  fcemed  to  be  obferved  in  their  domeflic 
economy,  than  I  recoUeded  to  be  the  praftice  at  Nootka.  The  wo- 
men, who  in  proportion  appeared  numerous,  were  varioudy  employed  ; 
fome  in  their  different  houihold  affairs,  others  in  the  manufacture  of  their 
garments  from  bark  and  other  materials  ;  though  no  one  was  engaged  in 
making  their  woollen  apparel,  which  I  much  regretted.  The  fabrication 
of  mats  for  a  variety  of  purpofes,  and  a  kind  of  baflcet,  wrought  fo  cu- 
rioufly  clofe,  as  to  contain  water  like  an  earthen  velfel  without  the  lead 
leakage  or  drip,  comprehended  the  general  employment  of  the  women, 
who  were  not  lefs  induftrious  than  ingenious. 

As  inquiries  into  the  laudable  ingenuity  of  others  are  not  to  be  fatis- 
fied  in  the  civilized  world  without  fome  expence,  fo  inveftigations  of  the 
like  nature  amongfl;  the  uncultivated  regions  were  not  to  be  had  in  this 
fociety  without  due  acknowledgments,  which  were  folicited  by  thefe  fe- 
male artizans  in  every  houfe  we  entered  ;  and  fo  abundant  were  their 
demands,  that  although  I  confidered  myfelf  amply  provided  for  the  oc- 
cafion  with  beads,  hawk's  bells,  and  other  trinkets,  my  box,  as  well  as 
my  pockets,  and  thofe  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  of  the  party,  were 
foon  nearly  emptied.     At  the   conclufion   of  this  vifit  we  were  enter- 
tained at  'the  houfe  of  an  elderly  chief,  to  whom  Che/Jakecs,  and  every 
other  perfon  paid  much  refpeft,  with  a  fong  by  no  means  unmelodious, 
though  the  performance  of  it  was  rendered  exceffively  favage,  by  the 
uncouth  geftures,  and  rude  a61ions  accompanying  it,  fimilar  to  the  re- 
prefentations  I  had  before  feen  at  Nootka.     The  fong  being  finiflied,  we 
were  each  prefentcd  with  a   ftrip  of  fea-otter  fliin  ;  the  diflribution  of 
which  occupied  fome  time.     After  this  ceremony  a  fong  from  the  ladies 
was  expefted ;  and  during  this  interval,  I  obferved  in  the  hands  of  the 
numerous  tribe  that  noiv  furrounded  us,  many  fpears  pointed  with  iron, 
clubs,  large  knives,  and  other  weapons  with  which  they  were  not  fur- 
niflied  on  our  firll  approach  to  the  village.     I  was  not  altogether  fatis- 
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fied  wiih  this  change  in  their  api)carancc,  though  I  had  every  reafon  to 
behave  their  intentions  were  oi'  the  moil  inoftenfive  nature,  and  that  it 
was  molt  probable  they  had  thus  produced  tlicir  arms  to  (hew  their 
weahh,  and  imprefs  us  with  an  idea  of  their  confcquence:  I  deemed  it, 
however,  mofl  advifcable  to  withdra^v^ ;  and  having  dillributed  the  few 
remaining  articles  we  had  refer ved,  Chcjlakces  was  inf(.>rmed  I  was  about 
to  return ;  on  which  he,  with  his  relations  who  had  attended  us  through 
the  village,  accompanied  us  to  the  fandy  illand,  whither  1  went  to  ob- 
ferve  its  latitude. 

Some  few  others  of  the  Indians  attended  us  on  this  occafion,  whofe 
behaviour  being  orderly  and  civil,  they  were  permitted  toaffemble  round 
me  whilft  obferving.  They  were  exceflTively  amufed  \'.  ith  the  effeft  of 
the  fun's  rays  through  the  reading  glafs ;  and  the  extraordinary  quality  of 
the  quickfilver  ufed  for  the  purpofe  of  an  artificial  horizon,  afforded 
them  the  greateft  entertainment,  until  our  bufinefs  was  ended,  when 
they  in  a  very  friendly  manner  took  leave,  and  confirmed  me  in  the  opi- 
nion, that  the  martial  appearance  they  had  aflumed,  was  purely  the  ef- 
feft  of  oflentation. 

In  moft  of  the  houfes  were  two  or  three  muflcets,  which,  by  their  locks 
and  mounting,  appeared  to  be  Spanifh.  Chejlakees  had  no  lefs  than 
eight  in  his  houfe,  all  kept  in  excellent  order :  thefe,  together  with  a 
great  variety  of  other  European  commodities,  I  prefumed,  were  pro- 
cured immediately  from  Nootka,  as,  on  pointing  to  many  of  them,  they 
gave  us  to  underftand  they  had  come  from  thence,  and  in  their  commer- 
cial concerns  with  us,  frequently  explained,  that  their  flcins  would  fetch 
more  at  Nootka  than  we  chofe  to  offer.  Their  total  number  we  efti- 
mated  at  about  five  hundred.  They  were  well  verfed  in  the  principles  of 
trade,  and  carried  it  on  in  a  very  fair  and  honorable  manner.  Sea-otter 
fkins  were  the  chief  objefts  of  our  people's  traffic,  who  purchafed  nearly 
two  hundred  in  the  courfe  of  the  day.  Mr.  Menzies  informed  mr,  that 
theie  had  been  procured  at  lead  an  hundred  per  cent,  dearer  than  >v'hen 
he  vifited  the  coafl  on  a  former  occafion,  which  manifeftly  proved,  that 
either  a  furplus  quantity  of  European  commodities  had  been  fine  im- 
ported into  this  country,  or  more  probably,  that  the  avidity  fhewn  by 
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the  rival  adventurers  in  tins  comniei 

{trained  throng  of  purchafers  from  different  nations,  ^ 

pcan  commodities  into  low  eflimation.  Iron  was  become  a  mere  drug  ; 
and  when  we  refufed  them  fire  arms  and  ammunition,  wliich  humanity, 
prudence,  and  pohcy  directed  to  be  wilh-held,  nothing  but  large  flicets 
of  copper,  and  blue  woollen  cloth  engaged  their  attention  in  a  commer- 
cial way ;  beads  and  other  trinkets  they  accepted  as  prefents,  but  they 
returned  nothing  in  exchange. 

Thefe  were  the  principal  circumftances  that  occurred  to  me  on  our 
fhort  vifit  to  this  flation.  The  further  and  more  general  obfervations, 
that  fell  under  my  notice  refpeftingthe  very  extraordinary  region  we  had 
lately  paffed  through,  and  which  were  not  noticed  in  the  narratives  of  the 
feveral  parties  who  were  employed  in  exploring  it,  I  fhall  now  briefly 
ftate,  with  fuch  reflexions  as  were  confequent  thereon. 

The  length  of  coafl:  from  point  Mudge  to  this  ftation,  about  32 
leagues,  forms  a  channel  which,  though  narrow,  is  fair  and  navigable  ; 
manifelled  by  the  adverfe  winds  obliging  us  to  beat  to  windward  every 
foot  of  the  chajmel,  and  to  perform  a  complete  traverfe  from  fliore  to 
ftiore  through  its  whole  extent,  without  meeting  the  lead  obftru£tion 
from  rocks  or  flioals.  The  great  depth  of  water  not  only  here,  but  that 
which  is  generally  found  wafliing  the  fliores  of  this  very  broken  and 
divided  country,  mufl;  ever  be  confidered  as  a  very  peculiar  circumftance, 
and  a  great  inconvenience  to  its  navigation.  We  however  found  a  fuf- 
ficient  number  of  flopping  places  to  anfwer  all  our  purpofes,  and,  in 
general,  without  going  far  out  of  our  way.  In  coming  from  the  weft- 
ward,  through  Johnflone's  flraits,  the  beft  channel  into  the  gulph  of 
Georgia  in  thick  weather  might,  though  not  eafily,  be  miftaken.  Such 
error  however  may  be  avoided,  by  keeping  the  fouthern  fliore  clofe  on 
board,  which  is  compaft,  and  fo  fleep,  that  it  mr.y  be  paflcd  within  a 
few  vards  in  the  greateft  fafety :  indeed  1  have  every  reafon  to  believe 
the  whole  of  the  pafl!age  to  be  equally  void  of  dangers  that  do  not  evi- 
dently fliew  themfelves.  The  height  of  the  land  that  compofe  thefe 
ftiores  and  the  interior  country,  has  been  already  ftated  10  decreafe  as  we 
proceeded  weflward.     The  land  on  the  fouthern  fide,  which  is  an  ex  ten  five 
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iflaiul,  appeared  tlic  mod  elevated,  compofed  of  very  lofty  mountains, 
Avhofe  fumrnits,  not  very  irregular,  were  ftill  in  fomc  plaees  covered  with 
("now.  The  northern  fide,  for  a  confiderable  difhuice,  fecmed  Icfs  ele- 
vated, and  the  intire  forefl  that  covered  its  furfiice,  might  have  favored 
^he  belief  of  great  fertility,  had  we  not  known  that  pine  tncs  innu- 
merable are  produced  from  the  fifl'urcs  and  cliafms  of  the  moll  barren 
rocks,  of  which,  we  had  great  reafon  to  fuppofe,  the  whole  of  the  coun- 
try before  us  was  compofed.  Its  low  appearance  may  poflihh'  be  oc- 
rafioned  by  its  being  much  divided  by  water,  as  we  evidently  faw,  through 
an  opening,  about  four  miles  only  to  the  weflv/ard  of  that  apjjointed 
for  our  rendezvous,  a  much  greater  fpace  fo  occupied,  than  that  which 
comprehended  thefe  ftraits.  Our  general  view  to  the  northward,  was, 
however,  bounded  by  a  mountainous  country,  irregular  in  the  height 
of  its  eminences,  and  fome  of  them  capped  with  fnow.  The  retired  hills 
of  the  moft  eaftern  part  of  the  ftraits,  were,  as  we  paffed,  i'o  obfcured 
by  the  high  fteep  rocky  cliffs  of  the  fliores,  that  we  were  unable  to  de- 
fcribe  them  with  any  precifion.  As  the  elevation  of  the  northern  fliore 
decreafed,  I  was  in  expeftation  of  feeing  a  contiimation  of  that  lofty 
and  conncfted  range  of  fnowy  mountains,  which  I  have  repeatedly  had 
reafon  to  confider,  as  the  infurmountable  barrier  to  any  extenfive  inland 
navigation.  Herein  I  was  difappointed,  as  this  lofty  ftrufture  either 
decreafes  in  its  vaft  degree  of  elevation,  or  it  extends  in  a  more  inland 
direction. 

The  rcfidence  of  all  the  natives,  avc  had  feen,  fince  our  departure  from 
point  Mudge,-  was  uniformly  on  the  fliores  of  this  extenfive  ifland, 
forming  the  fouthern  fide  of  Johnftone's  ftraits,  which  feems  not  only  to  be 
as  well  inhabited  as  could  be  expcfted  in  this  uncultivated  country,  but 
infinhely  more  fo,  than,  we  had  reafon  to  believe,  the  fouthern  parts 
of  New  Georgia.  This  fa6l  eftabliftied,  it  muft  be  confidered  as  fingu- 
larly  remarkable,  that,  on  the  coaft  of  the  oppofite  or  continental  fhore, 
we  did  not  difcover  even  a  veftige  of  human  exiftence,  excepting  the 
deferted  villages !  This  circumftance,  though  it  countenances  the  idea 
of  the  original  inhabitants  of  the  interior  country  having  migrated, 
fallen  by  conqucft,  or  been  deftroyed  by  difeafe  ;  ftill  leaves  us  unable  to 
adduce  any  particidar  reafon  as  the  caufe  of  this  evident  depopulation. 
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The  width  of  tlic  pafTagc  fcarccly  any  where  exceeding  two  miles,  cart 
hardly  have  induced  the  inhabitants  of  the  northern  fide,  to  quit 
their  dwellings  for  a  refidence   on  the  oppofite  fhore,   merely  for  the 
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tance  nearer  to  the  commt 
coalL  On  regarding  the  afpeft  of  the  two  fituations,  and  on  re 
that  the  winter  feafon  under  tliis  parallel  mufl  be  fevere  and  inclement, 
it  appears  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  any  human  beings,  not  reflrained 
in  fixing  tlieir  abode,  would  not  hefitate  to  choofe  the  very  oppofite  fide 
to  that  which  is  here  preferred,  where,  in  general,  their  habitations 
front  a  bleak  northern  afpe6^,  with  mountains  rifing  fo  perpendicular- 
ly behind  them,  that,  if  they  do  not  totally,  they  mufl;  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  exclude  the  cheering  rays  of  the  fun  for  fome  months  of  the  )ear. 
The  northern  fide  labours  not  under  this  difadvantage,  and  enjoying  the 
genial  warmth  denied  to  the  other,  at  certain  feafons,  mofl  probably, 
poffcfles  the  requifites  neceffary  to  their  prefent  mode  of  life,  at  leall 
in  an  equal  degree;  efpecially,  as  this  country  has,  in  no  inflance,  re- 
ceived the  advantages  of  cultivation.  This  would  appear  to  be  the 
fituation  of  choice,  the  other  of  neceffity  ;  for  the  fame  fource  of  fub- 
fiflience,  which  is  evidently  the  fea,  affords  equal  fupplies  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  either  fliore.  And  that  there  was  a  time,  when  they  refided  on 
both,  is  clearly  proved,  by  their  deferted  habitations,  yet  in  exiflence, 
on  the  northern  fhore. 

As  neither  Maquinna,  nor  any  of  his  people,  were  at  this  village,  I 
intrufled  to  the  brother  of  a  man  named  Kaowitee,  who  fcenied  next 
of  importance  to  Chejlakees,  the  letter  I  received  from  Sen'-  Galiano,  as 
alfo  one  from  myfelf,  to  be  forwarded  to  Sen"  Quadra  at  Nootka,  which 
this  man  undertook  to  deliver,  on  the  promife  of  being  handfomely 
rewarded  for  his  fervice. 

The  fandy  ifland,  by  my  obfervations,  is  fituated  in  latitude  50°35't}, 
longitude  232" 57' ;  the  variation  of  the  compafs  here  being  20". i")'  eatt- 
wardly. 
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CHAPTER    IX. 

Pafs  through  Broughtons  archipeiago,  to  piufue  the  continental Jliore — TJie 
vejfeb  get  aground — Enter  FitzhugKs  found — Reafons  for  quitting  the 
coajl,  and  proceeding  to  Nootka. 
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JTIAVING  replaced  our  broken  anchor  wiili  a  new  one  from  out  of 
th^  hold,  which  had  employed  the  whole  of  the  preceding  day,  about  ten 
Saturday  21.  On  faiurday  forcnoon  we  proceeded  with  a  favorable  breeze  from  the 
weflward,  to  the  appointed  rendezvous,  that  lies  from  the  fandy  ifland 
N.  89  E.  at  the  diftance  of  about  14  miles,  where,  at  three  in  the  after- 
noon, we  anchored  in  20  fathoms  water,  fandy  bottom,  about  a  cable's 
length  from  the  fhore,  of  a  fimilar  nature  to  thofe  already  defcribed. 

Wifhing  to  acquire  fome  idea  of  the  probable  extent  of  this  opening, 
I  left  the  fhip  after  dinner,  and  was  not  a  little  furprized  to  find  it  com- 
municate with  the  extenfive  fpace  of  water,  to  the  north  of  the  channel 
or  flraits  already  mentioned,  making  the  land  under  which  we  were  at 
anchor,  an  ifland  about  a  league  and  a  half  long,  nearly  in  a  direftion 
N.  70  w.  with  many  rocky  iflets  and  rocks  lying  about  its  wefteirn  ex- 
tremity, fome  along  its  north  fide,  and  others  off  the  eaft  end.  North- 
ward of  this  ifland,  and  of  a  chain  of  others  which  lie  to  the  weflward  of 
it,  an  arm  of  the  fea,  not  lefs  than  4  or  5  leagues  acrofs,  ftretched  weft- 
ward  towards  the  ocean,  where  the  horizon,  in  that  direftion,  appeared 
to  be  intercepted  only  by  a  few  fmall  iflands ;  the  eaftern  and  northern 
fhorcs  fecmcd  wholly  compofcd  of  rocky  iflands  and  rocks,  and  pre- 
fentcd  in  their  examination  a  very  laborious  talk,  to  afcertain  the  con- 
tinental boundary.  But  as  this  important  line  had  been  already  deter- 
mined to  the  entrance  of  an  opening,  not  more  than  3  leagues  to  the 

eaftward 


353 


ROUND    'J'  H  i:    W  O  R  L  D, 

eaftward  of  our  prefcnt  flation.  now  under  the  furvov  of  Mr.  Brcujrhton 
in  tlic  Chatham,  .md  us  a  hrancli  of  ihis  ojjciiing  to  ihe  caltwi'id  ol'us  v.. 
took  a  dirt'dion  that  way  through  a  muhitude  of  illauds,  auv  invclKr;;)- 
tion  of  this  broken  country  was  rendered  unnecefTary,  until  I  liunild 
underftand  how  far  the  Chatham  had  been  able  to  fucceed  in  fixing  the 
continuation  of  the  continental  (hore. 

Our  very  inaftive,  unpleafant  fituation,  whiifl  we  anxioufly  waited  the 
arrival  of  our  confort,  was  fomewhat  relieved  by  the  vilits  of  a  fi?w 
Indians  from  the  fouthern  fliore  of  the  flraits,  who  brought  us  a  fmall 
fupply  of  fifh,  very  acceptable,  being  unable  to  obtain  any  by  our  own 
efforts.  Amongfl  the  number  of  our  vifitors  we  were  honored  with  the 
company  of  Chejiakees,  with  whofe  importunities  for  various  articles  I 
had  witli  pleafure  complied.  He  remained  on  board  mofl  part  of  the 
day;  and  as  he  fat  at  my  elbow  wliilft  v/riting,  faw  me  frequently  ad- 
vert to  a  fmall  memorandum  book,  which  he  managed  to  take  away  in 
the  mofl  dexterous  manner,  unperceived.  Having  occafion  for  its  ufe, 
and  knowing  no  other  perfon  had  been  near  me,  the  purloiner  could 
not  be  niiftaken,  A  Sandwich  illand  mat  which  I  had  given  him,  he  had 
contrived  to  fold  up  in  a  very  fmall  compafs,  and  in  the  center  of  it 
was  the  miffing  book.  He  appeared  fomewhat  afhamed  at  the  deteflion, 
but  more  mortified  at  my  taking  away  the  prefents  he  had  received ; 
thefe  were  however,  about  two  hours  afterward  reftored,  on  his  contri- 
tion, and  penitential  application.  Stealing  a  book,  incapable  of  being 
in  the  leafl  degree  ferviceable  to  him,  or  ufeful  to  any  other  perfon  than 
the  owner,  flrongly  marked  that  natural  inordinate  propenfity  to  thiev- 
ing, which,  with  few  exceptions,  influences  tlie  whole  of  the  uncivili- 
zed world,  preventing  them,  as  if  impelled  by  mere  inflinft,  and  defli- 
tute  of  reafon,  to  reffrain  fuch  inclinations. 

Without  any  circumflance  occurring  of  an  intcrefling  nature,  we  re- 
mained uncomfortably  idle  until  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Broughton  in  tfie  af- 
ternoon of  the  27th,  who  came  on  board  in  his  cutter,  the  Chatham 
having  been  obliged,  by  afhcrfc  winds,  to  anchor  the  preceding  evening  Friday  t-j, 
3  leagues  to  the  weflward  of  our  rendezvous. 

Mr.  Broughton  informed  me,  that  after  he  had  entered  the  opening 
Vol..  I.  Z  z  he 
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he  had  been  font  to  examine,  the  eaflcrn  point  of  which  is  fituated  in 
latitude  50"  32',  longitude  233"  32',  he  found  it  take  an  irregular  courfe 
towards  the  n.  i.,  padinga  narrow  branch  leading  to  the  weftward.     This 
ojjening,  about  a  mile  in  width,  occupied  their  attention   until  fun-fet, 
when  they  anchored  at  its  head  in  35  faihonis  water,  and  found  it  to  termi- 
nate like  the  many  others  already  defcribcd,  in  latitude  50°  427,  longi- 
tude 234°  3'4- :  which  after  Sir  John  Call,  was  named  Call's  Canal. 
On  the  evening  of  the  next  day  they  reached  the  narrow  branch  leading 
to  the  wellward,  which  lies  from  their  lafl  place  of  anchorage  s.  68  w. 
about  4  leagues  diflant.     Here  the  Chatham  (topped  for  the  night  in  17 
fathoms  water,  near  a  fnall  village  of  the  natives,  who  brought  them  an 
abundance    of  frefli   falmon.     Mr,   Broughton   examined    this    narrow 
branch,  and  ft)und  it  communicating  with  an  arm  of  the  fea  in  latitude 
50"  43',  longitude  233"  ^S',  j"^^^  navigable  for  the  Chatham ;  and  with 
the  alfiftance  of  a  ftrong  flood  tide,  and  their  boats,  they  palled  it  the 
iiext  morning,  through  a  channel  that  continued  for  about  half  a  league, 
not  a  hundred  yards  wide.     The  (liallowcR  water,  from  3  fathoms,  gra- 
dually increafed  to  7  fathoms,  as  they  approached  the  arm  of  the  fea, 
which  is  about  2  miles  wide,  and  extends  in  an  eafl  and  weft  direftion. 
Here  the  Chatham  anchored,  and   Mr.  Broughton  purfued  ps  eaftern 
courfe  in  his  boat  along  the  continental  fhore,  leaving  a  branch  lead- 
ing to  the  northward,  near  the  entrance  of  which  are  two  iflands  and 
fome  rocks.     This  arm  of  the  fea  continued  a  little  to  the  northward  of 
eaft,  6  leagues  to  the  latitude  of  50° 45',  where  its  width  increafed  to 
near  a  league,  taking  an  irregular  northerly  diredtion  to  its  final  termi- 
nation in  latitude  51°  1',  longitude  234"  13'.     To  this,  after  Capt.  Knight 
of  the   navy,  Mr.   Broughton  gave   the  name  of  Knight's  Canal. 
The  ftiores  of  it,  like  moft  of  thofe  lately  furveyed,  are  formed  by  high 
ftupendous  mountains  rifing  almoft  perpendicularly   from    the  water's 
edge.     The  diifolving  fnow  on  their  fummits  produced  many  catara6ls 
that  fell  with  great  impetuofity  down  their  barren  rugged  fides.     The 
frcfti  water  that  thus  defcendcd  gave  a  pale  white  hue  to  the  canal,  ren- 
dering its  contents  intircly  frelh  at  the  head,  and  drinkable   for  twenty 
miles  below  it.     This  dreary  region  was  not,  however,  dcftitute  of  in- 
habitants. 
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habitants,  as  a  village  was  (lilVovcrd  a  fVw  miles  from  its  upper  extre- 
mity, which  feemed  coiillrucled  like  that  defcrihed  in  Defolaiion  found, 
for  defence;  the  inhahitarts  were  civil  and  friendly.  Near  this  place 
Mr.  Broughton  joined  the  Chatham  on  the  morning  of  the  23d,  and 
proceeded  in  her  towards  the  branch  above  mentioned,  leading  to  the 
northward.  This  in  the  evening  he  reached,  and  anchored  for  the 
night  in  75  fathoms  water.  The  next  morning  its  courfe  was  purfued 
about  3  leagues  towards  the  n.e.  where  this  dire61ion  terminated  in  la- 
titude 50"  51'^^,  longitude  233"  49',  from  whence  it  irregularly  Ilretched  to 
the  N.w.  and  wellward.  Inhabitants  were  ftill  found  on  thefe  inhofpi- 
table  fhores,  who  brought  fifli  and  (kins  of  the  fea-otter  to  fell,  dc. 
manding  in  return  blue  great  coats.  A  palfage  through  this  channel  was 
accomplidied  on  the  25th,  notwithftanding  the  wind  was  very  fickle  and 
blew  hard  in  fqualls,  attended  with  much  thunder,  lightning,  and  rain : 
the  night  was  nearly  calm,  gloomy,  and  dark ;  and  not  being  able  to 
gain  foundings,  although  within  thirty  yards  of  the  rocky  fliores,  they 
were  driven  about  as  the  current  of  the  tides  directed,  and  happily 
cfcaped,  though  furrounded  on  all  fides  by  innumerable  rocks  and  rocky 
iflets.  On  the  26th,  the  boundary  of  the  continent  was  determined  to 
a  point  which,  from  its  appearance  and  fituation,  obtained  the  name  of 
Deep  Sea  Bluff,  in  latitude  50°  52',  longitude  232"  29'.  This  fla- 
tion  Mr.  Broughton  judged  to  be  as  far  to  the  wcftward  as  the  appointed 
rendezvous  ;  and  for  the  purpofe  of  repairing  thither,  direfted  his  courfe 
to  the  fouth-weflward,  through  a  channel  that  bore  every  appearance  of 
leading  to  fea,  as  had  been  underflood  from  the  natives.  With  the  afTift- 
ance  of  a  frefh  gale  from  the  n.e.  lie  fhortly  arrived  at  its  fomhern  en- 
trance, which  prefented  the  opening  I  had  feen  on  the  day  we  arrived  at 
this  flation.  Acrofs  it  his  courfe  was  direflcd  to  the  fouthward,  leaving 
between  his  prefent  track,  and  the  route  he  had  purfued  to  the  north- 
ward, an  cxtenfive  clufter  of  iflands,  rocky  iflets,  and  rocks.  Thefe  in 
commemoration  of  his  difcovery,  I  diflinguifhed  by  the  name  of 
Broughton's  Archipelago. 

Whilfl;  at  this  ftation,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  ohferving  the  latitude 
by  five  meridional  altitudes  of  the  fun,  to  be  50"  35',  its  longitude  233* 
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19.  Tin- variation  ol  the  compafs,  difltTing  in  eight  fois  ol"  azimuths 
liom  i8",'jo'  to  2;^"  53',  (hcwt'd  a  mean  rcrult  of  20"  5',  calhvardly  va- 
riation. The  tides  were  inrgidar,  on  fonie  days  being  very  rapid,  on 
others  fcarcely  perceptible;  tlie  rife  and  fall,  the  time  of  high  water,  anil 
other  llufhiations  and  irregnlaritics,  I  attributed,  as  already  Hated,  to 
the  influenee  of  the  winds,  and  the  operation  of  other  local  caufes  on 
this  infulated  region. 

With  a  frcfh  breeze  fron)  the  e.n.e.  wo  dire6lcd  onr  courfe  to  the 
:8.  wedward  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  in  order  to  proceed  to  the  north- 
ward round  the  well  end  of  this  illand.  The  channel  through  which  we 
palled,  though  very  unpleafant  on  account  of  the  many  rocks  in  it,  is 
inlinitely  lefs  dangerous  than  that  to  the  eailward  of  the  illand,  which  is 
by  no  means  advifeable  for  fliips  to  attempt. 

We  had  not  i)een  l<Mig  under  weigh  before  we  were  joined  by  the 
Chatham,  and  llec  red  to  the  nortliward  for  the  channel  leading  to  Deep 
Sea  bluff,  which  I  calli'd  Fu  i;'s  Passage.  As  wc  crolUxl  the  main 
arm  the  fijualiy  hazy  weather  permitted  our  feeing,  but  very  nnperfe6ily, 
the  feveral  illands  and  rocks  tliat  it  contains.  About  two  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  we  entered  Fife's  palfage,  and  found  its  eallern  point  (named  by 
me,  after  Captain  Duff  of  the  royal  navy,  Point  Dun),  fituated  in 
latitude  50"  jS',  longitude  233"  10'.  A  fmall  rocky  iflet  lies  off  point 
Duff  covered  with  flirubs ;  and  off  the  wefl  point  of  this  palfage,  named 
Point  Gordon,  bearing  n.  83  w.  from  point  Duff,  are  feveral  white 
flat  barren  rocks  lying  at  a  little  diflance  from  the  fhore.  Although  the 
tide  appeared  to  be  in  our  favor,  we  made  fo  little  progrefs  in  this  inlet, 
that  we  were  compelled  to  anchor  at  five  in  the  afternoon  not  more  than 
2  miles  within  the  entrance  in  20  fathoms  water,  on  the  northern  fhore, 
near  fome  fmall  rocky  illets.  The  fhores  that  now  furrounded  us  were 
not  very  high,  compofed  of  rugged  rocks  fteep  to  the  fea,  in  the  chafms 
and  chinks  of  which  a  great  number  of  flunted  or  dwarf  pine  trees  were 
produced.  Some  few  of  the  natives  favored  us  with  their  company,  but 
brought  little  to  difpofeof;  ihefe  were  not  quite  fo  much  painted  as  the 
Indians  of  CheJIakce's  village,,  nor  did  they  feeiu  in  the  leafl  acquainted 
with  the  Nootka  language. 

On 
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On  fimd.iN  morning  about  nine  we  were  umU'r  fail  with  a  light  favora- 
hlc  brciv.f,  liilhricnt  to  have  carried  us  at  the  rate  of  near  a  league  per 
Iioiir;  yet  ih(  (hip  remained  (hui()nar\' and  inignvernahle,  not  aiilwering 
to  her  hehn  m  anv  (hreition.  In  this  Ncry  implealant  and  <h(agreeahle  (itii- 
ation,  attributed  bvu-;  to  a  kind  ofinuler  tow.  or  counter  tide,  we  eonlinu- 
ed  until  ncir  dark,  when  a  nion-  powerful  bree/e  Ipringing  up,  we  reached 
Deep  Sea  blull.  and  anchored  about  eleven  at  night,  in  a  linall  opening  on 
its  weflern  fide  in  70  fathoms  water ;  having  paflii'd  a  more  exten(i\ e  one  to 
the  fouth  of  this,  which  took  its  dirertion  to  the  N.w.  On  the  return  of  Monilay  3c. 
day,  this  appeared  a  very  fmall  branch  of  the  feu  ;  and  as  it  was  now  mani- 
felK  there  was  no  ceitainty  in  confiding  in  apjiearatiees,  diretlions  were 
given,  that  both  veffels  fliould  be  removed  higher  up  near  to  a  con- 
venient fp(;t  for  reiruiting  our  wood  and  water  ;  whilll,  in  the  yawl,  I 
proceeded  to  examine  whither  this  arm  was  likely  to  lead.  It  continued 
about  four  tniles  from  Deep  Sea  [)luf}"  to  the  norlh-eallward,  then  llretch- 
ed  to  the  wellward,  and  terminated  behind  the  hill  under  which  the 
vefTels  were  at  anchor,  about  two  miles  :o  the  weftward  of  thein,  form- 
ing a  narrow  idhinus,  over  which  we  \\ulked,  and  had  a  dillindt  view 
of  the  opening  before  mentioned,  extending  to  the  wellward.  Being 
perfetily  fati^ficd  on  this  head,  I  returned,  and  found  the  veffels,  at  the 
appointed  llation,  riding  in  30  fathoms  water  near  the  wefiern  fliore, 
conveniently  fituated  for  procuring  the  only  fupplies  this  dreary  region 
Icemed  likely  to  afford.  But,  as  tolerably  fecure  anchorage  was  not  on 
all  occafions  to  be  found,  I  determined  the  v(  llels  fhould  remain  flati- 
onary  here,  whilff  the  boats  explored  the  broken  country  before  us  ; 
which  promifed  to  furnidi  other  paffages,  into  the  great  wellern  chan- 
nel we  had  quitted,  and  bore  every  appearance  of  leading  to  the  pacific 
ocean. 

The  Difcovery's  yawl,  launch  and  cutter,  were  ordered  to  be  equip- 
ped, and  in  readinefs  to  depart  at  day-light  the  next  morning.  Mr. 
Broughton  accompanied  me,  attended  by  Lieutenant  Puget  in  the  launch, 
and  Mr.  Whidbey  in  the  cutter.  At  fun-rife,  our  little  fquadron  put  Tucidiy  31. 
off  with  intention  of  following  up  the  continental  fhore,  until  we  might 
find  a  more  weftern  paffage  leading  to  the  fea ;  there  to  appoint  a  ren- 
dezvous 
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dczvous  for  the  launch  and  cutter,  whic'  were  to  continue  the  exami- 
nation of  tlie  continental  boundary,  whilil  we  returned  to  condutl;  the 
vcffels  to  the  appointed  ilation. 

From  Deep  Sea  bluff,  the  (bore  of  the  main,  acrofs  this  fmnll  opening, 
took  a  direflion  N.50  w.,  for  about  four  miles;  then  extended  n.n.e,, 
about  a  league  to  a  point,  where  the  arm  took  a  more  eaRerly  courfe, 
palfing  an  ifland,  and  fcveral  rocky  iflets,  forming  j)a{fages  for  boats  only  ; 
whim,  to  the  weftward  of  the  ifland,  the  main  channel  was  a  mile  in 
width,  and  no  doubt  was  entertained  of  our  there  finding  a  greater  depth 
of  water  than  we  required  for  the  veffels.  We  were  however  obliged  to 
quit  the  direftion  of  that  which  appeared,  and  afterwards  proved  to  be 
the  main  channel,  to  purfue  the  continental  line  along  this,  which  ap- 
parently led  to  the  n.e.  and  eaftward.  In  this  route,  a  poor  unfortu- 
nate deer,  that  feemed  to  have  eluded  the  purfuers,  had  found  an  afylum 
in  a  fniall  recefs  on  the  rocky  precipice  forming  the  fliore,  about  twenty 
yards  in  a  direftion  almofl  perpendicular  to  the  water,  from  whence  he 
could  only  efcape  by  the  way  he  had  come.  In  this  very  expofed  fitu- 
ation,  the  two  headmofl  boats  paffed  him  unnoticed  ;  but,  on  the  third 
making  the  difcovery,  a  platoon  of  mufkets  was  difcharged  at  the  de- 
fencelefs  animal  by  the  whole  party  without  effeft.  On  this  a  feaman 
landed,  and,  with  a  boat-hook,  dragged  him  from  the  rocks  by  the  neck, 
and  fecured  to  us  this  valuable  acquifition.  Upwards  of  twenty  muflcets 
on  this  occafion  were  fired,  feven  of  which  hit  him,  but  no  one  mortally ; 
or  wounded  him  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  have  prevented  his  efcaping, 
had  not  the  ov?r-hanging  precipices  of  the  rocks  rendered  it  impolfible. 
Venifon  had  long  with  us  been  a  fcarce  commodity  ;  our  buck  proved 
excellent,  and  afforded  us  all  one  or  tu'o  excellent  frefli  meals. 

We  purfued  the  examination  of  this  arm  to  its  head  in  latitude  51°, 
longitude  233°  46' ;  where  it  terminated  in  a  fnnilar  way  to  the  many 
before  defcribed.  Its  fhores,  about  a  mile  apart,  were  compofed  of  high 
fteep  craggy  mount?iii.i,  whofe  fummits  were  capped  with  fnow;  the 
lower  cliffs  thougli  apparently  deflitute  of  foil,  produced  many  pine 
trees,  that  feemed  to  draw  all  their  nourifhment  out  of  the  folid  rock. 
The  water,  near  4  leagues  from  its  upper  end,    was  of  a  very  light 
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chalky  colour,  and  nearly  frefli.  From  its  (lioros  two  fnnall  branches 
extended,  one  winding  about  four  miles  to  the  s.f..  and  s.vv.,  the  other 
about  a  league  to  the  n.  n.  w.  The  examination  of  this  canal  employ- 
ed us  until  noon  the  next  day,  when  we  purfued  that  which  appeared  ^Vcdnci 
to  be  the  main  channel  leading  to  the  weftward,  having  feveral  rocky 
idets  and  rocks  off  its  north  point  of  entrance.  This  I  called  Point 
Philip,  lying  n.  56  w.  from  Deep  Sea  bluff,  at  the  diftance  of  not 
more  than  eight  miles.  So  tardy  was  our  progrefs  in  fixing  the  boun- 
dary of  this  broken  continental  fhore,  which  we  traced  from  point 
Philip,  about  2  leagues  in  the  direftion  of  n.  78  w.,  when  it  again  be- 
came divided  into  various  channels.  The  moft  fpacious  one,  leading 
to  the  fouth-weftward,  prefented  an  appearance  of  communicating  with 
the  fea.  The  fliores,  on  all  fides,  were  high,  fteep  and  rocky  ;  though 
they  feemed  tolerably  well  clothed  with  pines  of  different  forts. 

We  kept  the  continental  fhore  on  board  through  a  very  intricate 
narrow  branch  that  took  a  direftion  e.  by  n.  for  near  2  leagues,  and 
then  terminated  as  ufual,  at  the  bafe  of  a  remarkable  mountain,  con- 
fpicuous  for  its  irregular  form,  and  its  elevation  above  the  reft  of  the 
hills  in  its  neighbourhood.  This  I  have  diftinguifhed  in  my  chart  by 
the  name  of  Mount  Stephens,  in  honor  of  Sir  Philip  Stephens  of 
the  Admiralty.  It  is  fituated  in  latitude  51°!',  longitude  233°  20',  and 
may  ferve  as  an  excellent  guide  to  the  entrance  of  the  various  channels 
with  which  this  country  abounds. 

As  we  profecuted  our  refearches,  we  vifited  a  fmall  Indian  village 
fituated  on  a  rocky  iflet.  The  whole  of  it  was  nearly  occupied,  well 
conftru6led  for  its  proteftion,  and  rendered  almoft  inacceffible  by  plat- 
forms, fimilar  to  that  before  defcribed,  though  not  fo  ftrong,  nor  fo 
ingenioufly  defigned.  The  inhabitants  did  not  exceed  thirty  or  for- 
ty perfons,  who  exa6lly  correfponded  with  thofe  feen  to  the  fouthward 
of  Deep  Sea  bluff,  and  from  whom  we  met  with,  as  ufual,  a  very  cordial 
reception.  A  few  indifferent  fea-otter  flcins,  foi  which  they  demanded 
more  iron  than  we  were  inclined  to  give,  comprehended  all  their  flock 
in  trade  ;  they  had  a  diflant  knowledge  of  a  few  words  of  the  Nootka 
language;  but  did  not  always  feem  properly  to  apply  them.  The  nar- 
row 
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row  pnlTago  by  which  we  had  entered,  is  a  clianncl  admifTiblc  for  boats 
onl)' ;  and  thence,  to  the  loot  of  mount  Stephens,  was  merely  a  chafm  in 
the  mountains,  caufed,  probably,  by  fome  violent  efforts  of  nature.  This 
idea  originated  in  its  differing  materially  in  one  particular  from  all  the 
canals  we  had  hitherto  examined;  namely,  in  its  having  regular  found- 
ings, not  exceeding  the  depth  of  13  fathoms,  ahii  ugh  its  fhores,  like 
all  thofe  of  the  bottomlefs  canals,  were  formed  i;y  perj)cndicular  cliffs, 
from  their  fnowy  fummits  to  the  water's  edge. 

The  flupendous  mountains  on  each  fide  of  this  narrow  chadn,  pre- 
vented a  due  circulation  of  air  below,  by  excluding  the  rays  of  the 
fun ;  whiHl  the  exhalations  from  the  furface  of  the  water  and  the  humid 
fliores  of  the  canal,  wanting  rarefaftion,  were,  in  a  great  meafure,  de- 
tained, like  fleam  in  a  condenfed  ftate ;  the  evaporation  thus  produced  a 
degree  of  cold  and  chillnefs  which  rendered  our  night's  lodging  very  un- 
pleafant. 

We  quitted  this  unwholefome  fituation,  at  the  dawning  of  the  next 
day,  and  dire6led  our  courfe  through  another  paffage,  which,  from  the 
northern  fhore  led  about  a  league  to  the  weftward,  and  then  turned  to 
the  fouth.  This  channel  is  rendered  cxcefTively  dangerous,  owing  to  the 
number  of  rocky  iflets,  funken  rocks,  and,  by  the  tides  fctting  through 
it  with  great  rapidity  and  irregularity.  By  breakfalt  time,  we  reached 
the  opening  leading  to  the  fouth-weftward,  about  half  a  league  from 
the  \illiige  we  had  \i filed  the  preceding  day.  Here  I  intended  to 
conclude  my  excurfion  as  foon  as  a  place  of  rendezvous  for  the  vef- 
fels  and  boats  fhould  be  found ;  in  quefl  of  which  we  proceeded  down 
the  opening  leading  to  the  fouth-weflward ;  which  I  called  Wells's 
Passagl  ;  this  now  feeined,  on  a  certainty,  to  communicate  with  the 
great  channel,  which  we  luppofed  to  lead  to  fea.  But  another  branch 
foon  appearing  thai  llretched  a  little  to  the  fouth-weflward  of  weft,  I  was 
in  hopes  my  objett  would  have  been  further  attained,  by  finding  fome 
more  weflcrly  ftation  for  our  rendezvous  than  the  end  of  Wells's  paffage. 
In  this  hope,  we  continued  our  exanunation  about  2  leagues,  leaving  fome 
part  of  the  fhore  to  the  north  of  us,  not  fully  explored.  On  landing 
to  dine  about  the  time  of  high  water,  we  iiM)a  perceived  a  rapid  ebb- 
tide coming  from  the  weftward.     This  rendered  a  conmtunication  with 
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the  ocean  in  that  diredion,  if  not  imponible,  at  lead  very  improbable ; 
and  as  the  time,  its  examination  was  Hkelv  to  engage  from  its  apparent 
extent,  might  render  my  defign  ineffectual,  I  determined  to  return,  leaving 
the  launeh  and  eutter  to  carrv  on  the  furvey.  Our  future  meeting  I  ap- 
pointed near  the  weft  point  of  Wells's  paftage  ;  this  after  Captain  Boyles 
of  the  navy  I  named  Point  Boyles  ;  it  is  fituated  in  latitude  50'' 51', 
and  in  longitude  232° 52'. 

About  one  o'elock  the  next  day,  we  arrived  on  board,  and  immedi- 
ately proceeded  with  the  veffels  towards  the  rendezvous,  but  fo  flowly 
that  it  was  faturday  evening  before  we  arrived  within  2  leagues  to  the  s. 
K.  of  it.  There  the  boats  joined  us,  and  the  want  of  wind  obliged  us  to 
anchor  in  60  fathoms  water,  on  the  s.w.  fide  of  a  low  ifland,  about 
half  a  league  from  its  fhores,  bearing  by  compafs  from  n.  42  e.  to  n. 
38  w. ;  point  DufF  N.87  e.  ;  the  land  of  the  fouthern  fliore  from  S.50E. 
to  s.  22  w. ;  a  high  ifland  appearing  to  lie  nearly  in  mid-channel,  from 
s.  55  w^.  to  s.  64  w. ;  and  point  Boyles  n.  84  w.  ;  having  many  rocky 
iftets  and  rocks  in  view,  too  numerous  to  be  here  noticed. 

I  now  became  acquainted,  that  the  officers  had  returned,  as  direfted, 
to  the  examination  of  the  continental  fhore  from  the  place  where  I 
quitted  it,  and  on  purfuing  it  to  the  fouthward,  they  had  found  it  in- 
dented with  fmall  bays,  that  afforded,  like  the  narrow  arm  before  men- 
tioned, fnug  and  convenient  anchorage  ;  but  the  paffages  into  them 
were  intricate  and  dangerous,  owing  to  the  ftrong  currents,  and  the 
many  rocky  iflets,  and  funken  rocks,  in  their  neighbourhood.  Ihe 
arm,  leading  to  the  weftward,  that  I  luid  been  in,  was  traced  to  the  la- 
titude of  50°  59',  longitude  232°  36'.  In  it  were  many  rocky  iflets  and 
funken  rocks  ;  which,  with  the  velocity  of  the  tide,  rendered  it  dan- 
gerous, even  for  the  navigation  of  boats.  Near  its  termination,  they 
purfued  a  \ery  narrow  opening  on  its  northern  fliore,  winding  towards 
the  E.N.K.  replete  with  overfalls  and  funken  rocks,  and  ending  bv  a 
cafeade  fimilar  to  leveral  that  had  before  been  obferved.  Tliefc  are 
perfeftly  fldt,  and  leem  to  owe  their  origin  to  the  tidal  waters,  which,  in 
general,  rile  feventeen  feet,  and,  at  high  water,  render  thefe  falls  imper- 
i'eptible,  as  the  bar  or  obflruciion,  at  that  time,  lies  from  four  to  fix 
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1792.       [^,p^  beneath  tlie  I'urfacc  of  the  fca,  am'  confegucntlv  at  low  water  caufes  a 

Aiigulh  „  . 

V,  i-^,-  ^  fall  of  tcMi  or  twelve  ftrt:  fome  of  wliich  are  twenty  yards  in  width.  One 
of  tlicfc  Mr.  Wliidbc;-  afcendcd  neaily  at  low  water,  and  found  the  in- 
ternal reforvoir  to  be  a  fiuall  lake,  or  rather  a  large  pond,  feemingly  of 
deep  water,  divided  into  fcveral  branches,  that  winded  fome  diftance 
tlux)ug]i  low,  fwampy  woodland  country.  Thefe  falt-water  cafcades  may, 
probaI>]v.  be  occrTioiicd  Iv,- the  tides  flowing  with  great  rapidity,  and,  af- 
ter ihev  have  rifen  above  ibefe  obflruCtions,  aft  with  confiderable  pref- 
fure,  rufbing  forward  iii  thofe  inland  narrow  channels,  where  they  foon 
overflow  tb.c  plain,  and,  (indmg  an  extenfive  field  for  their  expanfion,  a 
fufficicnt  quantity  of  water,  with  the  addition  of  the  drains  and  fprings 
of  the  country,  is  thus  collcfted,  to  replenifli  thefe  refervoirs  every 
twelve  hours,  and  to  caufc  a  conflant  fall  during  the  reflux  of  the  tide. 
Within  a  few  yards  of  one  of  thefe  cafcades  was  difcovered  a  confide- 
rable flream  of  wann  frelh  water. 

By  this  expedition,  the  continental  fhore  was  traced  to  the  weftern- 
moft  land  in  fight.  We  had  now  only  to  proceed  along  it,  as  foon  as 
the  wind  and  weather  v.  ould  permit  our  moving.     This,  however,  a 

Sunday  5.  thick  fog  and  a  calm,  prevented,  until  funday  afternoon,  when  a  light 
breeze  between  s.w.  and  wefl,  enabled  us,  by  fun-fet,  to  advance  about 
2  leagues  to  the  weflward  of  point  Boyles,  which,  by  compafs,  bore 
from  us  s.  85  w. ;  an  ifland,  previoufly  confidered  to  lie  in  mid-channel, 
but  now  difcovered  to  be  divided  into  four  or  more  iflets,  s.  38  e.  ;  the 
mofl  diflant  part  of  the  op  )fite  fhore  fouth,  4  or  5  leagues  off;  and 
the  neareft  taken  by  us  to  be  an  ifland,  w.  s.  w.  about  a  league.  Thefe 
pofitions  are  not,  however,  to  be  received  as  correft,  bccaufe  the  fog, 
ftill  continuing,  alternately  obfcurcd  place  after  place,  in  the  fouthcrn 
quarters,  fo  as  to  render  it  impratlicable,  either  to  acquire  the  true  po- 
fition,  or  even  gain  a  diftinft  view  of  thofe  fliores.  The  northern, 
or  continental  fide,  was  not  in  the  like  manner,  obfcured ;  its  nearcfl 
part  bore  by  compafs  north  about  half  a  league  from  us ;  and  its 
weflern  extremity  n.  78  ^v.  Between  this  point  and  a  clufter  of 
iflands,  bearing  wefl,  a  channel  appeared  to  lead  along  the  coafl;  of  the 
main  land,   in  which  were  fome  fmall  iflets  and  rocks ;  fouth   of  the 
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clufter,  the  haze  and  fog  rendered  it  impofTible  to  determine  of  what 
that  region  principally  confifted,  though  the  imperfctl  view  we  obtain- 
ed, gave  it  the  appearance  of  being  much  broken.  In  this  fituarion,  we 
had  60  and  70  fathoms,  muddy  bottom ;  but,  as  \vc.  had  iufficient  fpace 
to  pafs  the  night  in  under  fail,  I  preferred  fo  doing,  that  we  might  be 
the  more  ready  to  purfue  the  above-mentioned  channel  in  the  morning. 
The  wind  continuing  light  in  the  s.w.  quarter,  we  plied  until 
day-break,  when  the  breeze  was  fucceeded  by  a  calm  and  a  \'ery  thick  Mond*y  6. 
fog  that  obfcured  every  furrounding  obje61  until  noon,  without  our 
being  able  to  gain  foundings ;  fo  that  we  were  left  to  the  mercy  of 
the  currents,  in  a  fituation  that  could  not  fail  to  occafion  the  mod  anx- 
ious folicitude.  The  fog  had  no  fooner  difperfed,  than  we  found  our- 
felves  in  the  channel  for  which  I  had  intended  to  fteer,  interfperfed 
with  numerous  rocky  iflefs  and  rocks,  extending  from  the  above  clufter 
of  illands  towards  the  fhore  of  the  continent.  The  region  to  the  s.w. 
ftill  remained  obfcured  by  the  fog  and  haze ;  at  intervals,  however, 
fomething  of  it  might  be  difcerned,  ferving  only  to  fliew  there  was  no 
great  probability  of  our  finding  a  lefs  intricate  paffage  to  navigate, 
than  that  immediately  before  us  along  the  continental  fliore ;  which  muft 
either  be  now  traced  by  the  fliip,  or  by  the  boats  on  a  future  occafion. 
T!iis  made  nie  determine  on  the  former  mode,  although  there  was  rea- 
fon  to  apprehend  it  would  engage  our  utmoft  attention,  even  in  fair 
weather,  to  preferve  us  from  latent  dangers.  The  difperfion  of  the 
fog  was  attended  by  a  light  breeze  from  the  n.n.w^.,  and  as  we  ftood 
to  windward,  we  fuddenly  grounded  on  a  bed  of  funken  rocks  about 
four  in  the  afternoon.  A  fignal  indicating  our  fituation  was  immediate- 
1\  made  to  the  Chatham,  (lie  inftantly  anchored  in  50  fathoms  water, 
about  a  cable  and  a  halfdiftant  from  us,  and  we  immediately  received 
all  her  boats  to  our  alhftance.  The  ftreani  anchor  was  carried  out,  and 
an  attempt  made  to  heave  the  fliip  off,  but  to  no  effeft.  The  tide  fell 
very  rapidlv  ;  and  the  foice  with  \vhich  the  fliip  had  grounded,  had 
occafioncd  her  fewing  confiderably  forward.  On  heaving ;  the  anchor 
came  home,  fo  that  we  had  no  refource  ieft  but  that  of  getting  down 
our  topmafts,  yards,  Sec.  &c.  flioaring  up    the  vcffcl   with   fpars   and 
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fpare  topmafts,  and  lightening  her  as  much  as  pofTiblc,  by  darting  the 
water,  throwing  overboard  our  fuel  and  part  of  the  ballail  we  had  taken 
on  board  in  the  fpring.  Soon  after  the  fhip  was  aground,  the  tide  took 
her  on  the  (larboard  quarter  ;  and  as  fhe  was  afloat  abaft  it  caufed  her 
to  take  a  fudden  fwing,  and  made  her  heel  fo  very  confiderably  on 
the  (larboard  fide,  which  was  from  the  rocks,  that  her  fituation,  for  a 
few  fecondsj  was  alarming  in  the  highefl  degree.  The  {hoars  were  got 
over  with  all  poflible  difpatch,  but  notwithflanding  this,  by  the  time  it 
was  low  water,  the  {larboard  main  chains  were  within  three  inches  of 
the  furface  of  the  fca.  Happilv,  at  this  time,  there  was  not  the  fmalled 
fwell  or  agitation,  ahhougli  we  were  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
ocean.  This  muft  ever  be  regarded  as  a  very  providential  circum- 
(lancc,  and  was  highly  favorable  to  our  very  irkfome  and  unpleafant 
fituation,  which  under  the  perlbafion  of  the  tide  falling  as  low  as  had 
been  lately  obferved  in  our  feveral  boat  expeditions,  nothing  (hort  of 
immediate  and  inevitable  deflru6lion  prefented  itfelf,  until  towards  the 
latter  part  of  the  ebb  tide,  when  more  than  one  half  of  the  (hip  was 
fupported  by  fuch  a  fuflicient  body  of  water,  as,  in  a  great  meafure,  to 
relieve  us  from  the  painful  anxiety  that  fo  di{lre{rmg  a  circum{lance  ne- 
ce{rarily  occafioned.  When  the  tide  was  at  the  loweft,  about  nine  at 
night,  the  ihip's  fore  foot  was  only  in  about  3^  feet  water,  whilft  her 
Hern  was  in  4  fathoms. 

In  this  melancholy  fituation,  we  remained,  expefting  relief  from  the 
returning  flood,  which  to  our  inexpreffible  joy  was  at  length  announced 
by  the  floating  of  the  fhoars,  a  happy  indication  of  the  fhip  righting. 
Our  exertions  to  lighten  her  were,  however,  unabated,  until  about  two 
in  the  morning  ;  when  the  fhip  becoming  nearly  upright,  we  hove  on 
the  flern  cable,  and,  without  any  particular  efforts,  or  much  flrain, 
had  the  undefcribable  fatisfaftion  of  feeling  her  again  afloat,  without  ha- 
ving received  the  leafl  apparent  injury.  We  brought  up  in  35  fathoms 
water,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  bed  of  rocks  from  whence 
we  had  fo  providentially  efcaped.  After  about  tiiree  hours  reft,  all 
hands  were  employed  in  the  re-equipment  of  the  fhip.  The  main  top- 
gallant top-rope  unluckily  broke,  and  by  this  accident,  John  Turner,  a 
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r'.iman,  luid  his  arm  unforlunatcly  fra6lured.     By  noon,   the  liold  was 
rc-llowed,  and  the  (iiip,  in  every  rcfped,  ready  again  to  proceed. 

A  light  breeze  fpringingup  From  the  s.w.  about  one  o'cloek,  we  were 
again  under  fail,  and  knowing  of  no  fufer  ehaniul,  wc  (hreded  our 
courfe  through  that  before  us,  along  the  continental  fhore.  This  was  a 
narrow  paflage,  and  as  we  advanced,  became  more  intricate  by  an  in- 
creafed  number  of  rocky  illcts  and  rocks,  as  well  beneath,  as  above  the 
furfacc  of  the  water ;  the  former  being  afecrtained  by  the  furf  breaking 
with  fome  violence  upon  them.  This  dangerous  navigation  (eemed  to 
continue  as  far  as  was  difcernible  towards  the  ocean,  between  the  fliore 
of  the  continent  and  the  land  forming  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  channel, 
whicii  appeared  to  be  an  extenfive  range  of  illands. 

Having  fo  recently  been  preferved  from  the  dangers  of  a  mofl  perilous 
fituation,  the  fcene  before  us,  in  prefenting  a  profpc61  of  many  fucli 
fnares,  was  extremely  difeouraging.  We  had,  however,  not  the  lead 
hope  of  finding  a  lefs  difficult  way  for  the  execution  of  th  c  adventurous 
fervice  in  which  we  were  engaged  ;  nor  auN  alternative  but  to  proceed 
with  all  the  pofFible  circumfpedion  and  caution  that  the  nature  of  our 
fituation  would  permit,  through  a  channel  not  more  than  half  a  mile  wide, 
bounded  on  one  fide  by  iflands,  rocks,  and  breakers,  which  in  fome  places 
appeared  almofl:  to  meet  the  continental  fhore  on  the  other.  However 
intricate,  this  apparently  was  the  only  navigable  channel  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. About  five  in  the  afternoon  we  had  fortunately  efcaped 
through  its  narrowed  part ;  the  wind  now  became  light  and  baffling ;  the 
ebb  tide  fat  us  towards  the  ocean,  where  we  now  had  a  view  of  ilie  dif- 
tant  horizon,  although  intercepted  by  the  fame  rocky  region  that  fur- 
rounded  us  in  every  dire6lion.  About  fix  o'clock  fome  of  its  hidden 
dangers  arrefted  the  progrefs  of  the  Chatham.  We  indantly  anchored 
in  70  fathoms  water,  and  fent  our  boats  to  her  afiiflance.  Thus,  before 
we  had  recovered  from  the  fatiguing  exertions  and  anxious  folicitude  of 
one  diftrefiing  night,  the  endurance  of  a  fimilar  calamity  was  our  por- 
tion for  the  next. 

I  had  lefs  reafon  at  firfl;  to  hope  for  the  prefervation  of  the  Chatham 
under  the  circumftances  of  her  difafler,  than  I  had  the  preceding  night 
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for  that  of  ihc^  Difcovcry ;  as  the  oceanic  (well  was  here  very  perreptl- 
l)Ie,  and  cauled  a  confidcrable  furf  on  the  lliore.  On  the  return  ol'  our 
fniall  boat,  I  became  acquainted  tliat,  in  confequence  of  its  having  fal- 
len calm,  file  had  been  driven  by  the  tide  on  a  ledge  of  funken  rocks, 
but  had  the  confolation  of  hearing,  that  although  ftie  had  frec|uently 
firuck  when  lifu;d  by  the  furge,  if  had  noi  been  violently  ;  that  no  da- 
mage had  yet  been  fudained  :  and  that  her  prefent  very  uncomfortable 
fituation  could  not  be  of  long  duration,  as  it  was  nearly  half  ebb  when 
fhe  grounded. 

Our  prefent  anchorage  bore  by  compaD  from  the  rocks,  on  which  the 
Difcovery  had  llruck,  though  intercepted  by  various  others,  s.  42  e,  5 
miles,  and  from  the  ledge  of  rocks  on  which  the  Chatham  was  then  ly- 
ing, s.  6i  E.  3  miles  diflant.  Our  edimated  latitude  was  51"  2',  longi- 
tude 232°  25'.  Since  the  commencement  of  the  month  of  auguft,  the 
foggy  weather  had  totally  precluded  our  making  any  celellial  obferva- 
tions  ;  the  fituation  therefore  of  the  iflands,  coafls,  rocks,  &c.  weflward 
from  Deep  Sea  bluff,  could  only  be  afcertained  by  an  eflimated  protrac- 
tion, which  may  be  liable  to  errors  we  had  no  means  to  deteft  ;  hence 
this  portion  of  intricate  navigation  is  not  to  be  implicitly  depended  upon 
in  this  particular,  as  exhibited  by  the  chart ;  but  the  continued  direftion 
of  the  continental  fhore,  (the  ncarcft  part  now  bearing  by  compafs  n.  1.. 
at  the  diftance  of  about  h^lf  a  league)  was  pofitivcly  afcertained  to  this 
flation  ;  and  I  truft,  its  latitude  and  longitude  will  not  be  found  to  de- 
viate many  miles  from  the  truth. 

The  rocks  between  our  prefent  anchorage  and  the  ocean  having  the 
appearance  of  being  almoll  impenetrable,  Mr.  Whidbey  was  difpatched 
to  difcovcr  the  mofl  fafe  channel  for  us  to  ])urfue.  The  day-light  jufl 
ferved  him  to  execute  his  commilfion  ;  and  on  his  return  at  night  he  in- 
formed mc,  tluit  tiicre  were  three  paffages ;  one  nearly  through  the  cen- 
ter of  the  rocks  ;  another  about  midway  between  the  continental  fliore, 
and  a  very  broken  country  to  the  foutliward  of  us ;  and  a  third  between 
the  nearcll  cIuIU  r  of  rocks  and  the  continent.  This  for  a  fniall  dilhuice 
feemed  to  be  dear ;  but  further  to  the  north-wellward  a  labyrinth  of 
rocks  appeared  to  ftrctch  from  the  continent  towards  land,  forming  like 
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twoilhiiuls.  'I'luTe  rocks  nearly  joined  to  the  north-eaftcrnmoft  about 
()  miles  from  us,  bearing  by  compals  N.50  w.  tlic  weUernmod.  at  about 
the  lanii'  dillance,   N.  64  w. 

The  neared  duller  of  rocks,  wholl'  foutliern  j)art  was  ahnnil  in  a 
line  with  the  eaUernmoft  ifhuid,  not  quite  a  league  from  us,  we  were  to 
pafs  to  the  fouth  of;  between  them  and  other  rocks  and  rocky  illets,  to 
the  \ve(lward  and  s.w.  forming  a  chaimcl  about  two  miles  wide,  in  wliich 
no  vifd)Ie  obHrudlion  had  been  difcovcred  by  Mr.  Whidbey.  Thefc 
rocks  and  rocky  iflets  preliMited  an  appearance  of  being  as  nearly  con- 
nedted  with  the  fouthern  broken  fliore,  as  thofe  further  north  did  with 
the  continent,  giving  us  little  to  cxpe6l  but  a  very  intricate  and  ha- 
z  rdous  navigation. 

An  extremely  thick  fog  ufhering  in  the  morning  of  the  8th,  precluded 
our  feeing  or  knowing  any  thing  of  the  Chatham's  fituation  ;  and  obliged 
us  to  remain  in  the  moll;  painful  Hate  of  fufpenfe  until  about  nine  in  the 
forenoon,  when  the  fog  in  fome  meafurc  difpcrfing,  wc  had  the  fatis- 
fa6lion  I  f  feeing  our  confort  approaching  us  imder  fail ;  and  having  a 
light  foutherly  breeze,  with  the  ebb  tide  in  our  favor,  we  innnediately 
weighed  in  order  to  proceed  together  through  the  channel  before  men- 
tioned between  the  rocks. 

On  the  return  of  the  boats,  lieutenant  Baker,  who  had  been  with  our 
people  aflilling  the  Chatliam  during  the  night,  informed  me  that  latterly 
Ihe  had  llruck  fo  hard,  as  iniirely  to  difable  both  the  (pare  topmalts, 
which  had  been  ufed  for  fiioars:  but  that  about  half  pafl  one  they  fuc- 
ceeded  in  heaving  her  off,  without  the  appearance  of  her  having  fudained 
any  very  material  damage.  Our  fails  were  fcarcely  fet  when  the  wind 
became  variable ;  and  foon  after  mid-day  partial  fogs  andJ^'a  clear  at- 
mofphere  fucceeded  each  other  in  every  direftion.  Thefe  by  one  o'clock 
obliged  us  again  to  anchor  in  ^1^  fathoms  water,  as  did  the  Chatham 
about  2  miles  to  the  northward  of  our  former  flation,  and  within  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  of  the  continental  fliore.  Here  we  were  detained  until 
nine  the  following  morning,  when  with  a  light  eaflwardly  breeze,  and  Thurfdriyg. 
clear  weather,  we  direfted  our  courfe  as  before  flated.  On  pnlTuig  near 
the  iocks  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  channel,  -we  had  foundings  at  the 
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dcptli  f)f"  28  fathoms,  rocky  botioni;  hut  iiumediatoly  aricrwards  gained 
no  ground  with  Go  and  70  liuhoins  of  line.  As  it  was  my  ininiiion  to 
feek  a  chamicl  bctwivn  \hc  two  ifkuids,  the  Chatham's  (ignal  was  made 
to  leafl.  'i"he  wind  being  hght  we  advanced  flowly,  pading  fome  very 
dangiious  rocks,  whole  lituution  was  only  to  be  known  by  the  breakers 
upon  them  at  low  tide,  lying  about  2  miles  to  the  s.i .  of  the  north-eallern- 
mofl  illand. 

Thoiigii  clear  iminedintelv  overhead,  the  horizon  was  enctnnbcrcd 
with  partial  fogs  in  every  direftion.  This  rendered  the  view  of  fur- 
rounding  ol))e6ls  not  lefs  limited  than  undelined,  and  prevented  fueh 
obfervations  being  made,  as  were  necellary  for  afecrtnining  our  pofitive 
fituation.  About  noon  we  were  becalmed  between  thefe  illands,  whole 
fhorcs  are  about  two  miles  and  a  half  afunder ;  foundings  were  obtained 
at  the  depth  of  70  fathoms,  rocky  bottom.  They  lie  from  each  other 
about  north  and  fouth  ;  the  fouthernmofl;  is  about  a  league  in  circuit, 
with  a  fmall  ifland  lying  off  its  eallern  extremity.  The  nortliernmoff,, 
inftcad  of  being  one  ifland,  as  bad  been  fuppoli^d,  was  now  found  to 
comprehend  eight  or  nine  finall  idets,  lying  in  a  direction  about  n.  50  w. 
and  occupying  in  that  line  an  extent  of  four  miles ;  their  breadth  about 
half,  or  pcrluips  three  quarters  of  a  mile.  With  the  aHidancc  of  the 
boats  a-hcad,  we  palTcd  through  tliis  channel  about  one  o'clock.  At  this 
time  a  light  breeze  fpringing  up  from  the  north -weft  ward,  we  flood  to- 
wards the  fouthern  fhore ;  it  was  not,  however,  as  was  ufual  with  the 
north-welf  erly  winds,  attended  with  clear  and  pleafant  weather,  but  with  a 
remarkably  thick  fog  ;  and  having  no  foundings  we  were  obliged  to  ply  to 
windward  under  an  cafy  fail  until  about  fi\e  o'clock,  wlicn  we  gained 
bottom,  at.i'  anchored  in  55  fathoms  water.  The  fog  foon  after  cleared 
awav,  and  difcovcred  our  fituation  to  be  near  tlie  fouthern  fliore,  before 
a  fmall  opening  at  the  diftance  of  about  a  mile.  7'his  by  eompafs  bore 
s.  7  vv. ;  a  channel  that  appeared  to  ftrctch  to  the  s.k.  through  the  range 
of  iflands  to  the  fouthward  of  tliat  wc  had  navigated,  bore  s.  80  f..  and 
fecmed  tolerably  clear  of  thofe  dangers  and  impediments  with  which  wc 
had  lately  contended.  The  fouthernmofl  of  the  iflands  we  had  palFcd  at 
noon  bore  by  eompafs  n.  7  e.  at  the  diflance  of  about  a  league  ;  and  tlic 
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north-woncrninon  of  the  illots,  n.  8  vv.  dinant  about  2  loagiu-s;  alow 
point  (^r  land  forininj;  tlu*  {i)uth  point  of  an  oponinjr  on  the  continental 
llioro  N.  I  I  w.  a  liii;!!  dillant  nioiiniain  hcinjj  the  norilu'rninod  land  in 
fight  N.  ■]o  \v.  and  the  wcdrrninoll  land  on  the  f')uthcrn  (hove  s.  /^^  w. 
Biiwiiii  ih(Ti'  latter  directions  the  oceanic  horizon  fecnied  perfetlly  clear 
and  uninterrupird. 

We  now  a])pcarcd  to  have  reached  the  part  of  the  coaR  that  had 
been  vifited  and  named  by  fevcral  ol'the  traders  from  Europe  and  India. 
The  Experiment,  commanded  by  Mr.  S.  VVedirborough,  in  auguft,  1786, 
lionored  the  inlet  through  which  we  had  lately  palfed,  with  the  name  of 
"Oui-.KN  CriARi,orri,'s  Sound;"  the  opening  on  the  continental 
fhore  was  difcovered,  and  called  "  Smith's  Ini.lt,"  by  Mr.  James 
Hanna,  the  fame  jear  ;  the  high  dillant  mountain  that  appeared  to  be 
feparatcd  from  the  main  land,  formed  part  of  a  clufler  natned  by  Mr. 
Duncan  "  Calvi.rt's  Islands;"  and  the  channel  between  them  and 
the  main  land,  was  by  Mr.  Ilanna  called  "Fi  rziiuon's  Sound."  Thefe 
being  the  names  given,  as  far  as  I  could  learn,  by  the  firfl  difcoverers  of 
this  part  of  the  coall,  will  be  continued  by  me,  and  adopted  in  my 
charts  and  journal. 

Dedituie  of  any  other  authority,  our  eflimated  latitude  in  this  fitua. 
tion  was  .51"  j',  longitude  2,32"  8'.  In  the  evening  I  vifited  the  fliores 
and  found  the  oj)ening  take  a  winding  foutherly  dirc6lion,  dividing  the 
land  moU  probably  into  two  or  more  ifiands.  Weflward  of  the  opening 
a  I'andy  beach  ftreichcd  along  the  coad,  and  afl'orded  tolerabl)'  good 
fhelter,  with  anchorage  from  6  to  20  fathoms  depth  of  water.  Some 
detached  rocks  were  obferved  to  lie  at  a  little  dirtance  from  thefe  fhores. 

Having  a  fine  breeze  from  the  eallward  on  friday  morning,  we  weighed  FriJay  'o 
at  7,  and  flood  acrofs  Queen  Charlotte's  found  for  the  entrance  of 
Smith's  inlet.  The  Chadiam  being  ordered  to  lead,  at  half  })u{l  ten 
made  the  fignal  for  foundings,  at  the  depth  of  10  to  18  fathoms.  In  this 
fituation  the  ifland,  near  which  the  Chatham  had  grounded,  bore  s.  .J3  e. 
dillant  about  6  or  7  leagues  ;  and  the  labyrinth  of  rocks  that  before  had 
appeared  to  extend  along  the  continental  fliore,  now  leemcd  to  exifl  no 
further  than  a  low  fandy  point  bearing  by  compafs  e.  s.  e.  at  the  diflancc 
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of  about  2  IcagiKs,  Tlic  (hoics  of  tlu"  main  from  this  jjoint  fccmcd 
free  from  rocks,  and  podefFcd  fome  fniall  iaiuly  hays  to  the  fouth  point 
of  entrance  into  Smith's  inlet,  which  bore  by  compals  n.  i8  w.  about  a 
leagui-  dillant  ;  where  detached  rocks  were  again  leen  to  encumber  the 
(hore. 

The  weath.er,  leTs  unfavorable  to  our  purfuits  than  for  fome  time  pafl, 
permitted  our  having  a  tolerably  (h(lin6l  view  of  the  furrounding  coun- 
try. The  oj)ening  before  us,  Eitzhugh's  found,  aj)peared  to  be  extcn- 
five  in  a  northerly  diretlion.  At  noon  we  found  our  obferved  latitude  to 
be  51"  21',  longitude  2:}2°  j'.  In  this  fituation,  the  fouth  point  of 
Calvert's  illand  bore  by  eompafs  n.  29  w.  its  weflernmoft  part  in  fight 
N.  60  w.  two  elullers  of  rocks  s.  73  w.  and  n.  jo  w.  thelis  w-ere  dii'co- 
vered  by  Mr.  Ilanna,  who  named  the  former  "Virgin,"  tlic  latter 
"  Pearl  Rocks,"  both  which  being  low,  and  at  fome  difhmcc  from 
the  fltore,  are  dangeroully  fituated.  The  fouth  point  of  Smith's  inlet 
terntinating  tlie  continental  (here  in  a  north-wellwavdiy  dirertion,  bore 
by  comjiafs  s.  40  k.  from  which  the  Virgin  rocks,  about  thirteen  miles 
dillant,  licN.y^w.  and  the  I'carl  rocks  N.38\v.  dillant  about  eight 
miles. 

With  intention  of  continuing  tlic  inveRigation  of  tlie  continental  fliore 
up  Sinitli's  inlet,  the  Chatham  vvas  directed  that  wav ;  but  as  we  ad- 
vanced, the  great  number  of  rocky  idets  and  rocks,  as  well  beneatli  as 
above  the  furfacc  of  the  fea,  and  the  irregularity  of  the  foundings,  in- 
duced me  to  abandon  this  defign,  and  to  lleer  along  the  eallern  fide  of 
Calvert's  ifland,  forming  a  lleep  and  bold  (iiore,  in  quefb  of  '•  Port 
Safety,"  laid  down  in  Mr.  Duncan's  chart,  or  of  an)-  other  convenient 
anchorage  we  might  find;  and  from  thence  to  difpatch  two  parties  in 
the  boats,  one  to  profeeute  the  examination  of  the  broken  fhores  to  the 
fouth-eadward  of  us,  the  other  to  explore  the  main  branch  of  Fitz- 
hugh's  found  leading  to  the  northward.  In  confequenee  of  this  deter- 
mination, the  neceffary  fignal  was  mad-'  to  the  Chatham  for  quitting 
her  piirfuit  ;  and  we  made  all  fail  to  the  ncnthward. 

On  pafling  tliat  which  we  had  confulered  as  the  fouth  point  of  Cal- 
vert's illand,  it  proved  to  be  two  fmall  illcts  lying  near  it;  and  from  t lie 

fouthcrn- 


I  i 


ROUND    T  II  K    WO  R  L  D. 


37' 


IS 


routhcrnmnn  of  thorn.  \hc  ^'^irgi^  and  IVarl  rocks  in  aline  lie  s.  68  w.        "79'. 
the  former  elcNon.  and  llie  latter  ioiir  miles  diflant.  v,— i^^.™/ 

As  we  proeeeded  np  this  foimd,  tin-  eallern  iiiore  dill  eontinned  to  be 
mue!i  divided  bv  water ;  towards  ihc  (ea  it  was  of  moderate  heiirlit, 
tlunigh  the  interior  eountry  was  confiderably  elevated;  the  whole  was 
apparently  one  intire  fored  of  jjine  trees  prodnced  from  the  ehafins  in 
the  rugged  rocks  of  which  the  coiintrv  is  formed.  The  wedern,  or 
fliore  of  Calvert's  iflands  is  firm,  and  rofe  abruptly  from  the  fea  to  a  very 
great  lieight,  ieemingly  eompofed  of  the  fame  rocky  materials,  and  like 
the  eadern  (hore,  intirely  covered  with  pine  trees.  About  four  in  the 
afternoon  a  fmall  cove  was  difcovered  on  the  wedern  diore,  bearing  fome  Situid»yii. 
refemblance  to  Mr.  Duncan's  port  Safety,  but  didering  in  its  latitude  ac- 
cording to  our  run  fince  noon.  Ajijiearing  however  likely  to  anfwer  all  our 
purpolt\s,  we  hauled  in  for  it;  the  (bores  we  found  to  be  bold,  deep  on  ci- 
ther fide,  and  loundings  at  the  entrance  were  fiom  123  to  30  fathoms,  foft 
bottom,  ^^'c  anchored  about  fix  in  the  evening  in  17  fuhoms  on  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  cove,  as  did  the  Chatham  on  the  oppofite  dtore,  deady- 
ing  the  ved'eis  with  hawfers  to  the  trees.  My  firll  objetl  after  the  diip  was 
fecurcd,  was  to  examine  the  cove.  It  terminated  in  a  finall  beach,  near 
which  was  a  dream  of  excellent  watir  and  an  a!)un(lance  of  wood:  of 
thefe  neced'aries  we  now  recjuired  a  confiderable  fiii)|)Iy;  and  as  the  field 
of  employment  for  our  boats  w(ndd  be  extenfive,  there  was  little  doubt 
of  our  remainiu'T  here  a  fidfieiiiU  time  to  rei^lenidi  thefe  dores.  Beinjr 
tolerably  well  dieltered  in  this  cove.  I  was  wiUing  to  hope  the  Chatham 
might  with  (ecurity,  and  without  miuli  didiculty,  be  laid  on  diore  to 
examine  if  die  had  fidlained  any  damage  whild  (hiking  on  the  rocks. 

After  giving  direftions  lor  the  execution  of  thefe  ferviees,  I  ordered 
the  yawl,  launch,  and  two  cutters  belonging  to  the  Difcovery.  and  the 
Chatham's  cutter  to  be  equij)ped,  fupplied  with  a  week's  pro\  ilions.  and 
to  be  in  readinels  to  depart  early  tlie  next  morning.  I'ln'  boats  being 
j)repared  and  fuj)plied,  agreeably  to  my  widies,  we  deparlcl  aboin  fi\e 
o'clock  ;  and  having  proceeded  togethtn-  nearly  into  tlu'  middle  of  the 
found,  I  diretled  LieiUenant  Puget  and  Mr.  W'hidbey,  in  the-  Difcovery 's 
launch  and  large  cutter,  to  examine  the  coad  we  had  left    unexplored 
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to  the  fouth-eaflvvard,  from  the  termination  of"  tlie  continent  in  its  N.w. 
diretlion,  to  a  certain  point  on  the  eaflern  fliore,  M-here  Mr.  Johnflone, 
in  the  Chatham's  cutter,  attended  by  Mr.  Humphreys  in  the  Difcovery's 
fmall  cutter,  would  commence  his  inquiry.  Conceiving  the  northern 
furvey  would  be  infinitely  more  extenfive  than  that  to  the  fouth,  I  joined 
Mr.  Johnllone's  party,  in  order  to  fix  on  a  rendc/.\ous  where,  agreeably 
to  my  propoled  plan,  he  would  on  his  return  find  the  veficls,  or  they 
would  be  on  their  way  from  the  cove  to  the  place  fo  appointed. 

Our  reparation  had  fcarcely  taken  place,  when  our  foutherly  breeze 
frefliened  to  a  brifk  gale,  attended  by  a  torrent  of  rain.  The  wind 
liowever  having  favored  our  purfuit,  we  reached  the  eaflern  fhore  about 
five  miles  to  the  northwaiid  of  the  cove  where  the  fhips  rode.  It  was  low 
but  compa6l,  with  one  fmall  opening  only,  impafTable  for  our  boats  by 
breakers  extending  acrofs  it.  On  the  weflern  fide  two  confpicuous  open- 
ings had  been  obferved;  the  fouthcrnmofl  had  the  appearance  of  being  a 
very  fine  harbour ;  the  other,  about  2  leagues  further  north,  formed  a 
paffage  to  fea,  in  which  were  feveral  rocky  iflets.  About  noon  we  ar- 
rived at  the  point  where  Mr.  Johnflone's  rcfearches  were  to  commence, 
nearly  in  the  dircftion  of  north  from  the  fliips,  and  at  the  diflance  of 
about  16  miles.  From  this  point,  the  north  point  of  the  paffage  lead- 
ing to  fea,  lies  S.39W.  4  miles  diftant;  but  the  thick  rainy  weather  pre- 
vented our  feeing  any  obje6ts  that  were  to  the  northward.  Increafed 
torrents  of  rain,  and  thick  flormy  weather  from  the  s.e.  obliged  us  to 
take  fhelter  in  thefirfl  fafe  place  we  could  difcover,  which  prefented  itfelf 
in  a  fmall  cove,  about  a  mile  from  the  point  above-mentioned,  where  we 
were  very  unpleafantly  detained  until  near  noon  the  following  day ; 
when  the  wind  having  moderated,  and  the  rain  in  fome  degree  abated, 
we  refumed  our  examination  along  the  {larboard  or  continental  fhore, 
extending  from  the  above  point  about  a  league  and  a  half  in  a  north  di- 
reftion.  Here  the  inlet  divided  into  two  capacious  branches  ;  that  ap- 
pearing to  be  the  principal  one  flill  continued  its  northerly  courfe,  the 
other  ftretched  e.  n.  k.  and  was  in  general  about  a  mile  wide.  In  order 
to  profecute  the  lurvcy  of  the  continental  fiiore,  which  I  prefumed  this 
to  be,  the  latter  became  the  firfl  objetl  of  our  examination,  for  which 
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wc  quitted  ilie  former,  whofe  width  we  eftimated  at  a  league.  The  in- 
termilTion  of  the  rain  was  for  a  fliort  time  only  ;  at  three  in  the  after- 
noon, it  again  returned  with  fuch  fquallv  and  unpleafant  weather,  that 
we  were  neceffitated,  at  fix,  to  take  up  our  abode,  for  the  night,  on  a 
long  fandy  beach,  about  eight  miles  within  the  entrance  of  this  eaflern 
branch.  In  the  s.  e.  corner  of  this  beach,  was  the  largeft  brook  of 
frefli  water  we  had  yet  feen  on  the  coafl:.  It  bore  a  very  high  colour, 
and  emptied  itfelf  into  the  fea  with  confiderable  velocity.  Here  the 
mountains  which  appeared  to  be  a  continuation  of  the  fnowy  barrier 
from  mount  Stephens,  retired  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  beach,  and 
the  low  land,  occupying  the  intermediate  fpace,  produced  pine  trees 
qf  inferior  growth,  from  a  bed  of  mofs  and  decayed  vegetables  in 
the  flate  of  turf,  nearly  as  inflammable  as  the  wood  which  it  produ- 
ced, A  continuation  of  the  unpleafant  weather  confined  us  to  this 
rn"' nifortable  fpot  until  monday  afternoon;  when,  about  four,  we  ^l«n'lay!3- 
a^]-^  .  icecded  up  the  branch,  which,  from  the  beach,  took  a  direc- 
ti(  y  E.  ;  the  furthefl  point  feen  in  that  line,  was  at  the  difl:ance 

of  about  3  leagues ;  this,  after  paffing  an  extenfive  cove  on  the  (lar- 
board fide,  we  reached  about  nine  at  night.  Excepting  this  cove,  and 
that  we  had  departed  from,  none  other  was  feen,  the  fides  of  this  canal 
being  com  poled  of  compatt  fl.upendous  mountains,  and  nearly  perpen- 
dicular rocky  clifis,  producing  pine  trees  to  a  confiderable  height  above 
the  fliores,  and  then  nearly  barren  to  their  lofty  fummits,  which  were 
mofily  covered  with  fnow. 

During  tlic  night,  we  had  much  rain ;  the  next  morning  the  weather  was  Tuc(a.,y  j,.. 
cloudy,  with  fome  paffing  fnowers,  which  at  intervals  enabled  us  to  ob- 
tain a  tolerably  dillind  view  of  the  region  before  us ;  and  for  the  firft  time, 
fince  the  commencement  of  this  expedition,  it  Ihewed  the  branch  wc  were 
navigating  to  be  about  two  miles  wide,  extending  in  a  n.e.  by  e.  diredion, 
fcvcral  leagues  ahead.  I  had  been  in  continual  expeftation  of  finding  that 
the  larboard  fliore  would  prove  to  be  an  ifland,  in  which  cafe,  on  the  re- 
turn of  the  launch  and  cutter,  the  veflels  fliould  have  been  removed  to  its 
northern  extremity,  and,  by  that  means,  the  return  of  the  boats  that  were 
ftill  to  proceed,  would  be  materially  fliortened ;  but,  feeing  little  reafoii 
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*7<)2-       to  indulge  this  hope  any  longer,  I  appointed  a  rendezvous  with  Mr. 
Johnftone,  ,i  little  to  the  fouth  of  the  entrance  into  this  arm  ;  where, 
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way  thither:  and,  after  bidding  him  farewell,  returned  on  my  way  to- 
wards the  (hips. 

By  noon  wc  had  reached  the  entrance  of  this  branch  of  the  inlet, 
where,  on  a  fmall  iflet  near  its  fouth  point,  I  obferved  the  latitude  to 
be  51°  52',  making  the  ftation  at  which  I  had  parted  with  Mr.  John- 
ftone,  and  which  I  had  concluded  to  be  the  continental  fliore,  in  la- 
titude 52°  3',  longitude  232°  ig'.  This  rendezvous  was  about  37  miles 
from  the  ftation  of  the  veflels,  in  as  defolate  inhofpitable  a  country 
as  the  moft  melancholy  creature  could  be  defirous  of  inhabiting.  The 
eagle,  crow,  and  raven,  that,  occafionally,  had  borne  us  company  in 
our  lonely  refearches,  vifited  not  thefe  dreary  (liores.  The  common  fliell- 
fifh,  fuch  as  mufcles,  clams,  and  cockles,  and  the  nettle  famphire,  and 
other  coarfe  vegetables,  that  had  been  fo  highly  clfential  to  our  health 
and  maintenance  in  all  our  former  excurfionr,,  were  fcarcely  found, 
any  where  here,  to  exift :  and  the  ruins  of  one  miferable  hut,  near 
where  we  had  lodged  the  preceding  night,  was  the  only  indication  we 
faw  that  human  beings  ever  rcforted  to  the  country  before  us,  which 
appeared  to  be  devoted  intirely  to  the  amphibious  race ;  feals  and  fea- 
otters,  particularly  the  latter,  were  feen  in  great  numbers. 

Having  dined,  and  dedicated  a  fhort  interval  of  fun-ftiine  to  the  drv- 
ing  of  our  wet  clothes,  we  made  the  heft  of  our  way  towards  the  (hips  ; 
where,  about  midnight,  we  arrived,  moft  exceftively  fatigued;  the  incle- 
mency of  the  weather  having,  on  this  occafion,  been  more  feverely  felt 
than  in  any  of  our  former  expeditions. 

The  fame  very  difagreeable  weather  had  prevailed  on  board,  attended 
with  much  more  wind  than  we  had  experienced.  From  t!ie  s.w.  the 
gale  had  blown  particularly  hard,  which  caufed  our  moft  grateful  re- 
flexions for  having  providentially  reached  fo  comfortable  a  place  of 
flielter,  from  the  dangers  that  muft  neceftarily  have  awaited  our  na\i- 
gating,  in  fuch  tempeftuous  weather,  the  intricate  and  unexplored  re- 
gion we  had  fo  recently  quitted. 

Durin;,'; 


ROUND    THE    WORLD. 


375 


1792. 

Auguft. 


During  our  abfencc,  a  Cufficient  quantity  of  falmon  had  been  taken, 
for  every  pcrfon  on  board  the  xeffcl;  the  ncceffnry  fuppHes  of  wood 
and  water  were  nearly  eompleted;  but  the  rife  and  fall  of  the  tide  had 
not  been  equal  to  our  willies  for  the  purpofe  of  grounding  the  Chatham, 
without  landing  the  greater  part  of  her  (lores  and  provifions  ;  and,  as 
the  bottom  at  low  tide,  was  found  to  be  foft  mud,  unfavorable  to  fuch 
an  operation,  that  bufinefs  was  necelfarily  deferred. 

The  weather,  though  clear  at  intervals  for  a  (hort  time,  continu- 
ing very  boiflerous,  filled  our  minds  with  much  folicitude  for  the  wel- 
fare of  our  friends  in  the  boats;  particularly  thofe  detached  to  the  s.e., 
who  were  greatly  expofcd  not  only  to  its  inclemency,  but  to  the  vio- 
lence of  the  fea,  which,  from  an  uninterrupted  ocean,  broke  with  great 
fury  on  the  fouthern  fhores.  One  confolation,  however,  always  attend- 
ed my  anxious  concern  on  thele  perilous  occafions,  that,  in  the  expo- 
fure  of  my  people  to  fuch  fatiguing  and  hazardous  fervice,  I  could 
ever  depend  on  their  cheerful  and  ready  obedience  to  the  prudent  and 
judicious  dire6Hons  of  the  officers  who  were  intruded  with  the  command 
of  thefe  adventurous  expeditions. 

Whilll;  we  thus  remained  under  much  concern  for  the  fafety  of  our  Friday  17. 
detached  parties,  we  were  fuddenly  furprized  by  the  arrival  of  a  brig 
off  the  entrance  of  the  cove,  under  Englifh  colours.  A  fight  fo  uncom- 
mon, created  a  variety  of  opinions  as  to  the  caufe  that  ,vouM  induce  any 
vclfel  in  a  commercial  purfuit,  (for  fo  flie  appeared  to  be  employed)  to 
vifit  a  region  fo  defolate  and  inhofpitable.  Our  fufpenfe,  how-ever,  was 
at  an  end  on  the  return  of  Lieutenant  Baker,  who  informed  me,  fhe  was 
the  Venus  belonging  to  Bengal,  of  110  tons  burthen,  commanded  by  Mr. 
Shepherd,  laft  from  Nootka,  and  bound  on  a  trading  voyage  along  thefe 
Ihores ;  that  having  found  the  price  of  fkins  fo  exorbitant  on  the  fea- 
coafl,  he  had  been  induced  to  try  this  inland  navigation,  in  the  hope  of 
procuring  them  at  a  lefs  extravagant  price.  By  him  we  received  the  plea- 
fant  tidings  of  the  arrival  of  the  Daedalus  ftore-fhip,  laden  with  a  i'upply 
of  provifions  and  ftores  for  our  ufe;  and  he  acquainted  Mr.  L.ii^er 
that  Sen"  Quadra  was  waiting,  with  the  greateft  impatience,  to  deliver 
up  the  lettlemcnt  and  territories  at  Nootka.    But,  as  fortune  too  frequent- 
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1795-       ly  combines  dilalhous  circumflanccs  with  pratcful  intclliffCMicc,  Mr.  Shep- 

Aui'ult.        1111  ..  .  -,  r 

'  -^-  _'  herd  liad  brought  with  him  n  letter  from  Mr.  Thomas  New,  mailer  of 
the  Daedalus,  informing  me  of  a  mod  didrelhng  and  melancholy  event. 
Lieutenant  Hergcil  the  commander,  Mr.  William  Gooch  the  aflrono- 
mer,  with  one  of  the  feamen  belonging  to  the  D;udalus,  had  been  mur- 
dered bv  the  inhabitants  of  \Voah()o,  whild  on  (hore  procuring  water 
at  lliat  idand.  A  circumdancc  fo  much  to  he  deplored,  and  fo  little  to 
be  expeeled,  was  fmccrel)-  lamented  by  us  all,  and  feverely  felt  b  '  n.y- 
felf,  as  Mr.  Herged  had,  for  many  years,  been  my  mofl  intimate  friend ; 
he  was  a  mod  valuable  charaMcr  ;  and  I  had  ever  efteemed  liim  as  a  man 
not  lefs  deferving  my  refpeti  than  intitled  to  my  regard.  The  lofs  of  Mr. 
Gooch,  though  I  had  not  the  plcafure  of  his  acquaintance,  would,  un- 
avoidably, be  materially  felt  in  the  fervice  we  liad  to  execute  during 
the  cnfuing  part  of  our  voy  ige.  For  although  Mr.  Whidbcy,  with 
the  alfidance  of  fome  of  our  young  gentlemen,  relieved  me  of  confi- 
derablc  'abour,  by  attending  to  nautical  adronomy ;  yet,  for  the  purpofe 
of  expediting  this  arduous  fervice  on  which  we  were  employed,  the 
abfence  both  of  Mr.  Wiiidbey  and  myfelf  frequently  became  neced'ary, 
whilft  the  diips  remained  ftationary  for  fome  da^■s,  in  iituations  where 
many  opportunities  might  occur  of  making  various  adronomical  ob- 
fervations  on  diore.  Although  we  were  compelled  to  appropriate  fuch 
time  to  thole  purfuits  as  were  indifpenfably  requifite  to  determine  the 
pofition  of  different  points,  promontories  and  Itations,  yet  v/e  had  little 
leifure  for  making  fuch  mifcellaneous  obfervations  as  would  be  ver)'  ac- 
ceptable to  the  curious,  or  tend  to  the  improvement  of  adronomy. 

Saturday  i8.  The  wcathcr  was  lefs  difagreeable  and  boiderous  the  next  morning, 
when,  to  our  great  fatisfaftion,  the  launch  and  cutter  returned,  without 
having  met  with  any  accident,  although  infinitely  fatigued  by  the  feverity 
of  the  weather,  with  which  they  had  fo  long  contended. 

The  entrance  into  Smith's  inlet,  wai;  nearly  clofed  by  rocky  iflets, 
fome  producing  flirubs  and  fmall  trees,  others  none  ;  with  innumerable 
rocks,  as  well  beneath  as  above  the  furface  of  the  fca,  rendering  it  a 
very  intricate  and  dangerous  navigation  for  diipping.  Within  the  idcts 
and  rocks,  the  northern  fhore  appeared  t!     cleared  ;  but  the  oppofue 
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lule  could  not  be  approached  wiihout  feme  difficulty,  not  only  from 
the  nunurous  rocks,  but  Iroui  a  great  oceanic  fWell  occafioncd  by 
the  prcvailiii'T  tcmpeduous  weather.  From  the  entrance  into  the  inlet, 
whole  north  point  lies  from  its  fouth  point  N.20K.,  about  a  league 
diilant,  they  found  it  extend,  nearly  in  an  ea(l  diredio.i,  about  6 
leagues ;  here  it  took  a  turn  to  tlie  north-eaftward,  and  terminated  in 
latitude  51°  24',  '''•  gi*  2^2°  ^y'-j-  About  ,3  leagues  within  the  en- 
trance, the  rocks  i..id  ill  ceafed  to  exift,  ai  '  ■  ..  inlet  contratled  to  a 
general  width  of  about  half  a  mile ;  though,  in  particular  places,  it  was 
near  twice  that  diftance  from  fhore  to  fliore ;  both  of  which  were  form- 
ed by  high  rocky  precipices  covered  with  wood. 

About  half  way  up  the  canal  a  village  of  the  natives  was  difcovered, 
which  our  gentlemen  fuppofed  might  contain  two  hundred  or  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  perfons.  It  was  built  upon  a  detached  rock,  connetled 
to  the  main  by  a  platform,  and,  like  thofe  before  mentioned,  conftruft- 
cd  for  defence.  A  great  number  of  its  inhabitants,  in  about  thirty  ca- 
noes, vifited  our  party,  and  ufed  every  endeavour,  they  thought  likely, 
to  prevail  on  them  to  vifit  their  habitations.  They  offered  the  fkins  of 
the  fea-otter  and  other  animals  to  barter ;  and  befide  promifes  of  re- 
frefliment,  made  figns  too  unequivocal  to  be  mifunderftood,  that  the  fe- 
male part  of  their  fociety  would  be  very  happy  in  the  pleafure  of  their 
company.  Having  no  leifure  to  comply  with  thefe  repeated  folicita- 
tions,  the  civil  offers  of  the  Indians  were  declined ;  and  the  party  con- 
tinued their  route  back,  keeping  the  northern  or  continental  fhore  on 
board.  On  the  16th  they  entered  anot'"<er  opening,  about  a  league  to 
the  north  of  the  north  point  of  Smith's  inlet.  The  entrance  into  this, 
feemed  lefs  dangerous  than  the  former  ;  it  had,  however,  on  its  fouth- 
ern  fide,  many  rocky  iflets  and  rocks ;  but  they  difcovered  no  one  be- 
low the  furface  of  the  w^atcr,  nor  any  danger  that  could  not  eafily  be 
avoided;  and,  by  keeping  on  the  north  fide  of  the  entrance  which  is 
about  half  a  league  acrofs,  a  fair  navigable  palfage  was  found  aiiout  half 
a  mile  wide,  between  the  north  fiiore  and  the  rocky  iflets  that  lie  off  its 
fouthcrn  fide.  Along  this  the  continent  was  traced  about  a  league, 
in  an  eaft  direftion,  where  the  opening  took  its  courfe  x.  15  e.,  about 
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i6  miles,  and  terminated  in  latitude  51°. 42',  longitude  232°  22'.  About 
a  league  and  a  half  louth  of  this  ftation,  a  fmall  branch  extends  about 
four  miles  to  the  w.n.w.  ;  and,  half  a  league  further  fouth  another 
flretchcs  about  the  fame  didance,   to  the  n.e. 

In  this  inlet,  which  I  have  diftinguilhed  by  the  nah.^  of  Rivers's 
Canal,  the  land  continued  of  a  more  moderate  height,  further  up, 
than  had  generally  been  found  to  be  the  cafe :  but  where  it  branched 
off  in  the  above  direftions  towards  its  head,  'he  fhores  were  compofcd 
of  high  fleep  rocky  mountains,  and,  like  Smith's  inlet,  and  many  other 
canals  of  this  kind  that  we  had  examined,  afforded  no  foundings  in  the 
middle  with  80  fathoms  of  line ;  though  in  the  bays,  found  in  moll  of 
thefe  canals,  anchorage  may,  in  all  probability,  be  procured.  Having 
finally  examined  thefe  branches,  they  returned,  by  a  very  narrow 
intricate  channel,  on  the  northern  fhore,  leading  through  an  immen- 
fity  of  rocky  iflets  and  rocks,  until  they  reached  Point  Ad  den- 
brook,  and  again  arrived  on  the  eaflern  fhore  of  Fitzhugh's  found ; 
making  the  land  they  had  paffed,  in  going  up  this  laft  inlet,  on  their 
larboard  fide,  an  ifland  about  fix  or  feven  miles  long  The  continental 
fhore,  abreafl  of  this  ftation,  having  been  fo  far  afcc  ained,  their  fup- 
ply  of  provifions  being  exbaufted,  and  being  greatly  fatigued  by  the 
inclement  weather,  they  returned  on  board  without  proceeding  agreea- 
bly to  my  original  defign  to  the  northern  extremity  allotted  to  their 
examination.  The  further  labour,  however,  of  this  party,  I  deemed 
unneceffary,  having  become  perfeftly  fatisfied  as  to  the  intermediate 
fpace.  Every  thing  was  therefore  dire6led  to  be  taken  from  the  fhore, 
that  we  might  fail  in  the  morning  towards  the  rendezvous  I  had  appoint- 
ed with  Mr.  Johnftone. 

Since  my  return  from  the  laft  boat  expedition,  I  had  fortunately  ob- 
tained, during  the  few  fhort  intervals  of  fair  weather  that  had  occurred, 
fome  tolerably  good  obfervations  for  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  this 
ftation.  The  former,  by  three  meridional  altitudes  of  the  fun,  appear- 
ed to  be  51°  32',  the  latter,  232°  3' 15":  the  variation  of  the  compafs, 
17°  7'  eaftwardly.  This  cove  is  at  its  entrance,  the  points  of  which  lie 
from  each  other  n.  30  w.  and  s.  30  e.,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide; 
and  from  thence,  to  its  head,  in  a  direction  s.  68  w.,  about  a  mile.  A  fmall 
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rock  and  two  rocky  iflets  lie  off  its  north  point  of  entrance.  It  un-  .*''9'* 
doubtedly  bore  fome  refemblance  at  fird  to  Mr.  Duncan's  port  Safety  ;  v— -^^1. 
but  on  reference  to  particulars,  differed  very  materially.  Mr.  Duncan 
places  port  Safety  in  latitude  51"  41';  and  in  his  fltetch,  takes  no  notice 
of  the  above-mentioned  iflets  and  rocks.  By  him  port  Safety  is  recom- 
mended as  a  very  proper  place  for  cleaning  and  refitting  veffels  ;  and  he 
fays,  that  the  oppofite  fliore  is  not  more  than  6  or  7  miles  diftant. 
We  however  found  the  oppofite  ftiore  within  a  league  of  us  ;  and  at  the 
entrance  of  the  cove,  inllead  of  100  fathoms,  as  Hated  by  Mr,  Duncan, 
we  had  only  30  fathoms  water ;  decreafing  gradually  to  its  head,  the 
whole  a  foft  muddy  bottom,  and  confequently  very  improper  for  the 
operations  of  cleaning  or  repairing  veffels.  Notwithft:anding  this  mani- 
feft  difagrecment,  there  were  thofe  amongfl:  us,  who  having  heaid  Mr. 
Duncan's  difcourfe  on  this  fubjeft,  infilled  upon  the  certainty  of  its  be- 
ing his  port  Safety.  In  this  opinion  however,  I  could  not  concur,  for 
the  obvious  reafons  above  dated,  and  was  more  inclined  to  fuppofe 
that  the  opening  I  had  fecn  when  in  the  boats  on  this  fliore,  to  the 
fouth  of  that  which  led  to  fea,  was  Mr.  Duncan's  port  Safety,  as  that 
^orrefponded  nearer  in  point  of  latitude,  and  had  more  the  appearance  of 
a  port  than  this  fmall  cove :  it  however  is  the  firft  place  that  affords  fafe 
and  convenient  anchorage  on  the  weftern  fliore,  within  the  fouth  entrance 
into  Fitzhugh's  found,  and  proved  a  comfortable  retreat  to  us  from  the 
dangerous  fituations  to  which  we  had  fo  recently  been  expofed.  Hence 
I  have  diftinguiflied  it  by  the  name  of  Safety  Cove;  and  have  only 
further  to  add,  that  the  rife  and  fall  of  the  tide  was  about  ten  feet,  and 
that  it  is  high  water  at  the  time  the  moon  paffes  the  meridian.  The  fame 
circumftances  refpefting  the  tides  were  obferved  by  thofe  employed  in 
the  boat  excurfions  from  this  ftation. 

In  the  morning  of  the  19th,  we  failed  out  of  Safety  cove,  having,  Sunday  tc). 
for  the  firff  time  fince  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  month,  a  plea- 
fant  breeze  from  the  s.e.  with  lerene  and  cheerful  weather.  About 
eleven  o'clock  we  had  the  gratification  of  being  joined  by  our  other 
boat  party ;  and  from  Mr,  Johnftone  I  learned,  that  about  4  miles  to 
the  N.  E.  of  the  fpot  where  I  had  quitted  them,  they  jiurfued  a  narrow 
branch  of  the  inlet  winding  to  the  fouth  and  fouth-weflward,  \o  the  la- 
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titudc  of  /31"  57',  due  fouth  of  tho  place  of  our  feparation.  TIic  incle- 
mency of  the  weather  detained  them  in  this  lituation  mail  tlic  16th, 
^vhen  they  purliied  the  main  branch  of  the  inlet,  which  is  from  one  to  two 
miles  broad,  in  a  north-eaderly  direftion,  to  a  point  which  I  called  by  the 
name  of  Point  Menzies,  after  Mr.  Menzies  who  had  accompanied 
me,  and  afterwards  Mr.  Johnllone,  in  this  cxcurfion  ;  here  the  inlet  di- 
vides into  three  branches,  each  nearly  as  wide  as  that  ijjey  had  navi- 
gated. The  firft  led  to  the  n'.w.  the  fecond  to  the  northward,  and  the 
other  to  the  iouth.  Several  leagues  to  the  s.w.  of  point  Menzies,  the 
water  had  adumed  a  pale  white  colour,  and  was  not  very  fait,  whicii  had 
encouraged  them  to  pufh  forward  in  confhint  cxpeftation  of  finding  its 
termination ;  but  on  reaching  the  above  (tation,  all  hopes  intirely  va- 
nifhed  of  carrying  their  refearches  further  into  execution,  having  ex- 
tended their  excurlion  beyond  the  time  I  had  prefcribed,  and  the  period 
for  which  they  had  been  fui^plicd  with  provifions.  Thele  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  17th,  being  nearlv  expended,  Mr.  Johnllone  confidered  it 
mofl  prudent  to  decline  any  further  invcHigation,  and  to  return  to  the 
fhips.  Thcfe  they  reached  two  days  afterwards,  almofl;  exhaufted  with 
hunger  and  fatigue. 

The  country  thev  had  vifited  diflFercd  in  no  one  refpefl  from  the  ge- 
neral appearance  we  had  long  been  accuftomed  to,  nor  did  any  thing 
occur  to  vary  the  continual  famenefs,  or  chequer  the  dreary  melancholy 
fcene  before  them,  if  we  except  their  finding  near  the  conclufion  of 
their  examination,  a  canoe  about  forty  feet  long,  hauled  up  by  the  fide 
of  a  miferable  hut,  near  which  was  the  remains  of  a  fire  ftill  burning; 
indicating  the  vicinity  of  fome  human  beings,  for  whom  they  left  in  the 
canoe  fome  copper,  nails,  and  other  trifles  ;  thefe  on  their  return  were 
found  in  the  fame  (late,  without  any  appearance  of  the  canoe  or  hut 
having  been  vifited  in  their  abfence ;  but  concluding  the  natives  could 
not  be  far  removed,  they  added  a  few  more  articles  to  their  former  do- 
nation. Ihe  foil  in  this  place  was  principally  compofcd  of  roots,  leaves, 
and  other  decayed  vegetable  matter,  and  the  fire  that  had  been  kindled, 
liad  caught  this  fubftance,  and  made  confiderable  progrefs  on  the 
furface. 

Had 
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Had  Mr.  Joluillone  fouiul  a  termination  to  the  inlet  under  liis  exami- 
nation, I  lliould  have  proeeeded  up  the  main  arm  of  this   found   to  the 
northward  along  the  Ihorc  of  the  eontinent,  in  quell   of  a  more  north- 
erly ])affage  to  fc-a ;  hut  as   that  had    not  heen  effe^led,  I   purfued   tliat 
whieh  I  had  fecn  from  the  hoats  leading  to  the  wellward  through  Calvert's 
illands  ;  being  now  rcfolved,  in  conlequcnce  of  the  intelligence  I  hud 
received  from  Nootka,  to  abandon   the   northern  furvey  of  the  conti- 
nental fhore  for  the  prefcnt  feafon.     This   I  had  otherwile  intended  to 
have  continued  at  leafl  a  month  longer ;  but  as  the  dillrelhng  event  of 
Mr.  Hergell's  death  necclTarily  demanded  my  prefence  in  the  execution 
of  His  Majefty's  commands  at   Nootka,  I  determined  to  repair  thither 
immediately.     This  determination   favored  alio   another  defign  I  much 
widief'.  to  execute,  namely,   that  of  extending  the  examination  of  the 
coafl;  this  autumn,  fouthward  from  cape   Mendocino,  to  the  fouthern- 
mod  point  of  our  intended  invefligations  in  this  hcmiiphere.     Having 
the  greateft  reafon  to  be  fatisHcd  with  the  refult  of  our  fummer's  employ- 
ment, as  it  had  by  the  concurrence;  of  the  moft  fortunate  circumllances 
enabled  us  finally  to  trace  and  determine  the  weftern  continental  Ihore  of 
North  America,  with  all  its  various  turnings,  windings,  numerous  arms, 
inlets,  creeks,  liays,  &c.  &c.  from  the  latitude  of  39°  5',  longitude  236" 
36',  to  point  Menzies,  in  latitude  52"  18',  longitude  232°  55';  we  took 
our  leave  of  thefe  northern  folitary  regions,  whofe  broken  appearand' 
prefentcd  a   profpe^t  of  abundant  employment  for  the  cnfuing  feafon, 
and  dire6ted  our  route  through  the  palfage  abo\e-mentioncd,  in  order  to 
make  the  bed  of  our  way  towards  Nootka. 
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CIIAl'TER     X. 


PaJJ'age  from  Filzhug/i's  found  to  Nootka — Arrival  in  Friendly  Cove — 
TranfaSlionji  there,  particularly  thofe  rcfpeEling  the  cejfwn  of  Noolka — 
ReniiirL  on  the  commerce  of  North-wejt  America — Agronomical  obfcrva- 
tions. 


Augull. 


I! 


Sunday  ig. 


ri  AVING  on  the  19th  direfted  our  courfe  towards  a  pafTage,  wliich 
appeared  to  lead  to  the  ocean  as  dated  in  the  lad  chapter,  its  n.e.  point 
of  entrance  was  found  to  be  fituatcd  in  latitude  51"  45',  longitude  232°  1'; 
fouth  of  this  point  lies  a  funken  rock,  which  though  near  the  {hore  is 
dangerous,  being  vifible  at  low  tide  only  by  the  furf  that  breaks  upon  it. 
In  turning  into  the  channel  we  mud  have  padded  twice  very  near  it, 
but  did  not  difcover  it  until  we  were  fome  didance  beyond  it :  and  had 
not  light  bafding  winds  retarded  our  progrefs,  it  would  have  efcaped 
our  notice.  From  the  point  above-mentioned  the  padage  extends  s.  60  w. 
about  7  miles ;  its  northern  diore  is  compofed  of  rocky  idets  and  rocks, 
with  fome  fcattered  rocks  lying  od"  its  fouthern  fhore :  between  thefe 
and  the  rocky  idets  is  the  padage,  generally  from  one  to  two  miles  wide, 
without  any  apj)arent  obdruftion,  yet  it  is  rendered  unpleafant  by  the 
want  of  foundings,  as  within  t^o  and  100  yards  of  the  diore,  on  either 
fide,  no  bottom  could  be  obtained,  with  150  fathoms  of  line.  In  this 
vcrv  difagreeable  fituation  we  were  detained  by  feint  undeady  \vinds 
until  eleven  at  night,  when,  by  the  adidance  of  a  light  breeze  from  the 
s.E.  we  reached  the  ocean,  and  dood  to  the  fouth-wedward. 

Monday  10.  I'he  ncxt  morning  was  very  unpleafant;  frefh  fqualls  from  the  s.f.., 
attended  with  thick  rainy  weather,  continued  until  noon  the  following 

Tucfday  2»,    day,  when  it  cleared  up,  and  we  faw   Scot's  idands,  bearing  s.  22  k., 
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nboiit  7  leagiirs  difhint.  The  wind  during  the  day  was  light  and  varia- 
ble, rliougli  aitcndcd  with  fair  wcailicr ;  in  the  evening  it  fecmcd  fixed 
at  S.S.W.;  when,  not  being  al»lc  to  pals  to  windward  of  Scot's  iflands, 
our  courfe  was  dire^led  to  the  north  of  them,  towards  cape  Scot,  having 
foundings  and  a  foft  muddy  bottom  at  the  depth  of  80  and  90  fathoms,  un- 
til about  nine  in  the  evening,  when  the  water  fuddenly  flioalcd  from  60  to 

17  fathoms,  and  the  bottom  became  rocky.  On  this  we  inflantly  ftood 
back  to  the  weflward,  left  we  fhould  ap|  roach  'bme  danger,  but  we  did 
not  perceive  either  breakers  or  fhoals,  aith'tugh  ihe  night  was  flill  and 
clear.     Thefc  foundings  were  from  the  weLer-  moft  of  Scot's  iilands  n. 

18  E.  about  5  Icagces  ;  from  this  circumftance,  and  from  the  diftant 
rocks  and  fhoals  we  faw  extending  from  the  fhores  of  Calvert's  iflands. 
it  is  highly  neccffary  that  the  Ipacc  between  Calvert's  ai.u  Scot's  , viands 
(hould  be  navigated  with  great  caution. 

We  were  detained  about  Scot's  iflands  by  light  variable  wiads  until 
the  24th;  when  we  pafTed  to  the  fouth  of  them,  and  coininued  to  the  'Viday24. 
eaflward  along  their  fouthern  fhores. 

The  wcllernmofl  of  them  is  fituated  in  latitude  50°  52',  longitude 
231°  2'.  The  group  confifts  of  three  fmall  and  almofl  barren  iflands, 
with  many  fmall  rocks  and  breakers  about  them.  Weft  from  the  weftern- 
mofl  of  them,  a  ledge  of  rocks  extends  about  two  mil  s,  and  fouth  of 
it  is  another  about  a  league  diflant.  The  eaflernmofl  of  Scot's  iflands 
being  much  larger  than  the  reft,  may  probably  be  the  fame  to  which 
Mr.  Hanna  gave  the  name  of  "  Cox's  llland  ;"  by  other?  of  the  tra- 
ders it  has  been  rcprefentcd  as  a  part  of  the  main  ;  this  is  certainly 
wrong,  and  as  Mr.  Hanna's  chart  is  very  .  rf^neous,  even  in  point  of 
latitude,  no  certain  conclufion  can  be  drawi  . 

The  wind,  which  was  from  the  weftward,  was  fo  light,  that  it  was  not 
until  the  forenoon  of  the  25th  thatwc  pj^flbd  the  n.w.  point  of  the  large  Saturday  25. 
ifland,  which  forms  the  fouth  and  weftei  a  fhores  of  the  gulph  of  Georgia 
and  Ouecn  Charlotte's  found.  I'his  point  (called  ly  former  vifitors 
"  Cape  Scott,")  is  fituated  in  latitude  50°  48',  longitude  231°  40',  and  with 
the  eafternmofl  of  Scot's  iflands,  forms  a  pafTage  which  appears  to  be 
about  four  miles  wide.     About  cape  Scot  die  land  is  compoled  of  hills  of 
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moderate  height,  though  to  the  fouth-eaflward  It  foon  becomes  very 
mountainous,  and  at  thechllance  of  3  or  4  leagues  appeared  to  be  much 
broken  and  to  form  many  inlets,  coves,  and  harbours,  all  the  way  to 
Woody  point,  which  we  pafl'cd  in  the  afternoon  within  the  didance  of 


about  2  miles 


it  is  fituated  in  latitude  50'' 
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from  it  lies  a  fmall  rocky  ifle'  about  half  a  league  dilhuu,  and  another 
larger  one  lying  n.  28  w.  about  a  league  from  the  north  part  of  the 
point,  which  is  an  extenfive  and  projecting  promontory. 

From  Woody  point  as  we  failed  along  the  fhore  to  the  eallward,  we 
law  feveral  openings  in  the  land,  which  was  about  three  or  four  miles 
from  us,  that  appeared  like  coves  and  harbours.  Innumerable  rocky 
iflets  and  rocks  lined  the  fhores,  which  as  we  advanced  became  low,  but 
the  country  behind  fwelled  into  hills  of  confiderable  height  divided  by 
many  valleys  ;  beyond  thefe  it  rofe  to  mountains  fo  elevated,  that  at  this 
feafon  of  the  year  many  patches  of  fnow  were  yet  undiflolved. 

As  I  intended  to  afcertain  the  outline  of  the  coalt  from  hence  down 
to  Nootka;  at  dark  we  brought  to,  about  6  leagues  to  the  eaftward  of 
Woody  point,  in  expe6lation  of  accomplidiing  this  defign  the  following 
day,  but  in  this  I  was  difappointed  ;  the  n.w.  wind  was  fucceeded  by 
Tucfday  28.  light  winds,  which  continued  until  the  afternoon  of  the  28th,  and  pre- 
vented in  the  prefent  inflance  my  acquiring  fuch  authority  as  I  deemed 
neceflary  for  delineating  this  part  of  the  coaft. 

Foggy  weather  during  the  forenoon  precluded  us  the  advantage  of 
fleering  for  Nootka  with  the  favorable  wind  that  prevailed  from  the 
N.w.,  but  on  its  clearing  away  about  two  we  fteered  for  that  port.  On 
reaching  its  entrance  we  were  vifited  by  a  Spanifh  oflRcer,  who  brought 
a  pilot  to  conduft  the  veffel  to  anchorage  in  Friendly  cove,  where  wo 
found  riding  his  Catholic  Majefly's  brig  the  A6live,  bearing  the  broad 
pendant  of  Sen'  Don  Juan  Francifco  de  la  Bodega  y  Quadra,  comman- 
dant of  the  marine  eftablifhment  of  St.  Bias  and  California. 

The  Chatham,  by  the  partial  clearing  of  the  fog,  had  found  her  way 
in  fome  time  before  us  :  the  Daedalus  {lore  (hip,  and  a  fmall  merchant 
brig  called  the  Three  Brothers  of  London,  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Aldi  r  of  the  navy,  were  alio  there  at  anchor. 
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As  Sen'-  Quadra  rcfided  on  fhore,  I  fcnt  Mr.  Puget  to  acquaint  him 
with  our  arrival,  and  to  fay,  that  I  would  falute  the  Spanifh  flag,  if  he 
would  return  an  equal  number  of  guns.  On  receiving  a  very  polite 
anfwer  in  the  affirmative,  we  faluted  with  thirteen  guns,  which  were  re- 
turned, and  on  my  going  on  fhore  accompanied  by  fome  of  the  officers, 
we  had  the  honor  of  being  received  with  the  greatefl  cordiality  and  at- 
tention from  the  commandant,  who  informed  me  he  would  return  our 
vifit  the  next  morning. 

Agreeably  to  his  engagement,  Sen'-  Quadra  with  feveral  of  his  officers 
came  on  board  the  Difcovery,  where  they  breakfalled,  and  were  faluted  with  Wcdncf,  ■:(;. 
thirteen  guns  on  their  arrival  and  departure  :  the  day  was  afterwards  fpent 
in  ceremonious  offices  of  civility,  with  much  harmony  and  feftivity.  As 
many  officers  as  could  be  fpared  from  the  veflels  with  myfelf  dined  with 
Sen'-  Quadra,  and  were  gratified  with  a  repafl:  we  had  lately  been  little 
accuflomed  to,  or  had  the  mod  diftant  idea  of  meeting  with  at  this  place. 
A  dinner  of  five  courfes,  confifl;ing  of  a  fuperfluity  of  the  befl  provi- 
fions,  was  ferved  with  great  elegance  ;  a  royal  falute  was  fired  on  drink- 
ing health  to  the  fovereigns  of  England  and  Spain,  and  a  falute  of 
feventeen  guns  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  fervice  in  which  the  Difcovery 
and  Chatham  were  engaged. 

Maquinna,  who  was  prefcnt  on  this  occafion,  had  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, from  being  unknown  to  us,  been  prevented  coming  on  board  the 
Difcovery  by  the  centinels  and  the  officer  on  deck,  as  there  was  not  in  his 
appearance  the  fmallell  indication  of  his  fuperior  rank.  Of  this  indignity 
he  had  complained  in  a  mofl  angry  manner  to  Sen'-  Quadra,  who  very 
obligingly  found  means  to  footh  him ;  and  after  receiving  fome  prefents  of 
blue  cloth,  copper,  &c.  at  breakfafl  time  he  appeared  to  be  fatisfied  of 
our  friendly  intentions  :  but  no  fooner  had  he  drank  a  few  glafles  of  wine, 
than  he  renewed  the  fubjeft,  regretted  the  Spaniards  were  about  to  quit 
the  place,  and  affertcd  that  we  fliould  prefently  give  it  up  to  fome 
other  nation ;  by  which  means  himfelf  and  his  people  would  be  con- 
flantly  diflurbed  and  harralfed  by  new  maflers.  Sen'-  Quadra  took  much 
pains  to  explain  that  it  was  our  ignorance  of  his  perfon  which  had  oc- 
cafioned  the  miftake,  and  that  himfelf  and  fubjefts  would  be  as  kindly 
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treated  by  the  Englifli,  as  they  had  been  by  the  Spaniards,  He  fcemed 
at  length  eonvinced  by  Sen'  Quadra's  arguments,  and  became  recon- 
ciled by  his  afllirances  that  his  fears  were  groundlels.  On  this  occafioii 
I  could  not  help  obferving  with  a  mixture  of"  fiirprize  and  pleafure,  l:o\v 
much  the  S])aniards  had  (licceeded  in  gaining  the  good  opinion  and 
confidence  of  thefe  people  ;  together  with  the  very  orderly  behaviour, 
fo  confpicuoufly  evident  in  their  conduQ  towards  the  Spaniards  on  all 
occafions. 

The  tents,  obfervatory,  chronometer,  inftruments,  &c.  were  fent  on 
Thurfdayao.  fliorc  the  following  day,  and  all  hands  were  bufdy  employed  on  the  fe- 
veral  neccffary  duties  of  the  fliip,  fuch  as  caulking,  overhauling  the  rig- 
ging and  fails,  cleaning  the  hold  and  bread  room  for  the  reception  of 
ftores  and  provifions.  The  boats,  in  confequence  of  the  fervices  they 
had  performed  during  the  funimer,  were  in  want  of  much  repair,  and 
were  hauled  on  (liore  for  that  purpofe. 

From  the  unfortunate  death  of  Lieutenant  Richard  Hergeft,  late  agent 
to  the  Daedalus,  I  confidered  it  expc  dlcnt  that  an  officer  fliould  L/e  appointed 
to  that  ftorefliip,  and  I  therefore  nominated  Lieutenant  James  Hanfon  of 
the  Chatham  to  that  office ;  Mr.  James  Johnftone,  mafler  of  the  Chat- 
ham, I  appointed  to  the  vacant  litutenancy  :  and  Mr.  Spelman  Swaine, 
one  of  my  mates,  ^o  be  mafter  in  the  Chatham. 

In  the  forenoon  I  received  an  oHicial  letter  from  Sen''  Quadra  refpcft- 
ing  the  reflitution  of  this  place,  \\-\ih  feveral  copies  of  a  correfpondence 
refulting  from  the  inquiries  he  had  made  during  his  rcfidcnce  here,  re- 
fpcfUng  the  Englilh  cltabliilimenls  on  this  coaft,  at  the  time  the  Britifh 
velfels  were  captured,  and  the  Spaniards  effetled  an  eftablilhment  at 
Noolka.  On  this  occafion  I  confuiered  mylelf  very  fortunate  in  finding 
a  young  gcndeman,  (Mr.  Dobfoii.)  on  board  the  flore-fliip,  who  fpoke 
and  tranllated  the  Spanilh  language  \ery  accurately,  and  who  politely 
offered  me  his  ferviccs. 

The  Chatham  was  hauicvd  on  fhorc  the  next  day  to  examine  her  bot- 
tom, and  to  repair  the  damage  (he  had  fufiained  by  getting  a-ground. 
Apart  of  the  gripe,  a  piece  of  the  fore-foot,  with  part  of  the  main,  and 
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falfe  keels,  were  broken  off,  and  Come  of  the  copper  was  torn  away  in    g/l'^'i', 
different  places.  v__.^^__i; 

Sen"-  Galiano  and  Valdcs  arrived  the  following  day  from  the  gulph  of  Saturdiy  i. 
Georgia;  they  had  purfucd  a  roi  t-2  through  Queen  Charlotte's  found  to 
the  fouthward  of  that  which  wc  had  navigated,  and  obligingly  favored 
me  with  a  copy  of  their  furvcy  of  it. 

Mr.  Dobfou  having  tranflatcd  Sen'-  Quadra's  letter  and  the  documents 
accompanying  it,  it  appeared  that  Sen'  Quadra  had,  after  his  arrival  at 
Nootka  in  april,  1792,  commidioned  all  the  vefTcls  under  his  c(5inmand 
to  inlpecl  the  coad  ;  in  order  that  the  proper  limits  to  be  propofed  in  the 
rellitution  of  thcfe  territories  might  be  afcertained,  and  that  the  leveral 
commanders  might  inform  thcmfflves  of  all  the  matters  and  circum- 
ftances  tliat  preceded  the  capture  of  the  Argonaut  and  Princefs  Royal 
merchantmen  in  the  year  1789. 

Sen'Oiiadra  Hated,  that  the  court  of  Spain  had  expended  large  fums 
in  fullaining  the  department  of  St.  Bias,  with  the  fole  view  of  its  being 
an  auxiliary  to  other  edablifhments  which  wtne  then  in  contemplation  of 
being  formed.  That  Nootka  was  feen  in  the  year  1774,  and  in  1775 
polfellion  was  taken  2°  to  the  fouth,  and  6"  to  the  north  of  it ;  and  as  in 
this  fpace  Don  Eftevan  Jofl-ph  Martinez  found  no  kind  of  eflablifliment 
whatever,  that  therefore  no  one  lliould  take  it  ill  tliat  he  (Martinez) 
Ihould  difpute  his  prior  right  to  t!ie  port.  Under  the  orders  of  the  vice- 
roy of  New  Spain,  Maitinez  entered  Noolka,  and  took  polfeirion  the 
5th  of  may,  1789,  with  viiible  demon  (b-ations  of  joy  in  the  Indians  ;  and 
afterwards  fortified  the  place,  without  any  objcHion  being  made  on  the 
part  of  a  Portuguefe  commander  of  a  trading  brig  called  the  Ephigenia, 
then  in  the  cove.  On  the  arrival  of  the  Columbia  and  ^Vafllington 
American  veffels,  he  examined  their  papers  and  palfports,  as  he  had  be- 
fore done  thofe  of  the  Portuguefe;  and  difapproving  feme  exprclfions 
contained  in  thofe  of  the  Columbia,  fhe  was  detained  imtil  an  explanation 
took  place,  when  flie  was  releafed.  The  fLnglilh  fehooner  North  Weft 
America,  and  floop  Princefs  Royal,  arrived  foon  afterwards,  and  were 
permitted  to  depart  afier  receiving  the  mofl  friendly  attention.  Captain 
(.•ohietf.  commanding  the  Englifh  veflel  Argonaut,  frarivi.   to  enter,  the 
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•  Meaning 
an  cftablifh- 
men'.  they 
had  in  the 
entrance  of 
De  Fuca's 
ilraits. 


Spaniards  vifited  him  and  his  fears  vanlfhed ;  but  as  Captain  Colnett  did 
not  confine  his  views  to  the  commerce  of  the  country,  but  wifhed  to 
fortify  himfelf,  and  to  cRabhfh  an  Englifii  faftory,  Martinez  arreflcd 
him,  and  fcnt  him  to  St.  Bias.  The  Hke  conduft  was  obferved  towards 
Thomas  Hudfon,  who  commanded  the  Princcfs  Royal,  on  his  return  to 
Nootka.     The  veflels  of  both  were  detained. 

This  was  the  real  fiiuation  of  things,  fays  Sen'-  Quadra,  who  offers  to 
demonflrate  in  the  mofl  unequivocal  manner  that  the  injuries,  prejudices, 
and  ufurpations,  as  reprefented  by  Captain  Meares,  were  chimerical  :  that 
Martinez  had  no  orders  to  make  prize  of  any  veflels,  nor  did  he  break 
the  treaty  of  pep'^e,  or  violate  the  laws  of  hofpitality  :  that  the  natives 
will  affirm,  and  that  the  documents  accompanying  his  letter  will  prove, 
that  Mr.  Meares  had  no  other  habitation  on  the  fliores  of  Nootka  than 
a  fmall  hut,  which  he  abandoned  when  he  left  the  place,  and  which  did 
not  exift  on  the  arrival  of  Martinez :  that  he  bought  no  land  of  the  chiefs 
of  the  adjacent  villages;  that  the  Ephigenia  did  not  belong  to  the  Eng- 
Hfli ;  that  Martinez  did  not  take  or  detain  the  leafl;  part  of  her  cargo ; 
and  that  Mr.  Colnett  w^as  treated  with  the  greatefl  diflinftion  at  St.  Bias, 
and  his  officers  and  crew  received  the  wages  of  the  Spanifh  navy  for  the 
time  of  their  detention  :  that  the  veffel  and  cirgo  were  reflored,  and 
that  Mr.  Colnett  obtained  a  great  number  of  fkins  on  his  return  to 
Nootka. 

Thefe  circumftances  duly  confidered,  adds  Sen'  Quadra,  it  is  evident 
that  Spain  has  nothing  to  deliver  up,  nor  damage  to  make  good  ;  but  that 
as  he  was  defirous  of  removing  every  obflacle  to  the  eflablifhment  of  a  fblid 
and  permanent  peace,  he  was  ready,  without  prejudice  to  the  legitimate 
ricrht  of  Spain,  to  cede  to  England  the  houfes,  offices,  and  gardens,  Miat 
had  with  fo  much  labour  been  erected  and  cultivated,  and  that  himfelf 
would  retire  to  Fuca  *  :  obfcrving  at  the  fame  time,  that  Nootka  ought  to 
be  the  iafl  or  mofl  northwardly  Spanifli  fettlement,  that  there  the  dividing 
point  fhould  be  fixed,  and  that  from  thence  to  the  northward  fhould  be 
free  for  entrance,  ufe  and  commerce  to  both  parties,  conformably  with  the 
fifth  article  of  the  convention ;  that  eftablifhments  fhould  not  be  formed 

without 
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without  permiffion  of  the  refpeftive  courts,  and  that  the  Enghfh  fhoukl 
not  pafs  to  the  fouth  of  Fuca. 

After  enumerating  thefe  particulars,  Sen'-  Quadra  concludes  his  letter 
by  cxpreffing,  That  if  I  fliould  find  any  difficulty  in  reconciling  what  he 
had  propofed,  or  if  I  fhould  have  any  other  honorable  medium  to  offer 
that  might  be  the  means  of  terminating  this  negociation,  and  fccure 
the  defired  peace,  he  begged  I  would  communicate  it  to  him. 

The  documents  accompanying  this  letter  were  copies  of  a  correfpon- 
dence  between  Sen'-  Quadra  and  Don  Francifco  Jofeph  De  Viana,  the 
commander  of  the  Ephigenia  ;  Mr.  Robert  Gray  and  Mr.  Jofeph  In- 
graham,  commanders  of  the  Columbia  and  Waihington  ;  from  all  of  whom 
Sen'-  Quadra  appears  to  have  folicited  every  information  refpefcling  the 
tranfaftions  at  Nootka,  prcvioufly  to  his  arrival,  and  the  reafons  which 
induced  Mr.  Meares  to  reprcfcnt  things  to  the  prejudice  of  Don  Eftevan 
Jofeph  Martinez.  Hie  Portuguefe  captain  briefly  fcts  forth,  that  his  vellel 
was  fcized,  and  that  he  was  made  prifoner  by  Don  Martinez  ;  during 
his  captivity  he  was  very  well  treated,  and  on  his  being  liberated  his 
vcffel  and  cargo  were  completely  rcflored,  and  he  was  furnilhed  with 
whatever  provifions  and  fupplies  he  required.  He  ai(b  flalcs,  that 
when  Don  Martinez  entered  Nootka,  there  was  not  the  lead  remains 
of  a  houfe  .belonging  to  the  Englifh. 

Sen'.  Quadra  had  addreffed  Mr.  Gray  and  Mr.  Ingraham  jointly,  and 
confequently  they  both  replied  to  him  in  the  fame  way.  Thefe  gentle- 
men flate,  that  on  the  arrival  of  Don  Eftevan  Jofeph  Martinez,  iu 
Friendly  cove,  the  5th  of  may,  1789,  he  found  there  the  Ephigenia 
only ;  the  Columbia  being  at  that  time  6  miles  up  the  found  at  Mah- 
winna;  the  Wafhington  and  North-Weft  America  being  then  on  a 
cruize.  Martinez  demanded  the  papers  of  each  velTel,  and  their  reafons 
why  they  were  at  anchor  in  Nootka  found,  alledging,  that  it  belonged 
to  his  Catholic  Majefty.  Captain  Viana,  of  the  Portuguefe  veffcl,  an- 
fwered,  that  he  had  put  in  there  in  diftrefs  to  wait  the  arrival  of  Captain 
Meares  from  Macao,  who  was  daily  expefted  with  fupplies,  and  that  on 
his  receiving  them  he  ftiould  depart ;  that  Captain  Meares  had  failed  from 
Nootka  in  1788,   under  the  colours  of  Portugal,    had  a  Portuguefe 
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'79^-       captain  with  him  on  board,  and  was  cxpcftcd  to  return  with  him  in 

ot.  |)iL'ini)Lr(  ' 

the  (anic  mH'cI,  which  with  the  Kphigcnia  belonged  to  a  merchant  at 
Macao.  The  Kphigcnia  wanting  provifions  and  (lores,  the  fame  were 
hipphed  by  Martinez,  wholeeming  liitisfied  with  the  anlwcrs  whicii  he  had 
received  IVoni  the  leveral  conunanders,  not  the  Icail  milunderlhtnding 
was  iLifpetled.  On  the-  loili  of  may  arrived  the  Carlos  SiJanifh  Ihip, 
Captain  Arro,  and  on  the  Ibllowing  day  Martinez  captured  the  Kphigc- 
nia, and  his  real'on  alfigned  lor  fo  doing,  as  thefegeniUmen  underjlood,  was, 
that  in  the  Portuguelc  indrutlions,  they  (the  Portugucle)  were  ordered 
to  capture  any  Knglilh,  Spanilh,  or  Ruflian  vcHel  they  might  meet  on 
th.e  N.\\\  coall  of"  America,  and  could  take.  This  was  afterwards  liiid 
to  have  been  a  millakc,  originating  in  a  want  of  due  knowledge  in  read- 
ing the  Portuguelc  language.  The  velfel  and  cargo  were  liberated,  and 
Martinez  fupplicd  the  Kphigenia's  wants  from  the  Princid'a,  enabling 
her,  by  lo  doing,  to  prolecute  her  voyage  without  waiting  for  the  re- 
turn of  Mr.  Meares.  '1  hey  then  proceeded  to  (late  that,  on  the  arri\al 
of  the  Columbia  in  the  )'ear  1788,  there  was  a  houfc,  or  ratlicr  a  liut, 
made  by  the  Indians,  conlifling  of  rough  j)olls  co\ered  with  boards  ; 
this  was  pulled  down  the  fame  \  ear,  the  boards  were  taken  on  board  the 
Ephigenia,  and  the  roof  was  giwn  to  Captain  Keudiick,  fo  that  on  the 
arrival  of  Martinez  in  may,  ijiSc),  there  was  no  xelbge  of  any  houfe 
remaining.  That  Mr.  Meares  had  no  houfe,  and  as  to  land,  they  had 
never  lieard,  although  they  had  remained  nif.c  nioiulis  amongll.  the  na- 
tives, that  he  had  ever  purchafed  any  in  Nootka  fomul.  From  Maqui)i- 
7Ul  and  otlier  chiefs  they  had  luidcrflood,  iliat  Mr.  Keiidrick  was  the 
only  pcrfon  to  wliom  they  had  ever  fold  any  land. 

The  North- Wcfl  America  is  dated  by  thefe  genlleuicn  to  have  arrived 
the  8th  of  June,  and  that  on  the  following  day  the  Spaniards  took  j)of- 
felhon  of  her  ;  ten  days  afterwards  came  the  Princefs  Royal,  command- 
ed by  Mr.  Iludfon  from  Macao,  who  brought  tlie  news  of  the  failure 
of  the  merchant  at  Macao,  to  whom  the  Ephigenia  and  other  veflels  be- 
longed. That  Martinez  alligned  this  as  a  reafon  for  his  capturing  the 
Xorth-Wefi  America,  (although  fhe  was  leized  before  the  arrival  of  tiie 
i'rincefs  Roval)  that  he  had  detained  her  as  an  indemnification  for  the 
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bills  ofexcliani^o,  drawn  (ki  her  owner  in  favor  of  His  Catholic  Majcfty. 
Tliat  Captain  Hurlfon,  after  liavini;  Inen  treated  with  the  kinded  atten- 
tion by  the  comniotlorc  and  his  ollicers,  failed  wiih  the  Princ{-fs  Royal 
from  Nooika  the  2d  of  July ;  and  that  the  fame  evening  arrived  the 
Argonaut,  Captain  Colnett. 

Mr.  Gray  and  Mr.  Ingraham  flate  alfo,  that  they  heard  Mr,  Cclneti 
inform  Don  Martinez  that  he  had  come  to  hoifl  the  Britilh  flag,  and  to 
take  formal  podiLlIion  of  Nootka  ;  and  that,  in  conjunftion  with  Mr. 
Meares  and  l()me  other  Englidi  gentlemen  at  Macao,  he  had  concluded 
to  cretl  a  fort,  and  fettle  a  colony.  To  this  th'^  Spanifli  commodore 
replied,  That  he  had  taken  poflefnon  already  in  the  name  of  His  Catho- 
lic Majefty.  Captain  Coli'iCtt  then  afkcd,  if  he  fhould  be  prevented  from 
building  a  houfc  in  the  port  ?  the  commodore  replied,  That  he  was  at 
liberty  to  ere61;  a  tent,  to  wood  and  to  water,  after  which  he  would  be 
at  liberty  to  depart  when  he  pleafed.  Captain  Colnett  faid  that  was  not 
what  he  wanted,  that  his  objctl  was  to  build  a  block-houfe,  ereCl  a  fort, 
and  fettle  a  colony  for  the  crown  of  Great-Britain.  To  this  Don  Martinez 
anfwcred,  No ;  that  in  his  acceding  to  fuch  a  propofal  he  (hou'.d  violate 
the  orders  of  his  king,  relinquifh  the  Spaniards'  claim  to  the  coafl:,  and 
rifl;  the  lofing  of  his  commidion.  Befide  which  the  conmiodore  dated, 
that  Mr.  Colnett's  vedel  did  not  belong  to  the  King  of  Great-Britain, 
nor  was  Mr.  Colnett  inveded  with  powers  to  tranlhft  any  fuch  public 
bufmefs.  Captain  Colnett  replied,  That  he  was  a  king's  officer  ;  but 
Don  Martinez  obferved.  That  his  being  on  half-pay,  and  in  the  mer- 
chants' fervice,  rendered  his  connnidion  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  Britidi 
navy  of  no  confequcnce  in  the  prefent  bufmefs.  In  converfation  af- 
terwards on  this  fubje6},  as  we  were  informed,  (fay  thefe  gentlemen)  for  we 
were  not  prefent  during  this  tranfatlion,  fome  difpute  arofe  in  the  Prin- 
ciffa's  cabin  ;  on  which  Don  Martinez  ordered  the  Arq;onaut  to  be  feized. 
Soon  after  this  th.e  Princcfs  Ro^'al  returned,  and,  as  belonging  to  the 
fame  company,  the  commodore  took  poiTedion  of  her  alfo.  With  refpefl 
to  their  treatment  whild  prifoners,  thefe  gentlemen  fay.  That  although 
they  have  not  read  Mr.  Meares's  publication,  they  think  it  impodible 
that  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Argonaut  can  be  backward  in  confcding, 
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tliat  Sen''  Don  Eflovan  Martine?:  always  treated  them  kindly,  and  con- 
fident with  the  charafler  of  gentlemen*.  They  further  Hate,  That  the 
eaptain,  officers,  and  crew,  of  the  North- Well  America  were  carried 
by  them  to  China,  with  one  hundred  fea-ottcr  flcins,  valued  at  four  thou- 
fand  eight  hundred  and  feventy-five  dollars,  which  were  delivered  to 
Mr.  Meares  as  his  property. 

i'o  Sen"  Quadra's  letter  of  the  sgth  of  auguft,  I  replied  to  the  fol- 
lowing effeft  :  That  I  did  not  confider  myfclf  authorized  to  enter  into  a 
retrofpeHixe  difcuHion  on  the  refpefHvc  rights  and  pretenfions  of  the 
court  of  Spain  or  England,  touching  the  weftcrn  coads  of  America, 
and  iflaiids  adjacent,  to  the  norvhward  of  California.  That  fubjetl  ha- 
ving undergone  a  full  inveftigation,  and  having  been  mutually  agreed 
upon  and  fettled  by  the  minilters  of  the  refpc^Hve  courts,  as  appeared 
by  the  convention  of  the  28th  of  ofctobcr,  179G,  and  Count  Florida 
Blanca's  letter  of  the  12th  of  may,  1791,  I  confidered  any  interference, 
on  my  part,  to  be  incompatible  with  my  commiffion,  being  invellcd 
with  powers  only  to  receive  the  territories  which,  according  to  the  firfl 
article  of  the  convention.  Sen'-  Quadra  was  authorized  to  rcftore  and 
to  put  me  in  pofTeffion  of,  viz.  ("  the  buildings  and  diJlriEls,  or  parcels 
"  of  land  ichich  zvere  occupied  by  thefuhjeds  of  His  Britannic  Majejly  in 
"  april,  1 789,  as  well  in  the  port  of  Nootka  or  of  St.  Larorence,  as  in  the 
"  other,  fiid  to  be  called  Port  Cox,  and  to  be  Jituated  about  \ 6  leagues 
"  dijlant  from  the  former  to  the  fouthward." )  That  agreeably  to  the 
exprefs  worrls  of  the  lilih  article  in  the  faid  convention,  ("'  It  is  agreed, 
"  That,  as  well  in  the  places  that  are  to  be  rejlored  to  the  Britijli  Jubje6b 
"  by  virtue  of  ihe^jirjl.  article,  as  in  all  other  parts  of  the  noith-wejtern 
"  coafts  of  North  America,  or  of  the  ijlands  adjacent,  Jituated  to  the  north 
"  of  the  parts  of  the  faid  coajl  already  occupied  by  Spain,  xchcrever  the 
"  fuhjeEts  of  either  of  the  two  powers  Jliall  have  made  fettlements  fince  the 
•'  month  of  april,  1789,  or  Jhall  hereafter  make,  any  of  the  fubjeEls  of  the 
"  other  JJiall  have  free  accefs,  and /hall  carry  on  their  trade  xoithout  any  dif- 
"  turbance  or  molejiation." )  I  confidered  the  Spanifh  fettlemcnt  in  the  en- 
trance of  the  flraits  of  De  Fuca,  which  I  had  reafon  to  believe  was  form- 
ed no  longer  ago  than  may,  1792,  to  come  within  the  meaning  of  a 
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*'  port  of  free  accefs*'  as  xvellas  all  other  ef/abli/fwumtf  that  have  been,  or  that 
may  hereafter  be,  formed  from  theme  Jnuthioard  to  port  St.  Franc  f to,  con- 
ceiving port  St.  Franci/co  to  be  the  northernmojl  fettlcment  occupied  by  the 
fubjef.ts  of  His  Calltulic  MiijePy,  in  april,  1789. 

In  my  way  to  the  oblcivaiory,  on  (unday,  I  waited  upon  Sen'' Quadra, 
who  informed  me,  that  Mr.  Dob(bn  liad  tiandaied  my  letter  to 
him  ;  and  lie  was  plcafed  to  fay,  TliatJie  derived  the  greated  fali.slatiion 
from  finding  a  perlbn  of  my  ehara6ler,  wiih  horn  he  was  to  tranfacl  the 
bufinefs  of  dehvering  up  Nooika;  that  he  fliould  aceept  the  eivil  offers 
contained  in  my  letter,  and  remain  on  fhore  until  the  carpenters  had 
finifhed  fome  additional  aeconnnodation  to  his  apartments  on  board  hi? 
little  brig  ;  which  being  completed,  he  vould  either  wait  my  dej)arture, 
to  accompany  lis  in  our  rcfcarches  to  the  fouthward,  and  to  condutt  us 
to  any  of  the  Spanifh  ports  I  might  wifh  to  vilit;  or  he  would  fail,  and 
wait  my  arrival  at  any  place  I  (liould  think  proper  to  appoint,  recom- 
mending St.  Franciico  or  Monterrey  for  that  purpofe. 

Sen'  Quadra  rcquefled  to  know  who  I  intended  to  leave  in  poffeffion  of 
thefe  territories;  and  being  informed  that  it  would  be  Mr.  Broughton  in 
the  Chatham,  in  whofe  charge  the  remaining  cargo  of  the  Daedalus  would 
be  depofited,  he  gave  diredions  that  the  flore-houfes  fhould  be  imme- 
diately cleared,  and  begged  I  would  walk  with  him  round  the  premifes, 
that  I  might  be  the  better  able  to  judge  how  to  appropriate  the  feveral 
building . ;  which  for  the  moft  part  appearc  d  fufficiently  fecure,  and 
more  extcnfive  than  our  occafions  required.  A  large  new  oven  !iad 
been  lately  built  exprefsly  for  our  fervicc,  and  had  not  hitherto  been 
permitted  to  be  ufed.  The  houfes  had  been  all  repaired,  and  the  gar- 
deners were  bufily  employed  in  putting  the  gardens  in  ordc:.  The 
poultry,  confining  of  fowls  and  turkies,  was  in  excellent  condition,  and 
in  abundance,  as  were  the  black  cattle  and  fwinc  ;  of  thefe  Sen'Ouadra 
faid  he  fhould  take  only  a  fufhcient  (jiantity  for  his  paffage  to  the 
fouthward,  leaving  the  rcW,  with  a  large  allortmcnt  of  garden  feeds,  for 
Mr.  Broughton.  Sea"- Galiano  and  Valdes  added  ail  they  had  in  their 
power  to  fpare,  amongft  which  were  three  excellent  goats ;  I  had  like- 
wife  both  hogs  and  goats  to  leave  with  him;  lb  that  there  was  a  pro- 
VoL.  I.      '  ^  3   I-  Tpea 
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fpc^t  of  Mr.  Rroughton  paUliig  tlu*  winttr,  wiih  tlic  iiilillaiuT  of  the 
niitural  profluttions  of"  tin*  ciuuitry,  not  very  uneomlortaUly. 

'I'lie  orders  under  wliicli  I  was  to  receive  thefe  territories,  on  the 
pan  of  His  ISritannic  Majelly,  were  iiuirely  filent  as  to  the  ineafures  I 
was  to  adopt  ft)r  reiainiiij^  them  afterwards.  I'refiitning,  however,  that 
the  ])rincipal  ohjefl.  which  His  MajelK'  had  in  view,  hy  direfliiif;  this 
exj)''(hiion  to  he  undertaken,  was  that  of  farihtatinj^  the  eonnnereial  ad- 
vantages  of  Great  Britain  in  this  j)art  of  the  world;  and  for  that  pur- 
pofi-  it  niiidu  not  he  itnjjoirihle,  that  a  fettlenicnt  was  in  eomeinplaiion 
to  he  nuifle  at  this  important  Ihition,  which  had  hceome  the  gene- 
ral rendezvous  lor  the  traders  of  ahnoll  all  nations ;  I  had  determined, 
on  leavin<;  this  j)ort,  to  commit  it  to  the  charge  and  diretlion  of  Mr. 
liroughton,  who  would  retain  lite  polfellion  of  it,  and  whole  pi.elencc 
might  rellrain  Inch  improper  eondii/t  as  had  already  hecn  manilclled  on 
the  part  of  the  (everal  traders  ;  whillt  I  (hould  proceed  to  execute  the 
remaining  j)art  of  Mis  Majelly's  eoimnands,  until  I  Ihould  he  I'urnilhed 
with  further  inflruiiions  for  ni\'  future  govermnent. 

Having  fatisfa6lorily  arranged  thefe  matters,  I  gave  direftions  for 
clearing  the  ftore-fhip,  which  was  fet  ahout  accordingly. 

The  politcnefs,  hofpitality,  and  friendfliip,  fhewn  on  all  oceafions  by 
Sen'  Quadra,  induced  Mr.  Broughton  and  mylit'lf,  with  feveral  of  the 
officers  and  gentlemen  of  both  veffels,  to  dine  at  his  table  ahnofl  every 
day,  which  was  not  lefs  pleafant  than  faluhrious,  as  it  was  conftantly 
furnifhed  with  a  variety  of  refrefliments  to  mofi:  of  which  we  had  long 
been  intire  flrangers. 

Sen'-  Galiano  informed  me,  that  he  intended  to  take  advantage  of  the 
prelent  ferene  weather,  which  without  interruption  had  prevailed  fmcc 
otir  arrival,  and  fail  for  the  Spanifh  ports  to  the  fouthward,  either  in 
the  courfe  of  the  night  or  early  the  next  morning ;  and  obligingly  un- 
dertook to  forward  a  fhort  letter  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  con- 
taining a  brief  abllrati  of  tranfa6tions  fince  our  departure  from  the 
cape  of  Good  Hope. 
Moiicby  3.  [  had  the  honor  of  Sen'-  Quadra's  company  on  monday  morning  at 

breakfaft.     He  omitted  no  opportunity  of  imprcffing  on  the  minds  of 

the 
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the  natives  tlip  liijrhcU  anfl  mod  ravoral)le  opinion  of  our  little  fqtndron  ; 
ond  the  more  i-H'etlually  to  inl'iire  a  goofi  iiiulrrnaiulinj^  in  future,  he 
propoU  (I  a  vilit  of  ceremony  to  Maquimia ;  to  him  it  w^Mild  he  j^rate- 
lul,  and  on  uiv  p;irt  he  recoinnii'nded  it  as  rUtutialh'  retpiinti-.  It  vva< 
agreed  we  Ihould  I'ei  out  the  next  moniinji;  (or  his  roval  relideuee,  whicli 
was  ahout  7  leagues  up  the  found,  at  a  jilace  ealled  Tahlheis. 

In  the  evening  I  received  from  Sen'  (^uacha.  a  letter  in  repiv  to  mine 
of  the  id  of  fepiemher. 

Agreeably  to  appointment,  about  eight  the  next  morning,  St  n'  Oua-  Tui^^iJu  4 
dra  accompanied  me  in  the  Dilcovery's  yawl,  which,  with  our  own  and 
a  Spanidi  launch,  and  the  Chadiam's  cutler,  containing  as  many  Spanifli 
and  Englifh  oHiccrs  as  could  be  taken,  wc  (U  j)arlcd  for  Tahlheis  ;  a 
mefTage  having  been  fcnt  the  preceding  day  to  announce  our  intended 
vifit. 

The  weather  though  cloudy  was  very  pleafant,  and  having  a  favora- 
ble breeze,  we  reached  Tahlheis  about  two  in  the  afternoon  ;  Miiqidn- 
na  received  us  with  great  pleafure  and  approbation,  and  it  was  evident 
that  his  pride  was  not  a  little  indulged  by  our  (hewing  him  this  atten- 
tion. He  conduced  us  through  the  village,  where  we  appeared  to  be 
welcome  guells,  in  confequencc  pcrliaps  of  the  prefents  that  were  dif- 
tributed  amongll  the  inhabitants,  who  all  conrlui-^ed  thcmfelves  in  the 
mod  civil  and  orderly  manner.  After  viliting  mo(k  o[  the  houfcs,  we 
arrived  at  Maquinnas  rcfidence,  which  was  one  of  the  largefl,  though 
it  was  not  intirely  covered  in  ;  here  we  found  feated  in  fome  kind  of 
form,  Matjuiiina's  daughter,  who  not  long  before  had  been  publicly 
and  with  great  ceremony  proclaimed  Cole  heirefs  to  all  his  property, 
power,  and  dominion.  Near  her  were  feated  three  of  his  wives,  and  a 
numerous  tribe  of  relations.  The  young  princefs  was  of  low  ftaturc, 
very  plump,  with  a  round  face,  and  fmall  features ;  her  (kin  was  clean, 
and  being  nearly  white,  her  pcrfon  altogether,  though  without  any  pre- 
tenfions  to  beauty,  could  not  be  confidered  as  difagreeable.  To  her 
and  to  her  father  I  made  prefents  fuitable  to  the  occafion,  which 
were  received  with  the  greatcll  approbation  by  themfelves,  and  the 
throng    which    had    affemblcd ;     as    were    alfo   thofe   I   made    to    his 
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'70?-       wives,  brothers,  and  otluT  relations,      Tlieic  eeremonies  being  ended, 

Sci)'cnihcr.  i   •    i  ^-^  11  •  1      i 

v^^v—.^?  n  mofl  excellent  dinner  was  ferved,  which  Sen'-  Quadra  had  j^rovided,  at 
which  we  had  the  company  of  Maquirina  and  the  princeCs,  who  was 
leatcd  at  the  head  of  the  table,  and  eondutled  herfelf  with  mucii  pro- 
priety and  decorum. 

Alter  dinner,  Maquinna  entertained  us  with  a  reprelrntation  of  their 
warlike  achievements.  A  dozen  men  lirlh  a])j5eare<l,  armed  with  mulkets, 
and  ecjuipped  with  all  the'  appendages,  whd  took  their  poll  in  a  very 
orderly  tnanner  within  the  entrance  of  the  houfe,  wljre  they  remained 
Itationary,  and  were  l'oIlo^v•ed  by  eighteen  \cr\  (lout  men,  each  bearing 
a  fpear  or  lance  lixtcen  or  eighteen  feet  in  length,  proportionably 
flrong.  and  pointed  with  a  long  flat  j)iece  of  iron,  which  feemed  to  be 
fharp  on  both  edges,  and  was  highly  polilhed  ;  the  whole  howc^ver  ap- 
peared to  form  but  an  aukwanl  and  unwieldly  weapon.  I'lu'fe  men 
made  leverai  movements  in  imitation  of  attack  and  defence,  hnging  at 
the  fame  time  feveral  war  fongs,  in  which  they  were  joined  by  thofe 
with  the  mufl^ets.  Their  different  evolutions  being  concluded,  I  was 
prefented  with  two  fmall  fea-otter  fkins,  and  the  warriors  having  laid 
by  their  arms,  jjerfbrmed  a  mafk  dance,  which  was  ridiculoufly  laugh- 
able, particularly  on  the  part  of  Maquinna,  who  took  a  confiderable 
fhare  in  tlie  reprefentation.  We  were  not  backward  in  contribu- 
ting to  the  amufements  of  the  day,  fbme  fongs  were  lung  which  the 
natives  feemed  much  to  admire,  and  being  provided  with  drums  and 
fifes,  our  lailors  concluded  the  afternoon's  diverlion  with  reels  and 
country  dances. 

In  the  evening  we  took  leave  of  Maquinna,  who  was  fcarcely  able  to 
cxprefs  the  fatisfatlion  he  had  experienced  in  the  honor  we  had  done 
him,  faying,  that  neither  WacaJianiJk,  nor  any  other  chief,  had  ever  re- 
ceived fuch  a  mark  of  refpeft  and  attention  from  any  vihtors,  and  tliat 
he  would  in  a  few  days  return  us  the  compliment ;  on  which  he  was 
given  to  underfland,  he  fhould  be  entertained  in  the  European  falhion. 

From  Taiifheis  we  proceeded  a  few  miles  in  our  way  home,  when, 
arriving  at  a  convenient  little  cove,  we  pitched  our  encampment  for 
the  night,  and  paffed  a  very  pleafant  evening. 

After 
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Alter  brcakrail  the  {bllowing  morning  we  embarked  and  dire61ed  our 
route  towards  Friendly  cove;  the  weather  was  pleal'ant  though  the  wind 
was  unlavorahlc ;  this  ocea(ioned  our  dining  Is)  the  way  on  the  roeks, 
lor  which  however  Sv-U"^' Quadra  was  amply  provided.  About  five  we 
readied  the  cove,  where  J  landed  Sen'  Quadra  and  returned  to  the 
Ihip. 

In  our  converfatioii  whilll  on  this  little  excinfion,  Sen'  Ouadra  had 
very  earnelUy  requi  (led  tliat  I  would  name  fome  port  or  idand  ahir  us 
l)(4h,  to  connnemorate  our  meeting  and  the  veiy  friendly  intereourli. 
that  had  taken  place  and  fubhiled  between  us.  C'oneei\  ing  no  (pot  lb 
proper  for  this  denonunation  as  the  place  where  we  had  lird  niei,  which 
was  nearly  in  the  center  of  a  iratt  of  land  that  had  fuil  been  eirciunna- 
vigated  by  us,  lorniing  the  fouth-wetlern  fulcs  of  the  gulj)h  of  Georgia, 
and  the  fouthern  iides  of  Johnllone's  llraits  and  Oucen  Charlotte's  found, 
I  named  that  couiurv  the  ifland  of  (Quadra  and  V^vxcou  vi:r  ;  with 
which  complime(U  he  feemed  highly  pleafed. 

Dining  my  ablence  the  Chatham  had  hauled  off  from  the  (hore,  but 
in  confequence  of  the  inco)ifiderable  rife  of  the  tide  her  damages  had  not 
been  repaired  ;  it  was  therefore  ncceffary  that  fiie  Ihoidd  remain  light  until 
the  next  fpring  tides  ;  this  however,  under  our  prefent  arrangements,  was 
a  matter  ol  little  importance. 

Maquinna  with  his  two  wives  and  fome  of  his  relations  returned  our  Tiuiri.  c 
viht.  They  had  not  been  long  on  board  wh.n  I  had  great  reafon  to 
confider  mv  roval  jjarty  as  the  mod  confi  inmate  beggars  I  had  ever  feen  ; 
a  difpolition  which  feemed  generally  to  prevail  with  the  whole  of  diis 
tribe  of  Indians,  and  which  probably  may  have  been  foflered  by  the  in- 
dulgences (hewn  then;  by  the  Spaniards,  'i'hey  demanded  every  thing 
which  (Iruck  liicir  fancy,  as  being  eitiicr  ufeful,  curious,  or  ornamental, 
though  an  article  with  which  it  might  be  impolRble  for  us  to  gratify  theui ; 
and  if  not  innnediately  prefcn^ed  they  would  affctl  to  be  greatly  oflcnded, 
and  would  remain  fulky  for  two  or  three  days. 

I  was  however  particularly  fortunate  in  having  at  hand  every  thing  re- 
quifue  to  falisfy  the  demands  o[  Maquinna  i\nd  his  party.  The  liberali- 
ty I  had  fo  recently  (hewn  to  himfclf  a';d  family  when  at  Tahlheis,  was 
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perhaps  not  yet  qiiite  forgotten ;  they  neverthelefs  made  a  profitable 
\ ifit,  as  what  their  niodeftv  prechided  their  afkincr  of  nic  I  was  after- 
wards iiifornud  was  ampl)-  made  up  by  their  begging  from  the  officers 
iuid  othcis  on  !)oard. 

'I'he  exhibition  of  fire  works  which  I  had  promifed  the  party,  was  anxi- 
oidh' wailed  for:  towards  the  cwuing  tlieir  impatience  was  almoil  unre- 
ftrainable,  as  they  conld  not,  or  would  not,  iindcMfland  that  darkncfs  was 
necelFary  to  their  entertainment,  and  accufcd  us  of  a  breach  of  promife 
and  tclHng  falfities.  Seiv  Quadra  however,  after  much  perfuafion,  pre- 
vailed upon  them  to  fla\'  the  night,  by  which  they  were  convinced  that 
our  aduranc  s  were  not  \o  be  difcredited.  The  niiTht  bsincr  favorable  to 
our  operations,  they  fucceeded  extremely  well.  The  rockets,  balloons, 
and  other  (ire-works,  were  in  a  high  ftate  of  prefervation,  and  were  re- 
garded by  the  Indian  fpeftators  with  wonder  and  admiration,  mixed  with 
a  confiflerable  fliare  of  apprehenfion :  for  it  was  not  without  great  diffi- 
culty that  I  prc\ai!ed  on  Afaquinn a  and  his  brother  to  fire  a  {\\v  fky 
rockets,  a  performance  that  produced  the  greatefl  exultation.  The 
E.uiopeans  j)refent  were  not  lefs  entertained  with  the  exhibition,  than 
furpri/.cd  that  the  fevcral  fire  works  fhould  haxe  remained  fo  long  on 
board  in  (uch  excellent  condition. 

The  Aranfafu,  a  Spanifli  armed  fhip,  commanded  bv  Sen'- Caamano, 
arrived  from  a  furveying  expedition  on  the  exterior  coaft  to  the  north  of 
Nootka,  towards  Biccareli,  of  the  charts  of  which  I  was  promifed  a 
'.opy,  as  foon  as  they  ffiould  be  properly  an  anged. 

Mr.  Cranftoun,  the  furgeon  of  the  Difcovery,  having  been  rendered  in- 
capable of  his  duty  by  a  general  debilitated  ftate  of  health  finre  our  de- 
parture from  the  cape  of  Good  Hope,  rcquefted  permiffion  to  proceed 
to  port  Jackfon  in  the  Da:dalus,  from  whence  he  fhould  foon  procure  a 
palfage  to  England  ;  he  was  confequently  difcharged,  and  Mr.  Archibald 
Menzies,  a  furgeon  in  the  navy,  who  had  embarked  in  purfuit  of  bota- 
nical information,  having  cheerfully  rendered  his  fervices  during  Mr. 
Craniloun's  indifpofition,  and  finding  that  fuch  attention  had  not  inter- 
fered wi'h  the  other  objeds  of  his  purfuit,  I  confidered  him  the  mod; 
proper  perfon  to  be  ajipointed  m   the  room  of  Mr.  Cranfloun.     The 
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boatfwain  of  the  Difcovcry.  Mr.  William  rioufe,  a  careful,  fober,  and 
attentive  oHicer,  having  laboured  under  a  violent  rheumatic  complaint, 
(ince  our  departure  from  New  Zealand,  which  had  precluded  his  atten- 
tion to  any  part  of  his  duty,  was  on  his  application  in  like  manner  dif- 
charged  ;  Mr.  John  Noot,  boatfwain  ol'  the  Chatham,  was  appointed  in 
his  room,  and  Mr.  George  Phillifkirk  was  appointed  boatfwain  ol  the 
Chatham, 

I  deemed  it  expedient,  that  their  Lordfliips  directions,  prohibiting  charts,    Mondiy  i-. 
journals,  drawings,  or  any  other  fort  of  intelligence  refpe^ting  our  pro- 
ceedings being  made  known  or  connnunicated,  fhoidd  be  publicly  read 
to  the   officers  and  perfons  under  my  cotTimand,    and  to  urge  every 
injunftion  in  my  power  to  enforce  a  due  obedience  to  thofe  orders. 

The  lettei'  I  received  the  2(\  of  this  month  from  Sen'-  Quadra,  not 
having  been  tranflated  till  this  day,  in  eonfcquenee  of  Mr.  Dojibns  in- 
difpofition,  I  was  not  a  little  fiuprized  to  find  it  differ  fo  much  from 
what  I  had  reafon  to  expeft. 

In  this  letter  Sen'- Ouadra  informs  me,  that  in  conformitv  to  the  fnfl 
article  of  the  convention,  and  the  royal  order  under  which  he  is  to  aft, 
he  can  only  reffore  to  His  Britannic  MajeRy  the  edifices,  didrici-;,  or 
portions  of  land  which  in  april,  1789,  were  taken  from  his  fubjefts;  that 
he  was  in  pollefhon  of  full  proof  that  the  fmall  hut  the  Englifh  had  was 
not  in  exiftence  on  the  arrival  of  Martinez,  a-n'  that  the  then  ef}-;b!'fh- 
ment  of  the  vSpaniards  was  not  in  the  place  wi  e:-e  the  Britifh  Iid)je61s 
had  theirs.  That  if  I  did  not  think  myV.':  auii;  irized  to  fubfcribe  to 
the  tenor  of  his  commiffion  and  inftru6lions,  he  would  recommejid  that 
each  fhoidd  lay  before  his  refpeciive  court  all  'he  circvtm.flances  of  the 
pending  negociation,  and  wait  for  further  i  '^niftions  ;  in  l.ie  mean  time 
Sen'' Quadra  offered  to /caz,r  ??z<;  in  pofTeffion  of  what  Mr.  Meares  had 
occupied,  and  at  my  command  the  houfes,  gardens,  and  offices  then  oc- 
cupied by  the  Spaniards,  whilff  he  retired  until  the  decifion  of  the  two 
courts  fliould  be  known. 

To  this  letter  I  immediately  replied,  that  as,  like  his  former  one,  it 
contained  a  rtnrofpeftive  view  of  matters  which  I  had  no  authority  to 
take  cognizance  of,  1  fhould  accede  to  liis  propofalj  and  make  a  jull  and 
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fair  rcprefcntiuion  of  all  our  proceedings  to  the  court  of  Great  Britain, 
and  wait  for  furtlu  r  infhuHions.  Tuis  letter  I  concluded  by  again  re- 
peating, that  I  was  IHll  reach' to  receive  from  Sen'- Quadra  the  territories 
in  quellion,  agrctahly  to  the  fird.  article  of  the  convention,  and  the  letter 
of  Count  Florida  Blanca. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  nighi  arrived  liere  the  brig  Hope,  belonging  to 
Bofton  in  Ani(~rica.  commanded  by  Mr.  Jofcph  Ingraham,  the  perfoa 
who  jomth' with  Mr.  Gray  had  given  Sen'  Quadra  a  flatemcnt  of  the 
condiicl  oi'  Don  Martinez,  and  of  the  tranfatlions  at  this  port  in  the 
year  178^. 

About  noon  the  next  day  I  received  from  Sen'  Quadra  a  letter  dated 
the  11th  of  feptember,  in  anfwer  to  my  laft,  cxprellive  of  his  confidence 
that  I  fhould  make  a  faithful  and  true  reprefentation  of  the  proceedings 
that  had  taken  place  refpeding  the  points  in  queftion  ;  and  repeating 
tl  e  offer  contained  in  his  former  letter,  of  relinquifhing  the  territories  on 
the  terms  and  conditions  therein  exprefTcd.  To  this  letter  I  immediately 
replied,  that  I  was  ready  whenever  it  fuited  Sen''- Quadra's  convenience, 
to  be  put  into  poffcflTion  of  the  territories  on  the  n.w.  coafl  of  America, 
or  illands  adjacent,  agreeably  to  the  firfl  article  of  the  convention,  and 
the  letter  of  the  Count  Florida  Blanca. 

Having  this  day  dined  with  Sen'  Quadra,  on  rifing  from  table  he  re- 
quefled,  as  no  final  determination  had  yet  taken  place  refpetting  the  re- 
ftitution  of  thefe  territories,  to  have  fome  perfoiial  converfation  on  the 
lubjeft,  in  hopes  by  that  means  of  drawing  the  bifinefs  to  a  more  fpeedv 
conclufion.  Befidcs  ourfelves  there  were  prefcnt  Sen'-  Mozino  and  Mr. 
Broughton  ;  fo  that  with  the  afiTiflancc  of  Mr.  Doblbn,  and  thefe  gentle- 
men who  fpoke  French  extremely  well,  we  had  a  profpecl  of  coming  to 
fo  pcrfert  an  explanation  as  to  render  any  further  epiftolary  alterca- 
tion totally  unnecefi'ary.  Scn"^  Quadra  vindicated  the  condutf  of  Marti- 
nez, and  laid  confiderable  flrefs  on  the  concefTion  of  Mat/uinna,  who  had 
put  them  into  complete  pofieffion  of  the  lands  they  then  occupied:  on 
this  circumftance,  and  on  the  information  lie  had  obtained  fincc  his  ar- 
rival at  Nootka,  certain  parts  of  which  he  had  by  letter  communicated 
to    me,    he   fccmed   principally  to  eflablifii   the  claims  of  the  Spanifh 
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crown.  The  fmall  fpot  on  \vhich  Mr.  Mearcs's  houfe  liad  been  built, 
which  did  not  then  appear  to  be  occupied  b)'  the  Spaniards,  Sen'- Qua- 
dra faidi  was  at  hberty  to  take  poUellioii   oC  for  His  Brii.annic  Majelly, 

oper.    Tliis  oflor  being  totally  foreign  to  my 
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expeftations,  and  a  repetition  only  ot  iliat  wlucn  had  taken  ])lace  in  our 
correfpondence,  Sen'.  Quadra  was  made  acquainted,  that  under  fueh  cir- 
circumftances  I  did  not  feel  nivfelf  juflified  in  entering  into  any  further 
difcufhon.  The  propriety  of  this  determination  being  admitted,  it  was 
mutually  agreed  that  we  fliould  each  reprefent  our  objettions  and  pro- 
ceedings to  our  ref'petiive  courts,  and  wait  their  decifion  on  the  impor- 
tant queflions  which  had  arifen  in  the  negociation.  In  the  mean  time 
Sen'  Quadra  propofed  to  leave  me  in  poflt-'flion  of  thefc  territories,  the 
inflp'it  his  veffel  was  fitted  for  his  reception.  On  his  departure  the  Spa- 
nifli  flag  was  to  be  fl;ruck,and  the  Brilifli  flag  hoilled  in  its  place,  which 
Sen'- Quadra  confented  to  lalute,  on  mv  agreeing  to  return  an  equa'  num- 
ber of  guns.  Thus  did  matters  appear  to  be  ])erfeclly  arranged,  ar.reeably 
to  the  willies  of  all  parties,  and  the  bufinefs  brought  to  an  amicable  and 
plealant  conclufion,  -when  to  my  great  furpri/e  I  receiv(-d  the  next 
morninsT  a  letter  from  Sen'- Ouadra,  letting  forth  that  he  was  ready  to 
deliver  up  to  ine,  conformably  to  the  firfl  article  of  the  convention,  the 
territory  wbiich  was  occupied  b^'  Britifh  i'ubjeCts  in  a|)ril,  1789,  and  to 
leave  the  Spanifh  fettleinent  at  Nootka  until  the  decifion  of  the  courts 
of  Englantl  and  Spain  were  obtained  ;  which  was  proceeding,  he  faid,  as 
far  as  his  powers  extended.  I'his  \ery  unexpefted  letter  produced  an 
immediate  reply  from  mc,  wherein  I  Hated,  that  the  territories  of  which 
the  fubiei;.  .5  of  His  Britannic  Maje^iy  were  d'fpoflefled  in  april,  1789,  and 
which  by  the  firfl;  article  of  the  convention  were  now  to  be  reflored,  I 
underflood  to  be  this  place  (meaning  Nootka)  in  toto,  and  port  Cox. 
'I  hefe  1  was  fHll  ready  to  receive,  but  could  not  entertain  an  idea  of 
hoilling  the  Britilh  flag  on  the  fpot  of  land  pointed  out  by  Sen'-  Ouadra, 
not  extending  more  than  an  hundred  yards  in  any  diretlion.  I  eon- 
eluded  by  obferx'ing,  that  the  offer  made  in  Sen' Quadra's  two  laft  let- 
ters diflcrcd  materially  from  that  contained  in  his  firii;  letter  to  me  on  this 
fubjedf. 
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1702-  On  fcitunlav  inornino-  a  vounq;  lad,  who  for  about  two  days  liad  been 

September,  .    ,  -^  n        /  >-)  ^  '.        r 

»— V — — /  niHriiig-  from  Sen'  Quadra's  vcflcl,  wan  found  in  a  cove  not  far  from  the 
SatuiUayi;.  fj^jp^^  ,^-,qJj^  inluimanly  murdered.  The  calves  of  his  legs  were  cut  out, 
his  head  nearly  levered  from  his  bodv,  and  he  had  received  feveral  bar- 
barous wounds  in  other  pans.  Doubts  arofe  whether  this  horrid  a6l 
had  been  perpetrated  by  the  natives,  or  by  a  black  man  of  niofl;  infa- 
mous eharacler,  who  had  deferted  from  the  Spaniih  vcd'el  about  the 
time  tlie  boy  was  firfl;  miKcd.  The  p;c\ailiHg  opinion  leemed  to  crimi- 
nate the  former,  and  on  Sen'-  Quadra  demanding  of  Maquinna  that  the 
murderer  (hould  inftantly  be  given  up,  the  immediate  departure  ofaM 
the  inhabitants  o!  the  found  from  our  neighbourhood  became  a  flrong 
prefumplive  oroof  of  their  delinquency. 

Sen"  Oi:  di;  oave  an  immediate  ai^fwer  to  my  letter  of  the  13th,  but 
as  he  •I'fTi.'in  (i\\  not  depart  from  the  terms  of  his  late  olfer  o'i  leaving  nie 
inpojjqpni  ■  iij  .  dot  formally  reJlGring  the  territory  of  Nootka  to  the  king 
ot  Grc.u  l>iii  '  m;  it  became  neceiiary  on  mv  part  to  demand  a  Ci v.ego- 
rical  and  d'.  iini?  /e  anfwer  from  Sen'' Ouadra,  whether  he  \')uld  or 
would  not  reftoie  to  me  for  His  liritannic  Majefiv  tlie  territories  in  qucf- 
tion,  of  wliich  tlie  fuhjec'U  of  tliat  realm  had  been  difpolfelfed  in  april, 
1789.  Thefe  were  Nootka  and  Clavoquot,  or  port  Cox  ;  the  former  '\^ 
the  place  which  was  then  occupied  by  the  Briiii]i  fubje^.fs,  from  thence 
tlieir  veffels  were  fent  as  pri/es,  and  themfelves  as  prifoners  to  New 
Spain;  this  is  the  place  that  was  forcibly  wreded  from  tlu^m,  and  forti- 
fied and  occupied  by  the  officers  (if  the  Spanifh  crown  ;  this  place  there- 
fore, with  Clayoquot,  or  port  Cox,  were  comprehended  under  the  firfl 
article  of  the  convention,  and  were  by  that  treaty  to  be  reflored  without 
any  refcrvation  v/hatfoevcv  :  on  thefe  terms,  and  on  thefe  only,  could  I 
receive  the  rcftitution  of  them.  Sen'^  Quadra  having  alio  laid  fbme  flrefs 
upon  Mr.  Meares's  veiFels  bemg  under  Portuguefe  colours,  I  took  this 
opportunity  of  fignifying,  that  I  conl;'l(  red  Liat  eircumflance  equally 
foreign  and  unimportant,  it  having  beeii  fet  forth  in  Mr  Meares  s  ori- 
ginal petition  to  the  Parliament  of  Cx.it  Britain,  and  of  rourfe  mufl 
have  come  under  the  conhderatioji  of  the  Spanifh  and  Enghlh  miniflers. 
Unlefs  our  negociation  could  be  brought  'o  a  eonclufion  on  ihe  terms 
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pointed  out  in  this  as  well  as  in  my  rv)rnicr  letters,  I  begged  leave  to 
acquaint  Sen'  Quadra,  that  I  mud  politively  decline  any  further  corrc- 
fpondcnce  on  the  fubjeft. 

It  was  a  matter  of  no  fmall  fatisfaflion,  that  although  on  this  fubjeft 
fuch  maniP'd  difference  arofe  in  our  opinions,  it  had  not  the  leafl  cffed  on 
our  perf'onal  intercourfe  with  each  other,  or  on  the  aflvantages  we  derived 
from  our  mutual  good  offices  ;  we  continued  to  vifit  as  ufual,  and  this 
day  Sen"  Quadra  and  Caamano,  with  mofl  of  the  Spanilh  officers,  lio- 
nored  me  with  their  company  at  dinner. 

On  monda)  moining  a  Portuguefe  brig  arrived  here  called  the  Fenis  Moudjy  1,5. 
and  St.  Joleph,  commanded  by  John  de  Barros  Andrede,  on  l)oard  of 
which  was  a  Mr.  Duflin  as  fuper-cargo.  In  the  evening  I  had  Sen'- 
Quadra's  final  determination;  which  refling  on  the  fame  point  where  it 
had  originated,  I  confidered  any  further  correfpondence  totally  unnc- 
cefl'ary  ;  and  inffcad  of  writing,  I  requt^flcd  in  coavcrliition  the  ne\t  da)'  to 
be  informed,  if  he  was  pofiti\'eh-  relblved  to  adhere,  in  the  reflitution  of 
this  country,  to  the  principles  contained  in  his  lad  letter  i^  an  I  on  i-eceiving 
from  hini  an  anfwer  in  tiie  alTirmative,  I  ac(|uaintcd  him  tliat  1  Ihould 
confider  Nootka  as  a  Spanijli port,  and  re(|ue(led  his  pcrmijfwn  to  carry 
on  our  neceffar)'  ep.iployments  on  fhore.  which  he  \q.x\  politely  gave, 
with  the  mofl  Iricndlv  affurance  of  eveiy  fervice  and  kind  olhce  in  his 
power  to  gnMU. 

Our  negociation  being  brought  by  thefe  means  to  a  conclufion,  Sen'- 
Quadra  informed  me,  that  Sen'  Caamano  would  be  left  in  charge  of  the  Tueiday  18. 
port,  until  the  arrival  of  the  I^rinciffa,  comniandefl  by  Sen'-  Fidalgo  :  with 
whom  the  government  of  the  port  of  Xootka  would  be  left,  and  from 
whom  the  Englifli  might  be  certain  of  receiving  every  accommotlation. 

Sen'  Ouadra  was  now  makintj  arransreinents  on  board  the  Attive  for 
liis  departure,  \\-hich  he  intended  fliould  take  place  in  the  covirlc  of  a 
day  or  two.  Agreeably  to  a  former  pvomife  I  had  made  him,  he  re- 
queued a  copy  of  my  charts  lor  iIk'  ((.rvice  of  Hi;:  Catholic  Majelly  :  but 
as  our  longitude  of  the  feveral  paits  of  the  coalt  differed  in  many  in- 
(lances  from  that  laid  down  by  Captain  Cook,  I  wiflied  to  embrace 
every  future  opportunity  of  making  furtlier  obfcrvations  whilfl  we  might, 
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i^q^^.       remain  in  this  port,  before  anv  copy  fliould  be  rlilpolt-d  of;  but  Sen'  Qua- 
v..  »»-  —'    (Ira  wilhing  to  make  certain  of  fuch  infornialion  as  we  had  acquired,  and 
conceiving  tlie  further  corrections  we  might  be  enabled  to  make  of  little 
importance,  folicited  fuch  a  copy  as  I  was  then  able  to  procure  :  which, 
rhuiidayjo.  w'iih  a  Ibrmal   reply  to  his  lad  letter,  I  tranfmittcd  to  him  on  tuefday 
evening.      In  this  letti;r  I  llaled  the  imponibility  of  my  receiving  the  cvi- 
lion  of  tlu   lerritorics  in  cpullion  on    the  conditions   propofed    by  Sen' 
Quadra,  and  that  in  confequence  of  the  e.xiding  differences  in   our  opi- 
nions on  this  fubjcct,  I  Ihould  immediaieiy  refer  the  wIk^Ic  of  the  nego- 
ciation  to  the  court  of  London,  and  wait   the  determination  thereof,  for 
Friday  2!.      thc  regulation  of  my  future  conduft.     The  next  day  Sen'  Quadra  ac- 
knowledged the  receipt  of  m\'  hdl  letter  with  the  charts  of  this  coafl,  &.c. 
which  concluded  our  correfnondence. 

As  Sen'  Otindra  intended  to  lail  the  next  day,  accompanied  hv  mod  of 
the  Spanifh  officers,  he  did  me  the  honor  of  partaking  of  a  farewell  din- 
ner, and  was  on  thisoccafion  received  with  thc  cudomary  marks  of  ce- 
rcmony  and  refpc6l  due  to  hh  rank,  and  the  fituation  he  here  filled.  The 
day  palfed  witli  the  utmod  cheerfulnefs  and  hilarity:  Monterrey  was  ap- 
pointed as  the  rendezvous  wlicre  next  we  diould  meet. 

Having  underdood  that  Mr.  Robert  Duffin,  the  fupcr-cargo  on  board 
the  Portuguefe  vedcl  that  had  arrived  on  the  17th,  had  accompanied  Mr, 
Mearcs  in  the  year  1788,  and  was  with  him  on  his  fird  arrival  in  Nootka 
found,  I  requeded  he  would  furnifh  me  with  all  the  particulars  he  could 
recoiled  of  the  tranfattions  which  took  place  on  that  occafion.  This 
he  very  obligingly  did,  and  at  the  fame  time  voluntarily  made  oath  to  the 
truth  of  his  adertions.  The  fubdance  of  which  was,  that  towards  the 
clofe  of  the  year  1787,  two  vedels  were  equipped  for  the  fur  trade  on 
the  N.w.  coaft  of  America,  by  John  Hemy  Cox  and  Co.  uAcrchants  at 
Canton.  That  ihv  command  and  conduft  of  the  expedition  was  given 
to  John  Mcares,  Liq.  who  was  a  joint  proprietor  ado  ;  that  for  thc 
purpofc  of  avoiding  certain  heav\'  dues,  the  ^•e(fcls  (liiled  under  Por- 
tuguefe colours,  and  in  the  name  and  under  the  firm  of  John 
Cavallo,  Efq.  a  Portuguefe  merchant  at  Macao,  but  who  had  not 
any  property  cither  in   the  veffcls,    or  their  cargoes,    which  were  in- 
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tircly  Rritlfh  property,  an'l  wc-e  wholly  navigated  by  tlic  fubjoc't'^ 
of  His  Britannic  MajcO)  :  That  Mr.  DnfTin  accompanied  Mr. 
Meares  in  one  of"  ihefe  vefTcls  to  Nootka,  Avherc  thev  arrived  in  may, 
1788,  when  Mr.  Meares  attended  by  himfelf  and  Mr.  Robert  Fiinter,  on 
the  17th  or  i8lh  of  the  fame  month,  went  on  fliorc,  and  boiioht  of 
the  two  chiefs,  Mciijiiilla  and  Caliruvi,  the  whole  of  the  land  that  forms 
Friendly  cove,  Nootka  found,  in  His  Britannic  Majefh's  name,  for  eight 
or  ten  fheets  of  copper,  and  fome  trifling  articles  :  That  the  nati\e.<; 
were  perfeflly  fatisfied,  and,  with  the  chiefs,  did  homage  to  Mr.  Meares 
as  their  fovercign,  according  to  the  cunom  of  their  country  :  That 
the  Britifh  flag,  and  not  the  Portuguefe  flag,  was  difplayed  on  fhore, 
whilft  thefe  formalities  took  place  between  the  parties :  That  Mr. 
Meares  caufed  a  houfe  to  be  eretled  on  the  fpot  which  was  then  oc- 
cupied by  the  Chatham's  tent,  as  being  the  moft  convenient  place:  Tliat 
the  eliiefs  and  the  people  oflered  to  quit  their  refidcncc,  and  to  retire  to 
Tahflieis,  that  confequently  the  Englifti  were  not  confined  to  that  particu- 
lar fpot,  but  could  have  creeled  houfes,  had  thev  been  fo  inclined,  in 
any  other  jjart  of  the  cove;  That  Mr.  Meares  appointed  Mr.  Robert 
Funtcr  to  rcfide  in  the  houfe,  which  confiOed  of  three  bed-chambers, 
with  a  mefs-room  for  the  officers,  and  proper  apartments  for  the  men  ; 
thefe  were  elevated  about  five  feet  from  the  ground,  the  under  part 
ferving  as  warehoufes  :  That,  exclufive  of  this  houfe,  there  were  fcve- 
rai  out-houfes  and  fheds,  built  for  the  convenience  of  the  artificers  to 
work  in  :  That  Mr.  Meares  left  the  houfes  in  good  repair,  and  enjoined 
MaquiLla  to  take  care  of  them,  until  he,  or  fome  of  his  affociates.  fliould 
return  :  That  he,  Robert  Duffin,  was  not  at  Nootka  wlien  Don  Marti- 
nez ar'ived  there  ;  that  he  underRood,  no  velHge  of  the  houfe  remained 
at  that  time,  but  that  on  his  return  thither  in  July,  1789,  he  found  the 
cove  occupied  by  the  fubjefts  of  His  Catholic  Majefl\' :  That  he  then 
fuw  no  remains  of  Mr.  Meares's  houfe ;  and  that  on  the  fpot  on  which 
it  had  flood  were  tl.i'  tents  and  houfes  of  fome  of  the  people  belonging 
to  the  Columbia,  commanded  by  Mr.  John  Kendrick,  under  the  flag 
and  prottftion  of  the  United  States  of  Ar.erica  :  That  His  Catholic 
Majelly's  (hips,  Princiflit  and  San  Carlos,  were  at  this  time  at  anchor  in 
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Frinidly  co\(",  wiili  ilic  C'olumhia  and  V/afliinglon  AnuMicaii  tradiTS ; 
That  the  Iccond  day  after  their  arrival  thev  were  cajiiured  hy  D'^n  Mar- 
tinez, and  that  the  Ainerieans  were  lullered  to  earry  on  their  coniinerfc 
witli  the  natives  unnioktlled. 

Sen''  Qiiacha,  at  my  rcquell,  very  ohlifringly  undertook  to  forward,  by 
the  earlieft  and  fafed  conveyance,  a  (hort  narrative  of  our  principal 
tranfa6lion.s  at  this  port,  fur  the  informaiion  of  the  Lords  of  tlie  Adnii- 
mirah)'. 

On  faturda\  morning  he  failed  from  Friendly  cove,  and  having  fain- 
ted us  with  thirteen  guns,  I  returned  the  complinr  iit  with  an  equul 
number. 

Our  attention  liad  been  mofl  particularly  dire6}cd  to  the  re-loading  of 
the  florc-fhip,  and  the  re-equipment  of  the  Chatham,  whole  hold  had 
been  intirely  cleared  for  the  purpofe  of  repairing  the  daniagrs  file  had 
fuflained.  The  Difcovery  being  in  all  refpefts  ready  for  lea,  all  hands 
were  employed  in  the  execution  of  thefi^  ferviees,  which  svere  materiallv 
retarded  by  the  very  bad  condition  of  the  provilion  calks  on  board  the 
Da-dalus,  mod  of  which  required  a  thorough  repair,  and  to  be  recruit- 
ed with  pickle.  A  very  material  lofs  was  alfo  fultained  in  the  fpirits 
and  wine  ;  large  quantities  of  the  flop-clothing  were  intirel\'  dcllroved. 
and  man)'  others,  with  fome  of  die  fails,  were  materially  damaged. 
Circumftanccd  as  we  v/err,  iliefr  deficiencies  and  damages  were  objecis 
f)f  the  mod  ferious  concern,  and  appeared  to  have  been  intirel)'  occa- 
lloned  by  the  very  improper  way  in  which  tlie  cargo  liad  been  dowed. 

The  circumdanees  already  related,  with  the  correfpondence  at  large 
between  Sen"^  Quadra  and  mvlelf.  though  comprehending  the  fubdance 

•^  tl'.e  nt'goriation  which  look  place  refpefting  the  celhon  of  thefe  ter- 
ritories, may  Net  require  fome  further  explanation ;  and  when  the  very 
imponcvni  connnerce  of  this  country  dtall  be  properly  appreciated,  I 
trud  the  circunilpeclion  with  which  I  a6led  will  not  be  found  liable 
to  cenfnrc. 

Our  tranfa Aliens  here  have  been  related  with  the  greaied  fidelity,  and 
precileh'  in  the  order  in  which  they  occurred.     Being  unprovided  with  any 
indrudions  but  fuch  as  were  contained  in  the  convention  and  the  very  ge- 
neral 
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noral  orders  I  had  received,  it  apjjeared  totally  ineompatihie  with  tlie 
iiUdition  of  tlie  Brililh  court,  wi'h  the  'pirit  and  words  ofth;'  laid  con- 
vention, or  with  thole  of  the  lcti"i  of  Count  Florida  Hlanea,  that  the 
idiniical  (pace  only  on  which  Mr.  Mcares's  houle  and  hreaft-work  had 
been  (iiuated  in  the  northern  corner  of  this  fniall  cove,  and  forming 
nearly  an  ecjuilatcral  triangle  not  extending  an  hundred  yards  on 
any  one  fide,  boutided  in  front  by  the  fea,  and  on  the  other  two  fides 
by  high  craggy  rocks,  which  continued  fbme  didance  down  the  beach, 
and,  excepting  at  low  tide,  comph  leh'  feparated  this  triangular  fpacc 
from  that  occupied  by  the  Spaniard  "  *  ifes  and  gardens,  could  jiolTi- 
bly  he  confidered  as  the  objett  of  a  r<  on  cxprc  (fed   by  the  terms 

'' trafls  of  land"  according  to  the  firil  article  of  the  convention;  the 
'•  dijlrids  or  parcels  of  land,"  mentioned  in  the  letter  of  Count  Florida 
Blanca  ;  or  the  "  trails  of  land,  or  parcels  or  difirifls  of  land,"  pointed 
dut  to  me,  and  repeated  in  their  Lordihips'  inilrudions  communicated 
to  me  on  that  fid^jcH. 

(^n  due  confideration  thcrelbre  I  concluded,  that  the  cclTion  propofed 
by  Sen'  Quadra  ci)idd  never  have  been  that  intended;  that,  at  leafl,  the 
whole  port  of  Nootka,  of  which  His  Majedy.s  fubjeds  had  been  forciblv 
(iifpoiTcffed,  and  at  whicli  themfelves,  their  vedels  and  cargoes  had  been 
captured,  nudl  ha\'e  been  the  propoled  object  of  rcditution. 

Under  tliel'e  impieilions,  1  ielt  that  if  I  had  acceded  to  the  propofals  of 
Sea'  Quadra,  I  fhould  have  betrayed  the  trull:  with  which  I  was  ho- 
nored, and  Ihouid  lia\c  aded  in  direct  oppofition  to  my  diuy  and  al- 
legiance, by  receiving,  without  any  authoritv,  a  territory  for  His  Bri- 
tannic Majefly,  under  the  dominion  Cjf  a  foreign  date. 

'I'licfe  principles  uniformly  governed  the  whole  of  my  condu6t  tlirough- 
out  this  negociation,  in  which  I  a6ted  to  the  bed  of  my  judgment ;  diould 
I  be  fo  unfortunate  however  a  to  incur  any  jufl  cenfure,  I  mud  rely  on 
the  candour  of  my  country,  to  do  me  the  judice  of  attributing  what- 
ever iinproprieties  I  may  appear  to  have  committed,  to  the  true  and  only 
caufe ;  to  a  want  of  fuHicienl  cbplomatic  (kill,  which  a  life  wholly  de- 
voted to  my  profeifion  had  denied  me  the  opportunity  of  acc|uiring. 

After  having  fo  uniformly  perfided  in  my  determination  of  driclly 
adhering  to  the  line  of  my  duty,   by  an  implicit  obedience   to  tlie  in- 
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flruclions  I  had  received,  in  oppofition  to  the  judgment  and  opinion 
of  Sen'  Oua(ha,  and  th^'  evidences  which  he  had  propoCed  ;  I  could  not 
but  confider  liie  unexpe^L-d  arrival  of  a  gentlemen,  who  had  pcrionallv 
attended  Mr.  Meares  on  iiis  forming  the  citahlilhment  at  Nootka.  and 
who  it  ("ecnis  ha<l  been  prefcnt  on  moll  occafions  when  differences  had 
arifen  between  Sen'  Martinez  and  Captain  Colneit,  as  a  verv  forHinate 
circumllance,  iince  his  report  and  affidavit  cleared  up  every  point  of  wjiich, 
from  other  teffimonies,  I  could  entertain  any  doubt,  and  conHnned  me 
ill  the  opinion,  that  the  condu6l  I  had  purfued  had  not  been  incom- 
patible with  the  truft  committed  to  my  charge  and  execution.  On 
comparing  his  reprelentation  with  that  which  had  been  communicaie<l 
to  me  on  the  fame  fubjeft  by  Sen''  Quadra,  a  very  material  difference 
appeared,  which,  moff  probably,  operated  todirert  Sen"  Quadra's  con- 
dutl,  in  refufing  me  poffeffton  of  the  country  agreeablv  to  the  terms 
of  my  inffruclions. 

The  vcllels  employed  in  commercial  purfuits  this  li-afon  on  the  riorth- 
weff  coall  of  America,  have  I  believe  found  their  adventures  to  an 
fwer  their  expefclations:  many  were  contented  with  the  cargo  of  furs 
they  had  collected  in  the  courfe  of  the  fummer ;  whilff  others  who  had 
prolonged  their  voyage,  either  paffed  the  winter  at  the  Sandwifh  idands, 
or  on  the  coart,  where  they  completed  fmall  velfels  which  the\  brought 
out  in  frame.  An  Englilh  and  an  American  fliallop  were  at  tiiis  time 
on  the  flocks  in  the  cove,  and  when  finiflied  were  to  be  emplo^•cd  in 
the  inland  navigation,  in  colle6ling  the  fl<ins  of  the  fea-otter  and  other 
furs ;  befide  thefe,  a  French  fhip  was  then  engaged  in  the  (lime  purfuit,  and 
the  following  veflels  in  the  fervice  of  His  Catholic  Majeflv  ;  the  Ger- 
trudes and  Conception  of  thirty-fix  guns  each,  the  Aftive  brig  of  twelve 
guns,  Princifla,  Aranfafu,  and  St.  Carlos,  armed  ihips,  with  tlu  velfels 
of  Sen"-  Gaiiano  and  Valdes.  Both  thefe  gentlenuMi  had  been,  and 
were  Ilill,  employed,  not  only  in  geograpliical  relearches,  but  in  ac- 
quiring every  poffible  information  refpecting  the  commerce  of  the 
country  ;  this  circumffance,  together  with  the  guarded  condutt  obferved 
by  Sen'  Quadra,  in  his  endeavours  to  retain  the  whole,  or  at  any  event 
to  prefi'r\e  a  right  in  Nootka,    evidently  maniC'-Iled  the  degree  of  jea- 
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loiify,  with  vv'hicli  the  court  of  Spain  rcgaids  the  commercial  intrrcourfc 
that  is  hkcly  to  be  eftahlilhcd  on  this  fule  of  the  worltJ, 

Coiifidering  it  an  inchrpenfablc  duty,  that  the  Lords  of  tlic  Achniral- 
ty  fhould,  from  under  my  own  iiand,  become  accjuaintcd  wiiii  tlie 
whole  of  my  ncjrociation  at  this  port  by  the  fafeil  and  mod  expeditious 
conve)'an(c,  a  palfagc  was  procured  for  my  firfl  heulenant  Mr.  Mudgc 
on  board  the  Fenis  and  St.  Jofeph,  bound  to  China,  from  whence  he 
was  to  proceed  with  all  difpatch  to  England.  To  this  gentleman  I  in- 
trufled  extra61s  from  the  moft  important  parts  of  my  journal,  with  a 
copy  of  our  furvey  of  this  coaft  ;  and  I  had  every  rcafon  to  indulge 
the  hopes  of  his  fpeedy  return,  with  further  inflruttions  for  the  govern- 
ment of  my  conduft  in  thefe  regions. 

On  this  occafion,  I  appointed  Lieutenants  Puget  and  Baker  to  be 
firfl  and  fecond  lieutenants,  as  alfo  Mr.  Spelman  Swainc  to  be  tiiird 
lieutenant  of  the  Difcovery  ;  and  Mr.  Thomas  Manby  to  be  mailer  of 
the  Chatham. 

Sen"  Quadra  having  ufed  no  rigorous  meafures  to  dctctl  and  bring 
to  juflice  the  murderer  of  the  young  Spaniard,  the  alarm  of  the  na- 
tives foon  fubfided,  and  in  a  day  or  two  they  vifited  us  as  ufual.  Aiaguin- 
na  and  the  other  chiefs  were  not,  howe\er,  fo  cordially  received  at  the 
Spanifli  habitations,  as  they  had  been  in  Sen'- Quadra's  time;  at  which 
they  exprelfed  much  diflike  to  all  the  Spaniards  excepting  Sen'  Quadra, 
and  particularly  to  Martinez  ;  who,  Maquinna  alfertcd,  went  on  fhore 
wuh  a  number  of  armed  people,  and  obliged  him  by  threats  to  make 
ceflion  of  Nootka  to  the  king  of  Spain.  He  lamented  alfo  the  prof- 
peft  of  our  fpeedy  departure,  faying,  that  his  people  would  always 
be  harraffed  and  ill-treated  by  new-comers,  and  intreated  that  I  would 
leave  fome  perfons  behind  for  their  protetlion.  Ver)'  little  dependence 
however  is  to  be  placed  in  the  truth  or  fincerity  of  fuch  declarations  ; 
fmce  thefe  people,  unlettered  as  they  are,  polFefs  no  fmall  fliare  of  policy 
and  addrefs,  and  fpare  no  pains  to  ingratiate  diemfclves,  by  the  help  of 
a  little  flattery  (a  commodity  with  whole  value  they  fcemed  perft;6lly 
acquainted)  with  flrangers,    to  whom  they  reprefcnt  their  aftions  as 
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refulting  from  the  moil  fincere  friendfhip  ;  by  which  means  ihcy  fre- 
quently procure  very  valuable  prcfents,  without  making  any  return. 

From  the  time  of  Sen'  Quadra's  departure  until  the  26th,  my  time 
had  been  mollly  employed  in  preparing  my  difpatclies  for  England ; 
they  were  now  completed,  and  Mr.  Mudge  would  have  failed  this  day, 
had  not  a  hard  gale  of  wind  from  the  s.e.,  attended  with  a  heavy  rain, 
prevented  his  departure,  and  retarded  our  operations  in  the  equipment 
of  the  Chatham  and  Dscdalus.  This  boiflerous  unplcafant  weather  con- 
tinued until  the  30th  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  wind  fhifting  to  the 
N.w.  brought  fair  weather,  with  which  the  Fenis  and  St.  Jofeph  failed 
for  China. 

The  Hope  brig,  which  had  failed  on  the  20th  of  laft  month,  and 
the  Spanifh  armed  (hip  Princifla,  arrived  here  from  the  ellablifliment 
before  mentioned,  that,  the  Spaniards  ha'I  formed  near  the  fouthern  en- 
trance of  the  llraits  of  De  Fuca  :  which  was  the  fame  open  bay  we  had 
paifed  in  the  afternoon  of  the  29tli  of  april  lad ;  but  its  having  been 
lound  much  expofed,  and  the  anchorage  very  bad,  owing  to  a  rocky 
bottom,  the  Spaniards,  I  was  given  to  underftand,  had  been  induced  in- 
tirely  to  evacuate  it ;  and  it  appeared  ajfo  that  Sen'  Fidalgo  had  brought 
with  him  to  this  place  all  the  live  flock  that  had  been  deftined  for  its 
eftablifhment. 

Our  new  fuit  of  fails,  after  foaking  fome  hours  in  the  fea,  were  bent 
Saturday  6.  On  faturday.  The  obfervatory,  with  the  inftruments  and  chronome- 
ters, were  on  that  day  alfo  taken  on  board,  as  well  thofe  fupplied  me 
by  the  Navy  Board,  as  thofe  intruded  by  the  Board  of  Longitude  to  the 
care  of  the  late  Mr.  William  Gooch  the  aflronomer,  intended  for  this 
expedition. 

The  very  unfettled  ftate  of  the  weather  much  retarded  our  re-equip- 
ment, and  the  appearance  of  winter  having  already  commenced,  indi- 
cated the  whole  year  to  be  divided  here  into  two  feafons  only.  The 
month  of  feptember  had  been  delightfully  pleafant,  and  the  fame  fort  of 
weather,  with  little  interruption,  had  prevailed  ever  fmce  the  arrival  of 
Sen''  Quadra  in  the  fpring;  during  which  period  of  fettled  weather,  the 
day  was  always  attended  with  a  refrefliing  gale  from  the  ocean,  and  a 
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gentle  breeze  prevailed  through  the  night  from  tlie  land :  which  not 
only  renders  the  climate  of  this  country  extremely  plrafant,  but  the  ac- 
ccfs  and  egrefs  to  and  from  its  ports  very  eafy  and  commodious. 

As  my  attention,  during  our  continuance  in  this  port,  had  been  princi- 
pally engrofTed  by  the  negociation  already  adverted  to,  I  had  little  leifure 
to  profecute  other  inquiries  ;  I  (hall  therefore  conclude  this  chapter  by  the 
infertion  of  fuch  obfervations  as  were  made  on  (hore  at  the  obfervatory. 

The  obfervations  commenced  on  the  30th  of  auguA,  at 
which  time  Kendall's  chronometer,  according  to  the  Birch- 
bay  rate,  gave  the  longitude  ...  233"  58' 15" 

By  the  Portfmouth  rate  ...  23ri6'3o'' 

Arnold's  watch,  on  board  the  Chatham,  by  the  Biich-bay 
rate  .---..  232°  47' 45" 
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—  Mr.Wliidbey,  two  ditto 

8,  ditto,        eight  ditto 

—  Myfelf,             eight  ditto 

9,  ditto,        eight  ditto 

—  Mr.Whidbey,  eight  ditto 
12,             ditto,        eight  ditto 

—  Myfelf,             fix  ditto 
23,             ditto,        eight  ditto 

—  Mr.Whidbey,  eight  ditto 
23,            ditto,        eight  ditto 

—  Myfelf,            eight  ditto 
1,  Mr.Whidbey,  fix  ditto 


Longitude  of  tlie  obfervatory. 
two  fets  of  dillances,  moon  and  fun,  233' 


ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
moon  and  aquila, 


Aug.  22,  Five  fets  per  ])  a  0,  taken  by  myfelf  at  fea,  and 
reduced  at  this  place  by  the  chronometer,  ac- 
cording to  its  rate  of  going  found  here 

—  Five  fets,  taken  by  Mr.  Whidbey,  ditto 
24,     Four  fets,  by  myfelf,  ditto 

—  Four  fets,  by  Mr.  Whidbey,  ditto 

3G2 


'  22'  30" 

19' 

44'  20" 
38' 41" 
31' 30" 
37'  17" 
32' 32" 
27'  5" 
26' 34" 
13'  9" 
12' 34" 
12' 50" 

35  25" 


49'  9" 

3(^'  5" 

36'  49" 

34'  45" 
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The  mean  of  tlu-  whole,  cnllectively  taken ;  being  forty- 
nine  ftts  hy  niylelf ;  aiul  liriv-feven  by  Mr.  Whidbey  ; 
aincHinting  jn  all  to  one  iunulred  and  lix  fets  of  lunar  dif- 
tances,  gave  the  longitude  _  .  .  2,33°  31' 30" 

By  which  our  obfervations  place  Nootka  found  about  20'  30"  to  the 
eadward  of  the  longitude  aHigned  to  it  by  Captain  Cook,  and  about 
10'  to  the  eallward  of  Sen  •  Malafpina's  obfervations  ;  whence  it  fhould 
feeni  to  appear,  that  our  indrumenis  lor  the  longitude  were  erring  on 
tlic  ealU  in  iide. 

Akhouj^li  I  fliould  have  been  \ery  happy  to  fublcribe  to  the 
loni^itude  as  litilcd  b)-  alhononiers  of  fiiperior  abilities  ;  yet,  on  the 
prelent  occafioii,  fiieh  a  concelfion  would  have  been  attended  with  a 
vc:iy  niaierial  ineonvenieuee,  in  deranguig  the  pofition  of  the  different 
parts  of  the  coall  that  have  alnady  been  furvcyed,  and  laid  down  by 
our  own  obfervations.  Eor  this  elfential  reafon,  I  have  been  induced  to 
retain  the  meridian  of  Nootka,  as  afcertained  by  our  own  obfervations, 
which  fhewe<i  Kendall's  chronometer,  on  our  arrival,  to  be  26'  45" 
to  the  eadward  of  what  I  have  confidered  as  the  true  longitude ;  and 
as  I  had  reafon  to  believe  this  error  commenced  about  the  time  of  our 
departure  from  Defolation  found,  and  that  it  had  been  regularly  incrca- 
hng  fince  tb.at  period,  the  longitude  has  been  corretled  boih  in  my 
journals  and  charts  from  that  Ration. 

On  this  authority,  the  errors  of  the  chronometers  have  been  found, 
which,  on  the  5th  of  Ociober  at  noon,  were  as  follow :  (viz.) 

Kendall  faff  of  mean  time  at  Greenwich  -  1"  13'  43"  41'" 

And  gaining,   per  day,  on  mean  time,  deduced  from 
thirty-fix  fets  of  eorrefponding  altitudes,  at  the  rate  of  ii'' 

Arnold's  No.  82,  on  board  the  Chatham,  fafl  of  mean 
time  at  Greenwich  -  -  -  -  4'' 

And  gaining,  per  day,  on  mean  time,  at  the  rate  of 

Arnolds  Xo.  14.  from  the  Dicdalus,  fafl  of  mean  time  at 
Greenwich  -  .  _  _  _  ^2' 

And  gaining,  per  day,  on  mean  time,  at  the  rate  of  x.^    ._fy 

Arnolds  No.  176,  fait  of  mean  time  at  Greenwich        2"  16'  38"  41"' 

And 
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And  gaining,  per  day,  on  mean  time,   at  the  rate  of 
Earnfliaw's  pocket  watili,  f'aflof  mean  time  at  Greenwich  i*" 

And  gaining,  per  day,  on  mean  lime,  at  the  rate  of 

Tlic  calculations  hy  the  PonlinoLth  rate  of  Kendall's 
chrononieter  have  hitlierfo  heen  noticed,  in  order  to  fliew 
the  degree  of  accuracy  with  which  it  had  gone,  according 
to  its  then  afcertained  motion,  in  encountering  the  vari- 
ous climates  it  had  pafFed  through  fince  our  departure 
from  that  port ;  but  as  I  have  no  fimilar  documents,  or 
the  lead  information,  refpefling  the  tlnce  chronometers  I 
received  from  the  Da^dahis,  to  compare  with  the  going 
of  Kendall's,  thofe  calculations  from  hence  will  ceafe  to 
attract  our  attention. 

'i  he  latitude  of  the  obfervatory,  by  thirty  meridional 
altitudes  of  the  fun  -  -  - 

The  variation  of  the  compafs,  by  thirty  feis  of  azi- 
muths, taken  by  three  different  compafTes,  varying  from 
i6°t02i°,  gave  the  mean  refult      -  -  . 

The  vertical  inclination  of  the  magnetic  needle. 
Marked  end,  North  face  Eaft,       -  -  .         - 

Ditto,  Weft, 

Marked  end,  South  face  Eaft,       -  -  .         . 

Ditto,  Weft, 

Mean  inclination  of  the  marine  dipping  needle 


49" 

34 

20 

18^ 

'22' 

eaft: 

74° 

0' 

73° 

4/ 

73° 

7' 

74° 

52' 
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CHAPTER    XI. 


Depart  from  Nootka  found — Proceed  to  the  fouthward  along  the  coaji — The 
Dxdaius  enters  Gray's  harbour — The  Chatham  enters  Columbia  river — 
Arrival  of  the  Difcovery  at  port  St.  Francifco. 


oaobcr.      J^  I  j£  inclemency  of  the  weather  prevented  our  proceeding  in  our  fe- 
luJay  12,     veral  occupations,  and  detained  us  here  until  the  afternoon  of  the  12th, 
when,  in  company  with  the  Chatham  and  Djcdalus,  we  hauled  out  of  the 
cove,  in  order  to  take  the  advantage  of  the  land  wind,  which  about  ten 
o'clock  enabled  us  to  fail  out  of  the  port  of  Nootka ;  but  the  Chatham 
and  Daedalus  not  following,  we  brought  to  about  midnight,  to  wait  their 
coming  up.  This  however  did  not  take  place  during  the  night,  which  was 
ferene  and  pleafant,  though  we  had  a  very  heavy  and  irregular  fwell 
which  drove  us  fo  far  to  the  weflward,  that  by  day-light  we  were  not 
more  than  2  miles  to  the  foutJiward  of  tlie  ledge  of  rocks  which  lie  2 
leagues  to  the  weftward  of  the  weft  point  of  entrance  into  Nootka  ;  our 
foundings  were  from  25  to  30  fathoms. 
Saturday  13.       About  nine  the  next  morning  the  Chatham  and  Da:dalus  joined  com- 
pany.    The  Chatham,  by  the  weather  falling  calm  juftas  fhe  had  weighed 
anchor,  became  under  no  command,  and  was  fwept  by  the  tide  on  the 
rock)'  point  of  the  cove,  where  the  fea  broke  with  great  violence ;  but 
by  proper  exertions,  and  immediate  affiftance  from  the  Daedalus,  which 
was  in  a  fortunate  fituationfor  that  purpofe,  fhe  got  off  without  receiv- 
ing any  apparent  damage,  though  fhe  had  ftruck  very  heavily. 

It  is  necclfary  here  to  Rate,  that  on  the  day  previous  to  our  fail- 
ing, I  received  on  board  two  young  women  for  the  purpofe  of  re- 
turning them  to   their  native  country,    the    Sandwich  iflands ;    which 
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thry  liad  quitted  in  a  vcfTel  tliat  arrived  at   Nootka  on  the  ytli  inflant, 
called  the  Jenny,  belonging  to  liriRol.     But   as    that  vcflel  was   bor.nd 
IVoni  hence  (Iraight  to  England,  Mr.  James  Baker  her  commander  very 
carnefUy  rcquclled,  that  1  would  permit  thcfe  two  unfortunate  girls  to 
take  a  paflage  in  the  Difcovery  to  Onchow,  the  ifland  of  their  birth  and 
refidence  ;  from  whence  it  feems  they  had  been  brought,  not  only  very 
contrary  to  their  wiflies  and  inclinations,  but  to* ally  without  the  know- 
ledge or  confent  of  tiieir  friends  or  relations ;  and  of  which  tranfa6Uon 
fomc  particulars  will  hereafter  be  noticed,  where  they  will  not  interfere 
with  the  regular  progrels  of  our  narrative;    which   I  now  refume  by  ob- 
ferving,  that  after  fo  long  a  continuance  of  unfettlcd  weather,  the  pre- 
fent  apparent  re-eftabli(heti  fercnity  encouraged  me  to  hope  I  might  be 
enabled  in  our  route  to  the  fouthward  to  re-examine  the  coaft  of  New 
Albion,  and  particularly  a  river  and  a  harbour  difeovered  by  Mr.  Gray 
in  the  Columbia  between  the  46th  and  47th  degrees  of  north  latitude,  of 
which  Sen'  Quadra  had  favored  me  with  a  fl<etch.     For  this  purpofe  our 
courfe  was  direfled  along  (hore  to  the  eaftward,  which  would  alfo  afford 
an  opportunity  of  examining  the  Spanifh  furvey  between  Nootka  and 
De  Fuca's  flraits. 

Some  obfervations  were  made  to  afcertain  if  any  error  had  taken 
place  in  the  chronometer  fince  they  had  been  received  from  the  fliore, 
and  I  had  the  fatisfaftion  to  find  them  all  anfwer  very  well.  Kendall's  in 
particular  was  very  exaft,  and  its  excellency  having  already  been  proved, 
I  was  determined  todej  id  principally  upon  it  until  a  further  opportu- 
nity (hould  offer  for  afceru  ining  the  going  of  the  others. 

At  noon  our  obferved  latitude  was  49"  23',  the  longitude  233"  28'. 
The  northernmofl  land  in  fight  by  compafs  bore  n.w.  ;  Nootka  n.  8  w, ; 
the  eafternmoft  land  m  fight  n.  88  e.  ;  and  point  Breakers,  our  ncareff 
fhore,  N.  30  E.  ditlantfour  miles ;  whence  that  point  is  fituatcd  accord- 
ing to  our  obfervations,  which  were  very  good,  made  by  different  per- 
fons,  and  ^i^:•eeing  to  a  great  nicety,  in  latitude  49°  25',  longitude  233* 
32'.  Captain  Cook  flates  the  latitude  of  point  Breakers  to  be  49°  15'. 
The  difference  of  10'  is  decidedly  an  error  of  the  prcfs,  as  by  my  own 
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ohriTvaiions   <Uiiiiig  that   voyage   point   IJirakirs  is   placed  in  latitude 

The  wind  at  n.w.  blesv  a  plealiiiu  gale  until  the  evening,  ulini  it  was 
fueeeeded  by  ealms  and  light  \ariable  airs  of]  the  land,  uliieh  ecjiuinuid 
until  near  noon  the  next  day.  During  thi  fore  |)ari<)rtlu-  night  the  depth 
of  water  was  from  70  to  (p  liithonis,  but  b)  the  morning  we  were  drifted 
too  far  from  the  land  to  gain  loiindings.  The  weather,  ;liougli  clear  over 
liead,  was  hazy  towards  the  hoi  i/on,  and  lendiied  the  land  very  indil". 
tinct ;  in  the  aftertujon  we  had  a  fine  breeze  from  the  wellward,  which 
enabled  us  to  fleer  in  lor  the  land,  and  to  gain  a  di(hint\iew  of'Clavoquot 
and  Xittinat,  which,  according  to  tiie  Sj)aniards,  arc  the  native  names  of" 
port  Cox  and  Berkley's  found.  The  eafl  point  of  the  former  at  fun-fet 
by  compafs  bore  n.  50  \v.  about  4  leagues  diflant ;  the  well  point  of  the 
latter,  our  neareO  fhore,  N.  28  e.  about  five  miles  (iillaut,  and  theeoafl 
in  light  extended  from  eafl  to  n.  6,3  w.  We  fhortencd  fail  lor  the  night, 
and  inclined  our  courfe  towards  cape  ClafTet.  I  had  been  given  to  un- 
derlland,  that  this  jjiomontory  was  by  the  natives  called  Clallct;  but  now 
finding  that  this  name  had  originated  only  from  that  of  an  infirior  chief's 
refiding  in  its  neighbourhood,  I  have  therefore  rcfumed  Captain  Cook's 
original  appellation  of  cape  Flattery. 

The  weflwardly  wind  died  away  as  the  night  approached,  when  we 
were  in  foundings  from  30  to  jo  fathoms  ;  but  light  airs  and  calms  fuc- 
ceeding,  we  were  foon  driven  to  a  eonfiderable  diflance  from  the  land, 
whii'h  in  the  morning  was  nearly  obfcured  by  a  thick  haze  at  ihediflance 
of  5  or  6  leagues.  The  obferved  latitude  at  noon  was  |<S"  ji',  longitude 
2,3 1"  ,'jo' :  the  coafl  then  in  fight  bearing  by  compafs  from  x,  w.  to 
r.  i))-  K. 

A  want  of  wind  until  the  next  day  mucli  increafed  our  diftancc  fron) 
tlie  fhore,  by  our  being  fet  to  the  fouthward  ;  and  the  land  being  flill 
obfcured  by  a  dcnfc  haze,  prevented  our  difiL'overing  that  we  had  paffed 
cape  Flattery  until  ten  in  the  forenoon,  when  it  was  announced  by  the 
rocks  to  the  fouih  of  it ;  the  largell  of  which,  independently  of  Dcflruc- 
tion  illand,  is  the  mofl  cxtcnfive  detached  land  exifling  on  the  fea  coafl 
between  cape  Flattery  ami  cape  Mendocino.     It  is  of  an  oblong  fhape, 
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and  nearly  level  on  ihc  top,  where  ii  produees  a  few  trees,  its  i'ules  arc 
aliuofl.  perpendicular ;  near  it  are  fonie  Hnall  white  barren  rocks,  fonie 
I'linken  ones,  and  Tome  rocky  iflets  of  curious  and  romantic  iliapes.  At 
noon  the  obfcrved  latitude  was  j<S°  8',  and  the  loiifvimdc,  deduced  from 
i'our  dilFcrent  fels  of  obfersations  for  the  chronometer  taken  in  the  af- 
ternoon, was  2^'j"  26'.  In  this  fuuation  the  fouthernmoR  land  in  fighl 
bore  by  com  pa  fs  s.  jS  1..  and  the  mountain  before  confidercd  as  mount 
Olymjjus,  call.  Whethi.  r  our  having  been  latterly  accultonied  to  fee  more 
lofty  tnountains,  or  \\ hither  the  mountain  being dilVobed  of  its  winter 
garment  (the  fnow  now  being  only  in  patches)  produced  the  effe8,  is 
not  eafdy  determined,  but  it  certaiidy  feemed  of  Icfs  (lujjendous  height 
than  when  we  fn  11  beheld  it  in  the  fpring.  A  light  favorable  j)rce7.c  from 
the  N.w.  during  the  afternoon,  afforded  a  good  opportunity  for  deter- 
mining the  fituation  of  this  Cape,  and  I  had  the  faiisfaftion  to  find  it 
correfpoiid  exa6llv  with  the  pofition  I  had  afTigned  to  it,  on  pafTing  it 
in  {hv  fpring.  This  exinced  the  propriety  of"  a(lo])ting  the  meridian  of 
Nootka  for  our  charts,  agreeably  to  the  refult  of  the  obfervaiions  we 
had  made  for  afcertaining  it. 

In  the  point  of  view  wc  this  day  law  the  entrance  of  De  Fuca's  flraits ; 
it  appeared  in  no  ri  Ipetl  remarkable,  or  likely  to  be  an  opening  of  any 
confulerable  extent.  The  night  being  again  almoll  calm,  our  difhxncc 
from  the  land  was  increafcd  as  before.  We  ajjproached  it  flowly  in  the 
forenoon,  and  at  mid-day  the  coalt  by  compafs  extended  n.  k.w.  to  k.s.l.  ;  Waiucr.  1  ■ 
mount  Olympus  bore  \.  .jo  r..  and  the  nearefl  fliore  N.  K.  about  4 
leagues  diflant.  Our  oblinAcd  latitude  47"  27',  longitude  233°  38', 
agreed  exceedingly  well  with  our  former  pofition  of  this  part  of  lue  coaft. 

A  light  x.w.  bre( /.e  prevailed  in  the  afternoon,  which  by  fun-fit 
brought  us  witliin  .[  miles  of  the  (here,  having  foundings  from  50  to  30 
fathoms.  At  eight  the  wind  died  away,  ami  as  we  weie  now  aj^proach.ing 
a  part  of  the  coal!  which  we  had  formerly  pafl'cd  at  a  greater  diflance  than 
I  could  have  wiflied,  wi-  anchored  for  the  night  to  prexcnt  the  fame  tiling 
happening  a  fecond  time.  The  depth  of  water  was  2  1  fathoms,  black 
fandv  bottom.  At  five  tlie  ncNt  nuM'nnig.  v.itli  ;•  im  iitle  bree/e  from  the  Tlmi 
land,   we   turned    up   along    {l:oir.  and    h;id  IihiivImi^s    IVcmu    ij   to   ^o 
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fiiihoms.  The  latul  hrcczc  was  ruccecdcd  by  one  IVom  tlu*  n.w.;  at 
noon  the  oblcrvcd  latitudr  was  47*1.1'.  longitudo  a;j5' /)(/,  vrry  nearly 
coirefponding  with  the  polition  of  iliis  coaft  as  laid  down  by  lis  in  the 
fpring.  In  this  (ituatioii  ilie  norihernnioU  hmd  in  (ighl  by  compafs 
bore  N.  28  w.;  ihc  j)eiroratcd  rock  noticed  off  point  Grenvillc  in  the 
morning  of  the  aHth  cfapril,  n.  i.jW.;  mount  Olympus  n.ije.;  the 
nearcll  fhore,  being  a  (niall  detached  rock,  s.  80  E.  ihrcr  or  four  miles 
diflant ;  two  low  points  of  land  which  we  conlidcrcd  to  form  the  points 
of  Gray's  harbour,  s.  40  K. ;  and  s.  36  e.;  and  the  rouihcrnmoll  land  in 
fight  s.  32  I .  In  the  courfe  of  the  morning  wc  had  fcen  a  remarkably 
higli  round  mountain,  which  now  bore  by  compafs  n.  79  E.  and  role  con- 
fpicuoufly  from  a.  plain  of  low,  or  rather  moderately  elevated  land,  and 
was  covered  with  (now  as  far  down  as  the  intervening  hills  permitted  us 
to  fee.  We  entertained  little  doubt  of  its  being  mount  Rainier,  which 
was  foon  afterwards  confirmed ;  its  didance  from  us  being  an  hundred 
geographical  miles. 

The  weather  and  every  other  circuniftance  concurring  to  promote  the 
defign  I  had  formed  of  re-exaniiiiing  this  coall,  I  direded  that  Mr. 
Whidbey,  taking  one  of  the  Difcovery's  boats.  Ihould  j)roceed  in  the 
Daedalus  to  examine  Gray's  harbour,  faid  to  be  fnuated  in  latitude  /jb* 
53',  whilft  the  Chatham  and  Difcovery  explored  the  river  Mr.  Gray 
had  difcovered  in  the  latitude  of  jfi"  10'.  In  the  even,  of  our  not  meet- 
JUT  with  the  Daedalus  before  we  reached  Monterrey,  that  port  was  ap- 
pointed as  a  rendcz\()us.  We  proceeded  to  tlie  fouthward  at  the  dif- 
tancc  of  3  or  4  miles  from  the  fhore,  having  regular  foundings  at  a 
depth  from  13  to  19  fathoms. 

Towards  midnight  the  light  n,\v,  wind,  which  had  prevailed  during 
jnoll  part  of  the  day,  was  I'uccecxled  by  a  calm,  on  which  we  anchored  in 
16  fathoms  water,  and  at  day-light  the  next  morning  difcovered  our 
fituation  to  be  off  the  bav  we  Itnd  endeavoured  to  enter  the  27th  of  lafl 
april,  and  about  2  miles  from  tlie  ouiornioft  of  the  breakers,  which  bore 
by  compafs  n.  j^  1:. ;  the  fouihe -nmod  part  of  th.e  road  in  fif^lit  s.  s.  k.  ; 
mount  Rainier  K.  66  k.  :  the  s.  e.  point  of  Gray's  harbour,  which  is  low 
projefting  land,  cohered  with  trees.    \.  2  w.-.  and  mount  Uhmpus,  our 
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norfhnninr)ll  l.md  in  view,  north.  'I'liis  l)y  varioiu  oblivvaiioM..  I  L.tind 
to  Ik*  fituatid  in  latitude  17'  /^o',  lon^itudf  ^'jfV'  |'.  Ilrrc  ilic  Hii\  lu-- 
Ibrc  us  flid  nut  ai)|Kar  to  full  fo  Car  hack  as  I  hul  hcfn  led  to  I'lippolr. 
hut  the  low  land  projci  tfd  riiiilur  into  ilu'  oci'an  ilian  it  had  apixan-d 
to  do  on  our  f'ornur  view  of  it  :  and  inllead  ol'  thr  hirakcis  hnng  in- 
lirclv  connected,  two  fniall  openings  wcif  direoviMcd.  whioh,  howcvg, 
from  the  colour  of  the  water,  and  the  rifing  ol  the  (well  airois  them, 
mullhe  very  ihallo\s-.  IJrokeii  water  was  alii)  leen  in  every  «hrethon 
between  the  outer  reel's  and  the  liiore,  the  latter  ol  which  was  not  dil- 
cernible  until  eleven  o'eloek,  when  a  breeze  let  in  from  the  s.w.  which 
dilperfed  the  ha/.c,  and  Ihewed  the  boundary  of  the  eoalf  to  be  one  un- 
interrupted beach,  lined  with  bicakcrs  at  irregular  diflaiucs  IVom  it. 
With  this  breeze  we  weighed  anchor.  The  latitude  oblerwil  at  noon 
was  jb"  12,  but  oblervat'ons  lor  the  chronometer  were  not  procured. 

With  a  pleafant  gale  and  fine  h\  ather  wc  coalled  along  this  delightl'id 
and  apparently  fertile  part  of  New  Georgia,  at  the  dillance  ot'about  a  league 
from  the  (hoals,  having  foundings  from  10  to  lO  fathoms,  until  four  in 
the  afternoon,  when  having  nearly  reached  cape  Diliippointment,  which 
forms  the  north  point  of  entrance  into  Columbia  river,  fo  named  by 
Mr.  Gray,  I  directed  the  Chatham  to  lead  into  it,  and  on  her  arrival 
at  the  bar  fhould  no  more  than  4  fathoms  water  be  found,  the  fignal  for 
danger  was  to  be  made;  but  if  the  channel  appeared  to  be  further  na- 
vigable, then  to  proceed. 

As  we  followed  the  Chathan\  the  depth  of  water  dccrcafed  to  4  fa- 
thoms, in  which  we  failed  fome  little  time  without  being  able  to  difliri- 
guifli  the  entrance  into  the  river,  the  lea  breaking  in  a  greater  or  Icfs 
degree  from  Ihore  to  fhore  ;  but  as  the  Chatham  continued  to  piufueher 
courfe,  I  concluded  (lie  was  in  a  fair  channel.  We  however  foon  ar- 
rived in  ,3  fathoms,  and  as  the  water  was  becoming  lefs  deep,  and  break- 
ing in  all  direflions  around  us,  I  haided  to  the  wellward  in  order  to 
efcape  the  threatened  danger.  In  doing  this  we  were  allilled  bv  a  very 
ftrong  ebb  tide  that  fat  out  of  the  river,  and  which  oppofing  a  very 
heavy  fwell  that  rolled  from  the  weflward  diretllv  on  the  Ihore,  caufed 
an  irregular  and  dangerous  Jla.     By  fcven,  our  dejnh  of  water  had   in- 
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tVom  which  a  fip-na!  was  iiuuK;  at  the  iium'.umii  we  liauln!  out  of  the 
hirakers.  which  wc  were  feaidil  niioht  ha\e  been  (or  alhdance,  as  the 
doling  in  o(  the  (!a\' i)rc\enteii  our  aceurati-lv  (hdiiiguilhiiig  the  colour 
of  the  flags  :  hut  as  (he  appeared  to  he  perletlly  under  command,  and  as 
the  rapidity  ol  the  tide  and  tJie  lieavy  (ra  rendered  any  adidancc  from 
us  impratltic.dile,  I  was  wiiliusx  to  iiope  the  lioiud   miolit  have  been  for 


ipr 


the  bar,  which,  at  day-light  the  next  intKuing,  was  ])roved  to  be  the 
cafe  by  iter  being  feen  riding  in  pcrleft  fafety,  about  two  miles  within  the 
ftation  we  had  taken. 

The  moriiing  was  calm  and  fair,  yet  the  heavy  crofs  fwell  continued, 
and  within  the  Chatham  the  breakers  I'etMned  to  extend  without  the  lead 
inter.iiption  from  Ihce  to  fhorc.  yVnxious  however  to  afcertain  this 
fatt,  I  lent  Lieutenant  Swainc,  in  tlie  cutter,  to  found  between  us  and 
the  Chatham,  and  to  acquire  fucii  information  from  Mr.  Broughton  as 
he  might  be  able  to  communicate  ;  h.ut  a  frefh  eallwardly  breeze  j)re- 
veiued  his  reaching  our  confort,  and  obliged  him  to  return  :  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  a  fignal  was  made  (or  the  lieutenant  of  the  Chatliani, 
and  was  anfwered  bv  Mr.  Johnflone,  who  founded  as  he  came  out,  but 
(ound  no  l)ar,  as  we  had  been  tri\en  to  underRand.  Tlic  bottoju  was  a 
dead  flat  within  a  quarter  of  a  mi!r  ofo'.ir  anchorage.  From  Mr.  John- 
Ifone  I  received  the  uiq)leafant  intelligence,  that  by  the  violence  of  the 
(Itrf,  which,  during  the  preceding  night,  had  broken  over  the  decks  of 
the  Chatham,  h.er  fmall  boat  had  been  dallied  to  pieces,  Mr.  Johnflone 
was  clearlv  of  opinion,  tliat  had  tlte  Difco^■ery  anchored  where  the 
Chatham  did,  fhe  mufl  have  flruck  with  great  violence.  Under  this 
eircumlfance,  we  undoubtedly  experienced  a  niofl  providential  efcape  in 
hauling  from  the  breakers.  My  former  opinit)n  of  this  port  being  inac- 
cefTible  to  veffels  of  our  burthen  was  now  fully  confirmed,  with  this  ex- 
ception, that  in  very  fine  wcallier,  w  ith  moderate  winds,  and  a  fraootli  fea, 
veffels  not  exceeding  four  hundred  tons  might,  fo  far  as  we  were  enabled 
to  judge,  gain  admittance.     The  Daedalus,  liowever,  being  direfted  to 
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fearch  for  us  here,  I  Tvas  induced  to  poiTcverc :   partiiularh' as.  tou'iirds 
noon,  a  thick  ha/e,  whicli  beCoie  had  in  a   srreat  dciiK  c  cbfcured  the 
land,  cleared  away,  and  the  lieavy  fwell  having  much  ruhlided,  gave  us 
a  more  perfeM  view   of  our   lituation,  and   flie\\-ed   this  opening  in  the 
coafh  to  be  much  more  extenhve  than  I  had  formerly  imagined.    Mtjunt 
Olympus,  the  nortliermnod  land   in    fight,  bore   by  coinpals   n.  7  vv.  ; 
cape  l)ifap]K)intment  N.  61  1.,   2  miles,  the  breakers  extending  from  its 
fliore  s.  87  v..  about  ludf  a  league  difhint;   thofe  on  the  fbulhern  or  oppo- 
fitefide  of  the  entrance  into  the  ii\er  s.  76  1:.  :  between  thefe  is  the  chan- 
nel into  the  river,  where  at  this  lime  the  fea  did  not  break.     The  eoaff 
was  I'ven  to  the  fouthward  as  far  as  s.  ;]i  v..     'Jhe  obferved  latitude  ,16" 
20',  which  placed  cape  Difappointment  one  mile  further  north  than  did 
our  former  obfervations.      The  flood  at  one  o'clock  making  in  our  fa- 
vor,   wc  weighed,  with  a    fignal   as   before  f()r  the    Chatham    to   lead. 
With  boats  ahead  founding,  wc  made  all   fail   to  windward,  in  4  to  6 
fathoms  water.     The  Chatham  being  further  advanced  in  the  channel, 
and  having  more  wind  and  tide,  made  a  greater  progrefs  than  the  Dif- 
covery.     About  three  o'clock  a  gun  was  fired   from  behind  a  point  that 
projefted  from  the  inner  part  f)f  cape  Difappointment,  forming,  to  all 
appearance,  a  very  fnug  cove;   this  was  anlwered  by  the  hoifling  of  the 
Chatham's  colours,  and  firing  a  gun  to  leeward,  by  which  we  conclud{\'l 
fome  \efRd  was  there  at  anchor.      Soon  afterwards  foundinsi';  were  de- 
noted  by  the  Chatham  to  be  G  and  7  fathoms,  and  at  four  fhe  anchor- 
ed apparently   in   a  tolerably  fhug    birth.      Towards  fun-fct,    the  ebb 
making  flrongly  againfi  us,  with  fcarcely  fufhcient   wind  to  coimnand 
the  fhip,  we  were  driven  out  of  the  channel  into  1  3  fathoms  water,  where 
we  anchored  for  the  night;  the  fereiiiiy  of  which  flattered  us  with  the 
hope  of  getting  in  the  next  day. 

The  clcarnefs  of  the  atmofpheie  enabled  us  to  fee  the  high  round 
fnowy  mountain,  noticed  when  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  Admiralty  inlet, 
to  the  fouthward  of  moimt  Rainier  ;  from  this  ffation  it  bore  bv  compals 
N.77  V..,  and,  like  mount  Rainier,  feemed  covered  with  perpetual  fnow, 
as  low  clown  as  the  intervening  country  permitted  it  to  be  feen.  This  I 
have  diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of  Mount  St.  Ml: lens,  in  honor  of 
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his  Britannic  Majefly's  ambafTador  at  the  court  of  Madrid.  It  is  fituated 
ill  latitude  46" 9',  and  in  longitude  238°  4',  accovchng  to  our  obferva- 
tions. 

y\ll  hopes  of  getting  into  Columbia  river  vanifhcd  on  funday  morn- 
ing, which  brought  with  it  a  frcfh  gale  from  the  s.r..,  and  every  ap- 
pearance of  approaching  bad  weather,  which  the  falling  of  the  mer- 
curv  in  the  barometer  alfo  indicated.  We  therefore  weighed  and  ftood 
to  fea;  foon  after  this  fome  obfervations  for  the  chronometer  were  ob- 
tained, which  gave  the  longitude  236"  4' 30",  by  which  cape  Difappoint- 
ment  appeared  to  be  3'  in  longitude  further  eaft  than  I  had  formerly 
eflcemed  it  to  be ;  it  is  however  too  trifling  to  demand  conc6Hon,  as 
fuch  a  difference,  and  even  a  much  greater  one,  is  liable  to  arife,  by 
any  little  alteration  in  the  rate  of  the  chronometer. 

The  forenoon  was  emplo)'ed  in  making  the  neceflary  preparations  for 
bad  weather,  which  was  foon  found  to  be  an  effential  precaution.  An 
increafe  of  the  gale,  with  a  very  heavy  fea,  obliged  us  about  two  in  the 
afternoon  to  clofe-recf  the  topfails,  and  to  hand  the  main-fail  and  mizen 
topfail. 

Under  this  fail  we  ftood  to  the  s.  w.  until  two  in  the  morning, 
when,  the  wind  in  fome  degree  moderating,  we  again  made  for  the  land» 
the  gale  fubfided,  and  in  the  forenoon  the  wind  from  the  s.e.  was  light 
and  variable.  The  weather  however  was  very  unfetiled,  feveral  water 
fpouts  were  feen,  and  fome  pafled  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  fhip. 
Bv  a  very  indifferent  obfervation,  at  noon,  the  latitude  was  afcertained 
to  be  46"  4',  and  the  longitude  by  the  reckoning  234°  49'.  About  two 
in  the  afternoon,  a  flrong  gale,  attended  with  heavy  dark  gloomy  wea- 
ther, fuddenly  arofe  from  the  n.w^.,  and  foon  increafed  with  fuch  vio- 
lence as  obliged  us  to  ftrike  the  top-gallant  mafts,  ciofe-reef  the  top- 
fails,  and  to  take  in  the  main  and  the  fore  and  mizcn  topfails.  This 
boifterous  weather,  in  addition  to  the  advanced  ftate  of  the  feafon,  in- 
duced me  to  abandon  every  idea  of  regaining  Columbia  river;  and,  un- 
der the  conviction,  that  from  Mr.  Broughton  and  ^  Whidbey  I  ffiould 
recei\c  ever}'  irifbrmation  I  required,  not  only  of  Grav's  harbour  but 
•  ^i  Columbia  river,  which  Mr.  Broughton  had  entered,  and  who  I  was 
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aflured  would  not  quit  it  without  being  fatisfied  in  its  examination,  I 
direfted  our  courfe  to  the  foutliward. 

The  gale  moderated  the  next  morning,  veered  to  the  fouth,  and 
bringing  with  it  more  fettled  weather,  we  made  all  lail.  At  noon  the 
obferved  latitude  was  44°  31',  longitude  by  the  chronometer  234°  12'. 
This  favorable  appearance  of  the  weather  was  however  of  fliori  dura- 
tion. The  wind  in  the  afternoon  again  blew  a  flrong  gale,  which 
obliged  us  to  Hand  to  the  s.vv^.,  under  ftorm  flay-fails  until  near  mid- 
night, when  it  veered  to  the  s.w.,  became  more  moderate,  and  we  were 
enabled  to  ftand  to  the  s.s.e.  The  weather  however  continued  very 
unfettlcd,  the  fea  was  very  heavy  and  irregular,  and  the  wind  became 
variable  between  s.w.  and  s.s.e.  On  wednefday  morning  ibnic  water- 
fpouts  again  appeared,  and  towards  noon  came  on  a  very  violent  ftorm  of 
thunder,  lightning,  an^  rain  ;  about  which  time,  very  unexpe6ledly,  wc 
faw  the  land.  I  confidcrcd  it  to  be  part  of  the  coaft  about  cape  Per- 
petua ;  it  bore  eaft,  and  was  not  more  than  6  leagues  from  us,  though, 
by  our  reckoning,  it  fliould  have  been  more  than  twice  that  diftance. 
The  wind,  with  fqualls  from  the  s.  s.w.,  now  blew  very  hard,  with  which 
in  order  to  regain  an  ofTmg  we  Hood  to  the  wcftward  ;  but  this  was 
accomplifhed  fo  flowly,  that  at  five  in  the  evening  the  land  was  (Hll  in 
fight  to  the  eaft:ward,  diftant  about  6  or  7  leagues ;  and  though  the  (hij) 
was  already  under  a  fevere  prcfs  of  fail,  it  became  neccdary  to  inakc^ 
confiderable  addition,  which  the  Ihip  being  unable  to  carrv,  the  top- 
fails  were  again  clofe-recfed,  under  which  and  tlie  two  courfes,  we  Rood 
to  the  north-wefiiward  during  the  night,  which  was  very  fl;ormy.  The 
weather  continued  unfettlcd,  akhou<jh  the  wind  became  lisrht  and  vari- 
able  between  the  fouth  and  s.w.,  attended  with  heavy  rain  and  unplea- 
fant  weather,  until  thurfda)-  afternoon,  when  the  wind  fhifted  to  the  riiurklays;. 
N.W.,  blew  a  gentle  breeze,  and  brought  with  it  a  clear  atmofphcre.  To 
this  favorable  breeze  we  fprcad  all  our  canvas,  and  direftcd  our  courfe 
for  cape  Orlbrd,  i'.i  order  to  re-examine  its  pofition. 

At  noon  the  next  day,  our  obferved  latitude  was  43° 39',  longitude 
243°  51'.  Towards  fun-fct  a  diftant  view  of  the  coaft  was  gained,  bear- 
ing E.S.E.,  and  by  ten  at  night  the  wind  veered  again  to  the  s.e.,  which 
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by  iaturday  noon  reduced  us  to  our  clofe-recfed  topfails.  The  gale 
moderated  towards  midnight,  and  once  more  we  fpread  all  our  canvafs 
to  a  moderate  breeze,  between  the  fouth  and  s.e.,  which  was  ftill  at- 
tended with  a  heavy  difagreeable  crofs  fwell,  rendering  the  (hip,  with 
her  then  heavy  cargo  ver)'  uneafy.  'l"he  weather  in  general  was  much 
more  pleafant  than  that  which  we  had  lately  experienced,  and  as  the 
wind  veered,  we  occafionally  tacked  to  get  to  the  s.e.  By  thefe  means, 
on  tlie  evening  of  the  29th,  the  coait  was  feen  extending  by  com- 
pais  from  n.  l.  by  n.  to  s.  i;.  by  e.  ;  cape  Orford  bearing  e.  by  N., 
about  4'  diftant.  By  the  obfervations  made  in  the  courfe  of  the  day, 
the  latitude  of  this  cape,  as  before  Rated,  was  found  to  be  corre£l ;  the 
longitude  as  at  cape  Difappointnient  deviated  3  miles  to  the  eaftward. 
The  next  dav.  in  the  afternoon,  I  made  fome  further  obfervations  to 
this  elfeft,  (not  having  proceeded  more  than  *3  or  4  leagues  to  the 
fouthward  of  the  cape)  which  produced  the  like  refult. 

'I'he  wind  continued  nearly  in  the  fame  dirctlion,  blowing  a  moderate 
breeze,  with  pleafant  weather ;  but  the  very  uncomfortable  ftate  of  the 
velfel,  in  confequence  of  a  dilugreeable  fwell,  was  foon  again  aggrava- 
ted by  the  inercafe  of  the  s.k.  wind,  which  at  I'un-fct,  on  the  2d  of 
novembcr,  reduced  us  to  a  clofc-reefed  topfail  and  forcfail.  This  gale 
was  accompanied  by  a  ver)'  high  fc.(,  which  about  two  o'clock  in  the 
morrnng  carried  awnv  our  Ipritfail  yard  in  the  flings.  After  day-break 
the  wind  fhifted  to  the  n.w,,  with  this  we  fleered  to  the  s.s.e.,  againft 
a  very  heav)'  head  fea,  which  waflied  overboard  John  Da\ifon,  a  feaman, 
whilfl  rigging  a  new  fpritfail  yard.  This  poor  fellow  being  a  good 
fwimmer  was  enabled  to  fupport  himfelf  until  our  ftnall  boat  from 
the  flern  happily  picked  him  up,  when  nearly  exhauflcd. 

The  wind  continuing  to  blow  a  frefh  breeze  to  the  weflward  of  fouth, 
we  made  a  fine  flant  along  the  coafl,  to  the  fouth-eaflward.  The  wea- 
ther v.-as  delightfully  pleafant  until  near  midnight,  when  the  wind 
veered  to  the  s.k.,  and  by  four  in  the  morning  its  violence  obliged  us 
to  ll'ike  the  top-gallant  mails,  and  bring  the  fiiij)  under  the  tbrefail 
ami  florm  fhivfails;  even  this  low  fail  v.-as  more  than  {prudence  could 
authorize,  vet  I  was,  and  had  been,  throngti.oul  the  whole  of  this  ftor- 

mv 


ROUND    T  II  E    W  O  R  L  D. 


1^5 


NovLiiilicr. 


mv  weather,  nccellitatcd  to  rcfort  to  this  mcaruic,  loft  wc  fhoulci  lofc, 
in  thcfe  tcmpcfluous  returns,  tlic  dilhince  which  the-  fhort  intervals  of 
moderate  weather  j^crmitted  us  to  gain.  This  gale  moderated  in  the 
evening;  elofe-reefed  topfails  were  fct ;  towards  midnight,  the  wind 
veered  to  the  weflward,  and  the  next  morning  we  again  Rood  to  the  Monday  5. 
fouih.  The  winrl  between  N.w.  and  w.  attended  dill  widi  the  fame 
heavy  irregular  fwell,  blew  a  moderate  breeze  with  fair  and  j)leafant 
weather,  which  gave  us  again  on  the  following  day  fight  of  the  land  Tucdhy  6. 
extending  by  compafs  from  n.  k.  by  n.  to  e. -i  s.  The  fouthernmofl 
promontory  of  cape  Mendocino,  N.  [o  v..  diflani  3  or  6  leagues.  At 
noon  in  this  fituation  our  latitude  was  jo"  10',  longitude  235"  33'.  From 
the  obfervations  on  this  orcafion,  I  found  the  latitude  of  cape  Mendo- 
cino exaftly  to  correfpond,  and  the  longitude  to  be  within  3'  of  the 
pofition  I  had  before  afligned  to  it.  This  circumflance  afforded  mc 
much  fatisfafiion,  as  it  proved  the  accm-acy  of  our  furvey  in  the  fpring, 
and  flattered  me  with  the  hope,  that  future  vifitors  to  this  coaR  would  find 
the  feveral  projefting  points,  as  well  to  the  north  of  cape  Mendocino, 
as  to  the  fouth  of  it,  which  we  were  now  bound  to  vifit,  laid  down  with 
tolerable  accuracy  in  our  chart. 

The  wind  however  proved  adxerfe  to  our  foiuhern  progrefs ;  it  again 
veered  to  the  s.e.  and  as  ufual  was  attended  with  fqualls  and  torrents  of 
rain,  which  kept  us  under  clofc-reefed  topfails  until  wednefday  morning,  vvcJuci.  7. 
when  the  gale  gradually  died  away,  and  was  fucceeded  by  a  calm  ;  the 
fame  heavy  irregular  fea,  tliick  weather,  and  a  deluge  of  rain  continued 
until  the  morning  of  the  8th,  when  a  gentle  breeze  fprang  up  from  the  Thu!ai,v  8. 
N'.w.  and  the  atmofphere  once  more  aifumed  a  clear  and  pleafant  ap- 
pearance. 

We  had  now  pafl^ed  to  the  fouth  of  cape  Mendocino,  and  with  this 
favorable  change  in  the  weather  loll  not  a  moment  in  making  all  fail 
towards  the  land  to  the  s.  e.  of  the  Cape,  which  at  noon  was  in  fight, 
extending  by  compafs  from  n.  by  e.  to  e.  by  n.  ;  the  nearefi;  Ihore  bear- 
ing N.55  E.  about  8  leagues  diflant.  The  latitude  obferved  was  39°  51', 
longitude  23,3"  48'.  We  had  approached  about  dark  nearly  within  a 
league  of  the  (hore,  and  as  we  had  now  to  commence  the  examination 
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of  the  coaft  to  the  fouthwiud,  wc  luuilcd  our  wind  and  plied  under  an 
eafy  fail  until  day  light  the  nexi  nu^niing,  when  we  again  refurned  our 
courfe  along  fhore  with  a  liglit  northerly  brcciie,  which  by  noon  brought 
us  to  that  part  of  thecoad  we  (irfl  made  on  the  17th  of  lad  april.  It 
extended  by  compafs  from  s,  4,3  1..  to  N.  33  w. ;  tiie  nearefl  fliore  bear- 
ing r,.  by  N.  about  2  leagues  dilbmt.  In  this  fituation  our  latitude  was 
39*25',  longitude  236"  3^',  which  places  the  coalt  under  this  parallel, 
near  a  quarter  of  a  degree  more  to  thceaflward  than  I  hud  confidert-d  it 
on  our  former  vilit.  The  land  to  the  fouihward,  which  had  then  appeared 
to  have  been  much  broken,  was  now  proved  to  be  compatl,  the  deception 
having  been  occafioned  by  our  diftance  from  it,  and  the  irregularity  of  its 
furface,  which  riies  abruptly  in  low  fandy  cliHs  from  a  connected  beach 
which  uniformly  compofes  the  fea  (bore.  The  interior  country  ap- 
peared to  be  nearly  an  uninterrupted  foreft,  but  towards  the  fea  (ide  was 
a  plcafing  variety  of  open  fpaccs. 

From  I'le  fouth  promontory  of  cape  Mendocino  to  the  land  we  were 
abreafl  of  the  preceding  night,  tlie  coall  takes  a  direction  about  s.  40  k. 
for  about  1  2  or  13  leagues,  and  there  forms  fomething  of  a  projedion, 
whence  it  falls  back  about  2  le;i.;ik's  to  the  eallward,  and  then  ffrctchcs 
about  s.  ]j  E.,  in  which  direttiui  we  liiilcd  at  the  diihmce  of  4  or  5 
miles  from  the  fhore  which  {Mil  continued  compa6),  with  two  or  three 
fmall  rock\'  idets  lying  iH''ir  it.  As  we  proceeded,  a  diflant  view  was 
obtained  of  the  inland  countrv,  which  was  compofed  of  very  lofty  rug- 
ged mountains  extending  in  a  ridge  nearly  parallel  to  the  diretUon  of 
the  coall.  Tliefe  were  in  general  dcRitute  of  wood,  and  the  more- 
elevated  parts  were  covered  with  perpetual  fnow. 

In  the  evening  we  again  hauled  off  from  the  fhore  to  wait  the  return 
Satura.iy  10.  of  day,  at  which  time  a  low  projetling  j)oint,  called  by  the  Spaniards 
Punta  Barro  de  yVrena,  bore  by  compafs  s.  57  E.  about  2  leagues  from  us. 
The  wind  blew  a  plealani  gale  from  the  N.w.  with  line  weather,  which 
made  me  much  regret  the  delays  our  furvey  demanded,  as  thefe  now 
prevented  our  embracing  fo  favorable  an  oj)portunity  of  making  the 
bcft  of  our  way  to  thofe  ports  of  refrefhmenis  now  not  far  oft,  efpe- 
cially  as  fonie  fcorbutic  fymptoms  had  at  length  made  their  appear- 
ance. 
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ancc.     Six  of  the  crew  were  aflrflcd,  ilioiij;!!  not   in  fuch  a  degree  as 
to   caufc  confiiieincnt.       The    fame    atlcMition  liad   been  unremittingly 
paid  to  the  prefervation  of"  heaUh  as   on    all  fonncr   occafions    during 
the  voyage,  and  I  was  unable  to  a('cril)e  the  appearance  of"  this  malady 
to  any  other   caufe  than  the  laborious  exertions  which  the  nature   of 
thefervice  had  demanded,  and  the  fcarcity  of  refrelhments  we  had  been 
enabled  to  procure  in  the  cnurfe  of  the   fumincr.     The  very  unpleafant 
flatcof  the  fhij)  during  the  lai*'  boiderous  weather  had  undoubtedly  ope- 
rated in  producing  this  calamity,  by  the  crew  being  almoft  continually 
wet  with  the  inceilant  rains,  and  from  our  having  fhipped  a  great  quan- 
tity of  water  which  had  unavoidably  kept  the  fliip  dainp  in  fpite  of  our 
utmoli;  endeavors.     '1  he   (idubrious  qualities  of  the  four  krout,  though 
ferved  with  the  portable  foup  e\ery  day,  and  boiled  not  only  in 'the  peas 
for  dinner  but  every  morning  in  the  wheat  for  breakfafl  ever  fince  wc 
had  left  Nootka,  had  not  averted  theevil.     On  the  firfl  fymptoms  of  the 
difeafe,  recourfe  was  immediately  had  to  the  cfl'enceof  malt,  with  the  in- 
fpiffated  juice  of  orange  and  lemon,  which  from  fome  removed  the  dif- 
order,  and  checked  its  progrefs  in  others,  though  they  flill  continued  to 
labour  under  its  influence. 

We  purfued  our  line  of  direction  flowly  along  the  coaft,  owing  to  the 
light  baflling  winds  that  prevailed.  At  noon  the  obferved  latitude  was 
38°  48',  longitude  2,'36"''42';  the  fouthernmofl:  land  in  fight  bore  by 
compafs  s.  Gy  e.;  two  fmall  rocky  iflets  lying  near  the  coaff  n.  79  e.; 
the  nearefl  fhore  about  2  leagues  diflant ;  and  the  point  de  Arena  being 
nearly  the  northernmofl;  land  in  fight  n.  10  w.  at  the  diflance  of  about 
3  leagues.  According  to  our  obfervations  this  point  is  fituated  in  lati- 
tude 38^  56',  longitude  236"  44';  it  forms  a  confpicuous  mark  on  the 
coafl;  the  fhores  to  the  north  of  it  take  a  direftion  N.  10  w. ;  its  north- 
ern fide  is  compofed  of  black  rugged  rocks  on  which  the  fca  breaks  with 
great  violence  ;  to  the  fouth  of  it  the  coaft  trends  s.  35  e.  ;  its  fouthern 
fide  is  compofed  of  lowfandy  or  clayey  cliffs,  remarkably  white,  thouoh 
iaterfperfed  with  (freaks  of  a  dull  green  colour  ;  the  country  above  it 
rifes  with  a  gentle  afcent,  is  chequered  with  copfes  of  forefl  trees  and  clear 
ground,  which  gave  it  the  appearance  of  being  in  a  high  Rate  of  cuhiva- 

3  f  2  tion. 


November. 


■128 


A    V  O  ^'  A  G  E    O  F    D  I  S  C  O  V  K  R  Y 


,  'TO'' 

Nr)Vl"nit)lT. 


K 


tion.  The  land  further  fouth  is  high,  ftccp  to  the  lea,  and  prcfented  a 
rude  and  barren  afpeft.  Our  foundings  were  yt^  and  70  fatlioins.  The 
calm  of  the  afternoon  was  fucceeded  b)'  a  s.r,.  wind  and  its  ufual  atten- 
dant, a  heavy  rain,  which  ))reventcd  our  acquiring  any  further  know- 

Monday  12.  ledge  of  the  coaft  until  tiie  r2th,  when  on  the  return  of  a  favoral)ie 
gale  we  flood  for  the  land,  which  at  noon  extended  by  conipafs  from 
N.  15  w.  to  s.  77  1:, ;  the  ncarell  Hiore  bore  n.  e.  about  -5  le;igues  dif- 
tant,  latitude  'jS"  17',  longitude  2,'^6"  59'.  As  we  ap])roached  the  fhore, 
advancing  to  the  fouthward,  the  country  became  nearly  dellitute  of 
wood  and  verdure,  at  lead  that  part  of  it  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fea  Ihore, 
which  was  nearly  ftraight  andcompa6L  The  more  interior  hills,  rifing 
behind  thofe  forming  the  coafl,  were  tolerably  well  wooded. 

Being  near  the  affigned  fiiuation  of  the  bay  in  which  Sir  Francis 
Drake  anchored,  and  that  of  a  port  called  by  the  Spaniards  B(Klega> 
our  attention  was  direfted  to  the  appearance  of  a  port  to  the  eallwiud, 
for  which  we  immediately  fleered.  By  fun-fet  we  were  clofe  in  with  the 
fliore,  which  extended  from  n.w.  by  w.  to  s.  s.  1:.  -^  k.,  fo  that  we  were 
confiderably  embayed.  We  were  now  off  the  northern  point  of  an  in- 
ner bay  that  feemed  divided  into  two  or  three  arms,  the  foundings  had 
been  regular  from  .jo  to  28  fathoms,  the  bottom  a  bed  of  coral  rock, 
land,  and  fhells.  Being  anxious  not  to  have  any  opening  on  the  coaft 
unexamined,  and  as  the  evening  was  ferene  and  pleafant,  I  was  induced 
to  anchor,  though  on  a  rocky  bottom,  off  tliis  point  for  the  night, 
which  bore  by  compafs  from  us  n'.k.  by  k.  2  miles  diflant,  that  my 
defign  might  earlv  in  the  morning  be  carried  into  execution.  Our  fitu- 
ation  here  was  by  no  means  pleafant;  during  tlie  night  two  deep  fea  lines 

Tueiday  13.  wcrc  cut  through  by  the  rocks,  and  at  four  in  the  morning  the  buoy  was 
feen  drifting  pall  fhip,  and  was  proved  to  have  been  fevered  in  the  fame 
way.  Lell  the  cable  fhould  fhare  the  fame  fate,  no  time  was  lofl  in 
weighing  the  anchor;  fortunately  however  the  cable  had  not  received 
any  injury.  A  light  breeze  from  the  land  permitted  lis  to  ftand  acrofs 
the  bay,  which  we  foon  difcovered  to  be  port  Bodega  ;  its  north  point 
according  to  our  obfervalions  is  fituated  in  latitude  38°  21',  longitude 
237°  2t'.     This  point  is  formed  of  low  llcep  cliffs,  and  when  feen  from 
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the  Couth  has  the  appearance  of  an  ifland,  but  is  firmly  connefted  with 
the  main  land.  To  the  ead  the  land  retires  and  forms  a  finall  inter,  appa- 
rently favorable  to  anchorage  ;  it  has  a  flat  rock  on  which  the  water 
broke  in  its  entrance,  and  has  not  any  other  vifible  danger  excepting 
that  of  being  much  exi)ofid  to  the  fouth  and  s.  e.  winds.  Not  being 
able  to  fail  into  the  bay,  we  flood  towards  its  fouth  point,  which  lies 
from  the  norrli  point  s.  30  e.  at  the  diflance  of  7  miles.  Within  ihefe 
limits  appeared  three  finall  openings  in  the  coafl,  one  already  noticed  to 
the  eaflward  of  the  north  point,  the  other  two  immediately  within  the 
fouth  point;  acrofs  thefe  a  connefted  chain  of  breakers  feemed  to  ex- 
tend, with  three  higli  white  rocks,  which  nearly  blockaded  the  palHige. 
Although  very  folicitous  of  gaining  more  intelligence,  this  was  all  the  in- 
formation I  was  able  to  procure  of  this  i)lace,  which  required  to  be  mi- 
nutely furveyed  by  our  boats  before  the  veffel  fliould  enter;  the  flate  of 
the  weather  was  ill  calculated  for  fuch  fervice ;  it  was  very  dark  and  gloomy, 
and  the  deprcfhon  of  the  mercury  in  the  barometer  indicated  an  approach- 
ing ftorm.  Our  foundings  when  under  33  fathoms  were  on  a  rocky  bottom, 
and  confidcring  that  any  further  examination  at  this  time  was  not  impor- 
tant, I  fleered  along  the  coafl  to  the  fouthward  for  point  de  los  Reys,  fo 
named  by  the  Spaniards,  which  at  noon  bore  by  compafs,  s.  22  i:.  diflant 
about  2  leagues :  the  latitude  by  an  indiflerent  obfervation,  38"  7', 
My  apprehenfions  of  bad  weather  were  not  ill  founded  ;  after  a  few 
liours  calm  we  were  again  vilited  by  a  s.  s.  e.  gale,  attended  as  before 
with  heavy  rain ;  this  foon  reduced  us  to  clofe-reefed  topfails,  and 
brought  with  it  a  very  heavy  fea.  Soon  after  midnight  the  wind  fud- 
denly  fliifted  to  the  weftwaid,  the  Iky  became  clear,  and  we  again 
fleered  for  die  land ;  about  n'ne  the  next  morning  we  palfed  point  de  los  W'cdnei.  14 
Reys,  which  I  found  to  be  fituated  in  latitude  38°  o',  longitude  237°  24'. 
This  is  one  of  the  mofl  confpicuous  promontories  fouthward  from 
cape  Flattery,  and  cannot  eafiiy  be  miflaken ;  when  ken  from  the  north, 
or  fouth,  at  the  diflance  of  5  or  6  leagues,  it  appears  infular,  owing  to 
its  projefting  into  the  fea,  and  the  land  behind  it  being  lefs  high  than 
ufual  near  the  coafl;  but  the  interior  country  prcferved  a  more  lofty 
appearance,  although  thefe  mountains  extended  in  a  diredlion  further 
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from  the  coad  tlian  thofe  we  had  lately  tiotitcd.  From  the  fouth  point 
of  port  BodejTa,  which  is  formed  hy  flcep  rocky  cliffs  with  fomc  de- 
tached rocks  Iyin|T  near  it,  the  coail^  makes  a  (hallow  open  bav,  which 
is  hounded  hy  a  low  fandy  beach:  towards  the  s.i,.  pan  of  which  the 
elevated  land  of  point  de  los  Reys  again  commences,  and  flrctches  like 
a  jieninfuhi  to  the  fouthward  into  the  ocean,  wliere  its  highefl  part 
terminates  in  fleep  clitfs,  moderately  elevated,  and  nearlv  perpendicular 
to  the  (ea,  which  beats  againll  them  with  great  violence.  Southward 
of  this  point  the  fliore,  compoled  ol"  low  white  clifTs,  takes,  for  about 
a  league,  nearly  an  eaflern  dircftion,  and  there  forms  the  north  point 
of  a  bay,  extending  a  liitle  diftance  to  the  northward,  which  is  intirely 
open,  and  much  expofed  to  the  fouth  and  s.E.  winds. 

Tiie  eaflern  fide  of  the  bay  is  alfo  compofed  of  white  cliffs,  though 
more  elevated.  According  to  the  Spaniards,  this  is  the  bay  in  which 
Sir  Francis  Drake  anchored ;  however  fafe  he  might  then  have  found 
it,  yet  at  this  feafon  of  the  vcar  it  promifed  us  little  (belter  or  fecurity. 
The  wind  blowing  frelli  out  of  the  bay  from  the  n.  n.w.,  I  did  not 
think  it  proper  to  loi'e  this  opportunity  of  proceeding  with  all  difpatch 
to  St.  Francifco ;  where  there  was  little  doubt  of  our  obtaining  a  fup- 
ply  of  thofe  refreflnnents  which  were  now  much  wanted  by  the  wliole 
crew. 

From  point  de  los  Reys  are  fituated  fome  rocks,  called  Farellones ; 
thofe  we  faw  were  tolerably  high,  and  appeared  to  be  in  two  diflinft 
cluflers  of  three  or  four  rocks  each,  lying  in  a  s.K.and  N.w.dire6lion 
from  each  other.  The  higheft  rock  of  the  northernmoft  group  lies 
from  the  extremity  of  point  de  los  Reys  s.  13  \v.,  diflant  14  miles; 
the  fouthernmofl;  s.  5  e.,  at  the  diflance  of  17  miles.  From  un- 
queflionable  authority  I  learned,  that  a  third  cluiler  of  rocks,  fcarcely 
above  the  furface  of  the  fea,  lies  12-|-  miles  diflant  from  the  above  point 
s.  36  w. 

With  a  favorable  gale  and  pleafant  weather  we  failed,  at  the  diflance 
of  two  or  three  miles,  along  the  coafl ;  which,  from  point  de  los  Reys  to 
port  St.  Francifco,  takes  a  diretlion  s.  62  e.,  diflant  8  leagues.  At 
noon  the  obferved  latitude  was  37°  53',  longitude  237°  35';  in  this  fitua- 
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tion  point  dc  los  Roys  bore  by  compafs  n.  72  w.  ;  the  fuppofrd  l)ay  of 
Sir  I'rancis  Drake  n.  /)5  w.;  a  low  faiuly  projcaing  point,  off  which 
fomc  breakers  extended  nearly  two  miles  to  the  ic.s.k.,  being  our  near- 
eli  (liore,  n.'Jjvv.,  about  a  league  diftant;  the  foutherntnolt  land  in 
fight  s.]..;  and  the  fouth-eadernmofl  of  the  Farcllones  s.  ;]-,  w,;  to  the 
callward  of  the  low  Tandy  projefcling  point,  the  eoall:  fuddenly  riCes  in 
abrupt  cliffs,  with  very  unequal  furiaccs,  preleniing  a  mod  dreary  and 
barren  afpcii:!.  A  few  fcattered  trees  were  growing  on  the  more  eleva- 
ted land,  with  fome  patches  of  dwarf  fhrubs  in  the  vallies  :  the  red  of 
the  country  prclenicd  either  a  furface  of  naked  rocks,  or  a  covering  of 
very  little  verdure. 

We  had  approached,  by  two  in  the  afternoon,  within  a  fmall  diUancc  of 
the  entrance  into  port  St.  Francifco,  and  ihund  a  rapid  tide  fetting  againll 
us;  the  depth  of  water  regularly  decreafed  from  18  to  4  fathoms,  which 
appearing   to  be  the  continuation   of  a  fho;'.!   that  llretches   from    the 
northern  Ihore,  then  didant  from  us  not  more  than  a  league,  I  hauled  to 
the  s.w.,  in  order  to  avoid  it,  but  did  not  fuccecd  in  reaching  deeper 
water,  as  the  bank  we  were  upon  extended  a  long  way  in  that  direction,  as 
was  evident  from  the  confufed  breaking  fea  upon  it,    and  the  fmooth 
v/ater  on  either  fide  of  it.     We  therefore  made  for  the  port,  and  foon 
increafed  the  depth   of  water   to  8  and   10  fathoms,  until   we  arrivetl 
between  the  two  outer  points  of  entrance,  which  are  about  two  mile.s 
and  a  half  apart,  and  bear  from  each  other  N.  10  \v.  and  s.  10  E.  ;  here 
we  had  15  and  18  fathoms  water,  and   foon  afterwards  we  could  gain 
no  foundings  with  a  liand  line. 

Although  favored  with  a  pleafant  breeze  which  impelled  us  at  the 
rate  of  4  or  5  knots,  it  axailed  us  no  more  than  jud  fo  preferve 
our  dation  againd  the  ebb  fetting  out  of  the  port.  We  did  not  ad- 
vance until  four  o'clock,  and  then  but  flowly,  through  the  channel  leading 
into  this  fparious  port  ;  lying  in  a  direaion  n.  61  e.  and  s.  61  \v.,  and  is 
near  a  league  in  length,  with  fome  rocks  and  breakers  lying  at  a  little 
didance  from  either  diore.  Thofe  on  the  fouthern  fide  were  fUrthefl,  de- 
tached, and  mod  confpicuoiis,  efpecially  one,  about  a  mile  within  the 
s.w.  point  of  entrance,  which  feemed  to  admit  of  a  paffage  wiilJn  it; 
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but  wc  had  no  opportunity  of  afirrtnining  that  fa6},  nor  is  it  of  nny 
importance  to  the  navigation,  as  the  main  channel  aj)pc'anil  to  he  IVoc 
IVom  any  ohlhiution,  and  is  of  fulHci(  iit  \v'i(hh  for  ihi-  larj^cll  vclfcls 
to  turn  in.  Its  northern  lliorc,  compofcd  of  high  lU-ep  rocky  chHs,  is  the 
bohielt ;  the  fouthorn  fide  is  much  lower,  though  iis  foutli-eadern  point 
is  formed  of  fleep  rocky  chlTs,  from  the  bad'  of  v\h'ch  a  tra8  of  fandy 
country  commences,  cxteivhug  not  only  along  the  fouthern  fliore 
of  the  channel,  and  fonie  dillance  along  the  exteiior  coad  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  but  likcw'fe  to  a  conliderable  height  on  the  more  elevated  land 
that  borders  thereon  ;  and  interfpcrled  with  huge  malfy  rocks  of  dif- 
ferent fi/es,  which,  with  the  I'arellones,  render  this  point  too  confpicu- 
ous  to  be  miUaken.  Having  palled  the  iniur  |)oints  of  entrance,  we 
found  ourfelvcs  in  a  very  fpacit)us  found,  which  had  the  appearance  of 
containing  a  variety  of  as  excellent  harbours  as  the  known  world  affords. 
The  Spanifli  clhd)lifhment  being  on  the  fouthern  fide  of  the  port,  our 
courfe  was  direflcd  along  that  fhore,  with  regular  foundings  irom  9  to  13 
fathoms.  Several  perfons  were  now  feen  on  foot  and  on  horleback  coming 
to  the  s.E.  point  above  mentioned  ;  from  whence  two  guns  were  fired,  and 
anfwered  by  us,  agreeably  to  the  fignal  ellablifhed  between  Sen'  Quadra  and 
myfelf.  As  the  night  foon  doled  in,  a  fire  was  jnade  on  the  beach,  and 
other  guns  were  fired;  but  as  we  did  not  underlhuid  their  meaning,  and 
as  the  foundings  continued  regular,  we  fleered  up  the  port,  imder  an 
eafy  fail,  in  conllant  expectation  of  feeing  the  lights  of  the  town,  off 
which  I  purpofed  to  anchor  :  but  as  thefe  were  not  difeoverable  at  eight 
at  night,  and  being  then  in  a  fnug  cove,  intircly  land-locked,  with  6  fa- 
thoms water  and  a  clear  bottom,  we  anchored  to  wait  the  return  of  dav. 


END    OF    THE    FIRST    VOLUME. 


If 


